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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for 

publication.  The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.

The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, 
Sonja Crockford Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda, Sue Viner.

The next Blowhole will be published in March 2018
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year. 
To subscribe go to www.visitboscastle.com/blowhole or phone 01840 250685

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole'.
Communications to the Blowhole can  be posted to:

Jonhurst Cottage, Boscastle, PL35 0AW

The Blowhole is published quarterly and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude tel: 01288 381700  email:  easy.print@btconnect.com

Happy 100tH Issue
season’s greetIngs and all tHe best for 2018
This edition is our 

100th! Who would’ve 
thought it?

We had discussed doing 
a big feature anout the 
history of the Blowhole 
and a celebration of the 
last 25 years in this edition, 
but decided that we’ll wait 
to do this until the start of 
our 26th year, so look out 
for the Spring 2018 issue 
to fete this milestone. If 

you have any particular 
memories that you’d like us 
to feature, do let us know.

 We are delighted that 
we have recently gained 
some great additions 
to the team and to our 
behind the scenes support; 
it is fantastic to new 
enthusiasm to revitalise the 
team. Thank you :)

As ever, we always new 
welcome writers - you don’t 

need attend meetings to be 
a contributor, nor are you 
obliged to write articles 
for every edition, we are 
very happy to receive one-
off articles to broaden the 
scope of the Blowhole and  
to add interest for our 
readers. One glaring void 
in recent Blowholes, since 
Martin Pethick hung up 
his boots/pencil, has been 
the lack of a sports reporter, 
and we’d be delighted for 

someone to cover local 
sporting events.

Once again, a Huge 
Thank You to everyone 
who supports the 
Blowhole and an especially 
Gigantic Thank You 
to everyone who helps 
it flourish by delivering 
copies to residents, selling 
copies, advertising with 
us and subscribing to the 
magazine. You are all stars.

PA



Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2017    Page 3

The Wellington
Hotel Boscastle

The Long Bar
Open from 11.00 am for:

Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks 

The Waterloo Restaurant
Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining

Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Pub                      Restaurant                   Hotel

Families Welcome          Beer Garden          Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202

www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com

Bob Banks is now fully 
trained and approved by 
Cornwall Council as a Dog 
Warden and is patrolling 
the village on behalf of The 
Parish Council.

Bob has taken up this 
role voluntarily, and, armed 
with Micro Camera and 
Poo bags will be looking 
to remind dog owners 
of their responsibilities. 
Bob’s intention is that with 
advice and education, he 
will be able to reduce and 
hopefully remove what has 
been a growing problem 
around the village.

Bob is authorised to 
issue legally bound fines 

On Patrol for dog fouling and litter 
dropping and although in 
his jurisdiction, he hopes 
fining will be a last resort 
that won’t be needed.

Dogs must wear a collar 
displaying the name and 
address of the owner. A 
dog must not be let out on 
its own at any time; loose 
dogs can be impounded 
and the owner made 
liable for fines and costs. 
Dogs must not bite or 
attack any person or other 
animal. Barking dogs can 
be considered a nuisance 
and enforcement action 
taken against persistent 
offenders. The Police deal 
with incidents involving 
dangerous dogs, dogs 
worrying livestock, traffic 
accidents involving dogs, 
illegal uses of dogs (such as 
poaching, hunting or dog-
fighting sports) and dogs 
left in cars on hot days.

If you have any issues 
regarding dog fouling 
or would like advice etc 
please contact Bob via 
the Parish clerk by email  
forminpc@gmail.com or 
by phone 01840 230609

Shaping the future 
Can you help produce 
some thoughts on what 
makes the National Trust 
land and buildings special?
We are gathering thoughts 
to create a statement that 
highlights the things that 
people like or appreciate. 
The statement, called a 
‘Spirit of Place’ will guide 
the more detailed day to 
day work of the Trust in 
the future.

The Trust owned areas 
include: The Harbour and 
some of the buildings, 
Forrabury Stitches and 
Willapark, Home Farm, 
Pentargon and Penally 

Hill, Valency valley and 
woodlands. 

Currently we look after 
8 historic buildings, over 
300 acres of land including 
farmland, high wildlife 
value land, woodland and 
archaeological features.

In one sentence, what 
do you like or appreciate 
about the land and 
buildings?

Please email your 
thoughts to boscastle@
nationaltrust.org.uk or 
fill in a comment card at 
the visitor centre in the 
harbour by 19 Jan 2018. 
Thank you.

JC

The parish council has 
been asked to choose a free 
car parking day within the 
Christmas period.

“Our hope is that the 
free parking provision will 
support any event that you 
may have already planned 
within you area, and lead 
to increased economic 
prosperity within our 

communities and support 
local businesses within 
the festive period.”  
(County Councillor Geoff 
Brown, Cabinet Member,  
Transport).

The parish council have 
replied to C/Cllr Brown 
selecting New Year’s Day, 
Monday January 1st 2018.

Free Parking...but just for one day

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Full range of plumbing services

Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems

Landlord Safety Certification

OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221

faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
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Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle  
SX 09697 90138

Sept 2017 Oct 2017 Nov 2017

Number of 
days with no 
rainfall

 7  7  9

Max rainfall 
on one day in 
mm

19,4  14  13.6

Date on which 
max fell  2nd  20th  14th

Monthly total 
rainfall in mm 129 86.2 101.4

Total rainfall 
for same month 
in 2016

138.8  38.4 121.4

Total rainfall 
for same month 
in 2007

 44.6 84.3 142.5

Tree Preservation
From time to time people 
in the village might wish 
to remove or cut back 
trees on safety grounds, 
to allow development, 
permit more light or for 
cosmetic reasons. But 
before carrying out work 
on mature trees, whether 
on private or public land, 
it is worth remembering 
that much of Boscastle 
lies within a conservation 
area so most of its trees are 
protected under the Town 
and Country Planning Act 
1990.

Permission should be 
obtained by submitting a 
Section 211 notice to the 
County Council six weeks 
before commencement. 
This applies to all trees 
exceeding a diameter 75 
millimetres measured 1.5 
metres above ground level, 
or 100 millimetres if the 

Electoral Review
The Local Government 
Boundary Commission 
for England has formally 
commenced an electoral 
review of Cornwall Council.

It has been decided 
that the number of 
County Councillors will 
be reduced from 123 to 
87. The intention is to 
equalize voter numbers in 
each ward by redrawing 
electoral boundaries. Any 
changes will not come into 
effect until after the 2021 
elections.

This will have an 
impact on town and 
parish councils. LGBCE 
can (and most likely will) 
recommend changes to 
the number of town and 
parish councils, the need 
for specific councils, the 
numbers of councillors 
elected in each ward and 
the names of wards.

Anyone may make 
comment or suggestions as 
to the structure of the new 
town and parish councils 
by contacting LGBCE via 
their website (address below) 
dedicated to the Cornwall 
review. The online 
consultation  closes on 19th 
February 2018.

Bus Shelter
Cornwall Council’s 
Environmental Health 
Team is now carrying out 
an air monitoring survey 
over a two month period 
during school term at the 
present location of the bus 
site at the top of the village.

It is the opinion of the 
Environmental Health 
Officer that “as we predict 
the levels measured at the 
proposed location are likely 
to be very low a prolonged 
monitoring period will not 
be necessary.”

Nevertheless the Parish 
Council has paid £270 for 
the survey to be carried 
out. This is in order to 
deal with objections to 
the proposed location of 
the new bus site. Nearby 
residents maintain that 
regular buses stopping 
at the site up to six times 
daily and twice by school 
buses (term time only) will 
raise NO2 emissions in the 
area to unacceptable levels.  
The report will be made 
available in early January.

Parish Pump
intention is to thin out 
woodland. It is the decision 
of the local authority to 
permit work based on the 
amenity value of the tree to 
the area.

Anyone who cuts 
down, uproots, tops, 
lops, wilfully destroys or 
damages trees within a 
conservation area without 
consent can be liable to 
prosecution. The penalties 
are serious, a fine up to 
£20,000 in a magistrates’ 
court or an unlimited 
amount levied by a higher 
court. The offender will 
also be obliged to replace 
any trees removed with 
those of the same species.  
Trees which constitute an 
immediate danger can be 
felled provided written 
notice is submitted as soon 
as practicable otherwise 
within five days of work 
commencing.

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/
current-reviews/south-west/
cornwall/cornwall
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Juliotter Garden Club
Club meetings are held 
in Otterham & St Juliot 
Hall and usually start at 
7.30pm.

Meetings focus on 
topical subjects and there 
is always plenty of expert 
advice available on how to 
make your garden flourish. 
Tea and coffee is served 
and there is a raffle. Each 
month there is usually a 
speaker, with the following 
arranged for upcoming 
meetings:
23 Jan: Tim Ellis, subject 
tbc 
27 Feb: Ian Martin from 
the Eden Project, subject 
tbc
27 March: AGM

Membership is £12 
annually or guests £3. For 
more information contact  
Alan Green on 01566 
781559 or Paul Greatorex, 
01840 269178.

Fireworks 
Nuisance
A recent fireworks display 
at Halloween on private 
property ignited a number 
of complaints from those 
in proximity disturbed 
and angered by noise, 
frightening of animals and 
possible fire hazard. While 
those responsible had 
advertised the event via 

£500 Donation to 
parish council

THE NAPOLEON INN
High Street, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A delightful 16th century pub full of character 
Delicious food using local ingredients 

freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
Real ales served straight from the barrel

LIVE MUSIC Every Friday Night
Traditional Cornish singing from the 

 BOSCASTLE BUOYS every Tuesday night
OPEN MIC NIGHT every other Monday 

Large, safe beer garden and sheltered terrace 
 Dogs on leads welcome

 Quiz & Karaoke Nights throughout the winter months. 

 Try our SUNDAY CARVERY
the best around

For up to date events head to our website

BosCars
Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
Luggage Transfers for Walkers
Friendly & Reliable, 24hr Service
Telephone 07790983911

POP- IN REVISITED
Things seem to disappear 
with time and that is what 
happened to the POP – IN 
where people could come 
and have a coffee and a 
chat, quite often when 
collecting their pensions 
at the then post office next 
door.

It was Mary Shepherd 
who suggested we try and 
restart it to give people a 
chance to meet others over 
a cuppa, enjoy a chat and 
maybe play cards, games, 
knit, sew or just enjoy 
being sociable.

Three of us launched it 
3 weeks ago, at a different 
venue, this time in the 
Village Hall and so far, 
there has been positive 
results. Numbers slowly 

David Rowe has kindly 
donated £500 to the Parish 
Council as a proportion 
of royalties from his book 
Boscastle: The Day of 
the Flood  “to spend on a 
worthy cause as the council 
sees fit.”

Facebook it was pointed 
out that not everybody has 
internet access nor did this 
confer permission. Anyone 
contemplating a similar 
event in future should 
be aware of the possible 
impact on neighbours 
and obtain agreement in 
advance.

increase week by week 
and people are certainly 
enjoying themselves when 
they come.

Cards have been played, 
scrabble, and even snakes 
and ladders but mainly 
plenty of chat and laughter.

Unlimited tea/coffee 
and home-made cakes and 
all for £1.50p which helps 
us pay for the hiring of the 
Hall.

We are open from 10 – 
12 noon every Thursday so 
please give us a try.

Everyone is welcome 
and by the way Gents, it’s 
not a women’s only club!

sv

Save Your Used 
Postage Stamps
A timely reminder to tear 
off all those stamps from 
your Christmas card’s 
envelopes and either leave 
them in the collection box 
just inside the surgery door 
or pop them through my 
letter box at 8 Pentargon 
Road. I pack them off 
to the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind 
who, in turn, send them 
on to a buyer. It’s good to 
know that something that 
is so readily thrown away 
does have a real value so, 
even if you only get a few 
stamped items through the 

post, please save the stamps 
all through the year.

Every day another 
one hundred people 
in the UK start to lose 
their sight – a sobering 
thought. Unwanted stamp 
collections, albums and 
first day covers, British or 
foreign, are all of value to 
the society, so please keep 
them coming. 

ML
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The shops are stocking 
up with Christmas Trees, 
holly wreaths and bunches 
of mistletoe to decorate 
our homes in honour of 
the coming festivities. But 
apparently, the season of 
good cheer did not start out 
as an exclusively Christian 
festival. According to 
some, the early Christian 
church hijacked December 
25th to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus because they saw 
that everyone was already 
having a good time and 
decided to take advantage 
of it. The 25th of December 
is probably not even when 
Jesus was born.

The most important 
date in the festive season 
for Pagans is the winter 
solstice which always takes 
place around December 
21st. Called Yule, it is one 
of the traditional Celtic 
fire festivals and marks 
the return of the light 
after the longest night of 
the year. Many Pagans 

Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly

say that Christmas was 
superimposed over their 
great year-end festivals 
which were very popular 
in the Graeco-Roman 
world. Firstly, the customs 
of giving presents, eating 
too much and generally 
having fun comes from the 
Roman festival Saturnalia 
which used to be celebrated 
around December 17th. 
Saturn was the Roman God 
of agriculture and plenty, 
and gift giving symbolised 
the redistribution of 
wealth from the rich to 
the poor during the season 
of greatest hardship. Big 
feasts were generally laid 

on by the rich to feed their 
poorer neighbours.

The next big ancient 
festival was the solstice feast 
of Mithras, the Roman 
God of light on December 
25th. This was the one 
adopted by Christians 
sometime around the 4th 
century as the birthday 
of Jesus. Traditionally, 
this festival marked the 
renewal of hope. The third 
celebration is New Year’s 
Eve, originally dedicated 
to the two-faced Roman 
god Janus, who looked 
both forward and back. 
At this festival there were 
torchlight processions, lots 
of songs, present giving, 
fortune telling and people 
would decorate their 
houses with all sorts of 
greenery to symbolise new 
life. Much of the ancient 
new year celebrations, 

such as gathering greenery 
in the form of a fir tree 
or holly, have now moved 
back to start at what is the 
beginning of the modern 
Christmas season. Holly, 
ivy and other greenery such 
as mistletoe were originally 
used in pre-Christian 
times to help celebrate 
the Winter Solstice, ward 
off evil spirits and to 
celebrate new growth. In 
Norse mythology, holly 
was associated with Thor, 
god of thunder, and 
holly plants grown by the 
home were thought to 
prevent lightning strikes. 
Ancient Romans used 
holly as decoration during 
Saturnalia, a festival 
dedicated to Saturn, god of 
agriculture and husbandry. 
Holly’s symbolism of the 
new season made it an 
appropriate and colourful 
ornament for winter 
festivities. The fact that ivy, 
like some hollies, stayed 
green throughout the year 
led some to believe it had 
magical properties. It too, 
symbolized eternal life, 
rebirth and the spring 
season. In some cultures, 
ivy was a symbol of marriage 
and friendship. In ancient 
Rome, ivy was associated 
with Bacchus, god of wine 
and revelry. Accordingly, 
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it was sometimes used 
as trimming in ancient 
festivals.

In pagan times, Holly 
was thought to be a male 
plant and Ivy a female 
plant. An old tradition 
from the Midlands says that 
whatever one was brought 
into the house first over 
winter, tells you whether 
the man or woman of the 
house would rule that year. 
But it was unlucky to bring 
either into a house before 
Christmas Eve. Some 
people still believe that 
Christmas Eve is the time 
to decorate the house, and 
not before. Mistletoe is a 
parasitic plant that grows 
on willow and apple trees, 
and, along the M5 near 
Taunton at any rate, also 
appears to grow on poplar. 
The tradition of hanging it 
in the house goes back to 
the times of the ancient 
Druids. It is supposed to 
possess mystical powers 
which bring good luck to 
the household and wards 
off evil spirits. It was 
also used as a sign of love 
and friendship in Norse 
mythology and that’s where 
the custom of kissing under 
Mistletoe comes from.

Hanging a circular 
wreath of evergreens 
during mid winter seems 
to go back a very long way. 
It might have started back 
in Roman times when 
wreaths were hung on their 
doors as a sign of victory 
and of their status. Rich 
Roman women wore them 
as headdresses at special 
occasions like weddings. 
Roman Emperors also wore 
laurel wreaths and they 
were given to the winners 
of events in the original 
Olympic Games in Greece.

Christmas wreaths 
as we know them today, 
might have started life as 
Kissing Boughs. In the 
UK, before Christmas 
Trees became popular and 
dating back to the middle 
ages, another popular form 
of Christmas  decoration 
was the Kissing Bough or 
Bunch. These were made 
of five wooden hoops that 
made the shape of a ball 
(four hoops vertical to form 
the ball and then the fifth 
horizontal to go around the 
middle). The hoops were 
covered with Holly, Ivy, 
Rosemary, Bay, Fir or other 
evergreen plants. Inside 
the hoops were hung red 
apples (often hung from 

red ribbons) and a candle 
was either put inside the 
ball at the bottom or 
round the horizontal hoop. 
The bough was finished by 
hanging a large bunch of 
mistletoe from the bottom 
of the ball. For a simpler 
bough you could also just 
have a horizontal hoop 
decorated and hung with 
apples and the mistletoe.  
It is traditional to take 
down the decorations 
after Twelfth Night(5th 
January) on Epiphany 

(January 6th). But during 
the Middle Ages, greenery 
was often left hanging up 
until Candlemas in early 
February.

So now you know; come 
on, deck the halls with 
boughs of holly, ‘tis the 
season to be jolly. Whether 
you celebrate the birth of 
Jesus; the old fire festival 
of Yule; the Bacchanalian 
excesses of Saturnalia, or 
simply the return of the 
light – have fun. 

PT

Deck the Halls...
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Serving fantastic fresh fish n chips and
homemade stone-baked pizzas &

tasty curries
DELIVERIES NOW AVAILABLE

FREE IN BOSCASTLE small charge for other areas
Winter opening hours

Monday  4-8pm   Tuesday closed
Wednesday closed   Thursday 4-9pm 

Friday 4-9pm   Saturday 12-2 & 4-9pm
Sunday 12-5pm

Please ring 01840 250251
to pre-order or for deliveries

The Napoleon’s Halloween 
party is always a fun night 
full of costumes, cocktails 
and great music and this 
year was no exception.

Music was supplied by 
Smug Jars who as you can 
see from the photo, made 
an awesome effort with 
their costumes.

Winners for the 2nd year 
running were mark & Jo 
Yeomans (I unfortunately 
don’t have a pic of them 
together in their full 
costumes this year)

So thank you once again 
to all the nap customers 
who time and again 
support us throughout the 
year, and make such a effort 
for our Halloween party…
roll on next year!!

See in 2018 at our New 
Year’s Eve 80’s themed  
party in Boscastle Village 
Hall from 9pm. with music 
from ATOMIC 80’S

Here’s a few pics, you 
can view all of the photos 
from the night on my 
facebook page… Beccy 
Dallow (nap natterings)

Halloween Fun at 
the Napoleon Inn 

Above: Dan Roots, Jill Burton, Tamsin Boyd, Sally Parsler, Phoebe Price 
Paul Parsler, Beccy Dallow, Mark Yeomans;   Below: Smug Jars
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I know the Blowhole 
generally avoids discussing 
politics but I could not 
resist sharing with readers 
this gem. Asked in the 
Commons whether EU 
laws would apply in 
Britain during the so-
called period of transition 
our esteemed Theresa May 
replied: “Given the way 
things operate, it is highly 
unlikely that anything 
will be brought forward 
during that period that 
has already not started 
discussions through the 
European Union in which 
we are being party of until 
we leave and on which we 
would have been able to 
say whether they would 
be a rule that we would 
sign up to or a rule that 
we would wish to sign up 
to.” No wonder talks are 
going so slowly, no one can 
understand a bleedin’ word 
she’s saying.

The UK has, after 
Germany, the second 
largest GDP in the EU, 
bigger than France, Spain 
or Italy and more than 
the combined value of 
production of the other 23 
EU member states. Our 
contribution is one-sixth of 
the EU’s total budget. No 

wonder they are anxious to 
block our exit. We support, 
amongst other things, 
very large agricultural 
and urban development 
projects in Spain and Italy 
and chronic Greek debt. 

They expect us to pay 
the pensions of retired 
bureaucrats for the next 
forty years. Europe more 
and more resembles some 
nightmare playgroup, four 
or five adults surrounded 
by a bunch of whining 
kids. Would a second 
referendum produce a 
different result? Now 
the British public has 
become aware of the 
bottomless financial pit 
the EU represents they 
will appreciate that there 
comes a time when finally, 
to divorce the monster 
we married we will 
submit even to the most 
outrageous demands. 

British farms and 
businesses, never mind the 
NHS and schools, do not 
need to worry about future 
government support. Once 
we have stopped propping 
up the failing economy of 
Europe we can more than 
afford to look after our 
own.

CR

GOOBLEDEGOOK DANGLING MODIFIERS
What an extraordinary 
phrase! I wonder who first 
uttered it, and what the 
listener thought? However, 
since becoming aware of the 
phenomenon, I find that it 
virtually intrudes my life, 
as I am sure to seek it out 
when it is unintended.  For 
example, when the harassed 
and no doubt overworked 
journalist covering a trial 
committed a dangling 
modification by describing 
“a pilot filming a couple 
having intercourse while 
flying a helicopter,” one asks 
who precisely was flying the 
helicopter?

Advertisements are also 
vulnerable to these snares.  
Oxford University, of all 
places! Has advertised 
for a “full time sexual 
harassment adviser”. What 
about someone who is able 
to harass merely on a part 
time basis, then? As for the 
National Trust, a nationally 
respected institution, well! 
They actually tried to sell 
“Footballers wives hats in 
pink for girls.” Protestors 
objected to the sexist tone 
of advertising but mostly 
to the lack of a suitable 
apostrophe. I should jolly 
well think so!

Mind you, it makes 
me very cautious about 
committing any thoughts, if 
I dare grace them with such a 
description, to paper or any 
complex electronic system. 
I am only just coping, with 
thanks to my astonishingly 
patient husband, and I 
swear, in the decent sense, 
that I could produce this 
document ten times as 
quickly with a simple pen 
or pencil.  What a mercy 
for an editor that relatively 
dramatic alterations can 

be made by the expert by 
a mere tap on the odd key. 
What a relief that must be. 
But the key I ask to perform 
that task a few seconds ago 
stamps it foot with horror at 
the thought if I ask it now.  
True! Words vanish out of 
sight, whole documents 
disappear, but if you hastily 
compose a message which, 
afterwards you regret, there 
is no means of retraction, 
it instantly heads off in all 
directions without recall.  
At least the effort of writing 
requires concentration 
and at least a partial 
grasp of grammar. I read 
that universities are now 
considering abandoning 
all written exams as the 
examiners cannot decipher 
the illegible scrawls the 
students produce. So 
the death of written 
communication means 
future generations will never 
discover an hieroglyphic or 
runic curse or Rosetta Stone. 
All will vanish literally into 
electronic clouds.

Having just been out 
to lunch – and please do 
not deliberately interpret 
that incorrectly – I find 
myself astonished by some 
of the descriptions of items 
on the menu. There is an 
unusual concept of what 
is considered ‘small’ as a 
portion. I was under the 
impression I could eat a 
small portion. But not 
so today unless you have 
the appetite of a colossus.  
What I was given today, 
described as ‘small’ was in 
Cornwall we describe as ‘a 
man goin’ underground’ 
which is intended to reward 
someone who works long 
hours for very little reward.  
I know the feeling.

AR
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The Real Junk Food 
Project North Cornwall is 
a social enterprise aiming 
to reduce food waste by 
intercepting local food 
that would otherwise 
go to waste in landfill, 
anaerobic digestion or for 
use as animal feed. Instead, 
we use this food to create 
delicious ‘Pay As You Feel’ 
meals for the community.
Intercepting Food Waste:

The estimated annual 
food waste in the UK is 
10 million tonnes – that’s 
around £17 billion worth 
in a year, associated with 
20 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
About 60% of this is 
avoidable waste. The Real 
Junk Food Project aims to 
reduce food waste, educate 
communities and provide 
good quality, healthy, 
accessible and inclusive 
meals for all.

Pay As You Feel:
The ‘pay as you feel’ 

concept is a core part of The 
Real Junk Food Project – 
making sure that meals are 

available to all who want 
them. And payment doesn’t 
have to be in money! Meals 
can be paid for in time or 
skills that are donated, or 
just giving a hand with the 
clean up after a meal. It’s all 
appreciated and keeps the 
project thriving.

The project so far has 
fed over 160 people, with 
more and more turning up 
to every meal. The response 
has been fantastic, with 
brilliant reviews of both the 
food and the atmosphere. 
There are  live music 
performances at every 
meal, goodie bags to take 
home all within incredible 
social evenings! 

The Real Junk Meals are 
held at St Kitts Herbery, 
Camelford, on the 2nd and 
4th Friday of every month. 
They start at 6pm and last 
until the food runs out. 
Whether you’re looking to 
make new friends, enjoy 
good food, get involved in 
a fab project to help out 
the community or see some 
great local artists perform, 
there’s got something for 
everyone, and you pay 
what you think it is worth!

More information can 
be found on the facebook 
page (search for the real 
junk food north cornwall) 
or at

www.realjunkfoodnorthcornwall.co.uk

Heel 2 Toe Mobile Foot Clinic
Sandy Pech is a fully 
qualified and registered foot 
health practitioner, with 
over 25 years’ experience 
in her profession, having 
worked in hospitals and 
nursing homes as well as 
providing home visits. 
Before becoming a foot 
care practitioner, Sandy 
taught all forms of beauty 
therapy at Thurrock 
Technical College.

Now resident in 
Boscastle, Sandy is available 
for a home visiting service 
within 20 miles of the 
village. She charges a 
one off price of £25 per 
person per visit. Each 
visit lasts about an hour 
and includes a foot soak 
and scrub as well as any 
necessary care treatments. 
Treatments include: 
toenail cutting, treatments 
for hard skin, ingrowing 
toenails or corns, fungal 
nail treatment, footcare 
for those with suffering 
with diabetes, strapping, 
padding and applications 
of creams. Furthermore 
she is fully trained and 

proficient at drillwork 
and using surgical blades. 
Hand treatments are also 
available if needed.

Sandy is a firm believer 
that health and safety is of 
paramount importance. 
All re-useable instruments 
are properly sterilised and 
cleansed before each use 
and she uses disposable 
equipment where possible. 
She is fully insured and 
CRB checked.

Other therapies that 
Sandy offers include head, 
neck & shoulder massage 
and Japanese foot massage. 
What’s more, Sandy is a 
qualified reflexologist and 
aromatherapist, just ask her 
if you want these services.

Sandy carries a full 
range of podiatry creams, 
medicaments and other 
footcare essentials. She is 
also able to order supplies 
of these for you to keep at 
home if needed.

Heel 2 Toe Mobile Foot Clinic

SANDY PECH
SAC Dip FHPT and FHPP

Home and Care Home 
foot care visits provided 

within 20 miles of Boscastle

01840 250410
07969 357634

email s.pech181@btinternet.com

SC
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MK Computers
 ♦ PC Upgrades and Repair

 ♦ Virus Removal and Protection

 ♦ Custom PC Builds

 ♦ Networking

 ♦ Websites

 ♦ Spares

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

On the 28th October 
Boscastle welcomed the 
Mari Lwyds or Grey 
Mares back to the village 
to celebrate the end of 
summer in the Fourth 
Annual All Hallows Dark 
Gathering.

It was the Museum’s 
busiest day of the year and 
hopefully the influx of 
people into Boscastle was 
good for other businesses 
too. The Maris made their 
way down Fore Street, 
Dunn Street and Old 
Road this year, stopping 
in for a drink and a bite 

at various households who 
wanted something a bit 
different this Halloween!  
Thanks to all those people 
– both holiday-makers 
and residents – who took 
part in this. We hope to 
make it a bigger part of 
the proceedings next year, 
and by doing so include 
the top part of the village, 
including the Napoleon 
Inn, in the festivities.

From about 2pm 
things got going with local 
singer Morwenna who 
entertained the crowds, 
before Wreckers Morris 

( C o r n w a l l ) 
and Beltane 
Border Morris 
started their 
dances in the 
harbour. There 
was already 
a big crowd 
matching last 
years, and more 
and more people 
kept streaming 
in as the day 
p r o g r e s s e d . 
At about 3pm 
Boscastle Buoys 
gave us a fantastic 
performance and 
raised a good 
sum for charity. 
As darkness fell, 
the procession 
from the carpark 

All Hallows Gathering a great success!

began, where the Osses 
paraded into the harbour 
accompanied by a large 
crowd and flaming torches. 
The Museum wishes 
to thank our volunteer 
stewards who did such 
a great job in keeping 
everything ticking along 
smoothly.

The Harbour 
happenings were rounded 
off by an extraordinary 
performance by Mr. Fox, 
a troupe of fire-dancers 
and performers from the 
North of England. Their 
red flares, crows on stilts 

and fox-masked dancers 
were truly unforgettable 
and gave the event a 
real carnival feel. Whilst 
many people went to the 
hostelries in the village 
for more songs, cakes and 
ale, many others stayed 
to attend the Candlelit 
Evening in the Museum 
from 8pm. Thanks again 
to our visitors who have 
supported this unique 
and wholly independent 
Museum so enthusiastically 
this year.

Next year the Dark 
Gathering will take place 
on Saturday 27th October. 
Thanks to the Boscastle 
Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce for their 
support. We have already 
discussed the possibility 
of a park-and-ride facility 
for next years’ event. And 
thanks too to the National 
Trust for allowing the 
event to go ahead and for 
promoting it for us too. See 
you next year!

Peter Hewitt
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I love a good old-fashioned proper British 
pudding and few things can be more 
deliciously comforting than a creamy, 
custardy bread and butter pudding, 
especially if you push the boat out a bit with 
a custard made with cream and eggs. This is 
a recipe adapted from an Anton Mossiman 
original although I’ve been making it for so 
long I might well have almost made it my 
own. 
Bread and Butter Pudding
Serves 8

2oz (55g) mixed raisins and sultanas
Brandy, whisky or calvados– enough to 
cover the fruit
8oz (225g) brioche
unsalted butter
3tbs apricot jam
14fl oz (400ml) milk
14fl oz (400ml) double cream
1 tsp good vanilla essence
a pinch of salt
4oz (125g) castor sugar
4 eggs

Method
Soak the raisins and sultanas in alcohol for 
at least 2 hours, longer if possible.

Generously butter the brioche pieces 
and place them into a dish that is about 2in 
(5cm) deep, and just large enough to take 
the brioche in a single layer.

Drain the raisins and sultanas and 
scatter over the brioche. Take 3tbs of their 
soaking liquid and warm with the jam in a 
small pan, stirring until evenly mixed and 
just runny. Drizzle over the brioche.

Gently heat the milk with the cream, 
vanilla and salt, until it comes to the boil. 
Draw off the heat, cover and leave to stand 
for 5 minutes. Whisk the eggs lightly with 
the sugar, then pour in the warm milk 
mixture, stirring constantly. Strain the 
mixture over the brioche. 

Bake at 160C/325F/gas 3 for about 45 
minutes until just firm. Serve hot or warm 
or chill it in the fridge overnight and serve 
the next day.

Is this delicious or this this delicious?
Pat Thorne

Cookery Corner:
A Proper Pudding Cornwall Songwriters Showcase 

is a new event which runs 
monthly, on the third Sunday 
of each month, starting at 
7pm and based at the Coombe 
Barton Inn, Crackington 
Haven. This venue was chosen 
as it has a large side room 
where songwriters can perform 
in a quieter environment to 
an appreciative audience. If 
time allows each performer 
can perform up to 8 of their 
own songs, usually in two sets. 
Entrance is free to all.

The idea came about as 
Chris Hytch, a songwriter and 
a former Birmingham-based 
music producer, felt that a 
regular local event was needed 
where songwriters could 
perform original material rather 
than ‘covers’ of other people’s 
songs. When in Birmingham, 
Chris ran monthly showcases for 
a very different type of music-
R’n’B and hip hop. Again, all 
performers had written their 
own material. These showcases, 
the ‘Onelove’ showcases, ran for 
5 years.

Chris, pictured above, also 
ran his own music production 
company, Hit Hot Productions, 
and created tracks for local 
R’n’B and Nu-Soul singers, 
some of which were released 
commercially. His final project 
before moving to Cornwall was 
the ‘Out The Box’ video and 
single, by B City Collective.

So, back to the current 
singer/songwriters who have 

Cornwall Songwriters Showcase

The Still Point Treatment Room
Boscastle

Francilla Mangal-Smart BEd.Hons
ITEC qualified Holistic Massage 

Therapist
Aromatherapy Massage

Swedish massage
Hot Stone Massage

Deep tissue massage

A range of treatments available, 
tailored to your needs.

Call today for a free consultation 
07791 002 109

Every body deserves a massage

performed at the Songwriters 
Showcase. Who are they? Well 
there is Chris for a start, then Joe 
Hawkins, winner of the 2015 best 
young songwriter of the year at Looe 
festival , Doug Richardson, who has 
had songs played on Radio Cornwall, 
the brilliant new talent of Kaitlyn 
Elverson, well-established local 
songwriter Mex Merrick, the local 
‘Joni Mitchell’, Abi Caine, Hilltop 
John, who in the past has fronted his 
own bands, Mike O’Sullivan, who has 
just produced a new album, Keiron 
Chatterjea and William Isaacs.

So far three showcases have 
taken place, one at the Gildhouse, 
Poundstock and two at the Coombe 
Barton. The next one is Sunday 
17th December. All songwriters are 
welcome and can turn up on the 
night or contact Chris beforehand 
(see below for contact details).

The showcase events are all open to 
the public and the more members of 
the audience that turn up the better, 
so why not go along to discover 
new music performed by talented 
local artists? You will be made most 
welcome.

Contact Chris Hytch on 01566 
781836, or email: chrishytch@
googlemail.com and see the 
website http://chrishytch.wix.com/
cornwallsongwriters
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Micro-Living
In London the property 
developer U+I is planning 
to offer “townflats” 
totalling 62 square feet 
(19sqm) available to rent 
“for as little as £700 per 
month.” Developers argue 
this would offset by savings 
in commuting costs.

My “box room” used as 
an office measuring 17x6 
(102 sqft) holds a desk and 
some book shelves.

The new micro-
flats will incorporate an 
ingenious foldup table, 
a raised double bed, a 
bathroom and kitchen, 
sofa and washing machine.  
The demand is expected 
to be massive: when 14 
microflats were advertised 
in New York last year there 
were 60,000 applicants.

The encyclopaedic Dr 
Johnson wrote “When a 
man is tired of London 
he is tired of life.” He was 
writing in the eighteenth 
century, when the 
population was still in the 
hundreds of thousands.

By 2030 it is reckoned 
to reach eleven million.

In St Ives recently 
a single parking space 
measuring 4.4 by 2.1 
metres sold for £40,000.  
No doubt the new owner 
will be seeking planning 
permission for a block of 
flats.

CR

copyright photo courtesy of David Flower

Boscastle AFC 2nds JJJones Duchy 4 Team 2017/18
Photo taken at Boscastle by David Flower before the league match against Southgate

Back Row: Mark Hewitt (Trainer), Martin Seldon, Ali Gibbons, Robbie Nute 
Max Ball, Martyn Sampson, Jason Seldon, Jake Dickinson, Jack Shaw 

and Scott Dunn (Manager)  Front Row: Callum Bosley, Darren Hambley, Ryan 
Williams, Aiden Hewitt, Matt Joliffe  and Jamie Palfrymen. 

Missing from photo: Jack Gibson & Tim Lyle (Injured)

NT Café Refit
The National Trust Café 
will be closed for painting 
and a refit  from 3rd January, 
reopening on Saturday 
27th.
The National Trust Shop, 
and Visitor Centre will 
remain open for the normal 
winter hours of 10.30 til 4.

Following on from previous 
reports in The Blowhole, 
the newly formed Boscastle 
Community Interest 
Company are now into 
their second year of 
successful operation. After 
their most recent meeting 
of the membership, the 
Company has ideas to 
increase their work to bring 
further benefits the village 
by looking to raise funds 
for a community minibus 
in the next season.

The Company was 
initially established 
after Cornwall Council 
gave notice to the local 
Parish Councillors that 
they would soon close 
the Boscastle Gateway 
building in the car park 
which houses the only 
public conveniences the 

Community Interest Company Plans for a Minibus
village has. Arguing that 
these are important to the 
village, the Company was 
setup with members from 
the Boscastle Chamber 
of Trade and Commerce 
and Parish Council as a 
mechanism to keep the 
facility running. Whilst 
setting the Company up, 
the members did not just 
have toilets in their minds 
but wanted the Company 
to have a wider community 
impact by managing, 
preserving and promoting 
community assets and 
activities. Successfully 
keeping the toilet facility 
in Boscastle ‘open for 
business’, the membership 
is looking to broaden 
their work and investigate 
the viability in the village 
owning and running their 

own community mini bus.
Therefore, if there is 

any community group or 
stakeholders within the 
village believe that they 
would benefit from the use 
of this opportunity, please 
do make contact with 
the Company before the 
end of January 2018. The 
membership hopes that 
by involving the whole 
village, we can successfully 
obtain funding, parking, 
maintenance and more 
to benefit a wider village 
audience.

Boscastle Community 
Interest Company can 
be contacted by email at 
boscastlecic@gmail.com. 
For more information on 
the Company, please see 
www.visitboscastle.co.uk.
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logo from Cave of 
Harmony

Dear Editor, thank you for 
allowing me free rein on all 
the articles I have written 
for the Boscastle Blowhole. 
I recently looked back over 
them, and I discovered that 
I started writing for the 
Blowhole ten years ago - 
wow - how time slips away 
without realizing. In all that 
time you have been very 
patient and encouraging, 
never criticising the 
language, content or length 
of my endeavours and for 
that I thank you.

Some of the topics 
could take a place in the 
Village Archive records, as 
for example, the first of the 
annual ‘Boscastle Walks’ 
and the first ‘Boscastle 
Food and Craft Festival’. 
Both events began in 2007, 
three years after the Flood. 
I joined the ‘In Hardy’s 
Footsteps Walk’ that year 
and it was pleasing to 
discover that some of the 
countryside has remained 
unchanged since Thomas 
Hardy’s time - not the 
Valency Valley however, 

Thank You Philippa

LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE
Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle

A Family run B&B offering 
quality, comfort and a relaxed 

informal atmosphere

Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House

Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House

scene of devastation and 
flooding in August 2004. 

In 2008 one topic was 
the event which affected 
the nation – the ‘Digital 
Changeover’. I attempted 
to explain that the change 
from Analogue to Digital 
would result in ‘clearer 
TV pictures for all’. The 
switch over would take 
place between July and 
September 2009 affecting 
every household in the 
country. Months before 
that date, information 
flowed like confetti through 
our letter boxes.   There 
were programmes on TV 
and in the Boscastle Village 
Hall we had a speaker from 
Age Concern who gave 
reassurance to confused 
villagers. We were told that 
by 5th August 2009 BBC2 
would be switched off - 
and I can’t for the life of 
me remember why – but 
not to worry because ‘the 
new digital signal would 
be stronger than the old 
analogue one’. (‘Whatever’!)

Also in 2008 we had 

the much loved and, these 
days very much missed, 
‘Cabaret’. Home spun 
entertainment has always 

been eagerly anticipated 
and greatly appreciated in 
Boscastle. To have ‘one of 
our own’ (well, a complete 
cast actually) give up their 
time, free gratis, and to 
have entertainment and a 
meal all for a nominal sum, 
was a gift to treasure. Such 
events bring the Villagers 
together, reinforcing our 
community spirit.

The following year 
I shared my journey 
on steam trains with 
our readers - calling at 
Launceston; Bodmin and 
Wenford and Lappa Valley 
stations. Well not the same 
train obviously (possibly 
thanks to Beecham). Even 
without a small child the 
journeys were exciting as 
being ‘off the beaten track’. 
This proved to be a different 
way of seeing the Cornish 
countryside. However, 

sharing my adventurous 
train journey to Andover 
in 2012 proved that not 
all trips are so straight 
forward. In November that 
year extensive flooding 
around Exeter and much 
further afield prevented 
trains from running. My 
journey going east had to 
be completed by coach 
until a train, unaffected by 
flooding, could be found 
(another opportunity to see 
countryside ‘off the beaten 
track’). On a happier note, 
in 2012 Roger Irving-Little 
celebrated 50 years in the 
Boscastle Pottery.

2013 saw the Boscastle 
Spar shop open, some years 
later to include the new, 
much needed Post Office 
and in 2014 Iris Olde, a 
dear friend and font of all 
village history, celebrated 
her 90th birthday. The 
Boscastle Food and Craft 
Festival opened for the 
last time in 2015. This was 
also the year Kendra (Jan 
Anderson’s Pet As Therapy 
dog) began her year long 
‘Diary’.

I have written 
reluctant farewells to 
Barbara and Brian Honey; 

Boscastle Pottery

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: 01840 212666

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly 
Competitive Prices for all cars, 

motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate
Camelford
PL32 9RA
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Edna Edwards; Daphne 
Rodgers; Mat and Pat 
Wood and Graham and 
Kerriann, custodians of the 
Witchcraft Museum, all of 
whom have, regrettably, 
moved from the village and 
some like Edna, we can no 
longer contact.  

On a more pleasing 
note I have reported on 
Pantomimes; The Air 
Ambulance and collectors 
Barbara Hopkins and 
‘Ollie’; The award John 
Brown’s son Nigel received 
for ‘The Best Food Pub of 
the Year’ at the Stag near 
Leamington Spa; ‘Wild 
Wood’ and ‘Half Acre’s 
involvement with The 
National Garden Scheme; 
Ian Nicholls London 
Marathon and ‘be still my 

beating heart’ – the Royal 
Marines.

The list seems endless 
and on counting up the 
words of them all the 
result is over 51,000. This 
reminds me of an article I 
read some time ago on how 
long certain books took the 
authors to write:-

The Strange Case of 
Doctor Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde by RL Stevenson – 6 
days.

A Christmas Carol by C 
Dickens – 6 weeks

The Lord of the Rings 
by JR Tolkien – 16 years.

I wonder how many 
words over a ten-year 
period that would be, for 
each author? 

GQ

Thank You Philippa County Council Survey Results

The County Council’s most 
recent residents’ survey 
was bad news for those 
officials who thought they 
might have the confidence 
of the public: only one in 
four thought they were 
trustworthy, one in three 
they were making their area 
a better place to live, only 
one in five that the Council 
was efficient and well-run, 
and 23% they acted in the 
best interest of residents.

Worse still, only 30% 
thought the Council 
were value for money. A 
Freedom of Information 
request reveals that 350 
staff at County Hall each 
earn more than £50,000 
per year.

Asking people if they 
liked where they lived gave 
a predictable response: 9/10 
liked Padstow, only 6/10 

https://www.cornwall.
gov.uk/council-and-
democracy/have-
your-say/residents-
survey-2017/

Bodmin. The Council’s 
website focuses on the good 
bits: 88% are satisfied with 
rubbish collection, 81% 
with recycling, but down 
to 57% for street cleaning, 
sports and leisure 50% and 
libraries 49%.

Generally satisfaction 
levels have declined 
since the 2014 survey.  
Cornwall Council leader 
Adam Paynter countered 
with “the survey results 
show that 82% of people 
are satisfied with life in 
Cornwall…Turning round 
satisfaction levels will take 
time and this Cabinet is 
committed to listen to 
residents as one of our 
key values. The survey 
highlights some strengths – 
we love where we live, but 
more work is needed for 
this to change.”

Further details about the 
survey and the full report of 
its findings can be found at:
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Museum of Witchcraft
The Museum of Witchcraft 
and Magic has had a 
fantastic season and keeps 
going from strength to 
strength. Although we are 
now closed for the winter, 
there is still lots going on.

Several Museum 
objects are currently on 
loan, some to a Victoria 
and Albert exhibition on 
1960s counter culture 
which is going on a world 
tour. We also have objects 
in the British Library’s 
Harry Potter exhibition.  
Simon Costin and Joyce 
Froome of the Museum 
appeared on a recent BBC 
documentary exploring 
the history of magic. 
The Museum has also 
had a pop up exhibition 
in London which has 
had tens of thousands of 
visitors appearing in Time 
Out magazine and The 
Telegraph. We are really 
pleased to spread the word 
to the wider world about 
the Museum and its home, 
Boscastle!

We will have limited 
opening over winter on the 
following dates: December 
26th-January 2nd daily 
opening 12-5pm (last entry 
4pm) and we will also be 
open on January 6th from 

4-7pm as part of our Old 
Christmas celebrations. 
We re-open for the year 
on April 1st 2018 and will 
remain open every day 
until October 31st.

More details about 
Old Christmas at the 
Museum (organised 
with the Cornish 
Cultural Association) 

 There is no need to book 
to attend anything except 
the talks in the Museum 
library. Everything is free 
to attend. If you would like 
some leaflets or a poster to 
help promote this event, 
please email Judith at 
museumwitchcraft@aol.
com specifying how many 
leaflets/A4 posters and 
your address.  Here is a 
plan for the evening of the 
6th– hope you can join us!
4-7pm: Museum open.
5pm: Talk by Alex 
Langstone in Museum 
library ‘Midwinter 
traditions and folklore 
in East Cornwall’. Music 
outside the Museum.  
5.30pm: Talk by Simon 
Reed in Museum library 
‘Guize traditions’
From 6pm: Food/
Mulled wine outside the 
Museum.

7pm: Torchlit guise 
procession makes its way 
to Museum
Events outside the 
Museum (from around 
7.15pm)
Wassail Ceremony 
performed outside the 
Museum
Boscastle Breakdown 
(traditional dance) 
performed on barrel 
Break for food/mulled 
wine
Serpent Dance led by 
Merv and Alison Davey 
around harbour area
Serpent Dance follows/
leads Guise procession 
to the Cobweb for music 
and drinks, then onto 
the Wellington for more 
music, dance and end of 
night party.

The Museum team 
have been giving all sorts 
of talks this year. We 
spoke at the AGM of the 
Cornwall Association of 
Local Historians, to Exeter 
Woman’s Institute and to 
the local history societies 
of St Tudy, St Breward 
and Lifton. Talks have 
also been presented to 
Falmouth Yachting club 

and St Columb Probus 
Club. All these talks have 
been brilliantly received 
and it got the Museum 
team thinking: why 
don’t we deliver a talk in 
Boscastle about the history 
of the Museum and the 
witchcraft and magic more 
generally. We are planning 
to look into this and 
hopefully hold a free talk 
(with drinks and nibbles) in 
the Village Hall in March 
(details TBA). This would 
be your chance to find out 
about the Museum, meet 
the Museum staff and ask 
us questions. We often hear 
things from people on the 
grapevine/anonymously, 
this would be a chance 
to speak directly to the 
Museum team in an open 
forum.

Birth announcement: 
Agnes Emily Hewitt was 
born on July 8th 2017. Her 
parents are the Museum 
Managers, Judith and 
Peter Hewitt.

Congratulations from 
the Blowhole Team to Judith 
and Peter and welcome to 
Agnes Emily.

Unit 4, Pentire Workshops, Delabole
PL33 9BA

(Behind Atlantic Signs, keep right)
Huge selection of quality carpet, vinyl, LVT, wood and 

safety flooring at affordable prices
Free consultation, planning & estimates

Insurance work undertaken

Shop Opening Times
Mon-Fri 9am - 2.30pm

Sat 9am - 5pm

01840 552147

Philip Sleep Flooring
Professional & Reliable with over 20 years experience

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES 
BAR SNACKS

 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT 
 SUNDAY CARVERY 

Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm
Evening Meals 6.00pm-9.00pm

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
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Camelford Stingers 
Swimming Club
It was a double duo of 
Stingers Swimming Success 
this weekend. Logan 
completed in the Life 
Centre, a long weekend 
in the Plymouth Harwich 
Cup where he competed 
with Bude Sharks squad. 
There were some awesome 
swims at a really fast and 
hard meet; all swimmers 
competed well. Logan 
had some personal bests 
along with gaining Silver 
for 200m Breaststroke and 
Gold in 100m Breaststroke.

On Sunday, Logan’s 
mum Alison was 
representing Cornwall 
competing in the Masters 
County Championships 
at Milford. The team did 
really well and we await 
our ranking nationally. 
With 34 swimmers with 
from a variety of Cornish 
Clubs. it is an opportunity 
to meet and enjoy Masters 
swimming.

Every member of the 
team is important and 
swimmers get so much 
out of training, fitness 

improves, stress levels lower and 
energy comes in abundance 
making every day easier and of 
course you make friends and 
become part of something special.

We welcome swimmers of all 
ages to our club and if we can 
enthuse one more swimmer to 
join our club, then we will have 
made a difference. You can find 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/camelfordstingers Your First 
trial is FREE.

We train on thursdays:  
Development swimmers 5:45pm, 
Squad Swimmers 6:30pm

Merry Christmas and a 
Swimming New Year

Pictured above is Alison and 
above left, Logan

AC

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FOR ALL yOuR ELECTRICAL REquIREmENTS

TEL : 01840 250155
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Boscastle WI
Sometimes it takes a 
while before questions are 
answered and the question 
many people asked, after 
the Lookout was hit by 
lightning on 31st December 
2015, was – ‘why was there 
no lightning conductor 
on such a prominent 
building?’ 

Martin Wilson, the 
Boscastle WI speaker for 
September, provided the 
answer – with so much 
slate under the building it 
is difficult to ensure that 
the conductor is correctly 
earthed. The National Trust 
will carry out construction 
work to ensure that never 
again will the Lookout 
and its equipment suffer 
damage from lightning as 
it did in 2015.

Martin has been a 
Coastwatch volunteer for 
13 years and in that time, 
he has seen a reversal in 
the number of Coastwatch 
stations being closed. The 
Coastguards were formed 
in 1822 to be ‘eyes along the 
coast’. Their responsibility 
is to ‘spot, plot and 
report’ and they are ably 
assisted by the National 
Coastwatch Institution., 
Boscastle Coastwatch 
opened in 2003 and is one 
of 51 stations manned (and 
womanned!) by trained 
volunteers who co-ordinate 
with the emergency 
services in order to prevent 
life threating situations 
at sea and also on land. 

In 2010 there were over 
200 reported incidences 
and it is the aim of the 
organisation to increase the 
number of stations around 
Britain’s coastline in the 
future. Volunteers pay for 
their own uniforms since, 
as the Coastwatch rely 
on donations, funds are 
limited. 

Martin was an 
interesting speaker who 
said the Coastwatch 
volunteers would be happy 
to talk to us if we knocked 
on the door of the Boscastle 
Lookout.

Going to the CFWI 
Annual Council Meeting, 
which was held in the 
Hall for Cornwall on 10th 
October 2017, was a new 
experience for me. As I 
sat next to Elizabeth from 
Bude and chatted, the 
coach journey passed very 
quickly. There was time for 
a quick coffee before we 
made our way to the Hall, 
which was full to the ceiling 
of Cornish WI ladies – an 
impressive number of WI 
ladies. 

The Guest of Honour 
was the Right Worshipful 
Mayor of Truro and, 
after welcoming him, 
the officials dealt with 
business matters, such as 
the 2018 Budget and the 
presentation of awards 
to WI members. The 
many awards are proof of 
the versatility of the WI 
members and the applause 
was well deserved.

There were three 
speakers to entertain us, 
Paul Adkins, who has an 
Acupuncture practice in 
Truro, explained about 
‘Acupuncture and the 
Chinese Five Elements for 

Health and Wellbeing’. 
Mark Holmes from the 
Cornwall Council talked 
about the Council’s aim 
for Cornwall to ‘become 
a world leading Green 
economy’ saying that 
‘Cornwall has a wealth 
of renewable energy 
resources’. They hope to 
create ‘an energy future 
that is cleaner and more 
affordable, retaining the 
benefits in Cornwall’.   

The afternoon session 
began with a WI ladies 
choir, before the writer 
Victoria Hislop discussed 
her writing with Daphne 
Skinnard, a BBC Cornwall 
interviewer. Victoria said 
she does not share her work 
before it is completed and 
had several tips for the 
creative writer.

‘Back at the Ranch’ 
(Village Hall to you) the 
members who didn’t go 
to the Council Meeting, 
also didn’t go the planned 
visit to Davidstow Cheese 
Factory – a problem with 
the booking, I believe. 
They had a quiet meeting 
with no speaker and so they 
entertained themselves

Vivian Sandercock is 
chairman of the Launceston 
Philatelist Society and 
on 14th of November he 
entertained the Boscastle 
WI members with the 
‘History of Stamps’. 
With the aid of slides, 
Vivian showed us various 
examples of the first stamps 
issued and also those 
imperfect stamps much 
sought after by philatelists. 
I have difficulty with the 
concept of huge sums of 
money being placed on 
stamps that are imperfect! 
Yet auction houses have 
seen enthusiasts bidding 
vast sums of money against 
each other for such stamps. 

The history of stamps 
and the postal system 
I found much more 
interesting and the slides 
began with a Roman 
‘Tablet’ possibly dated 
1500BC. It was essential 
for Rome to keep in touch 
with its far-flung territories, 
so a system of messengers 
was put in place, carrying 
information from Rome. 

Henry I, in the fifteenth 
century, had a similar 
system with messengers 
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carrying information from 
the government. Uniforms 
for the messengers were 
introduced by Henry III and 
Edward I instituted postal 
houses where messengers 
could change horses. 
Elizabeth I created the post 
of Chief Postmaster but it 
was Charles I who set up 
the nucleus of the modern 
system that allowed the 
general public to send 
mail, the cost of which 
was met by the recipient. 
By Charles II’s time there 
were so many complaints 
that the ‘Bishops Mark’ 
was introduced by Henry 
Bishop – a small circle with 
month and day inscribed.

A Cornishman, Ralph 
Allen (1693-1764) 
reformed the postal system 
improving, amongst other 
reforms, mail required to go 
via London. Up until that 
time all mail had done. Sir 
Rowland Hill introduced 
pre-paid stamps in January 
1840 with the first adhesive 
stamp – the Penny Black – 
being used in May 1840. 
He first became interested 
in postal reform in 1835. 
Perforations appeared on 
stamps in 1854.

From the first 
beginnings of messengers 
on horseback the human 

race has always maintained 
contact with each other. 
Although we can contact 
people quicker than ever 
before - by phone, email 
or text message - the postal 
system has survived. 

Should you be interested 
in joining us at any of our 
meetings, we are a friendly 
group. We get together 
every second Tuesday of the 
month in the village hall at 
2pm. Come along and get 
to know us, you may even 
know some of us already.

GQ

Marshgate WI
Fabulous floaty silk 
scarves…they enhance 
any outfit and turn drab 
to glam in one shake of 
a tassel. But Martin and 
Karen Watkins have taken 
the art of the scarf a step 
further, and make their 
own beautiful and unique 
scarves using gutta, fabric 
paint and common table 
salt.

The couple arrived 
at Otterham & St Juliot 
Hall armed with silk, 
paints, frames and brushes 
to show Marshgate WI 
members how it is done 
at their October meeting, 
with some members 
getting a chance to have 

a go. Brushes loaded with 
glowing colours swept 
over the delicate fabric 
until a gorgeous pattern 
was achieved, then salt was 
sprinkled to give amazing 
effects. Martin and Karen 
then set their creations 
and render them colourfast 
by ironing them on a hot 
setting…carefully! They 
then generously donated 

one of their beautiful 
creations to the WI for a 
raffle prize.

Remember to check 
our website at www.
mar shga t e w i . o rg .uk / , 
especially the messageboard 
page, and meet us on 
Facebook.

Wendy Trevennor
Secretary

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
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Dear all, 
As I write this we are still 
in November, but the 
commercial world, and 
advertisers in particular, 
have been bombarding 
us with ‘Christmas’ 
produce for weeks.  In the 
church’s year, Christmas 
celebrations begin on the 
evening of December 24th, 
and before that we have a 
period of expectant waiting 
for the coming of the 
Christ-Child into the world 
– a period we call Advent.  
The good news is that the 
period of Christmas, in the 
church’s year, lasts until the 
evening of 1 February – the 
evening before we celebrate 
the feast of Candlemas, 
and so there is no need to 
tear down your decorations 
before that date, unless of 
course you are superstitious 
and take them down on 
Twelfth Night!

During December we 
will be holding Christingle 
and Carol services in 
churches and chapels in 
our communities so there 
is plenty of opportunity for 
you to join us to hear the 
traditional story of the first 
Christmas, to sing some 
carols, and to give thanks 
to God.

One of the most 
important Christmas 
traditions for many of us 
is a crib or nativity scene, 
which can be found in a 

variety of forms, but each 
in its own way telling the 
Christmas story. 

The tradition of a 
Christmas crib dates back 
to 1223 when records 
show that Francis of Assisi 
created a crib scene in the 
woods of Greccio, outside 
Assisi. Helped by a local 
man, Francis built a stable 
with straw and animals, 
and his followers gathered 
on Christmas Eve with 
local villagers to tell the 
Christmas story. Francis 
used wooden figures 
telling each of their stories 
in turn. Later the local 
people would take the 
parts and act out the story 
themselves. For Francis it 
was important to remind 
the people that Jesus was 
born for them and that he 
was born into a poor family 
like theirs and not to a rich 
family.  

Many of our children 
will continue this 
tradition by taking part 
in nativity plays which 
tell the Christmas story, 
and the crib scenes found 
in churches and in some 
homes, are there to remind 
us that a baby was born 
into humble circumstances 
and that this baby was a 
sign of God’s love for us all. 

As we once again 
celebrate Christmas 
let us spend a moment 
remembering that the 

greatest gift for us all is the 
baby lying in the manger.

May the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness 
of the shepherds, the 
perseverance the wise 
men, the obedience of 
Joseph and Mary, and the 
peace the Christ-Child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing God the 
Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit be with you 
this Christmas time and 
evermore. Amen
Reverend Heather Aston

Christmas Church Services
Sunday 17th December
9.30am Boscastle Village Hall, Breakfast Church
10am Tintagel Church, Holy Communion
11am Otterham Church, Family Service
3pm Trethevy, Carol Service
6.30pm Forrabury Church Carol Service
Wednesday 20th December
1.30pm Forrabury Church Boscastle School Carol Service
Christmas Eve 24th December
11 am Minster Church Holy Communion
3pm Tintagel Church Crib Service
4.30pm Forrabury Church Crib Service
6pm Tintagel Methodist Church Carol Service
11.30pm Tintagel Church Midnight Mass
11.30pm Forrabury Church Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 25th December
9am Lesnewth Church, Holy Communion
10am Tintagel Church, Morning Prayer
10.30am Trevalga Church, Holy Communion
Sunday 31th December
11am Otterham Church, Holy Communion
Sunday Epiphany 7th January
10am Tintagel Church, Holy Communion
3pm Lesnewth Church, Epiphany Carol Service
4pm Forrabury Church, Family Service
There is also a said Holy Communion service in  
Tintagel Old School at 10am every Wednesday.

As the Blowhole goes to 
press, we are saddened to 
hear of the death of the 
Reverend John Ayling, 
former Minister of this 
Parish and a founder 
member of the Boscastle 
Blowhole.

The team send 
heartfelt sympathies to 
his wife, Yvonne and to 
all their family. We will 
publish a full tribute to 
John in a future edition.
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Community lunch
Eighty people enjoyed a 
Christmas Community 
lunch on 29th November  
in Otterham & St Juliot 
Hall At this time we 
said a special thanks 
to Sally Linnington 
who has helped cook 
this lunch each month 
over the last few years. 
Everyone present had an 
enjoyable time and it was 
a wonderful start to the 
Christmas celebrations. 
The next Community 
lunch will be held on 
Wednesday January 24th. 
For further information 
contact David Lamond, 
email lamond.d@sky.com 
phone 01566 880085.

Pasties, puddings and 
poetry were on the 
menu in Otterham 
and St Juliot Hall on 
18th November. The 
event was to raise 
money to support the 
work of the churches 

Fundraising can be a 
tedious exercise, but 
the Buoys know how 
to put the “Fun” into 
Fundraising. They do 
it all in the memory of 
Raymund Rogers, and 
they shake the pink 
bucket wherever they go.

Catherine Robins, 
Community Fundraiser for 
Cornwall Hospice Care said, 
“The amount raised over the 
last few years is incredible. 
We are very grateful for their 
dedication to help fund the 
care. All the money raised 
by the Boscastle Buoys in 

Cornwall stays in Cornwall. 
£30,000 is the equivalent 
of care in one intensive care 
bed for 50 days. Well done 
and thank you for making 
a difference!”

Their fundraising is set 
to continue with events 
already booked for next 

year. You can follow the 
Buoys on Facebook, or 
via their website www.
boscastlebuoys.co.uk or 
the old-fashioned way, 
by joining them at the 
Napoleon Inn every 
Tuesday from 8.30 pm. 
Keep it up Buoys!

Boscastle Buoys make it £30,000!

in Otterham, St Juliot 
and Lesnewth. A very 
enjoyable evening 
spent eating, chatting, 
and listening to 
Cornish poetry. Mike 
Titchin’s ‘ditty’ was all 
to memorable.

Pasties, Puddings and Poetry
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Take your time, I would, 
for the trees
During a November 
day spent in the woods 
of Valency Valley I was 
joyfully popping my 
tea flask when Chris 
exclaimed, with a waving 
hand and a mouthful of 
sandwich ‘Yipper!  Yipper!’ 
I followed his gaze to the 
river, taking a moment to 
realise he had seen a dipper 
zip past. A dipper! I’ve 
only seen one in Cornwall 
before, and I’ve still only 
seen one as this dipper did 
not zip back.

I wonder what else 
I haven’t seen. I started 
thinking about Valency 
Valley and the surrounding 
woodland, and what we 
have there. In particular 
species that we don’t often 
see, or don’t take time to 
notice.

Boscastle Gallery

The Bridge, Boscastle
01840 250248

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus 

an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets

Of course, we notice 
the trees, most of Peter 
and Minster wood consists 
of previously coppiced 
multi-stemmed sessile oak, 
occasionally silver birch, 
some large beech trees, a 
grove of horse chestnut, 
frequent hazel, occasional 
holly and young sycamore. 
Yet a tree is an ecosystem 
in itself, and on closer 
inspection of a trunk you 
will notice mosses, lichens 
and liverworts living on the 
bark.

Mosses are often 
found on the shady, lee 

side of leaning trunks 
where moisture can 
accumulate. 86 different 
types of moss have been 
found here (including 
nationally scarce species 
Hetercladium wulfbergii 
and Rhynchostegium 
alopecuroides) a high 

mosses on one side of the tree

a yipper...oops dipper

total for Cornwall that 
reflects the richness of the 
woodland and rocky river 
banks. 

Interestingly, lichens 
are not single organisms, 
but are made up of fungi 
and algae, living together 
in a mutually beneficial 
community. They only 
survive in unpolluted air, 
with good levels of light. 72 
different types have been 
found here, including very 
rare species such as Degelia 
atlantica, Nephroma parile 
and Pannaria rubiginosa. 

So how do we look after 
woodland for the plants, 
animals, fungi and algae 

that live here? The first 
instruction for woodland 
management is to take 
your time. Get to know 

the woodland, 
and the diversity 
that it supports. 
Trees and their 
entourage live in a 
different time zone 
to you and I. Life 
times are long, 
woodland time 
is slow, changes 
are gradual. The 
canopy, trees and 
plants provide a 
microclimate that 
is moist, sheltered 
and shaded. 

Many woodland species, 
including flowering plants, 
mosses, ferns, liverworts 
and invertebrates have 
limited ability to disperse, 
to move neighbourhoods, 
and can be lost by changes 
in the woodland cover that 
are too fast. Yet, even in 
slow moving management 
there are things to do. The 
canopy here is particularly 
dense in some areas, so we 
plan (over a twenty year 
period) to remove some 
growth surrounding older 
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Winter Working Days:
Tuesday 16 January
10am – 2pm
Strangles - Beach Clean
A new year stomp all the 
way down to the beach, and 

only female holly trees have berries

established trees. This is 
called halo thinning, it 
gives space to older larger 
trees and will increase the 
light that gets through the 
canopy into the woodland. 
Increased light will also 
benefit lichens, plants on 
the ground, and insects 
that rely on these plants. 
We also leave dead wood on 
the ground and ‘standing’ 
where it is safe. Fungi and 
insects, including locally 
scarce craneflies, and 
longhorn beetles live in 
deadwood.

Enjoy the woods, have a 
festive walk, see if you can 
spot mosses and lichens. 
You are also most welcome 
to come and get involved 
in the work we do, through 
our volunteer days, get in 
touch with me jen.tyler@
nationaltrust.org.uk for 
more information.

Fresh locally produced meats 
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties

Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked

Off Licence and Pay Point
Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm

Tel: 01840 250108 
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

all the way back up with 
bags of winter rubbish.  
We’ll be collecting beach 
rubbish and carrying 
bags. Please be aware 
that it’s a long way down 
and parts of the path are 
steep.
Meet at the Strangles lay-
by EX23 0LQ
Sunday 28 January
10am – 4pm
Valency Valley – 
woodland tidy and 
hedge repairs
We’ll be thinning some 
areas and cutting back 
sycamore using saws and 
loppers.  We’ll be fixing 
a few sections of the 
wall that runs along the 
footpath, using stones 
and soil, and walling 
hammers.  
Meet at the overflow car 
park in Boscastle PL35 
0HG

Tuesday 6 February
10am – 4pm
Hillsborough Cliffs – 
scrub clearance
We’ll be using saws and 
loppers to remove prickly 
gorse, brambles and scrub 
from this area near the 
coast path.  This opens up 
the area for wildflowers.  
Meet at Boscastle Farm 
shop PL35 0HH
Sunday 18 February
10am – 4pm
Beeny Cliffs – scrub 
clearance
We’ll be out with saws 
and loppers again, clearing 
more prickly gorse and 
scrub from the cliff tops, 
to open up the area and 
encourage maritime 
grassland species.
Meet at the overflow car 
park in Boscastle PL35 
0HG
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The Autumn Term is rapidly 
changing into the winter 
term as the temperature is 
dropping and the mornings 
and evenings are drawing 
in. Way back in September 
we invited Daya in to work 
with us. Daya is a Sikh 
who visits us regularly to 
help us learn about various 
religions. This year we 
studied Islam with the 
children leaning about 
Allah, Islamic customs, 
celebrations and cooking 
and eating some traditional 
foods.

The Year Five and Six 
children were invited to 
the North Cornwall Book 
Festival at St Endellion at 
the beginning of October. 
This year they attended for 
the whole day and met and 
worked with Christopher 
William Hill, Matt Haig 
and Chrissie Gittins. They 
had a fantastic day and came 
back to school inspired.

We also participated in 
the Bikelights Festival at 
Wadebridge. The theme this 
year was amazing insects 
and we worked with Reg 
Payne to make a Praying 
Scorpion Mantis which 
looked beautiful both as a 
sculpture and when it was lit 
for the parade. Nearly half 
of the school gathered at 
Wadebridge to accompany 
the main bike. The younger 
children particularly enjoy 
Bikelights and it is a great 
way of encouraging them to 
learn to ride. We hope that 

we will be able to run some 
bike events throughout 
the year to help all of our 
children learn to ride safely.

The first half of the term 
concluded with a Disco run 
by the School Association. 
They have also helped us 
by running a film club 
this term and, as always, 
we are very grateful for 
their support. They will be 
working with us over the 
next half term to rejuvenate 
the playground with new 
play equipment, seating 
and planters.

The second half of 
the term started with the 
lucky Year five and six 
children being invited 
out again! This time to 
watch the Bloodhound 
car at Newquay. We have 
been involved with the 
Bloodhound project for 
nearly two years now, 
starting with a workshop 
at Truro Museum to find 
out about the project 
and then designing and 
making our own rocket 
propelled cars that we raced 
against other schools in 
Cornwall. Finally, we got 
to see the real Bloodhound 
and meet Richard Noble 
with whom we had a long 
chat. Unfortunately, after 
performing perfectly over 
previous days, there were 
some malfunctions with 
the Bloodhound and it 
only managed 186 miles 
an hour when we were 
watching. It was still pretty 
impressive through. A main 
focus of the project is to 
inspire children to take 
up engineering as a career. 
Whilst at Newquay we 
participated in a wide range 
of activities from building 
model airplanes and 
programming computers 

to making smoke blowers. 
We also attended a science 
show which explained 
about rocket propulsion 
and ended with a very loud 
explosion!

Finally, we have been 
swimming. We block our 
swimming over two weeks 
so that children are able 
to gain confidence in the 
water. Along with other 
local primary schools, 
parents can accompany 
their children to a free 
swimming session at 

Camelford after school on 
Mondays so that they can 
swim all year round.

As always around all 
these lovely extras a great 
deal of academic work 
continues. I have enclosed 
some maths and writing 
that the children have 
worked on over the past 
term. I hope that you enjoy 
them and look forward to 
sharing our news next term.

Best wishes
Sarah Duffy, 
Headteacher
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boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Information on local accommodation & attractions  
                                                                    plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,

 gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout

t       Boscastle National Trust
                                       Visitor Centre

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm

November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm

Tel: 01840 250010/250353

Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or

donating some books drop in or give us a call.

www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

Shop & Café
National
Trust

BLOCKED 
DRAINS

CLEARED 
FAST

24 hr call out 

Hedley 
Venning

01840 250113

0797 4581836
School Dates:
Spring Term
4th Jan - 29th March
Half term 12th Feb- 16th February
Summer Term:
16th April - 29th July
Half term 29th May - 1st June



Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2017    Page 27

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• New Builds • Renovations 
• Roofing • Plastering

• Stonework • Drain Clearance
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

2017 has been another 
memorable year in politics, 
and like the previous two 
years during my time in 
Parliament, it has been 
dominated by elections 
and Brexit with never a 
dull moment.

In March the Prime 
Minister triggered Article 
50 to start the two year 
withdrawal process from 
the EU, honouring the 
referendum result in 
Cornwall and the UK.

Shortly afterwards 
a General Election was 
called, and just like in 2015, 
I was knocking on doors 
and meeting thousands of 
people up and down North 
Cornwall.

I am back in North 
Cornwall every weekend, 
but it was great to spend six 
weeks in the constituency 
and travel to its biggest 
towns and smallest villages, 

Scott Mann, MP meeting as many people 
as possible to get their 
feedback on me as their 
MP, the government and 
what issues matter to them.

Although the result 
nationally was not what 
many expected, I was 
absolutely honoured 
that the people of North 
Cornwall once again put 
their faith in me and re-
elected me as their MP.

Amongst all the national 
political ups and downs of 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen some real progress 
for North Cornwall 
in terms of education, 
infrastructure and health 
services, and some personal 
achievements as well.

In April I ran the 
London Marathon in aid 
of charities which support 
North Cornwall’s main 
hospitals in Bodmin, 
Stratton and Launceston. 
This was my first marathon 
and I was delighted to cross 
the finish line in under five 
hours and raise over £3,000 
for such good causes.

In the Spring we also 
saw the Government 
commit an extra £24 
million for social care 
in Cornwall so that we 
can better look after the 
elderly and vulnerable in 
our communities, an extra 

£1 million for the Royal 
Cornwall Hospitals Trust 
to improve A&E waiting 
times, and new mental 
health services including 
the green light for a special 
centre in Bodmin to help 
teenagers with mental 
health conditions.

During the summer we 
saw the official opening of 
the new dual carriageway 
on Bodmin Moor which 
will end decades of 
traffic jam misery. The 
£60 million scheme will 
be a huge boost for the 
Cornish economy, and 
we are already businesses 
move closer to the A30 
and Bodmin.

Post-election I was 
also appointed as a 
Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Rail, Road 
and Maritime Ministers 
in the Department for 
Transport. In this role I 
assist the ministers with 
their daily work, from 
meeting other MPs to 
discuss local issues to 
helping them get legislation 
through the House of 
Commons. It’s a fun and 

challenging role and I was 
delighted to be asked to do 
it.

We have a number 
of transport priorities in 
North Cornwall and I will 
be making these known to 
the Department.

In the Autumn we then 
heard that all schools in 
North Cornwall were due 
to get a funding increase 
through the new National 
Funding Formula which I 
have campaigned heavily 
for since 2015.

There has long been a 
disparity between funding 
in rural and urban schools, 
and this new formula, plus 
an extra £1.3 billion, will 
see all schools getting an 
increase in funding to help 
them employ more staff 
and increase resources.

It has been a privilege to 
serve as North Cornwall’s 
MP for another year, and 
I very much look forward 
to taking our priorities 
forward in the next. I wish 
you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

scott@scottmann.org.uk
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If the culture of a nation 
is defined by its music 
then the Swedes must 
rank as one of the least 
extrovert. They score high 
on the international scale 
of happiness, cheerfully 
paying £9 a pint for 
beer in exchange for 
generous welfare benefits.  
The national vehicle 
is Volvo, furniture by 
IKEA, Ericsson foremost 
in communications 
technology. They also 
export a lot of fish. 
Four new elements were 
discovered on the tiny 
island of Yterrby, plus 
three other lanthanides. 
And they voted to retain 
the krona. 

In summer there are 
sixteen hours of daylight, 
in December six. The 
freezing dark is relieved 
by trees festooned with 
sparkling lights. Muffled 
in furs they gather in the 
snow to make music.  In a 
population of ten million 
six hundred thousand are 
active members of choirs. 

The concept of “hygge” 
is cosiness. In contrast with 
hebetudinous addicts of 
social media Swedes prefer 
close personal contact with 
family and companions, 
cuddling for warmth, “You 
and I can share the silence 
/ Finding comfort together 
/the way old friends do.”

Benny Andersson, 
Bjorn Ulvaeus, Agnetha 
Faltskog and Anna-Frid 
Lyngstad formed a famous 
pop group called Abba 
in the 1970s. The comet 
burned out quickly, but 
the trail has lasted decades.

HYGGE: LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE
Noel Coward once 

remarked “Strange how 
potent cheap music is.”  
The Benny/Bjorn combo 
freely admits to rubbish 
like Dum Dum Diddle as 
well as slamdunk  Dancing 
Queen. Only later came 
profounder subtexts of 
lost ideals and marriage 
breakups, Slipping Through 
My Fingers and The 
Winner Takes It All, the 
bitter-sweet message that 
youthful optimism and 
friendships always fade. 
When All is Said and Done 
only tenderness survives.

...Benny continues 
to write the music, 
Bjorn the lyrics
While the girls have 

pursued separate careers, 
in their wooden hut on 
a private island Benny 
continues to write the 
music, Bjorn the lyrics. A 
prodigious output: stage 
hits like Chess and Kristina, 
staples like Butterfly 
Wings and I Know Him 
So Well. So pervasive their 
influence - so simple the 
repeated phrases and chord 
cadences - so imbedded in 
our musical unconscious 
we forget who wrote 
them. Just reconstructing 
Mamma Mia! challenged 
producers as, with no 
written originals. they 
had to back-engineer the 
musical scores 

Benny has been touted 
as the new Mozart, popular 
and yet unpredictable.  
Typically, his latest solo 
album consists simply of 
Abba tunes picked out on 
a piano. The long-serving, 
multi-talented Benny 

Anderson Orchester, 
singers Kalle Moraeus, 
Tommy Korburg, Helen 
Sjoholm, Sofia Pekkari, 
cover everything from 
Bach to jolly-oompah 
barrel organ. Like many 
classical composers, he 
borrows heavily from 
traditional sources, makes 
new songs from old.

Mighty show pieces like 
En Skrift i Snon (Writing 
in the Snow) or Trostevisa 
(Song of Solace), the 
poignant funerary psalm 
Karlekens Tid (Seasons of 
Love) and the impassioned 
Det Ar Vi Anda (We Are 
Still Us) are strictly for 
home consumption. To 
our ears titles like Klinga 
Mina Kloppe  (Ring My 
Bell) sound quaint. But 
Swedes march to a different 
drum. It is played at royal 
weddings and so great 
a favourite with choirs 
as ‘twere an alternative 
national anthem. “Sing my 
joy and my sadness/Extol 
my wordless grief and 
sorrow/Praise my mute 
despondent madness/
Soothe my sorrows and 
my rage/Ring my bells and 
bring to me/Peace of mind 
in bitter age.” Catchy, or 
what?

Benny and Bjorn’s latest 
stage collaboration, Hjalp 
Sokes (Help is Wanted) 
awaits an English –
language release. It features 
two brothers who inherit 
a farm. Bickering and 
discontented with their lot 
they advertise for workers. 
This produces a mother 
(who refuses to speak) her 
daughter who translates, 
and a goat. However the 
mother communicates 
wonderfully with animals, 
staging an extraordinary 
circus act with a performing 
horse, dogs, ducks and a 
couple of cows. Through 
various exhortations and 
ministrations, mother and 
daughter persuade the 
brothers to embrace each 
other and life on the farm.  
Hygge indeed.  Mission 
accomplished, the visitors 
leave.

Hjalp Sokes is a five-
piece orchestral confection 
of folkdance, lyrical, big 
band, rock ‘n’ roll numbers, 
recitative and full blown 
operatic arias. The critics, 
though warm in their 
praise, found the piece 
difficult to categorise. They 
probably said the same of 
Waiting for Godot. 

Generally we are 
suspicious of easy success. 
The very prodigality of 
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Literacy Tuition
There are quite a few adults out there who 

are not confident of their reading and writing 
skills, but they are understandably shy about 

coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would 
like to offer private tuition to such people, 
free of charge and in strictest confidence. 

Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see 
what we can arrange. 

the Benny/Bjorn output 
may have prejudiced 
approval. Great musicians 
are supposed to live in 
obscurity and then, like 
Mozart, consigned to a 
pauper’s grave.

Benny and Bjorn’s 
determination to 
experiment - some say 
dabble - in a variety of forms 
may have disconcerted a 
wider audience. For a start 
it is hard to find decent 
translation. Lyrics like 
– “Where are you dear 
friend/ I remember you 
as a cheerful companion/ 
And want to see you again 
/ I know you would / I 
will not stop hoping” are 
pretty clunky.  Or try, 
“Warm a friendless soul/ 
Before the day breaks 
behind the trees.” This may 
be deliberate.  Ignore the 
literal, sense the meaning.

all citizens have a 
“right to roam”...
to walk, cycle, 
ride, ski, camp, 
light fires, pick 
wild flowers...row, 
canoe, kayak or 
sail...
Sweden has been 

described as a clearing in a 
forest.  Stockholm its capital 
is built on a dozen islands. 
Forests, lakes, isolation 
and self-sufficiency. Under 
the Swedish constitution 
all citizens have a “right 
to roam” (allemansratten), 
to walk, cycle, ride, ski, 
camp, light fires, pick wild 
flowers, mushrooms and 
berries, row, canoe, kayak 
or sail (but not hunt or 
fish), on any land or water 

not part of a private garden, 
within 70m of a house or 
on land under cultivation.  
To preserve public access 
it is forbidden to build a 
new house within 100m 
of the coast or shoreline.  
Along with freedom comes 
responsibility, the maxim 
is: do not disturb, do not 
destroy.

Sweden has been 
resolutely neutral since 
1814, sees itself as 
mediator between warring 
parties. Welcoming over a 
million refugees from the 
Middle East, the spirit of 
openness has been severely 
tested. It might be their 
peacekeeping role in Syria 
provided just enough of a 
grievance for the terrorist 
attack on the Ahlen 
shopping centre earlier this 
year. The shocking impact 
of deaths and injuries 
caused the much-loved 
Crown Princess Victoria 
to weep openly as she laid 
roses. Nevertheless true to 
their doctrine of tolerance, 
the Swedes refuse to blame 
either a nation or religion 
for the outrage.

During this festive 
season gathering again 
under sparkling trees 
the old student song: O 
Klang Och Jubeltid (O 
Ring Out the Good Times): 
“Blessed is he who believes/ 
and still carries the dreams 
of the future/It is the force 
that flows through/Our 
existence and true reality.”

CR

HYGGE: LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE
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News from the 
Lookout

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

The most popular activity 
up at the lookout in the 
last couple of weeks has 
been playing “Spot HMS 
Queen Elizabeth”.

We know she’s been 
conducting sea trials in the 
area and some of us have 
actually seen her, to others 
she’s just been a blip on 
the radar, a contact on the 
AIS system or a jealousy 
arousing entry in the log 
by the previous watch.

As the biggest warship 
yet built for the Royal 
Navy she made a welcome 
change from our usual crop 
of potters, vehicle carriers, 
container ships and the 
occasional yacht.

We were happy to 
provide the car parking 
service for the Beer and 
Musical festival even if it 
did mean interrupting a 
young German couple who 
had settled down to their 
breakfast in the parking 
field below the Farm Shop.

They were very happy 
to move their table and 
chairs, took our advice to 
go and enjoy some Cornish 
beer and music before 
returning in the best of 
spirits and offering a very 
generous donation to our 
funds.

Some of us were 
fortunate to share a visit 
to the Met Office at Exeter 
organised by our colleagues 
at Stepper Point. We were 
shown how the advances in 
technology had improved 
forecasting around the 
world and learnt that a 
flight from Australia to 
South Africa would get its 
weather forecast from our 
Met Office. Interestingly 
the building itself takes 
advantage of our climate 
with solar panels and rain 
water harvesting.

The major event has 
been the much-anticipated 
installation of our new 
lightning conductor 
system. Unfortunately St 
Ives Steeplejacks had a 
bigger job on their hands 
than they anticipated 
because the subcontractor 
who was due to drill the 
holes hadn’t taken the 
precaution to recce the site 
and finally realised that 
their self-propelled drilling 
rig couldn’t make it up to 
the Lookout.

As St Ives had been 
working on a job on Sark in 
the previous week they had 
the experience to adapt the 
installation and we should 
be safer than we were on 
31st December 2015.

STOP PRESS
Unusually we don’t 

have anyone in training at 
the moment and this could 
have a serious effect on the 
hours we can stay open 
next summer. It could be 
the ideal way to pass your 
time during the quieter 
winter months as a trainee 
Watchkeeper, gaining a 
VHF radio qualification, 
learning about weather, 
plotting, radar and ship 
recognition as well as the 
intricacies of AIS.

www.nci.org.uk/boscastle

Contact Tim Ferrett at : boscastleit@gmail.com 
TEL : 01840 250 106  MOB : 07976 046 810

www.boscastleit.co.uk

•  Microsoft certified &    Apple authorised
     computer & network technician.
•  Windows PC & Mac, Android & iOS.
     Sales & service - home or business.
•  Hardware repair, software troubleshooting.
•  Anti-virus/system maintenance.
•  WiFi/network consultancy & installation.
•  Website design & construction.
•  Tuition & training.

If you don’t fancy the 
walk up to the Lookout 
from Forrabury we are 
always happy to welcome 
volunteers as fund raisers 
to keep the station going.

So, if you, or any 
one you know, would be 
interested in spending a few 
hours each month looking 
out for others, then call our 
Manager, Chris Evans on 
01566 781449.

MW

BOSCASTLE OIL-
ORDERING GROUP
Next ordering date is 
March 2018 for a delivery 
in the first week of April 
2018. Have you moved 
into a property with oil-
fired central heating? The 
previous occupier may 
have been a member of the 
group and you may wish to 
continue ordering with the 
group to receive a discount 
of at least 2pence per litre 
on all orders. Ring Myrna 
Lester to check and make 
the necessary name change. 
Of course, please ring if 
you’re new to the village 
and would like to be put 
on the register. My number 
is 01840 250520.

ML
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POP IN

EVERY THURSDAY
10 TILL 12

VILLAGE HALL
TEA, COFFEE, HOME MADE CAKES 

CHAT, COME AND GO AS YOU PLEASE

all WelCoMe

Back for its second year, 
Boscastle Beer and Music 
Festival was located in the 
main car park in Boscastle 
and with its carnival 
atmosphere was a fun 
event for all the family. 
The Festival consisted of 
the Rainbow Marquee 
which housed the bar and 
music; an arts and craft 
marquee with a variety of 
stalls with amazing artwork 
and locally crafted items, as 
well as some independent 
shops and stalls. ‘The 
Warriors of Tintagel’ 
Saxon battle re-enactment 
group set up a Saxon camp 
with battle demonstrations 
and living history talks. 
Children’s entertainment 
included circus workshops 
with Flotsam the Fool, arts 
and crafts workshops with 
Kate Leeds of Boscastle 
Playgroup, as well as a 
bouncy castle, swing boats 
and face painting to keep 
the little ones happy.

Unfortunately, bad 
weather meant some of the 
outdoor activities had to be 
cancelled on Saturday, and 

the planned samba dance 
and flag parade around the 
village with samba band 
Energia had to be relocated 
to the Rainbow marquee. 
On Sunday, however, 
the weather was in our 
favour and attendance was 
high with all the outdoor 
activities going ahead as 
planned.

A highlight of the event 
was the return of ‘The 
Floral Dance’ procession 
from the Village Hall 
through Old Road, led 
by Camelford Town 
band with the children of 
Boscastle Primary School.

Lulu’s burger bar was 
open throughout both days 
providing food including 
Ruby Red beef burgers 
made by Boscastle Farm 
Shop.

The Rainbow Marquee 
was host to local bands 
and musicians including 
Innereyefull, and The 
Belfast Busker headlining 
and featured debut 
performances from North 
Coast Harmony and 
Gordon Zola and The 

Yargbirds. Our very own 
Boscastle Buoys and The 
Countrymen Singers 
wowed the audience with 
traditional Cornish songs.

Sponsored by Kindred 
Spirits Festival, the aim 
for the Beer Festival was 
to raise money for local 
community groups as the 
organisers, Andrew and 
Tracy Leeds live in the 
village. A total of £1400 
was raised from the event 
and will be distributed 

between the Playgroup, 
Primary School, Boscastle 
NCI Coastwatch, Boscastle 
Football Club, Energia 
Samba Band and The 
Warriors of Tintagel.

To summarise, despite 
the bad weather on 
Saturday, overall the event 
was a huge success and our 
deepest thanks to all the 
volunteers whom without 
a doubt made this event 
possible.
Tracy and Andrew Leeds

Boscastle Beer and Music Festival
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What a few months 
we’ve had!

We’ve been busy learning 
new songs Skin, Rolling 
in the Deep and I’d like to 
Teach the World to Sing, 
and will be moving on to 
the more traditional The 
White Rose over the next 
few weeks, but our big 
news is….

We performed in 
public!!!

An unexpected request 
came in early September, 
to sing at Boscastle Beer 
and Music Festival, and we 
thought ‘why not?’. So, we 
knuckled down, worked 
our socks off and put 
together a twenty minute 
set. The 8th October 
arrived, along with some 

nerves and a lot of 
excitement, and 
we did it; we got out there 
and we sung our hearts 
out. And it was fabulous! 
We are so grateful to the 
organisers for allowing us 
the opportunity to give our 
debut performance in our 
‘home’ village, and we are 
so grateful to the people 
of Boscastle and beyond, 

who were so supportive 
of us, encouraged us 
with their applause 
and complimented us 
afterwards.

So, what next?
Well, more singing 

of course! Following 
our successful debut, 
we’ve been bitten by the 
performance bug and 

want to do more, so watch 
out for us in and around 
Boscastle over the coming 
months. Keep an eye out 
for us in mid December 
as we’d love for you to join 
us for some carols around 
the tree – more details 
on our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/
NorthCoastHarmony.

We’ve also moved our 
night to a Tuesday, so if 
you weren’t able to make 
Monday nights, perhaps 
now you can join us. We 
are absolutely passionate 
about what we do, and have 
a firm belief that any lady 
who wants to sing should 
have the opportunity to do 

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
CONSTRUCTION

a very merry Christmas, 
and a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year. See 
you in 2018!

North Coast Harmony 
meets at 7pm on 
Tuesdays evenings. For 
more information call 
07814 992820 or email 
no r thcoa s tha rmony@
gmail.com.

MB

so, regardless of experience 
or expertise. You just need 
to be 16 or over and love 
to sing. Everything you 
need to know you’ll learn 
with us in a supportive 
and friendly environment, 
with likeminded ladies. If 
you fancy giving it a try, or 
if you’re not sure and just 
fancy coming along to have 
a look at what we get up to, 
we’d love to welcome you. 

All that remains now 
is for us to wish you all 

4* Apartments Open All Year 
Caravan Club CL open March to October 

01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall  PL35 0EG

www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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I recently wrote to The 
Blowhole expressing my 
concerns about bees and 
other insects, and the 
widespread use of highly 
dangerous insecticides. 
Here is some good news 
lifted from the Guardian  
from thurday 9th Nov.

The UK will back a total 
ban on insect-harming 
pesticides in fields across 
Europe, the environment 
secretary, Michael Gove, 
has revealed.

This decision reverses 
the government’s previous 
position. It is justified 
by recent new evidence 
showing neonicotinoids 
have contaminated the 
whole landscape, and 
cause damage to colonies 
of bees. It also follows 
the revelation that 75% 
of all flying insects have 
disappeared in Germany 
and probably much further 
afield, a discovery Gove 
said had shocked him.

Neonicotinoids are the 
world’s most widely used 
insecticide but in 2013 the 
European Union banned 
their use on flowering 
crops, although the UK 
was among the nations 
opposing the ban. The 
European commission now 
wants a total ban on their 
use outside of greenhouses, 
with a vote expected in 
December, and the UK’s 
new position makes it very 
likely to pass.

“The weight of evidence 
now shows the risks 
neonicotinoids pose to our 
environment, particularly 
to the bees and other 
pollinators which play 

such a key part in our 
£100bn food industry, is 
greater than previously 
understood,” said Gove. “I 
believe this justifies further 
restrictions on their use. 
We cannot afford to put 
our pollinator populations 
at risk.”

In an article for the 
Guardian, Gove said: 
“As is always the case, a 
deteriorating environment 
is ultimately bad economic 
news as well.” He said 
pollinators boost the yield 
and quality of UK crops 
by £400m-£680m every 
year and said, for example, 
Gala apple growers are now 
having to spend £5.7m a 
year to replace the work of 
lost natural pollinators.

Gove said the evidence 
of neonicotinoids’ harm 
to pollinators has grown 
stronger since 2013, 
including a landmark field 
trial published in July that 
showed neonicotinoids 
damage bee populations, 
not just individual insects, 
and a global analysis of 
honey revealing worldwide 
contamination by the 
insecticides.

I believe we may soon 
discover that other foods, 
from oil-seed rape oil 
to sunflower seeds, are 
also contaminated by 
neonicotinoids.

JM

Three Cheers for Michael Gove!
Editor’s comment: that’s a headline not often written by a former teacher! 

For all your foot 
health needs

Professional foot care in the 
comfort of your own home

NEATE
FEET

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings

Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep 
your feet pain free

Claire & Simon 
Neate  DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners
Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

Geoff & Jackie Horwell

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Relax in the beautiful 
surroundings of this 300 
year old coach house, 
with large, secluded 
mature garden and 
private parking

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

THE
HARBOUR 

LIGHT

We are approved stockists of famous brand names 
including PACHAMAMA, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS

We stock Ladies’, Men’s and Children’s Clothing

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you
tel: 01840 250374

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 01840 250114
•	 Vacuum	&	Brush																				

	 -	no	mess
•	 Servicing	&	Repairs
•	 Cowls	&	Bird	guards
•	 20	mile	radius

•	 Stove	Installations
•	 Flue	lining	
•	 HETAS	certification	
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Audley Jarvis 
explores the history 
and possible future 
of the Boscastle 
Flora Dance

As a child growing up 
in Boscastle during the 
1980s I remember the 
Flora Dance well. Held 
on a Wednesday evening 
during high summer, 
the procession would 
gather at Mount Pleasant 
crossroads just up from 
the Nap before making its 
way down Fore Street and 
Old Road, pausing outside 
the Wellington and then 
moving on to the car park 
opposite the Cobweb. How 
convenient that the route 
should take in all three of 
the village’s pubs. And how 
very Boscastle too!

For us kids it was 
primarily an excuse to get 
our skateboards out and 
enjoy the long summer 
evenings, while for 
many residents it was an 
opportunity to get together, 
dance through the streets 
of the village, and perhaps 
in some way reclaim it as 
our own during the busy 
summer months. That’s 
not to say that visitors 
weren’t welcome, of course, 
and indeed many joined 
in or at least enjoyed the 
carnival-like atmosphere 
created by the procession.

And then at some 
point in the mid-1980s 
it stopped, not to be seen 
again until this October, 
when as part of the 
Boscastle Beer and Music 
Festival, the Flora Dance 
was resurrected for one 
sunny Sunday afternoon. 
Led by festival organiser 

One, two, three… hop!
Andy Leeds and Camelford 
Town Band, the procession 
was both well attended 
and enthusiastically 
received. Directly behind 
the band, the dance was 
led by a traditional quartet 
consisting of Carolyn 
Edwards, Tracy Bright, 
Sarah Costello and Elaine 
Scawn, followed by a 
sizeable procession of 

residents, with more 
joining in along the 
way – just as it used 
to be in days gone 
by. By the time the 
procession reached the 
bottom of the village, 
a healthy throng of 
spectators was already 
waiting and traffic 
was briefly brought 
to a standstill. More 
than one voice was 
overheard saying how 
nice it would be if the 
Flora Dance could 
be brought back to 
the village on a more 
regular basis. More on 
that in a bit, but first 
let’s take a quick look 

at the origins of the Flora 
Dance and how it came to 
be a weekly highlight of 
village life before fading 
away in the mid 1980s.

The exact date of the 
first Boscastle Flora Dance 
is hard to pin down, 
however the first written 
records of it appear in 
the mid to late 1940s. 
The earliest photographic 
evidence is from 1947 and 
shows a sizeable crowd 

outside the Nap. In those 
early days the procession was 
led by Boscastle Band, whose 
members included a sizeable 
number of familiar sounding 
local names. According to 

Anne Knight, who runs 
the excellent Boscastle 
Community Archive group 
on Facebook, the Boscastle 
Flora Dance most likely 
started out as an event 
designed to draw visitors 
to the village. While that 
sounds entirely plausible, 
its longevity over the next 
35 years or so surely had 
more to do the the simple 
fact that it was good fun 
– an excuse to come out, 
have a drink, have a dance 
and catch up with all the 
latest village gossip. Some 
things never change.

In 1954 “Cycling” 
magazine printed a fairly 
detailed account of the 
Boscastle Flora Dance 
written by a couple of 
touring cyclists who’d 
passed through the village. 
These cyclists, having 
descended into the village 
from Tintagel and refreshed 
themselves at the Cobweb, 
apparently noticed a poster 
outside the pub advertising 
the event that invited both 
villagers and visitors to 
“forget their cares and join 
in”. The following is a brief 
excerpt from their account:

“With a hop, and a skip, 
and a twirl, the dancers 
went cantering off down the 

L to R: Sarah, Elaine, Carolyn and Tracy lead the dance
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hill in pursuit of the band, 
and in a long, winding, 
wildly animated procession 
hundreds of other dancers, 
young and old, followed 
their example. It was a sight 
to remember, with the local 
experts performing the time-
honoured evolutions with 
grace and rhythm, and the 
not-so-expert “furriners” 
getting in a rare old muddle 
and laughing at their own 
clumsiness. As the dancers 
jogged down the hill, more 
and more people left their 
cottages and joined in. The 
procession grew so long that 
those at the back could 
scarcely hear the band”.

By the late 1970s, 
Boscastle Band had ceased 
to be and so the procession 
was led by St Gennys 
Band instead. The Flora 

One, two, three… hop!

Dance was still immensely 
popular and well attended 
during this time. Sadly 
though, its days were 
numbered and in the mid-

1980s the event came to 
an end. Which brings us 
to today. One common 
sentiment overheard on 
the Flora Dance’s recent 
resurrection was how nice 
it would to re-establish it 
as a regular summer event. 
To this end the main thing 
that’s required is a brass 
band. If one can be found 
then there’s no reason why 
it couldn’t become a regular 
feature of village life during 
the summer months once 
again. Here’s hoping that 
can happen.

The earliest known image of the Boscastle Flora Dance, taken in 1947. Image courtesy  
Boscastle Community Archive

Flora vs Floral?
The Flora Dance and The 
Floral Dance might sound 
similar, but in fact refer 
to two distinct things. 
The former is essentially 
an alternative name for 
the Helston Furry Dance 
that is held every May and 
which takes its name from 
the old Cornish word “fer”, 
which translates as “fair” or 
“jubilee”.

The origins of the 
Helston Furry Dance can 
be traced back to pre-

Christian times, when it 
was a celebration of the 
passing of winter and the 
beginning of spring. The 
latter, meanwhile, is the 
name of a song written 
in 1911 by Katie Moss, 
a professional musician 
from London who is said 
to have written it on the 
train journey home from a 
holiday in Cornwall where 
she’d witnessed the Helston 
Furry Dance. Moss’ song 
‘borrows’ the distinctive 
melody traditionally 
played by brass marching 
bands at the Furry Dance 
and other similar events 
across Cornwall. The song 
has since been recorded 
by a number of different 
artists, most noticeably the 
Brighouse and Rastrick 
Brass Band, whose version 
went to Number 2 in the 
UK charts in 1977 with 
guest vocals from none 
other than chat show 
legend, the late Sir Terry 
Wogan. Amazingly, it 
stayed at No 2 for nine 
weeks!

AJ

Cover of Cycling Magazine from 1954, shows a healthy 
crowd. Image courtesy Boscastle Community Archive.
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CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale 
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture 

Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!

Forecasts of a hurricane in 
October resulted in all the 
boats being lifted out on 
the 14th with a crane hired 
in from Wadebridge on the 
Saturday morning. In the 
event it was Western Ireland 
that took the brunt of that 
cyclone rather than North 
Cornwall. The following 
weekend saw the arrival of 
Storm Brian and a very heavy 
groundswell which would 
have wreaked havoc had 
there been any boats left lying 
on the moorings. So fishing 
came to an abrupt halt and 
I know quite a number of 
pots were left in strings out 
at sea and which will be a 
pain to recover next year. I 
took  photographs of Scott’s 
new boat being lifted and I 
gather he has taken a job on 
a boat down at Newlyn for 
the winter and pending the 
start of the new season next 
spring. So for the rest this is 
a quiet time now with some 
gear to mend and to get on 
with any winter work.

Chris Key

Harbourmaster 

Harbourmaster’s News

Elliptical: the feel of a kiss
Crick: sound made by Japanese 
camera
Bigamist: much foggier
Brandish: cereal bowl
Cenotaph: Welsh laxative

Mystical: daughter of Mr. Tical
Unison: result of unisex
Hither: snake with a hare lip
Adulterer: more grown-up
Dogmatic: canine with no clutch

Myrna Lester

Chuckle Corner – Wotsit Mean

Above and below left: boat being lifted from Boscastle harbour 
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What follows is an 
extraordinary case of a 
family grievance that 
resulted in a bizarre court 
case. The text was reported 
in the Launceston Weekly 
News on April 16th 1927. 
Our thanks to Michael 
Webber and Sue Webster 
for this article.

BOSCASTLE SON 
CHARGED
Alleged theft of motor car.
Case Dismissed
The following letter from 
Mr. David Foot Nash, 
solicitor, Plymouth, 
written on March 31st, and 
received by Mr. Richard 
Webber, garage proprietor, 
Boscastle, on the date 
his son Norman Howard 
Webber, was arrested on 
the charge of stealing a 
Crossley motor car, was 
an important part of the 
evidence placed before 
Camelford Magistrates  
Messrs. W Taylor, 
T.E.Wakefield, D.F.Ward 
and Mr W.T.Tucker-on 
Wednesday:
“I have been consulted by your 
son, Mr Norman Howard 
Webber, with reference 
to the circumstances 
under which he has had 
to leave your home and 
employment. In accordance 
with the arrangement you 
made with my client in the 
early part of last summer 
(when he returned into 
your employment instead 
of going into business on 
his own account) my client 
has now taken away with 
him one of the cars, namely 
one 23/30 Crossely PC 
5101. You will remember 
that your promise was that 

if the business did not go 
on satisfactorily and he 
had to leave you again he 
could take one of the cars 
with him and set up in 
business himself so long 
as it was out of Boscastle, 
this in consideration of the 
many years unpaid service 
he had rendered you and 
of the sacrifice he was then 
making in going back into 
your business at a merely 
nominal wage, instead of 
working for himself and 
earning a very promising 
livelihood. If you would 
rather my client came in 
some arrangement which 
would not involve you in 
handing over this Crossley 
car then my client will be 
quite prepared to consider 
your proposals if you will 
communicate the same to 
me. For the present the car 
is in safe custody. If I hear 
nothing from you in the 
next four days I will assume 
that you consent to abide by 
the alternative arrangement 
you made with my client 
last May and are willing to 
do no more or less for your 
son than to leave him to 
make his way as best as he 
can with this car as capital.”

Much interest centred 
in the hearing, numerous 
residents making the 
journey to Camelford to 
hear the proceedings.

Superintendent Basher 
prosecuted and Mr Nash 
defended.

Richard Webber of 
Pentargon, Boscastle, 
stated that he was a garage 
proprietor and had been 
carrying on business at 
Boscastle for about seven 
years. The defendant was 

his son and for a portion 
of the time he had been in 
business this and another 
son had been assisting him. 
He purchased the Crossley 
car in London last June, 
paid for it himself and the 
receipts were made out in 
his name. He had the car 
registered later in the names 
of R.Webber and sons, his 
trading description.

Neither when his son 
commenced assisting him 
in his work nor at any other 
time did he enter into any 
partnership agreement 
with him. The son left 
him in November, 1925. 
He had not been making 
any definite allowance to 
his son, other than board 
and lodging, clothing and 
pocket money. The son was 
away until May, 1926 when 
witness’ daughter induced 
him to come back.
Webber family history 
(Events leading to a 
court case)

My father often spoke 
of his relationship with 
his father and how his life 
changed after his mother 
died in September 1924.

Apparently his father 
Richard was already 
involved in some way 
with Nance Burnard, who 
was the daughter of John 
Burnard of Lundy View. 
Richard and John Burnard 
were friends and went 
golfing together.

Dad said that his 
mother had told him “You 
wait until Nance arrives, 
she will change things.” 
Norman was 19 when his 
mother died.

Norman left home 
(Riverside?) in November 

1925 and returned in 
May 1926 when his sister 
(Trixie?) persuaded him 
to return. Dad told me 
about leaving home which 
I assume was on that date. 
He went into Bridge Stores 
and took a small case to hold 
his clothing. He charged it 
to his father. Dan Ferrett 
told Richard who insisted 
Norman pay for the case 
himself. Dad got work at 
Newquay where he met his 
future wife Hester.

In March 1926, Richard 
married Nance and they 
lived at Pentargon, at the 
junction with Potters Lane 
and the Tintagel Road. I 
have found the newspaper 
article dated April 1927 
in which it appears that 
Norman took one of his 
father’s cars as payment for 
all the years he had spent 
working for his father on 
very low wages. Promises 
were not kept by Richard.

He often told me he 
spent the night in a cell at 
Wadebridge police station. 
He did not say much else, 
but there was a court case 
and he said that when 
Richard told the court his 
sons were not involved 
in his business there was 
a gasp of disbelief from 
the Boscastle residents 
who were at the court in 
Camelford. Reading this 
account it seems wrong 
that Richard was prepared 
to take his son to court 
and have him charged with 
stealing a car. He was at the 
Wadebridge police station 
and agreed Norman should 
be charged. 

Norman had gone to 
his step-brother’s house in 
Guineaport Wadebridge 
after taking the car, and it 

Theft of a Crossley Motor Car
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seems Leonard phoned his 
father to say the car was 
parked outside his house. 
Richard recovered the car 
soon after.

Norman was determined 
to have the car as his share 
in the business and after 
Richard had recovered the 
car, he broke in the garage 
where it was stored and 
took it for the second time. 
This was probably from 
Pentargon, where Richard 
was living with Nance.

As can be seen there 
was sympathy towards 
Norman and recognition 
from locals and members 
of the bench that Richard 
had been heavy-handed in 
his treatment of his son. 
The garage at Boscastle 
had the sign on its frontage 
’Richard Webber & Sons’, 
which usually indicates 
a family business with 
the sons being part of the 
business. As it was not 
registered as such this seems 
odd and as Richard had 
no intention of including 
Burnard and Norman in 
his garage business this led 
to the events that followed. 
Apparently Richard later 
enabled Burnard to set up 
in business but no help was 
available to Norman. Dad 
hated his father, and with 
good reason. Richard was 
a hard man and after his 
death in Sept 1938 Norman 
became the proprietor of 
the Bridge Garage, where 
I started working in 1951. 
I was paid 10s a week, the 
same amount Norman 
received from his father in 
1926!

Back to the Court case
No arrangement was 

then made as to partnership 

but a promise given that 
from that time onward 
that he (Richard) would 
pay him something weekly. 
Right on, he did pay his 
son something weekly and 
in addition he had board 
and lodgings. He (Richard) 
had another son, by the 
name of Burnard Webber, 
and he was assisting 
under precisely similar 
circumstances. Burnard 
started driving a car before 
Norman, 3 or 4 years 
before, and did not leave 
him but continued until 
the third week in March of 
this year. Then he (Richard) 
offered to give them both 
exactly the same amount 
to help them start out in 
life. Norman immediately 
asked what he was to have 
as a share in the business. 
This was on March 3rd or 
4th when he gave them 
notice that he would not 
be requiring them after the 
31st of March.

He told Norman 
that the business did not 
belong to him but that the 
business was (Richard’s). 
Burnard, the elder son, said 
to Norman that he knew 
he (Norman) had no right 
to anything in the business 
and that the business was 
their father’s. Burnard 
also said that anything the 
father gave him he would 
be grateful for and that he 
wished to leave home so that 
he could return at any time 
and that what he wanted 
was his father’s good will 
and advice. Witness paid 
Burnard a sum of the same 
amount that he offered the 
defendant. Norman made 
nothing of it, not saying 
whether he would accept 

it or not, and still stayed 
in his father’s employment 
until the 30th of March. 
Then he left home, witness 
not knowing he was leaving 
that day.

He had no authority to 
take the car with him. He 
took the car, the same car 
as he was then charged with 
stealing. During that day, 
March 31st, witness received 
a communication and as a 
result went to Wadebridge 
to look for his car and 
found it at Guineaport, 
Wadebridge out of doors 
on the public highway. He 
did not see his son there. 
He took possession of the 
car and took it back to his 
garage at Boscastle, where 
he locked it in 6.30 to 7.

He left the garage and 
returned as a result of 
communication made to 
him and discovered the 
lock broken, door opened 
and car gone. His son had 
no authority whatever for 
taking the car out on that 
occasion. The staple had 
been drawn and the lock 
and staple were on the 
floor. As a result he thought 
he had no alternative but 
to communicate with the 
police, sorry as he was to 
come to that alternative. He 
could not have his business 
upset by constantly hunting 
for the car. He next saw 
the car at the Royal Hotel 
garage, Bodmin, where he 
had gone as a result of a 
communication from the 
police. In company with 
sergeant Tom he took the 
car. After leaving Bodmin 
they went to Wadebridge 
police station and saw his 
son in the charge room and 
was present when P.S. Tom 
charged defendant at his 
(the father’s request). He 

heard his son’s reply, which 
was as well as he could 
remember was that he had 
no intension of stealing the 
car but took it as his part 
of the business. Not at any 
time had he made a claim 
to witness for part of the 
business as his right.

Cross examined, Mr. 
Webber admitted the 
receipt of the letter quoted 
above from Mr. Nash. He 
had seen the police before 
the letter arrived. The son 
started working for him 
from about the age of 
17, and it was a fact that 
he had been working for 
him without wages, but 
he had received board and 
lodgings and the bulk of 
his clothes had been paid 
for by him (witness). The 
work did not involve a 
lot of night driving for 
Dr. Fairchild. Defendant 
was away some Sundays 
driving local preachers. 
When he (witness) was 
married again, there 
was no unpleasantness 
between him and his sons. 
Defendant was away about 
six months when witness’ 
daughter persuaded him 
to come back. He did not 
tell his son that at the end 
of the season he thought 
of leaving the business and 
that defendant and his 
brother could take it over. 
He came back about May 
and an arrangement was 
made about wages but not 
then as to the amount. 10s. 
per week was paid during 
the height of the season 
and then reduced to 5s. 
His son was 21 years of 
age. If the son said he was 
in for something better, 
the understanding being 
that he would have a share 
of the business later, there 

Theft of a Crossley Motor Car
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was no ground for him 
thinking so.

The son never asked 
him at the end of the 
season as to drawing up an 
agreement.

The sum of £20 was 
mentioned a month or two 
before he left. He would 
rather not be pressed on 
why £20 was not offered.

There were conditions 
attached. He did not accept 
or reject but continued 
on until the beginning 
of March when he told 
his son he was closing the 
business at the end of the 
month, and he (the son) 
would have to find a job. 
He told him then there was 
no share coming to him. 
He was certainly asking for 
a share in the business then.

He did not anticipate 
for a moment that the car 
would be at Wadebridge, 
where he found it outside 
the house of another son. 
He had no cause to go 
in this son’s house. By 
the bench: He traded as 
Webber and sons, but the 
firm was not registered as 
such. Why was it necessary 
to come to a different 
arrangement, he could 
tell if pressed but it would 
not be to the advantage of 
his son. Things were not 
satisfactory. Before other 
witnesses were called for the 
prosecution, the chairman 
asked Superintendent 
Basher how in face of Mr. 
Nash’s letter he intended 
to prove felonious intent. 
Superintendent Basher 
replied that was a point for 
the magistrates to decide.

Mr. Wakefield inquired 
in view of Mr. Nash’s letter, 

did it not seem palpable 
that the defendant thought 
that he had some right to 
the car.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Basher submitted that the 
circumstances did not show 
that the defendant in going 
to the garage and breaking 
it open had reasonable 
grounds for taking the 
car. Mr. Wakefield: The 
defendant may be utterly 
wrong but he would not 
go to a solicitor if he had 
not thought he had the 
right. Supt. Basher: I 
would suggest that if he 
had a reasonable right to 
take the car, he should have 
consulted Mr. Nash before 
he took the car.

After further discussion 
between the bench, Supt. 
Basher and Mr. Nash 
intimating that there was 
another line on which the 
bench could be disposed 
of, the bench retired before 
hearing further evidence 
or the solicitor for the 
defence, and returning the 
chairman announced that 
the bench had decided in 
face of Mr. Nash’s letter 
felonious intent could not 
be proved and the case 
would be dismissed. The 
decision was received with 
loud applause, instantly 
suppressed, Supt. Basher 
remarking that while 
appreciating their feelings 
they must not demonstrate 
like that.

Mr. Nash paid a 
complement to the police 
for their conduct of the 
whole of the proceedings, 
and Supt. Basher remarked 
that Mr. Webber had acted 
with best feelings.

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135

danroots@aol.com

Roofing   •   Carpentry   •   New Build
Extensions   •   Renovations

Kitchens   •   Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01566 86183  Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers

Boscastle Spar
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities

Shop open daily at 6am    

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702

Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- King Arthur’s carpark 10.55 -11.15

29thDec, 26th Jan, 23rd Feb 

Camelford Library
and Council One Stop Shop

Town Hall, Market Place

Tel:  01840 212409
Tues: 9.30am - 5pm  Thurs: 9.30am - 1.30pm 

Sat:  10am - 1pm

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues:             101

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                      01840 250209

NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone 
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge 

from any phone by dialing                   111

Hospitals: 
Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit  8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community           01566 761000
Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am  - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm

Stratton Community            01288 320101
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week
X-Ray department  Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

Truro -Treliske             01872 250000
Plymouth - Derriford            01752 202082

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:      01872 354 375

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre: 
  01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:

Church of England                            01840 250359
Methodist                                            01840 214818
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                          01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:                                            01840 250529
Clerk:  01840 230609   email: forminpc@gmail.com

Community Centre Bookings:        01840 250442

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop:  0300 1234 111

Environment Agency:                       0800 807 060

Floodline:               0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:      0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting                           0800 230 0561

Highways:                                             0300 1234 222

RSPCA:               0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:         0800 365 900

Village Hall Bookings:      Jo Kent:  01840 250879

Village website:   www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the main 

carpark on Fridays, from 1.45pm until 2.45pm


