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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right
to accept, reject or edit any material
submitted for publication. The views
expressed in the magazine are those of
the individual contributors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa
Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather
Colne, Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan,
Ann and Chris Rodda.
The next Blowhole will be published in
December 2015,
Items for inclusion can be emailed to
boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk,
please also use this email address for
advertising queries
Copies of the Blowhole are available by
post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the
year.
To subscribe please either email
boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone
01840 250891
Cheques should be made payable to
‘Boscastle Blowhole. Any communications
to the Blowhole can be sent by post to:
44 Clover Lane Close,
Boscastle, PL35 0AL
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year
and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude
tel: 01288 381700
email: easy.print@btconnect.com

Hartley Home Care

Providing Quality Care to the Community
We now provide care only to people funding their care
either privately or through the Direct Payment scheme.
We provide bespoke, discrete care to people in their own
homes. Care is arranged to suit you, personally, and not
adjusted to fit in with other people’s needs. If you are looking
after a loved one or neighbour and would like to have a carer
to support them for anything from a couple of hours a week to
several visits a day.

We are also looking for enthusiastic people who want to help
make people’s lives better to work as Care Assistants in this
area. Top rates of pay and allowances paid.

Call Sue on: 01840 213040
or e-mail us at: admin@h-h-c.co.uk

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Price
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666

Page 2 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015

Should anyone have GATEWAY TOILETS
An investigation by
Vandals Target
Boscastle Playgroup Devon and Cornwall any toys in a good, safe The toilets were offered
A group of vandals have
wrecked havoc on Fore
Street, letting off fire
extinguishers
in
the
Methodist Church and
causing more than £700 of
damage to items belonging
to Boscastle Playgroup.

Police into who caused
the damage is ongoing.
In a more positive
development, the owner
of St Nectan’s Glen in
Trethevy has offered a
donation to help cover the
costs of the damage.

condition
that
they
would like to donate, or
indeed any arts and crafts
supplies that could be used
Boscastle Playgroup can
be contacted in 01840
250760 between 9am4pm, Monday to Friday.
AJ

Boscastle Oil
Ordering Group

The vandalism took
place in mid-July. It is
believed that the culprits
initially
targeted
the
Methodist Church before
moving on to the adjacent
Play School. While at
the Playgroup a number
of items were removed
from the woodland area,
smashed up and discarded
in the Jordan River. These
included a Wendy house, a
toy kitchen and a number
of smaller toys. A swing
popular with the children
was also damaged.

Speaking
to
the
Blowhole,
Boscastle
Playgroup Supervisor, Lyn
Lockyear said that despite
the disappointment felt by
herself and staff, support
from the local community
had been overwhelming.
“We’d like to say a big
thank you to everyone
who has been supportive.
We rely on community
support for donations of
toys and materials and are
very thankful for all the
help that’s been given to
us”, she said.

The next date for ordering
is any time from 1st to 30th
September for a delivery in
the first week of October.
If you are not already a
member of thus group and
would like to have your
name added to the register
to qualify for at least a
2pence per litre discount
on all orders, please
contact Myrna Lester on
01840 250520 and leave
your details.

Defibrillator
The Council agreed to
maintain
the
village
defibrillator at an annual
cost of £300 subject to
confirmation of ownership
of
the
equipment,
insurance cost, model and
recharge cycle.

for
commercial
use
to businesses or other
organisations in order to
keep them operational
after April 2016, but no
tenders had been received
by the end of July. As well
as running the toilets it
was imagined the operator
might generate additional
income from building flats
above the toilets, ice-cream
concessions on-site, or
“other recreational uses”.
It is still the intention
of the Boscastle Chamber
of Trade and Commerce,
in co-operation with other
interested parties, to set
up a Community Interest
Company, or similar, to
take over management of
the toilets, once funding
has been agreed with
Cornwall Council.

Ladies Night

Uncle Paul’s Emporium
invites you to ‘Ladies Night’
on Thursday October 29th,
6 – 9pm. This is a chance
to enjoy a glass of wine
whilst browsing and take
advantage of a special
‘Ladies Night’ discount of
10% on all items.

Sails Café & Terrace
6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Good Quality, Locally Sourced

Homecooked Food
at

Affordable Prices

DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Bookings Welcome

01840 250501
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015
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Parish Pump

by Aeolus

Planning
Applications:
Land at Trerosewill
Farm.
Outline
planning
application for four new
dwellings. PA15/07099.
The Council supported
this application. (Outline
plan shown to right)
6 Eglos View,
Boscastle:
Two storey side extension,
new porch and windows.
The Council supported
this application. (Location
plan shown below)

Trefoil Farm,
PA15/0564
Dwelling to replace barn.
Correspondence from the
case officer who is mindful
to refuse permission and
asks the council if they
support his view. The
Council maintained their
objection. (Location plan
shown below, marked with
a cross))

Village Hall Car Park
Since the law was changed
regarding the use of wheel
clamps there has been an
increase in unauthorized
parking. Prior to that
Poldark
change our village hall car
Poldark fans will be park was protected by the
delighted to know that the
BBC has commissioned a
further five years of the
TV series. It is reported
that all twelve of Winston
Graham’s novels will be
screened.
An appeal has gone
out for extras both male
and female. All ages are
needed; ladies must have
undyed shoulder length
hair and men must have
long hair.

threat of clamping. Now,
people hiring the hall often
find they are unable to park.
Some other method will
have to be used. This will
undoubtedly incur an initial
cost and inconvenience
legitimate users.

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248

X

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.
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News from the Lookout

Well, at least we have seen
some Summer this year
and we were able to enjoy
our Annual Barbecue at
Mayrose Farm in June
which is one of the few
times we get to see each
other.
I’m not saying that
it’s a lonely life up in the
Lookout as we try to be
double manned as often as
our number will allow, but
you usually only see the
people who have the watch
before or after your own,
never the others, so the
BBQ is a chance to catch
up with colleagues you
haven’t seen for ages.
And there’s the added
opportunity to take a
quick swim in the pool
at Mayrose which proved
quite popular this year,
and several Watchkeepers
reported seeing Mermaids
although as this was
towards the end of the
afternoon their vision
might have been slightly
suspect.
A talk from Damien
Bolton,
the
Senior
Helmsman and Trainer for

Port Isaac RNLI helped us
understand the resources
available in our area.
We learnt that they
operate a “D” Class
Inshore Lifeboat and cover
the coast from Pentire to
Crackington.
Most of their incidents
involve strandings, cliff
falls and other problems
close to the shore and they
are trained to stabilise and
evacuate any casualties
using an RNLI designed
assessment and treatment
programme based on check
cards.
However, they face
similar
recruitment
problems to our own with
fewer qualified people
working in the village
and so able to respond
immediately.
Unfortunately
the
Summer also saw the loss
of one of our long term
Watchkeepers, Sue Wilson.
Sue joined us in 2004,
together with her husband,
a keen walker and sailor
she had come across the
NCI at Portland while

bringing their own boat
west and had decided it
was the ideal retirement
occupation. During the ten
and a half years she served
the station she became
the Training Manager
and latterly a Trainer,
introducing several of the
current committee to life
at the Lookout. She will be
greatly missed.A question
we are increasingly asked
is when is the station open,
and how can we contact
you. Well the station is
manned 365 days, only
on a very few occasions
due
to
exceptional
weather conditions is the
Watchkeeper unable to get
out to the headland. We are
open from 08.00 to 16.00
hours during most of the
year apart for a few months
over winter when we don’t
open until 09.00. Also
we manage to stay open
later at summer weekends,

depending
upon
the
availability of volunteers. If
we had more volunteers we
could stay open later every
day during the summer.
We can be contacted on
VHF channel 65, not 16
or any other channel just
on 65, and our telephone
numbers are 01840 250965
and 07837 610410
So if you are going out
to sea from Boscastle give
us a call.
Remember, you don’t
have to walk up to the
Lookout to help our cause,
we are always happy to
welcome volunteers as
fund raisers to help keep
our station running.
So if you, or any one you
know would be interested
in spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, John Davis on
07791 761502.
MW

FESTIVAL CONCERT
FEATURING

THE MILITARY WIVES CHOIR
Supporting Act:

THE BOSCASTLE BUOYS
Sunday, 4th October 2015
6.30 for 7pm
Venue:
The Festival Marquee
Boscastle Car Park
PL35 OHF

Cash Prize Raffle
Interval Refreshments
Adults:
£10
Children (under 16): £5

Tickets can be obtained from: Sally Searle • Peter
Williams • Sarah Northcott • Hilary Dipper and the
National Trust Visitor Centre in Boscastle.
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015
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SEAGULLS
Recently seagulls – the
common and herring
gull - have received a
bad press: reportedly
killing a Yorkshire terrier
in Newquay, and a
Chihuahua in Honiton;
pecking a pet tortoise to
death in Liskeard and divebombing postal workers
in Perranporth, apparently
angered by the brightlycoloured uniforms they
wore. This is not behaviour
surprising
whenever
humans and wildlife come
into close contact. Seagulls
are natural predators, as
well as fish and seashore
molluscs, feeding off
carrion and any creatures
small enough to carry –
including squirrels, rabbits,
moles, and rats, other birds
and their young.
Attacks on residents
and visitors peak in late
May and June, just as
the tourist season begins,
conflicting
with
gull
parents anxious protect
their chicks, outdoor cafes
invitingly open and pastyquaffing tourists thronging
the harbours. It has been
reported that youngsters
in Newquay have invented
a new game, racing across
the sands with an oggy held
aloft, the winner evading
swooping gulls the longest.
Seagulls are a protected
species under the terms
of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.
It is against the law to
knowingly harm the birds
or steal their eggs or damage
nesting sites. There are
impending prosecutions
for recent instances of
killing birds. If guilty, the

perpetrators could face
fines of up to £10,000 or
six months in jail.
Even removing birds
nesting in roof tops
or other inconvenient
places must be carefully
considered in co-operation
with DEFRA. It is possible
to obtain a general licence
to rid a property of nests
and eggs, but only for
reasons of health and safety,
not just because they are a
nuisance.
Despite
their
proliferation in seaside
resorts the numbers of
herring gulls have been in
steep decline. A Cornish
survey in 1969 identified
about 343,000 nesting
pairs, by 2000 this had
dropped to 149,000. This
is thought to be partly
the result of reduction of
fishing fleets and modern
processing methods, which
discard far less offal for
sea birds to feed on. A
contrary phenomenon has
been the increase in urban
nesting sites. Office blocks
and other tall buildings
support colonies anxious
to escape from natural
enemies like foxes, coupled
with the attractions of food
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waste from burger bars,
supermarkets and landfill
sites.
In Cornwall some
local councils have sought
to counter attacks on
rubbish bags by trialling
reusable gull-proof sacks,
in
Newquay,
Looe,
Polperro and St Austell.
Constructed of a mix of
hessian and polypropylene,
zipped for protection, the
sacks can hold up to three
normal household bin
bags, and cost about £3.00
each. Early results, say
the councils, “have been
encouraging.”

Personally I do not find
gulls a problem. I admire
the artful constructs of
their nest sites, and also the
tactful way they can strip
a table while a tourist isn’t
looking. Watching a host
of white birds padding
over fields, persuading
earth worms to surface
is pure entertainment.
Given the number of
Gull’s Cottages, Reaches,
Points, Nests and Roosts in
seaside villages they remain
popular with the majority,
wise enough not to tempt
fate by leaving rubbish
bags out overnight, or by
purchasing a decent bin.
The same stricture applies
to restaurant garbage, the
somewhat vulgar habit of
eating in the streets and,
probably worst of all,
feeding the creatures.
For an instructive
read on the habits and
social behaviour of gulls
let me recommend Niko
Tinbergen’s The Herring
Gull’s World, still available
in paperback.
CR

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to
take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted
coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine
Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE
01208880215
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

Dear Editor
Though the blowhole can I
thank all who came to my
65th birthday bash?
We had set the marquee
up the day before and
enjoyed a lively night
under it. The next morning
was quite different: I woke
up to see the poles lifting
and then the whole tent
just took off ! Luckily my
wife Terry and I managed
to hold on to it as the rain
poured and the famous
Cornish wind blew.
Still, we had over 50
people turning up in about
5 hours so it was all hands
on deck and the bash got

under way with the rain
still pouring and wind still
trying to take the marquee
off to Tintagel.
Along
came
the
Boscastle
Buoys
to
entertain us and they did
- beyond the call of duty.
They had us singing along
to all the songs we love and
know from seeing them
in the Nap and when the
charity box went round we
had raised £501.
Thanks also to all the
hotels, cottages and pubs
who did my friends proud.
It was great to be able
to celebrate my 65th in
Boscastle.
Bill Moule

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions
 For all bookkeeping requirements
 Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
 Year end accounts
 VAT returns & filing
 Self assessment tax returns & filing
 PAYE and payroll
 New business start up assistance

Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering
Regulations 2007

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015
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Boscastle Buoys Cd
A throwaway late night
conversation one Tuesday
evening resulted in a
brilliant afternoon of
music and laughter with
the added bonus of raising
money for a charity close
to our hearts, Cornwall
Hospice Care.
The completion of our
long awaited CD ‘The
Reason Why’ coinciding
with the 11th anniversary
of the Boscastle flood
prompted us into having
a ‘bit of a do’. Several
emails and hurried phone
calls later and things were
starting to take shape. All
we really needed now, was
to keep everything crossed
for a few hours of good
weather on Sunday 16th
August.
The day came and with
it arrived the good weather
we were hoping for. People
were starting to gather with
the lure of John and Cheryl
Maughan singing on the
bridge.
We
kicked
the
proceedings off with a brief
explanation of why our

CD is called ‘The Reason
Why’ (you will have to buy
the CD and read the insert
to find out!) .
We sang a couple of
songs from our new CD
and then we were joined
by the extremely talented
Nigel Chapman who
has contributed with his
earthy tones on the new
album. More banter and
singing later and time for
an ice cream break while
Boscastle Buoy in training,
Ben Nicholls entertained
us by singing along to his
acoustic guitar.

Later on with the sun
shining we started our
second set but not before
we had announced the
raffle winners. The prizes; a
Boscastle Buoys T-shirt or
a Boscastle Buoys CD, you
lucky people!
What is left to say but
huge thanks to Kathy
Faulkner and Sally Clarke
for shaking their pink
buckets so proficiently,
Sylvia Pinn for being a
prolific and superb CD
seller, Chris Noon for his
sound engineering wizardry

and Tanya Nicholls for face
painting.
Thanks to everyone
who turned up on the
day to make the day
memorable and ....in the
process of having a lazy
Sunday afternoon enjoying
the sights and sounds of
Boscastle harbour, helped
to boost funds for Cornwall
Hospice Care. We hope to
see you all again soon. If
you have not acquired our
new CD you can purchase
the CD online or from any
of the ‘Buoys’.
RN

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

01208 72328
reception@sproullllp.co.uk
42 Molesworth Street
Wadebridge, PL27 7DP

01840 212315
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk
8 Fore Street,
Camelford, PL32 9PG

www.sproullllp.co.uk
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01208 72328
bodmin@sproulllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin, PL31 2HW

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com

Just put it on the computer….
How would the world as
we know it operate without
the famous ‘computer’?
in my case, it would
barely affect any aspect
of my computer illiterate
existence, as the only time
I am forced anywhere
near one, to use, anyway,
is when I am requested
to produce some kind of
remotely sequential text
for use in the ‘Blowhole’,
when, I strongly suspect,
the editor has run out of
viable alternatives.
I imagine most sensible
people are on holiday
now, well beyond the, not
unreasonable, demands of
daily life. Fortunately, the
only assistance I require,
beyond doubt, is the kind
and freely given help of
my outstandingly patient
husband, who takes the
trouble to explain clearly
what he is doing, probably
in the faint, indeed,
pointless hope that I
will, one day, be able to
accomplish what obviously
to him and many other
millions throughout the
computer-literate world a
series of stunningly simple
tasks. He will explain that I
need to ‘plug this in there’,
‘plug that in there’, ‘switch
this on’, ‘switch that on’,
and so on, listing a number
of perfectly achievable and
comprehensible
actions
that vanish from my
memory the moment he has
stopped his explanation.
If, for some reason,
he were not immediately
to hand, say he is deep in
our impenetrable garden,
gone to the shop, involved
in an uninterruptible

conversation
with
a
neighbour, or any other
possible
occupation,
indeed, and anyone said
to me, ‘just put it on the
computer for me, would
you?’, I would be in the
unfortunate position of
having to come up with
some kind of acceptable
response. That does, I
admit, give me a range
of choices, some more
acceptable than others.
The most simple and
straightforward,
and
indeed honest, would be
to say, ‘I don’t know how
to.’ Firstly, anyone who
knows me would believe
me: in actual fact, anyone
who knows me would not
have made that request,
being able to predict the
response. Secondly, why on
earth would a comparative
stranger ask me such a
question? I cannot call to
mind any information I
might have access to which
any rational human being
would deem worthy of
being committed to the
safe keeping of a computer.
That does give me a good
chance of not being asked.
The final option would
be to come up with some
vacuous reason, possibly
untrue, for being unable to
use the infernal machine.
You cannot really get away
with saying, ‘The cat’s
asleep on it.’ You would
be expected to turf said cat
off said machine. Sacrilege
with respect top either of
our felines. Why not just
say limply, ‘it’s broken,’ It
might as well be if I were
to try and get it to work, so
it’s only a little bit untrue.
AR

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155
Kernow Properties
in Camelford market
properties both for
rental and sale in the
Boscastle area. With our
local knowledge and all
the latest internet sales connections we are your best bet for
getting your property viewed by both local and national buyers
and prospective tenants.
We give personal service and are available at any time during
working hours to visit you and give help and information free
of charge.

Contact: Irene, Julie, Paul or Mark on 01840 212938
e-mail camelford@kernowproperties.co.uk
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015
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Minster Community Fellowship News
We have had a very
successful start to our
second year of fundraising. Our first event was
a concert on Easter Sunday
in Minster Church.
There are many uses
that Minster Church can be
put to besides the obvious
religious ones (which are
definitely not a part of
MCF’s remit!) and one of
them is as a concert venue.
On Easter Sunday Minster
Church hosted Chris
Bannister performing ‘The
Music of John Denver’
to a packed audience –
another MCF sell-out.
The concert was a great
success financially (raising
over £1,200 for MCF to
assist with Minster Church
restoration) but, equally
importantly,
everyone
there had a great evening –
one couple even ended up
dancing in the aisle! And,
whoever the invisible bat
trainer is, he did a great job
in getting the bats to fly out
on cue without dropping
any little ‘gifts’ on the
audience (I wonder if we
could get Meatloaf …?).

As usual, MCF offered
drinks & snacks in the
interval and the evening
ended with everyone being
guided up to their cars
along MCF’s trademark
candlelit path. As well as
performing John’s Denver’s
songs Chris Bannister is
a very successful singer/
songwriter in his own right
so it is quite a compliment
to Minster Church that
he would like to come
back for another concert
because the acoustics are
so good (food for thought
when thinking of other
concerts)! And having such
an appreciative audience
must have impressed him
too, so we would like to
thank everyone for buying
tickets and coming along.
Once again we must thank
Robin Haddy for being
kind enough to lend us his
field for parking (no one
needed towing out!). We
will try to put on other
entertaining events in the
coming months, all we
ask is that you support
us by buying tickets
and enjoying yourselves

(which is not such a bad
deal, surely?!). There was
only one downside to
the evening – my wife
would not stop humming
‘Leaving On A Jet Plane’
for days afterwards!
MCF held another
very successful fundraising event on Friday
26th June at Boscastle
Farm Shop.
Pink Pig
Racing SW provided the
entertainment - fluffy pink
pigs racing in lanes along
a large table. This event
was organised to appeal to
adults and children alike
and this it certainly did
given the noise level during
the races as everyone
cheered on their favourite
pig. Halfway through the
evening the pigs had a
rest and everyone tucked
into a delicious hog roast
put on by the Farm Shop.
After that there were more
races and a raffle with
prizes very kindly donated
by Bruallen, The Picture
Parlour of Boscastle and
members of the MCF
Committee. The event
raised £541 towards the
renovation and running
costs of Minster Church
which was a wonderful
amount and we would
like to thank Penbode
Vets, Sproull Solicitors

of Camelford who each
sponsored a race, the
Farm Shop for hosting the
event and last but not least
Pink Pig Racing SW who
travelled from England to
give everyone such a very
enjoyable evening.
The background to
the sale of Raymund
Rogers pictures (over the
weekend of 11th/12th July
at Minster Church) was
covered extensively in the
previous Blowhole, but
here is a summary of how
it went: In total, £3,840
was raised purely from the
sale of Raymund Rogers
pictures. The proceeds
from two of the pictures
had been earmarked by
Raymund’s sister, Jane,
to be given to Mount
Edgcumbe Hospice – these
went for their full price,
so we were delighted that
the hospice received £670.
The remaining £3,170 has
been split 50/50 between
MCF and the PCC – but
the WHOLE AMOUNT
is ringfenced to part-fund
the restoration of Minster
Church’s windows. The
sale was a joint effort
between MCF and the
PCC and I would like to
take this opportunity to
thank all of the members
of the PCC who gave their

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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Minster Community Fellowship News
time over the weekend
providing refreshments –
and for the refreshments
themselves (all of which
were excellent, but I
cannot not mention the
coffee cake – it disappeared
far too quickly!). Robert
Thewsey was a great help
throughout the weekend
and, in particular, helping
to set up and clear down
the exhibition. But the
biggest thanks of all must
go to everyone who bought
pictures and made the sale
weekend so worthwhile
– I hope you enjoy your
pictures! Of the original
64 pictures, 22 remain
unsold. You can view these
on the MCF website (they
range from £25 - £250 and
most of them are below
£100). So if you missed
the sale weekend (or want
to add to what you already
purchased)
then
just
contact Garry Benson on
01840 250466. £3,170
is not an inconsiderable
sum and, as you know,
MCF has been raising
money for Minster Church
restoration
since
the
beginning of 2014. But the
cost of the windows alone
dwarfs this sum so more
MCF fundraising will be
needed. To do this, we plan
to put on more events in
the coming months that
people can enjoy while at
the same time knowing
that they are contributing
to a very worthwhile cause.
Minster Muckers have
been busy in the churchyard
clearing away the very
luxuriant growth of wild

flowers so that the graves
are now accessible again.
If you have a few hours
to spare and would like to
help with the “gardening”
in the churchyard Andy
Humphries would love to
hear from you. He can
be contacted on 01840
250588 or in person at The
Old Forge Gallery.
Our merchandise, based
on artwork very kindly
donated by Kirsty Hosking
continues to sell very well
and we will soon have
some smaller Christmas
cards of the Minster
Winter scene for sale. We
are also very fortunate to
have been given some cards
and Christmas cards to
sell by Carlos and Noemi
so a very big thank you to
them. They live in Spain
but are regular visitors to
Boscastle and wanted to
help in our efforts to keep
Minster Church open as it
is one their favourite places.
These will soon be available
for sale on our website and
at other outlets around the
village.
We are in the early
stages of planning another
event in November and
details will be displayed on
our website and around the
village once everything is
confirmed.
Our
website
and
facebook details are printed
below. If you would like to
assist in any way we would
love to hear from you and
we can be contacted via our
website or by phone, Liz
Benson on 01840 250466.
LB
www.facebook.com/minsterchurchboscastle

www.minstercommunityfellowship.co.uk

Orchard Lodge b&b
Gunpool Lane
More awards
Boscastle
Better than ever..
PL35 0AT
01840 250418
New look

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135
danroots@aol.com
Roofing • Carpentry • New Build
Extensions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

01840 212258
07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk

Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations

R. MEARS & Sons
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

Cowl fitting service, CCTV investigation work
carried out. Servicing to all Oil & Solid stoves
wood burners,Rayburns & Boilers etc.
Fully serviced and repaired

01840 261 221 • 077375 33392
www.sweepcornwall.com

Covering Cornwall & West Devon
Est. over 30 years N0711/30134
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Kendra’s Journal

June
June was a very contrary
month, where weather was
concerned - sometimes
dazzling summer, other
times back to winter
- with gales, monsoonlike rain and winter
cold. Nevertheless, Bob,
Mila and I were out in
it all. When we did have
hot summer days, the
‘Common’ (or ‘Stitches’
as some know it) was a
picture. It was full of wild
flowers - a rainbow of
colours, from deep pink
and white orchids; purple
thistle-like Knapweed and
that special yellow daisy,
which only seems to grow
on the ‘Common’. In case
you are wondering whether
I can see these coloured
flowers, I can but not like
you see colours.
We watched the sky
larks flying straight up
until they were a tiny speck
in the blue sky, all the time
warbling their song. (How
do they have breath for
non-stop singing, whilst
flying so high into the
sky?) The swallows and
house martins were not put
off by the unpredictable

weather. Squeaking, they
skimmed over the corn
fields, catching flying
insects. (I wondered what
they eat, when flying
insects don’t come out in
the rain. I wouldn’t like my
dinner to depend on the
weather!) The ‘Common’
was a paradise for butterfly
spotters – common blues,
small tortoiseshells and red
admirals rose up from the
grass as Mila and I passed
by, whilst grasshoppers
leapt about and a Kestrel
hovered above us in search
of a tasty meal. There was
so much nature about,
enjoying summer on the
‘Common’.
This
month
Mila
(now five months old and
growing fast) and I visited
the Bodmin Hospital Fete,
where Jan entered Mila in
the ‘Family Dog Show’.
Mila was judged ‘Best in
Show’ and won her first
rosette and a ‘selection
of doggie goodies’ – for
sharing. A newspaper
did a write-up about her
winning first prize. Jan
said Mila’s first rosette was
a very special occasion, I
expect mine was too.
July
Mila’s training with
Bob was going well. She
was picking up the basic
commands quickly. Molly
the Labradoodle joined
us again this month and
we took her swimming at
Bossiney. Mila and Molly
were still not quite sure of
the waves but the Valency
River and the harbour were
perfect for cooling off - and
not as scary as the sea.
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Fortunately, my little
sister was not always as
observant as me on our
walks, because Mila didn’t
spot the adders lying in the
grass. (Jan says I behave
like an Artic Fox when I see
them – I leap straight up in
the air. Well, you have to
warn the family somehow.)
Adders are alive and well!
I have seen them on three
separate occasions and in
fine weather they have been
sunning themselves on the
‘Common’. So, be on the
lookout and don’t tread
on their tails, that goes for
you too, Mila!! There is
no telling what she would
have done with them.

T

The weather was still
keeping us guessing, so on
the day of Trevalga Fete we
kept a ‘weather eye’ on the
sky. Fortunately it turned
out ‘alright on the night’
and Jan entered me in their
Dog Show. I won First prize
for ‘The Most Beautiful
Eyes’ (Bob says they are
like a wolf ’s, not surprising
since my Great, great,
great…...…. grandfather
was one). I don’t like to
boast, but I had done well
at the Wadebridge Fete
Family Dog Show too,
held this month.
Visitors came and
went in July, giving Mila
a chance to show off her

A N PA R T R I C
T
S
I
K
R

CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

Kendra’s Journal
obedience skills. Have you
noticed how people spruce
up the house when visitors
are due? I think Mila
caught the bug, because
she made sure her toys were
nice and clean. Firstly, by
washing them in the toilet
and then washing them in
the fish pond. Jan finished
their ‘wash and brush up’
in the washing machine,
with so much washing it’s a
wonder they survived!
August
Mila was seven months
on the 8th August and she
was not my little sister
anymore. She was almost
the same size as me (as
you can see from the
photo) and her obedience
training was complete.
Well done Mila, you are
almost as good as me.
(Well almost!) Our friend
called in one day to see us
and she watched Bob ‘put
us though our paces’. He
gives Mila a command first
and I have to wait patiently
whilst she obeys, then he
gives me a command and
Mila has to wait whilst I
obey. The friend must have
been impressed by our
demonstration because she
clapped when we finished.

The weather was still
unpredictable (I know, this
weather reporting is getting
boring). The view of
countryside was changing
now - from verdant greens
to more mellow hues - as
the fields were harvested
and the heather turned
to purple. Just to remind
us that the season was
changing too; the berries
in the hedgerows - of
hawthorn and blackthorn
- were ripening. Despite
there being little sun this
summer there was a glut of
ripe blackberries in Valency
Valley. The stepping stones
in the Valency River
had been straightened

by The National Trust,
making them easier to
cross. Unfortunately, the
river had such a torrent
of water, surging down
to the harbour, that they
were soon knocked out of
position again.
The rain has much
to answer for this year,
because,
unfortunately
for the annual ‘Harbour
Happenings’, the morning
of August Bank Holiday
Sunday was another wet

one. It did clear up in the
afternoon; however but
let’s hope next year is drier
for them. I hope you didn’t
get too wet over the Bank
Holiday.
I will look out for you
when we are out walking.
To be continued…..
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Harbourmaster’s News
There was a lot of rain this
summer and a lot of water
in the river. Poor weather
has restricted the use of the
harbour and we have seen
fewer boats operating this
year than I can remember
and I do not think we had
any visiting yachts at all. So
not great news.
On the positive side the
gig club were lucky to have
a fine day for their regatta
and the teams looked
spectacular raising around
the Meachard in early
August. The rain brought
complaints of sewerage
in the harbour when the
storm drains could not
cope and this was reported
in the Cornish Guardian
which in turn did not do
much for the swimming. I
saw a rather similar story of
contamination at Polzeath
in the Times and picture
of David and Samantha
Cameron happily surfing.
This reminded me of the
1970’s when I worked as
a lifeguard on Polzeath
and one of the little coves
between Baby Bay and
Pentire was known as
“stinking Gug” for fairly
obvious reasons. Good for
the mullet.
The sea temperature did
peak at about 16 degrees

centigrade and there were
some days when the water
in the harbour was warmer
and I even recorded a
reading of 20 degrees one
day when the tide had
flooded over warm sand.
I was pleased to be
asked to open the Trevalga
fete this year and again
here after a wet afternoon
we were very lucky to see
the sun breakthrough and
give a lovely evening. I can
report that my dog “Alfie”
was awarded third prize and
a rosette for tail wagging
which greatly pleased my
family. The Trevalga fete is
charming local event and
I was pleased to be able to
help support. We took my
granddaughter Ezra and
she loved it.
Finally I have heard
reports of a shoal of blue
fin tuna off Cornwall but
seen no actual evidence
although again and to
end on a positive note I
did catch a good size bass
in Pentargon on Bank
Holiday Sunday using
Japanese YO – ZURI lure
and am hoping for settled
weather this autumn and
good fishing.

P
ENNING
PA I N T I N G
Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

01840 250047

Devon

01626 337596

Ruth Puddick
ARMCM GRNCM

VIOLIN & VIOLA TUITION

• all ages, beginners to diploma
• preparation for professional auditions
• chamber music coaching
Very experienced teacher, ex-BBC Philharmonic player

Phone: 01566 781845

Chris Key
Harbourmaster

The

Arthur W. Bryant
Funeral Service

· PROFESSIONAL, CARING AND
PERSONAL ATTENTION
24 HOURS A DAY

· PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

19 MARKET PLACE
CAMELFORD
CORNWALL
PL32 9PD

01840 214891

Tel:
Mobile: 07787 576345
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Where did put the…?
Why is it, as one gets more
senior, one has to walk
many times further than
previously to find what
one was looking for in the
first place? Before I forget
the word, I will write it:
amnesia: one of the best
sources of unplanned
exercise I know.
How many times does
one have to walk around
the house, up and down the
stairs, to find what one is
looking for? The answer, of
course, is many more times
than if you can remember
what you went upstairs for
in the first place.
One merciful aspect is
that you may happen upon
the very thing you were
looking for the day before,
but were unable to find.
Only today you don’t want
it. The next time you do
want it, you can guarantee
you won’t be able to
remember where you saw
it when you didn’t want it.
True irony. I can usually
track down my sunglasses
when the sun has gone
in or night has fallen, or
an umbrella when it is no
longer raining. And the car
keys are remarkably visible
when we do not want to go
out in the car.

Of course, but this is an
avenue so far closed to me
and I suspect destined to
remain that way, another
source of irritation, nay
mountainous rage is the
Satnav, whatever that
is, or at least setting
one’s destination on said
contraption.
I
freely
admit that I have never
attempted the task, nor
is there any hope that I
would be successful, I can
only reflect on what seems
to be the experience of
my husband, judging by
the imaginative range of
expletives he employs as a
vocal accompaniment to
the task. It could be that
the instruction manual
contains such linguistic
treats.
It does seem a common
feature of virtually any
set of instructions that I
feel obliged to read that
they are either written in
a language with which
I am unfamiliar, or one
which fails to penetrate
my comprehension. I
have some sympathy
with manufacturers, who
are understandably keen
to minimise the cost
of packaging, printing

instructions in a variety
of languages; I have
somewhat less sympathy
with the consequent need
to choose a typeface so
small it is scarcely visible to,
let alone the naked eye, to
an eye fully equipped with
the latest technological
developments in optical
expertise.
I have before me a
packet of Brazil nuts with
instructions in seventeen
different linguistic groups,
a box of chocolates with
instructions
in
nine
different groups and a
pack of ‘farmhouse style
dumplings’ mix with
instructions merely in
English. Does this suggest
that only the English are

sufficiently bold to consider
ingesting the contents of a
packet of dumpling mix?
Is this what made the
Empire great?
Does this affect the result
of the World Cup?
Does it have anything to
do with your star sign?
Or is it simply because the
chef is heartened by the
welcome sight of a single
set of instructions in a
comprehensible language?
AR

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES  BAR SNACKS 
 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT  SUNDAY CARVERY 
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm ~ Evening 6.00pm-9.00pm

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
3 Oct: Citizen Smith

7 Nov: Dusk at Dawn’s

10 Oct: Strangebrrod

14 Nov: Toilet Monsters

17 Oct: The Bubble

21 Nov: Silverback

24 Oct: The Prevention

28 Nov: Blood on Blood

31 Oct: Tankslappers
(Halloween special)

12 Dec: Citizen Smith

5 Dec: Hot Pearl Snatch

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com
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Truancy and an
Absentee God
Recently
I
attended
the official opening of
Tintagel’s new Church
hall, formerly the old
school rooms. I was both
amused and somewhat
gob-smacked (to use Cilla’s
well-worn but descriptive
catch phrase) to read the
former headmaster’s daily
log book from the 1840’s
which was basically his
diary recording the day
to day governance of the
school. The opening pages
usually described the
weather and then recorded
the pupil attendance that
day, usually with a close
correlation between the
two, much to the master’s
chagrin – ‘First day back
after Christmas break, heavy
rain today, very few pupils
in school this morning,
perhaps it will improve this
afternoon’! Can you imagine
that happening today?!
So I wonder what that
old schoolmaster would
make of the ministry of
justice’s official figures for
truancy released recently
which show a 25% increase
in the number of parents
actually being prosecuted
because of their child’s
absenteeism?! And perhaps
we don’t even have to go
that far back, for those who

were children of the 70’s
you may recall what great
fun was to be had hiding
from the ‘kid-catcher’
after you’d convinced your
mum you were ill and she’d
allowed you stay home
from school?!
Now I understand we
are living in a different
world today, even from the
one of my childhood in
the 70’s; schools are under
so much more pressure to
produce excellent results
and meet targets; the
government of the day is
anxious to maintain an
excellent public record and
society in general subscribes
to the ideal of an excellent
indiscriminate education
for all our children. I even
understand the need to
make people accountable
and
responsible
for
absenteeism, but I disagree
with a ‘one size fits all’
approach to the problem;
where it’s always the
parents who are dragged
before the courts and are
held responsible for their
child’s behaviour. Apart
from being physically
unable to watch them 24/7
or personally escorting
them to the school gates or
even plonking them down
in their seats for the start
of class, this report fails to
consider that some of those
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family’s might be in crisis,
at breaking point, suffering
with mental health issues or
have addiction problems.
This report also implies,
unfairly in my opinion
that absenteeism is due
to dereliction of parental
responsibility. Now I’m
not opposed to holding
people accountable I just
happen to think we need
to call the right people to
account. There is no call
in this report for example,
for the children themselves
to be held responsible or
accountable for their own
decisions and behaviour.
In other words, at some
point we all have to grow
up, stop blaming everyone
else and take responsibility
for our own actions.
It strikes me that this
is not too far removed
from some of the religious
discussions and debates
that people are having on
social media forums, some
of them by heavyweight
celebrity academics like
Stephen Fry. The argument
goes something like this;
‘why would a benevolent,
loving God who claims
to be our heavenly Father
allow such dreadful things
to happen in the world?’
The theological word for
this kind of argument is
theodicy, which basically

poses the polemic that
either God could stop bad
stuff happening put won’t,
or he’s a God who would
but can’t.
Personally I think such
arguments are delusionary
and more often than not
distract and avert attention
from the real issue. Sure,
there are some bad things
happening to good people
right now across the world,
we can’t escape or ignore
that fact, just as there is
an awful lot of good stuff
happening in the world,
including happening to

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663
Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in
the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

bad people that we seldom
hear about.
But here’s the point, the
Christian message speaks
about a God who loves all
of us and desires the very
best for us always. He cares
deeply about our actions
and behaviour, so much
so that he gave us His son
Jesus to ensure we get to
enjoy life to the full. But
what he hasn’t done is take
away our free will, which
means we are free to choose
and decide how to live and
behave in the world, and
that, as we see around
us, often has disastrous
consequences.
Sure, someone has to
be accountable, someone
has to take responsibility,
and someone is to blame!
But I find it as incredulous
to blame God for the hash
we often make of things as
I do when I see our legal
system prosecuting parents
for the behaviour of their
children! Perhaps it’s high
time we grew up, stopped
blaming everyone else and
took responsibility for our
actions!
Revd Paul Beynon

Down 1 quixotic 2 ann 3 tar 4 cape 5 obelisk
6 real 7 estuary 8 quoin 10 recreate 11 eat
15 feign 16 coterie 19 ortolan 21 urn
22 ephemeral 25 tun 26 oboe 28 avarice 29 rory
32 tepee 33 tug 35 see 38 eddy 40 try 42 ore

Across 1 quant 4 core 9 arabesque 12 inn
13 repeat 14 oaf 17 cellulite 18 door 20 treasure
23 eta 24 krypton 27 carrot 30 hub 31 voile
33 tenon 34 area 35 sedum 36 cry 37 neep
39 cep 41 deer 43 scared 44 cairn

Answers to Crossword:

Curate Boscastle &
Tintagel Group of
Churches

Tintagel Orpheus
Male Voice Choir
Formed in 1929 the Choir
has, over the years, raised
thousands of pounds
for many organisations
through their concerts, and
it is their aim to continue
to do so. The Choir give
a regular series of summer
concerts in Tintagel and it
has also toured extensively
through the UK and
Europe, entertaining as
wide an audience as possible
and promoting Cornish
male voice singing. The
Choir is always evolving as
it must go forward for the
future and is always open
for new members to join,
at any level of ability.
Rehearsals take place
on Tuesday evenings at
Tintagel Methodist Church
from 7.15 to 9.30pm. It is
not only the singing but the
camaraderie as well, and
Choir members say "We
take our singing seriously,
but not each other!"
Sunday October 4th:
Concert for CRY at
Wadebridge Town Hall
Saturday October 10th:
Harvest Festival at St Teath
Church - Including Cream
Tea - at 2pm.
Sunday December 6th:
Tintagel Methodist Church
Christmas Carol Concert.
Time to be confirmed.
Saturday December
19th:
Carol singing at Castle
Hotel, Tintagel, 6:30pm
for 7pm.
For further information
please contact:
enquiries@
tintagelmalevoicechoir.
co.uk
or phone: 01840 213736

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

Literacy Tuition
There are quite a few adults out there who
are not confident of their reading and writing
skills, but they are understandably shy about
coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would
like to offer private tuition to such people,
free of charge and in strictest confidence.
Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see
what we can arrange.

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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Boscastle Raft Race
The
second
annual
Boscastle Raft Race was
help on Sunday 12 July.
While the weather gods
didn’t smile on this years
event the drizzle failed to
dampen the spirits of the
sizeable crowd who turned
out to watch. This year saw
the inclusion of a children’s
race, which took place from
the inner harbour wall and
was won by Isaac Buxton
from Bridge House. The
main race started soon
after with five boats in total
lining up at the start. After
a hectic start, “TARA”
(Phil and Rob Headon
and Barry Sober) pulled
out a lead on “The Mrs”
(Dan Washer, Dan Ward
and Steve Wilton) which
they held to the finish.
Camelford Young Farmers
finished in third place,
with Boscastle Farm Shop
close behind in fourth.
Text and photos AJ
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COASTGUARD REPORT
Returned to Station. In
Attendance B.Winsper +
Bude Team.

Hello Blowhole readers
we have had Nine
callouts since May 2015
1/5/15 12:58hrs Called
by Falmouth Casualty
Evacuation at Grower
Gut (Boscastle). 14:47hrs
Returned to Station. In
Attendance L.Siford,B.
Winsper + Port Isaac
Team
9/5/15 14:59hrs Paged
by Falmouth Casualty
Evacuation Assist
Ambulance Crew
Tintagel Castle, 16:30hrs
Returned to Station. In
Attendance L.Siford,M.
Smith,T.Partrick.
15/5/15 11:35hrs
Paged by Falmouth
Casualty Evacuation at
Trebarwith Strand Assist
Ambulance Crew,12:45
Returned to Station. In
Attendance D.Roots,
M.Smith,B.Winsper.
22/5/15 14:13hrs Paged
by Falmouth Casualty
Evacuation Assist
Ambulance Crew Barras
Nose, 16:17hrs Returned
to Station. In Attendance
D.Roots, M.Smith,B.
Winsper.
1/7/15 13:13hrs
Paged by Falmouth
Casualty Evacuation
Assist Ambulance Crew
Tintagel Castle, 13:50hrs

2/7/15 12:24hrs Paged
by Falmouth Casualty
Evacuation Assist
Ambulance Crew
Tintagel Castle. 13:51
Returned to Station. In
Attendance B.Winsper +
Bude Team.
9/8/15 12:46hrs Paged
by Falmouth Casualty
Evacuation Assist
Ambulance Crew
Tintagel Castle,15:15hrs
Returned to Station. In
Attendance L.Siford,T.
Partrick.
14/8/15 14:23hrs Paged
by Falmouth Possible
Ordnance on the beach
at Trebarwith Strand
turned out to be false
alarm.15:25 Returned to
Station. In Attendance
L.Siford, D.Roots,
M.Smith,B.Winsper,T.
Partrick.
17/8/15 10:22hrs Called
by Falmouth to assist
Bude at Crackington
possible Ordnance on
the beach turned out to
be false alarm. 14:15hrs
Returned to Station.
In Attendance L.Siford,
D.Roots, T.Partrick.
Boscastle Coastguard
are still in need of new
recruits so if you are
aged 18 or older with a
full driving licence and
would like to join please
e-mail: Steve.Duff@
mcga.gov.uk
Untill the next time take
care on our coastline
Les Siford Station Officer
Boscastle.

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley Venning

01840 250113
07974 581836

S.J.JOSE
CARPENTER & JOINER
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Tel 01840 250069
Mobile 07974 723382

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01566 86183 Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com
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The Parish Plan and National Trust – right to reply
The
Boscastle
Parish
Plan was initiated in the
autumn of 2013 and as
the final draft is now close
to publication, copies
have been circulated to
members of the Parish
Council
and
other
organisations
involved,
both for their information
and to receive any response
to the findings.
The relevant section
of the Plan entitled The
Parish Council and
National Trust which
included survey results and
comments was sent to the
National Trust. The team
felt that it was only fair
that the Trust was given
the opportunity to explain
its policies and respond to
the views expressed by the
respondents. Ian Kemp,
National Trust Manager,
North Cornwall and
Jeff Cherrington, Head
Ranger, were invited to
attend a meeting with the
team on 12th August.
There
followed
a
cordial and wide-ranging
discussion covering the

work of the Trust, its
perceived reputation and
plans for the future. The
results of the survey revealed
a generally negative theme:
many respondents to the
survey felt that the Trust
did not consult with the
community
sufficiently
and was not sympathetic
to the character of the
area. The ‘imposition’ of a
modern style replacement
bridge across the harbour
was cited as an example.
In response Ian Kemp
pointed out that there
was a misunderstanding
of the Trust’s role in
the choice of bridge, its
preference overruled by
the Environment Agency
whose
main
design
objective was a bridge
that did not hamper flood
water or create an obstacle
to floating objects.
Another assertion was
that the Trust appeared
more concerned with
tourists and profit than
local residents. The lack
of benches, provision of
litter bins, or action on dog

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Full range of plumbing services
Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems
Landlord Safety Certification
OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221
faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
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fouling, were all quoted as
examples of an uncaring
attitude. It was also noted
that Trust officials rarely
attended Parish Council or
meetings of the Chamber of
Commerce. The reply was
that not filling the harbour
area with seats or litter bins
was more in sympathy with
the character of the area.
The theme that the
Trust was a ‘law unto itself ’
was reinforced by reference
to historical issues. For
some years recently, the
cliff walks and pathways
through The Stitches had
been adversely affected by
cattle over-grazing in winter
resulting in a ‘quagmire’ to
the detriment of walkers
and tourists. There were
issues regarding animal
husbandry, fencing and
safety. The Trust admitted
there had been difficulties
reconciling
the
land
management policies of
Natural England alongside
the needs of tenant
farmers but promised that
these problems would be
addressed in the future.

In order to improve
communications with the
public, as well as its present
internet access, the Trust
would use the Blowhole
and Parish Council notice
boards to update the
community on its work and
coming events. In addition
they would contemplate
holding regular ‘surgeries’
or get-togethers with the
public, to advertise events,
deal with queries and
promote the objectives of
the Trust.
The news was by no
means all bad. Eight
respondents (out of two
hundred or so) actually
praised the work of the
Trust for its maintenance
of the coastline and coast
paths, encouragement to
visitors and providing jobs.
To make their presence
and work better known
the Trust will be adding
their own feedback to the
Parish Plan report, coupled
with a later article in the
Blowhole.
CR

Halloween, October 31st at
the Museum of Witchcraft
and Magic, Boscastle
Come and experience a
Halloween like no other!
Boscastle’s Museum of
Witchcraft and Magic has
lots in store for this special
day.
The Museum will be
open from 10.30-6pm and
we’re encouraging visitors
to come in fancy dress.
During the day, there will
be an opportunity to make
your own Halloween mask
and then after dark, we will
be opening the Museum
by candlelight from 8 until
11pm.
From 2pm outside the
Museum of Witchcraft and
Magic there will be Morris
dancing by Catseye Morris
and for the first time ever Dark Morris!
At dusk, the Museum
will also be visited by
some very unusual visitors
(Mari Lwyds from Wales
and Penkevyll the Lands
End Obby Oss) who will
process down the harbour
and perform an ancient
Pwnco Ceremony at the
doors of the Museum.
There will be a finale
dance outside the Museum
by flaming torches and
grinning pumpkins.
All are welcome to
come and take part. There
is no need to book for any
of these events and the only
charge will be for entry to
the Museum. Why not

dress up and join in the
fun! Bring your lantern or
pumpkins along to keep
away the mischievous
spirits of Halloween!
Some photos of last
year attached – this year
will be even bigger and
more amazing!
JH

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015

Page 21

Councillor Carolyn Edwards
Parish Council
Forrabury and Minster Parish Council meet in the
Village Hall on the second Thursday of each month at
7pm. Members of the public are invited to attend and
may address the Council during the first ten minutes of
the meeting. A copy of the agenda is displayed on the
Parish Council notice boards and website prior to all
meetings. Minutes of previous meetings are displayed
once they are approved by the Council.
and become familiar with
Paperless
its use by the date of the
Planning
next meeting would be
Applications
difficult if not impossible.
On July 3rd Cornwall
CClr
Hannaford
Councillor
Edwina immediately
apologised
Hannaford wrote to for her oversight, rather
all town and parish disingenuously justifying
councils to announce the lack of proper notice
that, in order to save the by previously omitting
Planning
Department to inform parishes of the
approximately £100,000 consequences of a decision
per year in printing and made six months before.
postage costs, from the However, the problem has
beginning in September been partly mitigated by
planning
applications delaying the changeover
would only be available date until January next year
online.
and giving parishes £700
This
immediately apiece to buy the necessary
caused a storm of protest, equipment. It remains
as Clerks throughout the to be seen how easy and
County pointed out that convenient it is to view and
the method proposed to discuss applications using
view applications online this method.
in PDF format was
unworkable.
Boscastle, New Councillor
like many local parishes, Carolyn Edwards has
meets in a hall which been co-opted onto to
had no wifi or broadband Forrabury and Minster
connection
so
that Parish Council.
application
documents
She has lived all her
which are printed in life in Boscastle. With her
large scale and detailed husband Steve and their
specifications could only two children, Lauren and
be shown to councillors Sophie, Carolyn lives at
by saved documents the top of the village. She
being displayed by using has run her own mobile
a projector onto a screen, hairdressing business for
neither of which most the last twenty six years
councils possessed. To
After ten years Carolyn
purchase the equipment has just retired from one
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of her many roles, that of
chairing the Playschool.
For the last eight years
she has chaired Boscastle
School Association as well
as being its secretary. She
is involved with organizing
the annual duck race and
many other fundraising
events.
She is also a member of
the gala committee which
she chaired for four years.
The committee, which is
part of the Boscastle Food
Festival Weekend, raises

money for the football
club, the gig club the village
school and preschool.
With her husband, she
is actively involved with
Tintagel Masonic Lodge
fundraising for charity
Carolyn is passionate
about the village and local
issues and so is looking
forward eagerly to her
new responsibilities as a
Councillor, taking care
the interests of the parish
and the wellbeing of its
residents.

New members always welcome - Why not join us
one evening or afternoon for a taster session

Contact John & Shirley Wakelin 250314
or Dave Ferrett 250414
Bowling: Community Hall, Boscastle
Monday 7pm until 10pm
Friday 2pm until 5pm

County Councillor,
Glenton Brown writes:

Cornwall Council met
earlier in August to take
note of the PAC committees
recommendation to look
further into library’s and
one stop shops in producing
a final budget programme,
the opportunities to afford
local organisations and
groups to take on the
running of local service
libraries with the support of
the council central library
and one stop shop team
to assist. It gives another
opportunity to endeavour
to save some library
facilities from closure, the
cabinet will then look at
the final recommendations
and information received
from local organisations,
parish town councils before
having to decide the final
course of action.
Moving onto another
subject the department
for communities and
local government have
recently announced a
coastal community scheme
for 14 coastal towns and
villages with a grant of
£10,000 each to support
regeneration projects in
their area. Unfortunately
Boscastle and Tintagel do
not appear on that list,
however I hope there may
be further grants coming
from this source and
hope therefore that other

coastal villages will have an
opportunity as well.
You will have probably
read or heard through the
press of the electric vehicle
chargers that have been
installed throughout the
county and the nearest
one to us is Camelford
which should now be in
operation. The superfast
charger service points will
include the one in church
view carpark Camelford,
and I think throughout
the county there will be
about 26 charging points.
I have had emails and
phone calls for requests for
a service charging centre
in Tintagel. I have made
enquiries into this and
while it is not possible to
do anything about it just
in the short term the real
aim is that a scheme will be
rolled out over Cornwall
and a site in Tintagel is in
mind but something like
£12,000 has to be raised
to establish it. The hope
is that 80% Europe grant
may be obtained, and for
the remaining 20% some
other little grants, maybe
local government grants,
maybe able to top that
figure up so the outlook is
promising.
If I can be of any help to
you please do not hesitate
to contact me by email
gbrown@cornwall.gov.
uk or telephone 01840
770302

GHM
Building Maintenance
Insurance Fire & Flood Damage
Kitchens, Bathrooms
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Refurbishments
Free Estimates
Phone 01840230380
Mobile 07970275330

Boscastle IT Services
•Microsoft certified & Apple authorised
computer technician
•PC/Mac sales & service, home or business
•Hardware repair, software troubleshooting
•Anti-virus/system maintenance
•WiFi/network consultancy & installation
•Website design & construction
•Tuition & training

Contact Tim Ferrett at :
boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810
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News from school.
We are between terms as I
write this, which actually
means we are all enjoying
the last few days of our
summer holiday. This
one seems to have passed
more quickly than ever; no
doubt I will be making the
same comment about the
school year next July.
We finished our school
year with our production
of ‘The Wiz’ based on
the Wizard of Oz. The
children did a brilliant
job, particularly on the
first night when we
performed in near perfect
conditions with no wind
and warm temperatures,
but unfortunately with
persistent drizzle! The
year six children filled
many of the leading roles
with a number of them
singing solos. There were
also several songs and
dances performed by the
whole school which were
spectacular.
The children had a large
input into the production
this year. Each of the main
characters had a monologue
explaining how they lost
their bravery, courage etc
and these were written by
the children. The group
dances were also created by
the children who worked
with Morwenna Gee to

pull their ideas together
resulting in a series of
accomplished and varied
performances.
Miss
Oxenbury
produced and directed the
play this year with Mr Rix
taking charge of the music
and Mrs Haden and our
creative team of Teaching
Assistants producing the
costumes and props. There
were a few raised eyebrows
when we painted the
yellow brick road on to
the playground but there
was method behind the
madness! (More of this
later.)
And so to our end of
term assembly. I always
think this should be our
happiest assembly of the
year (and not just because
of the holidays!) because we
celebrate the achievements
our Year 6 children and
have our final opportunity
to tell them how proud
we are of them. I have
particularly fond memories
of this year’s cohort as
I taught them as Year 2
children, a first for me.
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They never really seemed to
be Year 2 children and kept
up with the Year 3s and 4s
and often lead the way!
I can remember taking
the children to Porthpean
on the residential trip as
Year 3s. I decided to put
them all in a tent together
so that they would be able
to get to sleep quickly as
they were bound to be
tired. How wrong I was.
They were the last to go to
sleep on both nights and
the first up on all mornings
and attacked all activities
with great enthusiasm
and humour. Needless to
say they were also the first
group of Year 4s that went
to London the following
year. They have maintained
their enthusiasm and
humour ever since and have
been a great group to work
with and have contributed
much to making Boscastle
such a special school. We
all wish them much success
at their new schools and
look forward to hearing
about their achievements
over the years.

The Autumn term starts
in less than a week, on
the day according to last
night’s weather forecast,
when a high is moving in
to provide settled sunny
weather. Those of you who
have walked past school
will understand why we
were not worried about
the yellow brick road.
We now have a new look
playground with skills
boards, a traverse wall, and
a colourful soft surface.
This was the result of a
successful bid to Primary
Spaces (linked to Sport
England & the lottery)
who wanted to support
schools with limited sports
facilities as part of the
Olympic legacy. If it as
successful as the surface
around the fort I will be
very pleased.
Mr Kirby and his
colleagues have also been
busy inside the school. We
have had both rooms in the
original school building
repainted, replaced the
round window in Class
2 and refurbished the

Centenary Bell. We have
also ordered new tables
and chairs for the whole
school so we should look
fresh and ready to go for
our new school year.
We are welcoming
13 new children into
Reception this year and
with 12 last year our
numbers are increasing
nicely. I am looking
forward to the start of
term; we have many plans
and we are all keen to get
started. It always amazes
me how much our children

change over the holidays
and how they all seem to
mature into their new year
group and it is lovely to
catch up with what they
have been doing over the
summer.
Finally, if you would
like some desks and chairs
do please give us a ring
or drop in. We will have
plenty to give away for a
small donation to school
funds.
With best wishes,
Sarah Duffy

Moorheat Services
Oil Fired Boiler, Aga &
		
Rayburn Maintenance
Replacement OIl Tanks
Landlord Certificate
Boiler Replacement & New Installations
OFTEC Registered & 600a certificate to install oil tanks

Tel: 01566 772262
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Boscastle Report
The Royal Cornwall Show
is the highlight of June for
many of us - a time to bump
into old acquaintances,
admire the livestock in the
central ring and the floral
displays in the flower tent.
Once again some of our
members were on duty in
the WI tent, to dispense
teas and don ‘Marigolds’.
The weather was warm
and sunny, with only one
shower of rain (which just
happened to be when we
had our break!!). It was our
opportunity to run into
old WI friends and make
new ones.
Our June meeting
saw the return of Vet
Michael Prettejohn –
to talk about ‘A Swazi
Wedding’. Mr Prettejohn
managed ‘Disease Control
Programmes’ in Swaziland
in the 1970’s. Part of his
job was to introduce a
programme of Artificial
Insemination for the cattle
of the Swazi people. He
said they were a simple
people, who found this
operation puzzling. As he
seemed to be involved in
the reproduction of calves
in some baffling way, many
calves became known as
‘Prettejohn’. He was the
only Vet in an area the size
of Wales and it was during
his travels around the
country that he was invited
to observe a wedding
ceremony. During his
talk we were surprised to
discover that many of the

Swazi wedding customs
were similar to our own
wedding traditions – such
as gifts for the couple
and the wearing of bridal
veils (no mention of over
imbibing).
The WI ‘Fowey Walk’,
in June, delighted the
Boscastle ladies, who
joined a group of around
20 WI members from all
parts of Cornwall. The
day was perfect - having a
well organised informative
group leader (a resident of
Fowey), perfect walking
weather and free time to
browse around the busy
town. At lunchtime, some
of us (who like to live
dangerously)
picnicked,
keeping a wary eye out for
any seagull that fancied
his chances; whilst others
tried out the haute cuisine
of a local hostelry (I can
recommend the fish and
chips - delicious). The
afternoon boat trip was
an ideal finish to the
day, with the sea being
tranquil (thankfully) and
the ‘captain’ full of stories
about the region and local
characters.
Also in June, the venue
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for Boscastle WI ladies’
monthly coffee ‘trip out’
was the ‘Trevalga Coffee
Morning and Exhibition
of Work’ - hosted by the
Trevalga Craft Circle. It
was well attended by the
‘usual suspects’ (and their
dogs) who filled the hall to
capacity and devoured the
cakes, cheese scones and
eye catching strawberry
Pavlovas with relish. For
me Trevalga is synonymous
with home baking! The
profits went to the fund for
the new hall and amounted
to £390.59.

The WI cake stall on
Jane’s lawn on 26th July was
a ‘non-starter’. To quote
Rabbie Burns, ‘The best laid
schemes o’ mice an’ men
gang aft agley’, or to put
it in cricket terms – ‘rain
stopped play’. Such a pity
as the organisers had put
every effort into planning
the event. Luckily for me,
I didn’t have to force feed
the whole of Boscastle my
fruit cake, as I sold it to
a lady ‘desperately seeking’
not ‘Susan’ but Cake
(thankfully, no reports of
food poisoning). So my

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

thanks go to her for her
very generous donation to
the WI funds.
Our July meeting
was a practical session,
‘Lino Cuts’ with Felix
Attlee. Felix explained the
process and, with extreme
patience, led us through
the various stages, finally
inking up our lino cuts,
to produce the members’
‘masterpieces’ of art.
Our annual outing
in August did not take
place as many of us were
playing host to family and/
or friends. We hoped the
weather would brighten up
in August as the monsoonlike rain and gale force
winds we had in June and
July were no fun!! (There
were reports of fires being
lit, central heating being
switched on and winter
‘PJs’ being taken out of
storage.)
So with fingers crossed
against
bad
weather,
the August coffee trip
was arranged for the
Camel Trail Tea Garden.
Situated half way between
Wadebridge and Bodmin,
the Tea Garden is ‘set
in (the) beautiful apple
orchard and terrace areas
with direct access off the
Camel Trail’ – so says Mike
and Kathryn Hamley’s
web page. The Tea Garden
is open from 10.0am –
5.30pm from March to
November.
Fortunately
the day was fine and all
attendees enjoyed their
visit to the Tea Garden.
Our September speaker
will be Justine Cook, who
will inform us about the
Cornish Charity ‘Cornwall
Hospice Care’. The charity
offers ‘hospice care to

patients free of charge’.
For some of us the word
‘hospice’ implies the end
of life but ‘many patients
receive in-and out-patient
care from the Hospice over
months or years’.
If you visit The Boscastle
Food and Craft Festival in
October you will find us in
the Village Hall dispensing
tea, coffee, cake, soup and
other delicacies.
Should you be interested
in joining us in October, or
at any of our meetings, we
are a friendly bunch. We
get together every second
Tuesday in the village hall
at 2pm, come along and get
to know us. You may even
know some of us already.

arranged to meet socially
on a couple of occasions,
and then there was a break
for refreshment and a look
at the stall and flower of
the month. Marshgate WI
continues to collect food
items for the Food Bank in
Bude which is taken in by

a volunteer every month.
There was also a welcome
for the 24th member who
joined last month.
KW

GQ

Marshgate WI
Everything’s
coming
up sunflowers for the
members of Marshgate
WI who arrived for the
August meeting armed
with expectations and
a small sewing kit. The
main focus of the evening
was making felt sunflower
badges for all to wear when
we have our Celebratory
Tea Party on Sept 16th.
June Smyth had produced
a basic kit for everybody,
and it was surprising the
excellent and varied results
that emerged, thanks to
the beading provided by
Wendy which was used to
decorate the centre of each
sunflower in an individual
manner. The business of
the meeting had been
concluded speedily. There
were reminders of the 6
Corner Day in October and
notice of a General Quiz
on November 7th with Alan
as Quiz Master. Members
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2015

Page 27

News from Boscastle Artists C.I.C.
Boscastle Artists celebrated
their first birthday at the
Mill on August 1st, in true
Boscastle Fashion - with
sunshine and friends, with
wine and music.
It has been a fantastically
busy year for us but we are
pleased to say that we are
doing really well thanks
to the support of all our
artists, villagers and visitors
alike. We are currently
selling the work of 56 local
artists and craftspeople –
and we have quite a long
waiting list!
As
a
Community
Interest Company, we
are all volunteers and the
profits that we make after
all our bills are paid, are
available to us to promote
the arts in the widest sense,
across this village and
across our area of North
Cornwall.
We are always keen
to meet local people who
might like to help out
occasionally – this gives
the small group of artist
volunteers more time to be
creative. You don’t have to
be artistic yourself – just a
friendly person with a little
time to spare to talk to our
visitors. It is actually quite
good fun helping out and
there may be a skill which
you have, which we could
really use.
Please come in and see
us if you think you might
fit in.
We
are
actively
supporting this year’s Food
Arts and Crafts Festival in
October, and hope that even
more people than usual will
enjoy this event. A great
many local groups benefit
from the funds raised over
this busy weekend – but
there is always room for
more involvement.

If you would like to
contribute for next year…..
Please say something soon
so we can start planning.
There was a new
direction
for
the
Wellington Hotel when we
hung our first ‘out of house’
exhibition entitled “My
Cornwall”. Residents and
visitors alike have enjoyed
this and we are encouraged
to hang another before
Christmas.
We have held some
workshops outside on our
forecourt already, but from
September, we are taking
on the small room next
door to us in the Mill as
a Studio where people can
meet in small groups and
get creative. If you would
like to learn how to do
anything or have a certain
skill you would like to
share, please let us know.
We can only organise
events to share, when we
know what people want to
learn about.
Our hardest worker
of course is Grandad400
who is out in all weathers,
collecting for both Boscastle
Coastwatch and Cornwall
Air Ambulance. In this, our
first year of trading, he has
raised £1,838.75 which,
I’m sure you will agree, is
a totally amazing figure.
These charities send their
thanks to the visitors and
villagers alike who regularly
donate – and especially
we would like to thank
especially, the youngsters
who stop to chat to him
on their way to and from
school and playgroup. We
love listening to the chatter
that goes on outside our
door.
Grandad also has an active
Facebook page to which
many a funny picture has
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been added by visitors
over the year – he is
Grandad400 if you
want to check him
out
Thank you again to
the amazing sculptor
Richard Austin of
Wadebridge
who
created him and his
399 friends around
the country.
LD.

Boscastle Artists C.I.C.

Would like to invite the people of Boscastle and
surrounding villages to make good use of the very
new

Mill Studio

We have been offered the chance to rent the small room
adjacent to the gallery and would like it to become a
creative space available for everyone to use and to share.

Is there something creative that you have always wanted to
know how to do?
Is there something you can do, that others might be
interested in learning from you?
Could you use it as a space for a small group to meet on a
common creative theme?
Contact the gallery on 250 957
Or email lesley@donoghuewalker.co.uk
We look forward to hearing from you

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle

SX 09697 90138
June 2015 July 2015 Aug 2015

Total rainfall in
mm
Max daily rainfall in mm
Date on which
max fell
Number of
days with no
rainfall
Total rainfall
for same month
in 2014

82.2

120.8

165.2

30.4

25.2

31.6

1st

25th

22nd

16

3

13

47.6

46

115.6

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

12

4

9

10

14

13

16

17

18

22

3

4

28

39

31

32

34

6

7

8

24

20

20

21

22

24

25

27

34

32

39

40

33

35

38

39

41

41

43

43

44

26

30

35

37

15

17

19

37

9

14

29

36

8

11

23

27

5

36

42

44

45

Across

Down

1 punting pole

1 idealistic and impractical

4 centre

2 girl’s name

9 bullet position

3 sailor

12 tavern

4 small cloak

13 reiterate

5 tapering stone pillar

14 idiot

6 actual

17 body fat

7 tidal mouth

18 entrance to room

8 corner stone

20 hoard of precious metals

10 make agaion

23 letter of greek alphabet

11 consume

24 superman’s home planet

15 pretend

27 vegetable

16 clique

30 central part of wheel

19 small european bird

31 marginal

21 large vase

33 part of wood joint

22 transitory

34 a space

25 large wine glass

35 plant

26 musical instrument

36 weep

28 greed

37 turnip

29 boy’s name

39 mushroom

32 conical tent

41 animal

33 onion

43 frightened

35 perceive

44 mound of rough stone

38 small whirlpool
40 attempt
42 metal

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
-----------------• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
-----------------Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle
A Family run B&B offering
quality, comfort and a relaxed
informal atmosphere
Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House
Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush                   
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius

• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

answers on page 17
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Pete’s Peeps
at the Past

8 MAY 1812
A PUBLIC HANGING
The
prisoner
Wyatt,
convicted of the murder
of Valentine, a Jew at
Fowey was publicly hung
at BODMIN, but as the
executioner was about to
let the drop fall, he (Wyatt)
fell off sideways and the
knot ended nearly under
his chin to the amazement
of the spectators and the
pain of the prisoner.

Many early 19th century
crimes carried the penalty
of death, mainly stealing
and killing a sheep, firing a
hay rick or breaking in and
robbing a dwelling house
and murder of the worst
kind. Public executions
were done to deter people

and also drew many
spectators to watch and
relate what they had seen.
11 DEC 1820
ACTION BY THE
MOONSHINE BRIGADE
The preventive boat under
Sampson
Woodcock,
stationed at Boscastle
went after smugglers
at Mullhook (Millook
Haven) and seized 500
tubs of foreign rum and
remained to guard them,
but two armed boats of
smugglers came and firing
on the beach overpowered
them and took the tubs
and the preventive boat. A
£200 reward was placed.
28 APRIL 1826
SLATE OUT OF
BOSCASTLE
A vessel from Clovelly
“The Narrow Escape” was
completely wrecked in a
creek near Tintagel, but the
crew escaped to the shore.
Just before it happened it
had just been loaded with
slate at Boscastle from
Messrs. Sloggatt & Co.

Messrs. Roseveare &
Sloggatt owned the Nth

Delabole slate quarry
as well as a large part of
Boscastle from where their
produce was shipped.
14 JUNE 1844
LOADING SLATE AT
TREBARWITH
A vessel belonging to
Messrs. Rosevear &
Sloggatt of Boscastle,
called the “Jane” was
waiting off Trebarwith
Haven to load up with
slate.
Through
the
negligence of the mate at
helm, she struck a rock &
soon became a complete
wreck, the crew saving
themselves in the boat.
25 MAR 1853
POLIPHANT QUARRIES
To be let by Private
Contract
all
those
Quarries and Beds of
Grey Freestone called
Poliphant Quarries, near
Hicks Mill in Lewannick
nr. Launceston. Two
quarries are now fully
opened with intervening
strata of inexhaustible
thickness and depth. The
stone has been used in the
Mullions, Coigns, Pillars,
and carved work of some
of the most ancient
churches in Cornwall,
in the arches & coigns
of Launceston castle and
many others.

25 APRIL 1856
BETWEEN 2 & 3 TONS OF
GOLD DUST
The “Blackwall” arrived
from Melbourne, when
she was 70 miles S.W. of
Lizard under prevailing
east winds, a number of
people took pilot boats
to Penzance. She had 200
passengers, 77 of whom
landed at Penzance she also
had on board between 2 or
3 tons of gold dust & many
passengers had parcels of
gold dust.
22 NOV 1861
SHIPPING ORE AT
BOSCASTLE
The shipping trade at
this port has considerably
improved, owing to vast
quantities of iron ore being
brought from Trebursye,
near Launceston. Mr.
Martin talks of having
steam engines to convey
trucks of ore on the
common roads, & has
engaged a private road
& other premises on the
north side of the harbour,
of Messrs. Rosevear &
Sloggatt, for that purpose,
thereby avoiding the steep
hill (Penally Hill). But
some people say it will
never do for this hill and
dale country, whose roads
have so many short angles

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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Over the past few months we have
been busy with our summer work
including:
•
This year’s hay cutting in the
Valency Valley took place in early
September. Each year the hay cut
reduces the vigour of the grass and
the wildflowers slowly increase – this
year has seen more yellowrattle, oxeye daisy, knapweed and trefoil than
before.

Upcoming volunteer days and
events….
Saturday 14 November - Cliffs
and Coffee walk – hear about the
extraordinary cliffs and rocks in the
area and the effect on wildlife. Meet
National Trust Café 10.30am – cost
£4 to include tea or coffee
Our practical volunteer days are
open to all to help us manage the

MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦♦ Custom PC Builds
♦♦ Networking
♦♦ Websites
Website:
http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
Email:
hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone:
07780 910578

National Trust
t Boscastle
Visitor Centre
National
Trust

Shop & Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

On Forrabury Stitches we carried
out our annual arable plant survey
finding plants such as Weasels Snout
and Corn Marigold which thrive in
the stitches that have been ploughed.
We were also able to collect some
yellow rattle and other wildflower
seed which will be used on other
meadows to increase the plant
diversity.
Willapark – the ponies are grazing
well and reducing the coarse grasses.
Over winter we plan to cut some
more of the tougher scrub and repair
and rearrange the gates by the coast
path.
Keeping the footpath open has
kept us busy over the past few months,
as well as clearing the vegetation,
we’ve also had two large trees to
remove and the stepping stones in
the river Valency to rearrange.
Cornwall Council decided to take
away the litter bin in the Harbour, so
the National Trust will replace it and
pick up the costs of the maintenance.

countryside and help people get out
and about – contact Basil for further
details
Best wishes,
Jeff Cherrington, Lead Ranger
Basil Stow, Ranger

Any questions: 01288 331372 or
basil.stow@nationaltrust.org.uk

NEATE
FEET

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Information on local accommodation & attractions
plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,
gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout
Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or
donating some books drop in or give us a call.

Tel: 01840 250010/250353
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net
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Scott Mann, MP

Recently I was given the
privilege by Cornwall
Flying Club of going up in
an aeroplane from Bodmin
Airfield. It was amazing to
see the rugged coastline,
the Camel Estuary, the
green fields and the towns
and villages from up high
which certainly gave me
a different perspective
of North Cornwall. The
airfield has been a stepping
stone for people in the area
to hone their skills and go
into high paid work around
the world.
Over the summer we
have seen high levels of
rainfall in North Cornwall
and this has pushed
sewage systems beyond

manageable levels. There
has consequently been
some discharges of sewage
into the sea without
sufficient warnings to
bathers
and
surfers.
Although these incidents
are rare, there needs to be
a better system for dealing
with raw sewage and to let
people know when these
instances occur.
Sewage poses a huge
health risk to people
and wildlife, and I have
previously met with Surfers
Against Sewage who are
actively
campaigning
to protect the sea from
household water waste. I
have regular meetings with
South West Water and
will be discussing this as
a priority on my return to
Westminster.
Meanwhile,
the
introduction of a “surf tax”
on surfing schools will be
decided soon by Cornwall
Council, and I sincerely
hope that this is refused.
This would be another
strike against tourists, on
top of closing public toilets,
which would probably
cost more to police than

the estimated £40,000 it
would raise.
I echo my Conservative
colleague Fiona Ferguson’s
view that surf schools are
our “second blue light
service” which assist the
RNLI in keeping beaches
safe. Any attempt to place
a flat-rate of £500 on
these essential educational
facilities would only be
detrimental to our coastal
communities, and I was
lucky enough this summer
to ride onboard the
Padstow lifeboat alongside
the RNLI and lifeguards to
watch an exercise where I
was shown how people are
saved from the water and
given quick treatment.
We owe a great deal to
those who risk their lives to
protect ours from the perils
that the sea can bring,
and I support all efforts to
aid them in their duty of
helping locals and tourists
from danger.
The
Chancellor,
George Osborne, and the
Environment
Secretary,
Liz Truss, have announced
the launch of a Rural
Productivity Plan that will
set out measures to boost
the rural economy.
The
plan
will
improve conditions for
rural communities and

businesses
to
thrive,
invest in education and
skills, and improve rural
infrastructure, with people
having greater choices
about where they live and
the jobs they do.
I have already voiced my
frustration in Parliament
about how rural schools
receive less funding per
head compared to urban
schools. This is wrong and
I will continue to fight
for a fairer deal for North
Cornwall.
Meanwhile,
my
Cornwall colleague George
Eustice, also a DEFRA
Minister, has announced
£8 million of funding for
rural businesses to expand
and promote tourism, with
applications for grants now
open.
This new funding
will provide a real boost
for the rural economy in
communities across the
country, and I urge all
rural business in North
Cornwall to take advantage
of this opportunity. A
further round of funding
is expected in September
when rural businesses will
be able to apply for grants
to help them support their
local rural communities.
Scott Mann

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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News from The Nap
The Napoleon Inn had a
fab bank holiday weekend
with live music, BBQ
bouncy castle guest ales and
darts tournament. Well
done to Louise Brakes who
won the darts prize money,
beating Mark Yeomans in
the final.
It has been a really
busy summer here at the
nap starting at Easter with
Faith’s charity haircut
which, along with a raffle,
raised £592.71 and around
£100 in gift aid. The
charities that will benefit
from Faith’s kindness are
the Little Princess Trust,
which makes real hair wigs
for children who have
lost their hair through
illness, and ’Abi’s Wish To
Walk’. Abi is a girl from
Camelford, who is at the
same school as Faith and
has cerebral palsy and
needs an operation to help
her walk pain-free.
Our team of awesome
chefs and serving staff have
worked really hard meeting
everyone’s needs and our
menu is well worth popping
in to sample, we have had
so many compliments on
our specials recently you
really should give us a
try! Best to book to avoid
disappointment though.

The Boscastle Buoys
have been here every
Tuesday evening with
their banter and singing
raising money for their
chosen charity so come in
and enjoy them if you can.
Their cds are available from
the bar.
We have open mic
nights every other Monday
where anyone is welcome
to join in…they are a
friendly bunch so don’t be
shy!
Heading into the winter
months our charity quiz
nights will be back once
a month, please ring for
details. And we have lots of
other things in the pipeline
so keep your eyes & ears
open.
The nap outing was
great fun as ever, we went
to Totnes this year and
had a steam train ride then
into the town for plenty
of drinking and laughing.
Emma Gorham did a
little traffic control on the
roundabout in the middle
of the town which was a
sight to behold haha.
Thanks to all our
customers
for
their
continued support and we
look forward to seeing you
all over the winter months
too.
BD

Styling irons

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388
Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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Dentists I have known and loved??!!
I have just purchased
another
Crown
and
the number now in my
possession must equal the
number of Crowns owned
by the Queen – or have I
overtaken her! But whilst
the Queen’s Crowns are
mostly priceless; bejewelled
and sparkly and viewed by
the public, mine are hidden
in my mouth – although I
do hope they are sparkly!!
Recently - as I lay on the
‘rack-like’ contraption in
the dentist’s surgery, with
the dentist’s fists (both of
them!), a drill, a mirror, a
suction device and a wad of
cotton wool half way down
my throat; I contemplated
the cost of my new
acquisition. Adding up
past dental expenses, I
wondered whether, had I
been a time-traveller, all
that money could have
achieved a successful bid
for the Crown Jewels, when
Oliver Cromwell sold them
off. Attempting to reach an
‘outer body experience’ (or
somewhere other than the

torture chamber where I
lay) I focused my mind on
the History of Dentistry
and (being the age I am)
my teeth must be part of
that history – well you
only have to look at them
to realise this – no don’t!
My first dentist, in the
late 1940’s and most of
the 1950’s, was Mr Hall.
He was probably born
around the end of the
19th century. He certainly
looked very austere and
Victorian. Dignified and
small in stature, he had
a neat moustache, small
round spectacles and a
starched, pristine white
coat covering his tweed
suit. (He is beginning to
sound like Crippen.) His
sleight frame appeared
inadequate for the strength
needed for extractions
(especially when in distant
centuries Blacksmiths were
called upon to perform
them). Mr Hall’s wife,
acting as receptionist,
would usher patients down
a dark, carpeted hallway

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk
A delightful 16th century pub full of character with open fires

Breakfast & Lunch served 12-2pm

Lunchtime Specials all under £5.00

Evening meals served from 6.30pm

Delicious Traditional Sunday Roast (booking advisable)
Large safe beer garden

Live Music Every Friday Night

Traditional Cornish singing from the

Boscastle Buoys every Tuesday night
Open Mic Night every other Monday

Now taking bookings for Christmas Day Lunch
and Christmas Parties
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into a dreary waiting room,
where a curtain covered the
bottom half of the window.
Like me, the air in the
room seemed to be holding
its breath – an attempt
to avoid breathing in the
antiseptic smell, perhaps! A
hard, black, horse-hair sofa
took up most of the room,
its stuffing poking through
the covering. Like small
needles, the horse hair
would dig into the backs of
my legs, as I sat and waited.
This protruding horse hair
just begged me to pull it
out - strand by strand, with
nervous fingers.

Through the solid,
dark wooden door the
noise of the drill whined
and whirred, whilst now
and again the drone of a
muffled, single voice could
be heard. Too soon the
wait was over and as the
previous patient scuttled
out, I was ushered into the
large, echoing treatment
room. A single, thronelike chair was centre stage,
with a ceramic, sink-like
contraption keeping it
company. This spittoon
- the contraption - was
of gigantic proportions
and looked as though,

Dentists ...

continued

if you got too close, it
would swallow you up.
How many patients had
disappeared into it, never
to be seen again? The drill
was operated by means
of a foot treadle and all
the equipment looked
antiquated - like exhibits
from a museum. We
never considered that the
instruments should be
sterilized regularly between
patients and I am sure they
were not.
There
were
no
injections given before the
drilling began. You sat,
gripping the chair arm,
knowing that at some
point the drill would find
a nerve and, when it did,
you must try not to jump,
otherwise the drill could
go deeper into the nerve.
The only indication of
pain was a facial wincing
from the patient. If an
extraction was scheduled,
gas would be administered
by placing a frightening
black mask over the nose
and mouth, giving a sense
of suffocation. The smell
of the gas was nauseating
and was the last thing you
remembered before ‘going
under’ into a deep, black
pit. A doctor was required
to be in attendance, just
in case you didn’t survive
the anaesthetic! There was
no dental nurse to assist
Mr Hall and there was
little conversation between
us. Mr Hall got on with
the treatment without
explanation and I never
knew or asked what was
about to happen.
Moving away from
this Victorian-like setting

to the 1970’s, things had
progressed. Mr Levy, my
dentist in the 1970’s, was
friendly, asking how I was
and explaining what he
was about to do (don’t tell
me, I don’t want to know,
just do it painlessly!). A
more informal white jacket
replaced the full length
white coat that Mr Hall had
worn. Now, everything was
done to save the tooth and
extraction was no longer
the option it had been in
the 50’s. Injections, though
painful, removed the
anxiety from the drilling
procedure - once they took
effect! Injections took a
few minutes to freeze the
gum, so you would be
ushered back into a bright
waiting room where, to
distract you, colourful
pictures hung on the walls.
Patients would be coming
and going, chatting and
laughing
(laughing!!!
didn’t they know where
they were!!). Presiding in
the waiting room was a
busy receptionist, who
manned (or womanned!)
the phones and dealt
efficiently
with
the
appointment schedules,
as this establishment had
two dentist’s ‘chairs’ in
separate rooms. Mr Levy’s
treatment room although
compact was more clinical
than ‘bijoux’ - and full of
modern equipment. Now
there was an x-ray machine,
to investigate hidden tooth
decay, the chair was a low
slung couch affair, which
tilted backwards, making
it was less likely you could
flee in panic and so that
the dentist did not have
to contort his body into

uncomfortable positions
to get the best view . The
enormous spittoon had
slimmed down to a less
frightening size and he had
an attractive, young dental
nurse to assist him. The
fillings were still a metallic
silver colour but this was
to change as the century
closed.
Dental practice in the
twenty first century would
have amazed poor Mr

Hall. Nowadays, the dental
surgery is a less frightening
place.
Injections
are
almost painless, crowns
and false teeth are difficult
to distinguish from real
ones and dental records
are kept on laptops. The
media forecasts that, with
advances in tooth care,
one day we may not need
to visit the dentist at all.
Unlikely in my life time!!!
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Newsagents and Spar Shop
Tel: 01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours
Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the harbour
carpark on Fridays , from 1.45pm until 2.15pm.

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702
Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- The Old Post Office 10.55 -11.15

11 September, 9 October
6th November, 4th December,
th

th

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge
111

from any phone by dialing 			

Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 761000

Stratton			

01288 320101

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre:
			
01840 250010 or 250353
Local Churches:
Church of England
01840 250359
Methodist
01840 214818
Catholic
01840 770663
Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:
01840 250414
Clerk: 01840 230609 email: forminpc@gmail.com
Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Town Hall, Market Place

Camelford One Stop Shop:

0300 1234 111

Tel: 01840 212409

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

Tuesday: 09.30 - 17.00
Thursday: 09.30 - 13.30
Saturday: 10.00 - 13.00

Floodline: 			

0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:

0844 346 2020

SWW leak reporting

0800 230 0561

Camelford Library

and Council One Stop Shop

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry

Highways:

0300 1234222

Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm

Village Hall Bookings:

Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
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Western Power emergencies:

0800 365 900

Jo Kent: 01840 250879

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

