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The Editorial Team
would like to thank
all contributors,
advertisers, distributors
and supporters of the
Blowhole ~ we would
not be here without
your help.
We would like to wish
you Season’s Greetings
with all the best for a
Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous 2011.

Photo taken by Arthur Bannister at the Davidstow Church Christmas Market, the theme
of the decorations was “The twelve days of Christmas”

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material
submitted for publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Joan Cork,
Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda. Your name could be added to the list if you wish to join us!

The next Blowhole will be published in Spring.
The deadline for copy will be advertised locally nearer the time.
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo,co,uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue. To subscribe please either email
boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891.
For advertising queries, please contact Heather Colne on 01840 250639
or email blowhole.advertising@hotmail.co.uk
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com
Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing
aromatherapy/holistic massage with
soothing essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
andd whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 250933
Mobile: 07751 508800
St Gennys & Local areas

LYNNE KELLY
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Short Mat Bowls Singles
Competition Winner

Notice board at
Doctors’ car park

Alfred Tilley receiving his Singles Competition trophy
at The Boscastle Short Mat Bowling Club dinner, which
was held in the Cobweb Restaurant. Speeches& votes
of thanks were given by the Chairman, John Wakelin.
Presentations were given by the Chairman, assisted by
Club Captain, Muriel Symons.

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle

01840 250204
16 century pub full of character
th

Those
attending
the
surgery may have noticed
the new Parish Council
notice board fixed to the
disused public toilets in
the doctors’ car park.
(See photograph). This
makes a total of four in the
village. The other three are
situated in the bus shelter
opposite the Pottery, the
Community Centre car
park and in Trefleur Close.
All will display agendas
for forthcoming council
meetings and minutes of
previous meetings.
It is not yet known
what will happen after
the proposed auction of
the toilet block on 17th
December - guide price
£5000 to £15,000 in case
you are interested!

STW Open Day
South West Water are
putting together plans
for an open day at the
completed waste water
treatment works for early
in the New Year. This will
allow those interested to
look around the works and
see how it operates.
Further details will be
published on the website
w w w. s o u t h w e s t w a t e r.
co.uk/bbtcleansweep

Natwest Mobile
Bank
The Natwest Mobile Bank
will be stopping at the
Paradise and Tintagel Road
junction whilst the road
to the Harbour is out of
action. The times remain
the same, being 1415 hours
to 1500 hours.

Lunch & evening meals served daily in
our bar or restaurant, booking advisable.
All food prepared on the premises using local produce
wherever possible

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
REGULAR QUIZ NIGHTS, LUNCHTIME BINGO &
FOOD THEME NIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE WINTER
For more details about the pub, the area & all our
forthcoming events please ring us or
check out our new web site at

www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A warm & friendly welcome awaits you
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Reminder:
Bude Music
Boscastle Village Hall
2nd Best Christmas Society
Hire charges include the
Bude Music Society’s sixty- It is now possible to hire
Party Ever






Date- 17th December
Place – The Cobweb.
Arrive 12.30
Carols 1.00pm
Lunch 1.30pm

As stated in the last issue, if
you live in PL35 post code
and are in receipt of a bus
pass, heating allowance or
are recently retired - this is
for you. Tickets are needed
for entry and are numbered
for a special raffle. These
are going fast and we have
nearly filled our quota so
phone Joan (250227) to
book (and let her know if
you require transport).
If local businesses or
anyone else would like to
support this very special
celebration, perhaps you
could kindly donate a raffle
prize…..pretty please!
Come and have a free
lunch and fantastic fun,
courtesy of the Boscastle
builders! If you have any
enquiries, call Uncle Paul
on 250554

fourth season of Sunday
afternoon classical chamber
concerts continues into
the New Year with recitals
by first-class professional
musicians, promising some
excellent and enjoyable live
music.The next concert
will be on 23rd January
2011 at 3pm at St Martin’s
Church, Killerton Road,
Bude when the popular
west-country Four Seasons
String Quartet will include
music by Mendelssohn
and Arvo Part. Then on
13th February at 3pm, in
the delightful setting of the
Gildhouse, Poundstock,
the charismatic Fontanella
Recorder
Ensemble
will entertain us with a
showcase of attractive
and accessible music from
mediaeval times to the
present day – a must for all
recorder players, young or
not so young. Admission
£12 at the door, full-time
students free, or phone
01237 451300 for further
information.

morning sessions in the
Village Hall throughout the
year and a small meeting
room, measuring 10’-00”
x 10’-00”, has become
available.
The Main Hall interior
measures 49’-0” x 17’-6” at
its widest point. It can be
divided by folding doors to
form a Large Hall: 32’-0’’
x 17’-6’’ and a Small Hall:
17’-0’’ x 16-9’’. The Halls
may be hired together or
separately.

use of tables and chairs, the
Kitchen with its equipment
(unless previously booked)
and the cost of heating and
lighting, excluding stage
lighting. Toilets include
facilities for disabled people
and for nappy changing.
For details of equipment
included in the hire charges
as well as additional
equipment available please
contact the caretaker on
01840 250249.

Adrian & Staff
Welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.co.uk

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
11th Dec: Festive Road
18 Dec: The Tank Slappers
New Year’s Eve: Whiskey Thieves
th
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Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

01840 250047

Devon

01626 337596

SCOTTISH
DANCING AT
CRACKINGTON
INSTITUTE

We have a fun group at
Crackington Institute every
Tuesday evening and our
first dance class of 2011
will be on Tuesday 11th
January at 7.15pm.
None of us would
claim to be experts and
new people are always
welcome. Our teachers
are Val Dawson and Les
and Dawn Burden, they
are very patient with us.
Everyone can join us, with
or without a partner.
It is really good exercise
and lots of fun. If laughter
is the best medicine then
come along and enjoy a
lot of Laughs. We do not
take ourselves too seriously
and when we get through
a dance without mistakes
we cheer ourselves on like
kids!
Phone Margaret on
01840 230911 for more
information.

Sir Robert Atkins Award

Chris receives his award from Tim Henman

Dr Chris Jarvis, from
Boscastle,
has
been
presented with the Sir
Robert Atkins Award, one
of the sports world’s top
honours, for consistently
valuable medical service
to
national
sports
organisations,
in
his
case British Cycling and
Commonwealth Games
England.
The retired GR who
now acts as a part-time
locum in the Tintagel and
Boscastle area, has travelled
with the British cycling
team to 3 Olympic Games ,
Los Angeles, Barcelona and
Atlanta & to the Sydney
Paralympics in 2000 and
was chief medical officer
for the English team at
Commonwealth Games
including Kuala Lumpur,
Manchester and Melbourne
over the past 12 years and
Commonwealth
Youth

Games in Edinburgh,
Bendigo (Australia) and
Poona (India).
He has known most
of Britain’s top cyclists
over the years and looked
after teams including
Chris Boardman, Bradley
Wiggins, Nicole Cook,
Chris Hoy, Tour de France
stage winner, David Millar
and Bodmin’s Olympic
silver medal winner, Wendy
Houvenaghel.
Chris, a keen cyclist in
his youth and still to be
seen pedalling on Cornish
roads, was presented with
the Atkins Award at a
House of Lords reception
by former tennis player
Tim Henman.
British cycling now
ranks number one in the
world and Chris has been
involved on the medical
side for 30 years, starting

with the British junior
squad and after reducing
his activities he is now in an
advisory role with British
Cycling and a member of
the Medical Committee
of the British Olympic
Association.
He was appointed
by
the
international
federation Union Cyliste
Inter national to their antidoping commission, trying
to keep one jump ahead of
people who cheat by using
drugs.
“We do a series of
unannounced blood and
urine tests throughout the
year which detect changes
in people’s biological
markers. This can flag up
that something unusual
has happened which needs
investigating. I’m not
hands-on with the national
team any more but I
supervise doping controls
at world championships.”
He used to race and
take part in time trials, but
says you need ambitious
and supportive parents to
reach the top.
Boscastle, with its very
steep hills, is hardly the
place to enjoy cycling, but
Chris says: “I still ride, but
take my bike up to the
main roads where I can
see where I am going and
hopefully other road users
can see me.”

ANDREW LEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEP
& STOVE INSTALLATIONS
SWEEPING, SERVICING
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
AND ALTERATIONS

Happy Birthday
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Registered Company No: 2372

TEL: 01840 250114

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk
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The Shippen Retaining Wall Strengthening Works
The works started on 1st
November after being
postponed to prevent
disruption to the busy
period during the October
half term. The scheme
commenced with the
planned advance works of
closing New Road, setting
up the diversion routes,
opening up Old Road to
two way traffic (with traffic
light control) and creating
the site compound. The
use of Old Road by two
way traffic was for a two
week trial period and
its operation has been
considered suitable to allow
this route to continue.
However, it is not without
its problems and we
continue to add or amend
signing etc to improve it
where possible.
Care should be taken
when driving through Old
Road as traffic could be
encountered even between
the traffic lights due to the
on-street parking.
A free taxi service was
also instigated to link the
harbour to the Western
Greyhound bus services
594 & 595 and latterly
the school bus service was
included. (see facing page)

Free parking permits for
the Cobweb Car Park have
been made available for
those residents in Old Road
affected by the restricted
parking.
Brief Description of
the works:
• Drill 56 temporary piles
through New Road, cased
to depth of 5.8m and a
further 2m socket drilled
into rock. Weld 500mm
casing to top of pile as a
safety barrier.
• Remove parapet and
excavate existing wall
and material in front
of temporary piles to
approximately 3m below

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area
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road level.
• Prepare ground and drill
54 permanent piles to an
anticipated
maximum
depth of 4.5m
• Place precast concrete
retaining wall units on
top of piled foundations.
These will be partly faced
with masonry in the site
compound.
•
C o n s t r u c t
reinforced concrete tie
beam at rear of retaining
wall units and backfill with
granular fill material.
• Cut temporary piles to
300mm below road level.
•
Complete masonry
facing to retaining wall

and construct masonry
parapet.
• Reinstate New Road.
Phase 1, the temporary
piling works started on
3rd November and after a
slow start good progress
was made. Unfortunately
as the drilling got closer
to the weakest section
of carriageway excessive
vibration was noted and
the decision was made to
stop drilling and restart at
the other end of the line of
piles. This was successful
and we managed to work
back towards the completed
piles (and weak section)
without further problems.
Phase 2 of the works
started on 29th November.
This phase is to excavate
all the material (existing
retaining
wall
and
carriageway construction)
from in front of the
temporary piles down to
the required founding
level for the new precast
concrete retaining wall
units. This is to a depth of
approximately 3m below
carriaqewav level.
Fortunately
the
excavation process went
extremely well as the
material
was
heavily
weathered and easy to

A N PA R T R I C K
T
S
I
and
TR
DAN ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

The Shippen Retaining Wall
Strengthening Works

shutdown
is
taken
into
account.
Due to the
concerns of local
traders and the
recognition of
the
potential
additional traffic

remove. The operation had
been changed from a two
stage excavation to one
stage due to the revised
location of the whaling
beam - placed above road
level rather than below.
The bulk of this
excavation was completed
by
Wednesday
1st
December with only minor
trimming to foundation
level required.
A ‘blinding’ layer of
concrete now needs to be
placed to build up to an
accurate foundation level
and create a platform for
the drilling rig to insert 54
No. permanent piles which
will be used to support the
precast concrete retaining
wall units.
The speed of the
excavation process has now
put us approximately 2
weeks ahead of schedule once
the extra week Christmas

using Old Road over the
Christmas period, we
now intend to open New
Road under traffic light
control from Friday 17th
December until Tuesday 4th
January which will prevent
construction works in this
period. New Road will be
closed again on 5th January
until 15th April. Although
still under investigation,
it is most likely that New
Road will only be open to
Cars & Vans. Buses and
HGV’s will still have to use
diversion route due to the
difficulty in negotiating
the hairpin and site works.
Old Road will remain
two wayMay we take this
opportunity to thank
you all for your patience
and wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Jon Walters
Cornwall Council

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011

Free Taxi to Bus link
Whilst works are undertaken on New Road, Boscastle
the Western Greyhound bus services 594 and 595 will
be unable to serve the Harbour area in Boscastle with
all services using the bus stop at the surgery instead.
From 1 November until the road re-opens
arrangements have been made with Camelot Taxis
to provide journeys on a pre booked basis between
Boscastle Car Park and Surgery at the following times.
Boscastle Car Park depart at: 7:45am, 9:45am, 11:45am,
1:45pm, 3:45pm, 5:45pm
Boscastle Surgery arrive at: 7:50am, 9:50am, 11:50am,
1:50pm, 3:50pm, 5:50pm.
Boscastle Surgery depart at: 7:55am, 10:05am,
12:05pm, 2:05pm, 4:05pm, 6:05pm.
Boscastle Car Park arrive at: 8:00am, 10:10am, 12:10pm,
2:10pm, 4:10pm, 6:10pm.
Journeys must be booked by 4pm on the day prior to
travel by contacting Camelot Taxis on 01840 770172.
There will be no charge for this service.
For more information about local buses, please
telephone: 0300 1234 222 or visit www.cornwall.gov.
uk/buses

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing

Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted

We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Feel free to call in and browse our wide
selection of frames including designer ranges

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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Harbourmaster’s News
The 11th November saw
the first big gale of the
winter and with Ken
Cave’s Peganina, Scott
Washer’s Industrious and
Pete Templar’s Black Jack
all still in the harbour
there were some anxious
moments as the storm
surge entered the harbour.
Black Jack had suffered
some damage earlier in
the week with a bilge keel
snapping off and leaving
the stern drive vulnerable
to loss and putting the boat
at risk of sinking. I spoke
to Marc Brown pictured
on board and with water
in the fuel system the plan
was to crane her out rather
than try a run to Padstow
for shelter. Looking at the
surf outside the harbour
entrance that evening I do
not think he can be blamed
for that decision.
After 31 years this was
the last season for Peganina
as she has been sold to a new
owner and is to be replaced
by a smaller boat. Peganina
steamed out of the harbour
for the last time on the

18th November. Ken
is buying another
slightly smaller boat
and is still going to
take trippers but
more for sight seeing
and mackerel fishing
rather long serious
ventures. Down at
the harbour we all
wish Ken well after
more than 20 years as
the skipper and in his
change of direction
to lighter work. I
know that hundreds
of visitors and anglers
have enjoyed outings on
Peganina and I am pleased
to think that there will be
some continuation of the
business all be it on reduced
scale.
Scott Washer tells me
he is possibly looking to
change Industrious for
a big fishing catamaran.
Because of good stability
these
have
become
increasingly common in
the commercial fishing
world. Port Isaac boasts
at least two big cats and

WESTERN SUPPLY CO

Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY

Marc Brown on the Black Jack

versions can also be seen
down at Padstow. There is
rumour that Industrious
will be going to Brittany to
work out of a French port.
On the day of the storm
I heard reports of another
returning salmon or grilse
on the beach caught as the
water was receding and
indeed I did see the fish
myself which had been
injured trying to make its
way to the river. These male
fish are brightly coloured
with an extended lower jaw
and it is very pleasing to
think that the population
is making a come back and

surprising given how small
the Valency is compared to
other rivers in Devon and
Cornwall.
For the boats and
fishermen winter is of
course a quiet time at the
harbour and this winter
looks like being even
quieter than last year. With
New Road closed getting
boats and equipment up
and down from the village
has become a challenge and
so it looks like a peaceful
Christmas without the roar
of marine diesel engines.

Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!
Come and see our extensive range of
Building and D.I.Y products

Including...
• Patio slabs and decking
• Decorative chippings and pebbles
SPECIAL OFFER:
3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged

the Blowhole gived forth
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Chris Key
Harbourmaster

Pickwick
Papers
I am sitting contemplating
the view from my study
window, it’s late November,
Christmas is looming and
the first snows of the winter
are forecast for the coming
weekend.
Not entirely
the best news, the snow I
mean, as a lot of work has
gone into the planning of
a pre-Christmas concert
at Davidstow and snow
would not be welcome - it’s
not the warmest of places
at the best of times; indeed
Davidstow was described
to me as a “two overcoats”
place when I first came to
live in Cornwall and the
description certainly rings
true at this time of the
year!
Speaking of concerts I
hope that some of you can
remember the two evenings
back in September that
Mary Baum and Clare
Kingsbury arranged at the
village hall? It went under
the banner of “An Evening
To Remember in September”

and the programme was
filled with music, song
and a goodly helping of
Mary’s original poems and
sketches all helped along
by glasses of wine and
wonderful canapés. Local
support for the programme
was in the guise of Roger
Nicholls, how could you
not include him, and
two much more dubious
characters in the form of
The Pickwicks, who prefer
to remain nameless! Esme
Upcott was the pianist
for the show, someone
that Mary and Clare have
worked with many times
before, and she travelled
from London for the two
evening event. Proceeds
from the evening were for
the benefit of Macmillan
Cancer Support, a cause
close to the hearts of many,
and an amount of £1043.31
was gift-aided to the fund
locally so that Cornwall
would benefit from this
particular donation - well
done to all concerned - I for

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

one enjoyed every minute
of both nights.
Mary Baum has lifelong
connections with Boscastle,
and for those who do not
know her she is the sister
of David Whitaker and she
has a house in the harbour,
she is also a great supporter
of local events and indeed
you may have seen her in
the annual Music Hall or
the Cabaret Supper Nights
doing what she does so
well. Once again we have
persuaded Mary to write a
“potted panto” which will
be performed at the annual
Cabaret Supper Nights to
be held at the village hall
on Friday and Saturday 18th
and 19th of March 2011 supper and a show for £10
is still a good deal and it is
hoped that each evening
will, as always be a sell
out. Same team as always getting older but still ready,
willing and just about able;
fortunately the inclusion of
young Ben Nicholls in the
action this time has worked
wonders in bringing down
the average age of the cast.
Proceeds from this annual
event will be shared equally

between Boscastle and
Trevalga village halls so
keeping your giving very
local - well they do say that
charity begins at home!
However, one member of
the Boscastle Players (also
somewhat unkindly known
as The Geriatric Players)
will be missing this time
and I speak of course of
dear old Daphne, a friend
to so many of us, who has
moved away to be near her
family in Sussex. As one of
the original Gaslight Girls
in Michael Turner’s Music
Hall - and Always the
Bridesmaid in the cabaret
supper nights Daphne’s
departure leaves a gap that
will be difficult to fill but
who knows, somewhere
out there, just waiting in
the wings, could be that
third bridesmaid - time
will tell.
In
the
meantime,
weather,
government
cuts and any other
circumstances permitting,
here’s hoping that whatever
you are planning for this
festive season goes with a
swing!!

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties
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FORRABURY
STITCHES
History of the Stitches

Forrabury Stitches is a site
of great historic, landscape
and wildlife value. The strip
fields are a rare survivor of
the stitchmeal system once
widespread in the county.
The stitches at Forrabury
is one of the three best
examples of open field
farming in the country.
The other examples are
at Braunton in North
Devon and Laxton near
Nottingham.
The
stitches
were
farmed under common
ownership until at least
the seventeenth century.
By the time of the Tithe
Survey in 1844, Forrabury
Common was no longer a
common and 14 separate
owners were recorded. By
2000 there was one owner.
Today’s use

An essential part of the
management is that each

stitch is ploughed at least
once every four years. The
crops grown are usually
oats, barley and grass. In
the winter the stitches are
grazed with sheep or cattle.
Wildlife of the stitches

mid 1950’s. The permissive
paths (marked with white
arrows)
were
created
in 2001 to increase the
enjoyment for walkers and
allow farming to continue
without conflicting with
people who were walking
off the paths.

The NT Shop and café at
Boscastle Harbour will
be open in December
from 11am – 4pm on the
following dates: 11th/12th,
18th/19th and on 27th to 31st
for the Winter Sale. Both
the shop and café will be
closed in January 2011.
Coppicing in the
Valency Valley

Warming work on a
The stitches which are
Winter’s
day! Come and
managed as hay meadows
Grazing
help us coppice the riverside
contain a wide variety of
th
plants
including orchids,
The winter grazing is an vegetation on 4 Jan 2011
www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
hayrattle, birds foot trefoil essential part of managing from 10am to 4pm. Meet
and sawwort.
the Stitches. This can in the Boscastle car park
The ploughing of the cause conflict as the paths at 10am. Tools and gloves
stitches allows the ‘arable can become muddy with will be provided, please
plants’ to exist. Most of hooves and feet on the bring warm clothes, food
the species are common same path. The National and drink.
If you need further
eg Speedwell, Bindweed, Trust will continue to
Fathen – but some, Lesser monitor the paths and details email or phone me.
Jeff Cherrington
Snapdragon and Corn make improvements to
Head Ranger
Marigold, are nationally help people walking on the
01288 331372
rare. In winter the stubble Stitches.
jeff.cherrington@nationaltrust.org.uk
on the arable stitches
provide cover for over
wintering birds such as
finches and buntings.
Public paths and
permissive paths

The public footpaths
(marked
with
yellow
arrows) were created in the

Boscastle’s famous

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:

museum
of
witchcraft

Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk
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Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

National Coastwatch Institution

Time for Reflection
This year we’ve seen a great
deal of action up at the
Lookout and we don’t just
mean the swimmer rescued
off The Strangles , the two
yachts saved from losing
their keels in the harbour
or even the expensive lost
property we were able to
help re-unite with their
owners.
Sharp eyes up on
Willapark have spotted
Foxes, Seals, Dolphins
and Porpoises, (in fact,
according to a recent
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Cetacean survey, Boscastle
recorded
the
highest
number of identifiable
different species in the
county) as well as Kestrels,
Peregrines,
Stonechats,
Twite, together with various
species of Visitorious
Walkerus in a variety of
colours and with varying
degrees of appropriate kit.

Urchins

On the social side our
Table Top Sale in August
and the Summer Barbecue
were well attended and
we were delighted to play
our part in local activities
by manning the Car
Parks for the Boscastle
Festival and attending the
Remembrance Day service
at the Methodist Church.
By the time you read this
we should have installed
our new Wind Generator
system to ensure a secure
power supply during the
winter months and had a
briefing from Devon &
Cornwall Police on Project
Kraken, looking out for
any unusual activities along
our coast.
We are all looking
forward to our Christmas
Party. During the quieter
winter months is an ideal
time to welcome and to
train new volunteers and
we would be delighted to
add to our numbers. So,
if you are interested in
spending a few hours each
month looking out for
others, then please call our
Manager, John Davis, on
07791761502.
In the meantime, Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year from us all.
MW

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering

01840 250800

• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
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MP, Dan Rogerson writes:
As you will all have heard, the major
news story on our screens last week
was the flooding which swept across
our region. The damage which has
been done has cost local businesses and
residents millions of pounds and will
undoubtedly have devastated people’s
lives. The long-term effects of this
event are yet to be seen; we can only
hope that, together, we will be able to
work to help those who have seen the
worst outcomes. With that said, I feel
it would be only right to congratulate
the efforts of the emergency services,
Environment Agency and Cornwall
Council in tackling the problems.
In the midst of all the horror stories
during the flooding, I have heard of
the extraordinary acts of heroism of
ordinary people who have taken up
the mantle to help friends, neighbours
and, in many cases, complete
strangers. These acts of compassion
are a true marker of the strength of
our local communities.
I would also like to welcome
the government’s quick and
direct response to our problems.
Immediately after the flooding
Cornwall received visits from the
Environment Secretary Caroline
Spelman, the Prime Minister and
the Duke of Cornwall. In addition
to Government pledges to provide
whatever resources we might need
to repair the damage done, Prince
Charles also showed his support by
forming the Business Emergency
Recovery Group. This group will
bring the elite of Britain’s businesses
together to help provide the best
suggestions on how to carry out the
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reconstruction programs. I hope that
the Prince’s group will make a lasting
impact on the process.
In the ongoing fight to protect
local services from short term local
authority decisions, I am incredibly
impressed with what the people of
Camelford and the surrounding
parishes have achieved in their
campaign to prevent the closure of
their leisure centre. Although there
are mixed messages from the Council
about how much support is now on
offer we can use this time to continue
to campaign to protect this important
local facility. I will be carefully
monitoring the planned cuts and will
oppose any which I feel will unfairly
impact on the communities of North
Cornwall.
On other news, I am deeply
saddened that the efforts which my
colleagues and I made to amend the
Parliamentary Voting Systems and
Constituencies Bill in the House of
Commons were unsuccessful. If this
Bill is passed through the House of
Lords in its current form it will most
likely mean that one parliamentary
constituency will be formed which
includes communities from Devon
and Cornwall, while five others will
be wholly within the Duchy. For me,
this proposal is unjustifiable. The
border with Devon is historic and
should be respected by Parliament.
Many of my constituents have come
to me to express their views over the
proposed change, and I am concerned
that some ministers are ignorant of
the importance of their bill to people
in Cornwall. This is however, not the
end of our struggle; the amendment
was only lost by 315 votes to 257.
Together, we can continue to push
for the inclusion of our amendment
in the Bill in the House of Lords.
I will campaign for this and have
already met peers to lobby them. I
hope that we can persuade the Lords
that Cornwall’s position is unique.
I have also questioned Richard
Benyon MP, the Minister responsible
continued on facing page

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access

MP, Dan Rogerson
continues::

for water issues, regarding
water pricing for the
South West when he
appeared before the select
committee of which I am
a member. I reiterated
the expectations of my
constituents for a fairer
settlement following on
from the Walker Review of
water charging next year.
He seems to understand
that simply moving money
from one set of bill payers
in the South West to
another is not a sufficient
solution and that we need
to see this as a national
issue requiring a national
answer. I await his response
to the Review.
If anyone needs my help
or would like to comment
on an issue, please contact
my constituency office on
01566 777123 contact@
danrogerson.org or at 4
Tower Street, Launceston
PL15 8BQ.

It has been a very busy few months for
Boscastle WI starting in September with
a flower-arranging demonstration by Janet
Crossman. Our members were asked to
guess the titles of the arrangements, which
were afterwards raffled to the delight of the
lucky winners.
We then played host to sixty WI
members from all over the county who
were paying a visit to the village. Feedback
was very complimentary from all those
who came.
Before we could draw breath it was
then the Food and Craft weekend which is
always great fun but hard work for all who
participate in it. It proved very successful
for us and we would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who supported us in our
endeavours.
Our October meeting proved very
relaxing after all the previous events. The
speaker was Alice Brown who spoke on the
mechanics of the voice and played music
by five different artistes to emphasise the
variation in voices. We were treated to
recordings by Kathleen Ferrier and Willard
White to name but two, and a most
enjoyable afternoon passed, just letting the
music do the talking.

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836

November saw us preparing for
Christmas with a demonstration of
novelty cooking from Jane Mills;
once more, the luckier members were
able to take home what had been
prepared.
December will be our Christmas
meeting where we enjoy a high tea
prepared by the committee, some fun
games, and music provided this year
by Maria Nicholls.
As well as the above, members have
at various times attended a Fashion
Show in Launceston, where the models
were WI members, have provided shoe
boxes for the Operation Christmas
Child appeal, and have attended the
County Autumn meeting held in
Truro. We have planned a Christmas
shopping expedition to Truro at the
end of November and have started a
winter coffee club which is held on the
last Tuesday morning of each month
at the home of a different member:
a chance for a chat, a cuppa and no
formalities.
As you can see from the above we
continue to flourish but new members
are always welcome. We meet in
Boscastle Village Hall on the second
Tuesday of the month, starting at 7.30
p.m. from March to October, and
2.00 p.m. during the winter months.
Come and join us!
SV

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches
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From the Methodist
Minister
As I write I am pondering
on the things that are
happening around us in
the world. In the news
is the attrition between
North and South Korea,
the continuing conflict in
Afghanistan, the financial
situations in Ireland,
concerns about Iran’s use
of nuclear power, student
protests in this country.
Yet amidst all these issues
we will be Celebrating the
intervention of God into
human affairs through the
Birth of Jesus at Christmas.
With the Celebration
comes a message of love
– God’s love for us which
he hopes we will share with
each other – and peace for
all people, which we can
take with us into the New
Year.
In recent weeks I have
heard of two instances
where Christmas Carols
have united enemies for
a short while. From the
Franco-Prussian
War,
and the 1st World War
there are stories of where
the enemy recognised
the tunes that were being
sung as Christmas Carols,
and joined in the singing
despite their differences.
These stories should
cause us to think about
our approach to life and
living at our individual and
international levels. In the
midst of problems we do
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not always tend to look
beyond ourselves and see
a bigger picture – God’s
picture.
Writing to the Christians
in Ephesus on this matter
of seeing beyond ourselves
Paul the apostle wrote:–
“To him who by means
of his power working in us
is able to do much more
than we can ever ask for,
or even think of to God be
the glory --- for all time.”
(Ephesians 3 verse 20)
The story of Christmas
has interesting potential
for us all.
We welcome everyone
to join in the Christmas
Celebrations
at
our
Boscastle
Methodist
Church, listed below.
We wish you all a very
Happy Christmas, and
Happiness and Peace in the
New Year.
Rev. Bryan Ede

Sunday 19th December
The Village Carol
Service at 4p.m.
Wed. 22nd December
Community Carols with
St. Gennys Band at
7p.m.
Christmas Day
Christmas Communion
Service at 9.30a.m.
Contact Details:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole, PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818

Dear Friends

‘I don’t know what I want!’
How often have you had
that response from family
and friends when you ask
them what they might like
for Christmas: ‘I don’t know
what I want!’ is the response
that I seem to be getting
this year from everybody, or
the alternative which also
happens ‘Well surprise me!’
or ‘I don’t need anything at
all!’ These latter two really
fill me with dread, as I feel
the responsibility pushing
down on my shoulders, the
‘pressure’ of finding just the
right item, especially when
there are only a few days
left to get it right.

I am sure that I am
not alone in this respect
– so several years ago
Margaret and I decided
that during the year, if we
saw something that was
really suitable for a person
then we would buy it there
and then, and more often
than not this works really
well, until you look at all
that you have bought over

the year and try and work
out who your bought each
item for.
But life itself is a lot like
this, we often really don’t
know ourselves what it is
that we want in and from
life, or how to discover
what it is that we need. The
Church of England when
it is looking at discerning
whether or not somebody
has a vocation to become
a Priest asks very similar
questions. ‘What do you
want in your life?’ and
also ‘Why do you want it?’
Quite difficult questions
to answer, and ones that
really require a great deal
of thought and prayer.
They are questions which
are often very difficult to
articulate as many of us
do not like to talk openly
about our faith to other
people. But why not? Why
do we find it so difficult to
talk openly to others about
who we are, and what we
believe in? As Christians
this is exactly what we
should be doing, talking

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk

to everybody that we can
about how it is that Christ
has saved us, and how we
can now serve him to bring
about His Kingdom.
When was the last time
that you talked about
faith?
Have you ever talked
openly about your own
faith?
These
two
simple
questions make many
people
uncomfortable,
they don’t like opening up,
they don’t like sharing their
story with others, they
find it extremely difficult
to find the right words to
say, they also find it very
difficult to find somebody
to talk too, somebody that
they can trust to listen
to them without being
judgemental.
So this Christmas try
and find an opportunity
to talk to somebody about
these issues, but perhaps
even more importantly if
you know of anybody who
is alone at this season, go
and talk to them about
life in all its richness, and
listen to their story as

well. It is in the sharing of
our personal stories that we
really get to know each other
and also obtain a glimpse
of the Kingdom of Christ
here on earth. This is our
life and nobody can live it
for us, and this is also our
community and we need
to work together to enrich
that community and make
it strong and secure. So that
in the end we can answer the
question ‘What do you want
in your life?’ with positive
thoughts and actions and not
with the words ‘I don’t know
what I want!’
May you all find the
answers to this question and
live out your lives in the
fullness that God intended
for you.
May Margaret, Matthew,
Rebecca and I wish you all
God’s blessings for a peaceful
and joyful Christmas and
New Year.
Yours in Christ
Fr Robert

Contact Details:
Fr Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service

Hazel Mee

It is with much sadness
to report the passing of
a much loved person,
Hazel Mee.
Hazel died on August
the 27th after battling
cancer for 18 months.
Hazel
ran
the
Bottreaux House Hotel
in Boscastle between
1992 and 2002 with her
husband Graham.
Hazel’s career had
been in nursing which
started at the Gertrudes
Children’s Hospital in
Nairobi, Kenya when
she was 16, at 18 she
returned to England
to gain her SRN at the
Royal Berks Hospital
In Reading and by
the time she retired in
1993 she was a Senior
Nurse Manager in the
Coventry Area Health
Authority.

On her retirement she
was able to devote her
time with Graham to the
upgrading of the Bottreaux
Hotel, and over the years
she was known for the
genuine love she had for
all the people she met, she
cared about everyone and
someone else’s troubles she
wanted to share.
And each year Hazel
enjoyed
running
the
Christmas Party at the
hotel for a number of the
local pensioners.
Graham would like
to thank all those people
in Boscastle and the area
who made Hazel’s life
there so enjoyable, it was
undoubtedly the best
period of our 34 years
together.
She will be sadly
missed.
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Joan Leeds 1917 - 2010

The Thanksgiving Service
for the life of Mrs.Joan
(Fran) Leeds was held at
Saint Petroc’s Church,
Trevalga on October 1st and
was beautifully conducted
by Father Robert Thewsey.
Joan died after a short
illness on 20th September
aged 93 years.
Joan was born in
Doncaster in 1917, and her
father, who was a captain in
the Durham Light Infantry
was killed in action the
same year. Her mother
Laura, became a wealthy
socialite widow, not really
wanting the responsibility
of a small child so Joan’s
was a sad childhood, always
being dumped on others
or in boarding school.
She trained as a teacher
in Bedford and achieved
the National Froebel
Foundation
Certificate
and started her career in
teaching.
Joan and Bill were
married in 1940 and as
was the custom in those
days, had four children in
quick succession, all boys,
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the youngest being Nick.
His
first
childhood
memories of their home
was of a tiny shack with no
electric or bathroom and his
Mother working her fingers
to the bone looking after
100’s of chickens and geese
and a pig, while his Dad
was at work in Gloucester.
Joan’s daughter Joanna was
born after a 10 year gap
and after various moves
around the Gloucester area
Joan, Bill and Jo ended
up in Boscastle, Cornwall
moving into Tolcarne in
1967.
Everybody who knew
Joan appreciated what a
very special person she was.
It was not long before she
became very much involved
in every aspect of the village
life.As well as the general
running of the hotel, of
which she had no previous
experience , she cooked and
cleaned and looked after
the garden and still found
the time to be very active
within the village. She took
over from Barbara Weller
as Enrolling Member of

the Mothers Union and
also became the first media
representative (in a Mary
Whitehouse type role)
for the county, involving
trips up to London etc.
She was also very involved
within The Conservative
Association and of course,
especially the Church and
Truro Cathedral. Later
she became involved with
Meals on Wheels, helping
in the kitchen and later
delivering them and was
still doing it in her 70’s
as well as organising all
the minibus trips for Age
Concern.
She has worked hard all
her life and after Bill died
in 1981, was determined
to wear her self out so that
she could join him more
quickly. As she became
older and thought of
retiring, their son Roger
moved down and planned
to take over the hotel from
them but sadly, he died after
a road accident in 1974. A
couple of years later, when
things were getting bad and
Joan needed to rest, Nick
moved down to help out.
He took over the running
of the Hotel and bought St
Lucia for Joan and Bill.
After
moving
to
Willapark Liz and Nick
made a home for Joan there
as well - she always said that
those were the happiest
days of her life and Liz and
Nick feel privileged to have
had her close to them there
for 18 years. Joan loved
her garden, walks around
Rocky Valley and along the
cliffs. She particularly loved
the sea and the beach and

bought her last surf board
not long before her 80th
birthday. Imagine, a woman
in her 80’s with high blood
pressure, walking stick
and surf-board, climbing
up and down to Bossiney
Cove or Benoath. She also
loved travel and did a lot
of it. There were a number
of trips to south Africa to
visit her son, Mike and
his family and numerous
holidays in Europe and the
UK.
When
eventually
Willapark was sold, Joan
chose to move to the
Eirenikon in Tintagel.
She was determined that
she was not going to be a
burden to any of her family.
The family wish to thank
everyone at Eirenikon for
the loving care she received
there.
Joan had a long and very
eventful life, sometimes
tinged
with
sadness,
always working for others.
She ploughed doggedly
through every trial and
tribulation and never ever
complained. She loved
and was very proud of her
family and had a great sense
of humour. She was a deep
thinker and a very spiritual
person her faith being of
paramount
importance
to her, so it will comfort
all her family and friends
to know that she can now
rest, and be reunited at
last, with other loved ones.
Funeral
arrangements
were by Stephens and
Harris
of
Delabole.
Donations to Cornwall Air
Ambulance can be sent to
them, in memory of Joan.

Keith Jones

On Golden Cap, Dorset, April 1987

Keith was born in Rochester.
His father was in charge of
the Post Office at Chatham
and was awarded the BEM
for work undertaken during
the war.
Keith was evacuated
to Wales with his older
brother Roy which he most
enjoyed and learned to
speak Welsh.
He was later conscripted
into the accounts branch
of the RAF and had to
ride shotgun on visits to
the bank but he was never
given any bullets!!!!
Keith
subsequently
qualified as an accountant.
He moved to Hampshire
to work in that profession
in Ordnance Survey.
After his first wife June
died in 1983, a colleague
suggested that Keith should
join the local ramblers.
He did so and on his first
ramble (a bank holiday)
there was a complete last
minute change to the
walk as the train times

had changed and the Rose
Gardens were closed. At the
end of the walk he asked if
he could give anyone a lift
and Esme accepted. They
were married two years
later and spent the next
twenty five years together.
Keith became stepfather
to Esther, Geoffrey and
Russell and grandfather to
Tamsin and Josephine.
Esme describes Keith as
a kind and loving husband,
always keen to help other
people. He was secretary
to Southampton Ramblers
for six years and the couple
enjoyed many lovely walks
together. They both felt that
their greatest achievement
was completing the South
West coastal path, often
walking to a real ale pub
and then returning to the
car and this in fact meant
that they nearly walked the
path twice!!!
In addition to this Keith
and Esme walked thousands
of miles and climbed to the

top of Snowdon and Ben
Nevis. On the top of Ben
Nevis they heard a voice
saying ‘I don’t believe it’
and this turned out to be
Sue and her husband ~ she
was the colleague who had
advised him to join the
ramblers!!
All the thousands of
miles they walked together
were very enjoyable - all
be it with a few blisters!!!!
Esme sometimes felt she

had to walk seven or eight
miles for her lunch but it
was worth it.
Keith enjoyed his
eighteen years in Boscastle
where everyone was so
kind and friendly. He
was treasurer of the Royal
British Legion for six years,
played short mat bowls and
loved helping at the book
stall for the Air Ambulance
jumble sales.
Unfortunately
he
had been confined to a
wheelchair for the last
four years but showed
every consideration to
his carers and always
thanked everyone. He
seldom complained of his
disabilities.
Keith will be sorely
missed but Esme is thankful
that he is no longer shaking
nor in pain.
Esme
would
like
to thank the doctors,
nurses, carers, friends and
neighbours who have been
a tremendous help over the
past four years. Also thank
you for the donations in
Keith’s memory; £750
has been raised for the
Parkinson’s Society.

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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The latest edition of the
Otterham & St Juliot
Calendar is now on sale.
Produced as a result of the
photographic exhibition
held in the Hall on
19thSeptember, the 2011
calendar
has
thirteen
stunning photographs that
are the public’s choice. As
with the photo exhibition,
the calendar is supported
by Barclays Bank which,
through
its
Matched
Fundraising Programme,
will match the profits
made from the sale of this
calendar.

Two copies of the
calendar were presented to
Sue Morey of St Clether,
(pictured below) who took
the winning photograph,
and one to holiday-maker
Debby Forde of High
Wycombe, who took the
second-placed photograph.
The
calendar
is
available through the
Hall’s website at: www.
otterhamandstjuliothall.
org from Marshgate Stores
or from selected events at
the Hall.
Peter Richards

Clockwise from top: The 2011
calendar; Debby Forde’s second placed
photo; Sue Morley receiving her first
prize; Sue Morley’s winning photo;
Youngest entrant Charlotte points to
her photograph of twin foals that came
fifth overall in the competition.
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COASTGUARD REPORT

Hello Readers since my
last report we have had
sixteen callouts.
11/4/10 12:53 Falmouth
paged team: Assist Bude team
in a search at Widemouth
bay for body parts which
were reported to have washed
up on the beach. Nothing
found. 15:22 returned to
station. In Attendance:
D.Roots-N.Jones-J.GarrodF.Hegarty-A.WilliamsD.Williams-M.Smith.
15/4/10 15:40 Falmouth
paged team: Assist in
recovering
a
casualty
who had collapsed near
Strangles beach. Also on
scene Bude CRT. The
casualty was transferred
to a waiting ambulance
and taken to Derriford
Hospital. 17:23 returned
to station. In Attendance
D.Roots-N.Jones-J.GarrodD.Williams-M.Smith.
21/6/10 13:45 Falmouth
paged team: Search for
missing angler at Penhallick
point. Also on scene Matt
Pavett NC Sector Manager,

Port Issac ILB, Rescue 193
& Port Issac CRT. Nothing
found returned to station
15:56.
In
Attendance
L.Siford- D.Roots-N.JonesJ.Garrod-T. Partrick.
28/6/10 11:32 Falmouth
paged team: Swimmer
in trouble at Strangles
beach,Rescue169 on scene
& Bude ILB. The swimmer
was picked up by a passing
fishing boat and airlifted
to
Stratton
Hospital.
Returned to station 13:00.
In Attendance L.SifordD.Roots-A.WilliamsD.Williams-J.GarrodT.Partrick.
6/7/10
11:07
Paged
by
Falmouth:
Assist
Ambulance crew at Valency
Valley lady with broken
ankle. Returned to station
12:47.
In
Attendance
L.Siford- D.Roots- N.JonesM.Smith- J.Garrod.
7/7/10 22:58
Falmouth
paged team: 28ft yacht
hit rocks trying to get into
Boscastle Harbour and
sunk in the entrance all

crew members got of safe.
returned to station 01:50.
In Attendance L.SifordD.Roots-D.WilliamsJ.Garrod-M.SmithA.Williams- N.Jones.
16/7/10 19:27 Falmouth
called Les Siford, team
paged:
Missing
child
Trebarwith Strand. 19:35
Stood down, child found.
In Attendance L.SifordD.Roots-J.Garrod-MSmithF.Hegarty-D.Williams.
21/7/10 12:05 Falmouth
paged
team:
Assist
Ambulance crew Glebe Cliff
lady with broken ankle.
In Attendance L.SifordN.Jones- M.Smith- J.Garrod
and Matt Pavett NCSM.
6/8/10 12:02 Falmouth
paged team: Dog stuck on
the cliff at Tintagel Castle,the
dog was rescued by the team.
Returned to station 13:15.
In Attendance L.SifordD.Roots-D.WilliamsJ.Garrod-A.WilliamsT.Partrick.
11/8/10 14:36 Falmouth
paged team: Lift and carry
at Strangles Beach, 60yr
old lady stood on a weaver
fish she was airlifted by air
ambulance to Barnstable
Hospital. Returned to
station 17:30. In Attendance
L.Siford-D.Roots-N.JonesD.Williams-J.GarrodF.Hegarty-T. Partrick.
16/8/10 13:38 Falmouth
paged
team:
Assist
ambulance crew with a lift
and carry at Bossiney. The
casualty had a suspected
broken leg; when the team
arrived on scene thay were
stood down. Returned to
station 14:23. In Attendance
D.Roots- N.Jones-M.SmithJ.Garrod- T. Partrick.
24/8/10 13:14 Falmouth
paged
team:
Assist
ambulance crew with a
collapsed male on the cliff

path at Tintagel Castle
also on scenw rescue 193.
Returned to station 14:25.
In Attendance D.Roots- T.
Partrick- F.Hegarty.
29/8/10 18:49 Falmouth
paged team: Possible 2
persons cut off by the tide at
Hole Beach. In Attendance
D.Roots-N.Jones-M.SmithJ.Garrod. On returning
to station the team were
called on again by radio
from Falmouth possible 3
persons in trouble in a boat
in the entrance to Boscastle
Harbour but all 3 persons
were ok. Returned to station
19:44.
In
Attendance
D.Roots-N.Jones- M.SmithJ.Garrod,
28/9/10 22:08 Falmouth
paged team: Report of a
missing person between
Boscastle
and
Bude.
Searches were carried out
along the coast by teams
from Boscastle, Port Issac
and Bude, nothing found.
The casualty was later found
in the Wellington Hotel at
00:50am all teams stood
down. Returned to station
02:03am. In Attendance
L.Siford-D.Roots-N.JonesD.Williams-J.GarrodA.Williams-T.PartrickM.Smith-Matt Pavett NCSPort Issac CRT- Bude CRT.
21/11/10 17:35 Falmouth
paged
team:
Possible
persons cut off by the tide
at Trebarwith Strand the
persons were contacted
and were happy to carry on
fishing and wait for the tide
to go out and was not in any
danger. Returned to station
19:00 In Attendance
L.Siford-D.WilliamsJ.Garrod-N.JonesM.Smith- F.Hegarty.
Until the next time take
care on our Coastline
Les Siford
Station Officer Bocastle.
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TINTAGEL ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
The Charity concert held
in the splendid setting of
King Arthur’s Great Hall
(by kind permission of The
King Arthur Lodge) on
Sunday the 7th was a very
special occasion, Tintagel
Orpheus Male Voice Choir
and guest Choir the Mini
Minstrels set the scene for
the afternoon when they
began by singing ‘Rise Up
& Shine’ and rise up and
shine they did, following
on from this Tintagel
Orpheus Male Voice Choir
sang ever popular ‘The
White Rose’, and ‘Stout
Hearted Men’, the Mini
Minstrels continued with
‘The Skye Boat Song and
‘Come Follow the Band.,
each Choir continued to
alternate for the rest of the
concert , the Mini Minstrels
delighted everyone with
Hallelujah’ and 42nd
Street and as an encore
‘The Peanut Vendor’.
Tintagel
Orpheus
Male Voice Choir sang,
among
others
‘You’ll
Never Walk Alone’ ‘The
Lord is my Shepherd’

(to the arrangement as
popularised by ‘The Vicar
of Dibley’), ‘The Saints’
and ‘An America Trilogy’ (
in which accompanist Alan
Dawe excelled himself )
and to conclude this
memorable afternoon both
Choirs joined to sing a very
moving rendition of ‘Peace
Song’
The Mini Minstrels,
Musical Director Veronica
Jones, Accompanist Penny
Barclay, were formed in
2003 at the Minstrels
Music Centre Canworthy
Water. Their ages range
from 6 to 17. They enjoy
singing a variety of musical
styles from classical to blues
and sing in Churches and
Chapels for charities.
Tintagel Orpheus Male
Voice Choir, whose age
range is slightly older were
pleased to share the stage
with such talented young
people, hopefully some of
whom will become good
male voice choir members
one day, Penny Barclay
is their Musical Director.
The Choir are committed

Pickwick
Antiques

to promoting Male Voice
singing are continually
supporting
charitable
causes.
The BBC provide some
funding for the Choir,
encourage links with
young people and have
made possible some extra
tuition for Choir members
all contributing to the
quality of their singing and
providing much enjoyment
to Choir members and
audience alike
Compère
for
the
Concert was very well
known Tamsin Thomas
who was a reporter for
BBC Radio Cornwall and
is now the South West Area
fundraiser for the RNLI,
she was and excellent
compère, read a poem
by David Prouse entitled
‘Sundays were Special’ and
said she felt this Sunday
was very special, Tamsin
remembered that in her time
with BBC Radio Cornwall
she visited Tintagel when
she presented a programme
entitled ‘Through my Front
Door’ and listening to
Tintagel Choir sing then.
During the interval tea
& home made biscuits
were served and an original
painting and two prints
of the Choir by local

caricaturist Rose Hitchins
were auctioned raising
some £130 for the chosen
charities. The pictures and
prints werecommissioned
and donated by Alan Dawe.
The raffle which consisted
of some super prizes all
generously donated was
drawn.
Continuing with the
theme of young people
the chosen charities were
the Children’s Clinic for
Cornwall and SOFT UK.
Choir
Chairman
George Jose expressed
sincere thanks to everyone
who had contributed to
such a successful afternoon
and presented the Mini
Minstrels with a large box
of sweets, a cheque for
£500 was presented to
Tamsin Thomas for the
local branch of the RNLI,
£500 to the Children’s
Clinic, this was gratefully
accepted by their principle
Kate Hands and a further
cheque for £500 is to be
forwarded to SOFT UK.
The
Choir
will
resume practises after
their Christmas recess
on Tuesday January 12th,
the practises are held
in Tintagel Methodist
schoolroom from 7.15pm,
new members are always
welcome.

The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
If you are looking for a special gift or memento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!
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Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

Howard Jacobson wins the 2010 Man Booker Literary prize

If you ask the question
‘Which
well
known
author spent some time in
Boscastle?’ you’re likely to
receive a blank stare or if
you’re in luck the answer
of Thomas Hardy. A few
literary souls may even
come up with the name of
the Rev Thomas Hawker
but the list is likely to dry
up at that point. Well, no
longer – since Howard
Jacobson’s most recent
novel The Finckler Question
has, against stiff opposition
and to a loud murmur of
‘not before his time’ won
this year’s Man Booker
prize.
Howard was born in
Manchester in 1942 and
gained a scholarship to
Manchester
Grammar

– a school requiring
intellectual ability rather
than the mere social
connections and financial
assets of its intellectual
inferiors Eton and Harrow.
He studied English under
the renowned F R Leavis
at Cambridge and was
subsequently a University
Lecturer in Melbourne. He
lived in Boscastle for about
12 years until the mid
eighties with his then wife
Ros, initially in Harbour
Terrace. Ros was Australian,
and as formidable a
personality as Howard,
and ran a clothes and craft
centre in what is now Rob
and Teresa’s leather shop
with a small restaurant on
the floor above.
There was discussion
at one time of turning
this restaurant into an upmarket eatery along the
lines of Rick Steins. Ros
spent her time looking after
the business with the help
of Trixie Penfound while
Howard spent time in their
flat two floors above the
shop writing his first novel
Coming From Behind. This
was published in 1983 and
was a comedy based on his
experiences of attempting

to teach reluctant students
in a Northern Polytechnic.
Over
the
ensuing
years Howard has become
something of a polymath
– appearing frequently on
television and radio as a
social commentator. He
has produced a significant
number of further novels
and several television
programmes
including
Roots Schmoots ( which
explored his family’s origins
) and Seriously Funny.
While others may have
dubbed him ‘the English
Philip Roth’ he has recently
described himself as ‘the
Jewish Jane Austen’!
He has been a writer
for the art journal Modern
Painters and simultaneously
acted as a TV critic. He
has also produced
a column for the
Guardian in which
from
time
to
time his period of
Cornish immersion
is revisited in articles
which demonstrate
significant personal
knowledge of West
Country
village
ways.
Congratulations
to Howard from

one of your former alma
maters. I suspect the village
has changed so much you’d
hardly recognise it – but
I’m absolutely certain that
would give you something
else to write about and
make us laugh – albeit a
little thoughtfully. Plus ca
change in Boscastle? Oh
yes it does. Here’s to your
well deserved success - just
keep writing the articles
and books and remember
that nothing gives me
more pleasure than the
ritual of needing to consult
a dictionary when I read
them. Pity we didn’t get
that ‘foody’ restaurant
though. Perhaps we should
start a collection for a blue
plaque down at Harbour
Terrace?
CJ

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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News from
School
As always life has been very
busy at school this term.
We started the new school
year with the news that we
had been invited to join
‘Sing Up International’.
This is an extension of the
Sing Up we participated in
last June where we sang at
the Hall for Cornwall. Our
singing was so impressive
that we were one of only
five primary schools in
the county selected for
the international sing up.
The main aims behind
the project are to raise
the standard of singing in
the schools involved and
to build links with other
countries through singing.
The Cornish group has
been
partnered
with
Kenya. We will be singing
Cornish Songs (some in
Cornish), Kenyan songs,
and songs that have been

especially commissioned
for this project.
At
the
beginning
of November we were
delighted to meet with a
teacher (Mary), a pupil
(Ebby) and a rock star (Bein)
from Kenya. We had a
brilliant afternoon teaching
them a Cornish song and
dance and learning some
Kenyan songs including
Hakuna Matata – which
we recognised from The
Lion King. In the evening,
teachers from the other
schools came to join us at
The Wellington for a meal
and get together. As it was
a Wednesday night our
visitors also sang a song
with the regular singers
which was a great success.
We have also worked
with members of the
Cornish group Dalla to
learn a song and dance
about Bal Maidens which
we will be performing in
March along with the other
schools.

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our
own boat ‘Mary D’ Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich,
boxed to take home or even alive.
We also have a selection of wet fish, Mussels, Oysters and
award winning smoked fish. Coffee, cakes and lots more.
Situated at the top of the village on the main road
between the Pea Pod Gallery and the petrol station
just behind the red and white ice-cream shop.

Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3SB

01208 880849
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In the new year we will
attending more workshops
and sending recordings to
Mary & Ebby’s school in
Kenya. The project will end
in March with a concert
somewhere in Cornwall to
share our new repertoire!
Class two children have
been studying Islands this
term and have looked at
Anglesey, Islay, the Isle of
Wight and our own local
island - Lundy. They have
also been investigating
Rivers of the World in their
topic work: The River Nile,
River Amazon, Mississippi
River and the River Danube
and comparing them with
the River Fowey. Before
Christmas the children
will be visiting the source,
middle stage and the mouth
of the River Fowey to look
at the features of a river and
to take measurements of
the speed, width and depth
of the water along with a
cross section. They will also
be looking at the river and
bridge in Lostwithiel which
has been featured in the
national news recently. The
children are thoroughly
enjoying their topic and
are writing an information
booklet about World
Rivers.
As you will know from
previous articles, we like
to take our children on
residential trips to broaden
their experiences. This year
we definitely surprised
Class 3 by telling them
we have organised a trip
to London! We will be
travelling to the big city by
train in April for three very
full days: visiting museums,
the House of Parliament
and the Neasden Hindu
Temple, doing a Duck

Tour and watching the
Lion King. I am sure the
children will have plenty
to report back in a future
edition of the Blowhole.
As I write this, some
of our children are
participating in the St
Austell Speech and Music
Festival. We will report the
results in the next article
but we had a lovely moment
on Wednesday when one
of the organisers realised
that some of our Year Six
children had just performed
for the last time. He made a
point of calling our children
to the front of the stage
and thanking them for
contributing for so many
years, for setting such a fine
example to other schools
and especially to other boys
and for the consistently
high standard of their
performances. I know the
children appreciated being
appreciated!!
We are just about to
launch into Christmas
now: so the glue and glitter
supplies have been topped
up and we are learning
some new songs for our
carol service. We also have
another activities afternoon
planned where we hope
Mums and Dads will come
and join us. We are keeping
school going until 4.00pm
that day so that we will be
able to sing carols around
our school Christmas tree
when it is dark enough
for the light to twinkle
properly! On that note, on
behalf of the whole school
may I wish you a happy
Christmas and peaceful
New Year.

BOSCASTLE PLAYGROUP SAFARI SUPPER.
Another successful evening
was had around the village
for our safari supper in
November. We raised
£867.
Firstly we would like to
thank Malcolm & Lynn
Biddick for hosting the
sherry at their home, with
the help of Sandy, Joan and
Barbara. Thank you also to
the recreation centre for the
loan of tables and chairs,
and Matt for transporting
them about for us. Thanks
to Sandra Christie for all
your help, without both we
would not have been able
to hold the soup venue at
our new playgroup setting.
Thanks to Mark, Steve and
Liz for serving up the soup,
you did a grand job, and
to Nicola and Carolyn for
the good ‘front of house’
service. Thanks to Aunty
Lyn for the refreshments,
and thanks to our hard
working dish washing
ladies Emma and Karina.
We then went onto
the Cobweb Inn for a
superb carvery, thanks
to all the staff for your
support throughout the
evening, thanks to the bar
staff Emma and Abigail
for selling the raffle tickets
too.

Lastly
we
were
welcomed by Denise and
John Tillinghurst for the
puddings, which were
delicious, thanks to your
helpers Sally, Chris, Shirley
and John. The puddings
were donated by parents
and friends of playgroup,
along with the raffle prizes.
We thank you all for
your support. We ended
the evening back at the
Cobweb Inn with a raffle
and live music, all very
good.
We would like to share
our latest news with you,
we have been awarded
2nd place to Scarlets, the
Cornwall’s sustainability
building
awards,
for
all new buildings in
Cornwall, awarded to us at
Wadebridge showground
on December 3rd.
Once again I would
like to on behalf of the
playgroup thank everyone
for your ongoing support.
Carolyn Edwards.

01840 250418

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour village,
with its spectacular
Tel:
coast and countryside

01840 250412

● 9 ensuite Rooms
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501
THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE

“One word - fantastic”

Rooms with breakfast

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

- Davina & Paul 2008

Five star
Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys
Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk
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Correspondence
Rudgwick,
Dear Friends,

After 25 very happy years
in Boscastle it was with
great sadness that I left
on 12th November. There
are so many memories of
all that has happened and
the wonderful friends that
I have made during that
time. I will miss you all
more than can say.
It was lovely seeing so
many of you at my “bit of a
do” at Jane’s house and for
all the cards and gifts that
you gave me – wonderful
reminders of the good
times.
After a journey to
Sussex made in torrential
rain I am settling into life
with the family and I hope
that before long I will have
a place of my own and my
belongings can come out of
store. In the meantime, it
is a great joy being with the
grandchildren who ensure
that there is never a dull
moment!
I hope to return to
Boscastle in the spring and
look forward to seeing you
all then.
Love and best wishes
Daphne

My surprise 80th party
Well what a surprise
November the 20th was. I
thought I was going out
for a steak and what do I
get? Tim taking me out for
a sausage on a stick and
some birthday cake!!
Only kidding, I have
just experienced one of
the best evenings in my 80
years.
I would like to thank
everyone for making my
evening so special, also
for all the lovely gifts and
bottles of alcohol, of which
you must all have known I
was a wee bit partial too!!
We are also pleased to
say that we raised £80 for
the National Coastwatch
Institute
from
your
generous donations.
I am still trying to work
out how you all kept it
secret so well especially
Thomas and Morgan who
kept mentioning party
balloons every time I saw
them but I never twigged,
also Joe, who never said a
word, even that morning
when we did our morning
walk.
I would like personally
to thank Vanessa for all her

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

Jim Pickard
Wobbly Old Woman?

Yes, that’s me I suppose but
I wonder if I am alone in
finding it a real difficulty
to negotiate the new
footbridge over the Valency
to get to the footpath which
runs up through Peter’s
Wood.
To avoid future floods,
the new bridge has been

built higher than the old
one and you have to get
on and off it by steps. The
steps on the south side are
particularly steep and there
is no handrail and there are
absolutely no handy bushes
to hang on to.
I wrote to the County
Council,
the
people
responsible for bridges,
soon after the bridge was
replaced in early summer
of 2005 and got a dusty
answer and no action.
I walked it again on
Saturday 2nd October this
year and found it equally
intimidating,but was lucky
as two kind young girls
who were passing, gave me
a steadying hand. I have
resolved to try again to get
handrails put on the steps
and have written a few
more letters. Perhaps the
authorities may have a few
pounds left over from all
that money they spent on
the car park.
I may be a bit of a wimp
with slightly weak knees
and dodgy balance but
there are quite a lot like me
and we do like a walk in
the country.
Anne Barks,
St Gennys.

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC

Newhall Green
Near St Teath

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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hard work, with weeks of
organising and managing to
invite everyone without my
knowledge. I hear that she
was cooking solid for days,
also thanks to Heather and
Edith who worked wonders
on the Hall, transforming
it into my party venue
and helping all day with
preparing the delicious
food even returning to
offer help to tidy up in the
morning.
I am truly blessed to
have such fantastic friends
and family, to see a large
number of the village
and family out on a cold
November evening was
amazing.
So what is left to say but
thank you to you all and I’ll
see you on my 90th!!!

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

BosFest 2010: Bonanza payout for local
organisations
Local organisations and
good causes are to receive
about £8,000 as a result
of this year’s food, arts and
crafts festival, BosFest 2010.
The bumper payout comes
from almost record ticket
sales, attendance figures,
takings and sponsorship
deals.
“We’re
absolutely
delighted by the response
to this year’s festival,” said
Boscastle Chamber of
Commerce Treasurer, Chris
Searle, one of the main
organisers. “Every event,
from Walking Week in
April to the opening night
and the festival itself was
amazingly well supported.
All of the venues around
the village reported good
attendances during the
weekend and the free park
and ride bus service proved
extremely popular.”
The WI and the WRVS
have both generously
donated their share of the
profits to the new Play
School, which is one of the
main beneficiaries of this
year’s festival. Among other
organisations to benefit are
the cricket, football and
gig clubs, First Responders,
Coast Watch, Forrabury
Church and the Methodist

Chapel, the village halls,
the school and the art
group.
This year the chamber
of commerce was assisted
in the organisation of the
festival by Boscastle AFC,
Boscastle and Crackington
Gig Club, the Play School
and Boscastle C. P. School.
“We’re grateful to all
the organisations and
individuals who helped to
make the festival such a
success,” added Mr Searle.
“A lot of hard work by
a very small number of
people goes into organising
an event of this size and
without the added help and
support we’ve been given
this year it would have been
extremely difficult.”
The
weekend
of
st
nd
October 1 and 2 has
already been pencilled into
the diary for BosFest 2011
with the night of Thursday
September 29th earmarked
for the grand gala night
opening concert. And with
next year very much in
mind a public meeting has
been called in the Village
Hall on Tuesday January
11th at 7pm to discuss ideas
and proposals for the 2011
festival. The Rev. Mike
Parsons has agreed to be

in the chair and it’s hoped
as many organisations
as possible will be
represented, together with
individuals who would like
to be involved or simply
comment or come up with
ideas for future festivals.
Diary date: The first
event of the 2011 BosFest
season, Walking Week, gets
underway on April 3rd and
a detailed programme of
walks and events will be
available early in the New
Year. Denise Tillinghast,
the membership secretary
of the BCTC, is the main
organiser. Contact her
on 01840 250397, or the
Visitor Centre, 01840
250010.
More BCTC news: The
Chamber remains without
a permanent chair.

cardiology so that babies
with complex cardiac
conditions can have their
scans viewed live remotely
by the experts in Bristol.
There are two parents
rooming in rooms where
parents can stay on the unit
close to their baby.

Thank You

DT

Marion Ferrett would
like to pass on a big Thank
You to all the ladies who
knitted hats for the Neonatal Unit at the RCH
Truro. The 96 hats and 2
pillow-sized blankets were
very gratefully accepted and
more would be welcomed.
They
suggest
the
following for a pattern
for the blankets but your
own designs may be more
interesting to knit!

RCH Neonatal Unit

Pattern for Blanket

The neonatal unit at
Treliske provides full
medical neonatal intensive
care for babies of 26 weeks
gestation and above. They
admit around 500 babies,
and deliver around 800
intensive care days per
year.
The unit has 20 cots, of
which 4 are designated for
intensive care, 3 for high
dependency and 13 for
special care. These cots are
used flexibly depending on
the needs of the individual
patients.
Various
types
of
ventilation can be delivered
as well as total parental
nutrition and scanning
services are available on the
unit.
There is a telemedicine
link with Bristol paediatric

100 gram double knitting
wool (pastel colours
preferred)
1pair size 8 needles
1. Cast on 86 stitches.
2. Work 16 rows in
garter stitch.
3. Continue in stocking
stitch with garter
stitch border of 10
stitches per side.
4. When work measures
28’’ knit 16 rows in
garter stitch.
5. Cast off.
Repeat steps 1 to 5 as
often as you like!
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Bob Smith, Parish Clerk

At the end of December
Bob Smith steps down as
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Clerk, a post he
has held for the past nine
years.
Bob is one of those
increasingly rare beings
who has worked through
to retirement and beyond
from leaving school at
fifteen, beginning his
career as an engineering
apprentice and progressing
to
production
and
commercial management.
The eldest of three
brothers, he was born
in the village of Ebley,
in Gloucestershire, in
a house belonging to
his grandparents before
moving at the age of three
to nearby Stroud, where his
father was a gas inspector.
Passing his 11plus, Bob
revealed a technical bias
at an early age, attending
Stroud Boys’ Technical
School. A chance meeting
with a former school
master at football match
one Saturday afternoon
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got him an introduction
and apprenticeship in a
local engineering firm
which specialised in the
manufacture of overhead
travelling cranes and road
bridges.
So in 1953 began a
five year stint towards
journeyman status under
a fairly tough old boss,
“Flash” Gordon. Even
in his tender years Bob
displayed astute present
negotiating skills. Earning
the princely sum of just
£1.18s 6d per week (about
£1.85 today) he discovered
Flash had torn up a letter
from
his
employers’
federation promising a
wage increase. Piecing
together the evidence Bob
confronted his enraged boss
who initially shouted down
his upstart employee, but
then gave in. Bob became
the hero of the hour and
when finishing his stint,
had the satisfaction of
turning down the offer
of a permanent job. He
remembers
however,

receiving one piece of sage
advice: “There’s no such
thing as security, only
opportunity.”
Those were the days
when Britain still boasted
a thriving engineering
industry and it was
relatively easy for a young
man with Bob’s experience
and specialist skills in
draughtsmanship
and
costing to pick up jobs
elsewhere. On £15.15s per
week he was able to indulge
his delight in owning a BSA
500cc motorbike, a Morris
1000 and, look where it
led, his favourite car, the
fabled MGA sports car.
Leafleted in a car park
with an invitation to meet
up in a pub with other
MGA enthusiasts Bob first
ran into Pamela, whose then
fiance was also an owner.
Bob was meawhile working
for Walls Ice Cream, which
had its major plant centred
in Gloucester, employing
1500 people. Pam and he
married in 1969 at much
the same time as Bob
quit the draughtsman’s
office to become a buyer
in packaging. Such was

his success Bob could
dictate the colour of his
office walls - light blue,
the same paintwork as his
most revered aircraft, the
Spitfire.
The flying theme features
in Bob’s chosen pastime,
gliding, via Pamela, whose
area manager for Wella
hair products was a keen
follower of the pursuit.
Before long Bob became
hooked and served as
successively Secretary and
Treasurer for the local club
as well as becoming a gliding
instructor. Obtaining his
private pilot’s licence Bob
has enjoyed flying Cessnas
and other craft, micro
lights, hot air ballooning
and other arial delights.
Seduced by the promise
of a company car and all the
perks Bob was headhunted
by Jeffery’s Cornish Ice
Cream based in Bude, and
became the company’s
commercial manager. He
and Pam moved down to his
present address in Boscastle
in 1978 from which Pam
operates
a
successful
hairdressing salon. Their
son Ben was born in 1985

Bob Smith
in Freedom Fields Hospital
in Plymouth, daughter
Rachel in 1985 at Treliske.
Finally retiring from
full time management in
2000, Bob on over the post
in October 2001 under
the chairmanship of Mike
Hircock.
From playing a fairly
straightforward advisory
role at the beginning, the
amount of responsibility
placed on the Clerk has
steadily increased, peaking
during the advent of the
2004 Flood when the
Parish Council was heavily
involved in a welter of duties,
liaising with emergency
services, local authorities
and government agencies,
and the administration
of hundreds of thousands
of pounds in flood relief
donations.
Each year since has
brought a multiplicity
of challenges, and the
establishment of the new
Unitary Authority will
place fresh demands on
the role of the Clerk.

“I think“, says Bob, “the
title should be changed to
reflect a change in status,
how about Administration
Manager?” Advice to his
successor - the scope of
the job now requires, or
will soon require, full-time
devotion.
Thank you Bob, for
years of service. The very
best of good fortune for
you, Pamela and family.
Chris Rodda

Adrian Prescott,
Parish Clerk

The Parish Council is
pleased to announce the
appointment of Adrian
Prescott as new Parish
Clerk from January 2011.

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

Following a successful
career in senior management
with British Telecom,
Adrian moved with his wife
Anne and two daughters,
Louise and Katy, to Lower
Meadows B&B on Penally
Hill in May 2002. Despite
lack of previous experience,
he comments, the change
from technology to the
bed and breakfast business
has been the best thing he
has ever done.
Even being in the
direct path of the 2004
flood did not dampen
their enthusiasm. After an
eight-month gap for repair
and refurbishment Lower
Meadows has maintained
a Quality in Tourism fourstar Silver rating and gold
award from the Green
Tourism Business Scheme.
Adrian
feels
his
administrative
&
financial skills are amply
demonstrated by his 3
year stint as Chairman of
the Boscastle Chamber
of Trade and Commerce,
as well as Treasurer for
Forrabury and Minster
PCC. He also works at the
Boscastle Visitor Centre,
and is actively involved with
the Chamber promoting
the Food Arts and Crafts

Valency

Festival and the Boscastle
Walking Week.
The
Chamber
is
presently
hoping
to
engender local enthusiasm
and village celebrations as
well as provide additional
pleasure and entertainment
for tourists over this
Christmas period with late
night shopping and festive
decorations.
Boscastle
may
be
facing a possible decline in
tourist numbers, reflecting
the general economic
downturn, as well as
cut backs by Cornwall
Council
so
Adrian
believes all members of
the community need to
work together to preserve
and enhance its assets. He
thinks it important the
Parish Council emphasizes
and publicises its role in
developing and managing
local facilities and the
environment.
In his spare time,
Adrian enjoys walking his
Springer spaniel Hardy
and, when time permits,
reading. There is no
doubt his presence on the
Council will be a positive
link between the parish,
the business community,
and Boscastle residents.
CR

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”
Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397
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Jobs

Anne Rodda muses:
Tell us in your own words
precisely how you are the
best person for the post
of Fairy Godmother and
Principal Assistant to
Father Christmas……..
In
many
job
advertisements nowadays
it is fashionable to require
that
applicants
state
specifically in what ways
they see themselves as the
ideal person to fill the post
in question. It is wise to
bear in mind that possibly
some caution is required
when revealing personal
information about oneself
to the public at large, or
even a limited section of
the public, come to that.
Mind you, if you apply
for a job these days, bear
in mid that potential
employers are so severely
restricted in what questions
they may ask of you, thanks
to our all-embracing ,
all-encompassing health
and Safety Regulations,
Restrictions, Ramifications,
or whatever they are called
now, that it is amazing that
they can even ask for your
name. In fact, I’d better
check that out: perhaps
they can’t. I am sure I read
somewhere that it is no
longer lawful to ask either
one’s age or whether one has
children. Can this be true?
Does this mean that you
could in all innocence and
naivety end up unwittingly
employing a covert and
clandestine parent of some
fifteen offspring, all of
whom develop measles,
in sequence, rather than
simultaneously,
shortly
after the commencement
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of the contract? One might
never be afforded a glimpse
of the new employee for the
first year of the contract.
And on first viewing would
you be able to greet the
employee by name? Or
would that be deemed
over-invasive?
As one gets older and
further removed from the
early schooling of one’s
formative years, so it seems
that the details of one’s
early academic achievement
and, indeed, one’s early
’social’ experience become
somewhat less relevant.
The standard format of
the Curriculum Vitae,
drummed
remorselessly
into one by a succession
of well-meaning teachers,
is now doomed to lure
one up a false, deceptively
misleading path. Who needs
to know at this late stage of
affairs, even assuming I had
the temerity to assume that
I was a suitable applicant
for any post, that in 1954 I
was the proud recipient of,
amongst a number of other
what were deemed ’good
results’, a grade 1 in Biology.
This result might lead you
to deduce that I therefore
am in possession of what
the Oxford Dictionary
defines as ’the study of
living organisms, divided
into many specialised
fields that cover their
morphology, physiology,
anatomy, behaviour, origin
and distribution’. Pretty
comprehensive, eh? Sadly, I
have to reveal with a certain
degree of disappointment,
that the principal focus
of this detailed study was

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making
All Styles of Heading including
Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our
Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
Domestic
Cleaning

Boscastle 035

Holiday Home Management – Laundry Service
Property Maintenance – Drains cleared/Surveyed
Insurance Claims - ne
negotiated on your behalf
Local family business - small enough to care

Tel: 01840 250035
Email: boscastle035@gmail.com

Jobs

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

SU E

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

continued
largely confined to the
amoeba and the spirogyra,
so useful for ones future
social life, especially had
I been invited to join the
local Amoeba and Spirogyra
Club; which I wasn’t.
Unfortunately, the focus
on the reproductive life of
the mammal, which was of
course the main focus of
interest for young teenagers,
was rapidly covered in one
afternoon with reference
to the rabbit. This may
go some way towards
explaining why a number
of my contemporaries have
a penchant for white fur
as an accessory: I will not
give any details about how
it is worn, nor what kind of
interest it attracts.
Social rather than
academic achievement can
also figure largely in a well
written and gripping C.V.,
although I am to this day
unsure how influential it
was, (in an application
for a teaching post some
years ago) to reveal that my
success in the Girl Guide
movement had culminated
in my becoming Patrol
Second of the Blue Tit
Patrol. Not even Patrol
Leader, you might mutter.
And the two other patrols
were Wren and Swallow.
However, I was appointed
to the teaching post in
question, so some of you

might well question the
backgrounds of the other
candidates: and, yes, there
were other candidates,
before you ask.
Anyway, if they are so
fussy these days, what I
want to know is why there
are no apparent vacancies
for Mother Christmas,
and a Fairy Godfather, if
it comes to that. Once you
start messing about with
tradition, you do open a
can of worms. (Oh yes, we
did a fair bit of coverage
of the worm, during the
Biology course. I won’t
worry those of you of a
nervous disposition by
detailing the effects it had
on the social development
of some of the girls. Suffice
it to say, that many of them
have remained confused
about a number of
acceptable social practices.)
If there are out there any
potential employers who,
for whatever impenetrable
reason, should require
an employee with a
knowledge of the Pluperfect
Subjunctive, just get in
touch: my studies of A
Level Latin allowed me
to develop a rather overintimate
acquaintance
with the topic, although
I confess that as a job
requirement it probably
does not figure large in
many job descriptions.
AR

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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Gloria’s Seasonal Ramblings

One of the web pages I
visit is counting down to
Christmas – today there
are 42 days to go. By the
time I have finally dipped
my quill into the ink; there
will be a lot less! If their
idea is to encourage me to
get organised, all they have
achieved is panic. I have
already started puzzling
over what gifts to give
family and friends but I
have also been reminded of
some very strange presents
I received for Christmas,
in the past. However much
I told myself at the time ‘it’s the thought that counts’,
- having unwrapped the
strange gifts - with their
glittering, festive paper
and glitzy rosettes - I have
wondered what exactly that
‘thought’ could have been.
The
‘thoughtful’
Christmas presents remain

forever in my memory like the gramophone player
I received at age 13. I had
seen one in a friend’s home
– an electric Dancette,
made out of inferior wood
(commonly referred to as
‘orange box’) and covered
in red and white American
cloth (vinyl to you!) and
I made certain it was on
my ‘wish list’. Like today’s
iPods, it was the cutting
edge of technology - or so
I thought. Christmas day
dawned and there was a
large box, which must be the
longed-for Dancette – but
weight (sorry!) wait, it was
too heavy to be my record
player! It was dully black
and made of solid wood,
several pounds in weight,
and I could hear it smugly
saying ‘You don’t get record
players made like me these
days’. And it was correct,
for instead of having a
flexible electric cable to
plug into a socket, enabling
me to keep it vocal for
hours, it had an inflexible,
shiny chrome handle stuck
out of its side. All alone,

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions








For all bookkeeping requirements
Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
Year end accounts
VAT returns & filing
Self assessment tax returns & filing
PAYE and payroll
New business start up assistance

Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering
Regulations 2007
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it had travelled by train,
from Edinburgh– thanks
to the kind endeavours of
Grandmother. In ‘those
days’ you could take a
heavy parcel to the train
station and have it sent
by rail (I was completely
unaware she had taken
up weight training!!). It
may not have arrived
from China, like most of
today’s Christmas gifts,
but it was a much travelled
gramophone!! A whole
new world was opening up
to it, as the day was spent
laboriously winding it to
play the modern pop tunes
I owned. It must have been
amazed at these records,
the like of which it would
never have encountered
before, one of them had
more significance than the
rest, being ‘Sixteen Tons’!!
By the end of the day I
had the biggest blister on
my thumb, and arm strain
from lugging it around; the

bulky thing always seemed
to be in somebody’s way!!
If, by the end of Christmas
day, my parents were fed
up of hearing my miniscule
record collection, played
and replayed, it was no
more than they deserved!!
No headphones in ‘those
days’.
Many
years
later
however, Mother got her
own back. She must have
thought (there it is again
that ‘thought’) I was in need
of new underwear. I was
going through a dieting
phase – yet again, though
successfully this time.
Perhaps I had mentioned
the safety pin holding up
my knickers, no point in
buying new ones until
the dieting stopped (my
Scottish/Yorkshire genes
in play here perhaps!!). On
Christmas day I opened a
most exquisitely wrapped
present (they are the most
innocent looking when
wrapped in colourful glitzy
paper covered with rosettes
and glittering ribbons).
Inside were several pairs
of large white bloomers
– christened by the family
as ‘big knickers’!! Even

Gloria’s Seasonal Ramblings

before my diet they would
have been several sizes too
big for me!! I thought with
longing of the pair of eau
de nil, lacy French knickers
I had given my 80 year
old Grandmother, several
years earlier, (much to her
delight) - so what were
these monstrosities?? They
would have been spurned
by Miss Marple!
Genes have a lot to
answer for and, in the case
of some family members,
the ‘giving inappropriate
presents’ gene appears
to be firmly in place.
Another year I received
‘The Complete Book of
Curries’ – two inches thick
and over several hundred
different recipes (I have
a sneaking feeling she
belonged to a book club!!).
Now I have always loved
receiving books as gifts and
as a child, every Christmas,
I received a book from an
elderly neighbour. (One
year she gave me her own

personal copy of Cranford,
which I still treasure.) But
to get back to the Curries
Book - the Madhur Jeffries
of this world would have
relished this recipe book.
They, no doubt roast, grind
and combine 20 different
spices to produce their
curries. I, however, belong
to the Sharwoods School
of Curry Sauces and I was
not about to purchase 20
different spices just to make
one meal. Somewhere
that curry book could
still be sitting on a charity
bookshelf waiting for a
venturesome chef who is
looking for new ‘old’ curry
recipes.
This same relation a few
years ago must have ‘thought’
( I wish they wouldn’t) that
I was racing towards my
second childhood and, if
I am (??!) the gift that year
would have been most
appropriate. It was long
and flat. I have to confess
that for many years I had
successfully guessed what
she was giving me before
I even opened it – and
she was not best pleased!!
So perhaps this flat, very
long gift was bought to
fool me. (She had done
the - put something small in

several different sized boxes,
rather like ‘pass the parcel’)
This present did fool me!!!!
It was a large, brightly
coloured kite, purchased
in Covent Garden and
manoeuvred around the
streets of London, before it
arrived in Boscastle. Such

dedication to the purchase
of Christmas presents has
to be admired!! Now, I
have never been keen on
rushing about, especially
on the Common in the
wind. There’s a danger of
being blown out to sea. As
I looked at my kite, I could
visualize myself clinging
desperately to its string,
flying into the clouds and
disappearing over the
blue horizon - next stop
America! The kite stayed
firmly in its wrappings!!

If, by now, you are
thinking ‘How ungrateful!’
and wondering if I ever
opened a Christmas gift
that I liked, I am and
most certainly I did!! The
Kite Relation delighted
and surprised me one
Christmas when she sent
me some Spindle Berries.
Money was tight that year,
probably the ‘three day
week’ period if you can
remember it. The bright
shocking pink petals and
orange centres of the spindle
berries added colour to my
Christmas decorations and
were admired by everyone.
If the expression ‘simple
things please simple minds’
comes to mind then it
must be true because I still
have a present I received
from my daughter when
she was a school girl. It is
a hand written fruit cake
recipe, placed inside a
card. Our local church was
fund raising and someone
had written out the cake
recipe and put it inside a
card with a pocket. It was
sold for a nominal sum and
so easily purchased with
continues on next page

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
Phone: 01840 250202
ETC **
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering
Fine Dining Restaurant
Bright and airy Free house bar
Beer Garden
Live Entertainment every week
All events catered for from 2 – 100
people
For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts
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Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

12

5

6

7

13

15

16

12

17
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20
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21

24

25
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23

9

10

11

14

16

19

28

8

continued from page 31

18

20
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24

23

25

27

29

28

29

33

30

31

34

35

37

42

43

36

38

39

38

44

45

40

43

47

49

32

40

41

46

48

50

Across

Down

1 tropical creeping plant

1 manage

7 code

2 musical instrument

12 Canadian cheese

3 a language of Spain

13 division of time

4 small drop of moisture

14 sarcasm

5 electrically charged atom

15 sulky

6 explosive material

18 misery

7 aggressive

19 venomous snake

8 alternatively

her pocket money. It uses
tinned pineapple and is as
follows:Simple Christmas Cake
2oz glace cherries,
chopped in halves; 7oz SR
flour
8oz crushed tinned
pineapple, drained; 5oz
butter
4&1/2oz muscovado
or Barbados sugar; 2 large
eggs
12 oz mixed dried fruit,
including stoned raisins
and cut peel
Add glace cherries to
flour. Cream butter and
brown sugar. Mix 2 eggs
and beat lightly. Beat into
mixture a little egg, then
a little flour, then add the
rest of egg and flour. Add
fruit and pineapple. Line
an 8” tin with double layer
of oiled greaseproof paper.
Bake cake in centre of oven
for 1&3/4 hours at 325
degrees F. Test with skewer
to see when done. Keep in
fridge in foil. Prick with
needle and add brandy.
Obviously it is premetric but that shouldn’t
detract from the taste! The
daughter who gave me the
cake recipe has, in recent

years, given me ‘desks and
chairs’ (to be sent to African
schools via OXFAM); fish
(to provide food for sea
birds via RSPB) and trees
for a decimated rain forest.
This year I am hoping that
someone will give me a
tiger to prowl around its
home forests, although,
with the change in the
weather, perhaps thermals
would be more fitting!
And the number of days
now left ‘til Christmas – 29
- and still panicking!

20 tendon

9 oarsman

22 ancient kingdom

10 spring flower

23 sweet sauce

11 organ of sight

25 electromagnetic beam

16 Javanese tree

27 Laotian money

17 rock

28 lair

20 paramilitary organisation

29 snake

24 snobbish

30 consumer

26 lively dance

31 musical speed

30 apply oil

33 block of stone

32 large expanse of water

37 coarse tropical grass

33 speck of dust

38 stain

34 monster

39 semi-precious stone

35 instictive impulses

42 attempted

36 hair oil

44 extent of surface

40 Scottish island

SALES & SERVICE

45 eager

41 softwood timber

46 measurement of fresh herrings

43 twofold

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

47 drink

45 family

48 animal

48 girl’s name

49 pinch
50 card game

answers on page 38
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GQ

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk

We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
Open at weekends
We serve Morning Coffee, Home-made Cream Teas,
Cakes, Light Snacks, & Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce
wherever possible.

Takeaway service

Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect
for more details please visit our web site
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Xmas Trees, Turkeys and Free Range Chicken
also available
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

Fundraising Success
Boscastle Festival Curry
Night should reach at least
£750. If you recall this was
the evening held in the
Boscastle Food Festival
Marquee, with the objective
of raising money for the
Gig Club, School, Football
Club and Play School. Our
role was to sell at least 60
tickets and as many raffle
tickets as possible which,
thanks to a sterling effort
from Fran who took on
the responsibility of coordinating everything on
our behalf, we did. Many
thanks Fran. It was a good
evening, completely sold
out and as you can see
from the funds raised, very
lucrative. Let’s give it even
more support next year.
Festival Security should
raise at least another £250,
so many thanks again to

Maureen & Jim, Seagull &
Nick H and John Maughan
for ‘stepping up to the
plate’ and spending a long
cold night in the marquee.
New volunteers next year
please.
Profit share should
reach £250. We are also
due a profit share from
the Festival which if it
matches last year will bring
our earnings from this one
event to around £1,200,
and we are very grateful to
the Organising Committee
for their generous support
of the club.
And then there was
the Cobweb Harvest
Festival.....Over
150
lots were auctioned and
although attendance was
less than expected, Adrian
has confirmed that at least
£1600 was raised so our
share of that will be in
the region of £530. Many
thanks Adrian, a great effort
and much appreciated by
us all.
This will bring the total
raised across the three
events to £2,230. Well
done, everyone

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade
cakes, scones
and pastries, a
large range of
breads, crisps
& handmade
cookies, takeaway teas, coffee,
drinking chocolate

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE

4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast & Luxury Self
Catering Cottages available ~ Phone for further details

Tel: 01840 250205
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CORNWALL’S FUTURE BUDGET 2011
Chris Rodda previews the spending cuts
Most of us are aware that
These are contained
all over Europe profligate in a 206 page document.
spending has left many Three areas of primary
nations, including us, importance have been
with huge debts to protected: Adult Care and
repay. The government’s Support, which will receive
Comprehensive Spending an extra £4m. Children,
Review is likely to have Schools and Families
severe consequences for (5.5% increase), and Waste,
the Cornish economy, which has benefited from
which is heavily dependent the government’s landfill
on central funding to scheme.
support services and jobs.
Major losers in the
The County is therefore allocation of funds are
braced for a worst-case Leisure; the Library Service;
scenario: that grant aid the Environment Service;
will be reduced by 25% Transport; Planning; and
over the next four years, Economic Development.
future increases in council
Leisure: Readers will
tax will be frozen, and be aware that Camelford
there will be an annual Leisure
Centre
was
3% inflation increase in threatened with complete
costs. To meet the deficit it loss of its £95,000 subsidy.
must immediately reduce After representations to
expenditure by £110 Joan Symon, Cabinet
million.
Member for People First,
On 27 October I this reduced to £50,000 but
attended
Cornwall’s still means Camelford will
Emergency Budget and have to survive on a much
Business Plan meeting at tighter budget, supported
County Hall, partly to by local schools and the
represent the Parish Council community forum, or look
in protest at proposed to set up as an independent
budget cuts (and potential Trust. In Bude locals are
closure) of the Camelford fighting to retain £30,000
Leisure Centre, but also to Council support for the Sea
listen to the debate as to Pool. Services at Budehaven
where cuts would fall.
Leisure Centre and Splash

are also to be integrated,
saving £40, 000.
Libraries are under
serious threat: a budget
reduction of half a million
next year means closure of
some of the County’s 30
libraries, as well as One
Stop Shops. Unfortunately
for Camelford Library, the
following year only premises
offering combined services
are likely to be retained.
The
Environment
Services
cover
listed
buildings,
scheduled
monuments, conservation
areas,
footpaths
and
coastline,
all
highly
relevant in this area both
as amenities and essential
parts of the tourist industry.
It collaborates with other
agencies in maintaining
quality of bathing water,
management of historic
sites and nature reserves.
Its overarching role is to
protect natural resources
as well as enhancing
Cornwall’s unique image
and competitive identity.

Proposed cuts are
swingeing: a reduction
of £5.4 million, 120 staff
made redundant, from 280
to 160 in four years. Soon
we will notice how routine
maintenance
contracts
disappear,
with
local
councils asked to do more to
preserve the environment.
The long term impact on
the state of coast paths and
listed buildings is likely to
be severe.
Transport services will
experience an even greater
loss, £8m over four years.
Bus subsidies will disappear
on a range of summer
routes and all 27 evening
services will be removed.
It is admitted that these
support part-time and shift
workers, as well as evening
leisure pursuits, but are
economically
unviable.
The dial-a-ride service in
the Bodmin-WadebridgeCamelford triangle will be
replaced by a normal bus
service.
Subsidies to post-16
education students travel
was under threat, but after
reconsideration, it was felt

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962
A family run studio pottery, we are
probably the World’s largest established
dedicated Mochaware nakers. We can
decorate our pots with the most delicate
trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291
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CORNWALL’S FUTURE BUDGET 2011
the impact on students’
future educational prospects
in remote areas was too
great to be acceptable.
This policy reversal
shows that where a
community feels strongly
the Council is imposing a
cut too far, local action and
opinion can sway decision
but, inevitably someone
somewhere has to bear the
brunt.
The local Planning
and Regeneration Service
will take a hit - this
service covers all planning
applications,
building
control and enforcement
across the County - having
slimmed down by 90 staff
since becoming a Unitary
authority there will be a
further 22 redundancies
over the next four years,
its budget reducing by 1327% each year.
To sustain the future
of the County, Economic
Development is essential,
yet this service is another
major casualty, practically
halving its budget (£6.4m
2011 to £3.5m in 2014)

with sixteen redundancies.
Dependence
on
government funding will
give way to more private
sector
development,
and setting up of Local
Enterprise Partnerships.
While this is all very well in
theory, no mention is made
of funding.
One
consequence
is the reduction of the
Visit Cornwall budget
by £150,000 impacting
on provision of tourist
information and Tourist
Information Centres. The
aim, says the document,
is to pass on to town
and parish councils the
responsibility of funding
such information. The
devil, it is often said, is in
the detail.
As the wider implications
of the Emergency Budget
begin to sink in, pressure
groups
are
fighting
unacceptable cuts, such as
those being stripped from
Adult Social Care, the most
vulnerable members of a
community needing most,
having essential services
denied.

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374

Glancing at the cuts
sustained within County
Hall,
these
appear
more bearable. Human
Resources, for example,
with a staff of 156 and a
budget of £4.6m, suffers
a reduction of less than
1% annually over five
years,
Legal
Services
is little affected, the
Corporate Director’s Office
untouched, the Finance
Department has its budget
reduced by of just £320k
in the same period. Some
central office costs actually
rise, Procurement, for
example, from £2.24m to
£2.27m. While the pattern
varies the overall result
seems to favour staff at
County Hall at the expense
of manual workers. NSIP
and Cormac have been
absorbed into other services
with a resulting loss of 202
jobs, a 15% reduction in
workforce.
It is of course far too
soon to look at the total
picture. Cornwall County
has compared the present
recession with Depression
1920s/30s and has adopted
a draconian “get it over
with” decapitation of
services rather than a
“salami-slicing” approach,
and it is possible that future

central government cuts
and restrictions may be less
serious than feared.
While
advocating
economy, the County
had admitted employing
19 acting managers on
temporary contracts, each
paid between £250 and
£1000 per day, in total
about £55,000 per week
until next March. Before
and
since
becoming
an Unitary authority
cohorts of “consultants”
have cost the ratepayer
millions, their justification
theoretical savings in the
future. Oh dear, always
jam tomorrow….
A series of sneak
rises, such as car parking
charges, are already being
implemented. Costs of day
parking all over Cornwall
have risen, with annual
concessionary fees increased
ten-fold. This will cause
real hardship to businesses
and staff, particularly
part-time workers, as well
as those who have no onstreet parking.
Seeking ever more
ingenious ways to increase
revenue, “free” services,
such as pest control, are
now chargeable and even
gritting salt must be paid
for. Down at County Hall
pips are squeaking as staff
continued from next page

w r perry & Son
Building contractors
stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081
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CORNWALL’S FUTURE
BUDGET 2011

continued from previous page

are charged to park. How
soon before this is extended
to all council property,
such as schools or leisure
centres?
The full list of cuts will
not be decided until the
end of this month after
the Blowhole goes to press.
While it is hoped some of
the effects will be mitigated
locals will find far less
provided for more and the
County as a whole a poorer
shop window for tourism.

Solar Parks Breaking Windows
With Guineas*
Not so much hidden
in the Emergency Budget,
as tangentially referred to,
is a proposal by Cornwall
County to set up two Solar
Parks. Planning permission
has already been granted
for a private solar park at
Wheal Jane near Truro.
The Council is proposing to
spend £14m on a site near
Newquay Airport. There
are no detailed accounts,
but an anticipated surplus
of £400,000 per year over
its life span. Buoyed by
this potential success, the
Council is looking for a
second site.
Cornwall is heading for
a solar gold rush. The Feed
In Tariff Scheme (FITS)
was launched last April
as part of a government
attempt to meet EU
targets in renewable energy
schemes. FITS guarantees
an annual tax-free return
to anyone who installs
photo-voltaic
panels
on their land, currently
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£1,500 per acre, for twenty
five years. In addition the
landowner will be paid for
any electricity fed into the
national grid.
Thus far electricity
produced by sun or wind
has proved expensive
to install and maintain,
cannot be stored, spoils
the countryside, and is
inherently unreliable. It
also costs the taxpayer a
good deal more because it
depends on government
subsidy and that is
probably the only reason
why commercial developers
bother with it. Similar
schemes, on the continent
and elsewhere, have been
abandoned because of
mounting costs and evident
inefficiency. But while there
is still a “profit” to made
no one will care about
the essential ludicrousness
of the notion. Instead,
councillors quack-speak
about Cornwall leading
the way in renewable
energy and as applications
have to be approved by
2012 we can expect the
Council and a host of other
entrepreneurs to leap upon
this bandwagon shortly.

*A

slightly
arcane
reference to William Pitt
the Elder’s tactics in the
Seven Years’ War mounting
expensive shipping raids
against French ports. His
political opponents accused
him of spending more in
money and manpower than
warranted by the minor
damage inflicted.
Chris Rodda

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058



What does “fitness” mean to you?
By Katy Holmes, who is
running a class in Marshgate
in January

We all have our own ideas
about what fitness is, how to
achieve it, how significant
it is in our lives and what
motivates us to get fit and
stay fit. How fit we are and
how we exercise differs
from person to person.
You need to ask yourself,
what are the important
things in your life that you
want to keep on doing? Is it
enjoying the outdoors with
your grandchildren, being
able to travel, start a new
hobby or just doing the
gardening without aches or
pains?
If you have not been
active for a while and not
sure where to start, then
a Fitness league class is a
great option for you. The
exercise movements and
simple dance steps are
progressive so, no matter
what your level of fitness,
you can start from there
and gradually improve.
If you are already active,
then the class will help you
enhance your performance,
improve your posture and
how to keep it when you
are on the move. At your

local class, you’ll also have
the chance to have some
fun and make new friends
too.
For ladies of all ages and
abilities, there’s no doubt
that regular exercising will
lead to better posture with
toned and stronger muscles
and you’ll feel more
confident with a greater
feeling of well being.
A recent survey of our
membership reported that
since joining the Fitness
League, 86% of them say
they have more energy
and nearly 78% think they
have a better figure. 79%
of member’s partners think
they are sexier!
94% of those surveyed
said they had made new
friends as a result of joining
the Fitness League and
90% find it more fun than
going to the gym, running
or aerobics - 31% even find
it better than going to the
cinema!
So why attend a Fitness
League Class?
• Suitable for Ladies all
ages and abilities
• A low impact exercise
routine based around
correct posture
• Tried and tested exercise

Exercise Class

Come and join a friendly class which is
refreshing, uplifting & fun!
Suitable for women of all ages and abilities.
Wednesday mornings (starts 12th Jan 2011)
Otterham & St. Juliot’s Hall, Marshgate.
09.30 - 10.45 am
Please call Katy Holmes on 01208 815725

system you can do at your
own pace
• Established for over 70
years
• No special equipment
required
• Inexpensive
• Recommended by
health professionals
• Wide variety of exercise
taught for mobility and
flexibility
• Professionally qualified
teachers
• It’s sociable and good
fun!
Katy Holmes, Fitness
League
Teacher
said
“according to some recently
published studies, the two
biggest deterrents to women
taking regular exercise are
that they “didn’t have time”
and that it is “very hard
work” yet neither of these
are really valid, in the case
of the Fitness League , we
are talking about a couple
of hours exercise per week
in exchange for a better
lifestyle and probably a
fitter life”

Fitness League teachers
use music to enhance
the positive exercise and
movement so, rather than
working out to a regular
thump, thump, thump
at a prescribed speed, the
movements blend with
the speed and pace of the
music, which is hugely
varied,
encompassing
everything from classical to
pop!
Mary Anworth, a recent
member at the St. Columb
Minor class, joined hoping
to gain some mobility after
suffering back problems
following a fall. ‘The
exercises can be done at a
gentle or more challenging
level, and you can progress
at your own pace, so it’s
been great for me’ she says.
‘But the really different
and uplifting thing is the
lovely ladies I exercise with
and the variety of music we
get in the class. I always go
home feeling refreshed and
inspired.’
For a chat about the
classes near you please call
Katy Holmes on 01208
815725

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our
own boat ‘Mary D’ Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich,
boxed to take home or even alive.
We also have a selection of wet fish, Mussels, Oysters and
award winning smoked fish. Coffee, cakes and lots more.
Situated at the top of the village on the main road
between the Pea Pod Gallery and the petrol station
just behind the red and white ice-cream shop.

Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3SB

01208 880849
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BOSCASTLE

NEEDS

NEEDS

Boscastle
Community and
Recreation Centre
Volunteer required to act
as treasurer for the Centre.
Any person interested
please contact Dave
Ferrett, 01840 250414..

Royal British
Legion. Your local
branch needs you
Due to falling numbers,
the Boscastle branch of
the Royal British Legion
is in urgent need of new
members to ensure its

survival. If you would like
to join us please contact
Pete Hancock, the branch
membership
secretary,
on 01566 777825. (The
subscription is eleven
pounds a year). Everyone is
welcome to join regardless
of whether or not you have
a service connection
You can log on to www.
britishlegion.org.uk
for
more information about
the organisation and the
valuable work it does
supporting the members of
our armed forces.

Down 1 cope 2 ukelele 3 catalan 4 bead 5 ion 6 tnt
7 militant 8 or 9 rower 10 snowdrop 11 eye 16 upas
17 limestone 20 ss 21 natterjack 24 uppity 26 reel 30 anoint
32 ocean 33 mote 33 ogre 35 id 36 henna 40 arran 41 deal
43 dual 45 kin 48 jo
Across 1 cucurbit 7 morse 12 oka 13 eon 14 irony
15 petulant 18 woe 19 elapid 20 sinew 22 elam
23 custard 25 laser 27 at 28 den 29 serpent 30 ate
31 tempo 33 monolith 37 cogon 38 dye 39 jade 42 tried
44 area 45 keen 46 cran 47 tea 48 jackal 49 nip 50 loo
Answers to Crossword:
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WANTED “WATER ANGELS”
We need volunteer “River
watchers”
and
Flood
Wardens to keep a regular
eye on our river, streams
and road drains.
Since our re-generation,
with
extensive
work
to improve our flood
defences, Forrabury and
Minster Parish Council
has been working with the
Environment Agency on
a detailed Flood Response
Plan for Boscastle. Our
new flood defences need
to be well maintained and
monitored to continue to
give far greater protection
than ever before.
The Council needs to
form a Flood Response
Group with volunteer
“river watchers” and other
helpers to assist the Flood
Plan Co-ordinator. We
need to be prepared in case
of a flood event.
We would like to
compile a list of possible
volunteers for:• River and drain watchers
• Emergency responders
• Sites for sand and sandbag
storage

• Tree watchers in the
valley.
In light of recent events
in the county it is important
that householders are aware
of potential damage to their
properties from blocked
road drains and gulleys
which raises the flood risk
and not just from our rivers
and streams. Should you see
a drain blocked with debris
while you are out in our
community please report
it to the Parish Clerk, or
those listed below.
It is important that we
have a team in place ready
and prepared to put our
“Plan” into action, in the
event of flooding in the
future.
For those of you who
are willing to join our
Flood Group, Please don’t
hesitate to contact:George Findlay on 250428
Mark Smith on 250001 or
Nanette Little on 250291
YOUR COMMUNITY
NEEDS YOU
FMPC

The Bottreaux Hotel and Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG
Situated at the top of the old village
We have 8 en suite attractive bedrooms
Our Restaurant is open to guests and non-residents
We have a varied A La Carte Menu
(32 ozs rump steak for £17.95)
Plus we offer a good selection of wines all
at reasonable prices.
We would appreciate and recommend that you
pre-book your table
(Restaurant is closed Sunday and Wednesday)
Or check availability for accommodation on

01840 250231

Pete’s
Peeps
at the
Past
5 APRIL 1811
THE R.C.M.

The Royal Cornwall Militia
have been doing prison
duty at Dartmoor. The
French prisoners there have
been forging banknotes,
the militia refused bribes
to distribute them out of
the prison.
[Dartmoor prison was built
in 1809 to accommodate
French prisoners of war.]
26 JULY 1816
SMUGGLERS PRESSGANGED

The “Hind” revenue cutter
sent into Falmouth a boat
belonging to Cadgwith
with 50 ankers or spirits.
The 4 men on her have
been sent to Plymouth to
be put on board the fleet
to sail with Lord Exmouth
against the Algerines.
[This fleet bombarded
Algiers to put an end
to Barbary pirates and
the seizing of men off
British ships for slavery.

Portquin, the “Sprightly”
of Padstow near Bude and
the “Mary” of Plymouth
at Padstow. Altogether 25
vessels were exposed to the
fury of the gale.
OCT 1834
THE RAT MAN

Fortunately it was a success
so it is probable the 4
smugglers returned to
England.]
11 DEC 1820
ACTION BY THE
MOONSHINE BRIGADE

The preventive boat under
Sampson
Woodcock,
stationed at Boscastle
went after smugglers at
Mullhook (Millook Haven)
and seized 500 tubs of
foreign rum and remained
to guard them, but two
armed boats of smugglers
came and firing on the
beach overpowered them
and took the tubs and the
preventive boat. A £200
reward was placed.
18 SEPT 1829
GALES ON THE N. COAST

A severe gale along the
North
coast
brought
disaster to many ships. The
“Hector” of Sunderland
went ashore at Pentire
Glaze, the “Francis” of
Torquay
at
Padstow,
the “Atlas” of Fowey at

A man at Trethake at
Liskeard has made himself
a suit of clothes out of rat
skins which took him three
and a half years to collect.
It consists of hat, neckkerchief, coat, waistcoat,
trousers, tippet, gaiters and
shoes, all from 670 rats.
The tippet or boa consists
of skin around the tails and
containing 600 tails.
9 JAN 1868
JUVENILE CULPRITS
FLOGGED

Four boys named Henry
Guest, Henry Bailey,
William Trelease & J.
Downing, charged with
breaking into Messrs.
Carne’s
brewery
and
stealing some beer &
damaging a wall on
entering, were sentenced
as follows:- Guest & Bailey
12 lashes each, Trelease 9
& Downing 6. Another
charge was preferred against
Guest & Bailey for stealing
a silver albert chain for
which Guest was sentenced
to Bodmin Gaol for one
month & Bailey a fortnight

with hard labour, each to
be privately whipped a day
before they leave the gaol.
29 APR 1869
DISASTER AT DELABOLE

The body of rock and
debris which fell was about
300 ft. long & from 100 to
150 ft. deep, running back
at one point a distance of
65 ft. from the edge, but
averaging in thickness
from 25 to 30 ft. The fall
of a mass of about 100,000
tons was followed by a rush
upward of a violent blast
of wind & stones. When
the bottom of the pit
could be seen, most of the
men on the poppet head
were buried but also some
marvellous escapes.
[Altogether 15 workers were
killed & 6 seriously injured
in this huge fall of rock
in the Landwork section
of the Old Delabole Slate
Quarry. The largest poppet
head for hauling slates up
the cliff collapsed. It was as
a result of this tragedy that
the quarry was thereafter
worked in terraces. 4 years
after the disaster, one of
the victims, a woman, was
found beneath 8 ft. of fallen
slate. She was still holding
the tea can and food basket
she was taking to her father
at the time.]

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Post Office at Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours
Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank is at the
harbour carpark on Thursdays
from 2.15pm until 3pm.

Mobile Library

Tel: 0300 1234111

Calls on alternate Thursdays
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.50 – 12.15

Camelford Library

Town Hall, Market Place

Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday
April – Sept 9am – 6pm
Oct – March 9am – 4pm
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Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 214818
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
Chairman:

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250570
01840 250414

Village Hall:
Bookings:

01840 250249

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

0300 1234222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

