








Dave Ferrett has several
editions of the
Chronicle. The ones in the
photo above are the first two
editions, dated February
and March 1986, and he has
kindly lent them for me to
peruse. Desktop publishing
was still a fairly new thing
in 1986, making the editor,
Mick Quinton, who lived
at Hilldene, a publishing

pioneer.

Boscastle

Issue 1 ran to 8 pages,
with the main news being
the proposed closure of the
last bank in the village, the
other one having closed in
1985. Advertisers included
John Adams, Family Butcher
and Ron Hart’s South West
Adventure climbing school.
Madam Butterfly made
her debut, giving help to

fashionistas ~ wanting to
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sport “The Boscastle Look’,
trousers, t-shirt, jumper and
wellies. John Burns provided
the Bo’Castle cartoon strip.

The Chronicle sold for
10p and was a success. Issue
2 was 14 pages. You could
read an introduction to the
history of Boscastle written
by Roger the Potter. Kevin
Sellars, sub-postmaster, was
promoting the free banking
services of the National

Girobank.

The editorial description
reads: ‘No sensationalism,
no wild speculation, no
thrill seeking - just an
honest approach to matters
relating to our village; our
success depends on news,
views, events and, yes, wit.
Let’s have all of these.’

A fine ambition.

SUE WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER
(01840) 250434

DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR=
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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Chris and Ann Rodda

with Ann’s cousin, Susan ar Chris’ 78"

birthday celebrations on 1st August at the Horseshoe Inn, Tres-
parrett. It was attended by family, friends & an amusing hat.

BELLA CIAO

Amongst all the newspaper
coverage of English fans
before, during and after
the European Cup final
not much was made of the
Italians who, in London
at any rate, were quite
numerous. They sang their
great footballing anthems
like Volare, of course, and
Bella Ciao, which 1 had
never heard of.

It turns to be
an international hymn
of freedom. A musical
crossover  of  intense

out

jazz rhythms and quiet
lament it commemorates
the sacrifice of a young
resistance fighter against

photo courtesy Pat Codack

the German occupation
of Italy during the Second
World War.

He asks to be buried
beneath a flower so that
passers-by will notice and
comment on its beauty.

It lifts the spirit to
hear youngsters of every
country join in the song’s
choruses: “O bella ciao,
bella
ciao/O portigiano portami
via/Che me sento di morir”

ciao, ciao, ciao,

— Goodbye my darling, my
darling goodbye, goodbye,
goodbye/ This is the flower
of the partisan who died
for freedom.”

They  feel
differently, Italians.

things

CR

Coegtal Cottaqe Cleaninq

www.coastalcottagecleaning.co.uk

* HOLIDAY HOME MANAGEMENT *
* HOLIDAY HOME WASTE COLLECTION %
* FULL LINEN SERVICE *
* TOP QUALITY LINEN HIRE OR LAUNDRY SERVICE %
* GARDEN AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE x
* LOCAL, RELIABLE AND FAMILY RUN BUSINESS *

PLEASE CONTACT ANGIE ORLEEON 07396279788

coastalcottagecleaning@gmail.com
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Churchwarden Retives

When Percy Nicholls died
in 1973 his son, Arthur,
was asked to take on Percy’s
duties as Church Warden
at St Petroc’s Church,
Trevalga. Percy had been
attending St Petroc’s
Church since the age of 18
and, with this strong family
connection, Arthur did
not hesitate in agreeing to
become Church Warden.
In the spring of 1974
Arthur began the first of
47 years of conscientious
service as Church Warden
to St Petrocs Church,
assisted by his wife Mary.
Mary has been his wife
and support for the past
56 years. The Church also
lost an organist when Percy
died and it was Maria
Nicholls, Arthur’s sister-in-
law, who filled this role and

has done ever since.

Together, Arthur and
Mary have assisted in
keeping the Church in
good order, ensuring that
all services can proceed
in the knowledge that
everything is in place. To
this end, Arthur said ‘it
takes several hours’ to put
out the accoutrements and
‘hangings’ required for
the altar and then return
them (carefully, ‘to prevent
creases’) to their place of
storage. The colour of the
‘hangings’  depends
a particular time in the
Church’s  calendar and
Arthur and Mary always
ensure that
colour has been laid out.

on

the correct

Some years ago, the
Church had a break-in,
fortunately,  there
nothing for the thief to
take, as Arthur and Mary

keep all precious items

was

safely, away from the
Church. The chalice
is one of the Church’s
precious items and
is a replacement
for another, whose
hallmark dates from
the reign of Queen
Elizabeth 1. After
many years of use this
chalice had become
somewhat fragile and
is now on loan to
the Royal Cornwall
Museum in Truro.
The replacement
is a modern
gilt  chalice
commissioned in a
limited edition by the [
Dean and Chapter &

silver

of Westminster
Abbey to celebrate
Queen Elizabeth

11’s  Silver Jubilee.
It was purchased in
1999 from a bequest

given by the late husband
of Maggie Kirby, a former
resident of Boscastle and is
amongst the items that are
kept secure.

The Church,

been in

which

existence

has
since 1173, has seen many
special annual services over
the years, such as the Easter
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service, with its garden of
three crosses, primroses
and moss; the Harvest
Festival; Christmas and its
tree decorated by Angela
(the wife of Bob Pethick,
the other Church Warden)
and, in 2020, the Carol
service. On this occasion,
the service could no longer
be held in the Village Hall,
as it had been in previous
years. All of these events
have been thoughtfully
arranged by Arthur and
Mary with the help of the
Church members.

Over the years, they
have welcomed
from far and near - such
as Bossiney Back Lane
and the camp site visitors.

visitors

However, visitors, now
coming from ‘upcountry’,
or farther afield, who are

hoping to attend services

Arthur and Mary at Trevalga Church

|

Petroc’s Church,
be  disappointed.
Lately, there have been no
regular services and, due
to the virus, only two in
the last eighteen months.
One couple, from Bossiney
Back Lane, who regularly
attended St Petroc’s Church
were Elizabeth and Michael
Davy. Elizabeth ran the
Sunday school and had
plans to produce a wall
hanging for the Church.
After her death, Michael
found the unfinished
work and felt it should
be completed. This was
accomplished by the efforts
of several of her friends and

at St
may

now you can see it hanging

in the Church.
Unfortunately, over

the years, numbers in

the  congregation  have

diminished and it is now



down to five stalwart
the oldest
being 92 years of age and
the youngest 75. Arthur
told me that these days
the village has ‘no annual
féte’ (this was an occasion
that  brought  people
from the surrounding

Trevalga)

members -

villages  to

and ‘no village hall’ (it
longer usable).
As costs have risen and
the congregation has

is no

with the running of
the Church, assisted
as always, by Bob and
Angela.

On 10* June 2021
a Commemoration
of Arthurs 47 years
of service as Church
Warden at St Petroc’s
Church, Trevalga was
acknowledged and
Arthur and Mary were
presented with a silver
rose bowl and a silver

the hanging started by Elizabeth Daly

dwindled, the fate of the
Church is in the balance
and Arthur’s retirement
from Church Warden
duties leaves Bob Pethick
as the only remaining
Church Warden.
However, Arthur and
Mary are still helping

picture frame. Arthur
and Mary wish to say «
Big Thank You’ to Brother
Nicky for all the help he
has given over the years
for minor repairs, also a
Thank You to David and
Peter for their help and

mpport over theymrs’.
GQ
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JAMES PERCY NICHOLLS

TREVALGA CHURCH ORGANIST
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Every Second Counts
Do you know the location of your local

AED?

‘Quick, run and grab the
AED!’1f the letters A-E-D
do not immediately
trigger an image of a
defibrillator, then there
is a good probability that
you are unaware of where
local Automatic

your
External Defibrillator
or ‘defib is housed.

Treatment within the first
few minutes of cardiac
arrest can save the person’s

life.  Once

requiring |
extensive medical
training to use, recent

developments in these
miracle machines along
with public accessibility
has shown that deploying
a defibrillator within 3-5
minutes of a collapse can
produce survival rates as

high as 50-70%.

Running up the street
to the Boscastle Spar in
an emergency felt like the
furthest it has ever been!
We were fortunate that
out of everyone nearby,
a lady came rushing over
and said, “I am an off-
duty paramedic, can I
help?”  Whilst
of us are first aid trained
along Bridge Walk, the
relief that a professional
paramedic was on hand
ensured that the casualty
was in the best position
of help being offered. The

wait for an ambulance on

several

blue lights was agonising.

The use of adefibrillator
is crucial to be able to have
any chance of bringing
someone back following
a cardiac arrest. Effective
CPR helps circulate the
blood, keeping the heart

and  brain  sufficiently
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THE DOOR WILL I
_ AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTROL CENTRE

continue CPR with the Instruction from the
defibrillator until help arrives TS

defib outside the Spar shop
oxygenated. The AED is

necessary to deliver the
shock hopefully returning
the heart to a viable rhythm.
Most AEDs are automatic -
it tells you exactly what to
do even to the point that
it will not work of your
casualty does not need it
All you need to do is know
exactly where yours is!

At the time of writing,
there is an AED outside
Boscastle Spar. The Boscastle
WT have recently fundraised
for the purchase of another
AED to be installed by the
Village Hall (see page 24).
Keep an eye out for them
when you are out and about
since you never know when
you might be called upon
to get one. Every second
counts.

To access the AED,
call 999 and ask for

Ambulance.
RrRY
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ROBIN HOOD SPOTTED IN CARDINHAM WOODS

Many of you will know
Enya or remember her
as Robin Hood in the
most Boscastle
pantomime  (oh  yes

you do...). Along with

recent

classmates at Sir James
Smiths School, Enya is
working her way through
the Duke of Edinburgh’s
awards. She has recently
completed her Bronze
Award and is now looking
forward to starting her
Silver Award later this year
when she moves into year
10.

The Duke of Edinburgh
awards are made up of four
sections: Volunteering,
Skill, Physical and
Expedition. One of the
first three must be done
for 6 months, the other
two for 3 months each.
The Expedition section is
a team exercise at the end.
The Duke of Edinburgh
Awards are open to those
aged between 14 and 24
years old.

For the Volunteering
section, Enya spent time
helping her grandparents
at home, doing shopping,
cleaning etc. The Skill
she developed was her
singing, working hard to
improve on her already

rather impressive voice. For
the Physical section, Enya
committed to going out on
an hour’s walk every day,
for 6 months. Participants
set their own development
goals, how they will be
supported and assessed.

They work on their
individual challenges, but
also take part in a team
challenge, an ‘Expedition’.
This is a group exercise,
which tests orienteering
skills, carrying heavy packs
containing food, water,
camping equipment,
survival bags, first aid kits
and tents etc., a 16km
walk, putting up tents and

<R

TAN PART
CONSTRUCTION

EXTENSIONS -
NEW BUILD -

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

RENOVATIONS
BATHROOMS
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phoro courtesy Mark Dolan
camping overnight before

packing up in the morning
and then another 16km
walk back to base. Enyas
team were dropped off in
Cardinham Woods having
surrendered their mobile
phones and any other
useful technology, and had
to make their way across
Bodmin Moor to camp at
St Breward. The next day
they had to pack up, clear
the site and find their way
back to their school.

The pupils are very
much left on their own
during the expedition,
which challenges not only
their orienteering  skills,
but also their ability to
work together as a team,
especially when they are
tired and hungry. There are
checkpoints along the way,
where teamers (responsible
adults) keep an eye on
progress and make sure
everyone is okay. Teamers
also hide at various points
along the route just in
case their help is needed.
The must plan,
organise and train for their

teams

expedition. They produce
their ‘Expedition
menu’ and are responsible
for preparing and cooking
their own food. They take
part in a team debrief at
the end of the expedition.

own

Enya said she enjoyed
working with others on
the expedition, “It gave
me a chance to work with
people I didn’t really know
well before, it brings you
all closer”. Is she looking
forward to the next panto?
“Oh yes [ am”.

SS

&ogan’s Logs

0800 8021 223

sales@loganslogs.co.uk
www.loganslogs.co.uk

Kiln Dried Firewood
Kindling & Firelighters

Eco Heatlogs
LPG Bottled Gas

Patio, BBQ & Camping Gas 1 ; :
Coal & Smokeless Fuel -




A PROPER PUB

Just a couple of miles away
from here off the beaten
track exists a proper pub.
Once a pair of cottages,

then a general goods store
it now constitutes the heart

of the village.

Formerly from
Boscastle, proprietor Pete
and partner licensee Pat
have for the past sixteen
years kept alive a tradition
of hospitality devoted
to the welfare of locals.
Despite the exigencies of
lockdown they continued
providing without charge
hot meals to some of the
village’s older inhabitants
for whom the pub was
a literal lifeline — both
socially and spiritually.

While not hostile to
tourists, all are treated
equally courteously, they
are not encouraged, locals
take priority.

Raising money for good
causes is an important part
of their endeavour. By the
main entrance are racks
of vegetables provided by
a local couple from their
overflowing poly tunnel.
The honesty box reads,
“Take what you need, pay
what you can.”

Wednesdays is fish ‘o’
chip night straight from
the van. There are darts
competitions, fund raising
nights and music but the
focus is on remaining a
quiet retreat where you
can sit comfortably by a
log stove surrounded by
polished brass enjoying a
satisfying menu. Ann and
I had the chicken madras
and cleared our plates.

Note I have neither

mentioned
location, which is how they

name nor

like it. As the saying goes,

“If you don’t know where
Y
you are, youve no business

being ‘ere.”
Lately ~we listened
appreciatively  on  a

Sunday afternoon to Steve
Winchester’s folk ballads.
“For this is my Cornwall,
this is my home.”

CR
LOSTINLA LA LAND
Having been re-elected

as a parish councillor on
May 6%, I was somewhat
miffed to get a letter from
Electoral Services on June
11" informing me that,
since I had not returned
my Electoral Expenses, 1
“must not sit or vote in
any parish/town council
meetings. If you do so you
are liable for a fine of £50
for every day you sit or
vote.”

Golly. As a well-known
incompetent I had been
relentlessly  chivvied by
three colleagues to submit
expenses totalling £27,
so I was quietly confident
in reminding Electoral
Services of this by letter.

No reply.
So I wrote again, this
time by recorded delivery,

enclosing a
expenses claim.

duplicate

Still no reply.

Finally I rang the office
and spoke to a young
assistant  called Louise.
Yes, she confirmed she
had received the duplicate.
The former, she explained,
might mysteriously have
got lost between council
offices at St Austell and
Truro.

“Well, don’t you confirm
receipt?” I inquired. “Oh
that would mean
sending out two thousand
letters.” So how would I
know whether I was legally

no,

entitled to sit or vote, what
about the threat of a fine in
the warning letter?

“Don’t worry about
those,” she trilled, “We
only send them out because
the government says we
have to.”

In the background I
could hear the thwack of a
racket and applause from a
crowd.

“Are  you  watching
Wimbledon?” I asked.
No reply.
CR
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[ Julian 07860 361 756

B jewelscornwall.com
Boscastle, Cornwall

f
“Anywhere, Anytime”
We provide a 24 hour, local and national service.
JEWELS operate throughout North Cornwall and beyond
including long distance. So whether you require a local pickup,

a late night pickup, or a reliable national airport transfer
to/from North Cornwall, call JEWELS on 07860 361 756

B jules@jewelscornwall.com

24hr | Advance Booking Only | Friendly, Professional, Reliable & Discreet
Airport, Train & Coach Runs | Executive & Business Travel | Weddings/Functions
Hotel/Luggage Transfers | Walkers Pick-up | Dogs Welcome

EWELS

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

LA—

- A JEWELS ]
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Telephone Box Book Shop

One of Boscastle WTI’s
primary focuses in 2021
has been the addition of a
vital, lifesaving defibrillator
in the upper village,
accessible to residents and
visitors of all ages. To fund
this, WI purchased the
decommissioned telephone
box down by the Bridge and

put out a call for donations.

With tremendous
gratitude, WI  received
three substantial donations
from the Blowhole, the

Parish Council and Gloria
Quinlan in memory of her
husband, Len, as well as
numerous donations from
other private individuals.

We pleased to
announce that the
defibrillator will be located
on the outside wall of the
Village Hall which is well
known and easily described

are

to visitors. Our hope is that
this vital life saving device
will be in operation within
a month. The location is
in keeping with the Village
Hall’s mission to provide
the

a location to serve

community.

The telephone box was
in poor condition, with
failed hinges and rotted
door surround, it also had
safety issues. W1 volunteers

cleaned, sanded, painted

and repaired the phone
box over several weeks and
then added shelving, a cash
box, books and DVDs. The
phone box will also serve
to commemorate 2021 as

the 75th Anniversary of |

Boscastle WI.
The Bridge phone box

was in sorry shape, a bit of
an eye sore and unsafe until
WI took it on. The cost of
materials needed to make
it safe and beautiful were

provided by WI from the |

first month’s income from
the sale of used books as
well as by donations from
members Heather Colne
and Helen Hunt. All
further income will be used
to support the maintenance
costs of the WI sponsored
defibrillator as well as guest

speakers for the WI.
The  fully

telephone box, in glorious
high gloss Post Office red,
complete with gold crowns,
shelving and stacked with
books and DVDs, opened
as a used book shop on
31 July and has already
attracted a lot of attention

restored

both because of its iconic
beauty and also because of
the books that are available.
You can find a wide variety

of used books for both

adults and children, as

Boscastle

Chamber Of Trade & Commerce

Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns.
For more information on joining or to see what
Boscastle has to offer, see our website

www.visitboscastle.co.uk

Membership fee is £30 per year and is open to all
businesses within the PL35 postcode area.
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well as used DVDs.

We
recommend a donation of
50p per book and £1.00 per
DVD.

The story behind the
British
box is an interesting one.
The K6 kiosk is identified
as Britain’s red Telephone
Box and was designed by
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott to
the
Jubilee of the coronation of
King George V in 1935; in
fact, eight kiosk types were
introduced by the General
Post Office between 1926
and 1983. Thereisalot more
interesting

iconic telephone

commemorate Silver

information
about the history and you
can read this inside the WI
phone box.

Please stop by, peruse
what is available and buy
a book or DVD to enjoy
over the upcoming cooler
weather.

If you have used books
or DVDs that you would
like to donate, please either
drop them off in the box
provided inside the phone
Gillian
Schultz at boscrow@westcv.
co.uk or 01840 250762 and
we'll arrange collection.

Gillian Shulty

box or contact

GALLSTONES

Surprisingly, the article on
gallstones I published in
the last edition of Blowhole
prompted several inquiries.

First of all, T am not
a medical practitioner so
any comments are just
observations. I was lucky
enough to be in hospital
as the result of an attack
and got treatment because

I more or less refused to

budge.

Gallstones  problems
are treated as non-urgent
so both my next door
neighbour and daughter
in law (both in their 40s)
were sent home from A&E
advised to take painkillers.
Fine, they received powerful
opiates in hospital which
relieved the agony, but
they werent given any to
take home so had to rely
instead on pharmacies for
relief, which didn’t solve the

underlying problem.

One
without gallbladders, tonsils

can  manage
and appendixes all potential
sources of infection. My
neighbour after suffering
for months went private,
for a simple and quick
operation. Daughter in law
has gone the same route.
The difference to general
well-being, joie de vivre, is
palpable.

I am not commenting
on the present state of the
NHS but there is apparently
a waiting-list of five and a
half million - or seven years’
worth — of patients queuing
for “non-urgent” treatment.
That’s a long time to wait in
discomfort
and pain. If you get a loan

inconvenience

for a car or new kitchen
you can afford to “jump
the queue” and be treated

quickly. CR



Re-set with Relaxation

Learn 3 simple techniques as easy as A,B,C.

I have had great feedback
and interest in relaxation
classes so I have booked
Boscastle Village Hall for

an initial couple of sessions.

As we come out of
the placed
on us due to Covid, it is
evident that our collective
mental health has suffered
the physical
concerns the pandemic has
presented. Learning some
simple but highly effective
techniques which can easily

restrictions

alongside

reset our systems from the
fight, flight, freeze response
back to a state of rest &
digest (as it’s known) could
prove all the maintenance
you need to enable you to
keep living life to its fullest.
Isn’t that what we all wane?

The

is often that starting a

misconception

relaxation practice means
you have to stop doing
the things you enjoy. In
fact, the opposite is true; a
regular relaxation practice
recharges you so you can
continue living the life
YOU choose. Taking time
to look after
is more important than

ourselves

simply a nice extra in life.
You wouldn’t expect your
car to work without regular

servicing, topping up fuel
and oil etc. You wouldn
expect a dog to be ok if you
only fed and exercised it
once a year and never took
itto the vet? Yet we regularly
expect ourselves to keep
going through stress, crisis,
trauma and tiredness only
taking time to reset and
recharge ourselves once a
year on holiday or waiting
for illness to strike so we
have permission to stop.

Come along and see

if learning some easy
to  practice relaxation
techniques  can  help

recharge you too.
Taster Sessions: Tuesday
19" October 6:45-7:45pm
& 8:15-9:15pm, £5 per
session

Booking is essential as
I am keeping numbers low
so everyone can feel safe.

To reserve your place,
please phone me on
01840 250814 or email
sallybiddick@btinternet.

com.

Reminder! 7his is not a
yoga class. You will not be
asked to move, speak or do
anything you are not happy
with..simply come along
and see if it is for you.

sally Biddick

HALF ACRE

Qnm y

ART CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
DRAWING, SCULPTURE

www.halfacrestudios.co.uk

& PRINTMAKING

07540974944

S.A.S

DECORATING SERVICES

Paul Safhill Sam Borrie
Q07967 382475 07783 523245
01840 250365

(SONOS)

The ultimate wireless sound system.
DIY or we will design and install for you.

West Country Vision
Jack Schultz
Boscastle

01840 566 793
westcv.co.uk

We donate all not proceods
fram your Sonos music system
purchasa to the Forrabury
Church Bullding Fund

Hedley Venning

Building Contractor
Your local tradesman with 40 years experience

e New Builds e Renovations e
¢ Roofing e Plastering e Stonework e
¢ Blocked Drains Cleared ~ 24hr call out e
Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 07572 338144

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Air dried mixed wood by the trailer load,
(trailer 10’ x 6’ x 16~ deep) £160

Phil Headon
Boscastle
Phone:

07968 727689 P
or 01840 250144 [
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Boscastle WI
After over ayear of providing
meetings and  speakers

only via Zoom, Boscastle
WI continued to host a
wide range of speakers on
fascinating subjects. These
included:  May-Ancestry/
Genealogy; June-Hedgehog
rescue; July-Laughter Yoga.

As restrictions
permitted, W1 has been able
to schedule several in person
gatherings, which included
coffee mornings in member
gardens in June and July
and an afternoon garden
tea party in August at the
Village Hall (see photo
below).

2021 is Boscastle WT’s
75" Anniversary. The 60
anniversary hand crafted
banner carefully

dismantled, cleaned and

was

£ =N & T
DMB Home Services

'Make life easier'

edge stitched in gold by
Mary  Shepherd  (photo
right). Its first reveal was in
August at the garden party.

The organization offers a
Garden Club to all members
and has a strong core group
who have also continued
meeting via Zoom, with
super narrated videos of
member gardens, discussions
and helpful hints, many of
which have resulted in plant
improvements. A regular
feature is members “most
exotic plants”. Ornamental
ginger was a big surprise in
Gillian =~ Schultz’s  garden,
producing  huge flower
heads on the end of spikes in
September. Each year more
blooms appear.

Upcoming  meetings:
Round the Fountain with
Rahere...Some memories of
45 years in the NHS 1975
- 2020. 12* October. Open
to non-members — contact

W1 for details.

3 Services: v’
Interior/exterior improvements, |
g Bespoke handyman projects, r

Admin, IT expertise,
J and much more,

dmb humesﬂrvi[:es@gmail.t:um

r!lf-ﬂ e

Telephone
07532 748099
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Tour of Tarquins Gin.
November — members only.

A quote from one of our
new members: “I joined
Boscastle W1 because of the
wide range of activities that
the group creates as well as
to meet other interesting
women.”

Local women may join
Boscastle WI to meet other
interesting  women  and
participate in activities.

For details contact Gillian
Schultz: boscrow@westcv.

co.uk
Gs

Marshgate WI
Marshgate W1 held their

annual meeting by Zoom
recently. President Liz Long
spoke of the need to have
a new start after the long
Covid-led separation which
has sadly seen membership

fall significantly.

Cornishwoman Liz
proposed that the WI name
be changed to Mowesi
Marshgate, making the
group the first to have a
Cornish name. The institute
includes two  Cornish
speakers, who advised on the
name. Mowesi (pronounced
Mo-wezzy) means Girls,
and the new monicker is
in line with other Cornish
WIs who have jazzed up
their image by choosing
imaginative new names,
such as Betjeman Belles,
Bodmin Gaolbirds, Week
St Mary’s Bonaventures and
St Minver’s SeaGirls. The
change of name was agreed
unanimously.

Liz, President for the
last three years, was re-
elected unopposed to lead a
committee of five, and has
already planned the annual
programme into 2022, with
speakers, demonstrators
and a garden party to
celebrate the institute’s 70t
anniversary.

Meetings are held at
Otterham & St Juliot Hall
on the second Thursday of
the month at 7pm (2pm in
Dec/Jan/Feb).

For further details please
contact: Wendy Trevennor
on 07795 524694 or
marshgatewi@btconnect.
com

wrt
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listic Wellness School

Lifestyle Guru
Ecstatic Awakening Dance Facilitator
Yogalates Teacher, Personal Trainer, Meditation Teacher
Reiki Master Healer and Teacher

Individual and Group Sessions
Classes Online and from Boscastle Community Centre
Holistic Workshops Events and Retreats

lorraine@theholisticwellnessschool.com 07595831267
www.theholisticwellnessschool.com
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Across

5 Fuel for a burner (8)

10 Strange, being this might kill a cat
)

11 Avid reader and novel invertebrate
8)

12 Opverly curious parker (5)

13 Take cover here (7)

16 An angry puzzle? (9)

19 Tap dancing lady (3)

20 Dramatic and beautiful (11)

22 Provocative pastry (4)

23 Payment to ex-spouse, for
preservation (11)

28 Grateful for increase (10)

29 Talked into and exchanged for
money (4)

30 Ironed and pushed (7)

31 Tailless cat, sounds like it’s from
Manchester (4)

Down

1 Little Richard (4)

2 Shared grazing land (6)

3 Woodwork tool sounds extra (4)
4 Actors mumble for fruit (7)

6 Pony and Mouse mixed, meaning
of a person giving their name to
something (9)

7 Quantity of paper sounding like a
singing group (5)

8 Starboard is correct (5)

9 Signing up (7)

14 Pub with ecstasy in the area (6)
15 Suggest a meeting (4)

16 Emergency service on the edge
(10)

17 Dodge this bird (4)

18 Shock about nuts (4)

19 Investigate space vehicle (5)

21 Bring about or call one out for
repair (8)

22 Negotiates for pleasure (6)

24 Falls for outings (5)

25 Alter (5)

26 First or second on a scone? (5)

27 Rank copier with kisses at each

end (5)

answers on page 21

Apologies

The Summer Blowhole featured the
new bus shelter. No mention was made
of Peter Culver and Andy Pearce who
reconstructed the shelter after it had
fallen into a sad state of disrepair.
They also provided the council with
technical help and advice and the
council minutes record a vote of thanks
for their efforts, which came in at a cost
of £1000 less than their competitor.
Apologies for the omission, but this
information was not received until
after publication.

National Trust shop and café

Boscasthe harbour, PL35 OHD

Shop until 31 Oct open 10am-5pm
from 1 MNov open 10.30am-4pm

Café until 31 Oct open 10am-430pm
from 1 MNov open 10.30am-4pm

Closod Chdstrnas Day and Bovang Day

. Gifts, maps and walking muides for sale

- Second-hand bookshop

. Cahé serves takeaway hot/cold drinks, cake, ioe
oream and light lunches

boscstbemmationaltnest onzuk

840 250353

natinadins Lo uk boscastle

'Y
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PLumeinG & HEATING

Ltd.

General plumbing
maintenance

Boiler and heating services

Kitchen, bathroom and
appliance installations

Tiling
Call out services

07816 910510

www.opplumbing.co.uk
CLAIRE & SIMON

NEATEFEET

'-!"' Foot Care Practitioners

Foot care in the comfort
of your own home.

Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Painful Callus
Reduction

Everything you require to
keep your feet pain free!
Claire & Simon Neate dipfhp
Qualified Foot Health Practitioners

Call:
07968 232344 / 07870 508867

@ ko=
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MICHAEL WEBBER
30/11/1936 ~ 17/08/2021

Michael Richard Webber
was born at the Royal
Devon  Exeter hospital
on 30 November 1936
to Norman and Esther
Webber, his sister Trixie
followed in February 1938.
Michael recalls being sent
to his aunt and uncle
John and Trixie mills at
Stoneycombe Quarry in
Torquay to stay and on
returning to Boscastle was
introduced to his new baby
sister. Michael would love
to antagonise Trixie and
recounts when he threw a
firework in her dolly’s pram
and caught her doll on fire.
Trixie reminded him of this
event in his 65" birthday
card so clearly, she hadnt
forgotten it.

Michael attended
Boscastle primary school
under Mr Fradgley and he
and Basil Snowdon were
best friends, sharing a love
of all things mechanical.
They would find old
pushbikes and motorbikes
and spend hours in
Norman’s garage building
and repairing them. They
bolted two bikes together

with steel rods and linked
the handle bars together so
they could steer and would
hurtle down Penally Hill
at great speed. They built
rafts, and dammed the
river to float them, then
attached a sail and mast
to sail on the high tide in
the harbour. Once they got
taken out by the tide to the
outer pier and had to be
rescued by Roy Pickard in
his rowing boat. Michael
recalls building sledges and
Norman would tow him
and Trixie with his car,
Michael says he remembers
overtaking Norman’s car
at around 30mph down
Penally Hill.

Michael’sfirst motorbike
was one found in the attic
of the building that would
later become the Pixie
Shop. He paid Gil Biddick
£3 for it, a Federation
250 and so began his love
of motorbikes. Michael
was still riding his Suzuki
200 right up to his death.
His father Norman was a
speedway rider at Exeter in
1929, so perhaps Michael
inherited the love of speed

Four generations of the Webber family,
the baby is Michael
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from him. Michael had
many adventures with his
cousin Nicholas Garbett
who was bike mad as well.
Nicolas later worked for
Lotus as a racing driver
and  mechanic, sadly
he died from a boating
accident in 1965, in the
same storm that sank
the Torrey Canyon; this
effected Michael a lot as
they were extremely close.

Michael left school and
joined his dad at the garage
at the Bridge working as a
mechanic until he left for
national service in 1954.
After initial training he was
first posted to Malta for a
week and he recalls upon
hearing that Brian Beare
was on the decoy destroyer
moored in Valletta
harbour, Micheal hired a
local boat and rowed out
to surprise Brian. Alas,
once boarded, he was told
Brian was off training on
another boat so Michael
didn’t get to see him.

Michael
national

completed
his service in
Benghazi Libya repairing
centurion tanks, he recalls
they had a 12 cylinder
engine same as used in
the spitfire and Lancaster

bombers, but his love

of music and water was

still with him, he joined
the Corps of Drums as a
bugle player and was soon
promoted to solo bugle
player, he also played with
the camp dance band, and
he joined the local sailing
club.

After national service,
he arrived in to Bude train
station and in his words
“I stepped out on to the
platform and heard the
Porter whistling R B Halls
march ‘Death or Glory
and my heart lifted. The
march was a favourite
with Boscastle band, I was
home”.

He resumed his job
at the garage and ran the
car park, initially with his
father and then took on the
license from the National
Trust. Michael’s working
career was vast and varied,
he did an apprenticeship
with Pearns, boatbuilders
at  Looe, worked at
Westerly boatbuilders in
Falmouth, was a carpenter
on  Boscastle  bridge,
damaged in the 1960
storm, delivered coal for
the co-op, bridge building
at  Altarnun, carpenter
on the new secondary
school Sir James Smith at



Camelford, music teacher
at Kelly college, fisherman,
the list goes on.

Michael married
Margery in 1960 and
Shirley  and  Gillian
followed in 1961 and

1963. 'Their family life

was spent in Gaviotas
on the harbour which
Michael had renovated,

next Penrowan on New
Road and then at Myrtle
Cottage where they ran the
butchers and milk round.

As well as running boat
trips and playing in the
band, Michael continued
to pursue his other interests
from the parish council
to the restoration of the
water wheel. Michael was
a member of the coast
guards,
years service, retiring in

1992.
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Michael loved the sea,
his mother was a Haskins
from a seafaring family in
Fowey. He acquired his
first rowing boat for £10
and saved for an outboard
motor which cost him £32.
This gave him the freedom
to explore the coast and the
caves. By1975 Michael was
working 100 lobster pots
from Boscastle to Millook
in a 3 metre Orkney dorey.
In 1978 he purchased
the boat Lucky and ran
pleasure trips out of the

harbour, sadly this boat was
wrecked on the harbour
side by Hurricane Lily in
December 1996.

Michael started playing
the cornet in Boscastle
Silver Band in 1946 aged
1lyears and was involved
with music for most of his
life, also playing cornet
for bands in Bodmin,
St Gennys, St Austell,
Launceston and Torbay.
He also played the trumpet
with both Launceston and
Bude orchestras. He loved
all things musical, whether
a cornet, accordion banjo
or piano: if it could be
played  Michael
master it, He also sang
with Boscastle and Tintagel

would

Orpheus Male voice choir.
Michael’s of

love

photography and history is
evident in his vast history

|

collection. His grandfather,
Richard Webber, was the
village photographer and
sold an extensive range of
local postcards called the
Webber series. Michael
collected these to add
to his history collection
over the years. He spent
hours talking to the older
generation, writing down
their stories. He climbed
inside Ward’s store when
it was being demolished to
salvage any historic items,
and  people  entrusted

items to him for their

preservation. Michael has
left all his history collection
to his daughter Gillian,
who will maintain it for
future generations.

In 1995  Michael
married Debbie and they
moved to Darley Cottage
in Torquay, a beautiful
thatched  property left
to Michael by his uncle
Richard. Michael joined
the band, worked as a
crewman on the ferry in
also

completed a 2 year course

the summers and

at south Devon college and
qualified as a sign writer
whilst living there.

Michael and Debbie
moved to Launceston in
2004, sadly Debbie passed
away in 2014 and this was
a huge loss to Michael as
their time together had
been extremely happy.

However, Michael
continued to keep himself

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2021

busy and purchased a
Renault Camper and spent
hours refurbishing it, he
enjoyed time away visiting
churches and historical
places, always keen to add
to his history memorabilia.
Michael finally  retired
from brass bands in 2016,
but enjoyed following and
listening to them with
John Collins and Freddie
Angove, recreating “Last of
the Summer Wine”, eating
pasties made by Fred’s wife
Shirley out of his camper
van. Michael always said
Shirley Angove made the
best pasties.

He started painting in
oils again and Shirley and
Gillian have some beautiful
pictures  of  Boscastle
painted by him.

Michael lived a full and
rewarding life, his legacy
will live on.

Takew from the euwlogy by
Shirley & Gillliaw.
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Memories of | aurie | ee

In the Reading Room in
the summer edition of the
Blowhole the Keeper of the
Key mentioned one of their
favourite books ‘As I walked
Midsummers
Morning’ by Laurie Lee.

out one
The Keeper says they would

have loved to have met him.

Well, reader, 'm happy
to say that I did — on many
occasions, and a wonderful,
charming, flirtatious man
he was.

A former colleague was,
at the time, the tenant of
The Woolpack, featured in
the book ‘Cider with Rosie’.
I called in one night to say
‘Hello’ to my friend and
there was Laurie and, lucky
old me, a seat available

beside him.

We chatted a lot. I was
studying with the OU at
the time and Laurie was
and
approving. He challenged
me to learn a poem by
Gerard Manley Hopkins,
‘God’s Grandeur’. It was
rather difficult and I can
still remember a lot of it.

When we both stood

up to leave, he realised how

very  encouraging

short I was and promptly
named me ‘Portable Pam’,
saying that his ideal would
be to have a woman in his
life small enough to fit into
his pocket so that he could
take her out wherever he
was and whenever he felt
like female company! Did
I mention that he was an
incorrigible flirt?

Kathy, his wife, was
very aware of this and said
that he would be attracted
to me because of my
‘Mediterranean looks’. A
clever way of letting you
know that she was aware of
his antics.

My friend David has a
boat and sometimes took
Laurie out with him. They
phoned one day whilst
out and Laurie asked why
I wasnt out there with
them as hed been having

‘Portable Thoughts’!
Kathy was a clever,
erudite  lady  herself,

extraction,
stunningly attractive with
wonderful copper coloured
hair, she more than held
her own in conversation.

of  Italian

Laurie, though, wanted no

?\'UMBING & HEAT/.

HORIZON

ENGINEERS

For all your Water, Gas, QOil &
Renewable Energy requirements

Boiler servicing - Gas / Oil
Breakdowns & faultfinding
Plumbing repairs

Landlord inspections

Heat pumps, solar thermal
Small scale installation works

Tel: 01840 214 643

www.horizonheat.co.uk
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competition and if she was
getting too much attention
for his liking, he'd send her
back to their cottage, just

behind the pub!
Laurie liked to meet
publishers, people who

wanted to interview him,
journalists, fellow poets and
friends in The Woolpack, so
that when he'd had enough
he could just walk home
and leave them to it — easier
than trying to oust people
from your home.

Laurie could tell many
stories, ~ many  against
himself. He had restricted
vision and used a white
stick. One day in Stroud,
he'd paused, by chance near
a zebra crossing, deciding
where he needed to go
next. His tale was that ‘two
nubile young ladies’ offered
to take him across the road,
though he didn’t need to
be on the other side. “Well’
he said ‘one has to make
use of one’s infirmities),
accompanied by a wicked
grin!

tell
against
himself. On one occasion

could
tales

Laurie
so  many

he was sitting outside
The Woolpack when two
young ladies who failed to
recognise him asked if he
knew where Laurie Lee was

buried! “Well’ he answered

‘most days he’s buried in

the pub?’

Kathy was very young
when they married, she
about 18 and he about 35.
They'd met when she was
dancing with friends down
through a village in Spain
and Laurie was hooked
by her grace and stunning
good looks. Photographs
of her in her earlier years
show a wonderfully good-
looking woman.

My daughter, Rachel
made Laurie the subject
of her dissertation when
at university and had an
enormous amount of help
from Kathy, who said she
was happy ‘to keep the
memory of the Old Boy
going’! Kathy was so kind,
making photos and books
to her, which
Rachel found invaluable.

Two books I found on
Amazon by Valerie Grove,
‘The Well loved Stranger’
and ‘The Life and Loves of
Laurie Lee’ tell a lot about
Laurie for anyone wanting
further reading,.

available

I met Jessy a few times
too and I remember a very
attractive
inherited her mother’s hair
and her father’s mouth. A

good combination!
Pamy Smitiv

woman whod

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

e Vacuum & Brush
- no mess

Servicing & Repairs

¢ Stove Installations

¢ Flue lining
. * HETAS certification




A Perfect Evening For Flying

After taking a couple of half
hour pleasure flights from
Bodmin Airfield last year I
became totally hooked. To
me there is no better way to
see beautiful Cornwall than
from the air. Returning
from one of those flights I
saw the Super Decathlon in
the hangar and I knew that I
had to have a flight in it. It’s
a stunning plane previously
owned by James May with
the registration G-OCOK!
While house-sitting  for
friends in Boscastle this
July I took the opportunity
to book up a flight in it.

We arrived early and
sat outside the clubhouse

the

coming and going and

watching planes

was soon befriended by
Egla the airfield’s black cat.
After filling in the required
paperwork my pilot Andy
asked me where I wanted
to fly. I had booked an hour
this time so had plenty of
options available to me.
He asked if I fancied doing
a loop the loop over the
airfield on returning, well
that was a chance I certainly
couldn’t refuse.

It was a perfect evening
for flying, cloudless blue
sky and very little wind.
Sitting behind Andy meant
I had windows both sides.
One of my passions is
taking photographs so this

was perfect for me.

Take off felt much faster
than my previous flights
in a Cessna. Soon we were
airborne gazing down at
the patchwork fields of the
Cornish countryside. We
first headed to Colliford
Lake to see the new stone
labyrinth. Next we flew
Castle
then on to Fowey. I could
see all the boats lined up
in the harbour, Ferryside,
Daphne Du
Maurier once lived and
the ferry to Bodinnick. We
then flew over Gribben
Head lighthouse with its
distinctive red and white
stripes.  These
recommendations from
Andy who knew the best
spots for photography.

Next the Eden

Project; I could see the

over Restormel

where

were all

was

domes glistening in the sun
from quite a distance away.

Ilvan Jones

Domestic - Commercial

. r—X

Your local Electrician.

Electrical Services Ltd

- Established 19495 -

- Agricultural -
For all your electrical requirements

Tel:01840 213 683 -
Email: info@ijesitd.com
Thia Cffice. 30 High Streel. Delabole. Comwal

"A local service to national standards™

P =

S

Industrial

07738 824 181
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It looked amazing from the
air and showed the sheer
scale of the project. We
then headed across to the
North Coast and flew up
the Camel Estuary passing
Wadebridge, Rock and
Padstow. The colours in
the water were absolutely
stunning.  We  passed
Polzeath and the Rumps
before heading to Port
Isaac. Seeing all these places
I knew well from the air
was thrilling. I have been
visiting Cornwall for many
years, especially the North
Coast. We followed the
coast to Trebarwith where
it was time to head inland

back to the airfield.

I was soon told to hold
on tight to everything as
Andy was going to ascend
to start the loop the loop.

After contacting the control
tower at Bodmin we started
to climb. Speed needed to
be gathered first and we
had to climb to 2000ft.
We then started the loop
by dropping at 140mph. It
was an amazing experience.
All of a sudden, I realised
I was upside down looking
at the fields below through
the window in the roof.
We did this twice before
landing back at Bodmin.

This has given me a
taste for aerobatics so
hopefully the full aerobatic
experience will be my next
adventure. I thoroughly
recommend pleasure flights
from Bodmin Airfield.
They are a friendly team
who make the experience
memorable.

Claire Morgoaw

Your first step in property preservation and maintenance

Carpentry o
Property Care #
Kitchens
Bathrooms &
inyl Flooring e

Fire Door Maintenance e

T: 01208 841 528
M: 07816/899 639
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Cornwall Councillor
Barry Jordan writes

We are making plans this
year to deliver wheelie
bins or protective sacks to
270,000 households across
the Duchy. Residents will
receive information about
the change in service in
due course and do not
need to take any action.
The provision of bins will
contain rubbish and stop
animal attacks leaving litter
in the street. “The new fleet
of more efficient collection
vehicles also provide bin
lifes which will reduce the
need for manual handling
and improve health, safety
and wellbeing for the staff.
In the meantime, we can
all recycle more — there is
no need to wait. Currently
around one third of the
contents of the average
black bin bag in Cornwall
is made up of food waste.
If we all shopped smarter
and used wup leftovers,
that could make a big
difference.

I have recently
contacted all 213 Parish
and Town Councils with
a ‘questionnaire’. We want
their views on planning
and how effective it is and
if they think they are being
given a voice. Housing is

also a big problem and we

are going to build council
houses, some land has been
bought and we want more,
if you have or know of a
land owner who would
like to help, please let me
know. I have had a large
number of responses and
many complaints about
our roads, potholes are
filled fairly quickly but the
major projects seem to be
well behind schedule, the
pandemic has been a large
factor in this, hedge cutting
and gutter clearance is also
a problem but it will be
done in due course. The
last 18 months have been
testing for all and it looks
to every-one that nothing
is being done, but it is, just
not here at the moment.
The
administration have agreed
that we will be building
Council Houses, housing

Conservative

for local people at an
affordable rent; many of
the houses being built by
developers for social and
affordable rent are being
bought up by private
individuals and the rent
is not affordable for local
people. That’s something
that has to be stopped,
there are 1,000s of houses
empty  in
another issue that is being

dealt with by the Empty

Cornwall,

Gakivood Building

DANIEL ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION

01840 250644 / 07968 808135
danroots@aol.com

Roofing

Kitchens

FREE QUOTATIONS

Carpentry e
Extensions e

New Build
Renovations
Bathrooms
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Housing  Group, to
bring them back into
use. There are many
of land which

acres

are  earmarked

housing but being held - .

by private developers
who are just sitting on
the land waiting for
the price to rise. We
all know that we need
much more affordable
housing, either to rent
or for first time buyers,
this is a priority.

We are working very
hard with our officers to
get Cornwall where it
should be, leading from
the front, but we need
your help. We need
your input/comments
as we are custodians of
your Cornwall. Help
me to put your views
forward. Email is best
or write to me as then
I have a record.

Bowry Jordoww
clir.barryjordan@
cornwall.gov.uk
01840230048 or
07799790813

4 Haven Road,,
Crackington Haven,
Bude, EX23 OPD

for F

Gig Club News

The Boscastle and Crackington
gig club have been taking full
advantage of the recent good
weather. With two boats on the
harbourside plenty of crews have
been able to enjoy the fantastic
coastline. There have been a
wonderful variety of wildlife
spotted and one crew has rowed
up to Crackington Haven for
an ice cream stop before rowing
back to Boscastle.

=

In early September, the club
were able to launch their new
wooden gig Torrent, for the first
time. A club racing day, using 3
boats was enjoyed in the harbour
with 4 very competitive races.
New Torrent reigned supreme,
winning 3 out of 4 of her races.
Club members, old and new had
a great fun afternoon and over
£200 was raised by selling cakes
and garden produce to passers-
by.

Club  chairman  Phoebe
Millar was delighted that the
afternoon went so well and that
everyone was able to take part.

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

Disputes | Family
Property | Wills

Seeing the
bigger picture

01208 72328

www.sproullllp.co.uk
Offices at Bodmin, Camelford and Wadebridge




+% National Trust

We recently heard from a
farmer that this has been a
good ‘growing year. And
wea€™d have to agree-
many people point out to
us that cutting back our
footpaths is like painting
the Forth bridge! this year

it certainly seems to be the

case.

We  mentioned in
the Spring edition of
the Blowhole about the

pressure on the network
of  footpaths  around
Boscastle. Alongside this
we have noticed quite a
few extra paths developing
on Forrabury Stitches over
the last 5 years, and this is
having a negative impact
on the meadows.

In response to this we
have re-routed the path

near Willapark and moved
the gate onto the coast path.
We would really appreciate
it if everyone stayed on the
paths, not only in this area,
but all over the Stitches.
As a reminder, there is the
circular path around the
edge, and only one path
through the middle from
the field gate entrance
next to the church, out
to meet the circular path
overlooking the harbour.

We have now started
our hay cuts on bits of
meadows around Boscastle
to help improve their
biodiversity, and we will
be doing more work on
the footpaths around the
Stitches in September.

Best wishes

National Trust Rangers
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk

Rainfall totals measured in millimetres ag>
in Boscastle SX 09697 90138

e =

June 21 | July21 | Aug21
Days with no rainfall 15 15 14
Max rain on one day 32 13.2 8.8
Daty when max fell 27h 3 6
Monthly total 63.4 72.6 44.8
Total rainf “y”e:;me 1632 | 442 | 998

The Holistic Wellness School

-

Lorraine Gibson has been
a natural healer since 1998
and a Fitness Professional
since 2005. She settled in
Boscastle in 2019, moving
from Bude, where she ran a
busy ladies gym and fitness
classes for 17 years. The
Holistic Wellness School
brings together her passion
for Wellness, physically,
mentally, emotionally and
spiritually.
Lorraine  has

decades  studying
qualifying in  spiritual
disciplines  as

spent
and

well as
physical fitness and healing
methods. She completed
her Ecstatic Awakening
Dance qualifications this
year & has been delivering
this dance method at
Festivals and  Wellness
Fayres this year.

Lorraine aims to help
become the best
brightest  version

you
and

of yourself. She has
combined physical fitness
disciplines, meditation and
mindfulness  techniques
with her work as a lifestyle
guru and Reiki

creating a safe environment

healer

for individuals and groups
to explore and improve

their  physical, mental,
and emotional wellness.
She offers one-to-one

mentoring and coaching
as well as group sessions,

events, workshops and
retreats. Disciplines
include, pilates, yoga,

dance, reiki and more.

From 14™ September,
she will be holding weekly
Wellness the
Freedom Valley Project,
at Boscastle Community
and Recreation Centre,
on Tuesday evenings and

sessions,

Thursday mornings.

To find out more about
the Holistic  Wellness
School and for full details

about the local classes,

please visit the website:

WWW.
theholisticwellnessschool.
com

or you can contact
Lorraine on 07595831267
or by email lorraine@
theholisticwellnessschool.

com LG

Custom PC Builds

Networking

* & & o o

Websites

MK Computers

PC Upgrades and Repair

Virus Removal and Protection

email: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk

tel: 07780910578

Venndown

FARMHOUSE

SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION

4* Self-Catering Apartments
Caravan and Motorhome Club Certified Location
Farmhouse B&B
01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall PL35 0EG
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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Correspondence

Thanks
Dear Blowhole

We are writing to the
Blowhole to ask you to print
this message to Ross and all
the staff at the Riverside.

Thanks so much for the
roast service every Sunday,
come rain or shine during
the lockdown or during
the busy times now, never

letting us down.
best wishes
Bawb-and Les Hopking

Starlight ceiling
Dear Editor

I wonder if any of
your more mature readers
could possibly help me
with a little mystery which
has been bugging me
since | stayed in beautiful
Boscastle again last week.

Many  years  ago,
possibly in the mid 1970s,
on one of my many visits
to Cornwall I stayed as
usual at Bossiney House
Hotel, when it was run by
my friends Michael and
Sonia Williams. One day I
walked into Boscastle and
recall buying a number of
copies of The Countryman
which
wrapped in brown paper
for me. On my walk back
I called in somewhere for

magazine were

a drink but cannot now
recall the name of the
However, having
just reread in Michael
Williams™ book “Tintagel
to Boscastle” mention of
the Rocky Valley Hotel,
I am wondering whether
this was the place I visited.

place.

The reason that it has
stood out in my mind
all these years is that the

owner was kind enough
to show me his restaurant,
the ceiling of which had
been drilled with dozens of
holes into which had been
inserted small lights. He
had done this work himself
and I think he called it the
Starlight

some such name.

Restaurant, or

Am I completely wrong,
or does anyone remember
this?

Congratulations on
a fascinating magazine.
Although I have lived near
Penzance for over 30 years
my heart really remains in
North Cornwall.
Kind regards,
Malcolm Sutton
PS: By the time I came
out of the hotel it was
raining heavily and by
the time I arrived back at
Bossiney house my books
were a soggy bundle!
Editor’s note: I remember the
Rocky Valley Hotel, and have
contentedly supped a pint or
three there, but my memory
doesn’t include gazing at the
starlight ceiling. If you can
help, we will pass on any
information or can put you in
contact with Malcolm.

Hello from Polrunny
Farm
Dear Blowhole

We Adam and

Melanie and we moved

are

in to Polrunny Farm in
February and would like to
introduce ourselves to you.

For those of you who
don’t know it, Polrunny
Farm is a 13-acre site
way up the hill that goes
past The Nap. The farm
consists of a courtyard
of four holiday cottages,
our house, fields and two
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enormous portal sheds that
must surely be visible from
the moon.

On the day we moved
in, as we lugged our
mismatched furniture
into the house, we kept
stopping to admire the
breath-taking views down
the valley to the sea. And
then on our first evening,
the wind picked up, the
windows rattled and the
fog moved in...and didn’t
lift for a week. Welcome to
Cornwall!

We'll whisper it quietly,
but we moved here from
London. Like many others,
we re-examined our life
plans while suffering from
working  from  home-
induced cabin fever during
lockdown. We were bored
with our work; we fancied
a new challenge in the
countryside; and our 3 kids
were each off to a different
University. So we decided
to up sticks and move.

Before we got here, we
did have a slight fear we
would feel like outsiders.
We needn’t have worried
about our welcome though.
Everyone has been really

friendly. Our neighbours
baked us a cake to welcome
us. On our first walk in to
Boscastle a local builder
gave us a potted history
of the area as he leant on
his front door, passing the
time of day with those
who ambled by. Even our
German Shepherd, Albus,
made friends as he walked
through the village.

We

precisely because we could
sense its community spirit.

chose Boscastle

The scarecrow competition,
the phone box bookshop
the local farmers and the
fantastic local pubs are
Boscastle  through-and-
through. We are thrilled
to have moved to such a
lovely village.

The six months since
we moved in have been
a busy time for us. We
have spruced up Polrunny
Farm’s  already
holiday cottages, we have
been sampling the food
and drink that Boscastle’s
fantastic hospitality
industry has to offer (all
so that we can tell our

lovely

holiday-maker guests all
about them!), and we have

Cornish Stores

LOCALLY SOURCED GOODS IN STORE ANDONLINE
01840 250344 www.cornishstores.co.uk

====FRESH FISH FRIDAY ====
Clare is always looking over the fresh fish list. If you
have something special you want, give her a call.

===HOUSE BAKED GOODS ===

We bake our own house bloomers each morning on site
along with pasties and sausage rolls.

==DELIVERED ESSENTIALS ==

We are still operating our free delivery service on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Call us to place and
order or use our website to make your basket.




Correspondence

joined the Boscastle and
Crackington Gig Club. The
rowing is good exercise, the
beers and occasional pizzas
are most welcome, as are
the new friendships we are
forging.

We are looking forward
to meeting more of you
over the coming months.
And if you want to get
in touch with us, feel
free to email us at stay@
polrunnyfarm.com

Adamv and Melanie
Deayr Blowhole
A local resident

observed that there have
been several complaints
about ‘the Wall’ but no
mention of the benefits of
the pavement.

Now, when out for
a walk or going to the
surgery, the Nap or to see
Tim at the garage, we are
no longer in danger of
being flattened by passing

traffic.
So, Hurrah for

Pavement.

the

best wishes
fromv o happy pedestrion

A Well Deserved Thank
You
Dear Editor,

I wish to send special
thanks to all the Organisers
and all the Helpers of the
Boscastle Buoys evening,
on 4™ September and to
Vicar Heather for allowing
us all into her garden. The
singing was first-rate; the
food was tasty; the drinks
were  thirst  quenching
(with a complimentary
Pimm’s for starters); the
weather was perfect and
the warmth of the Boscastle
community  spirit  that
surrounded us, just added
to a perfect evening.

I came away from Vicar
Heather’s garden wishing
for more events like this.
It gave us the chance to,
at last, meet up and chat
with so many friends and
neighbours.

Thank you all for a
delightful evening. Give
yourselves a well-deserved

pat on the back.
Gloria Quinlaw

Pub
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Families Welcome

The Wellington Hotel

The Harbour, Boscastle, PL35 0AQ
Restaurant

Beer Garden

Tel: 01840250202

www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com

Hotel

The Long Bar
Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

The Waterloo Restaurant
Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining

Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Freshly Cooked Food

Dear Blowhole
Inglorious Wall
Victorious. Some good

news - if you happen to
be a prospective developer
trying to save a few bucks
that is. A new precedent
has now been set: it seems
you no longer have to
apply for planning consent
for an unsuitable erection
in Boscastle Conservation
Area. Cornwall Council
says so! You heard it here
first.

Having investigated
itself for 8 months, the
Enforcement (should

that read Complacency?)
Department of Cornwall
Council has decided that
it has done no wrong. The
unlawful wall will stay. After
all, as the Council states
that though, ‘technically,
the discharge of condition
application should have
been submitted to the
Planning department
also but this was omitted
...and whilst appearing
quite prominent in the
street scene at present,
this composite stone will
weather, much like the

sides of railway bridges.

Concern is expressed that
it does not blend

the

however,

into
Conservation  Area,
there is more
recent development in the
immediate vicinity and,
the wall is not with the
historic heart of Boscastle.’
Definitely some useful tips
there for any developer’s

political playbook.
The

inform the

Council did not
Parish
other
objectors of the result of

even
Council and
its marking of its own
homework.

(presumably
proficient at  designing
railway bridges) approved
the design. Has it now

Cormac

become  the  arbiter
of design in Historic
Environments? ~ Though
to be fair, even Cormac
advised that planning

consent would be required.

I shall now retire from
this particular battlefield.
Perhaps I should put away
any expletives and start
researching retirement
homes; I hear Cormac run
some. At least the drives
should be tidy!

Alex Stewort

"\ posgastie®

* Microsoft certified & @ Apple authorised
computer & network technician.

¢ Windows PC & Mac, Android & iOS.
Sales & service - home or business.

* Hardware repair, software troubleshooting.

 Anti-virus/system maintenance.

 WiFi/network consultancy & installation.

* Website design & construction.

* Wireless point of sale (POS) & CCTV installations

Contact Tim Ferrett at : boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810

www.boscastleit.co.uk
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NEIGHBOURYS

Is Boscastle about to be
invaded by thespians? Since
Christmas seven properties
have changed hands in
Fore and Dunn Streets,
three alongside: Nicola and
Barnaby (opposite), Ben
and Sarah (next door), Bibo
and Will (over the stream),
plus  children,

relatives and pets.

assorted

I fell in love with Nicola
in Last Tango, where she
struggled single-handed to
run a rackety Yorkshire hill
farm. No-one, I swear, can
play fed-upness as well.

Five series on location
honed her appreciation of
farming life. “When the
stunt girl hesitated” she
smiled, “I could reverse a
vintage tractor and trailer
through a farm gate”.

She also got into
character for her latest
role in Annika as a DCI
heading up a Marine

Homicide Unit by gaining
a powerboat certificate on
Glasgow’s river Clyde and
Loch Lomond. She recalls
it as a weird experience:
strict  Scottish  lockdown
meant that neither in town
or on water lurked a soul.

If cast or crew are found
Covid positive the whole
shoot is suspended. This

limited her contact with
Boscastle. The advantage of
location work means home
can be almost anywhere
but you are often absent
for months. She first saw
the Boscastle property in
August last year, not again
until this March.

Husband Barnaby
has been responsible for
outfitting the property,
fortunately tying in with
his script
writer. From a theatrical
family, he has a successful
record with the RSC
along with numerous stage
appearances, television and
radio. One unexpected
bonus working from home:
“Boscastle’s broadband is
brilliant.”

Before the his
family owned Port Quin
and surrounding farms.
The village itself fell into
disuse not, as legend would
have it, the male population
having gone fishing on
a Sunday — traditionally
unlucky - being caught in a
storm and all drowned, but
because the pilchard shoals
disappeared and therefore
means of earning a living,
so they moved inland or
dispersed elsewhere.

career as a

war

Barnaby brought Nicola
twenty five years ago to visit
his mother who occupies

ﬂlﬂl ‘én%

07855 145493
01840 250808

Supplying quality, natural pet foods, pet treats,
accessories and more.

FIND US AT 5 BRIDGE WALK (next to the
bakery!)

www.longdogpetsupplies.co.uk
FREE DELIVERY TO BOSCASTLE RESIDENTS

Nicola and Barnaby

the White House, their
relationship culminating in
a honeymoon suite at the
Wellington which, almost
uniquely at the time, was
dog-friendly. 'They now
have a son, Harry, 14, very
much into wake boarding,
and Dora, a friendly Red
Fox Labrador

In the late ‘40s the Port
Quin estate was put up
for sale. There were two
contenders: the National
Trust and Billy Butlin. Even
though they were the under
bidder the family preferred
the Trust. The mind
boggles at the thought of
the headland dominated
by swings and roundabouts
and the strains of “hi-d-hi!”

The

house next door

was a holiday let for twenty
years so I am unused to
neighbours, but  Sarah
cordially introduced herself
well in advance, seeking

advice and help.

She  recalls  Wendy
Blunt as her head teacher
at Jacobstow Primary, then
Budehaven, before the
bright lights of London
and theatrical career. Now
connected to LAMDA she
advises and supports theatre
productions across the West
Country,
with the Minack reopening
this season at Porthcurno.

Her father, Robin, is
emeritus vicar of Week St
Mary, rural dean for the
Stratton group of parishes

most  recently

and sometime canon at

Christopher Key

Solicitors Ltd
Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 OBW
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250 900

Established 1997
Serving the local Community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
Open Mon-Fri 9.30am-4.00pm

www.christopherkeysolicitors.co.uk
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Cathedral.  Her
sister lives in Bude, and
her granny in Widemouth
celebrates her 100" next
month.

Truro

So really it was only a
matter of time before she
returned to her spiritual
birthplace “When we got
the keys to the house and
walked in the door it was

the happiest day of my life.”

She and Ben met as
house sharers, he at the time
completing his doctorate
in music. After Oxford he
lectured for a short while
but sadly realised the future
was more golden in finance.
Until June this year he
worked for Deloitte, one of
the “Big Four” accounting
organisations  until its
business support arm hived
off to become Teneo. As
senior managing director
Ben is pleased that so far
it has had a 90% success

rescuing ailing businesses.

The towards
home working has
been accelerated by the
pandemic. Although Ben
is based in Covent Garden,
like most in the financial
sector,

trend

he communicates

Ben, Tobias and Sarah

with clients and colleagues

mainly on line and by video
his actual

head office

limited to a few occasions

conferencing,
presence  at

a year.
Freedom to choose
where one works and

avoiding long commuter
journeys inevitably mean
places like Boscastle will
become more sought after
as residential communities,
just holiday
destinations. 'This should
provide greater financial
prosperity and stimulate
the area as a whole.

Sarah and Ben intend
that eight year old Tobias
will finish

education in

not

primary
London

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Full range of plumbing services

Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems

Landlord Safety Certification

OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221

boscastleplumber@gmail.com

changing to a Cornish
secondary
extending

school at
level, steadily
their time in Boscastle as

circumstances allow.

What do you think of
Cornwall? I asked him. A
pause — “A..Maz..Ing.”

Will and Bibo (across
the stream), black lab
Bojo and family hadnt
far to move this time, just
over from Tintagel. Their
new house begged for
occupation, sadly empty for
years it needed some serious
refurbishment but has now
gained new vitality, its
charming terrace looking
over the castle woodlands.
Will, again, is used to
working away from home as
a location TV cameraman,
at time of writing on a three
month shoot in Alaska

Bibo is currently writing
a novel based on her early

experience up
as one of the original
“Foot’s Barn children” that
phenomenal
travelling artistes that began
in Davidstow in the 1970s
before being whisked along
with her parents pursuing
a  whirlwind  peripatetic
life over five continents,
before finally settling in La
Chaussee in France. After
all that, Boscastle provides
a welcome relief, and return

growing

troupe  of

to her roots. Her sons Tom
and Otis are currently at Sir
James Smith’s.

I am hoping this little
vignette of three families
some who
fear Boscastle will become
overrun by strangers. They
share things in
common: they have strong
local connections; they are

will reassure

several

relatively  young, active,
fun and interesting; they
have children who will
grow up in the village; and
they want to be part of the

community.

We shall not cease from
exploration

And the end of all our
exploring

Will be to arrive where we
started

And know the place for the
forst time

TS Eliot, Little Gidding
CR

‘Penlea’ - Tintagel Road
Joscastle - Cornwall - PL35 ODS

Tel 01840 250635
Mob 07967 507457

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2021

Page 37



Opening Hours and Useful Numbers

Boscastle Spar
Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities
Shop open daily at 6am

Cornish Stores
Open every day 9am to 6pm
Home deliveries available
Tel: 01840 250344

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 0or 01872 272702
Visits every fourth Friday:
Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
October 1t and 29, November 26"

NatWest Bank
The NatWest Mobile Bank visits the car park every
Friday between 1.45pm and 2.30pm.
To ensure that social distancing can be maintained,
there is now a policy of only one customer inside
the van at a time.

Camelford Library
and Information Service

Town Hall, Market Place,
Camelford, PL32 9PD
Tel: 0300 1234 111
Mon & Tues: 10am - 4.30pm,

Wed, Thurs & Sat: 10am - Tpm
Library renewals line: 0845 607 6119
camelford.library@liscornwall.org.uk

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel, PL34 OHH

Tel: 01840770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am - 4pm

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999

Police Station: For non-urgent issues: 101
Bottreaux Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours
emergency doctor: 01840 250209
NHS Adyvice : If you are feeling unwell and need a
telephone health assessment, please call freephone 111

Local Hospitals:

To access the Minor Injuries Unit at any of these hospitals call
111 or online at https://111.nhs.uk/

Bodmin - East Cornwall 01208 251300
X-Ray department every day 8am until 8pm.

Launceston Community 01566 765600
X-Ray department Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Stratton Community 01288 287700
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 5pm

NHS Emergency Dental Service: 0333 405 0290
Local Churches:

Church of England 01840 250359

Methodist 01840779339

Catholic 01840 770663
Harbourmaster: 01840 250200
Parish Council:

Chairman: 01840 250529

Clerk: 01840 230609

email: clerk@forraburyminsterparishcouncil.org.uk
website: www.forraburyminsterparishcouncil.org.uk

Minibus Bookings and Enquiries: 07506 944 622
01840 250442

British Divers Marine Life Rescue to report concerns
01825 765546

Community Centre Bookings:

about any marine animals:

RSPCA: 0300 1234 999
Cornwall Council one stop shop: 03001234111
Environment Agency: 0800 807 060
Floodline: 0345988 1188
South West Water emergency: 0344 346 2020
SWW leak reporting 0800 230 0561
Highways: 0300 1234 222
Western Power emergencies: 0800 365 900

Village Hall bookings: Julie Potter: 07828 824951

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
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MEWS FROM A SMALLHOLDIMG

A couple of weeks ago we were
swimming in the harbour, watching
washing dry in a matter of hours and
worrying about whether or not the
sheep were overheating. And then,
just like that, Autumn seems to have
set in! Running a smallholding makes
you acutely aware of the weather and
the seasons; your jobs' list can be
curtailed by heavy rain or sometimes
brought forward because last night’s
wind took down an old tree in one
of the fields. It is safe to say that
whatever we have planned needs to
be as flexible as possible!

We have a big, black book that
lists all of the things that need doing
on the holding; some of these are
the daily tasks of animal checking
and feeding, others are weekly
mundane jobs such as recycling and
the remainder are more involved. For
example, “Remove shed and replace
with smaller shed and veggie patch”
may sound like it would take a week
or so with the whole family on it.
However, the shed in question is 60
feet long, 20 feet wide and contains
all of our equipment. The task of
removing a shed is overshadowed
by having to find storage space and,
inevitably, having a good rummage
and clear out! And then there is the
adventure of dismantling something
that was second-hand 40 years ago...

While we are looking at what
needs to be done in the coming
months the local wildlife is a few
steps ahead of us. The swallows that
have spent the summer swooping and
diving across the fields and rearing
chicks in our garage, have started
to think about migration. Instead
of chittering and chirruping from
their usual perch on the fence, they
are now high above on the telegraph
lines; the little feathery family being
joined by others preparing to fly to
warmer climates. The rabbits that live
in our banks are doing the rounds of
the vegetable gardens again. They
did a wonderful job of clearing out

all of our young plants, followed by
a second planting and finally a third
earlier in the year. At that point, we
gave up and focused on things that
are staples for our cooking: onions,
garlic and potatoes. The remainder

of the vegetable patch was put aside 8

for borage and comfrey - the bees
certainly enjoyed it! Rabbit-proofing
is another job for Autumn/Winter
and will be done at the same time as
fertilising and covering the beds.

We've had a hedgehog house in
the main garden for about two years
now but for some reason, the local
hog population just don't like it! Our
wildlife cameras have shown many
viewings of this fine property, but
not one taker! Slightly disappointed
about our lack of hedgehogs, we
carried on as normal. Around a
fortnight ago there was a rustling in
the dag (reject wool) bag in the sheep
shed. We keep these fleece offcuts for
putting on the vegetable borders as
a weed suppressant and they work
a treat! Naturally, any rustling in a

the fleecey hog nest

bag in a shed is greeted with great
suspicion, a little apprehension and a
stick to poke things with. When we
carefully raised the edge of the bag a
little face peered up at us, followed
by some tiny snuffly noses. The Hog

House was obviously not in favour as

the comfrey and borage patch

it was lacking wool insulation! Lady
Hog had created a nest and had her
babies in the most snuggly place she
could find. Of course, this meant that
all plans for bringing sheep into said
shed for their normal maintenance
have since been put on hold! We've
had the wildlife cameras set up so we
can watch the comings and goings
of this little group and they are keen
adventurers. It isnt unusual to find
one snuffling around outside the
shed of an evening when we put the
hens away, and we have to make sure
that the shed lights are put on before
we go in at night, just in case one of
our prickly friends is having a wander
around.

One of the (many) things we love
about the smallholding is that we are
custodians of the land. On paper, it
may belong to us, but in reality, it
belongs to all the animals that live
within its boundaries. The rabbits
and hedgehogs are more permanent
residents, the swallows come and go,
and occasionally - when we are very
lucky - we get to see a stag and his
hinds walking through our top fields.
Whatever the season, and however
long the jobs list may be, we always
find time to stop and watch them
and their world go by.

Lawvaw Pollard - Jones
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Harbour Master’s News

A mixed Bad
weather in May made
for difficult fishing and
although  we

improvement in June and

summer.

saw  an
July early and mid-August
were unsettled. Plenty of
boats in the harbour but
mackerel have been very
scarce this year and looking
at my lobster returns I am
down on last year despite
working a few more pots
several of which were lost in
May and had to be replaced.
More were wiped away in
early August. Rene and
Onward are now the only
two remaining registered
commercial fishing boats

left in the harbour.

With Rene I sell all the
catch through the Rocket
Store. So far Onward has
spent more time on her
mooring this year than off.
She does have a licence to
take bass so hopefully with
these more plentiful she
may be doing a bit more
fishing in the Autumn.
I caught a large bass in
early August adjacent to

California Quarry on
a Yo Zuri lure but then
managed to cut my hand
rather badly getting the
hook out. I am very
grateful to the nursing
staff in the surgery who
saw me immediately on
landing and patched me
up. Mark Brown had a
more serious problem
in May when he broke
his right arm on a winch
and could not work for
six weeks. Occupational

hazards in fishing.

Two Boscastle/
Treworld boys, Trehane
Drayson and Paddy Mills
are currently working on
Delta Dawn III out of
Padstow. Earlier in the
year Delta was working
1800 pots  between
Pentire and Crackington
but they have now moved
off north of Lundy and
are fishing for crab. They
do trips of 4 to 5 days
and readers may have
seen the boat anchored
in Bossiney where they
are often overnight. They
both say they really enjoy

their work despite the long
hours and sometimes very
rough conditions.

The flat spells in June and
July made for some really hot
and lovely days and I attach
two photos. I particularly like
the one of the rainbow over
the harbour which was taken
in July by my daughter-in-
law Becky. The other is of
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Ben Hughes and Dan Galvin
in the little yellow harbour
boat fishing off the Meachard

after a picnic on Bossinney.

August 9* saw an incident
when a visitor slipped fell off
the old Harbour Wall onto

rocks below seaward side.
Coastguard and Ambulance
were called who  then

summoned a helicopter. With
the tide rising and a very stiff
breeze I watched the helicopter
circle and then try to hover
over the casualty at least three
times before, on the fourth
occasion, the stretcher was
eventually winched up and
the lady taken to Derriford.
Thankfully she was discharged
that night without serious
personal injury.

Padstow lifeboat was in
Boscastle on 15% Sept to rescue
a kayaker who was swept out
of his craft onto rocks at the
Western Blackapit. Kayaking
in heavy seas is very dangerous.
The man was experienced but
was still caught out and was
lucky not to have been be lost.

ChrisKey



