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THE NAPOLEON INN
High Street, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250204

www.napoleoninn.co.uk
A delightful 16th century pub full of character

Delicious food freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
using local ingredients wherever possible

Dogs on leads welcome
Large, safe beer  garden

Real ales served straight from the barrel
Book a table  for our traditional

SUNDAY ROAST
We are THE ONLY pub in the village with

SKY & BT SPORTS
For up to date events please join us on our facebook page
Ron, Sharon & the whole team would like to thank you

all for your continued support during the covid crisis

for their contributions. 
Th e books, on sale at 
Cornish Stores for £4.95, 
make wonderful gifts for 
Christmas, birthdays, new 
home owners, as a Th ank 
You and so forth. Stock 
up now and be ready and 
whatever you do, don’t 
forget to get one for your 
own kitchen. One early 
buyer said, “I’ve tried 
several of the recipes already 
and they are all delicious. 
I plan to use at least one 
a week till l’ve cooked my 
way through them all!” A 
portion of the proceeds will 
be given by the WI to kick-
start a defi brillator for the 
upper village (see page 4).

Many of the members 
not only contributed 
recipes, they also helped 
with recipe testing and 
proof reading. However, 
the lioness’s share of the 
work on the recipe book 
was carried out by Julie 
Potter, WI President 
and June Mathers of the 

Programme Committee 
who used her expertise in 
the printing industry to 
design and put together 
what we think you’ll agree 
is a beautifully professional 
book. 

Th e end of the year 
2020, with Christmas 
and New Year promises 
to be like no other we’ve 
experienced. Whether 
we can get together with 
family and friends and 
how, remains to be seen. 
Th e WI is committed to 
helping this holiday period 
include some activity and 

cheer for everyone in the 
village. If you’ve never 
heard of Yarn Bombing, 
now is the time to look it 
up, ask about it and get 
involved because we hope 
to dress up the village in 
wonderful colours. We’ve 
received Parish Council 
permission to proceed. Go 
ahead and get creative with 
yarn as knitted, crocheted 
or wrapped objects – your 
gateposts, gate, fence, a 
tree. 

Th e suggested theme 
is the Twelve Days of 
Christmas but anything 

goes as long as it isn’t 
off ensive. Th e time period 
for things to be on display 
is 1st December till 6th 
January. Julie Potter will 
be putting up posters and 
handing out fl iers with 
images of things we’ve 
seen that have been yarn 
bombed so that you’ve got 
inspiration. We’ve seen 
all sorts yarn bombed 
including: a bicycle, tea 
service, chair, wheel, to 
name just a few. Th e idea 
is to be creative and help 
pretty up our lovely village 
over the festive season. 

We are welcoming new 
members to our WI group 
and if you too would like 
to join us, we will welcome 
you. It’s a great way to meet 
other women and together 
there is a lot we can do.

For up-to-date posts 
on our Facebook page, 
please go to https://www.
facebook.com/BoscastleWI

For further information 
contact:
Gillian Schultz, 01840 250 
762, gillian@safesound.
com

GSyarn bombing suggestions include bikes, fences, trees

01208 72328
www.sproullllp.co.uk
Offi  ces at Bodmin, Camelford and Wadebridge

Disputes I Family

Property I Wills
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AVE ATQUE VALE

After much personal heart-
searching one of Boscastle’s 
most popular families, 
Matt and Frances Payne 
Edwards have decided to 
move from Hitherto on 
Dunn Street, a former 
Wesleyan Chapel and 
post office, to Marshgate. 
The main attraction is a 
three acre wooded garden, 
ideal for their young sons 
Nesta and Buster, cat Amy 
and the irrepressible ratter 
Pickle.

They are the sort of 
genuine local family who 
will be sadly missed, the 
couple providing a lively 
and entertaining centre for 
local gatherings, very much 
contributing towards the 
community spirit of the 
neighbourhood.

We wish them all the 
best in their new home and 
as the boys will continue at 
Boscastle Primary, they will 
maintain their connection 
with the village.

This Autumn, 5 properties 
have sold along this same 
stretch of road, each at over 
£400,000.

West Country estate 
agents have noted a recent 
upsurge in demand:  the 
suspension of Stamp 
Duty and second home 
surcharge until March 31st 
next year has impelled a 
rush to complete purchase 
of larger properties with 
decent gardens and office or 
work space suited to online 
businesses.

On the north Cornish 
coast between Padstow 
and Bude, according to 
the Council’s own figures, 
up to 45% of properties 
are identified as second 
homes. Five years ago when 
I was involved with the 
Parish Plan we identified 
over one hundred and fifty 
second homes/holiday 
lets. The authors of the 
current Neighbourhood 
Development Plan tell me 
that number has grown 
to two hundred. This 
effectively eliminates the 
prospect of more young 
couples moving into the 
village, particularly as not 
a single so-called affordable 
property has been built in 
the past decade.

Simon Reeve’s recent 
television documentary 
Cornwall not only exposed 

its areas of extreme 
deprivation, the worst in 
Northern Europe, but 
carefully analysed why 
young people see their 
future elsewhere. As one girl 
living in a garden shed put 
it, “Houses are no longer 
seen as homes but as assets.”

In the forty years or so I 
have lived in Boscastle the 
most transformative change 
I have noted has been the 
loss of small businesses – 
grocery shops, chandlers, 
butchers, chemist, estate 
agent, bank, hardware 
store and electrical goods, 
antique shop, post office, 
and even two garages, 
and their substitution by 
yet more gift shops and 
cafes, almost all services 
devoted to tourism and 
the poorest-paid. Maybe 
this would have happened 
anyway, Amazon did for 
the high street even before 
the present pandemic, 
but it ruins the place as a 
community.

Absentee landlords may 
feel they are connected 
to and contribute to 
community life but results 
of both the 2015 Parish Plan 
and the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan belie 
that illusion, response their 
to household questionnaires 
being practically zero.

CR

Housing Matters
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By the time you read this we will 
be out of the second lock-down and 
headed for a better time over the 
Christmas and New Year. This area of 
North Cornwall has been successful in 
keeping the infection rate extremely 
low and many of our tourists have 
been very careful and keeping to 
themselves.

Like you, I don’t know how or 
when we can get back to any sort of 
normality. I was glad to see that our 
schools are being kept open to give the 
children some sort of structure and 
normality, I am sure that the schools 
will take great care of them and the 
teachers will also look after themselves, 
but we are seeing that there are a 
number of cases in Budehaven School 
where several 16 to 18 year olds have 
been sent home and are self-isolating. 

Cornwall Council’s Scrutiny 
Committee discussed the ‘Cornwall We 
Want’ idea put out by the officers and it 
was turned down by 9 votes to 6. But the 
cabinet refused to drop it and brought it 
back and all 12 councillor members of 
the group were like puppets, each read 
a script given to them by the officers, 
and decided unanimously to refer it 
to full council where they hope to get 
it approved. I have not had one person 
contact me saying they had been asked 
to make a comment and to date that 

is still true.  I replied to the review yet 
nothing that I wrote was taken into 
account, everything published by CC 
is positive so obviously any negative 
comments were discarded, not the right 
way to carry out a survey, and certainly 
not the way that the council should be 
run.

I wrote an article which appeared 
in the Cornish Guardian about 8 
years ago headed “Who is running 
Cornwall Council?” Now I know 
who is running Cornwall Council 
and at this time it is not your elected 
members. That has to change if we 
want our green and pleasant land 
back.

As a governor of the Cornwall 
NHS Foundation Trust, I am often 
given information from Cornwall 
Council which has not been shared 
with the trust and one of the questions 
I asked was how can we have an 
integrated system if all the parties 
are not working together toward the 
same goal, the one door policy where 
everything is shared by all parties. 
The answer I received was that is what 
we are working toward. Next year the 
Cornwall NHS Foundation Trust is 
taking over the Royal Cornwall NHS 
Trust; they cannot be amalgamated 
because Treliske is not a foundation 
trust, so that will be the start of the 
integrated system. All we need now 
is for Cornwall Council to agree and 
I don’t for one minute think that will 
happen.

You will have all seen or heard 
that Cornwall Council are making 
200 people redundant to cut costs, 
yet we have seen in the last month 
6 new senior officers appointed and 
no doubt the money saved by the 
loss of 200 will be swallowed up by 
the appointment of the new staff 
all over £100k per annum. I made 
a statement earlier this year about 
the salaries of senior staff at CC, 25 
senior staff at Cornwall Council were 
earning as much as 800 people in the 
private sector earning approximately 
£18k per year.

Now we have more senior staff 
but the Council have not updated 

the portal so I don’t know at this 
time what and how much these new 
officers are earning and how it’s going 
to impact on next year’s Council Tax. 

Four years ago I was selected for 
the Conservative and Unionist party 
to stand for Cornwall Council in this 
Division, I am pleased to report that 
I have been selected to stand again 
in 2021 for the new Division which 
will be the Camelford and Boscastle 
Division, going from Helstone to St 
Clether, Canworthy Water to Trevalga 
taking in part of Laneast, Davidstow, 
Marshgate, Tresparrett. Cornwall 
Council is to reduce the number of 
elected councillors from 123 to 87 
and that is why the Divisions are 
so large, each taking in some 5,500 
electors. The Camelford and Boscastle 
Division will have 13 parishes, one of 
the largest in the County. If elected I 
will continue to serve you as I have 
in the last three and a half years, of 
course I will not always get it right 
but I will keep trying until I do.

Let me take this opportunity to 
wish you all a lovely Christmas and 
hopefully by then we will be out of 
lockdown and we can all get together 
and have a fantastic new year and hope 
that 2021 is the one we all deserve

BJ

barryjordan@cornwallcouncillors.
org.uk
Tel: 01840 230048
Mobile: 07799790813

Cornwall Councillor Barry 
Jordan writes:

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST

24hr call out

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
07974 581836
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Julie Potter is well known in our 
Boscastle Community. Never have I 
met someone so energetic, bubbling 
with enthusiasm and full of ideas 
which she is happy to carry out. The 
successful Scarecrow Competition 
was her brain-child, as was the WI 
Cookbook, now launched; she is our 
Boscastle WI President, Caretaker 
of Boscastle Village Hall and a 
Trustee and fundraiser for Tintagel 
Social Hall. Added to this she runs a 
Cookery Club, Pay-as-You-Feel Meals, 
and has a stall at two local farmers’ 
markets.  If that’s not enough she also 
has a family to look after. 

Her Cookery Club was aimed 
at helping people to cook meals on 
a budget, and to teach those who 
are struggling, especially teenagers, 
to take better care of themselves. 
People came with a £1 set of 
ingredients, usually veggie based, and 
Julie provided the meat and cheese 
component. At the end of the day 
her “pupils” were able to take home 
a minimum of three and up to six 
meals. 

The Pay-as-You-Feel Meals, 
which provided the donations to 
keep the Cookery Club going, were 
scheduled twice monthly and proved, 
understandably, very popular. Julie 
assures me that as soon as Lockdown 
finishes these will start up again.

Her latest project is aimed at 

helping even more of those who are 
struggling in these challenging times 
to feed themselves and their families. 
In this present Lockdown it has 
become apparent that more and more 
local people are facing significant 
hardship than ever before. Many in 
the community have been furloughed 
or, worse still, have lost their jobs. 
Julie’s prime aim is to ease some of 
their worries and provide free meals 
for those who need it. Some people 
have asked if they can buy a meal and 
she is happy to accept that. She does, 
however, stress that her main aim is 
to provide free meals for those who 
cannot afford to pay. 

Julie plans to put aside one day 
a week for cooking, using one of 
the two Village Halls, and then, 
that evening or the following day, 
deliver to people’s homes or create 
a collection point for the food to be 
distributed. Menus will be advertised 
a couple of days in advance, either by 
poster or on Facebook, so that people 
can phone or e-mail Julie with their 
requirements (including any dietary 
restrictions). 

Julie does emphasise that 
confidentiality and privacy will be 
respected at all times. She is very 
conscious of the reluctance of many 
to admit that they and their families 
are going hungry and are in desperate 
need, so that is why she intends to 
keep her team to a select few who can 
be trusted with contact details. 

She has two volunteer helpers, 

Lesley Walker and Irene Gledhill, and 
they make a very formidable team. 
While Julie does the cooking, these 
ladies peel vegetables, wash up and 
pack the meals ready for distribution.  

You may wonder who pays for this 
and where the provisions come from. 
Much is financed from Julie’s own 
purse, supplemented by donations 
and with the help of local shops 
(such as ‘Charlie’s’ in Tintagel, who 
have provided all additional items for 
the cook this week). Julie is very keen 
to use local facilities where possible: 
Button Meats is one such concern 
which has been supportive. She has 
applied for grants and has been given 
£200 from Cllr Jordan’s Community 
Chest fund. The most expensive 

Neighbourhood Community Cooking Project
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boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Information on local accommodation & attractions  
                                                                    plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,

 gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout

t       Boscastle National Trust
                                       Visitor Centre

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm

November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm

Tel: 01840 250010/250353

Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or

donating some books drop in or give us a call.

www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

Shop & Café
National
Trust

outlay, however, is the acquisition of 
containers for the food to be packed 
in, a procedure which must comply 
with strict food hygiene regulations. 

So, can we help? We certainly can. 
Julie likes to keep a store cupboard 
of food, tins and various items such 
as garlic and ginger. Donations 
of such items, as well as financial 
contributions, are always welcome. 

Julie’s guiding philosophy may 
be summed up in her own words as:                                                                                                               
NO ONE NEEDS TO BE 
HUNGRY.  Her contact number is 
Julie Potter 07828824951

Her passion for this and all her 
other projects really shines through as 
I found when I chatted to her about 
her project. She is, however, quite 
reticent when it comes to blowing 
her own trumpet – persuading her 
to provide a photograph of herself 
wasn’t easy! 

She is now off to the Parish 
Council meeting to talk about yet 
another idea, Yarn Bombing!!

SViner   

Foot Care Practitioners
Foot care in the comfort 

of your own home.
Toenail Clipping

Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment

Painful Callus
Reduction

Everything you require to 
keep your feet pain free!

Claire & Simon Neate dipfhp 
Qualified Foot Health Practitioners

Call:
07968 232344 / 07870 508867

The Trustees of the Old Bank 
Camelford are delighted to offer a 
renewed vision of the Old Bank’s 
purposes thanks to two hard working 
and committed women joining us as 
trustees: Emma Cardoza and Chelly 
Sturgess. The Old Bank plans to 
renew its lease from June 2021 for 
another five years, continuing the 
work done so far, but with a new 
focus on meeting more of the basic 
needs of our community.

Chelly & Emma took over 
running the Camelford & Neighbours 
Community Larder in late December 
2019 when the previous admin 
stepped down. Things were going 
steadily, continuing to help those 
in our communities that they 
could. However, they needed a new 
location for the shed that was the 
Larder’s home, and then Covid hit. 
They battled on against the odds, 
particularly as the shed did not find 
a new home so all the food was stored 
in their own homes.

Months later, Cornwall Council 
were consulting on how communities 
could be better prepared for future 
emergencies and in a zoom call to 
brainstorm this, Claire Hewlett, 
Camelford Town Councillor, heard 
about the amazing work of the 
Community Larder - and how it 
had taken over their homes. The 
OB offered itself as the Community 
Larder‘s new home; once trustees 
saw what was happening, and how 
this fitted in with the Old Bank’s 
charitable objectives of improving 
the life of those in Camelford and 
the surrounding villages, they asked 
Chelly and Emma to join them 
as trustees. Since then we’ve been 
exploring how the Community Larder 
can expand as part of the Old Bank.

Emma said, “We’re freshening up 

the building, changing things to better 
suit our future needs. It will continue 
to be the home of the Camelford & 
Neighbours Community Larder and 
will be used as a donation drop off 
and collection point for essentials, 
we want to go further. We know 
things are difficult for a lot of people 
in our communities at the minute 
and, unfortunately, it looks as if this 
could be the new normal for a while 
yet. We also want to be able to hold 
cooking classes, pay as you feel meals, 
pay as you feel table top sales, drop-in 
sessions with counsellors, budgeting 
and debt help, to establish a credit 
union and much more.”

With Covid19 worsening financial 
positions, increasing mental ill-health 
and social isolation, and with the fear 
that a possible no-deal Brexit may 
lead to food shortages and/or price 
increases, practical help is needed. 
We hope to be in the position to do 
that. Clearly the new lockdown - and 
future ones - will limit what we can 
do, but donations and collections are 
essential so they will continue. We 
invite you to join us: please volunteer 
to help, donate money, food, 
clothing and items that would make 
good Christmas presents: contact 
theoldbankcamelford@gmail.com to 
arrange delivery.

Helen Wood
Chair of Trustees, the Old Bank 

Camelford
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Next year it will be election 
time again for Forrabury 
and Minster Parish Council. 
Councillors - 10 in all - are 
elected for a period of 4 
years. The election is due to 
be held on Thursday May 6th 
2021, but the election may 
not take place. Forrabury 
and Minster Parish Council 
has not held a full election 
since 2009, as in 2013 
and 2017 fewer than ten 
members of the public 
applied, so no election was 
called.

There are many local 
people who care deeply 
about the community and 
do great things to support, 
entertain  and keep us all 
safe. But very few such 
people are prepared to stand 
for election and take on the 
parish councillor role. Why 
is that?

Well, part of it might 
be a reluctance to risk 
rejection at the polls, part 
might be uncertainty about 
the role and the extent of 
the commitment required. 
Some might be a wish to 
avoid what they fear would 
be endless, apparently 
pointless meetings. But if 
people who care about the 
community and want to 
protect and promote what 
is good about it, won’t put 

How about standing as a Parish Councillor?
themselves forward, we are 
all the poorer for it. If they 
do, though, the community 
benefits to work together 
more effectively.

The requirement is 
in general to attend one, 
occasionally two meetings a 
month to discuss and decide 
on matters of local import.  
The Parish Council has 
limited powers itself, but it 
can achieve a lot by working 
with the community and 
neighbouring communities.

 The parish council is 
a recipient and conduit of 
local opinion, feeding into 
the appropriate county 
and national authorities 
the feelings and demands 
of the local population. 
Councillors have access to 
background information, 
correspondence, county 
and national policies and 
information. Councillors 
are encouraged to carry out 
research on items between 
meetings, to meet with local 
residents who want their 
help and take an interest in 
local community groups.

 The Neighbourhood 
Development Plan group 
act as a sub committee of 
the Parish Council and are 
doing a huge amount of 
work on its behalf to get 
planning policies specific 

to the Parish to protect 
our heritage and promote 
policies for our future needs. 

What makes a good 
councillor?

There is no one size 
fits all answer. The main 
criteria are an ability to 
work with others for the 
good of the community, a 
readiness to learn about the 
role, integrity and openness 
in their dealings with 
the community. Within 
six months of election 
councillors are required to 
undertake code of conduct 
training which states that 
councillors should exhibit 
“selflessness, honesty 
and integrity, objectivity, 
accountability, openness 
and leadership.”

They must take into 
account the views of others 
with impartiality, must 
behave with propriety 
and not use either their 
position or council resources 
improperly. They must take 
advice into account but also 
make their own decisions.  
Naturally they are expected 
to treat all others with 
courtesy.  Bullying and 
intimidatory behaviour 
towards others is not 
tolerated.

Councillors must  
not take part or vote on 

issues where they might 
benefit personally or their 
family, close associates or 
organisation they represent. 
Benefit can be financial or 
could be defined as to their 
general advantage. However, 
it is up to the particular 
councillor to make that 
personal judgment.

Being a parish 
councillor can be very 
rewarding, knowing that 
you are doing your best to 
promote the best for the 
community. You can be a 
champion for the areas that 
interest you and help with 
plans and decisions that 
affect us all. 

So, whether you have 
stood for the council in the 
past, are currently a parish 
councillor or are new to local 
politics, if you are interested 
in the future of the place 
you live do consider putting 
yourself forward for the 
council.

You can always find 
out more by talking to 
the clerk, Adrian Prescott 
or a current councillor. 
Information about local 
elections can also be found 
at www.cornwall.gov.uk/
council-and-democracy/
elections/ 

Nominations open 
29/3/21, nominations 
close 8/4/21, election day 
Thursday 6/5/21.

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
• New Builds • Renovations 

• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

BosCars
Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
Luggage Transfers for Walkers
Friendly & Reliable, 24hr Service
Telephone 07790983911
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D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

TEL : 01840 250155

 HOLIDAY HOME MANAGEMENT 

 HOLIDAY HOME WASTE COLLECTION

 FULL LINEN SERVICE  

TOP QUALITY LINEN HIRE OR LAUNDRY SERVICE

GARDEN AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

LOCAL, RELIABLE AND FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

PLEASE CONTACT ANGIE OR LEE ON     07396279788

         coastalcottagecleaning@gmail.com

www.coastalcottagecleaning.co.uk

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

Th e Directors of 
Boscastle Community 
Interest Company (CIC) 
received many comments 
regarding their call for 
action following their 
announcement in the 
previous edition. Th e 
project is in danger of 
being halted as there is a 
lack of community drivers 
and general help to keep 
the project alive. However, 
regulations of keeping and 
maintaining the minibus 
are onerous and left to only 
a few hardy volunteers 
– this free community 
goodwill does only so far. 
Some people have come 
forward to try and ensure 
that the minibus continues 
to serve the purpose of its 
arrival. Th e Directors have 
requested an extension 
of three months on the 
insurance – an outlay of 
£350.

It is important to 

note that Coronavirus 
has impacted the use of 
the minibus for obvious 
reasons. However, the 
Directors want to highlight 
how Coronavirus has not 
impacted their discussions 
regarding the future of the 
minibus project – the call 
for volunteers to help keep 
and maintain the minibus 
was made long before the 
pandemic.

Th e Directors have 
volunteered to drive the 
minibus for some small 
community trips in tier 1 
areas operating with less 
passengers. With a new 
COVID secure screen 
installed, passengers 
will need to wear a face 
covering and sanitise their 
hands before boarding. 

For more information 
on trips, speak to Claire 
(Minibus Manager) on 
07506944622 or see 
community noticeboards.

The minibus drives on…but for how 
long?
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The Reading Room
I’m visiting Th e Ancient 
Reading Room alone today. 
Our country has once again 
entered a lockdown period 
to help stem the spread of 
Coronavirus. My visit here 
was deemed essential to 
ensure all was safely secured 
before I turned the key and 
walked away again.

Th e Bookworm 
Buddies have kept in 
close contact, through 
various means, because we 
fi nd that by sharing our 
thoughts and opinions of 
the books we have read, we 
are motivated and inspired 
to keep reading. When 
spirits dip low and the ache 
of loneliness creeps upon a 
soul it is all too easy to not 
bother. Th ese strange times 
could fi nd us slumping in 
a chair watching endless 
television or constantly 
scrolling down screens 
mindlessly. I am the fi rst 
to enjoy a good fi lm or 
documentary or drama. 
Th ey can be uplifting and 
awe inspiring but when the 
television is on all the time 

there can be a temptation 
to allow yourself to be 
carried along without 
engaging with what you 
fi nd popping up on the 
screen. How do I know? I 
know because I have done 
it.

Having a Bookworm 
Buddy is a life-line. 
Chatting to them stirs 
you into picking up that 
book you’ve been meaning 
to read and to switch off  
the television. Maybe you 
have thought about a book 
which you read years ago, 
why not re-read it? Books 
aimed at younger readers 
can also draw you in. I 
loved the Harry Potter 
books! Some people enjoy 
doing a craft or hobby. 
Bookworms that do have 
found that listening to 
audible books keeps them 
company as they work. 
Th e end result, whether 
reading or listening is the 
same. You are absorbed 
in a diff erent world with 
intriguing characters. It 

can be so compelling that 
you don’t want to leave 
that world and your new 
friends. It’s a real tonic. 
Why not buddy up with 
a friend or neighbour and 
compare notes on the book 
after you’ve read it? It spurs 
you on to keep reading. 
Summer Reads

Over the summer 
the Bookworms have 
all read books of their 
personal choice as well 
as the ones we agreed to 
read. Browse through 
their recommendations. 
Something may catch your 
eye.

Some of them may 
have a review posted on 
@keeperofthe key on 
Instagram.
Books recommended 
by the bookworms.
Olive Kitteridge by 
Elizabeth Strout. 
A Summer at Sea by Katie 
Fforde
The Night Circus by Erin 
Morgenstern
The Kashmir Shawl by 
Rosie Thomas
My Father’s Tears by John 
Updike
Human Traces by 
Sebastian Foulkes
Our Endless Number Days 
by Claire Fuller

The Long Song by Andrea 
Levy

All of us read and 
reviewed the following.

The Heat of the Moment
by Sabrina Cohen-Hatton

Th e author lost her 
father when she was nine 
years old. His death sent 
her mother on a downward 
spiral of mental health. At 
fi fteen she left home and 
ended up sleeping rough 
and selling copies of Th e 
Big Issue to support herself 
whilst she completed her 
GCSEs. Th ree years later 
she joined Th e Fire Service. 
She is now married to a 
fellow fi refi ghter. 

Th is book demonstrates 
the author’s skills and 
commitment to becoming 
an expert in her fi eld. 
She studied psychology 
to understand how stress 
aff ects or infl uences 
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the complex decisions 
fi refi ghters need to make. 
Th e book contained many 
scenarios and descriptions 
of training exercises which 
were very detailed. She 
also goes into the detail of 
her research and how the 
results have changed the 
standards, legislation and 
impact within the fi re and 
rescue service.

Th e Bookworms had 
mixed feelings about this 
book. Some Bookworms 
were not motivated to 
read it, another was a 
bit disappointed that it 
wasn’t a straightforward 
autobiography but found 
it interesting none the 
less. We thought she wrote 
so well about decision 
making and so vividly 
about rapidly changing 
situations. She described 
her amazing route to a top 
job, and gave a real insight 
to a completely diff erent 
way of life.

One Bookworm said, ‘I 
am glad I read it but I can’t 
say I enjoyed it.’

Th e Bookworms 
thought that maybe in 
the current situation they 
would have found that a 
book which transported 
us away from stress and 
sadness was more enjoyable. 

It is however a well written 
journal about a remarkable 
and impressive life. 
Story 6 Writing Quality 6

Quichotte
by Salman Rushdie

Th is is a long, 
complicated but strangely 
amusing book. It takes 
determination to get 
through it. It was long 
listed for Th e Booker 
Prize. It is loosely based 
on Cervantes 17th century 
novel ‘Don Quixote’.

Quichotte is an 
Indian man who lives in 
America and works as a 
travelling pharmaceutical 
salesman. He lives in a 
fantasy world created by 
his thoughts. He ends up 
journeying in search of 
the woman he loves who 
is, in fact, oblivious of the 
relationship Quichotte 

imagines they have. Th e 
journey takes him across 
America revealing its 
current tides of racism, 
populism and the opioid 
crisis.

Th ere are two stories 
that cleverly intertwine and 
refl ect each other. Th e book 
is pure crazy, fantasy and 
it is often confusing and 
complex to follow but you 
keep trying. It is written 
in such a way that you 
are compelled to try and 
understand its bizarreness.
Storyline 4 Writing 
Quality 7

Until we next meet 
remember that during 
lockdown reading or 
listening to audible books 
can help raise your spirits 
and chase boredom away. 
Did you know there is a 
lovely book programme on 
BBC Two called ‘Between 
the Covers’? It is presented 
by Sarah Cox with some 
famous guests. I thoroughly 
enjoy it and you might too!

Stay safe and well and 
keep reading!

Yours truly
The keeper of the Key

Remembrance 
Sunday
On Remembrance 
S u n d a y , 
M e t h o d i s t 
Minister Rev. 
Linda Barribal. 
held a very short 
service at the 
War Memorial. 
F o r r a b u r y 
Church bell was 
rung to mark 
the two minutes 
silence, and was 
rung again on 11 
November. photo Gillian Schultz
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Like many of his kind 
William Duke of 
Normandy’s primary 
concern, when he invaded 
England on September 28th 
1066, was not the wise and 
benevolent future rule of 
his newly-subject people, 
but loot.

That was the way of the 
medieval world. A king 
induced the loyalty of his 
followers on the basis of 
some kind of spiritual 
devotion, so-called “divine 
right” and more tangibly on 
promise of personal gain.

Given that at this point 
there were at least a dozen 
contenders trying to deprive 
Harold of the English 
throne, William’s claim by 
no means the strongest, his 
best argument lay in use of 
force.

“It is reckoned that in 
the twenty years following 
the conquest two hundred 
thousand Normans and 
Frenchmen settled in the 
country while at least three 
hundred thousand English 
people, one in five of the 
native population were 
killed by William’s ravages 
or starved by seizure of their 
farm stock and their land.” 
(David Howarth, 1066 the 
Year of the Conquest)

William, for his part, 
returned their loathing with 
interest. He refused to learn 
the language (not much 
change there) and spent 
most of the remainder of 
his life in Normandy.  His 
only significant legacy was 
the imposition of Norman 
French as the language of 
the courts and nobility.

Not only the 
authoritative Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle but all other 
contemporary records attest 
to his tyranny. Although 
at first the population 
might have been willing to 
negotiate peace and accept 
a new ruler, when they 
discovered what he really 
wanted they resisted.

It took five years 
of ruthless repression 
to put down revolt. 
His dictatorship was 
characterised by the 
imposition of ruinous taxes 
and thefts of treasure from 
churches and monasteries 
and wholesale dispossession 
of property. He centralized 
of power and wealth into 
solely Norman hands, and 
displaced Anglo Saxon 
aristocracy by rule through 
a feudal system. Revered 
and respected figures of 
English life were thrust out 
of office, reduced to penury, 
imprisoned chained and 
manacled, blinded and 
maimed.

It is idle to speculate 
what if England might 
have become had it never 
been invaded, whether 
better or worse as a result, 
but certainly it would have 
been different.

In 1086 William 
instigated a survey of 
England to define exactly 
what he had and who 
owned it. It was not at the 
time common for legal 
documentation to establish 
land rights. Now it did. 
The ‘Book of Winchester,’ 
perhaps better known 
as the Domesday Book, 
stands as a prime example 
of colonial land-grab.  
William deposed some four 
fifths of the English owners 
and gave their land to his 

followers. French lawyers 
provided the paperwork 
so he might ingenuously 
explain “every man should 
know his right and not 
usurp another.”

Prior to the Roman 
conquest the natives of 
Cornwall could best be 
described as Romano-
British. They had already 
traded with Rome during 
the Iron Age and although 
most of the UK then 
came under direct rule 
Cornwall remained largely 
autonomous. When the 
Romans left the Cornish 
continued to resist further 
incursion from Anglo 
Saxon invaders, remaining 
still proud of their language 
and Celtic ancestry.

An iron age cliff 
castle stands at the site of 
the modern coastguard 
lookout, its name Willapark 
derived from ‘whyllas’ and 
‘parc’ meaning lookout 
and common, alongside 
the ‘Stitches,’ an Iron-Age 
farming system

The present harbour area 
was recorded as ‘Talcar’ (or 
Talkarn) a single accessible 
inlet of commercial trading 
value existing along thirty 
miles of bleak, sparsely 
populated coastline. 
According to Domesday 
William the Conqueror’s 
half-brother Robert Count 

of Mortain held lordship 
over Talcar. William de 
Botreaux was given lands 
there and built a castle in 
order to stamp Norman 
authority on the area and 
give his name to the village.

Norman castles were 
constructed not only to 
protect the new landlords 
against their tenants but to 
provide what England had 
never had before, a large 
number of prisons. “The 
grim stone keeps were a 
threat to every man and 
every woman in every part 
of England, and stood as 
symbols of bondage.”

William the Conqueror 
was no hero, neither were 
his followers. They took by 
force, they ruled by force.  
All history, wrote the great 
Macaulay, is the history of 
freedom. All over the world 
peoples have reclaimed their 
freedom and expunged 
emblems of colonialism: 
countries renamed, statues 
toppled.

The village’s present 
name is pleasant sounding 
enough maybe, but the 
castle is long gone. Is it not 
time to ask why it continues 
to bend a knee to a foreign 
invader and not restore and 
celebrate its ancient past?
(I am indebted to Rod and 
Ann Knight’s work The Book 
of Boscastle 2004)

CR

Talcar, not Boscastle 
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Elftastic day at Cornish Stores

Dressed to impress, Clare 
and the team at Cornish 
Stores hosted their first 
“Elf Day” in aid of the 
Alzheimer’s Society on 
Friday 4th  December. 
Many came out to support 
the fun and games along 
with sampling gin, cakes 
and treats. But the biggest 
attraction was the chance 
to see the team in Elf 
costumes!

Coronavirus has 
changed everything 
for people affected by 
dementia. As a result of 
lockdown, people have 
found themselves isolated 
from their families and are 
more vulnerable than ever 
before. The Alzheimer’s 
Society is a cause close to 
the hearts of Clare and the 
family and their festive 

Clare and Jamie dressed up to raise money for people 
affected by dementia

fund raising will be a 
lifeline for many.

There will be donation 
boxes on the counter 
throughout December 
or you can donate online 
at the Just Giving page 
www. ju s t g i v ing . com/
fundra i s ing/Cla re -H-
Doolan

Thank you to all those 
who popped by or helped 
to support the good work.

www.alzheimers.org.uk

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Portable Appliance Testing
Boscastle & Surrounding Areas

Bed & Breakfasts - Holiday Lets - Businesses

Contact Nick for details: 07793 939332
ncservices@thepictureparlour.vpweb.co.uk

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 01840 250114

•	 Vacuum & Brush                   	
	 - no mess

•	 Servicing & Repairs
•	 Cowls & Bird guards
•	 20 mile radius

•	 Stove Installations
•	 Flue lining 
•	 HETAS certification 
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...he began to shout: 
“You girls & boys won’t 
get any toys unless you 
let me out!”
Or, if you prefer, – 
‘Twas the Night before 
Christmas, when all 
through the house, not 
a creature was stirring, 
not even...’ well, don’t you 
believe it! On a number of 
memorable Christmas Eves 
past, we were certainly 
stirring (or attempting to) 
– except in our case, it was 
more a question of the boys 
not getting any toys unless 
Santa could get in! 

The dreadful Christmas 
Eve when time ticked on, 
and would my young son 
go to sleep? No way! One, 
two, three o’clock and still 
no chance of getting into 
his bedroom. Finally, at 
five, the deed accomplished 
at last, two bleary-eyed 
parents retired to bed, only 
to be woken at six by shrill 
shouts of “Santa’s been!!”

Then, there was the 
time when we forgot to 
pick up Santa’s mince pies 
and port, (not to mention 
Rudolf ’s carrot), resulting 
in a furtive expedition 
downstairs at some 
unearthly hour to dispose 
of them. 

How about the 
explanations to worried 
children that we didn’t 
have a chimney for Santa to 

come down and no carrot 
to give Rudolph because 
Mum didn’t have any?

In the run-up to 
Christmas, of course, 
presents need to be 
concealed in safe places, 
well screened from prying 
eyes. Occasionally, this can 
pose logistical problems, 
such as the year my mother-
in-law gave my husband a 
water-butt for Christmas. 
“Just hide it” she said “till 
Christmas Day, I want it to 
be a surprise.” That’s fine 
but where? It is not easy 
to camouflage a 200-litre 
water-butt! The garage 
was out of the question 
as was the greenhouse, as 
both were regularly visited 
by the intended recipient. 
So, it became a ‘virtual 
present’, on view on our 
landing but to be tacitly 
ignored. Mother-in-law, 
bless her, remained in 
blissful ignorance of our 
failure to carry out her 
instructions!

Then, one of my 
bright ideas: a sundial for 
my husband, to make a 
matching pair with the 
bird-bath which already 
adorned the garden. The 
item was picked up on 
Christmas Eve and kept 
out of sight in the car. 
Now, all I had to do was 
smuggle it into the house: 
the only trouble was it 
weighed a ton! So later that 
evening, with hubby safely 
upstairs in the bath, my 
two sons (in their dressing 
gowns) and myself heaved 
it into the house with a 
howling gale whistling 
around our ears and certain 

other unmentionable areas. 
Into the dining room and 
out of sight, disguised 
with a bit of tinsel and my 
husband banned from that 
room till morning: mission 
accomplished! I still 
wonder if this episode had 
any bearing on the slipped 
lumbar discs from which 
all three of us were to suffer 
in the years to come!

I’m sure most of you 
can share similar stories 
(and recall the headaches 
they sometimes caused). 
Looking back, though, I 
wouldn’t change a thing. 
At heart I guess I am 
still a child - ‘cos I love 
Christmas! 

SV 

When Santa got Stuck up 
the Chimney...

Here’s to a Merry 
Christmas for us 

all
As I write this article, we 
are nearing Christmas, a 
time of celebration and 
family get togethers. I am 
wondering how we will 
all celebrate Christmas 
this year. At the present 
time our Vicar is holding 
Zooming Church Services, 
since we are unable to 
worship in Church. 
Will we have Zooming 
Midnight Mass this year, 
I wonder? If family groups 
are restricted to numbers 
of 6 only, it might be that 
Christmas dinner has to be 
organised over several days, 

in order to celebrate with 
the whole family. It is all 
very uncertain.

In the past it was the 
certainty of Christmas 
family traditions that I 
found comforting. There 
was a timelessness to 
the Christmas tree with 
the same decorations 
being placed on it - the 
angel, made by my (then) 
playgroup daughter, much 
battered but still treasured; 
a bauble, once owned by 
my Grandmother, the 
gilding flaking off but 
not to be thrown out 
and the heart gift tag 
that my other daughter 
attached to a Christmas 
present, long forgotten. 
Memories flooded back 
as each decoration was 
found a place on the tree, 
sometimes finding the 
same place on the tree each 
year.

Memories of other trees 
come to mind. Before 
artificial trees took over 
from the pine variety with 
their Christmas piney 
aroma, one early December, 
my sister decided she would 
get ahead of the game. By 
buying a Christmas tree 
early in the month she 
could choose the best-
looking one. There it stood, 
festooned in decorations 
but, unnoticed at first, week 
by week slowly and quietly 
shredding more and more 
pine needles. When most 
of the decorations hung 
on naked branches and 
Christmas day was rapidly 
approaching, she had to 
admit defeat and rush out 
and buy whatever scraggy 
tree was left. We didn’t 
comment upon it!  Another 
two-tree household was my 
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Contact Tim Ferrett at : boscastleit@gmail.com 
TEL : 01840 250 106  MOB : 07976 046 810

www.boscastleit.co.uk

•  Microsoft certified &    Apple authorised
     computer & network technician.

•  Windows PC & Mac, Android & iOS.
     Sales & service - home or business.

•  Hardware repair, software troubleshooting.

•  Anti-virus/system maintenance.

•  WiFi/network consultancy & installation.

•  Website design & construction.

•  Wireless point of sale (POS) & CCTV installations

daughter’s. She decided 
one year that she would 
not join the consumers of 
Chinese made Christmas 
decorations, she would 
make her own. Her 
enthusiasm knew no 
bounds, as they say. One 
tree was not enough to 
hold all her handiwork and 
despite the small size of 
her living room, two trees, 
complete with twinkling 
decorations, held pride of 
place and took up most of 
the room.

I am unsure whether 
I will decorate a tree this 
year or, if I will be able to 
celebrate Christmas with 
the family. I am certain, 
however, that I won’t go 
into a panic about getting 
salmonella poisoning from 
the turkey, as I did several 
years ago. Th at year, a few 
weeks before Christmas, 
some ‘doom merchant’ 
produced a programme for 
television on the dangers of 
salmonella poisoning from 
poultry. Images of people 
succumbing to the poison, 
being too sick to dial for 
help and spending weeks in 
hospital, then, on returning 
home, having to deal with 
life-changing ailments, had 
a profound eff ect on my 
psyche. So graphic were 
the images and distress of 

the suff erers (presumably, 
all reconstructed by actors 
for the programme!) that 
when it came time to eat 
the Christmas fare I had 
prepared for the rest of 
the family, I was unable 
to eat the smallest morsel. 
Th e programme had made 
such an impression on 
me that I was convinced 
there should be at least 
one able bodied person to 
call the emergency services 
when they all became 
ill.  ‘Mmmmmm’, they 
said, as they tucked into 
turkey, pigs in blankets, 
homemade stuffi  ng and all 
the side dishes that make up 
this once a year celebration 
dinner. ‘You should have 
some’ they said, ‘You have 
done yourself proud this 
year, it is soooo tasty’.  I 
waited for the retching to 
begin. 

Well, of course it didn’t 
happen and I did myself 
out of Christmas dinner 
that year and learnt my 
lesson, as far as scary 
television programmes are 
concerned. I hope you, 
Dear Reader, will be able 
to enjoy your Christmas 
dinner and store up 
happy family memories of 
Christmas 2020, despite 
the strange time we are 
going through. 

GQ

Boscastle Farmshop gets Festive

In these turbulent times, 
your local Farmshop is 
here to help. We’ve recently 
launched our Online Shop 
for many of your essential 
items and treats.  Products 
are being added regularly 
and you can always ring/
email/message us to add 
your favourite items not 
listed. Home deliveries 
continue to be available on 
Saturdays, Tuesdays and 
Th ursdays. You can pre-
order all your Christmas 
goodies including meats/
turkeys/Christmas trees/
cakes etc.  Do pick an 
Order form up when you 
visit, or download from 
our website.

Christmas lunches, are 
available on Wednesdays 
and Sundays in December. 
Th ere’s a mouth-watering 
2 or 3 course menu to 
choose from. Naturally 

with our whole operation 
we’ll be following COVID 
regulations to keep you 
and us safe.

In January we are 
holding a Tapas & Wine/
Cider Tasting Event run 
with in conjunction with 
Padstow based Trevibban 
winery. An evening to look 
forward to in the New Year 
or why not buy a ticket for 
this Event for a loved one.

Don’t forget we have 
Gift Vouchers available 
for those people who are 
always so diffi  cult to buy 
for, a perfect solution. 
Please do get in touch if 
we can help in anyway and 
thank you so much for your 
continued support through 
these diffi  cult times, we so 
appreciate it.

Keep up-to-date 
with our latest news by 
following our Facebook 
page/Instagram and our 
website.

Merry Christmas One 
and All, Keep Safe from 
Jackie, Robin and all the 
team at Boscastle Farmshop

AS
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Bottreaux Surgery News
This year has absolutely 
flown in general practice; 
we have worked hard during 
the pandemic and we have 
been grateful to receive a 
lot of support from local 
businesses and patients. 
We have successfully 
held the majority of our 
flu clinics, with social 
distancing intact, thanks to 
our amazing nursing team 
and the great support of 
our patient participation 
group. We do still have 
clinics and vaccines 
available though, so if you 
have not received yours yet 
please contact the practice. 
Patients aged 50 to 65 
who are not usually at risk, 
please bear with us; we are 
awaiting national guidance 
as we have been asked to 
prioritise all those at risk 
first. Both our Facebook 
page and website are 
updated regularly.

Although we are, as I 
write this, in the middle of 
lockdown; we are working 
hard to get Tintagel surgery 
back up and running as 
usual. Currently clinics 
are being held there ad 
hoc, in accordance with 
staffing levels but the 
option is available once 

again and our wonderful 
team will advise you 
where your appointment 
is located when you book. 
We continue to work 
slightly differently with all 
GP appointments held as 
telephone consultations, 
and patients coming in 
face to face when needed. 
We do still have routine 
appointments available 
both on the day and 
pre-bookable. You can 
book these online or over 
the phone. The nurses 
may hold your chronic 
disease appointment over 
the phone but bloods, 
dressings, smears and 
vaccinations (as well as 
many other things) are still 
being seen at the practice 
so by consulting over the 
phone where we can, we are 
aiming to keep everyone 
safe.

When you attend for an 
appointment we are happy 
for you to wait in your car 
and the clinician will let 
you know when they are 
ready to see you. At present 
our waiting room inside is 
not open unless a member 
of the team lets you in; this 
is to limit numbers in the 
waiting room so for you 

to wait in your car where 
possible is preferential. 
This is under constant 
review, particularly as the 
weather turns, and we are 
currently in the process of 
obtaining some shelter for 
outside.

We are still trying 
to keep our footfall to 
a minimum so please 
only attend the surgery 
when necessary. We have 
updated our phone lines to 
have greater capacity and 
to ensure a more effective 
way of working during 
this time. Dispensary can 
now take calls directly 
between 9am to 10am and 
4pm to 5pm, Monday to 
Friday. Please be aware 
though that they cannot 
take medication requests 
over the phone for safety 
reasons and medication 
queries are best managed 
by completing a form 
online. It would really 
help us if you could sign 
up to the text consent 
service so that you get a 
text when you prescription 
is ready as we are getting 
a high volume of calls 
from patients checking 
their prescription is ready 
which unfortunately 
blocks the lines and delays 
the dispensary processing 
prescriptions.

You will have seen 
the exciting news about 
the proposed Covid 
vaccination programme, 
this is still in the early 
stages of planning but 
please rest assured we are 
busy behind the scenes 
trying to organise the 
logistics whilst awaiting 
further information.

Finally we are happy 
to welcome some new 
staff to the surgery. Emily 
Parr has now joined the 
nursing team and will 
be undertaking many 
of your respiratory 
reviews, alongside your 
other nursing needs. 
Damian Blackley has also 
joined us recently from 
Boots, he is working as 
Operations Coordinator 
for the surgery. We are also 
looking forward to a new 
permanent GP joining 
us in February, Dr Emily 
Hancock.

As always, thank you 
for ongoing support during 
this difficult time and for 
helping us to help you.

From everyone at 
Bottreaux Surgery, we 
wish you a safe, happy and 
wonderful festive season.

With best wishes
Danielle Kirby

Business Manager

Jackie Horwell

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Relax in the beautiful 
surroundings of this 300 
year old coach house, 
with large, secluded 
mature garden and 
private parking

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135

danroots@aol.com

Roofing   •   Carpentry   •   New Build
Extensions   •   Renovations

Kitchens   •   Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Across
5 Curious Superhero (6,5)
7 Buys grasses (5)
10 Steps off this Cornish beach (9)
12 London, Paris, Rome etc., 
excellent! (7)
14 Carry furry animal (4)
16 Party food for cannibals? (6)
18 Horse event makes a racket (9)
19 See 8d

20 Small fish. Just a mo at present 
(6)
21 Musical instrument sounds 
dishonest (4)
23 Care for special event (5)
25 Feel deep respect always in 
Religious Education (6)
27 Smash and grab sheep rustling? 
(3,4)
29 Edgy hair (6)
30 Educate fish (6)
31 Bird sounds a bargain (5)
32 Percussion instrument, spaced 
out to fish (8)
Down
1 Woolly female starts reaching 
for large jug (4)
2 High level information (7,9)
3 Box for virtue (7)
4 Stupid donkey (3)
6 Latest information from all over 
the place (4)
8 & 19a Planet has a lovely 
physique (8,4)
9 Force things (5)
11 Aunt in proportion (8)
13 Confused priest for Looe loses 

Steve’s Winter Crossword

General plumbing 
maintenance

Boiler and heating services
Kitchen, bathroom and 
appliance installations

Tiling
Call out services

07816 910510
www.opplumbing.co.uk

ring and gets just desserts (12)
15 African National Congress 
visits Italian capital for love (7)
17 Hats for cricketers (7)
22 Sheep with singular underwear 
becomes wild (7)
24 One of these sounds like it’s 
needed (6)
26 Cleric loses right for bit on the 
side (5)
28 Call for a round of drinks (5)

answers on page 7

Linda’s Place Names Revealed
1 Communist girl - Redruth
2 Part of an engine &    how we got 
here - Camborne
3 Greetings - Hayle
4 Just normal - Par
5 Holy interred girl - St Buryan
6 Canonised foreigners - St 
Germans
7 Writing implements & female 
relatives - Penzance
8 Holy uprightness in a flower 
garden - St Just in Roseland
9 Judges in June, July & August - 
Summercourt
10 Rodent home  - Mousehole
11 A reptile - Lizard
12 Farming implements 
Harrowbarrow
13 Spoil a child - Ruan Minor
14 Perhaps - Mabe
15 Cross roads Four Lanes
16 Part of a church & resident of a 
convent - Altarnun
17 Paddling place - Pool
18 Recreation ground - Playing 
Place
19 Would you use this in an old 
lock? - Newquay
20 In favour of public transport - 
Probus
21 Pickled cinders - Saltash
22 Crazy boy - Madron
23 Oriental consort - Indian Queens
24 Rich employer’s home - 
Boscastle
25 Royal crossing - King Harry Ferry
26 Poster - Sticker
27 What you expect if you get these 
right! - Praze
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers
Boscastle Spar
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities

Shop open daily at 6am

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702

Visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40

 January 22nd, February 19th, March 19th

Camelford Library
and Information Service

 Town Hall, Market Place,
Camelford, PL32 9PD

Tel: 0300 1234 111
Mon & Tues: 10am - 4.30pm,  

Wed, Thurs & Sat:  10am - 1pm
Library renewals line: 0845 607 6119
 camelford.library@liscornwall.org.uk

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel, PL34 0HH

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day

Cornish Stores
Open every day 9am to 6pm

Home deliveries available

Tel: 01840 250344

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues:             101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                      01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a 
telephone health assessment, please call freephone      111
Local Hospitals: 

Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251300
Minor Injuries Unit  8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community	           01566 761000
Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am  - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Stratton Community	            01288 320100
Minor Injuries Unit open 8am - 10pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

NHS Emergency Dental Service:   0333 405 0290

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre: 
		        01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:

Church of England                            01840 250359
Methodist                                            01840 214818
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:	                          01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:                                            01840 250529
Clerk:  01840 230609   email: forminpc@gmail.com

Minibus Bookings and Enquiries:  07506 944 622

Community Centre Bookings:        01840 250442

British Divers Marine Life Rescue to report concerns 

about any marine animals:    01825 765546

RSPCA:  			             0300 1234 999

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop:  0300 1234 111

Environment Agency:                       0800 807 060

Floodline: 			              0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:      0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting                           0800 230 0561

Highways:                                             0300 1234 222

Western Power emergencies:         0800 365 900

Village Hall bookings: Jane Spachett: 07985737356

Village website:   www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

NatWest Bank
NatWest report that they are in the process of 

making changes to Mobile Banks so that they are 
COVID secure and to ensure that social distancing 

can be maintained.
At the time of printing, no date was available for 
when the mobile bank will return to Boscastle.
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continues on next page

I could sense the anxiety 
as I watched small black 
feet scurrying, frantically, 
backwards and forwards 
on the other side of my 
neighbour’s gate. Th e gap 
at the bottom of the gate 
was too small to allow 
the animal to escape and 
it was obvious that was 
its intention. At fi rst, I 
thought it was a rat but 
quickly realised it was a 
hedgehog. Now I could feel 
its anxiety transferred to 
myself, for mid-afternoon 
is not the time of day you 
expect to see nocturnal 
hedgehogs. Th e animal was 
obviously in distress and 
needed help. 

I knocked on my 
neighbour’s door and she 
told me it had been in 
her garden for a couple 
of days. She had Googled 
and discovered cat food 
was a recommended diet. 
However, we removed 
‘Hedgie’ from her garden 
and placed him/her in 
a box. He gave little 
resistance during this 

Fingers Crossed for the Tiggy-Winkles

handling, which also was 
concerning. When in 
doubt I always contact my 
personal village ‘help desk’. 
He knew someone with 
the expertise to help the 
poor little creature and so 
we handed ‘Hedgie’ (since 
named Madern - Cornish 
for ‘one who is Lucky 
and Fortunate’) over to 
Michelle. She texted later 
to say that Madern was very 
sick. He was dehydrated, 
his eyes were sunken and 
his weight was well below 
the level he needed to go 
into hibernation. He had 
Crenosoma (lung worm) 
and a fair amount of 
Capalaria internal parasites 
(another form of lung 
worm). He was eating 
but only with assistance. 
Two days later, good news 
from Michelle, ‘someone 
enjoyed their fi rst proper 
meal’. He was moving 
about more, but needed to 
put on weight before we 
could uncross our fi ngers. 
She said once he has 
survived the winter, she will 

return him from whence he 
came - a Boscastle garden.

By coincidence, a 
few days later I received 
an email from Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust stating that 
‘hedgehog numbers have 
declined by two-thirds in 
thirty years and this year, 
the Red List for British 
Mammals classifi ed them as 
“vulnerable to extinction” 
for the fi rst time’. Th e 
Trust suggested ways we 
can help these endearing 
creatures. Create hedgehog 
‘highways’ by cutting a hole 
in your fence or digging 
a channel beneath garden 

boundaries. Avoid the use 
of pesticides such as slug 
pellets; make ponds safe by 
having a ramp for animals 
to climb out of steep sided 
water features and be aware 
of the dangers in your 
garden to these special 
creatures (such as garden 
netting or the lighting of 
bonfi res when hedgehogs 
may be sleeping in them). 
Michaela Strachan, 
conservationist and 
Autumnwatch presenter 
says ‘Now their only hope 
is their garden - that’s their 
last refuge. But we have to 
make our gardens hedgehog 
friendly’.

a healthy hedgehog in the wild
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MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair

♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection

♦♦ Custom PC Builds

♦♦ Networking

♦♦ Websites

♦♦ Spares

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

Update on Madern the 
Hedgehog.

Michelle reports that 
Madern is responding 
well, finished all wormer 
medication and gaining 
weight slowly. Last 
week Madern uncurled 
completely, on his own, 

You may wonder that 
Michaela says ‘their garden’ 
and you may think of it 
as your private garden but 
just reflect on how many 
creatures have access to it 
and how frequently they 
return. A friend once said 
she was told that we do 
not own our homes, we 
are just custodians of them 
for our lifetime, so doesn’t 
the same apply to our 
gardens? Hedgehogs need 
our help now more than 
ever before, so give some 
thought to what you can 
do, to make their life easier 
and help prevent them 
from becoming extinct.

which was when Michelle 
was shocked to discover 
Madern has a terrible 
wound on his back leg. 
Although he is using it, it is 
completely full of infection 
and swollen. Madern is on 
more medication for this 
and he will be seeing a 
wildlife vet on Wednesday 
morning (2nd December) 
to get this fully assessed 
and to see how far this is /
is not compromising him. 
The wound would explain 
why he was so poorly, 
on top of the parasites. 
Michelle says Madern is a 
‘real soldier’ and has come 
so far. Michelle will update 
me after the vet visit.

Alas the outlook was 
bleak for Madern, the vet 
found that the infection 
was too severe to be treated 
successfully and it was 
decided that it would be 
kinder to put him out of 
his misery.

GQ

a hedgehog highway between gardens in use

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle  
SX 09697 90138

Sept 
2020

Oct
2020

Nov 
2020

Number of days 
with no rainfall 12 6 8

Max rainfall on 
one day in mm 18.2 25.8 12.2

Date on which 
max fell 24th 4th 2nd & 

14th

Monthly total 
rainfall  in mm 71.2 172.8 116.2

Total rainfall 
same month last 
year in mm

167 203.4 181.6

continued from page 37

Fifteen years ago in the Blowhole

Alas, no-one filled Martin’s boots: the sports’ reporter post is still vacant

Pandemic Flu
In the winter 2005 edition 
we featured a two page 
spread entitled ‘Advice from 
the Department of Health 
on Pandemic Flu’, including 
information about pandemics 
and vaccination. You can 
read this and other previous 
issues of the Blowhole online 
at 
boscastlevillagearchives.
co.uk/blowhole/

War Memorial
A donation received from 
the Trigg Morris Men has 
been used for a new seat. 
The Hircock family have 
donated a new front gate in 
memory of Vivien’s mother, 
Mrs Mary Hilton. This is 
now in place.
Coastwatch
A dedication service was held 
at the National Coastwatch 
Station Forrabury. The 
ceremony was carried out by 
the Rev. Christine Musser 

and was attended by family 
and friends.
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The Napoleon Inn’s 
Poppy Competition
This autumn at the Nap 
we decided to hold, what 
will become an annual 
art competition to raise 
funds for Boscastle British 
Legion. Even though 
Remembrance Sunday fell 
during lockdown 2, we 
were so happy with the 
amount of people who 
entered so THANK YOU 
all.

As you can see from the 
pictures, we had so many 
lovely poppies to chose 
from.  The winners were 
picked by landlady Sharon 
Muffett who chose Dawn 
Forde for the adults and 
Rhiannon Catterick for the 
kid’s entries 

So, thank you to all who 
took time to get arty and 
we look forward to seeing 
more poppies next year.

BD

As if by magic, December 
dawns on Boscastle and 
the magical Christmas elves 
begin to bring some festive 
atmosphere to the village. 
Silently and graciously, 
these unknown Christmas 
volunteers organise and 
erect the two Christmas 

Silent Christmas elves work their magic

Local photographer, Dave 
Burns has produced a 
2021 calendar featuring 13 
images he has taken this 
year. The calendar, price 
£10, is printed on high 
quality, thick, spiral bound, 
photographic paper. It is 

sized A4 closed/A3 open.
Dave offers free delivery 

to addresses within 15 
miles of Tintagel. You can 
contact him on 07779 
041223 or find him 
on his facebook  page 
DaveBurnsPhotography

trees at the crossroads at the 
top of Fore Street and in car 
park outside the Cobweb 
Inn.

Huge thanks to Boscastle 
Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce for funding the 
community trees but even 
more thanks to those that 

make it all happen. Whilst we 
do not underestimate the task of 
ensuring both trees stay in place 
during the squalliest climate - 
we are grateful to all those who 
go above and beyond to make 
our village even more special for 
everyone to enjoy.
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Amelie laying her wreath

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES 
BAR SNACKS

 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT 
 SUNDAY CARVERY 

Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm
Evening Meals 6.00pm-9.00pm

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

Rocks, Crystals & Gemstones

unclepaulsemporium@outlook.com

Uncle Paul’s Emporium
incorporating Boscastle Rocks

Facebook: Uncle Pauls Emporium

Twitter: @BoscastleRocks

01840 250400

Our Autumn term has 
been calm and happy. We 
are surrounded by so much 
talk of lockdown and the 
uncertainty we all share 
about the weeks ahead. 
Despite this, the children 
are all so happy, resilient 
and understanding of the 
needs of those around 
them.

Whilst our days look 
and feel very familiar, 
our little school family 

is separated into three 
bubbles, in line with 
current guidance. As a 
result, we have all been 
missing one another. We 
have found some ways to 
stay connected, but remain 
distanced.

We have a weekly 
assembly, either remotely 
or outside. We have four 
new teams, led by our 
Year 6 children.  Everyone 
is doing their very best 
to earn team points in 
sporting and creative 
activities as well as for 
positive contributions to 
school life. The points will 
be collated at the end of 

the term and the winning 
team will have a special 
reward.

We thought that if we 
are missing each other, 
there must be some people 
nearby who are lonely too. 
We are planning a few ways 
to brighten the winter. 
We are collecting items 
for the charity, Cornwall 
Christmas Boxes. We 
are making cards to send 
to people who are alone 
and we hope to record 
some Christmas songs 
and readings for everyone 
to share. We will put 

more information on our 
website in a week or so.

We discovered so many 
talented bakers during 
lockdown that we decided 
to revive these skills in 
preparation for our own 
Boscastle Bake Off.

Last week’s home 
challenge was to make 
some dough. Amazing 
results!!!!
Wishing you a wonderful 

Christmas from all of 
us at Boscastle Primary 

School


