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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for 

publication.  The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.

The editorial team include: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, 
Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda, Steve Simmonds, Sue Viner.

The next Blowhole will be published in September 2018
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year. 
To subscribe go to www.visitboscastle.com/blowhole or phone 01840 250685

Communications to the Blowhole can  be posted to:
Jonhurst Cottage, Boscastle, PL35 0AW

The Blowhole is published quarterly and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude tel: 01288 381700  email:  easy.print@btconnect.com

Editorial

BosCars
Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
Luggage Transfers for Walkers
Friendly & Reliable, 24hr Service
Telephone 07790983911

The Spring  edition of 
the Blowhole featured 
many pictures of snowy 
scenes around the village. 
Two months later and 
our gardens are crying 
out for rain! No doubt 
by the time this hits the 
streets, our fickle English 
weather will have changed 
its mind again - I do hope 
we get just enough rain to 
keep everything ticking 
over nicely and plenty 
of sunshine in which to 
enjoy the great outdoors in 
this wonderful part of the 
world.

Writing the bit about 
the cover price of the 
Blowhole, I was impressed 
that we have kept the price 
static since the end of 2003 
- I seem to remember that 
the fabulous shops and 
businesses that kindly sell 
the Blowhole for us had 
found that the 75p price 
gave them problems with 
people not having the 
correct change. However 
as our overheads had 
increased, we could not 
revert to 50p and remain 
financially viable, so made 
the leap to a cover price 

of £1, with our fingers 
crossed that visitors would 
continue to support the 
magazine by buying copies.

A historic calculator 
informs me that £1 in 
2003 is worth £1.55 today. 
Then, a loaf of bread cost 
53p and a litre of petrol 
86p. Energy bills have 
almost tripled in price 
since 2003.

The good news is that 
this is not a long preamble 
to announcing a price 
increase for the Blowhole. 
We will keep the sale price 
at £1 for as long as we can.

Thanks once again to 
everyone who supports the 
Blowhole, by contributing, 
distributing, advertising, 
reading, buying, selling etc 
etc.

Don’t forget that you 
can read back copies online 
on the village website at: 
boscastlecornwall.org.uk/
blowhole/blowhole.htm

and also on the fascinating 
historical archive site:
boscastlevillagearchives.
co.uk/blowhole/

Have a fab summer
PA
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THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Restaurant Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250251
Serving lunches, evening meals,
Homemade Cornish cream tea 

Enjoy your visit in the restaurant or our
  sheltered tea garden with a large marquee.

Enjoy a few drinks with friends from THE SHACK - 
our fully licensed bar in the garden!

 Dogs on leads welcome.
 ALFRESCO SUNDAY CARVERY 

AVAILABLE IN OUR MARQUEE IN THE GARDEN OR 
IN THE RESTAURANT & LET THE KIDS ENJOY OUR 

PLAY AREA WHILE YOU RELAX
For opening hours and bookings please ring 

 01840 250251

Here are the dates for the 
summer table top sales 
to be held on behalf of 
charitable causes on the 
lawn at Valency House. 
Events commence at 9am. 
If weather is inclement the 
sale day is postponed to the 
next available Sunday.:
24th June Moorland 
Ponies
8th July Castle Goff Cat 
Rescue
29th July Coastwatch
12th Aug Merlin Trust
Monday 27th Aug 
Nowzad

Jane is always happy to 
welcome new stall holders 
either on a regular or one-
off basis basis. Stall spaces 
(supply own tables) cost 
£10. Proceeds of stall rent 
and entrance donations go 
to the nominated charity. 

For further information 
please contact Jane 01840 
25046 or Chris Rodda 
01840 250012 or mobile 
07855310610 

Advance notice that 
Boscastle School’s Annual 
Duck Race Day will be 
held on Sunday 1st July, 

VALENCY LAWN SALES

You will almost certainly 
have noticed the two 
reclined bus shelters on the 
triangular patch of ground 
on Barnpark Road. (In case 
you haven’t seen them, 
they are shown in the 
photo above). The larger 
of the two is soon to be 
lifted into place on a newly 
laid concrete base. Soon 
local residents will be able 
to laugh at the rain, wind, 
snow etc., or shelter from 
the summer heat wave 
from the safety of the new 
shelter. The smaller one 
is a spare, which will be 
removed from the site to 
temporary storage until a 
site for it is agreed.

Gimmee Shelter

The Parish Council 
are acquiring the site for 
the base and bought the 
shelters very cheaply from 
Cornwall Council, which 
was removing them from 
Newquay Bus Station as 
part of its redevelopment. 
They would otherwise have 
been destroyed. 

Once erected, the new 
bus shelter will be cleaned 
and any advertising will be 
removed. The base will be 
sited about halfway along 
the triangular grassed 
area, fronting onto the 
pavement.

Residents in the area 
have long campaigned 
for a bus shelter and road 
safety will be improved by 
moving the existing bus 
stop from the bend on 
Doctors Hill.

SS

Could you give the 
gift of time?
Cornish charity the Merlin 
MS Centre is looking for 
volunteers to support the 
organisation in a variety of 
roles. The Charity provides 
therapies, support and 
information for anyone 
living with a long-term 
neurological condition at 
the Centre at Hewas Water 
near St Austell and through 
its Outreach services.

Caroline Rickard, 
volunteer co-ordinator 
said: “People gain so much 
from volunteering – it is a 
way to learn new skills, get 
to meet other people and 
give something back to 
their local community.”

The volunteer positions 
include drivers and escorts, 
administration, café, 
and general fundraising 
duties. Most positions 
require a maximum of 4-8 
hours a week, although 
fundraising volunteers are 
just needed occasionally 
for store collections, to 
help at events and to work 
at fêtes and fayres. Last year 
90 volunteers dedicated 
11,000 hours to support 
its work.
For more information,  
please call Caroline on 01726 
885530 or e-mail caroline@
merlinmscentre.org.uk
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You may have noticed 
the ‘CLOSING DOWN’ 
banners that have appeared 
on our shop front down 
on the harbour, and many 
friends and customers are 
curious to know what is 
happening. Well, Peter 
and I, after 30 years of 
retail, 22 in Boscastle, have 

decided to retire at the 
end of October this year. 
We intend to hang up our 
running shoes in pursuit 
of a more leisurely pace of 
life.

The new tenant of the 
Shop will be Regatta, who 
many of you will know, 
they have been a popular 

CORNISH RAMBLER says Farewell after 22 years

name in the outdoor 
clothing and footwear 
trade for many years, and 
we feel sure that they will 
continue to provide our 
customers with a good 
value for money service for 
the future. Their intention 
is to close the shop for a 
number of months over 
winter, in order to shop fit, 
and then will re-open with 
fresh stock in the spring.

Regatta will also be 
employing our current 

Manager, Simon, and have 
offered him a very good 
package to stay with them, 
so you will still have his 
friendly expertise at your 
disposal.

And what will we do 
with ourselves? Will we get 
bored? Well the plan is to 
travel in our motorhome, 
to have some adventures. 
Cautiously at first – Wales, 
Scotland, and then who 
knows, across the water to 
Ireland and beyond! It will 
also be a luxury to enjoy a 
summer in our garden, to 
try to tame it, we may even 
win!

However, we will 
continue to run the Shop 
until the end of October, 
and as we have to provide 
Regatta with an empty 
Shop – ALL STOCK 
MUST GO!. So do come 
on down to see us, as the 
closer we get to the end 
of October, the more 
bargains there will be for 
you to enjoy!

All that remains for me 
to say now is that Peter and 
Kim, and the whole Dixon 
family, wish to say a sincere 
and hearty THANK YOU 
to you all, our wonderful 
friends and Customers, for 
your support and much 
appreciated custom over 
the years.
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The Directors of the 
Boscastle Community 
Interest Company are 
pleased to announce the 
arrival of a community 
minibus which they 
hope will bring benefit 
and opportunities to the 
different groups associated 
with the village. In addition, 
the Directors are looking 
to provide the opportunity 
to the community who are 
unable to access services 
and facilities due to the 
village being geographically 
isolated.

The 17-seater minibus 
will arrive at the start of 
June and will be available 
for immediate use. Drivers 
aged of 25 to 69, with a 
B1/D1 car licence of at 
least two years, will be able 
to operate the minibus in 
accordance the terms and 
conditions of use. The 
minibus is not for profit - 
the Company will soon set 
fares at a level intended to 
meet the running costs but 
not to generate a profit. 
However, the Directors 
have set aside revenue to 
offer a period of free use 
in order to mobilise the 
project.

The team have 
organised a small set of 

FREE USE OF COMMUNITY MINIBUS
Summer excursions to 
get the minibus straight 
out into the community: 
: Exeter Ikea, Fri 22nd 
June, depart 10am/return 
circa 3-4pm. Free ride. 
Trago Mills Bodmin, Wed 
11th July, depart 10am/
return 3pm. Free ride. 
Lost Gardens of Heligan, 
Wed 18th July, depart 
10am/return circa 3-4pm. 
Free ride. Entry £11.30 or 
65+ £9.70. In addition, 
the team hope to organise 
a village Monday “hopper” 
starting at the top of 
Boscastle and finishing 
at the car park and will 
announce more in due 
course.

It is important to 
highlight that this 
project is time sensitive: 
should the use of the 
minibus not generate 
the required income to 
keep it maintained then 
the Company will need 
to consider the onward 
viability of the project. 
With good use and 
community teamwork, it is 
hoped that this asset could 
continue for the long term. 
However, it is important to 
highlight that the CIC is 
not the only organisation 
in need of support. 

Camelford Age Concern 
reported that over the past 
few months the amount 
of use being made of their 
minibus has declined. This 
no doubt has been partly 
due to the time of the year 
but also to the increasing 
age of the passengers 
and those willing to act 
as trip organisers. Both 
organisations urgently 
need volunteers who are 
willing to act as organisers 
or drivers. A trip organiser 
is not a particularly onerous 
task - make a list of people 
[minimum of ten], check if 
the date is free with the bus 
manager, letting the driver 
know who these people are 
and where they live, and 
then on the day collecting 
donations towards the cost 
of the bus. The trips can 
be to places of interest in 
Cornwall or Devon.

The CIC is grateful 
to Claire Bailey and Tim 
Claridge who have offered 
their time to support 
the project. Claire will 
become the ‘bus manager’ 
organising the paperwork, 
diary and telephone line 

while Tim will ensure the 
minibus is roadworthy 
each week by checking the 
levels and booking it in for 
maintenance. The tireless 
goodwill of community 
people keeps a little village 
like Boscastle one of the 
best places to be!

To book the Boscastle 
Community Minibus for 
group hire or to plan an 
excursion, contact Claire 
Bailey on 07506944622 or 
find Boscastle Community 
Minibus on Facebook. 

For more information 
regarding the Camelford 
Age Concern minibus, 
contact Cherry Whitehead 
on 01840213391. If you 
would like to be or know 
anyone who would be 
interested in becoming a 
volunteer driver or trip 
organiser, please do get 
in touch. Want to help 
behind the scenes, please 
do get in touch. At the very 
least, please talk about the 
above with people as often 
it is when it is too late you 
hear “oh, I didn’t realise” 
and the opportunity is lost 
for a generation.

Remember These Men: The War Dead of 
Tintagel, Boscastle & St. Gennys - 1914-1919

215 page A5 paperback book, first published in 
2012. 79 men from three parishes.

£10 per copy, plus postage

Details from the author, Nick Thornicroft: 
07769556206

nickthornicroft@me.com
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MK Computers
 ♦ PC Upgrades and Repair

 ♦ Virus Removal and Protection

 ♦ Custom PC Builds

 ♦ Networking

 ♦ Websites

 ♦ Spares

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

Music, thunder and good 
times in North Petherwin 
Kindred Spirits Festival 
was held on the 26th and 
27th May at Waterloo 
Farm, North Petherwin 
near Launceston and was, 
once again, a great success. 
Now in its third year, this 
family-friendly festival 
featured three music stages 
in an idyllic rural location 
spread over 20 acres with 
full camping facilities. 
Whatever your taste in 
music there really was 
something for everyone 
this year, with a diverse 
mix of bands, solo artists 
and DJs performing over 
the weekend.

Festival favourites 
Backbeat Soundsystem and 
Mr Tea and the Minions 
headlined the Rainbow 
Marquee, whilst psytrance 
duo Zetan Spore headlined 
the Stevie B Stage alongside 
the homegrown talent 

of Dusk at Dawns. The 
dance tent was hosted by 
Therapy DnB and featured 
an exclusive set from Nicky 
Blackmarket, who is widely 
regarded as one of the 
pivotal figures in the early 
drum ‘n’ bass scene.

As well as music the 
festival also offered free 
circus workshops with 
Flotsam the Fool along 
with a choice of bouncy 

castles to keep little ones 
entertained. The Tintagel 
Warriors also returned 
with their Saxon camp to 

This year Kindred 
Spirits Festival also boasted 
its very own Firetribe 
which wowed the crowds 
after dark with their fire 
juggling displays. Even the 
added acoustics of thunder 
claps and a few rain showers 
did not stop festival goers 
enjoying the weekend – 
which was predominantly 
dry and sunny.

Speaking to the 
Blowhole, organiser 
Andrew Leeds wished 
to thank all of the crew 
members who worked 
so hard to make it 
happen, along with all the 
musicians and performers 
that played and took part. 
He also wished to extend 
his gratitude to the Werren 
family, who own the land 
where Kindred Spirits 
Festival takes place. Last 
but not least Andrew also 
wanted to thank everyone 
that attended the Festival. 
“You’ve all made my dreams 
become a reality and I look 
forward to seeing you again 
next year, same time same 
place,” he said.

TL/AJ

entertain the crowds with 
battle re-enactments and 
living history talks. This year 
the festival was also pleased 
to welcome Rivermoor 
Coven; a local collective 
of dancing witches who 
perform at local events and 
celebrations just for the 
fun of it – their colourful 
performances certainly 
brought a smile to all those 
watching.

The Wellington
Hotel Boscastle

The Long Bar
Open from 11.00 am for:

Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks 

The Waterloo Restaurant
Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining

Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Pub                      Restaurant                   Hotel

Families Welcome          Beer Garden          Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202

www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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Heel 2 Toe Mobile Foot Clinic

SANDY PECH
SAC Dip FHPT and FHPP

Home and Care Home 
foot care visits provided 

within 20 miles of Boscastle

01840 250410
07969 357634

email s.pech181@btinternet.com

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FOR ALL yOuR ELECTRICAL REquIREmENTS

TEL : 01840 250155

Forrabury and Minster 
Parish Council has made a 
bid for a share of £200k for 
highway improvements in 
the Camelford area. Its key 
priorities are to improve 
road safety at Doctors’ 
Corner, Bottreaux surgery, 
New Road and Penally 
Hill.

Cornwall Council has 
divided the County into 
19 Community Network 
Areas (CNA) and allocated 
each Area £50k per annum 
over 4 years for highways 
improvements. In addition, 
they will fund one Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) 
for each Area for changing 
regulations, e.g. yellow 
lines, speed limits etc. 
Each CNA is run by a 
panel, comprising the 
local Cornwall councillors 
and representatives of 
each parish council in the 
Area.  The panels are also 
consulted on the provision 
of health, social care and 
local police matters.

Forrabury and Minster 
is one of 17 parish councils 
bidding for Camelford 
Network Area funding, so 
the competition is fierce. 
But they feel in a fairly 
strong position, having had 
a list of measures agreed 

in principle by Cornwall 
Council back in 2014. The 
main changes would be to 
make the double yellow 
lines on Penally Hill and 
New Road apply all year 
round and to make parking 
around the entrance to 
Bottreaux Surgery illegal. 
In addition the parish 
Council are asking for 
a scheme to protect the 
houses on New Road from 
having their gutters ripped 
off by passing traffic, as 
currently happens several 
times a year.

SS

Road Safety Improvements

Used Postage Stamps
It’s true to say that, with 
more people using social 
media to send all sorts 
of greetings and with 
increased postal charges, 
the volume of mail 
collections has reduced 
over the past few years. 
More important, then, to 
make sure that any stamps 
that do come through your 
letter-box are saved and 
placed in the collection 
box at the surgery or put 
through my letter-box at 
No. 8 Pentargon Road, 
Boscastle. The work of the 
R.N.I.B. is vital to so many 
people every single day.

ML
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Th e Parish Council had 
been canvassed by the 
County Council for 
its opinion on use of 
public funds to support 
a new sports stadium for 
Cornwall. Th e Parish 
replied: “Th e Stadium for 
Cornwall is eff ectively 
a stadium for Truro, its 
expensive facilities for only 
two sports and a location 
remote from much of 
Cornwall.”

A Stadium For Cornwall?

Th e general feeling was 
that the Stadium increased 
the “Trurocentricity” of the 
County, drawing attention 
and fi nancial support away 
from more remote areas 
such as North Cornwall. 
Focusing on just rugby and 
football deprived athletics 
or other activities from 
attention.

However one member 
pointed out the example 

Contact Tim Ferrett at : boscastleit@gmail.com 
TEL : 01840 250 106  MOB : 07976 046 810

www.boscastleit.co.uk

•  Microsoft certified &    Apple authorised
     computer & network technician.

•  Windows PC & Mac, Android & iOS.
     Sales & service - home or business.

•  Hardware repair, software troubleshooting.

•  Anti-virus/system maintenance.

•  WiFi/network consultancy & installation.

•  Website design & construction.

•  On-site repairs from £40.

•  Chromebooks from £199, Windows PCs from £299,
     iMacs from £499, Macbooks from £599

of the purpose built Exeter 
stadium that showed 
results in terms of sporting 
participation and league 
success.

In April Cornwall 
Council decided by a 
69/41 majority to donate 
£3million of EU funding 
towards the stadium 
which will be sited at 
Th reemilestone just 
outside Truro. Of the 
estimated total cost of 
£14 million eight million 
has been provided from a 
partnership between the 
Cornish Pirates, Truro 
Football Club and Truro 
and Penwith College. 
Th e remaining £3million 
depends on an anticipated 
David Cameron promise, 
not yet fulfi lled.

However, in any case, 
the partners guarantee they 
will make up the shortfall. 
While the Pirates at present 
attract crowds of up to 
2,000 for home games it is 
anticipated these will swell 
to fi ll the 6-10,000 seater 
stadium once they have 
achieved league status. 

CR

What do you see when you 
look out of your window?
I see Forrabury church, 
standing solidly in its 
ancient churchyard and 
on a clear day, Lundy’s 
cliff s shimmering in the 
sun light and at night 
its lighthouse winking a 
warning to shipping. In 
the distance I see the green 
slopes of Beeny, too far to 
make out walkers trudging 
to and from Crackington 
Haven and too far to 
smell the scent of golden 
gorse. As I look out of the 
window I remember other 
windows from my past.

My Grandmother’s 
‘parlour’ window, here a 
child is waiting to see the 
creamy, white horse that 
daily pulls the milk cart. 
Th e horse patiently plods 
up the road, not giving 
way to the knowledge of 
her daily treat waiting at 
No. 27, where a lady will 
appear with a tasty morsel. 
But before this object of 
my attention appears, a 
man straight out of my 
picture books, comes into 
view. He lights up the 
monochrome greys of the 
sky and cityscape with his 
colourful attire - a sinuous 
robe of reds, yellows and 
russet hues. 

At a jaunty angle on his 
black curls, sits a pillbox 
hat. His fl uid robe swirls 
and ripples around his 
sandaled feet as, with regal 
bearing, he purposefully 
strides along the pavement, 
ignoring the biting wind. 
Why has he left his sunny 
home to come here, a city 
of reluctant summers, is 
it to study at Edinburgh’s 
prestigious centre of 
medicine? 

He couldn’t see the 
small child that was me or 
answer my questions and 
so he was not be aware 
of the lasting memory 
he left of my view from 
Grandmother’s window.

To be continued…
GQ 

‘A Room with a View’

Blowhole Cover Price
Th e selling price of a copy 
of the Blowhole in 1993 
was 30p. It rose to 40p in 
1995. In Summer 1998 
the price increased to 50p, 
and with the exception of 
the Spring 2001 A3 colour 
edition, which cost £1, 
remained so until Spring 
2003, when it rose to 75p.
A second price rise to £1 in 
2003 heralded the  Winter 
edition. Th ere has been no 
further price rise.

4* Apartments Open All Year 
Caravan Club CL open March to October 

01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall  PL35 0EG

www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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Geoff & Jackie Horwell

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Relax in the beautiful 
surroundings of this 300 
year old coach house, 
with large, secluded 
mature garden and 
private parking

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

For all your foot 
health needs

Professional foot care in the 
comfort of your own home

NEATE
FEET

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings

Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep 
your feet pain free

Claire & Simon 
Neate  DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners
Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

I recently took my car for 
an MOT test a month 
early. It failed and the 
garage refused to let me 
take the car away. Despite 
still being within the next 
MOT test date, it was now 
deemed unroadworthy, 
and driving it home could 
incur a £2500 fine and 
render my insurance cover 
invalid.

So be warned. If you 
blithely assume as I did, 
driving a second car for 

Show WIn
Boscastle WI 
were awarded 
first prize for 
their exhibit 
in the WI tent 
at the Royal 
Cornwall Show. 
Pa r t i c ipa t ing 
Boscastle WI 
members were 
Julie Potter 
( P r e s i d e n t ) , 
Mary Shepherd, 
Mary Bedwell 
and Celia Lloyd.
Congratulations 
to the team for 
their success. 

under 5000 miles a year 
it would pass with flying 
colours, or if it didn’t I had 
a few weeks’ grace to get it 
fixed, this is not the case. 
Be advised you may need 
backup. The queue of other 
failures meant I must wait 
a fortnight for my turn 
and a hefty bill. And since 
May there are new tougher 
rules for diesels, too, which 
may mean your lovable old 
banger is scrap.

CR

A Cautionary Tale

The Blowhole have 
received the following 
request for info from Steve 
Coe who “found [y]our 
lovely publication on line”, 
He writes:

“I would be interested 
in communicating or 
speaking with someone 
on some specific history; 
my grandfather, Thomas 
Fulford, gifted the harbour 
and headlands to the 
National Trust and I am 

interested in his purchase 
of the village/harbour 
from the Bellamy family 
(I believe) as well as the 
gift to the National Trust 
and the effects it had on 
Boscastle. I realise that 
the effects might well have 
been adverse in parts but 
am eager to learn more.”

Steve can be contacted 
by email at:
coezone@hotmail.com
or via the Blowhole team.

Local History Info: Can You Help?
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News from the 
Lookout

www.nci.org.uk/boscastle

This time we have to start 
our regular report with the 
sad news that two of our 
best known  members have 
passed away.

Firstly, Pat Day, well 
known to everyone in 
NCI Boscastle, one of our 
founding group and one of 
the very few people to hold 
a 15 year service badge. A 
regular on her Wednesday 
watches until only a year 
or so ago she was a source 
of knowledge to every 
new recruit, particularly 
to those from up-country, 

as she could answer any 
questions they might have 
about Boscastle, its peoples 
and peculiarities. We 
would never dare complain 
about the trudge from 
Forrabury to the Lookout 
in her hearing, after the 
rare occasions when she 
talked about her walking 
experiences.

Within a very short 
space of time we also 
lost our original Station 
Manager, Mike Morrell, 
who was closely involved 
in the development of 
the station from its first 
beginning until 2007, 
when he handed over the 
reins to John Davis. Mike 
had lead a fascinating life 
that included engineering, 
airlines, training and 
prison visiting as well as his 
involvement with the NCI.

Current members 
attended both funerals 
to acknowledge the 
contribution that Pat and 
Mike made to the success 
of the lookout.

Earlier this year we 
began a recruitment 
campaign by putting small 

posters on village notice 
boards, in shops, pubs 
and post offices around 
our area. The results have 
been better than we could 
have hoped with most 
of our trainers having a 
new student to introduce 
to the way we work.This 
has proved particularly 
important as we try to 
maintain watches in the 
evenings during the light 
months in the face of an 
ageing membership.

At the same time we 
made some changes to 
the way we keep in touch. 
Instead of  regular monthly 
meeting in uniform we 
have decide to meet every 
two months in civvies.

So if you see a strangely 
attired group straggling 
into the Cobweb it may 
not be another coach load 
of visitors but your local 
Watchkeepers.

The fine weather 
has brought even more 
visitors to the Lookout 
than usual and so far this 
year we have welcomed 
interested visitors from 
Ottawa, Huddersfield, 

Philadelphia, Boulogne, 
Ulm, Munich and 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Although we do have 
new Watchkeepers under 
training we are at still 
at least ten short of our 
ideal complement and so, 
once again we would be 
delighted if anyone

would like to join us. 
Remember, you don’t have 
to walk up to the Lookout 
from the Harbour, we 
only have to walk from 
Forrabury so it’s not as 
hard as it looks. And we are 
always happy to welcome 
volunteers as fund raisers 
to keep the station going. 
It costs us around £8,000 
to run the station and we 
have to find all of that 
ourselves.

So if you, or any one you 
know, would be interested 
in spending a few hours 
each month looking out 
for others, then call our 
Manager, Chris Evans on 
01566 781449.

MW

THE NAPOLEON INN
High Street, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A delightful 16th century pub full of character
Delicious food using local ingredients 

freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
Real ales served straight from the barrel

LIVE MUSIC Every Friday Night
Traditional Cornish singing from the 

 BOSCASTLE BUOYS every Tuesday night
JAM NIGHT every other Monday 

Large, safe beer garden and sheltered terrace 
 Dogs on leads welcome

  Try our SUNDAY CARVERY
Probably the best around!!

For up to date events head to our website

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale 
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture 

Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!
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In 1939 Penguin published 
its first guide to Cornwall.  
Its author, J.W. Lambert, 
already lamented the 
baleful effects of tourism, 
“Newquay,” he quoth, 
“is nothing but a holiday 
resort.”

He goes on, “The 
history of Cornish fishing 
is just as dismal as its 
mining.  Many people do 
not like pilchards in any 
form.”  Fast forward to 
2018 the pilchard has been 
rebranded the Cornish 
sardine and is most popular 
with tourists.  Similarly 
with gurnards and trigger 
fish, viewed once with 
distaste, now top of the 
menu thanks to Rick Stein 
and Keith Floyd -  it’s all 
about marketing!

Lambert was rather 
more prophetic when he saw 
what an influx of townees 
did to property prices and 
village life.  The problem 
lies with Cornwall’s idyllic 
surroundings, “everybody 
wants a bit of it.” 

Some parts of St 
Ives and other seaside 
destinations are virtually 
holiday enclaves, despite 
some efforts made, 
particularly in the Rame 

CORNWALL THEN AND NOW
Peninsular, to limit second 
homes.  Understandably 
the County Council has 
responded with new builds, 
ostensibly for locals, but 
too often invested as buy-
to-lets or, in attractive 
locations, as more holiday 
homes. 

 “The Cornish sing very 
well,” opined Lambert, 
compared to Scots, the 
Welsh and the Irish “their 
sweetness is fuller-toned, 
their sadness and gaiety less 
mercurial.”  Fortunately 
thriving are folk and 
alternative rock festivals, 
the churches resurgent, 
hosting community groups 
and choirs.

And Cornwall is 
still a haven for potters 
and painters.  The days 
of half-crown cottages, 
statuesque bal maidens and 
lyrical  views of fisherfolk 
gathering in the morning 
catch are long gone, but 
the light remains.  In 1948 
he whole of Boscastle sold 
for just £19,000 and its 
individual cottagers offered 
their freeholds for just 
£250 each.   

A more recent visitor 
to the area, Bill Bryson, 
well known for his travels 

all over the 
world, summed 
up Tintagel. “A 
s p e c t a c u l a r l y 
u n m e m o r a b l e 
place, consisting 
primarily of a 
single street lined 
with shops selling 
mostly New Age 
tat.” Of the castle 
he comments, “a 
few scraps of ruined 
wall standing on 
a windy platform 
of grass and rock 
190 feet above the 
sea.”  As for Arthur, 
“He never saw 

Tintagel Castle for it wasn’t 
yet built.”  Ah, Bill, I bet 
English Heritage (now 
Historic England) won’t 
quote you in their guide 
book.  

The slight good news is 
that the very popularity of 
honey spots like Tintagel 
draws traffic along the A39 
coastal route or down the 
A30 thereby missing out 
moors, quiet villages and 
remote beaches.  For those 
seeking peace, look a bit 
harder: do not be put off 

by unfashionable postcodes 
- Bodmin, Delabole or 
Redruth - there are still 
simple affordable homes in 
attractive surroundings.

A recent survey ranked 
London just fifth in terms 
of affordability – the 
balance between income 
and cost of living – and the 
West Country first.  A pint 
of beer in the West End 
costs £5.19.  I know this 
isn’t an absolute measure of 
happiness but it helps.

CR

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: 01840 212666

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly 
Competitive Prices for all cars, 

motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate
Camelford
PL32 9RA

HARBOUR LIGHT CLOTHING

Huge selection of waterproof 
Coats, Jumpers & Tops

NEW IN

Cornish Tartan DOG Bandanas 
Collars, Leads and towelling coats

Ladies, Men’s and Children’s Stylish Clothing

HALF PRICE RAIL   10% locals discount 

The Harbour Boscastle Tel 01840 250374
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boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Information on local accommodation & attractions  
                                                                    plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,

 gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout

t       Boscastle National Trust
                                       Visitor Centre

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm

November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm

Tel: 01840 250010/250353

Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or

donating some books drop in or give us a call.

www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

Shop & Café
National
Trust

County Councillor
Barry Jordan writes:

Since my last report I have had two 
weeks holiday unfortunately missing 
the full Council meeting, but in my 
defence it was booked before I was 
elected last May, I must say that the 
last year has been very interesting 
and a very big learning curve, I have 
attended over 30 Parish Council 
meetings and over a dozen meetings 
at County Hall, plus several training 
and member information days. 
This month I have 5 parish council 
meetings and two meetings in 
Bodmin and four meetings in Truro.

I have been very lucky in that 
most of the CC officers are very 
easy to work with and have been 
very helpful and now summer is 

approaching again I need to get 
some action to prevent parking from 
Boscastle House to Doctors Corner, 
Oliver Jones promised we could have 
some no Parking cones to put out so 
I will be keeping him to his word.

Since my last report I have been 
appointed as Clerk to St Gennys 
Parish Council and have been asked 
to serve on the Shadow Cabinet for 
‘customers’ at County Hall which 
will give me more access to the 
officers and question them at length 
on Health, Housing and many other 
subjects and I will not be fobbed off 
with platitudes, I have already raised 
questions about the Pension Deficit 
which I will be raising at the next full 
council meeting if I get the chance.

There is some debate going on 
about homeless people, I know this 
is a touchy subject but there must be 
an answer, why are we still building 
houses that remain empty? Why is 
Cornwall Council so desperate to 
spend £600 million of borrowed 
money to build a 1000 extra houses 
in Cornwall, these will be mostly 
for sale as the Council expect to 
recover that money over the next 40 
years, why can’t they be used to help 
the homeless in Cornwall, those in 
substandard rented accommodation, 
I just cannot get my head around 
that figure. There must be some 

BLOCKED 
DRAINS

CLEARED 
FAST

24 hr call out 

Hedley 
Venning

01840 250113

0797 4581836

way to use empty houses and flats to 
house the homeless in our county.

I will have much more to report 
in the next Blowhole especially 
about community speed monitors in 
villages around this area, I am getting 
so many complaints about speeding 
that it would be irresponsible to 
ignore them, if you are interested in 
becoming a community speed watch 
monitor and would like training your 
local council would like to know, or 
contact me direct, it takes 6 people 
to make a start, the police will train 
interested people and take them out 
to help them understand what is 
required, I do not want to see drivers 
get caught for speeding, but that is 
the least important issue, speeding 
can cost lives and a lot more, the 
devastation caused by the loss of 
a child or other family member is 
beyond belief, please don’t let this 
happen in our communities, kill your 
speed especially in built up areas.

Thank you,
Barry Jordan

I can be contacted by phone on:
01840 230048, or in an emergency, 
try my mobile:  07799790813
 E-mail me at:
barry.jordan2@btinternet.com or 
barry.jordan@cornwallcouncillors.
org.uk
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� e Still Point Treatment Room
Boscastle

Francilla Mangal-Smart BEd.Hons
ITEC qualifi ed Holistic Massage 

Th erapist
Aromatherapy Massage

Swedish massage
Hot Stone Massage

Deep tissue massage

A range of treatments available, 
tailored to your needs.

Call today for a free consultation 
07791 002 109

Every body deserves a massage

1 2 2 3 4

5 6 7

8

9

10

11 12

13 14

15

16

17 18 19 19 20

21 22

23

24

25 26

Steve’s Folklore Crossword

Across
2 King Arthur’s Court (7)
5, 1d, 24a The Devil’s Eye, a 
holey stone (3-2-3)
7 See 4d
9, 10d-Legendary terminator, 
aiming high (4,3,5,6)
12 Seeks to be holier (7)
13, 8d Medieval lovers, sated in 
train lust confusion (7,3,6)
16, 2d Magical hollow in Tintagel 
(7,4)
19 Fizzy spirit? (6)
21 15th C chapel outcrop with 
mixed ochre and cork (5,4)
23 Horses carrying beastly 
burden equally day and night (9)
24 See 5a
25 See 16d 
26 Saint sang around the east (5)

Down
1 See 5a
2 See 16a
3 US soldier in raincoat, 
excellent! (5)
4, 7a-Home of Lady of the Lake 
(7,4)
6 King Arthur’s sword (9)
8 See 13a
9 Only a saint (4)
10 See 9a
11 Night fl yer reversed bar 
account (3)
14 He stands in front of Sir 
Francis, rooted (8)
15 Turned to stone by Minions 
(7)
16, 25a Jolly ladies petrifi ed by St 
Buryan (5,7)
17 Public school confused about 
15” saint (4)
18 Supernatural eatin’ (6)
20 Stuck in and cut back (4)
22 Pasty eating goblin reportedly 
playing with Roo (5)

Apologies to Steve and all the 
Blowhole puzzle fi ends for the 
ridiculously small size of the 
crossword in the Spring edition.  

Answers on page  19

Chuckle Corner - Wotsit Mean?
Picador = fi nd your own way out
Banshee = men-only club
Stylist = pig‛s directory
Miniscule = toddler‛s playground
Randomise = a squint
Cursory = where toddlers learn 
to swear
Rambling = jewellery for a male 
sheep
Subdued = less than cool person
Egalitarian = vegetarian bird of 
prey
Avant Garde = French chastity 
belt
Dossier = posh tramp
Approximate = sort of friend 
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FRIENDSHIPFELLOWSHIPWORSHIP
through Words & Music

2nd & 4th SUNDAY, 7pm



Boscastle
Methodist

Church
PL35 0AU

(UPSTAIRS ROOM)

All
Welcome

‘YOUR LIGHT WILL BREAK FORTH LIKE THE DAWN’
Isaiah 58:8

 A Methodist Ministers 
View
Sue and I are not very 
good at quizzes.  In some 
Quiz Evenings in which 
we have participated we 
have been near to winning 
the ‘Wooden Spoon’ prize.  
We would, however, know 
the answer to the question 
‘What is the shortest verse 
in the Bible?’, it being John 
Chapter 11 verse 35 which 
simply reads, ‘Jesus wept.’  
Th e occasion was the death 
of his friend Lazarus, who 
he was able to bring back to 
life.  Jesus wept alongside 
his friends at the situation 
and may have been 
saddened by their reactions 
and caused to weep.  I have 
been thinking recently 
that Jesus would probably 
weep at the life situations 
in which many people fi nd 
themselves at present in 
our Country and World.

In the news as I write 
this article is what has 
been called the ‘Windrush 
Generation’ – the children 
of those who came to this 
country in the 1950’s 
to work in diff ering job 
roles which were proving 
diffi  cult to fi ll.  Th ese people 
fi nd themselves having to 
prove that they have a right 
to be here having lived and 
worked here over the last 
45 years plus.  Th ere have 
also been reports that some 

qualifi ed doctors who are 
prepared to come and 
work in our over-stretched 
hospitals have been refused 
visas because of our 
government’s immigration 
targets.

I have, too, read 
some articles about our 
new Welfare benefi ts 
system which is being 
introduced area by area 
across the country, known 
as Universal Credit.  Th e 
Trussell Trusts, who are the 
founding organisation of 
the Foodbank movement 
are reporting a 51% 
increase in demand on 
the foodbanks when the 
Universal Credit System 
is introduced.  Alongside 
this are reports of the 
desperation in families 
where there is long-term 
sickness or disablement 
with choices having to 
be made between ‘eating 
or heating’.  One of our 
Children’s charities has 
reported that in some 
situations children are 
arriving at school hungry.  
All of this, and more, in 
21st Century Britain.

A hymn written by 
Graham Kendrick which 
we know as Beauty for 
Brokenness summarises 
our national and world 
situation in its poetry and 
has the chorus – 

God of the poor
Friend of the weak,
Give us compassion we 
pray;
Melt our cold hearts
Let tears fall like rain;
Come change our love –
From a spark to a fl ame.
It seems to me that we 
all need to exercise com-
passion and expect it in 
all spheres of our Soci-
ety – it was and is Jesus’ 
Way, the Christian way.

Every Blessing,
Bryan Ede

Sad News

As this edition goes to 
press we received the 
sad news of the deaths 
of Roy Christie, Bob 
Smith, Jim Pickard  
and Juliet Pethick.

We will publish 
tributes to them in 
future editions of the 
Blowhole. 

Th e Blowhole Team  
send condolences and 
sympathy to all their 
family and friends. 



Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2018    Page 15

Peter was born at his 
Grandparent’s house at 
‘Penager’, Boscastle on 28th 
April 1944 - he would have 
been 74 in April this year. 

At school he loved 
football and supported his 
favourite team Newcastle 
United - nobody was quite 
sure why! His love of music 
certainly did not stem from 
playing the recorder at 
school however, he joined 
the Boscastle Band when 
still quite young, taking up 
the euphonium. Peter was 
greatly disappointed not 
to have passed the 11 Plus. 
His teacher, Mrs Jones, 
suggested that he needed 
further education, so Peter 
applied for and was given a 
place on the training ship 
‘Mercury’, situated on the 
River Hamble. Here he was 
able to continue with his 
music.

On leaving the 
‘Mercury’, Peter joined 
the Royal Artillery, also 
joining their band. This 
subsequently led to a 
period at Kneller Hall, 
Royal Military School of 
Music in Twickenham, 
London, where musicians 
are trained specifically for 
British Army Bands. At 
Kneller Hall Peter moved 
on to other instruments, 

Peter Kinsman
28th April, 1944 - 4th April 2018

which included the 
double bass and bass 
guitar. The band took 
him to Dortmund in 
Germany which was 
a period of his service 
Peter greatly enjoyed. 
He completed his army 
service on Salisbury 
Plain.

On leaving the 
army Peter and a friend 
worked around some of 
the London clubs but he 
then moved on to work 
on the Princess Line cruise 
ships. For the next fifteen 
years he travelled all over 
the world, making friends 
worldwide. Judging by 
his many photographs he 
had visited some fantastic 
places; he also managed to 
carry on jamming, as they 
say, whilst overseas.

His bedroom wall was 
a gallery for pictures of 
jazz players and American 
Indians but it must be 
said that Peter enjoyed the 
classics too!

After leaving the sea he 
returned to his roots and 
became a bar man in the 
Cobweb, a job he carried 
out in his own inimitable 
style! He loved to talk about 
the many places that he had 
visited around the world 
and Newcastle United, 
which he continued to 
support. Peter kept busy 
writing ‘Pete’s Peeps’ - a 
feature based on Cornish 
History - in the Boscastle 
Blowhole.

He must have had a soft 
spot for animals because he 
always carried a biscuit or 
two in his pocket for any 

passing dog, especially in 
the Nap or Cobweb.

Peter’s illness seemed to 
overtake him rapidly and 
proved to be relentless. 
He will be missed very 
much by his family and 
by readers of his Blowhole 
piece, ‘Pete’s Peeps’.

The family very much 

Elaine was joyful, full 
of life and always up 
for a laugh. Before she 
moved to Boscastle to 
become a wonderful 
member of the village 
community, Elaine 
grew up in Plymouth. 
She was born in 1945 
to Jack and Joan 
Gidley and had two 
sisters, Alison and 
Diana.

Elaine grew up a 
mischievous and fun 
loving child. She later 
met her husband, Jay, 
with whom she would 
eventually set up camp 
in Boscastle. Elaine 

elaine shufflebottom
1945 - 2018

and Jay often travelled the 
world together, getting 
into all sorts of trouble and 
visiting all the wonders of 
the world. 

Elaine delighted in 
spending time with her 
family - often as designated 
chef for Christmas dinner 
or baking cakes and treats 
with her grandchildren 
Matthew and Rebekah.

Elaine started working 
in Boscastle The Cobweb 
Inn in 1989. Later, she 
joined Margaret and Peter 
Templar at The Old Manor 
House and also worked 
there with Sharon and Ron 

Muffett. Many a season 
went by: Elaine and Jay 
enjoyed the hustle and 
bustle of village life.

After Jay’s passing, 
Elaine returned to 
Plymouth to be closer to 
her daughter, Michelle and 
son-in-law David, and the 
rest of her family. Elaine 
kept in touch with many 
friends amongst the village 
especially Margaret and 
Belinda, with whom she 
had worked with closely 
during her Boscastle years. 
Elaine will be sorely missed 
by all who knew her.

appreciated the many 
messages of sympathy. 
They wish to thank 
everyone for their support, 
particularly Joan and Jilly 
for the time they spent 
keeping an eye on Peter 
and for the donations to 
the Air Ambulance, which 
has exceeded £400.
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Marjorie Joan Warrington 
was born on the 24th 
November 1923 in 
Northwich, Cheshire. 
Joan’s early childhood 
was spent growing up in 
Hale with her brother 
Alan, 5 years her junior. 
They enjoyed walking and 
cycling in the Cheshire 
countryside with their Dad 
and visiting the cinema in 
Altrincham on Saturday 
afternoons. She had a very 
happy childhood and was 
devastated when she lost 
her Dad to cancer in 1952 
and then Alan in 1960 
aged just 32.

When Joan was 
seventeen she made 
the decision to join the 
Women’s Land Army. 
She was put on a train to 
Cornwall and arrived in 
Ludgvan, near Penzance 
to start life as a land girl 
far away from her family 
and friends. She spent long 

Joan seldon
24 November 1923 – 12 April 2018

days working in the fields 
and recounted stories of 
sleeping in barns with rats 
and seeing many WWII 
planes flying in and out 
over St. Michael’s Mount. 
After a few months in 
the land army Joan was 
relocated to work on a farm 
in North Cornwall called 
Reddivallen near Boscastle.

Her first recollection 
of North Cornwall was 
arriving at Camelford 
Station and being greeted 
by local farmer Frank 
Elford. Bags were placed 
onto the pony and trap and 
then off they went to meet 
the farmer’s wife Estelle. 
Work on the farm was hard 
graft but in return Joan 
had wonderful employers, 
accommodation and meals 
and a day off each week so 
she was able to walk the 
cliffs and countryside; a 
favourite place being Lady’s 
Window at Trevalga. She 

learnt many skills on the 
farm, particularly how 
to become an excellent 
milkmaid.

Whilst at Reddivallen, 
Joan was introduced to 
Frank’s brother-in-law, 
Bill Seldon. Joan and Bill 
began courting and were 
married in 1943 at Trevalga 
Church. They set up home 
at Tregatherall Farm where 
they remained for the 
next 30 years raising their 
children Trevor, Jill, Tony 
and Lynne. Joan learnt 
to knit, making school 
jumpers for the family and 
became an excellent cook 
preparing wonderful meals 
for the men in the fields 
and school friends were 
always welcome back to 
spend time on the farm.

In 1976 Joan and Bill 
retired to Pengoral in 
Paradise Road, Boscastle. 
This was Joan’s dream 
retirement home with 
wonderful views across 
to Forrabury Church, the 
sea and Lundy Island. 
She loved to walk on the 
commons and had many 
friends in the village, 
attending Church and 
Chapel regularly over 
the years until ill health 
prevented. Whilst living 
at Pengoral Bill suffered 
a stroke and Joan was his 
sole carer for many years 
until he passed away in 
1984. Joan also cared for 
her own Mum, Jessie, for 
many years until her death 
in 1985.

In 2008 Joan received a 
medal in recognition of her 
time spent in the Women’s 
Land Army. Although 
this achievement was 
recognised more than 60 
years after the end of the 

Second World War, Joan 
was very proud to receive 
it as a reminder of the 
contribution that she and 
other women had made to 
help the country win the 
war.

Joan had lots of 
interests, she loved to stay 
up on a Thursday night to 
watch ‘Question Time’ and 
loved all kinds of sports; 
snooker, football, athletics, 
swimming and particularly 
tennis, always enjoying 
Wimbledon.

Although housebound 
for the last few years of 
her life, Joan remained 
happy and content in her 
flat in Langfords Meadow. 
She had a wonderful view 
down the street so could 
see people coming and 
going and was always 
interested in what was 
happening around her and 
saw at least one member of 
her family every single day. 
She was blessed with nine 
grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren and 
had two wonderful nieces 
and a nephew.

For the last two years 
Joan was visited by Bluebird 
Care. She always looked 
forward to seeing them and 
hearing all their news and 
the help she received made 
all the difference to her 
quality of life.

On 12th April Joan 
passed away peaceful 
at home in her beloved 
Boscastle, the place she had 
called home for over 75 
years.
Joan’s daughter Lynette found 
a poem about Boscastle, 
written in 1942 by RAF 
officer Robert Dowling on her 
mum’s desk. It is on the next 
page for us all to enjoy.
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Boscastle – A Place of Peace 
by Robert Dowling, R.A.F. 1942

I stood upon a lone and lofty hill;
The breeze was soft, and all the birds were still;
The valley held the humid, haunting haze,
And all was peace upon those summer days.

And o’er the land there softly came to me
The distant rumble of the wrinkled sea;
I saw a tower – the silent watcher’s post;
With eagle eye he watches o’er the coast.

I then descended from the lofty height;
The sun above poured down its blaze of light;
So down the stony track I took my way,
Upon that glorious sunny summer day.

The quaint, distorted houses in a row
The ramblers round the doorways sweetly grow
The white-washed walls, the fire within the hearth,
And many flowers that grow around the path.

And in the village shop there you can buy
So many things – some sweets, perhaps a tie;
The village street is long and very steep;
There all is peace, and all seems half asleep.

Valency Valley, with its gurgling streams –
There Oberon must weave his fairy dreams;
The squirrel’s lair within the woodland shade,
The evening’s peace around the haunted glade.

The twisty harbour, with its grey stone piers;
The fishing trade was carried on for years;
And Queen Victoria carved in age-old stone,
The entrance guards, so silent and alone.

Upon the church the glittering sunlight falls,
And there is peace within those hallow’d walls;
Sweet strains of music float upon the air,
And any wanderer finds contentment there.

And ev’ry time I walk this haunted ground,
The beauty of it all seems more profound;
This Cornish Coast, this garden of delight,
For here unhappiness will take its flight.

When I’m alone – in foreign lands maybe,
On wings of thought will come this memory;
The world’s in chaos, struggles may increase,
But here’s one place of rest, a perfect peace.

Endelienta is a joint 
venture of three partner 
organisations: the St 
Endellion Parochial 
Church Council, the St 
Endellion Festivals Trust 
and the Diocese of Truro. 
Together we wish to make 
St Endellion a community 
hub for the arts and 
spirituality, – attracting 
people from North 
Cornwall and beyond.

With a year-round 
programme of classical, 
folk and jazz concerts, 
workshops, visual art 
exhibitions, festivals and 
reflective days, we want to 
reach out to local audiences 
and those visiting from 
further away, including 
young and older people 
and to those affected by 
poverty, disability or social 
isolation.
Saturday 21 July: The 
Endelienta Ensemble
Chamber orchestra 
of young musicians 
from London and 
Cambridge, cionducted 
by Adam Hickox and Rees 
Webster, play Prokoviev 
Classical Symphony and 
Mendelssohn Symphony 
No. 4.
£10 Accompanied under 
16s free

Saturday 18 August: 
Karitas
Three singers from Normandy 
bring us a gorgeous 
programme of medieval 
choral music (continental 
and English). Afternoon 
workshop 3-5pm, open to all.
Workshop & concert 
£15. Concert only £8. 
Accompanied under 16s free.
Saturday 8 September
Viva la Musica – ‘I Praise 
the Tender Flower’
A concert of vocal music 
inspiured by the beauty of 
nature, including works by 
Britten, Pearsall, Elgar and 
Debussy. Conductor – Simon 
Lumby.
£8. Accompanied under 16s 
free.
Saturday 15 September
Mark Padmore – War and 
Peace
Internationally acclaimed 
tenor Mark Padmore 
performs a song recital to 
commemorate the end of the 
First World War.
£15 (nave) £10 (aisle). 
Accompanied under 16s free 
(aisle only).
Book tickets online at www.
endelienta.org.uk; by e mail 
tickets@endelienta.org.uk; by 
phone 07787 944935; or from 
the Wadebridge Bookshop.

CS

Endelienta Events
Fostering the Arts and Spirituality in North Cornwall
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Patricia day
25 January 1936 - 13 March 2018

Patricia (known to us all as 
Pat) passed away peacefully 
at her home in Boscastle 
on  the 13th March 2018. 
Pat was born in Plymouth 
on the 25th January 1936 
to parents Albert and Lilian 
and grew up in the North 
Hill district of Plymouth. 
Times were tough in 
the early years. Her only 
brother died as a baby 
and her father, a Royal 
Marine, was killed in Italy 
in 1944. Late in life, she 
lost her sister, Yvonne. She 
is survived by her younger 
sister, Pamela. 

A significant portion 
of her life was spent in 
Boscastle, having first 
come here to take charge 
of the Youth Hostel. She 
was an independent spirit 
who enjoyed a simple life 
and was very critical of 
the changes in regulations 
allowing people to arrive 
at the hostel in cars. She 
felt that this gave them an 
unfair advantage over the 

walkers who 
arrived later in 
the day under 
their own 
power.

Pat was a 
keen walker 
and spent 
much time 
in Wales 
walking with 
friends who 
commented 
that she was 
always the first 
to the top! She 
had a great 
k n o w l e d g e 
and love of 

Dartmoor and would walk 
for miles on her own and 
with a group. She also 
spent many expeditions 
going much further afield,  
regularly going trekking 
in Nepal, where she was 
welcomed as a familiar 
friend.

Gardening was her 
other great love and became 
her main source of work, 
tending the Wellington 
Hotel gardens and many 
others. She especially 
enjoyed growing her 
own food in her precious 
allotment with not a weed 
in sight, and was always 
ready to give help and 
advice to others. A keen 
reader, her large collection 
of books mainly featured 
gardening or the natural 
world.

Pat took a dedicated 
interest in all aspects of 
village life and served on 
the Parish Council for 
many years. She was also 
one of the first to volunteer 

as a watchkeeper with 
Boscastle Coastwatch and 
thoroughly enjoyed being 
up at the Lookout station, 
wearing her uniform with 
pride.

After the Boscastle 
flood of 2014 devasted 
the Wellington Hotel, the 
Welly Wednesday singers 
were determined that they 
would keep singing and 
would meet in the shell 
of the pub. There was no 
power or furniture but 
there was still a log fire, 
crates and boxes as seating, 
a generator for arc lighting 
and a barrel of beer, 
courtesy of Skinners. Pat 
happened to walk past and 
being of a quizzical nature, 
peered into the shadows 
to see what was going on, 
had a pint and loved the 
singing. She came every 
week and continued to do 
so through the years right 
up to a few weeks before 
she died. She always said 

that Wednesdays were 
her social night out. The 
intrepid little lady would 
announce, “I won’t be here 
for a few weeks - I’m off 
to Nepal,” and apart from 
that, she never missed a 
Wednesday.

Her funeral service 
took place at Efford 
Crematorium, Plymouth 
and was led by the Reverend 
Kevin Bridges. The retiring 
collection was to benefit 
The Nepalese Red Cross 
as Pat had requested. As 
well as the family and 
friends, Boscastle was well 
represented and included 
a large contingent of 
the Coastwatch team in 
uniform. Pat’s sister, Pam 
Hoskin, had said she would 
appreciate some singing so 
John and Cheryl Maughan 
sang “Only Remembered 
for What We Have Done”, 
a fitting tribute to Pat as 
she will be missed but well 
remembered.

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle  
SX 09697 90138

Mar 2018 Apr 2018 May 2018

Number of 
days with no 
rainfall

 7  13  15

Max rainfall 
on one day in 
mm

32.2  15.2  20.8

Date on which 
max fell  14th  1st  1st

Monthly total 
rainfall in mm 136.8  75.4  44.4

Total rainfall 
for same month 
in 2017

 65.2 101.2  91.8

Total rainfall 
for same month 
in 2008

151.2  88.1  73.9
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On Saturday March 17, 
Simon David Turner 
passed away at his home in 
Cloverlane Close. He was 
57 years old.

Prior to moving to the 
village, Simon and his 
adoptive parents – the late 
Michael and Ruth Turner 
– lived in Binstead, Surrey. 
From the age of 13 onwards 
Simon attended Lord 
Wandsworth College in 
Hook, Hampshire, where 
he met and befriended 
local Boscars cabbie, Kenny 
Hawker, who remained 
his friend to the end. At 
the beginning of this year 
Simon suffered a stroke, 
after which Kenny became 
his primary carer for the 
last few months of his life.

After sitting his 
O-levels, Simon progressed 
to Farnham Sixth Form 
College, where he made a 
name for himself running a 
mobile disco for the other 
students. After sitting his 
A-levels, Simon began 
a daily commute from 
Binsted to London where 
he began training as an 
apprentice in the furniture 
restoration business.

Simon’s parents were 
popular figures in the 
village and spent many 
happy years living at 
Paradise House. In the 
late 1980’s Simon ditched 
his daily commute to 
London and followed them 
down, living in his own 
self-contained studio flat 
above the garage next to 
the house. Simon’s “crash-
pad” as it was known soon 
became popular with many 

simon david turner
20 June 1960 – 17 March 2018

of the village’s younger pub-
going residents, especially 
after closing time. This was 
largely attributable to the 
building’s thick stone walls, 
which were just about able 
to contain Simon’s rather 
loud Hi-Fi system. At this 
time Simon was also an 
enthusiastic member of the 
Curry Club, and would 
regularly impress friends 
with his culinary skills.

Simon was diagnosed 
with epilepsy while he was 
still a teenager, however 
with the appropriate 
medication he was able 
to live a relatively normal 
life. It was a condition 
he generally didn’t want 
people to be aware of 
in case they should take 
pity on him. Following 
the death of his parents 
in 2010, Simon moved 
from Paradise House to 
Cloverlane Close. Sadly, he 
became a bit of a recluse in 
his later years. That said, 
he could regularly be seen 
walking the short distance 
to Bottreaux Garage, where 
he would pick up his daily 
provisions: milk, bread and 
a half-bottle of whisky! 

Rest in peace Simon.
KH/AJ

Crossword Answers:
2A Camelot;  5A, 1D, 24A 
Men-an-Tol;  9A, 10D Jack 
the Giant Killer;  2A Diviner;  
13A, 8D Tristan and Iseult;  
16A, 2D Merlin’s Cave;  19A 
Sprite;  21A Roche Rock; 
23A Equinoxes;  26A Agnes; 
3D Magic;  4D, 7A Dozmary 
Pool;  9D Just;  11D Bat;  14D 
Mandrake; 1 5D Hurlers; 
16D, 25A  Merry Maidens; 
17D Neot;  18D Goblin;  20D 
Pins; 22D Bucca

We were very sad to hear of 
the death of Roy Christie 
on 4th May. Roy was Vice-
Captain of Boscastle Short 
Mat Bowls Club and had 
been a staunch member of 
the Club for many years. 
He was mentor, adviser 
and coach to our members 
and was selfless in his aim 
of promoting the Club. 
He made an outstanding 
contribution to the sport of 
short mat bowls and we will 
miss him tremendously.

This year is a very 
important year in our 
history – we’re 21 years old 
this autumn.

We’re a small Club – 
16 active players – but in 
the last couple of years our 
achievements have well 
outweighed our size.

The year before last we 
won the Second Division 
title of Cornwall’s Northern 
Area Winter League – run 
by the County’s Short Mat 
Bowling Association – 
and were promoted to the 
Premiere Division.

Last year we won 
the Premiere Division 
competition, achieving 
“the double” – a feat that 
has not been achieved 
before, and is unlikely to be 
repeated.

This year we 
consolidated our playing 
position in North Cornwall 
by coming second in the 
Northern Area Premiere 
Division.

For such a small Club, 
these are very significant 
achievements, but there’s 
more. For the last three 
years we’ve regularly 
provided 4 or 5 players 
for the County Inter-Area 

BOSCASTLE SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

competitions, players for 
the County competitions, 
and players for inter-
County short mat bowls.

At County level, we’re 
doing extremely well this 
year. Bob Banks and David 
Topliffe are now regularly 
playing for the County 
team. David has won, for 
the second year running, the 
Cornwall Northern Area 
singles championship, and 
he and his wife Janet came 
runners-up in the pairs 
competition. In addition 
to those achievements, Bob 
and David were runners-up 
in the Cornwall County 
Pairs championship – 
competing against the top 
players in Cornwall and 
only failing by the very 
slimmest of margins in a 
finals tie break, to take the 
title.

Boscastle Short Mat 
Bowls Club is doing very 
well and is a credit to our 
village. However, at 21 
years old, some of our 
members are that much 
older than when they first 
started bowling! So, the 
Club always welcomes new 
members of any age – we 
have players varying in 
age from 13 to 91! Why 
not come and play with 
us at the Community & 
Recreation Centre. We 
meet on Monday evening at 
1900, on Friday afternoon 
at 1400 and sometimes on 
Thursday evening at 1900. 
It’s great fun!

Contact: Dave Ferrett 
01840250414
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Summertime Snippets
1993: Boscastle School 
football team urgently 
require a new practice 
ground. A field within 
reasonable distance from the 
school on which a pitch can 
be marked out is preferable.
1994: Boscastle Visitor 
Centre is open and is already 
proving popular...sited in 
the main carpark...financed 
mainly by EEC money...
built by local firms using 
local materials and local 
design.

The Queen came to Truro 
Cathedral to distribute 
Maundy Money...Effie 
Brewer was one of the 68 
men & 68 women who each 
received 68 Maundy pence.
1995: Boscastle Football 
Club won the Launceston 
& District Knockout Cup 
for the first time in their 22 
years of existence.

In 10 weeks over £3500 has 

been raised for the Village 
Hall from a sponsored 
swim and an auction.
1996: Roger Little has 
now incorporated the 
nest-door shop, acquired 
from Phil Smith, into the 
main premises of Boscastle 
Pottery.
1997: ‘Junior Blowhole’, 
the Boscastle School 
newspaper is...an 
entertaining, informative 
and much-praised read. 
Judges of the Daily 
Telegraph 1997 School 
Newspaper Competition 
awarded it a ‘Highly 
Commended’ certificate. 
1998: National Trust 
declare open a new set of 
public footpaths through 
Minster Woods...two paths 
fork away from a stepping 
stone crossing over the river 
from Valency Fields.
1999: Boscastle will be 
in the 99% zone for the 
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eclipse on 11th August.
Filming at Forrabury 

The crew filmed a burial 
scene for ‘Saving Grace’ in 
Forrabury churchyard.
2000: Work began on the 
new Boscastle Community 
and Recreation Centre...
the anticipated duration 
of construction work is 24 
weeks.
2001: Carole Vincent, 
with sponsorship from Blue 
Circle Industries, recreates 
her garden at the Chelsea 
Flower Show and wins a 
Bronze Medal.
2002: Grand Cornish 
Jubilee Concert held in 
Boscastle...Boz Looan, 
mid-summer celebration...
worked marvelously.
2003: Grand Opening for 
Coastwatch Lookout.
2004: Mike Hircock 
stepped down from 
chairman of the Parish 
Council, a post he held for 

25 years.
2005: The Boscastle 
ommunity first responders 
went live on 1st May and 
have attended several 
emergency calls in the area.
2009: Dr Chris Jarvis 
retired from the Bottreaux 
group of surgeries...he 
joined in 1979.
2012: Torrent goes to 
London as part of the 
Queen’s Jubilee  River 
Pageant.
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Just over a year ago, 
Forrabury and Minster 
Parish Council took 
ownership of the site of 
Bottreaux Castle and 
surrounding land on behalf 
of the people of the parish. 
The site extends to several 
acres, including the castle 
mound itself and part of 
the Jordan Valley up to 
the southerly bank of the 
Butts. It is open to all.

The castle site is 
important in local history; 
the castle’s original 
construction dating back 
to the 12th century.  It also 
offers many opportunities 
now for local people to 
become involved in its 
maintenance, conservation 
and improvement. Or, to 
just spend some leisure 
time in its diverse and 
secluded environment 
away from the crowds.

Records show the 
castle in the hands of the 
Bottreaux family from the 
12th century to the 15th 
century, when William the 
3rd Baron of Bottreaux, 
who had served with King 
Henry V at Agincourt 
in 1415 was killed at the 

second battle of St Albans 
in 1461, aged 72. The 
castle then passed to his 
daughter Margaret, but 
was subsequently left to fall 
into ruin. In 1478 there is 
reference to a manor house 
located on the mound and 
in 1602 it is recorded by 
Carew’s Survey of Cornwall 
as a prison, “for both sexes, 
better preserved by the 
inhabitants’ memory than 
discernible by their own 
endurance”. 

So, back to the 
current day. There are 
many opportunities to be 
part of this community 
project. Volunteers 
are needed to join an 
informal management 
group to help with some 
tree work  and shrub 
clearance, establishment 
of sympathetic pathways, 
putting in steps, building 
wildlife habitats, nesting 
boxes etc.  and helping to 
keep the area clean and 
tidy. The parish council 
has very limited funds for 
this work, so anyone with 
experience of preparing 
grant applications would 
also be very welcome.

Bottreaux Castle Mound site

As part of 
this work, the 
parish council 
commissioned 
a tree survey 
for the whole 
area to assess 
the woodland 
areas and 
help establish 
priorities for 
the work. This 
has shown 
that it is 
diverse ancient 
w o o d l a n d 

which is overall in very 
good condition. There is 
evidence of management 
of the woodland going 
back hundreds of years. 
Hollows in trees have been 
colonised by bats and a 
variety of birds and many 
other forms of wildlife, 
wild flowers and plants 
abound. 

The surveyor also noted 
that someone had tried 
to kill a large ash tree by 
cutting around its bark 
and that inappropriate 
and potentially dangerous 
swings had been attached 
to some trees at the lower 
end of the site. These must 

be removed. The whole 
of the site is protected by 
a conservation area and 
anyone carrying out tree 
work without appropriate 
permission can be punished 
by a heavy fine.

Future plans include 
creation of an additional 
pedestrian access to the 
site, and bridges across the 
water courses to help open 
up the area to the local 
community and visitors. 
Anyone interested in 
helping with this valuable 
and historic community 
project is asked to contact 
Steve Simmonds on 01840 
250284.
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The Body Workshop
Maintenance and Repair

Juliette Bridge Dip CNM mANP
Nutritional Therapist

juliette@thebodyworkshop.life
www.thebodyworkshop.life

07913 113767

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

So, what have we 
achieved over the last 12 
months? Quite a lot! We’ve 
worked hard, started to 
get to grips with vocal 
technique, learned some 
really beautiful songs, all 
sung in four-part a cappella 
harmony, and we’ve 
discovered confidence 

and pizazz, and skills and 
talents, we didn’t know 
we had. We’ve taken part 
in the Boscastle Beer and 
Music Festival, sung carols 
at The Welly, and at the 
time of writing, we’re 
preparing to sing at The 
Cobweb (there’s a bit of 
a pub theme emerging!), 
we’ve made friends, drunk 
tea, eaten cake and laughed 
a lot.

More than that though, 
we’ve developed as a team, 
and as people. One of our 
ladies recently summed this 
up beautifully;

‘Singing…it is difficult, 
challenging, frustrating, 
exhilarating, awesome, 
inspiring, and life changing. 

gain with us in a supportive 
and friendly environment, 
with likeminded woman. If 
you fancy giving it a try, or 
if you’re not sure and just 
fancy coming along to have 
a look at what we get up to, 
we’d love to welcome you. 

North Coast Harmony 
meets at 7pm on Tuesdays 
evenings. For more 
information please get in 
touch on  07814 992820, 
email northcoastharmony@
gmail.com, www.facebook.
com/NorthCoastHarmony

MB

Happy Birthday to us!
Wow, a whole year has 
passed by since we started 
on this journey! Tuesday 8th 
May was our first birthday 
and so, in keeping with 
the very best of birthday 
traditions, we had cake and 
went to the pub. Thanks 
to The Nap and to The 
Boscastle Buoys for letting 
us join in with a song or 
four; we very much enjoyed 
ourselves.

It takes commitment and 
work, and I’ve never been 
quite so far out of my comfort 
zone. But it is also one of the 
best things I’ve ever done, 
and it’s probably been the 
most I’ve ever grown as a 
person and a human being. 
Plus I’ve made the bestest of 
new friends!’
What’s next for NCH?

Well, more singing of 
course! We are absolutely 
passionate about what 
we do, and have a firm 
belief that any lady who 

wants to sing should have 
the opportunity to do so, 
regardless of experience or 
expertise. You just need to 
be 16 or over, love to sing, 
be committed to weekly 
rehearsals and learning to be 
the best singer you can be. 
All the skills you need you’ll 

FLexercise
Katy Holmes runs 
a FLexercise class in 
Camelford. She describes 
it as a fun and friendly 
60-minute exercise session 
for women. Katy says it has 
been proven that people get 
a lot more out of exercising 
when they do it as part of 
a group. All are  welcome 
and the class combines a 
friendly, social atmosphere 
with fun exercises and great 
music.

Classes are held at the 
Camelford Clease Hall 
on Wednesday mornings 
9.30am -10.45am.

For more info call 
Katy on 01208 815725 / 
07732028616 or just pop 
along to the class.
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Three men in a boat?! But in 
this case two men and me on 
a narrow boat, travelling up 
the Monmouth and Brecon 
Canal. Our esteemed editor 
of the Blowhole, when I 
informed her I would be 
doing this, said “how about 
an article?” So here goes.

I don’t intend this to be 
a travelogue, but perhaps 
I can tempt you to give 
narrow boating a try if, 
like me, you like to do 
something a bit different 
but still feel you’ve had a 
relaxing holiday.

Let’s start with the 
weather. Nothing is ever 
guaranteed in this world 
but when the sun is shining 
there’s nothing better 
than sitting up front with 
your feet up, watching the 
world go by with a drink 
in your hand. Yes, it rains 
(particularly in Wales!)  
and can be very cold but 
waterproofs are provided, 
the boats are centrally 

boat and do the locks, what 
more could you ask for? 
Providing frequent cups of 
coffee/tea and bacon butties 
come their way they’re 
happy. In the evening when 
you’ve moored up you can 
either find a cosy pub or 
eat in, whatever takes your 
fancy.

I have tried my hand 
at steering and now after 
a few goes feel reasonably 
confident. At all events I 
no longer negotiate bridges 
using the Timothy West 
pinball technique! Haven’t 
yet tried piloting the boat 
into a lock or mooring 
up, and I must admit I 
still panic when another 
boat is heading towards 
me from the opposite side 
of a bridge I’m about to 
navigate myself through. 

The two canals we have 
tried out, the Llangollen 
and the Monmouth & 
Brecon, have few locks (on 
the stretches we traversed), 

of engineering on the 
entire canal system. It is 
1007 feet long and carries 
the Llangollen Canal 126 
ft above the River Dee. On 
one side is a walkway safely 
guarded by a high railing; 
on the other is a sheer 
drop, with no barrier to 
prevent an absent-minded 
pilot from stepping off 
into space! Time for a 
cuppa inside if you are of a 
nervous disposition. Words 
fail to describe the views 
though.

Tunnels often provide 
very little headroom and 
can make you feel quite 
claustrophobic. Some 
have no tow-path, and in 
bygone days, when barges 
were horse-drawn, such 
tunnels were negotiated 
by ‘legging’. This meant 
that you lay flat on your 
back and literally used 
your legs against the side 
wall to propel yourself and 
the boat through - thank 
goodness we aren’t required 
to do this nowadays and 
can rely on modern sources 
of motive power!

There are few rules 
on the canal, just really 
common sense and being 
considerate, like slowing 
down when you pass other 
boats, especially when they 
are moored, and obeying 

the right of way at the 
locks. Failure to observe the 
etiquette of narrow boating 
can occasionally generate a 
bit of canal rage but these 
minor contretemps are 
quickly forgotten.

Undoubtedly the 
unique attraction of a 
canal holiday is the feeling 
of peace and tranquillity 
instilled by drifting 
unhurriedly through the 
landscape, enjoying the 
scenery and the wild life. 
Because the boat can only 
travel at the most four 
miles an hour, time is on 
your side to drink it all in.

I always come back 
feeling laid back and 
refreshed so why not give it 
a go? All I ask is please don’t 
blame me if it’s wet!!

SV

Leisurely Life in the Slow Lane
Sue Viner tempts us to try narrowboating

heated, and the beauty of 
the canals is you can stop 
when you’ve had enough, 
moor up and sit it out.

How energetic is it? This 
comes under the heading 
of FAQ’s. Well, when you 
have two strong men on 
board happy to steer the 

lots of bridges to manoeuvre 
your way through and some 
spectacular narrow tunnels 
(one way only traffic), plus 
two memorable aqueducts.
The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
completed in 1805 by 
Thomas Telford, is among 
the most spectacular feats 
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Pat’s Cookery Corner
Marmalade Tales
According to legend 
Marmalade fi rst appeared 
in the eighteenth century 
when James Keiller, a 
Dundee shopkeeper, 
discovered a cargo of 
oranges being sold cheaply. 
Th inking he could sell it 
for profi t in his shop, he 
bought the whole cargo, 
only to discover that the 
oranges were bitter and 
therefore unsellable. In 
despair his wife took them 
home with the idea of 
making a jam. Well, the rest 
is history, but it reminds 
me strongly of our fi rst trip 
to Portugal forty-odd years 
ago. One lunch-time we 
took our little picnic into a 
lovely park where we could 
rest in the warm sunshine 
on seats shaded from the 
midday glare by orange 
trees. 

Dave said: I wonder 
why people buy oranges from 
the local shops when they’re 
growing all over the place. 

Perhaps they’re just 
ornamental, I suggested. 

But never one to 
overlook an opportunity, 
Dave took a sneaky look 
right and left, and then 
reached up and picked one 
of the forbidden fruits. 
Sinking his teeth into the 
ripe (not very juicy) fl esh, 
he soon discovered why the 
locals bought their oranges 
from the shops instead 
of pinching them from a 
public park. Bitter wasn’t 
in it. 

Serves you right, I said. 
Th is seems a long-

winded way of introducing 
this month’s recipe which 
is a fi rm favourite with 

everyone. It’s really a 
jumped up Bakewell tart, 
but none the worse for 
that:
Marmalade and 
Frangipane Tart
Rich short crust pastry 
made with 150g fl our, 
100g butter, ½oz sifted 
icing sugar, grated zest 
of an orange brought 
together with a small egg 
yolk.

Rub the fat into the 
fl our until the small 
breadcrumb stage, and 
then add the zest and the 
egg yolk – you may need 
to add a tablespoon of 
water. Let it rest in the 
fridge to fi rm up for about 
half an hour. Th e pastry is 
very short and will need 
careful handling. 

Grease an 8 inch tart 
tin and roll the pastry 
carefully on a fl oured 
surface to fi t. Spread a 
couple of tablespoons of 
marmalade on the bottom 
of the pastry and cover 
with a frangipane made 
from beating together 
100g butter and 100g 
caster sugar until light 
and fl uff y; then add 100g 
ground almonds and two 
eggs, one at a time so 
the mixture doesn’t split. 
Cover the marmalade 
with the frangipane and 
bake in a preheated oven 
at 150c/300f/gas mark 2 
for about 40 minutes or 
until set – I made this 
for guests at the weekend 
and it needed an extra 10 
minutes. Serve warm with 
lots of Cornish clotted 
cream and stand back to 
receive compliments.

Pat Thorne 
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Juliotter Garden Club 
One of the first priorities 
when I came to live in 
North Cornwall more than 
twenty years ago was to 
make a garden out of the 
field that stretched in front 
of our house. So it came as 
a bit of a shock to discover 
that gardening in this wild 
and windy part of North 
Cornwall was even more 
challenging than coping 
with the heavy limey 
clay of my native Bristol. 
Luckily a kind neighbour 
introduced me to Juliotter 
Garden Club where I soon 
learned what to plant, 
where to plant it and what 
to avoid because it disliked 
the wind as much as I 
did. And along the way I 
made a lot of new friends 
because the members are a 
very welcoming, informal 
bunch bound together 
by our love of gardens 
and gardening. And to be 
honest, almost as many 
people join gardening 
clubs for the social get-
togethers as those that 
join to learn more about 
how to do it, according to 
a survey from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. And 
it’s certainly true of our 
club. We love our outings, 
our summer barbecue and 
our winter post-Christmas 

dinner. Our meetings 
are always fun, whether 
we have a guest speaker 
or a garden-themed get-
together with mulled 
wine and snacks. And we 
enjoy four newsletters a 
year as well as monthly 
emails to keep us in touch 
with all that’s happening, 
plus discounts at several 
local nurseries as well as 
club bulk buys from seed 
catalogues, and an annual 
plant sale. All in all, we 
think the club membership 
fee (currently £15 a year) 
is just about the best value 
for money around. New 
faces are always sure of a 
warm welcome whether as 
a guest to test the waters 
or as anew member.  We 
meet in the brand-new 
hall at Otterham on the 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7.30. Here’s our 
programme for the months 
ahead:
26th June – Simon Miles – 
Medicinal Herbs for you
24th July – Pat Ward – One 
Garden 4 Seasons
28th August – Jeremy 
Wilson – The Scented 
Garden
22nd September –Charity 
Quiz - 7.30pm
FFI: telephone Pat Thorne 

01840 261237 or email 
pat@tregrylls.co.uk

It has been a slow start to 
the 2018 season but we 
now have six boats in the 
harbour and there is little 
bit of work going on. I 
have had pots out for over 
a two months now but 
poor weather has meant 
just a few trips to check 
these and the lobsters have 
been reluctant to crawl in 
any numbers. Still with the 
water now starting to warm 
up we should see a bit more 
action in the months to 
come. I did congratulate a 
middle aged couple on the 
20th May who had actually 
been for a swim in the outer 
harbour (with their dogs) 
My boat thermometer was 
registering the temperature 
at ten degrees centigrade. 
Having said that the 
warmer weather in late 
May has prompted me to 
dig out my wet suit and I 
have surfed at Trebarwith 
two or three times this year 
and hope to get in the sea 

Harbourmaster’s News

more and we should be 
seeing thirteen degrees or 
more in June.

Sad news came with the 
death of Bowfie Baird from 
Trevillick near Tintagel. 
Although he was not a 
Boscastle fisherman he 
did operate with a rib out 
of Port Gaverne, fished 
locally all his life and was 
adept with the pots. I was 
in the Port Isaac lifeboat 
crew with him back in 
the 1970’s. On old crew 
members, I was lining off 
Short Island with Andy 
Walton in early April 
when a large cutter came 
up across from Tintagel 
Head. I initially thought it 
was the fishery protection 
vessel but in fact turned 
out to be my old boss 
and former lifeboat man 
Dugald Sproull taking 
his grandchildren for an 
outing up to Lundy Island.

Chris Key
Harbourmaster
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Unit 4, Pentire Workshops, Delabole
PL33 9BA

(Behind Atlantic Signs, keep right)
Huge selection of quality carpet, vinyl, LVT, wood and 

safety flooring at affordable prices
Free consultation, planning & estimates

Insurance work undertaken

Shop Opening Times
Mon-Fri 9am - 2.30pm

Sat 9am - 5pm

01840 552147

Philip Sleep Flooring
Professional & Reliable with over 20 years experience

Boscastle Gallery

The Bridge, Boscastle
01840 250248

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus 

an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• New Builds • Renovations 
• Roofing • Plastering

• Stonework • Drain Clearance
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

The Jeremy Thorpe affair 
broke just about the time 
I moved back to Boscastle 
in the early ‘70s and I have 
been glued to Russell T. 
Davies’ revisiting of those 
events, A Very English 
Scandal, TV drama’s 
portrayal of the darling 
leader of the Liberal party, 
then MP for North Devon, 
who rather stuffed his career 
by indulging a penchant 
for a vulnerable young man 
and then standing trial for 
conspiring to have him 
silenced in highly illegal 
circumstances.  Only 
through the collusion of 
government ministers, 
the judiciary, the British 
police and even the FBI 
was Thorpe kept out of 
jail.  He was acquitted 
but, reputation destroyed, 
he was obliged to resign 
as leader.  The man who 
might once have been PM 
died in obscurity in 2014.  

Thorpe was supported 
and abetted by a fellow 
Liberal,  Peter Joseph 
Bessell, who served six 
inglorious years as the 
dodgiest MP Bodmin ever 
had before he escaped fraud 
charges by bunking off to 
California from whence he 
only once returned (under 
promise of immunity) as a 
prosecution witness. 

Of course Bessell was 
not the only cock crowing 
on top of the dunghill. 
At the time North 
Cornwall District Council 
epitomised “banana” 
management (bent, yellow, 
sticking together). A 
Channel 4 documentary 
Concrete and Cream Teas, 
broadcast in 1991, exposed 

a widespread culture of 
backscratching and bribery.

Enter a kind of western 
hero: Mike Robertson.  
Mike began Trago Mills, 
then an old gunpowder 
mill at Twowatersfoot on 
the Liskeard road.  Mike 
bought bankrupt stock, 
warehouse chuckouts, fire 
damaged or spoiled goods, 
piled’em high and sold’em 
cheap.  The good burghers 
of Bodmin hated him and 
as many had taken care to 
become councillors used 
whatever local authority 
planning laws or edicts they 
could to dislodge him from 
his fortress.  Unfortunately 
Mike was a good deal 
cleverer: launched an 
independent newssheet 
(The Courier) which 
exposed their venality and 
also took some interesting 
photos of a planning officer 
using a hut in the woods 
for extra-marital romps.  
He conveyed his mistress 
in the boot of his car.  The 
planning officer took early 
retirement.

Mike kept effigies of the 
councillors in his mansion, 
a list of misdeeds hung 
about their necks.  One 
day in the council chamber 
a particularly offended 
constituent pulled out a 
shotgun and threatened to 
shoot the lot.  Ironically 
it was Mike who stood up 
and persuaded him not to.  
Now that must have been a 
difficult decision. 

All this kept us 
enraptured for years.  As 
Russell T Davies quipped, 
“You couldn’t make it up.”

CR

A VERY WEST COUNTRY AFFAIR



Page 28   Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2018 

Scott Mann, MP

I was delighted by the 
recent announcement that 
the government is awarding 
£1.5million to the Royal 
Cornwall Hospital in Truro 
for a new mental health 
hub.

The funding is from 
a £15million ‘Beyond 
Places of Safety’ scheme, 
with RCHT getting the 
biggest award out of the 51 
organisations who applied 
for funding.

The new hub will 
include various teams and 
organisations who deal with 
mental health crises, social 
care, addiction, child & 
adolescent mental health 
services, peri-natal mental 
health, psychiatric liaison, 
dementia, safeguarding and 
other areas.

This means all 
organisations working 
within the hub can work 
together to provide rapid 
assessment, expert advice 
and care planning. Not only 
will this be much better 

for the patient, but it will 
also reduce pressure on the 
A&E department and avoid 
admissions to acute mental 
health services.

There was even more 
good news for North 
Cornwall recently, with 
Dairy Crest announcing a 
£75million investment in its 
Davidstow creamery plant. 
This is fantastic news for 
the 200 people who work at 
the creamery, the 330 dairy 
farmers who supply it and 
all those employed in supply 
chains for the creamery and 
local farms.

The investment will see 
an extra 200 million litres 
of milk being processed 
and an increase in cheese 
production to a maximum 
capacity 77,000 tonnes. 
This is partly because Dairy 
Crest is seeing a boost 
in sales, with a lot of its 
Cathedral City cheese now 
being exported around the 
world.

The money will also 
allow the site to become 
self-sufficient in water usage 
by recycling what it uses, 
and sourcing a lot of its 
electricity from an on-site 
solar farm.

In April I was also very 
pleased to attend the opening 
of the new Buttercup 
Field development in 
Poundstock, which is 

exclusively for local people. 
The eight new homes have 
been built by the Cornwall 
Rural Housing Association 
(CRHA), who will be 
letting them to local people 
on the housing waiting list.

The homes were partly 
funded with £400,000 
of central government 
money, and I was delighted 
to meet the new tenants 
who told me their moving 
personal stories about 
trying to find a home in 
their local community, their 
happiness at getting their 
new home and their thanks 
to both local and national 
government for helping 
make that happen.

The CRHA do fantastic 
work in providing housing 
to small rural communities, 
and I look forward to 
seeing more schemes being 
developed in the future to 
help deserving local families, 
especially those which are 
funded through the three 
per cent stamp duty levy on 
second homes which I am a 
big supporter of.

Sticking with housing, in 
Westminster I was selected 
to sit on a parliamentary 
committee which approved 
a piece of legislation to get 
more empty homes back 
into use. The Council Tax 
(Empty Dwellings) Bill will 
give local authorities the 

power to charge double 
council tax on properties 
which have been left empty 
and unused for two years.

This new council tax levy 
will incentivize owners to 
get their empty homes back 
into use, either through 
letting or selling them. The 
Bill still has a few more 
hurdles to pass, but the new 
power should be in place by 
the next financial year.

During the committee’s 
sitting, I again raised the 
issue of holiday lets avoiding 
council tax and business 
rates. If a second home is 
available for let for at least 
140 days a year, then it can 
be classed as a holiday let 
and a business. This exempts 
the property from council 
tax and makes it liable for 
business rates. However, 
many holiday lets have a 
rateable value low enough 
to qualify for 100 per cent 
Small Business Rate Relief, 
which means the owners 
do not pay council tax or 
business rates.

Although holiday lets are 
a very important part of the 
Cornish economy, I think 
they should be paying some 
sort of taxation because of 
the fact the occupants will 
be using local services, and 
the minister present assured 
me that he is investigating 
this issue.

SM
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Summer is upon us again 
and the Museum has got 
lots of great events for 
visitors and residents this 
year.

A brand new exhibition 
for 2018 entitled ‘Dew 
Of Heaven: Objects of 
Ritual Magic’ looks at the 
wonderful world of magic 
as you’ve never seen it 
before. Historically, ritual 
magicians were amongst 
the most learned people 
of their day who practiced 
science and mathematics.  
They sought to understand 
the architecture of the 
universe through a study of 
number, symbols, language 
and colour. The title of 
the exhibition – Dew of 
Heaven – is taken from 
a book by Dr. John Dee, 
Elizabeth I’s astrologer 
and occult advisor, who 
features prominently in 
the displays. The curator 
of Dew of Heaven, Judith 
Hewitt, will be giving 
talks about the exhibition 
throughout the year – they 
are free to attend:  Sunday 
May 27, Sunday June 24, 

Sunday July 22, Sunday, 
August 26, Sunday 
September 30 and Sunday 
October 21.  They all start 
at 11am (and last just 
over an hour).

Our famous Candlelit 
Evenings are also back on  
Saturday 28 July*, Saturday 
18 August*, Saturday 
1 September* and on 
Saturday 27 October (day 
of All Hallow’s Eve event). 
Those with the * next to 
them also incorporate 
Ghost Stories as an added 

optional extra – join the 
Victorian librarians in the 
intimate setting of the 
Museum library to listen 
to some ghostly tales, 
before or after a candlelit 
museum visit. More details 
or to book go to: www.

circleofspears.com/store/
c6/Tickets.html or contact 
the Museum.

Throughout the season 
you can also book a 
place on Steve Patterson’s 
Folklore Walks around 
Boscastle. These have 
proved immensely popular 
with locals and tourists 
alike – Steve presents stories 
about the landscape and 
its folklore in an engaging 
and friendly style. Walks 
start outside the Museum 

at 11am every Wednesday 
from July to the end of 
September. There are two 
different walks – one to 
the Harbour, Willapark, 
Stitches and Forrabury, on 
July 18, August 1, August 
15 and September 12; 

and the other takes in the 
Valency valley, Minster and 
the Joan Wytte Memorial 
on July 25, August 8, 
August 22, September 
5 and September 19.  
Stout shoes/boots are 
recommended as well as a 
bottle of water as the walks 
last about 2 hours (£7 and 
£6 concessions, just pay 
at the Museum before the 
walk starts).

museumwitchcraft@
aol.com / 01840 250 111

PH

Museum of Witchcraft and Magic

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Full range of plumbing services

Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems

Landlord Safety Certification

OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221

faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 01840 250114

•	 Vacuum	&	Brush																				
	 -	no	mess

•	 Servicing	&	Repairs
•	 Cowls	&	Bird	guards
•	 20	mile	radius

•	 Stove	Installations
•	 Flue	lining	
•	 HETAS	certification	
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Boscastle Coastguard Update

It has been a busy few 
months for us at Boscastle 
Coastguard with some new 
changes to our kit as well 
as the start of the summer 
period starting to kick in.

30th March we were 
alerted to a person and 
a dog in the water at the 
north side of Boscastle 
Harbour. Unfortunately, 
the dog was found later 
to have passed away in the 
water.

2nd April we were again 
alerted to persons and a dog 
in the water at Trebarwith 
Strand. On arrival, we 
found the casualties that 
had made their own 
way up from the beach. 
Although being a bit wet, 
they were all ok. Once they 
were given advice about 
tides and the dangers that 
could have happened, the 
team was stood down and 
returned to Boscastle.

12th April we were 
alerted to a missing person 
at Doyden Castle. Whilst 
we were kitting up at the 
station, news came in that 
the person had been found 
and we were stood down.

28th April the pagers 
went off for 2 persons cut 
off by the tide at Tregardock 
Beach. On arrival, we 
found the location of the 
stranded persons and made 
the decision that the best 
form of recovery would be 
the use of the helicopter. 
Once the operations room 
gave us the clearance, we 
liaised with the helicopter 
on the positions of the 
casualties and set up a 
landing site where they 
could be dropped off. 
Once we ensured that the 
casualties were all ok and 
some advice was given, 
we were stood down and 
returned to base.

8th May we were alerted 
to a missing person at 
Tintagel Castle. Once 
on scene, we split into to 
two teams: one searching 
Merlin’s Cave and the 
beach area and the other 
searching the cliffs above 
and the island. After a 
thorough search, the 
person was located safe and 
well.

21st May we were paged 
to reports of a walker 

hearing shouts for 
help at Trevalga 
Cliffs. Within 
10 minutes of 
the pager going 
off, the mobile 
unit was en-route 
to the location. 
Speaking to the 
first informants, 
it was found that 
the persons had 
self-recovered and 
did not want to 
hang around. After 
searching the cliffs 
for an hour to speak 
to the casualties to 
check they were 

not in need of any medical 
assistance, we could not 
find them so were stood 
down. We would like to 
stress how important it 
is that we are not here to 
judge or tell anyone off. 
If you see us, please come 
up and talk to us as we 
are only there to help and 
ensure your wellbeing.

26th May whilst we 
were sheltering from the 
thunder storms, the pager 
went off to provide medical 
assistance at Trewethett 
Farm. Once on scene the 
casualty was found along 
with the ambulance crew 
and where were asked 
to assist with a stretcher 
carry along a short part 

of the coast path back to 
the ambulance. Once the 
casualty was safely in the 
hands of the paramedics, 
we were stood down. All of 
us at Boscastle coastguard 
wish the casualty a full 
recovery.

If you haven’t seen 
already, we would like to 
introduce a new addition 
to the coastguard - our nice 
shiny white truck. This is 
bigger than our older one 
and has helped to shorten 
our vital callout times so 
give us a wave if you see us.

The total ‘shouts’ this 
year is starting to increase 
to 13 with majority being 
fallen dogs and people cut 
off from the tide. Please 
ensure that you read the 
correct tide times when 
you are heading to the 
beautiful beaches along 
this coastline. Check that 
you will have enough time 
to get off the beach when 
the tide comes in! We also 
urge you to keep dogs on 
the lead when you are 
near the water edge or the 
cliffs as the dogs do not 
understand the dangers as 
much as we do.

For more information, 
you can follow us on 
Facebook @ Boscastle 
Coastguard Team

Andy Teague

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01566 86183  Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com
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LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE
Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle

A Family run B&B offering 
quality, comfort and a relaxed 

informal atmosphere

Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House

Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House

Pat’s gardening Column
It’s gone, but not quite 
forgotten. The Beast from 
the East with its prolonged, 
freezing wind, and before 
that, a long wet autumn 
and winter which damaged 
quite a few of my garden 
plants, some permanently. 
The mild spell which 
followed, not to say the 
hottest May bank holiday 
on record, meant we could 
get out in the garden and 
take stock.

My main casualties 
were the agapanthus, 
angel’s fishing rod and 
Mediterranean plants 
like rosemary and thyme. 
Other plants suffered, the 
hellebores looked a bit 
ragged and many plants 
were very much later 
coming into spring bloom, 
in some areas almost a 
month late. The rosemary 
was too badly damaged to 
salvage, good only for the 
compost heap, and there 
was nothing left of the 
Dierama, but amazingly 
one of the agapanthus 
plants survived to live 
another day to gladden my 
life with its brilliant blue 
long-lasting flowers. The 
wind, rain and cold winds 
kept me out of the garden 
for so long, that when I 
did finally make a start on 

Spring sowing I was in a bit 
of a panic to get everything 
done at once. But it doesn’t 
pay to hurry and one thing 
you can be sure of, whatever 
the weather, your young 
plants will soon catch up, 
because Mother Nature is 
like that. 

I wasn’t the only gardener 
desperate to make a start; 
the local nurseries and 
plant sales were swamped 
with eager buyers and on 
the day I chose to visit 
Iland (my favourite plant 
nursery) whole polytunnels 
had been emptied. Well, 
you can work miracles 
with a packet of seed and 
fill any empty spaces with 
bright annuals so I’m glad 
I had trays full of cosmos. 
This year I sowed the 
white form Purity, deep 
pink Dazzler and a one 
called Bright Lights the 
colour of Seville oranges. 
The first two germinated 
well, and grew on strongly 
but Bright Lights was a 
bit of a disappointment; 
the germination rate was 
poor, it seemed to need 
a lot of encouragement 
and suffered from what 
social workers like to call 
a “failure to thrive”. I was 
so looking forward to the 
exciting combination of 

marigold Indian Prince, 
cosmos Bright Lights and 
a deep blue cornflower 
called Blue Beauty because 
I really rather like the 
colours of the bold and 
brilliant garden, especially 
in high summer. Pastel 
shades are all very well but 
their colours do tend to get 
washed out if we have a few 
miserable grey days. 

Well, here we are in 
flaming June, which can 
be a delight in the garden, 
what with roses blooming, 
borders bursting with 
colour and the first new 
salad crops to harvest. I 
like to keep my eye on 
the RHS online gardening 
advice blog and apparently 
now is the time to think 
about bedding plants 
for the following winter 
which should be sown 
from May until July. 

Attractive choices include 
ornamental cabbages, kales 
and winter pansies. Quite 
honestly, this time of the 
year I have enough trouble 
remembering to sow salad 
crops fortnightly in order to 
get a succession never mind 
thinking about the winter, 
but I might get around to 
sowing a few wallflowers 
ready for next Spring. 
On the whole I’m partial 
to advice which carries a 
grain of easily understood 
common sense. The best 
advice I ever heard about 
diet was: “Eat food, not too 
much, mainly vegetables.” 
And Monty Don came 
up with a classic remark 
recently about gardening: 
“Sow seed, the right way 
up, most will grow.” You 
probably didn’t hear it 
here first, but you know it 
makes sense. 

Pat Thorne

cosmos purity

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135

danroots@aol.com

Roofing   •   Carpentry   •   New Build
Extensions   •   Renovations

Kitchens   •   Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Boscastle WI

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

Report Are we a Nation 
of animal lovers?
When I read reports of 
cruelty and neglect of 
animals I very much doubt 
this statement. However, 
people like Pip Lovelock 
(our Boscastle WI speaker 
for March) and his wife 
Kerrie, renewed my faith. 
They give sanctuary to 
horses, ponies and animals 
at the Shires Holt Horse 
Sanctuary in North 
Cornwall. The Sanctuary 
opened in 2015 and has 
provided a safe haven for 
horses from Shetland foals 
to Clydesdale Shires. One 
rescue project was the 
distressing situation on 
Bodmin Moorland a few 
winter’s ago, when many of 
the ponies and horses there 
died of malnutrition. The 
Sanctuary rescued over 40 
ponies from the moorland 
that winter, with 11 females 
giving birth to foals at the 
Sanctuary. Some of the 
mothers, being too weak, 
did not survive the birth 

of their young. On these 
occasions Kerrie hand 
rears the orphaned foals, 
giving them two hourly 
feeds through the night 
and sometimes allowing 
them into her home. The 
Lovelocks have taken in 
some horses that have 
been bought at horse sales 
by new owners. It is only 
after the sales have been 
completed that the owner 
discovers that the animal 
was drugged for the sale 
and that when the drug 
has worn off, the animal is 
found to be unmanageable. 
However, with dedication, 
patience and care the 
Lovelocks gain the trust 
of such animals, believing 
that even unmanageable 
horses want the interaction 
with humans and their own 
kind. The Sanctuary’s ethos 
is to give Humane not 
sentimentalized treatment 
- sometimes it is kinder to 
end the animal’s suffering 
promptly. We wished them 
well and every success with 
their endeavours.

The Boscastle WI 
speaker for our April 
meeting, Mr. Roland 
Rotherham, opened his talk 
by saying that unlike other 
talks he gave, he would 
not be switching off his 
mobile phone. The reason 

he gave was that he was 
expecting a call from the 
Duke of Gloucester. The 
Duke and Mr. Rotherham 
were working on a project 
together and they needed 
to be in contact with 
each other that day. We 
had never had a speaker 
begin their talk in such a 
manner and unfortunately, 
we did not discover what 
the project was, since 
the Duke of Gloucester 
didn’t call during our 
meeting. We did discover 
that Mr Rotherham has 
been a BBC broadcaster 
since 1993, when he was 
invited to Pebble Mill, 
Birmingham to contribute 
to a programme called 
‘Why don’t spuds taste like 
they used to? Being a Food 
Historian, who collects 
recipes from ‘ancient 
Egyptian to Victorian 
times’, he was the BBC’s 
choice to answer this 
question. Mr Rotherham’s 
other interests are Myths 
and Legends, on which he 
has written several books.

The WI Resolutions 
for 2018 was discussed 
at our May meeting and 

the result forwarded to 
the delegate who will take 
it to the Annual General 
Meeting which will be held 
in Cardiff this year.

The Resolution for 
debate was concerning 
raising awareness for 
Mental Health on a par 
with Physical Health, 
reducing the stigma 
attached to it and how the 
WI could assist in doing 
this.

Cornwall has the 
highest rate of suicides 
in the UK and there is a 
general lack of help in the 
County in all aspects of 
mental health; for example 
with mothers suffering 
from post-natal depression 
and teenagers with eating 
disorders being sent out of 
the county for treatment.

However, there is 
some good news in that a 
new centre for treatment 
of young children and 
adolescents is being built 
in the grounds of Bodmin 
Hospital. Teenagers have 
helped design the new 
centre and the Invictus 
Trust, founded by the 
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Marshgate WI

family of a young lad who 
took his own life in an 
adult mental health unit 
have been instrumental 
in this undertaking. Th e 
unit comprises 14 beds for 
girls and boys and a café. 
It will be the fi rst time 
in Cornwall that young 
people will have access to 
specialist mental health 
beds.

Th e Resolution was 
voted upon and a yes vote 
was unanimous.

Our June meeting will 
see the WI on a jaunt to 
the Tintagel Brewery. We 
also treat ourselves out 
to coff ee every month at 
diff erent venues and have 
a very varied programme 
for the rest of this year so 
if you would like to join 
us please come along to 
Boscastle Village Hall on 
the second Tuesday of the 
month at 2pm where you 
will fi nd a warm welcome.

 SV and GQ

Th ere can’t be many folk 
in the Duchy who don’t 
know someone who was 
saved from disaster or 
death by the heroic crew of 
Cornwall Air Ambulance.  
Arriving in minutes and 
landing on nearby open 
space, they can go where 
motor ambulances cannot 
and cut precious minutes – 
even hours – from the time 
taken to get a patient to 
hospital.

But this service comes 
at a price…a whacking 
£3.5 million a year in 
fact, and as CAA receive 
no Government or NHS 
grant, all the money 
needed to keep those red 
whirlybirds in the air must 
come from donations.

Marshgate WI have 
chosen the service as their 
charity of the year, and 
welcomed Cornwall Air 
Ambulance Trust volunteer 
Rodney Best to their April 
meeting on Th ursday 
(12th) in Otterham & St 
Juliot Hall, where he gave 
a fascinating and moving 
presentation on the CAA’s 

work and some of the lives 
they have saved.

Acting President Liz 
Long then had the pleasure 
of handing Rod a cheque 
for £130, from proceeds 
raised at a St Piran’s Concert 
with Tintagel Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir in the 
village last month, when 
around 60 people enjoyed 
an evening of Cornish song 
and a pasty supper.

Remember to check 
our website at www.
mar shga t ew i .o rg .uk / , 
especially the messageboard 
page, and meet us on 
Facebook.

Wendy Trevennor
Secretary

Used Postage Stamps
It’s true to say that, with 
more people using social 
media to send all sorts 
of greetings and with 
increased postal charges, 
the volume of mail has 
reduced over the past few 
years. More important, 
then, to make sure that 
any stamps that do come 
through your letter-box 
are saved and placed in 
the collection box at the 
surgery or put through my 
letter-box at 8 Pentargon 
Road.

Th e work of the RNIB 
is vital to so many people 
every single day.

ML
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Chuckle Corner – Wotsit Mean

At the last staff meeting 
before half term, we were 
discussing how it always 
seems to be that once the 
evenings start drawing out 
and it is light at 5.00pm, 
the next thing you know: it’s 
June!

The first eight weeks 
of the summer term is 
probably our quietest in 
terms of exciting activities as 
it is the time when children 
complete their national tests. 
We have four sets of tests or 
assessments to complete. 
The observations that we 
have made of our Reception 
children are gathered to 
produce their Early Years 
Profile which records their 
learning in the seven areas of 
their curriculum. The Year 
1 children (aged 6) have a 

Phonic screening test where 
they read various words 
including nonsense words: 
Year 2 children (aged 7) 
have to take national tests in 
Reading and Mathematics 
although these are used 
only to inform the teacher 
whose own assessment is the 
information submitted. The 
Year 6 children (aged 11) 
sit their SATs in reading, 
grammar, punctuation and 
spelling and mathematics. 
The mathematics comprises 
of three separate tests so 
they do work quite hard 
over the test week. Writing 
is assessed by the teacher.

To ensure that teachers 
are completing assessments 
accurately the Government 
requires that we are 
independently moderated 
regularly. This is a three-
hour process where teachers 
justify their assessments. 
Our Reception assessments 
were successfully moderated 
a couple of weeks ago and our 
Year 6 writing assessments 
will be moderated on 13th 
June. 

We work hard to ensure 
that our children enjoy their 

first experiences of national 
tests – there is no revision or 
additional classwork for any 
children other than those 
in Year 6 and there always 
seems to be an ample supply 
of sweets and treats for the 
Year 6 children during their 
test week. 

Class 3 took part in a 
Sugar Smart workshop just 
after the SATs – there was 
plenty of useful information 
provided. The fact that 
shocked Year 6 the most was 
that there was the equivalent 
of 40 cubes of sugar in 
their box of SATs sweets. 
The children decided that 
as: they only had 2 a day, 
shared them between all 
nine of them, didn’t eat 
them all and it was SATs …. 
they didn’t count!

Since then 13 children 
have more than made up 
for this by taking part in the 
Deli Farm Cross Country 
Race. In very hot conditions 
all of the children 
completed the course in 
good style meaning that 
we were delighted to be 
placed 2nd overall in the 
Team race.Congratulations 
to Alex, Toby, Gracie, 

Willow, Stevie, Tamsin, 
Evie, Minnie, Rosie, Alfie, 
Zander, Noah and Theo.

We have been working 
with the NSPCC for a 
number of years now and 
were recently visited by 
Peter Frost who lead a 
number of workshops for 
the children on ‘Speak 
Out. Stay Safe.’ The 
workshops are differentiated 
according to age, however 
all use the ‘Pants’ guide to 
inform children of what is 
appropriate/inappropriate 
behaviour. (The areas 
covered by your pants/
swimming costume are 
private). Peter is brilliant 
at teaching the children in 
an almost understated way 
that leaves them feeling 
informed and confident 
without alarming them.

We have also had a visit 
from the Dogs Trust this 
term. We are aware that 
many of our families have 
dogs but that there are also 
children who find dogs quite 
frightening. During the day 
the children were taught 
how to approach dogs, to 
be able to understand some 
of the ways in which dogs 

Serving fantastic fresh fish n chips, 
homemade stone-baked pizzas & 

homemade tasty curries
WE DELIVER 

FREE IN BOSCASTLE small charge for other areas
Please ring for opening hours,  

pre orders and delivery information

01840 250251 
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show anxiety or discomfort 
and what to do if a dog runs 
up to them. It was a really 
helpful session and is one 
that we will defi nitely repeat 
in a couple of years.

Th ere has defi nitely 
been a health and safety 
theme to this term as most 
of the school have been 
working on their cycling 
skills with Andy Brook. 
All of the Reception and 
Year 1 children have had 
the opportunity to learn 
to ride their bikes through 
Balanceability. Th ey start 
on Balance bikes which 
don’t have pedals enabling 
the children to scoot along, 
lifting their feet as they 
gain confi dence. From here 
quite a few progressed to 
their own bikes with many 
cycling independently after 
three or four sessions. Th is 
year we introduced Level 1 
training for those children 
who could ride but were 
still a little wobbly when 
giving hand signals etc. Th is 
was open to all children and 

it was very pleasing to see 
we have a number of Year 
1 and 2 children confi dent 
to join the older children. 
For the older children 
Mr Brooks ran Bike Club 
on the football pitch. As 
well as skills they also did 
some racing which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. And 
last but defi nitely not least 
we are able to off er some 
special lessons to a couple 
of older children for whom 
riding has proved diffi  cult. 
Both children worked very 
hard and were able to ride 
independently at the end of 
their six lessons. 

With Bikeability Level 2 
already booked in for next 
year to teach road riding 
skills to Year 5 and 6, we 
have established a good 
programme and are well on 
our way to ensuring that 
all children can ride a bike 
confi dently by the time they 
leave us.

As we start the fi nal 
seven weeks of the year we 
will welcome Ms Oxenbury 

back from her maternity 
leave to join Mrs Hart in 
Class 1. I would like to 
thank Mr Collinson for all of 
his hard work whilst he was 
covering for Ms Oxenbury. 
Mr Collinson also works 
at Port Isaac School so we 
will maintain our close links 
with him. Th is is one of 
the great advantages of our 
Federation.

Having just re read what 
I have written I’m amazed 
at how much we seem to 
have achieved in the last six 

weeks – turns out there were 
quite a few exciting events 
after all!

We now look forward 
to our favourite annual 
events starting with sports 
day on 7th June, followed 
closely by the Residential 
Trip to Dartmoor, Duck 
Race Day and our end of 
year performance. Th is is 
defi nitely MY favourite 
term! 

Best wishes
Sarah Duffy
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Bottreaux Surgeries Patient Participation Group

Bottreaux Surgeries’ 
patient participation group 
(PPG) acts as a liaison 
between the patients and 
the practice, passing on 
information to the practice 
that enables them to 
provide better service for 
the patients and informing 
patients of changes at the 
surgeries. Members come 
from Boscastle, Tintagel, 
and St. Gennys

New members why not 
come along and volunteer.

April update:
1 Dr Walker introduced 
herself and agreed to 
attend PPG meetings until 
Danielle Kirby, the new 
Business Manager joins the 
Practice on 1st May, and 
becomes fully acquainted.
2 We brought issues raised 
by patients to her attention: 
a Prescription problems 
were high.  A log is being 
kept. 
b Parking less of a problem 
as word got round PPG 
members were keeping 
a beady eye on rogue 
parking.
c Th e surgery website needs 
updating, please include 
PPG members as contacts.
d Dr Walker suggested 
patients write to the surgery 
with complaints to enable 
investigation. She said 
phone calls to GPs were 
not standard procedure 
but emergency calls can 
be made by doctors if 
requested through the 
Receptionist.
e Flu jab sessions are 
being arranged to 
take place at Boscastle 
surgery in October 
(date to be confi rmed), 

Tintagel Community 
Hall on October 17 and 
Crackington Institute 
on October 31 2018. 
So make sure you come 
along, Refreshments will 
be served at Tintagel and 
Crackington. Th ose not 
eligible for free jabs can 
have a paid for jab. Make 
sure you use the surgery
f We had a discussion 
about the possibility of 
support groups being set 
up to support patients 
or carers who are facing 
similar medical issues.
g I asked Nicki Chopek 
at our Crackington 
Annual Parish Meeting for 
clarifi cation about access to 
the Minor Injuries Unit at 
Stratton as a parishioner, 
on a Sunday evening, was 
told to go to Barnstable. 
It would be good to know 
when it’s available.
h Something to celebrate. 
Th e NHS is 70 years old on 
6/07/18! Happy Birthday 
to our wonderful NHS and 
all the nurses, doctors and 
support staff  who make it 
the best of British! A cake 
stall is planned for the 
beach at Crackington on 
30/06/18. 

Annie Robinson  on 
behalf of the PPG.

Contact Info:
Janey Comber: 
01840 230497
janey@comber.plus.com
John Wakelin:
01840 250314
john.wakelin@supalife.
com

Th e next full meeting 
will be held at Boscastle 
Surgery on Friday 6 July 
2018 starting at2pm
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The average cost of a 
wedding today is £27,000, 
in London £33,000 in the 
more frugal North £25,000.

Why so much? Obviously it 
doesn’t guarantee longevity. 
The royal princesses Anne, 
Margaret and Diana (not 
to mention Sarah Ferguson) 
had expensive bashes but 
matched the national 
divorce rate of 45% after an 
average 11 year marriage. 

However, the Sussex’s 
nuptials were unusual 
in that Meghan’s first 
hubby is still extant. Poor 
Edward VIII had to give 
up a kingdom in order to 
wed Wallis Simpson (but 
at least they then stayed 
married) and Margaret was 
obliged to forsake Group 
Captain Peter Townsend 
because society (or rather 
the royal family) would not 
countenance second-time 
around marriages. Now it’s 
practically compulsory.

Cost of royal weddings 
aside, why does the 
marriage industry so thrive? 
Well, it’s the bride’s day. A 
year or more in the making. 
No skimping on wedding 
invitations, exotic locations 
or gift “donations”. And 
a dress which, generally 
speaking, is worn just once 
then consigned eventually 
to a posh charity shop. It 
is a public display like no 
other, and second or third 
marriages can be even more 
splendid.

Hugh Grant indulged 
in just one wedding (no 
funerals) recently at the 
grand old age of 57. It was 
an occasion remarkable 
for its unremarkableness. 
A decent lunch with a few 

old friends followed by a 
registry do with the mother 
of three (of his five) children, 
Anna Eberstein. who wore 
a tennis skirt and chambray 
blouse. Total cost: probably 
under four figures.  Given 
Hugh’s track record for 
sustainability he probably 
didn’t think it worth a 
splash, but interesting to see 
if it lasts.

Yeah, it’s OK for 
the rich and royals but 
why for poor us has “the 
wedding” become such a 
phenomenon? Maybe it’s 
the most obvious example 
of the “Me” generation,  
amazeballs showing off, 
spending a year’s salary on 
one day, everything focusing 
on “her”, the absolute 
pinnacle of attention, 
something she will never 
ever experience again. Or 
can she?

So successful have 
become second-time-
rounds it is now totally 
OK to regard that first 
wedding as a trial run, as 
an apprenticeship if you 
like for the Real Thing. 
(Except comparisons might 
be tricky. Larry Fortensky, 
who was Liz Taylor’s eighth, 
lamented, “You know what 
to do, but how do you make 
it interesting?”)

Both my offspring have 
been married several times 
(ecstatic beginnings, lousy 
endings), as are all the 
kids of my relatives so dear 
Harry and Meghan, you 
are bang on trend. As his 
elder brother and best man 
William put it, “The groom 
promised that if I did a 
good job this time, I can do 
the next one.”

CR

RACHEL MEGHAN MARKLE (b. 1981) & 
PRINCE HENRY (“HARRY”) CHARLES 

ALBERT DAVID ( b.1984)

Are you hacked off 
with being house-
bound after our 

wearisome winter 
weather?

Are your Thursday mornings chore -bound 
or chair-bound?

Then why not pop out and come to the 
‘Popin’

We are open on Thursday mornings from 
10am to 12pm at the Village Hall .
Come and enjoy coffee, cake and 

conversation with fellow ‘Popiners’.
We have been open since November and 

have been going from strength to strength.
There may be ‘a welcome in the hillside’ but 

you’ll get a bigger welcome at

The ‘POPIN’
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A Boscastle resident has 
recently had problems with 
sewage seeping into his 
garden. He discovered that 
the pipes were blocked by 
wipes. This led me to find 
out more about the issue.

Baby wipes, wet wipes, 
make-up wipes, moist 
wipes, cleaning wipes 
may be marketed as 
biodegradable, but they 
take months to decompose. 
As well as cotton and rayon 
fibres, some wipes also 
contain plastic resins like 
polyester, polyethelene and 
polypropylene.

The biggest ever in-
depth investigation of 
sewer blockages in the UK 
revealed that wipes being 
flushed down toilets are 
causing serious problems 
in the sewerage system.

The information  
detailed in a report by 
Water UK, the trade body 
representing the main water 
and sewerage companies in 
the UK,  showed that wipes 
made up around 93% of 
the material causing the 
sewer blockages which the 
study investigated. These 
wipes – which included a 
high proportion of baby 
wipes - are not designed to 
be flushed.

There are approximately 
300,000 sewer blockages 
every year, costing the 
country £100 million – 
money which could be 
taken off bills or spent 
on improving services. 
Thousands of properties 
suffer sewer flooding caused 
by these blockages every 
year in the UK, creating 
misery for homeowners 
and businesses and leading 

to high clean-up bills and 
increased insurance costs. 
Sewer flooding also has 
a major impact on the 
environment. The new 
research shows that most 
of these type of incidents 
could be avoided by the 
wipes being disposed of 
properly rather than being 
flushed down toilets.

Retailers in the UK who 
have taken the lead with 
more visible Do Not Flush 
labelling are being praised 
for their efforts, but more 
needs to be done to help 
encourage individuals to 
stop using the toilet as a 
bin.

Water UK’s Director 
of Corporate Affairs, Rae 
Stewart, said:

“This study proves that 
flushing wipes down the 
toilet is a major cause of 
sewer blockages, and that 
means it’s a problem we 
can all do something about 
...our sewerage system is 
just not designed to handle 
things like baby wipes 
which don’t break down 
in water. The good news 
is that by taking action we 
can stop the horror people 
face when their homes are 
flooded with raw sewage.

“There are things that 
water companies can do, 
such as improve education 
about what should and 
shouldn’t be flushed. There 
are things manufacturers 
can do, such as make 
labelling clearer on non-
flushable products. And, 
of course, there are things 
individuals can do – which 
is bin the wipes rather than 
flush them.”

Thanks to water.org.uk

Don’t Flush it!

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Volunteer Ranger 
Days

Every Tuesday in June and 
July, 10am – 4pm:
Valency Valley Himalayan 
Balsam removal
We’ll be pulling out this 
invasive species all along 
the river banks, collecting it 
in buckets. You’ll definitely 
need wellies.
Meet at the overflow car 
park in Boscastle PL35 
0HG
Sunday 17 June, 10am – 
4pm
Crackington Haven 
ragwort pulling
We’ll be controlling the 
spread of ragwort along the 
coast path, and farm land 
fringes. Think extreme 
weeding, with some lovely 
views!
Meet in layby between 
Crackington Haven 
and Trevigue (Grid 
Ref:SX138959) or call 
before for directions
Tuesday 7 August, 10am – 
4pm
Valency Valley Hay Rake
After cutting all the long 

grass and bracken in the 
valley, we need to let it dry 
out, and then rake it all 
up, and put it in big piles, 
using rakes and hay forks.
Meet at the overflow car 
park in Boscastle PL35 
0HG
Sunday 19 August, 10am 
– 4pm
Balsam bash Valency valley
We will be doing a final 
sweep of the valley to 
get any late in the season 
balsam plants.
Meet at the overflow car 
park in Boscastle PL35 
0HG.
Everyone is welcome, you 
don’t need any experience. 
We’ll show you how to use 
the tools, so you can help 
us with the jobs.
Everything you need is 
provided, just wear clothes 
that can get dirty, stout 
footwear and bring lunch 
and a flask.
Please contact me for more 
information:
Jenny Herbert 01288 
331372  jennifer.herbert@
nationaltrust.org.uk
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers

Boscastle Spar
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities

Shop open daily at 6am    

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702

Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- King Arthur’s carpark 10.55 -11.15

13th July, 10th Aug, 7th Sept

Camelford Library
and Council One Stop Shop

Town Hall, Market Place

Tel:  01840 212409
Tues: 9.30am - 5pm  Thurs: 9.30am - 1.30pm 

Sat:  10am - 1pm

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues:             101

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                      01840 250209

NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone 
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge 

from any phone by dialing                   111

Hospitals: 
Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit  8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community           01566 761000
Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am  - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Stratton Community            01288 320101
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

Truro -Treliske             01872 250000
Plymouth - Derriford            01752 202082

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:      01872 354 375

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre: 
  01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:

Church of England                            01840 250359
Methodist                                            01840 214818
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                          01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:                                            01840 250529
Clerk:  01840 230609   email: forminpc@gmail.com

Community Centre Bookings:        01840 250442

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop:  0300 1234 111

Environment Agency:                       0800 807 060

Floodline:               0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:      0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting                           0800 230 0561

Highways:                                             0300 1234 222

RSPCA:               0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:         0800 365 900

Village Hall Bookings:      Jo Kent:  01840 250879

Village website:   www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

Bottreaux Filling Station
For fuel and grocery shopping

Tel: 01840 250108
Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,

Saturday 9am-5pm

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the main 

carpark on Fridays, from 1.45pm until 2.45pm


