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❅✯❅

We would like to wish everyone a
Very Merry Christmas
with all good wishes for a
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year
The Blowhole will turn 18 in 2010! I don’t think any
of us thought it would be such an enduring publication
when it originally started: I wonder if we will get to 21?
We hope so, though it will only happen through your
continuing support and goodwill, whether as readers,
contributors or advertisers.
We would like to thank you all for your support this
year, one which has been uncertain for us financially

because of the break from the WEA. We have decided
that we must raise the cost of postal copies from £2 per
issue to £2.50, as postage charges creep ever upwards.
If anyone has a supply of A4 envelopes that could be
re-used for posting copies, please let us know. We use
around 100 per edition to post copies to subscribers and
advertisers and if we can reuse envelopes, so much the
better.
All the best for 2010 :)
PA

❅✯❅

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the magazine are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Gloria Quinlan,
Daphne Rogers, Ann and Chris Rodda,.
The next Blowhole will be published in March. The deadline for copy is 22nd February
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it,
and the publication date may be delayed. Thank you.
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.
Please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.

For advertising queries, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700
email: easy.print@btconnect.com

SMEETH HIRE
MINI DIGGERS & EQUIPMENT

SELF STORAGE UNITS
Tel: 01840 211220
Tregath Business Units
Camelford Station
PL32 9TZ
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Napoleon Inn Chef Wins Award

Late Night
Shopping at Rocky
Road
Come and enjoy a warm
glass or two of mulled
wine and a selection of
festive nibbles at Rocky
Road. Wednesday 16th
December 09 between
5.30pm and 8.30pm.
Unusual gifts and stocking
fillers. 15% discount on
all purchases over £5.00

Handrail
A handrail has been fixed
to the end wall of the
toilet block following
the accident which was
reported in the last issue of
the Blowhole.

Hannah West, 2nd chef
at the Napoleon Inn
Boscastle recently won
Advanced
Professional
Cookery Student of the
Year 2008/09 Award
after attending St Austell
Catering College.
Hannah has worked at
the Napoleon Inn for 3
years, 2 of them alongside
award winning head chef
Ian Grimes, cooking a wide
variety of food for both the
bar & restaurant, using
fresh local ingredients
wherever possible.
Along with her passion
for all things culinary,
Hannah also has a passion
for running and has
competed in many local
races and marathons,
including the Race for
Life in 2008 with three

other Nap ladies, Danielle
Beetles, Julie Muffett &
landlady Sharon Muffett.
In what little spare
time she has, Hannah
enjoys making ‘Hannah’s
Heavenly Delights’, a range
of exquisite handmade
chocolates.
Congratulations
to
Hannah on her award from
Ron, Sharon, all at the
Napoleon Inn and from all
those who know her.

Macmillan Cancer
Relief
Lynn Biddick would like to
thank all those who helped
to raise over £600 at her
coffee morning held at
The Willows on Friday 25
September 2009 in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Relief

Otterham
Christmas Bazaar
Despite
the
adverse
weather conditions on
Saturday 22 November
2009, Otterham Church
was well supported by
local people and members
of the Boscastle Group of
Churches at their annual
Christmas Bazaar held at
Otterham & St. Juliot Hall.
There were cookies, cards,
calendars, Christmas cakes
to buy, raffle and tombola
to tempt and bacon butties
and soup to eat. Nearly
£500 was raised towards
the upkeep and running
costs of St. Denis Church
Otterham.

John & Cheryl Maughan and Philippa Arthan at the start of the
Stride Cornwall 10km walk held on a gloriously sunny November
day at Lanhydrock. Cheryl had planned to do the walk last year, but
was prevented from walking then to due to ill health. This year she
was on great form and set a good pace, completing the walk in just
over 2 hours. Cheryl thanks you all for the £2,300 raised last year.

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.
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A Christmas Carol
by Charlotte
Dickens
Boscastle Amateur
Dramatics (B.A.D) will
be presenting their version
of a pantomime based on
A Christmas Carol in the
Village Hall on 28th, 29th
and 30th December.
The evening performances
are at 7.30pm with a
matinee on the 30th Dec at
2.30pm. Tickets will cost
£5 for adults and £3 for a
child under 11.
Tickets can be purchased
at the Garage, the Rock
Shop, the Pottery and the
Visitors’ Centre.
All profits will be going
towards the running and
upkeep of the Village Hall.
Do please come and find
out how Scrooge originally
came from Boscastle and
enjoy an evening of light
hearted seasonal fun.

BCTC News
Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce are holding
a 3 course Dinner & Social
Evening at the Bowood
Hotel on Thursday 7th
January.
Tickets are £20 per
person. The Hotel is also
doing an excellent special
overnight deal of £50 per
room for two people B&B

Hot Shots

Pictured above are the Boscastle Bowls team Roy Christie, Alfred Tilley, John Tillinghast and Shirley
Wakelin who scored a Hot Shot, which means they won an 8 bowl end against Stratton in a recent
league match. They now get to wear special celebratory badges.

Anyone wanting to
book tickets or a table for
the dinner should contact
Denise Tillinghast or
Shirley Wakelin
The 2010 Boscastle
Calendar, launched at this
year’s Food Festival is now
on sale. Comprising 12
images chosen from dozens
of photographs sent in by
visitors to Boscastle and the
surrounding area during
2008/9, it costs £2.50 from

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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Things, the Visitor Centre
(01840 250010) and other
local businesses. Among
the photographers whose
names accompany the
pictures for each month is
one which will be familiar
to BBC Radio 4 listeners.
News reader and presenter
Kathy Clugston snapped
the image chosen for
September, Night Falling,
during a visit to Boscastle
last year. Kathy says she’s

“very excited about the
calendar”,
which
she
claims is her “photographic
debut”. She plans another
visit to Boscastle in the
near future when she
intends to see the Museum
of Witchcraft.

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836

Doctor’s Corner Public Toilets

Dog bin
Suddenly it appeared on
the grass verge opposite
Green Lane: a brand
new, bright red dog bin
on an oversized, shiny
white pole. With the
tactful help of Councillor
Glenton
Brown
it
was moved to a less
prominent position and
the Parish Council were
notified of its presence.

A M HIRCOCK
In September the Parish
Council were informed by
Peter Melmoth, Cornwall
Council’s
Performance
Manager, that the County
would no longer support
the cost of maintaining
the toilets adjacent to the
Doctors’ Surgery:
The Minster toilets
are not to a satisfactory
Health & Safety standard,
do not have an electrical
supply and are not DDA
(Disability Discrimination
Act) compliant. In their
opinion, as this is a small
asset with relatively high
costs, there is a strong
possibility of closure.
Funding for the necessary
refurbishments is, presently,
not available.
Following
a
site
meeting
with
Peter
Melmoth, Charlie David
and parish councillors the
matter has been referred
back for a full council
decision in December. The
implications are that the
Parish would be obliged to
find approximately another
£6,000 from its precept
to pay for cleaning and
maintenance,
although

Cornwall Council would
initially fund the £700
cost of renewing the lease
on the land where the
toilets are situated. In
order to increase the Parish
Council’s precept by this
amount, the domestic rate
would rise by an average
£15 per household per
year.
The Council is carrying
out a county-wide survey
of its responsibilities with a
view to cutting costs where
possible. Peter Melmoth
argues that as Boscastle
already has two public
toilets there is little need
for a third facility. In fact,
as one of these toilets is
housed inside the Visitor
Centre, its availability is
restricted. Both toilets are
in the harbour area so the
rest of the village, including
tourists and walkers, have
no convenient access
to facilities. There is a
strong feeling that, given
the considerable revenue
Cornwall Council derives
from car parking charges
in Boscastle, it should
enhance rather than reduce
services to the village.

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320
D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

w r perry & Son
Building contractors
stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

CR
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The Best Christmas Party Ever!
So there we were, sitting in
the pub after work…………
builders,
plumbers,
electricians, painters and
decorators, having a well
deserved pint! All had
completed another week’s
work in and around Boscastle.
Some of us have been working
in and around the area for 20,
30 and even 40+ years. We
have probably built, fixed,
painted or done some aspect
of maintenance in your house
in the past. You will know or
have heard of most of us and
like us or loathe us we make
our living through working
for you.
The question was….could
we give something back? The
answer was …yes we could
and so the Best Christmas
Party Ever idea was born.
Who would be willing to help
us achieve this? The list of
contributors is impressive - in
alphabetical order:Malcolm Biddick –
electrician
Simon Biddick – electrician
Mike Brown – plumber
Vernon Bright – Bright
Builders
Roger Coker – builder /
property maintenance
Neil Costello – plasterer/
general builder
Dean Danger –stone
walling/builder
Alan Darlisson – general
building/maintenance
Sebastian Harlock - Morlock
Builders
Mark Knowles – general
builder
John Maughan – Mr Mend
Dan Minor – painter/
decorator (Hobbit Inc)
Barry Mordue – project
manager
Thomas Mordue – painter
/decorator/builder
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Barry Page – carpenter/
roofer and much more
Tim Palin – Heritage
Bespoke Joinery/
construction
Roger Perry – builder/
construction/roofer
Dave Scott – electrician
Martin Smith – gardener/
handyman
Uncle Paul – anything
you need

There may be more
to add to the list as not
everyone has got back to
me in time for the article
to be Blowholed. Sorry if
I have left anyone out but
you will be added in the
write-up of the event.
All agreed without
hesitation and so with
the principle agreed, it
was all systems go! Being
a relative newcomer to
Boscastle, though not the
area, I had to call on the
experience of many others
for help… Joan Kinsman,
Barry Page, Barry and
Thomas Mordue, Adrian
Bright, John and Cheryl
Maughan
were
all
instrumental in putting
this together.
The great event will
be held on Friday 18th
December.
Transport
will be available for the
journey from the top of
the village from 11.45 to
12.30 – thanks to Kenny
and his trusty bus – also
Jackie Page and Arthur
Nicholls. The celebrations
will begin with a glass
of mulled wine and
carol singing with Maria
Nicholls tinkling the
ivories. Christmas lunch
will follow at about
1pm with entertainment

throughout the party,
including
hopefully
Finn and Marvi playing
piano, various builders
playing guitars and
singing
and
John
Maughan singing some
traditional
Cornish
songs.
A special big thank
you must go to Adrian
and all his staff for
taking on such a massive
venture at such a busy
time of the year and
for being very generous
with his charges.
So there you are
– a date to anticipate in
December! Tickets are
needed for entry and are
numbered for a special
raffle. These are going
fast and we have nearly

filled our quota so phone
Joan (250 227) when you
have finished reading this
article (and let her know if
you require transport). As
stated in the last issue, if
you live in PL35 post code
and are in receipt of a bus
pass, heating allowance or
are recently retired - this
is for you. And remember
if you are REALLY good
between now and the
18th December, you may
get a visit from Father
Christmas!
P.S. Cheryl says if local
businesses or anyone else
out there thinks this is a
wonderful idea and want
to help, you could kindly
donate a raffle prize…..
pretty please. Please contact
her on 250345.
Any enquiries to me,
Uncle Paul - 250554

Wow, What a Day!

Neighbours
decorated
potters lane and the church
doorway with flowers and
balloons in anticipation of
the bride.
I arrived at 3.45 and
was stopped by Father
Robert saying “You might
be eager but brides do not
arrive 15 minutes early and
that I would have to wait
until 4 o’clock. This was
to my advantage as I could
take stock and enjoy the
beautiful location and the
sunshine.
When the time came I
walked into the church and
was overwhelmed. It was
bursting with family and
friends and a very nervous
groom. The service was
everything we hoped for,
a big thank-you to Father
Robert for making it
perfect.
As we walked outside
three aircraft from Bodmin
airfield flew over to
congratulate us. We were
surrounded by loved ones

and I remember thinking
what a wonderful day!!!!
Next we were driven in
a beautiful vintage MGY
to a large field at the top
of Boscastle. Waiting
there was our very own
airtaxi ready to fly us to
the reception at Bodmin
Airfield. (thank-you, Pete
Williams for allowing us to
use your field)
We landed as the sun
was setting and taxied up
to the Club house, a red
carpet had been laid out for
us, we felt like royalty!
The reception was
amazing. 280 people were
seated and we were all
treated to good food and
wine.
Our thanks to every
one who helped make our
wedding day The Best Day
.ever.
We enjoyed it so much
we are thinking of doing it
all again next year!!
Michelle & Matt
Culverhouse

Otterham and St Juliot Hall
Photographic Exhibition 2009

The second photographic entered, to those who came
exhibition was held in along to view and to vote,
September, part of the fund- to Bude and Launceston
raising towards the cost of a libraries for the loan of
new building. This year we their display boards, to
were almost overwhelmed Marshgate Stores who are
with an entry of 110 (last selling the calendar and
year, 68). The Hall opened to Barclays Bank which is
to the public at 2 pm and supporting the exhibition
over 90 people visited the and calendar with matched
exhibition, voting for their fund-raising up to £750.
favourite photos. This was
The existing Hall is an old
not easy as the standard of military building that was
the entries was very high re-erected by local people
indeed. The photo judged in the early 1950s on land
to be the overall best one given for the purpose. An
was Mike Stickney’s “Big extension was added in the
Surf, Millook”, a really 1980s to provide a further
impressive photo of a large small room and bar area.
wave taken last January. However, the fabric of the
Second place went to building has deteriorated,
Marian Sedgwick with the heating system is
a study of Marshgate in inefficient and expensive to
the snow of last February. run and the kitchen does
Thirteen photographs were not meet current standards.
selected to form the Hall’s As a result a fund-raising
2010 calendar, available for campaign has been running
£6.50 each from Marshgate for some time now to fund
Stores, various events at the replacement of the
the Hall and through the Hall, of which the photo
website
exhibition and calendar are
A raffle was held and a part.
cream teas, tea, coffee and
In addition to the
cake were all available, calendar, a couple of
making it a real social Christmas Cards have also
occasion as well.
been produced. Details of
The Hall Committee these, and how to purchase
would like to express it’s them, are on the Sales page
sincere thanks to all who of the Hall’s website.
www.otterhamandstjuliothall.org.
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BARRY ALFRED MORGAN 1935 - 2009

Barry was born in
Wolverhampton, and at an
early age began his interests
in all things technical.
There were not many 7 year
olds that had built their
own radio set unaided. Nor
many 11 year olds that had
picked up a scrap radar
tube and turned it into a
television set, much to the
delight of his Mother and
Father.
He had a keen
mechanical interest and
knowledge from an early
age and during his 6
mile walks to and from
school observed machine
operators through an open
factory door. When he
noticed an operator missing
he popped in to offer his
services. The owner, at first
doubting him, was amazed
that he’d learned how to
operate the machine and
employed him during his
school holidays.
At 14 years old, Barry’s
formal education came
to an abrupt end after he
made up in a flask crude
Page  Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2009

nitro-glycerine in his
chemistry lab. It reacted
in his pocket and exploded
when he ditched it out
of the classroom window
during his geography
lesson. This blew out
over 100 glass window
panes and a crater in the
playground, for which he
was duly expelled! This was
a shame as he was doing
rather well at chemistry,
so much so that he used to
visit his chemistry teacher
at home in the evening, to
explain the content of the
text books to the teacher
from which he would teach
the class the following day.
He got a job immediately
after ‘leaving’ school in a
pharmacy, and later lied
about his age so he could get
a job as a cinematographer
and filmed medical footage
of cataract operations
in an eye infirmary. It’s
no surprise that he later
possessed a deep knowledge
of all things photographic
& optical.
Barry’s
achievements

during the next decade
or two are so numerous
that we’d need the rest of
the day to recite them,
and it would hinder good
drinking time, which he
would not have approved
of! Although it would be
hard not to mention that:
• He designed relays for
a company called Hilton
Electric, the designs of
which are used throughout
modern industry and have
hardly changed, and also
designed and built the
magnetising system for
Villiers engine’s magnetos.
• He developed a heat
treatment
&
furnace
system and shake-proof
technology for machined
fasteners whilst working
for a company called
Precision Screw. He also
developed new aerial
designs for wideband radio
communications, fuelled
by the smell of the Banks’
brewery below his office
window.
• He did his national
service in the RAF, and his
own back-problems began
whilst operating an earthmover on an airfield when
he was mistaken for a target
on an aerial practice range
and was promptly shot at
and blown-up.
• He became inspired to
learn the art of osteopathy
so that he could help
others after being helped
himself. Many of you will
remember Barry for his
healing abilities.
Barry possessed a deep
love of classical music,
although was less happy
if the particular composer

had not been dead at least
100 years! Later, he turned
his talents to repairing
organs pipe & electronic
and tuning pianos. Francis
recalls fond memories of
pressing keys and pulling
out stops on the old pipe
organ here whilst Barry
was inside it tweaking &
tuning. Not surprising then
that he designed his own
electronic piano tuning
system at this time.
In the late 1960’s, Barry
& Maggie rekindled an
earlier romance & he took
her 5 children, Nicholas,
Jeanette, Debbie, Michelle
& Ingrid gently under
his wing. Not too long
afterwards,
their
son
Francis was born & it was
Barry & Maggie’s dream
to settle and start a new
life in Cornwall, a place of
many happy holidays with
all the children, often spent
getting to know & joining
in with the local people &
their customs, especially
drinking & singing!
This was made possible
when Barry popped in
to Flower’s Television for
some batteries whilst on
holiday in Tintagel and
passed an observatory
comment or two about
how he was surprised to
see a colour decoder circuit
lying on the side. David
Flower knew this man
was not his usual kind of
customer and offered Barry
a job, which many of you
will remember Barry by.
He never forgot this and
always appreciated the
life changing opportunity
given to the whole family.

BARRY MORGAN
During his time with
Flower’s Television and
apart from repair work Barry designed & installed a
T.V. repeater system so that
the people of Trebarwith
could receive a T.V. signal
in the valley.
It was also at this time
that he gained a reputation
alongside Maggie for
producing excellent curry!
They used to organise
regular ‘curry evenings’
down at the Mill House
Inn and other pubs.
Barry had a vivacious
appetite for learning about
Cornish mining history. He
loved to visit the old mines,
and was the main resource
for mining information
in the author Peter Dyer’s
book ‘Tintagel’.
Barry decided to take a
break from social drinking,
and spent two years
designing and building his
own electronic computer
church organ, which was
demonstrated here at St.
Materiana’s.
Some years later he left
to embark on a different
career with a company called
Transalarm, now known as
Spinnaker International. It
was here that he developed
the original S100D cash
in transit system, a.k.a.
the well known smoke
& dye security alarm for
cash boxes, which cut
street attacks by around
80%. Another project was
a weighing floor system
used in cash-carrying
security vans to prevent
hijacking attempts. He
also developed a prototype
money tracking system
for use on a helicopter for

the London Metropolitan
Police, using Francis &
his motorbike as a target
robber whilst testing it from
a hilltop near Tintagel!
Although
deeply
heartbroken at the loss of
his dear Maggie in 1993,
he put on his bravest face
and soldiered on under
the caring eyes of Francis
& Jodi, and he continued
to enjoy his love of singing
and enjoying a pint or two.
Music, work & his dear
friends were always there
to help him through hard
times.
He was well known
for his deep, bass voice,
and could sing the ‘A’
note below bottom ‘C’ on
an 88-note piano (that’s
55Hertz for the technically
minded) - Mr Francis,
secretary of the Orpheus
Male Voice Choir, said he’d
not heard anyone sing that
low before.
As most people here will
know, Barry’s love of music,
social life & singing with
his dear friends especially
Stuart, Roger & the rest
of the Boscastle singers
were very important to
him, & he wouldn’t let the
inconvenience of being
wheelchair bound get in
his way. He was often heard
saying that ‘Necessity is the
Mother of Invention’, as
well as his more famous
quotes ‘Now Bearing In
Mind…’ & ‘The Long &
the Short Of It Is…’
He was frustrated
with the limitations of
commercial wheelchairs
& scooters, so he designed
his own trike, and a
means to load it on his

car independently - a
fundamental requirement
being that it could negotiate
the roughest of pub car
parks & the seat could be
raised to bar height. This
later became commercially
known as the ‘Morgan
Independence’.
It will be no surprise to
those that knew of Barry’s
enigmatic thinking that he
was replete with intuition,
and became truly inspiring
to many, despite his ill
health & disabilities.
His final 12 years of
gainful employment were
spent with his friends
David & Alex and together
they formed Kernow
Analytical Technology, and
later Kernow Instrument
Technology, which over
the years have become
another of Barry’s success
stories. He designed &
built many specialized
pieces of equipment for the
oil industry, as a designer
& director of K.A.T.
& K.I.T., most notably
was a novel design of
active magnetic levitation
bearing system for special
measuring machines. It
may be surprising to some
to know that he was still
contributing his talents to
both companies until his
last days.
He was always selfless
in sharing his knowledge,

and had the ability to make
people understand without
prejudice and belittlement.
He was a very gentle
family man who would
always choose to heal
over hurt, his personal
satisfaction came from
knowing he’d helped rather
than hindered.
Francis feels extremely
lucky as he could not have
had a better mentor, and a
dedicated loving Father to
pave the way forward, and
feels very honoured to have
had the opportunity to
work with him over many
years and on such a diverse
range of projects.
Both Francis & Jodi
are delighted to have been
able to envelope Barry
with a loving family &
grandchildren. Barry died
knowing he was loved by
many, but was especially
loved by all of his family &
all of his 13 grand children
wherever they were in the
world.
He wanted to tell us all,
but especially the grand
children, to look after our
bodies and look after our
brains.
Barry Alfred Morgan was
one of a kind, meant many
things to many people of
all ages, and although there
will be more like him, their
number will be few.

wicker coffin woven by Barry’s family
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Parish Council News

Forrabury and Minster Parish
Council meet in the Village
Hall on the second Thursday
of each month at 7pm. Members of the public are invited
to attend and may address the
Council during the first ten
minutes of the meeting. A
copy of the agenda is displayed
on the Parish Council notice
boards and website prior to
all meetings. Minutes of previous meetings are displayed
once they are approved by the
Council. For further information please contact the Parish
Clerk, Bob Smith:
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net or
visit www.boscastlecornwall.
org.uk

Public concerns
Bus stop sign was once
again mentioned as being
of concern being sited
forward of the flower bed
edging and posing a danger
to pedestrians.
Maintenance of planting
and shrubs in the car park
This was discussed by the
councilors who were told
that there was a two year
contract for their upkeep. It
was assumed that after that
time the Parish Council
would be responsible for
maintenance.
TV
reception
Some
households
experience
poor reception
Dog bin A new dog bin
has been installed on the
corner opposite Green
Lane. This was done
without the knowledge
of the Parish Council and
it was considered to be in
an unsightly position. Cllr
Findlay will re-site this
bin.
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Minster Toilet Closure
The Parish Council have
been told by Cornwall
County Council that they
are no longer prepared to
maintain these toilets. In
the past the Parish Council
have tried to find someone
willing
to
undertake
cleaning and maintenance
without success. While it
was felt locally that these
toilets are a valuable village
amenity it would appear
that they will be closed in
the near future.
Car Park Charges
No decision has been
reached by Cornwall
Council on the rates for
car parking for 2010. It is
thought that the Council
favour a uniform policy of
charging throughout the
County.
Top School
Planning approval has been
received for the conversion
of Top School into
premises for the Pre-school
Playgroup. It is hoped that
work will be completed by
September 2010.
South West Water
Cllr Findlay has reported
monthly on progress for the
work associated with the
sewage treatment works.
Work is on schedule. Cllrs
Findlay and Brewer have
expressed concern about
the quality of the stone
wall built at the football
field pumping station.
Parish Plan
A public meeting was
arranged by the Parish
Council to gauge the level
of interest in a Parish Plan,
see page 21.

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
If you are looking for a special gift or memento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly baked
pasties, handmade
cakes, scones and
pastries, a large
range of breads,
crisps & handmade
cookies, take-away
tea & coffee and
drinking chocolate.

Winter opening hours displayed on door
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501
CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

Co Cllr
Glenton
Brown
writes:
I will touch briefly on
three subjects, Waste,
Sewage, & Bats.
Firstly then on Cornwall’s
Waste, in 2006 Cornwall
County Council agreed
a 30 year £427 Million
contract, with Sita to
deliver an integrated Waste
Management
Contract,
which included building
a large plant at St.Dennis.
However in March 2009
the County Councils
Planning Committee voted
to refuse the application.
Sita have now lodged
an Appeal, and a public
inquiry begins on March
16th 2010.
The outcome and
future waste policy is now
in limbo, what is certain
is a massive cost to the
taxpayer.
If Cornwall Council
opts to terminate the
contract, it will cost £30
million, on the other
hand if the inquiry rules
in favour of the County
Waste Plan the costs would
be £30 million!! And the
date will be coming ever
closer to pay the full, and
increasing Land Fill Tax per
tonne. Also a new scheme
will have to be planned,
approved and constructed!
Next; I recently received
a letter from a very agitated
constituent on the subject
of Bats and where do we
draw the line on costs?? – I
think I will leave it to you
to answer. I am sure we are
all concerned to protect
the Environment in which

we live, and are proud of
the efforts being made in
our own area to ensure
and protect the survival of
a rare species of bats, my
constituents letter concerns
the much needed 3 mile
By-Pass for the village of
Dobwalls, near Liskeard, at
a cost of many millions. It
has been stated that 2 Bat
Bridges, constructed with
wire & mesh helps the Bats
cross the dual carriageway
to and from their roosts
and forage areas, at a cost
of around £300,000 for
Eleven Bats, originally
thought to be thirty three!
However in addition
there is a Bat House, and
96 Bat boxes around the
surrounding area, this
accommodation has in
mind the Rare Horseshoe
Bat. It is hoped the new
bridges will assist up to 12
or 14 native species to cross
safely in due course.
Further attention has
been paid to Badgers,
Dormice, Otters, & Fish.
Lastly I must give some
credit to SWW at this stage
of their construction work
on the sewage scheme for
Boscastle, Bossiney, &
Tintagel, they have made
excellent progress with the
minimum of inconvenience
to the general public, and
some of their workmen
must have nerves of steel
when you consider their
operations in the Bossiney
outfall area near Willapark
Headlands!
May I Take this
opportunity of wishing you
all a very happy and blessed
time this Christmas.
My telephone number is
01840 770302 if you wish
to contact me.
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Recently I was asked to be the
Chairman for an ‘Any Questions’
evening and was fascinated to see
that 2 0f the 20 questions submitted
for the evening referred to the role
of our country in the events in
Afghanistan. In nearly every national
news bulletin there is an item from
the ‘theatre of war’ in that country
and hardly a week passes without the
life of a British Soldier being lost.
Around the time of Remembrance
Sunday I read an article in which a
retired naval chaplain, who himself
had been involved in the Falklands
conflict wrote “often society takes
for granted the privileges of peace,
wealth, and abundance that others
have suffered to bring about. A
Soldier does what he has to do
to preserve the lifestyle we enjoy
and the political influence our
politicians want to preserve”. I
found that comment very searching
and challenging as I am aware that I
do not always fully appreciate how
indebted I am to others for their part
in creating and shaping the lifestyle
which I enjoy.
As we prepare for all the
Celebrations of the Christmas Season
it will be quite sobering to think of
those who will spend Christmas
with a husband, partner, fiancé, son
or daughter serving in Afghanistan
and all the anxiety and fear that they
live with every day, which becomes
greater at a time of family gathering
and celebration. It puts things into
perspective for us.
As we move through the Christmas
season into the New Year of 2010 it
would be good for all of us to think
on these things and ponder just how
much we do take for granted.
Page 12 Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2009

I have a poster which I shall use
in some Christmas Services in the
form of a children’s letter which
reads:Dear Father of Christmas,
Please would you give
us all a gift that would
change our lives and
bring hope and peace to
everyone in your world.
Thank You.

The letter reminds us that the
coming of Jesus amongst us at
God’s behest was that Christmas
gift which was given in the Creator
God’s love to challenge and enable
us to change our lives and hence the
life of our community, so that we do
live in hope and peace. The question
is “do we fully appreciate what we
are celebrating at Christmas”.
Wishing you every happiness
and blessing at Christmas and in
the New Year of 2010.
Bryan Ede,
Methodist Minister.

P.S. Our Methodist Christmas
Celebrations include:
Thursday, December 17th at
7.30pm
Carols with St. Gennys Band
Sunday, December 20th at 4pm
Village Carol Service at Forrabury
Christmas Day Service with
Communion at 9.30am
You will be very welcome to
“Come and join the Celebration.”

Contact information for
Boscastle Methodist Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274

Dear friends
Many of you (hopefully) will already
be aware that myself and several people
are looking at starting a Christian
Youth Group in the village. We think
that we already have a venue, and are
proposing to run every fortnight, but
before we take the next step we really
need to know if our ‘youth’ wish for
this to happen, and also if there are
any volunteers in the village, or wider
community, who would be prepared
to help lead the Group.
I am therefore asking in this article
for both groups to contact me so that
those of us looking at promoting this
venture might ascertain how we can
proceed.
If you therefore know of anybody
who would like to attend the group, or
help out in any way, then please contact
me as soon as possible, either by phone
– 01840 250359 or email – robert.
thewsey@btinternet.com, or just pop a
note through the Rectory door. I very
much look forward to hearing from
you over the coming weeks.
Forrabury Church are also rejoicing
in the growth of the number of
children who are regularly attending
our Children’s Church, which is being
held every 4th Sunday of the month,
9.45am at The Rectory, and then
the children join with the rest of the
congregation for the end of the service.
If you would like your child to attend
then please do get in touch, or just
turn up at The Rectory and join in.
You would be made very welcome.
Meanwhile here in the wider Group
of Churches we are busy getting ready
for the celebration of Christmas, with
concerts, services, a school nativity play
in Forrabury Church, Christingle... the
list seems to grow each time I look at

it. If you would like to know all of the
events happening in the group then
please do have a look at the Parish
Magazine for more details, or again
please contact me, it would be lovely
to have you join us as we celebrate
the birth of our Saviour this season.
There is even a Nativity Festival at
Forrabury Church – 11th, 12th and
13th December where there will be
lots, and lots of different Nativity Sets
on display. Please do come along and
have a look at all the different ways
that this event has been portrayed
– I have even made two of the sets
myself!!!!
It was really lovely to see so many
people in Church on Remembrance
Sunday, where we held our annual
joint service with Boscastle Methodist
Chapel and we thank Glenton Brown
for his excellent sermon that day.
It was also a great joy to see that so
many people then also joined us at
the Village War Memorial afterwards.
This national commemoration of
those who have fallen during wars has
been particularly relevant this year as
we have seen so many of our service
men and women killed in the conflict
in Afghanistan. Please do keep our
service men and women in your
prayers and thoughts this Christmas
and New Year, and also remember
their families and friends who have
been left behind as they celebrate
Christmas with the constant worry
that they might not see their loved
ones again.
May I take this opportunity, along
with the Church Council, of wishing
you all a Very Blessed and Peaceful
Christmas and New Year, and may
God’s Blessing rest upon you all now
and always. Amen.
Fr Robert

Contact information for
Church of England:
Fr Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359

Doctor’s
Corner:
Introducing
Dr Mogford
Hi, my name is Hannah Mogford
and I’m the new doctor at the
surgery. I may have met some of
you already as I started in August
and I’m here for a year. I’m a GP
registrar. This means that I’m a fully
qualified doctor but I’m currently
training to become a GP.
I qualified as a doctor in 2005
from Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’
medical school London. I worked
as a junior doctor at King’s College,
London gaining experience in
medicine and surgery. After 7 years
in London I decided to move away
and chose to come and work in
Cornwall. It’s the best decision I’ve
ever made as I love it here. I hope
when I qualify as a GP that I can
continue to work in Cornwall.
I worked in Treliske for 3 years
gaining experience in many of the
departments in the hospital and
beginning the training for my
chosen career path.
I grew up in a small village in
South Wales and living in Cornwall
reminds me in many ways of
home. I love being close to the sea,
taking walks on the beaches and
the beautiful scenery. However,
after moving to Cornwall some of
the narrow lanes did take a bit of
getting used to and my car still has
the scars!
This year I have started to learn
to sail a dinghy. This has proved
quite difficult as we have not had
the best weather and I blame this
for my poor performance! I will
hopefully make more progress next
season – with some better weather
(fingers crossed!).
Well, that’s enough from me
and I’m sure I will meet more of
you in the next year.

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches

Bottreaux Garage
Lock up garages
and stores to let at
Bottreaux Garage
Boscastle
For further information
call into garage or
telephone
01548-560500 or
07767-294281
VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Luxury self catering apartments
Tranquil location, distant sea views

****

Open all year 01840 250599
Diane & Peter Bentall
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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Harbourmasters News
Despite several bad gales in November
which put an end to much activity
September and October saw a long
period of good settled weather which
made a pleasing end to the season.
The run of sea bass which had started
in August continued right through
the Autumn and was the best season
I can remember for many years. So
many bass were caught that amongst
my colleagues we were even discussing
various ways to cook or prepare them
from raw with sushi sauce through
baked with herbs and wine to grilled
with beurre blanc and finally fried
with chips.
All of the smaller boats are now
out of the water. I took my boat Rene
down to Rock on the 13th October
having pre arranged with Brian and
Terry Anderson owners of Three Jays
to motor at the same time. Boscastle
to Rock in an open boat is a fairly
long journey and can be very difficult
in bad weather. In the event the sea
was virtually flat calm save for a small
swell which had all but gone by the
time we reached the estuary. This
was as well as crossing the bar can be
quite challenging. I managed to catch
a few mackerel on the journey and
was pleased to be allotted a mooring
on the river for few weeks so as to

NEATE
FEET
For all your foot health needs
Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867
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be able keep the boat going a little
longer this year operating from down
there. I keep a record of the number
of times I actually put to sea out of
Boscastle each summer and this year
I noted 78 trips from the 21st March
and several hundred lobsters landed
and sold.
I had an interesting report of a
female sea trout being found in the
Valency River just after spawning.
My neighbour Johnny Bamford’s dog
came across the fish on a walk in late
October and it was lifted from a pool.
I believe that at one time migratory
fish in the river were quite common
but verifiable reports have been few
and far between in recent years. I
know that following the flood efforts
were made to make the river easier
for trout and salmon to enter and it
rather seems that this work may now
be having results.
Many readers will have seen a
large survey ship off the harbour in
October and I understand that this
may be connected with the eventual
enactment and implementation of the
Marine Conservation Bill which has
been passing through Parliament. The
bill proposes that the management of

the inshore fisheries should in future
be carried out by the Inshore Fisheries’
and Conservation Authority with as
part of the object the environmental
management of the inshore marine
area. There is an existing conservation
and no take area around Lundy Island
and consultation has been in progress
with a view to creating new managed
zones. It remains to be seen how this
will impact on Boscastle.
Chris Key

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access

Postie’s
Corner
Well, winter draws on! But not
for me just yet, I’ll carry on
wearing my shorts
for a bit longer!
Christmas is very close now
and intentions turn to getting
the greetings cards written and
posted. We all had (probably
your first one of the season) a
Royal Mail card informing us
of the posting dates for delivery
before Christmas. If, by chance,
you have already “recycled”
yours, let me remind you.
2nd Class 18th December
1st Class 21st December
Special Delivery 23rd December
International Airmail 4th
December
I’d just like to say a bit about
parcel wrapping from a postie’s
point of view.
They need to be wrapped with
thick brown paper for preference
as it is stronger. Putting the
presents in a plastic bag first can
help as they won’t fall apart if
the paper tears. A clearly written
address in block capital letters
and an accurate postcode will
speed your parcel on its way
and, just in case, a return address
on the back in smaller block
capitals.
If you’re sending those lovely
cards with bits of tinsel and other
things stuck on them, please
make sure they are not too thick
to go through that little sizing
slot that Royal Mail insists on. If
they are, you will need to use a
Large Letter stamp.
May I take this opportunity to
wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New
Year.
From your Postie, Gerald

The Nap Puts The Fun Into Fundraising

A great day, and night, was had by all at
The Napoleon Inns Fishermen’s Mission
fundraiser in October. The weather was
perfect and the atmosphere was fab. A
huge thank you to all those who came
and had fun helping us to raise just over
£1500 for this very worthwhile cause.
We would also like to thank
all those who donated some
fantastic prizes in the raffle. The
evening’s entertainment proved
to be very popular, people
dancing in the marquees & in
the pub, all with smiling faces
and good humour.....was this
due to the amount they had
drunk? Very probably haha.
The live music was provided
by The Bossy boys, Professor
Johnson, Rum & Shrub, Baz

& Thomas Mordue (thanks for
setting the sound system up guys)
& the finale was a great set by Josh
Curnow. Personal thanks to our staff
& to Odette & Mandy for manning
the cake stall. Same time next year
guys????

Bottreaux Filling Station

Kernick
Curtains

Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily
Wide range of groceries
Gluten free products stocked
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Off Licence
Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm
Support your local shop

Tel 01840 250108

BD

Bespoke Curtain Making
All Styles of Heading
including
Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or
Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
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Pickwick
Papers
The theme of the annual
supper cabaret night in
January will be “A Night
at the Music Hall” and
each performance will be
dedicated to the memory
of the late Michael
Turner. Michael created
“The Boscastle Cave of
Harmony” which annually
presented a week long
season of traditional music
hall entertainment and
which always played to
packed houses. I thought
it would be good to take a
trip down memory lane for
the 2010 Cabaret Supper
Night and reprise some
of the favourite acts from
past programmes together
with a sprinkling of some
new, old, songs if you see
what I mean. The Boscastle
Players (aka the Geriatric
Players in some quarters)
have been rehearsing
regularly to ensure that
they put on another tiptop performance; one

which I hope that you will
feel able to support and
thereby supporting the
Boscastle, Trevalga and
Otterham and St. Juliot
Village Halls since they
will each benefit financially
from the proceeds of the
performances.
It is worth remembering
that it was as long ago
as 1851 that The Old
Canterbury Hall was the
first establishment to
be opened in Lambeth,
London and attracted
performers such as Marie
Lloyd and Dan Leno who
would use innuendo in
songs such as “Oh Mr
Porter” or “The Galloping
Major” to challenge the
banishment of sex from
public life: as a result,
Victorian music hall stars
were not welcomed into
polite society. Songs were
often composed with their
working class audiences
in mind and expressed in
melodic form situations
with which the poor were

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians

very familiar; songs like
“My Old Man Said Follow
the Van” and “Why Am I
always The Bridesmaid”
were the “hits” of their day
along with many others
which became the basis for
the typical Cockney “knees
up”.
Catering for popular
tastes and staging a variety
of acts - songs, music,
dance and acrobats and
encouraging
audience
participation, music hall
offered a respite to the
Victorian working classes
from the long and usually
arduous working day. Acts
would be cheered or hissed
and booed in accordance
with the quality of the
performance, cabbages and

tomatoes were thrown at
the more dire acts, often
these would be “first timers”
and who were being tried
out, and if things became
too bad they would be
dragged off the stage by the
legendary hooked pole.
The Boscastle Players
endeavour to re-create
some of the atmosphere
of the “good old days” in
the forthcoming cabaret
supper night and strongly
invite you to attend, minus
the cabbages and tomatoes
of course, and by the way
we shall not be including
the acrobats this time as
the dimensions of the
village hall preclude the
installation of a high wire!!

CABARET SUPPER NIGHT
A NIGHT
AT THE MUSIC HALL
With the Boscastle Players
at

Boscastle Village Hall
Friday and Saturday
15th &16th January 2010
at 7.30 p.m.
&
Otterham and St Juliott Village Hall
Saturday 23rd January 2010
at 7.30 p.m.
Entry by ticket, price : £10.00
to include a buffet supper and
complimentary glass of wine

5 Market Place, Camelford

Licensed bar selling wine and soft drinks

Tel: 01840 213011

Proceeds are for the benefit of Boscastle and Trevalga Village halls
on 15th & 16thJanuary
and Otterham and St Juliott Hall on 23rd January

Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted
Feel free to call in and browse our wide
selection of frames including designer ranges
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Tickets from Pickwick Antiques
01840 250770
or o1566 880085

Village Organisations
Benefit from Festival
Payout

HERITAGE

Renovation & Construction Ltd, and
Bespoke Joinery Ltd
Unit 2, Highfield Industrial Estate, Camelford PL32 9RA
✠ Barn conversions New Builds Refurbishment works ✠
✠ Windows Doors Stairs Kitchens ✠
✠ Contemporary and Traditional ✠
Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854
www.heritageonsite.co.uk
email: info@heritageonsite.co.uk
Building locally for over 20 years

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Adrian Prescott (chairman) 250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470

publicity shot for this year’s food festival

Local organisations will
benefit to the tune of £1700
as a result of this year’s
highly successful festival of
food art and crafts, BosFest
2009. There maybe a little
more cash to pay out
once all receipts are in but
these are the organisations
to have benefited so
far: Boscastle Cricket
Club, Gig Club, Coast
Watch, First Responders,
Women’s Institute, WRVS,
Methodist Chapel, Church
of England and Boscastle
Art Group.
“We’re delighted to be
able to make these awards,”
said Boscastle Chamber
of Trade and Commerce
treasurer Chris Searle. “Even
without a launch concert
this year the response was
tremendous and of course
this comes on top of the
money the thousands of
visitors spent in local shops
and businesses during the
festival.”
The two day festival in
October broke all records
in attendance and takings
and has set the organisers

an ambitious task for next
year. The dates for 2010
have already been set –
October 2nd and 3rd – and
a new organising committee
will be appointed at the
BCTC’s annual meeting
on December 2nd. Some
ideas have already been
suggested for discussion,
including a possible third
day, finding a co-organiser
for an opening launch
event and possibly seeking
a new permanent site for
the festival.
Meanwhile, plans are
already well advanced for
the Walking Week to be
held in April 2010. More
walks and other events
have been added to the
programme which will
be featured on the new
BosFest website due to be
launched in the next few
weeks, more details from:
Denise Tillinghast on
01840 250397
Boscastle Visitor Centre
01840 250010
and on page 30 of this
issue of the Blowhole.
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Brian & Barbara Honey
We say Farewell to the
Honeys as they move from
Boscastle to Bodmin
When I heard that Brian
and Barbara Honey were
planning
on
leaving
Boscastle and since they
are connected to long
established village families
–Scott and Hockin - I
thought we cannot let
them slip quietly away
without sending them off
with good wishes from
the Blowhole. This article
is a Hail and Farewell to a
quiet couple, with a gentle
sense of humour.

both born in
Boscastle ...a ‘Top
Town Boy ‘ and a
‘Bridge Girl’
They were both born in
Boscastle, with Brian, an
only child, being a ‘Top
Town Boy’ and Barbara,
one of five children, a
‘Bridge Girl’. Brian’s family
lived in a cottage opposite
the ‘Napoleon’ in High
Street, where, in those days
village shops and services
abounded. Barbara was
brought up in the ‘Manor’,
which her family rented
and ran as a hotel and tea
room until it was bought
by the Council, when the
land opposite was turned
into the car park. This
lower part of the village
was known as ‘Bridge’. So
how did their friendship
bridge the steep climb
between the two regions of
Boscastle? Well, many lifelong friendships begin at
Boscastle School and such
was the case for Brian and
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Barbara.
Not being the age of
computers or television,
entertainment for children
then was Cubs, Scouts
and Boys Brigade (run by
Dr Hillier) for Brian and
Brownies and Girl Guides
for Barbara, with the
Youth Club as a meeting
place for older boys and
girls. The purpose of these
organisations was more
than social gatherings,
they promoted (and still
do) activities that could
lead to learning new skills,
achieving personal goals and
an awareness of citizenship
- as well as cementing
early friendships. These
organisations helped to
give a sense of community
and whilst many of the
meetings were held in the
Village Hall, some were
held in ‘Town Hall’.
School days over, in the
early 1950’s Brian went to
work for Frank Symons,
a potato merchant in
Boscastle. Together they
would load up the truck
at 4.00 a.m. for the
journey along the A303
to Covent Garden to
supply the metropolis with
Cornish potatoes. The 240
mile journey must have
seemed long and arduous
in comparison to a trip
today; with bypasses, dualcarriageways and faster cars.
Brian could ‘turn his hand
to everything’ and did so,
moving on to work on two
farms; then for Mr Wilkes
- a chemist and latterly for
the Camelford RDC as the
refuse collection worker in
Boscastle. Those of us who

remember the old type dust
carts will recollect that the
truck had a dome shaped
cover with sliding lids.
These had to be opened
before the bins could be
lifted up to be emptied
and then closed to prevent
rubbish falling out, very
physical! No black plastic
bags slung into the rubbish

gobblers of today! In our
age of Health and Safety
awareness (some might say
interference!!) I don’t expect
Brian would be allowed to
operate on his own, as he
did then.
When Barbara started
work she joined the office
staff of Ward and Sons,
a wholesale grocer in the

Brian & Barbara Honey
village. After her marriage
at Minster church in 1960
she worked part-time firstly in the post office,
then at Rush’s agricultural
merchants and latterly
as a dinner lady. Barbara
told me music brought
the couple closer together.
Brian was in the choir and
also played the cornet in the
village brass band. At this
point in our conversation
they showed me a 78
record entitled Boscastle
Breakdown, a selection of
Southern English Country
Music.
Amongst
the
groups recorded are The
Tintagel and Boscastle
Players with the names of
Hocken and Biddick very
much in evidence. The
group, which included
Brian’s uncle, was recorded
playing at the Wellington
in1943 by the celebrity
Richard Dimbleby.
Shortly after their son
Nigel was born in 1965,
Barbara’s mother died and
her father was invited to
live with Brian, Barbara
and baby Nigel. It says
much for their sense of
responsibility and caring
nature that, as new parents,
they welcomed him into
their home. Barbara had

SU E

the care of three generations
of her men folk for many
years. It is intriguing how
certain qualities run in
families. Brian spent many
years disposing of our
village debris, Barbara was
part of the team responsible
for the nourishment of our
Boscastle school children
and their son Nigel, a
Bodmin fireman, responds
to emergency calls, with
which many of us would
be incapable of dealing.
With health declining for
Brian and Barbara (she
had an operation for a new
heart valve last year) it is
now their turn to be cared
for and so they will move
to Bodmin. Blessed with a
caring son, who has their
welfare at heart, Barbara
told me Nigel gave them
‘twelve months to decide
whether to move or not’.
However, the decision was
quickly made and on 14th
November they moved into
Nigel’s home, which he has
given over to his Mum and
Dad.
We send our best wishes,
as I am sure all their friends
do, and hope they soon
settle into their new life.

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

GQ

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce
wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect

Open weekends
for more details please visit our web site
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

WESTERN SUPPLY CO
Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!
Come and see our extensive range of
Building and D.I.Y products

Including...
• Patio slabs and decking
• Decorative chippings and pebbles
SPECIAL OFFER:
3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged
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Environment Agency Works

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

Phil Headon
Builder & Stonewaller - Craftmason
The Environment Agency
is working in partnership
with Cornwall Council to
improve the culvert where
the Forrabury stream
crosses Dunn Street to
reduce the risk of flooding
to properties in the area of
Dunn Street and Old Road.
This requires a replacement
pipe to be installed between
the culvert inlet in the
garden of ‘Claremont’ and
the outfall in the garden of
‘Tower House’.
The works will be
completed in three stages.
Firstly, a new culvert will be
installed under Dunn Street
by Cornwall Council. This
work has already started
and the road was closed in
November whilst the works
were carried out.
The EA will install the
new culverts on each side of
Dunn Street in two stages
during December 2009 and
early 2010. In December,
the culvert on the eastern
side of Dunn Street will be
replaced within the garden
of Tower House. This will
require the construction of
a new outfall structure and
a new pipe to connect to
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a new manhole in Dunn
Street. The road will
remain open throughout
the construction period;
although a working area will
be required on the highway
outside Claremont and
The Nook for the duration
of the works.
The final part of the
works will be to replace
the culvert in the gardens
of Claremont and The
Nook.
Once
again,
Dunn Street will remain
open throughout the
work.
However,
the
public footpath between
Claremont and The Nook
that leads from Dunn
Street to New Road will be
closed temporarily.

Pop-In
The Pop-In is open
every Monday
morning from 9.30
am - 11 am at the
Boscastle Community
Centre. Call in for a
cup of tea or coffee.
Enjoy a chat. Meet
friends both old and
new and catch up on
news. Everyone is
welcome.

Stonework, barn conversions
& renovations. New build, extensions,
farm buildings & concreting.

Tel:01840 250424 or 07968727689
All parts of Cornwall & Devon covered.

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314
Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

A Parish Plan for Boscastle?
On 20 November the Parish
Council held a public
meeting at the Community
Centre to consider a Parish
Plan for Boscastle. Tracey
Edwards of Cornwall
Rural Community Council
addressed the meeting,
explaining the processes
and benefits of a Parish
Plan for the community.
She explained that the
purposes of a Parish Plan
were to:
Focus people’s minds on
what is important about
their way of life, which
aspects they enjoyed and
wished to preserve
•To highlight any problems
facing the community and
suggest ways they could be
dealt with
•To influence local and
national authorities by
providing information to
back up representations
made to them by the
community
•To attract funding by
providing evidence of need
for local projects
•To encourage individuals
and organizations to work
and plan together for
the mutual benefit of the
parish
Tracey brought along
a number of plans from
neighbouring
parishes
to illustrate the various
approaches they adopted
when constructing a plan.
While the Parish Council
would hold the funds
and be the accountable
authority for the plan, its
main role is to help to set up
a steering group, composed
of both individuals and
representatives of various

organizations, which will
consult with parishioners
via
public
meetings,
questionnaires and social
events, in order to get the
views of the whole village.
As the plan evolves and
results begin to emerge,
then it is important that
the group keep in touch
with the community to
provide the results of
information gathered and
develop proposals based
on these. The timescale for
the completion of a Parish
Plan varies, but on average
the process takes between a
year and 18 months.
When writing the plan
the team should liaise
with local authorities and
funding groups, to assess
what is achievable, what
ideas may be feasible, and
in what timescale, so that
the plan is not just an
exercise in wish-fulfilment,
without clear or realizable
objectives.
Every community is
unique, but there will be
certain common concerns:
law and order, education,
affordable housing and so
forth, where it would be
useful to find out what
other Cornish parishes
are doing to develop their
ideas. The website www.
cornwallrcc.co.uk contains
a large number of parish
plans which can be read or
downloaded.
A number of individuals
have expressed an interest in
joining a team to develop the
plan but more are needed.
If anybody wants to help
with this project, or wishes
to contribute suggestions
or concerns on the future

of the parish, please contact
Parish Council Chairman,
Dave Ferrett, on 250418
or the Clerk, Bob Smith,
on 250440.

Best Kept Village
Competition
2010
In recent years, Boscastle
has not been successful
in having a mention in
the Best Kept Village
Competition. Yes, I know it
is difficult to imagine bright
colours of summer flowers
bordering the green, freshly
mown grass of our gardens,
after the fierce winds and
battering rain we have had
recently However, since we
can do little out of doors,
winter gives us time to
plan our gardens for the
warmer days to come and
perhaps this year we will

be more successful (despite
the ‘slings and arrows of
outrageous’ road works and
the like).
The judging is done by
the Cornwall Federation
of Women’s Institutes (not
our own WI ladies, so no
sneaky help there!) and
takes place in June and
July, so we have plenty of
time to plan ahead, get the
lawn mower greased up and
browse the flower catalogues
This year’s winner was
Wilcove near Torpoint,
they received a monetary
award of £500, which will
benefit their community. It
was reported that ‘Two of
the ingredients which have
helped (them) earn ...a
country-wide competition’
were - ‘immaculate gardens
and a good community
spirit’. Well, that’s alright
then, we are half way to
winning it and all we need
to do is smarten up our
gardens – for two months
of the year at the very least
– June and July!!
So how about it, folks,
will yours be an ‘immaculate
garden’ this coming year? To
help you get into the spirit
I’ll offer this gardening tip
-‘the answer lies in the soil’
- now who was it who first
said
GQ

Relieve stress & tension with a
back/body Swedish massage.
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic
massage with soothing
essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

LYNNE KELLY

St Gennys & Local areas

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 07751 508800
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THE NATIONAL TRUST

The work party pausing at New Mills footbridge

The local warden team hosted a ‘join
in and help’ day on December 1st,
undertaking some coppicing in the
Valency Valley. A mix of volunteers
came from the local area and as far
as Falmouth and Okehampton to
help with the practical conservation
work.
The work was part of the woodland
management for the flood alleviation
scheme, but will also have benefits
for wildlife. The flood plain zone
has been broken into compartments
so that we can rotate the coppicing
over a period of time, cutting down
some of the re-growth each winter.
At present 12 compartments will be
coppiced over a 6 year period. The aim
is to prevent the possibility of large
amounts of woody debris flowing
downstream in a 1 in 100 year flood
scenario. We are hoping to extend
this to 10 years when we look at the
plan again with the Environment
Agency in the future. Coppicing is a
traditional woodland management,
where trees are cut at the base and left
to re-sprout. In the past this would
have provided materials for charcoal,
bean poles, tool handles and hurdles
etc. Having a mosaic of wooded cover
and open coppiced areas provides the
most diverse habitat for wildlife and
allows ground flora to flourish.
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We coppiced mainly alder in two
of these compartments whilst at
the same time removing some large
buddleia bushes. Since the 2004
flood a number of invasive species
have found their way into the river

system and buddleia is starting to
take over a bit in parts! The plant was
introduced from China in the 1890’s
and has since become established
across the UK. Although famed
for its wildlife value – particularly
butterflies – in some situations like
gardens and urban waste ground
sites, it is undesirable in our natural
oak woodland habitat.
Many thanks to those who came
to help. We got a lot done in a
short space of time, despite the rain
eventually halting the good work!
We are hoping to have regular
midweek volunteer days, with a variety
of tasks taking place on Trust land
between Boscastle and Morwenstow.
To date these have been on the first
Tuesday of each month.
If you would like to be added to
an email list so we can contact you
about forthcoming events, please get
in touch on 01288 331372 or email
mike.simmonds@nationaltrust.
co.uk

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle
01840 250204
16th century pub full of character

Lunch & evening meals served daily
All food prepared on the premises using local produce wherever possible

Join Us for Some Festive Season Fun
CHRISTMAS EVE ~ music, mulled wine & mince pies by the fire
CHRISTMAS DAY ~ book now for CHRISTMAS LUNCH
		
Only £49.95 per head (also open for drinks)
BOXING DAY ~ open for food & drinks, come in & relax

NEW YEARS EVE RED CARPET THEMED COCKTAIL NIGHT
Glam up for the Nap’s RED CARPET EVENT with music from the fabulous JARKA
Welcome the New Year in style

NEW YEARS DAY Come & enjoy our HANGOVER CURE BREAKFAST!!
Served 10am – 12.30pm (book now)
Happy Xmas & New Year from Ron Sharon & All at the Nap

Charity quiz night January 13th book now

News from the Lookout

THE NATIONAL TRUST

Grazing on Forrabury Stitches

Not so many walkers to
log this Summer, and with
the spells of wet weather
that wasn’t too surprising,
but we were still on hand
to help when we were
needed. An ambulance was
organised for an injured
walker on the Coastal
Path, the Coastguard asked
us to lookout for a missing
person, later found without
injury, we gave reports on
an unidentified object on
Strangles Beach and our
Manager, John Davis, was
called out one night to help
the Boscastle Coastguard
Team investigate reports
of flares in the sky. They
turned out to be Chinese
Lanterns sent up from the
Youth Hostel!
It may seem like a quiet
Summer but the training
goes on, just in case.
We were happy to
help during the Boscastle
Festival, in spite of the

amount of rain that fell
in the parking field,
and managed a good
turnout of members for
the Remembrance Day
Service.
This year we do seem to
have had more success in
attracting lady watchkeepers
and they currently make
up over 40% of our
strength including five of
our Trainers, the Deputy
Station Manager, Treasurer,
Training Officer, Rostering
Officer and Fund Raising
Officer. So if any local
gentlemen want to even up
the numbers we’d be happy
to hear from you.
Now we are looking
forward to our Christmas
celebration and some
quieter
weather;
we
registered 80.1knots (92
mph)of wind on 14th
November and that can
make the walk up to the
Lookout very interesting!

“One word - fantastic”
- Davina & Paul 2008

Rooms with breakfast

01840 250418

Five star
Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

To help retain and increase
the variety of wildflowers
present on the Stitches,
the area will be grazed
for approximately three
months over the winter.
Some of the Home Farm
herd of Devon Red cattle
will be used for this.
They will help to remove
some of the long coarse
growth, allowing smaller
wildflower varieties to
flourish and preventing the
banks between the historic
field strips from developing
a covering of scrubby
vegetation.
The Red Devon breed is
of calm temperament but
may be inquisitive of dogs.
The numbers of cattle will
be low and they will have
the entire site to forage.
Water troughs are placed
well off any access paths to
help prevent muddy areas
developing where people
walk.
A small amount of
fencing work has been
necessary for stock proofing

and safety reasons at the
cliff top section at Western
Blackapit. Pedestrian gates
have been installed on the
Coast Path and Willapark
paths to prevent stock access
beyond site perimeter.
Public access has not
been affected, so remains
as before. Please keep to
the footpaths provided, as
there is no access to the
Stitches apart from on these
paths and dogs should be
kept under close control.
The paths may be muddy
over the winter and will be
monitored by the National
Trust.
Area Warden’s Office
01288 331372
Property Manager 01208
863046

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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South West Water Update
these pipe laying works are
being undertaken.
The pumping station in
the football field at the top
of Forrabury Hill is almost
complete, with the pumps
and electrical equipment
yet to be installed, the
existing gateway to be
widened and reinstatement
works to be finalised.

the outfall to be washed
away and as part of this
project, the last thirty
metres has been rebuilt.
The construction work used
roped access with an aerial
runway to lower materials
down to the cove.
As well as the pipeline,
pumping station and
outfall construction, work

Waste Water Treatment Site Open Day 17 October

Since the Autumn edition
of the Blowhole, South
West Water with its
partners BAM Nuttall and
Pell Frischmann have been
busy working towards their
deadline for completion in
Spring 2010. To recap, the
scheme is required under the
European Union’s Urban
Waste Water Treatment
Directive and will provide
secondary treatment to
the sewage arising from
Boscastle, Bossiney and
Tintagel. It consists of
transfer pumping stations
in the three villages with a

new treatment works close
to the black barn near to
Trevalga.
Almost all of the
pipeline work in fields is
complete and in the process
of
being
successfully
tested. Chambers have
been constructed along
the pipeline at intervals, to
allow for air release at high
points or to drain the pipes
for maintenance at lower
points.
Pipeline
work
in
Boscastle from the existing
harbour pumping station
along the south side of

Valency
Taxis

Bossiney Outfall

To reduce congestion in
Boscastle during the busy
Christmas period there will
be no construction works
from 18th December until
the 4th January 2010.
If you have recently
walked along the cliff path
near Bossiney, you may
have seen the repairs to the
existing untreated waste
water outfall. Erosion had
caused the seaward end of

has been continuing at the
treatment works site where
the centrepiece is the 20
metres diameter, 8 metres
deep,
concrete
waste
water treatment tank. The
outer wall of the tank is
complete and by the time
this article goes to print,
the inner walls should also
be finished. Galglass, a
specialist subcontractor, has
taken on this project and

Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
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Aerial Runway for Outfall Works

SWW Update

continued

used their innovative steel
faced slipform system to
install the tank in 1 metre
“lifts”. This economical
design means the walls and
base of the tank are only
250 millimetres thick and
the base is cast directly
onto
the
underlying
fractured bedrock, without
piled foundations and
with minimal steel mesh
reinforcement.
There have been more
archaeological finds along
the pipeline route in
Tintagel, including more
cist graves. Carl Thorpe,
Archaeologist with the
Historic
Environment,
Cornwall Council, has
continued to be involved
with the project and said,
“South
West
Water’s
project has given us the

Although these graves are
not unusual themselves, it
was unexpected given that
they are situated so close
to a cist grave cemetery in
Tintagel churchyard.
Earlier this year a
fallen standing stone was
found at Quoit, between
Trevalga and Trethevy. The
4.5 tonne stone is thought
to have originally stood
upright and is believed to
be of later prehistoric to
early medieval date. It has

Works at Forrabury Pumping Station

meeting those working on
the project. Earlier she had
visited Penwith College
and Newquay Airport.
In discussion with the
local construction liaison
group, the team held an
open day at the waste
water treatment works on
Saturday 17th October.
Over 30 people attended
the event to listen to an
overview of the project,
view progress and to take

the opportunity to descend
a temporary stairway, to the
base of the new treatment
tank. South West Water
and partners will hold
another open day in the
spring to mark the end of
the project. Full details will
be posted on the notice
board close to the coach
park and on the dedicated
project website www.
southwestwater.co.uk/
bbtcleansweep.

Big Dig with Bam Nuttall Agent Richard Vosper standing in the
centre of the photo, to give a sense of scale

opportunity to discover
several medieval artefacts.
It has helped increase our
understanding of past
activity in an area that has
seen very little fieldwork
before.” The cist graves are
lined with upright stones,
and are unusual to find in
Cornwall. These are the
second graves discovered
on this project, the first
were found at Forrabury.

been shaped from a large
local greenstone, with a
rounded base and tapering
top. All the artefacts have
been left in situ and covered
securely.
Jean Venables, the
first woman president
of Institution of Civil
Engineers, visited a number
of the construction sites
as part of her Presidential
duties
in
September,
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Pete’s Peeps at the Past
1 Jan 1819: Falmouth
Packets
Order of sailing; for Lisbon
every Friday evening (Apr
to Oct) and Sat: mornings
(Oct to Apr). For Barbados,
Jamaica & America the first
Sunday of every month.
The Brazils, the Sat: after
the first Tues every month.
The return of the packets is
calculated thus; - Jamaica
& back 17 weeks, America
15 weeks, Leeward Islands
13 weeks, Mediterranean
& back 12 weeks and the
Brazils & back 18 weeks.
7 July 1843: A
Gathering on Bodmin
Moor
A large meeting of
teetotallers gathered at
Roughtor with banners
& flags & a multitude of
wagons & carts and bands
of music. Besides coffee etc.
there was also beverages of
another kind was available.
The meeting opened with
singing and prayer.
The following summer
a second meeting was
held attended by 10,000
people, not all teetotallers,
the “enemies” introduced
wrestling, donkey racing,
drunken
dancing
&
singing far into the night.
Close at hand a black flag
flew on the place where
murdered
Charlotte
Dymond was found &
penny subscriptions were
taken towards a memorial.

Basset had two bullocks
slaughtered and sacks of
flour given to the poor
in Illogan. Philip Vyvyan
Robinson gave a large
quantity of coals at Helston.
W. Arundell of Trebunsye
House near Launceston
give blankets. George
Webber of Hexworthy
House, Launceston gave
beef, bread & wood to the
poor of Lawhitton.

17 Mar 1848: The
“Cornwall” in Distress
The steamer left Bristol
for Hayle on Friday but
got caught in a storm and
passed Lundy on her course
but had to turn back to the
island at 12 midnight, she
stayed until Saturday night
then Capt. Vivian took her
on course but had to turn
back & stayed all Sunday,
she eventually left, “half
steam half sail” through
rough weather arriving
at Hayle at 12 o’clock
Monday.

25 May 1849: Causes
of Death
The following reports are
given by the registrars
in different parts of the
county. Boscastle: 12 births,
8 deaths, the slate quarries
had stopped & a large
Dec 1845: Christmas
number of people moved
Benevolence
to other areas: Camelford:
Sir Wm. Trelawney, Lord
67 births, 33 deaths which
Lieutenant of the county
were above average, several
has given many gifts to
due to whooping cough:
the poor of Calstock. Lady
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Launceston: 19 births, 30
deaths above average owing
to measles in the Union
Workhouse. Saltash: 45
births, 27 deaths small-pox
raged fatally but has since
disappeared. Liskeard: 133
births, 50 deaths, a decrease
of 33 deaths on the last
quarter: because influenza
prevailed fatally at that
time. Bodmin; Egloshayle:
59 births, 26 deaths, the
increase due mainly to
miners coming into the
district, some deaths due to
typhus. Truro; St. Agnes:
88 births, 60 deaths above
average due to whooping
cough & unusual mortality
of old people.

month & Bailey a fortnight
with hard labour, each to
be privately whipped a day
before they leave the gaol.

28 Mar 1874: The
China Clay Trade
While tin and copper
mining in Cornwall is
labouring under great
difficulties, it is very
satisfactory to notice that
the china clay trade is in a
more flourishing condition
than ever before and a
great expansion in this
employment. There are
106 clay works in different
parts of the county but
chiefly in the St. Austell
and Par districts. The trade
has greatly increased in
9 Jan 1868: Juvenile
the last 7 years. In 1872
Culprits Flogged
the china clay produced
Four boys named Henry in Cornwall amounted to
Guest, Henry Bailey, 141,000 tons.
William Trelease & J.
12 July 1875: Drawn
Downing, charged with
By 33 Horses
breaking into Messrs.
Carne’s
brewery
and A large block of granite,
stealing some beer & computed to weigh 30 tons,
damaging a wall on was on Saturday drawn by
entering, were sentenced 33 horses from Messrs. J.
as follows:- Guest & Bailey Freeman and Son’s quarry
12 lashes each, Trelease 9 at Carnsew to Penryn
& Downing 6. Another railway station, to be
charge was preferred against forwarded to Manchester,
Guest & Bailey for stealing where it will form the base
a silver albert chain for of the monument to be
which Guest was sentenced erected to the memory of
to Bodmin Gaol for one Oliver Cromwell.

Wicked Enchantments
at the Victoria &Albert
They did

Joyce and Kerriann at the V&A

Halloween was especially
interesting for the Museum
of Witchcraft this year as
members of its staff were
asked to present a talk
at the Victoria & Albert
Museum’s Friday Late
event on October 30th.
Graham King, owner of
the Museum of Witchcraft,
was contacted earlier in
the year by the V&A
events co-ordinator to
discuss the possibility of
contributing to the ‘In The
Dead of Night’ evening
based around the theme of

Halloween. Joyce Froome,
the museum’s medieval
historian,
has
been
working on a meticulously
researched book on magic
spells in the time of the
witch hunts so Graham felt
a talk on this subject would
be perfect. The V&A
agreed and Joyce, along
with Graham’s partner
Kerriann, went along to
speak at the event. It was
extremely well attended
and the talk was booked
out within five minutes of
the tickets being released.

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962

Methodist Church
Bazaar

two half
hour talks back to back
with no time for a break.
Unfortunately it meant
they were unable to
watch the other events
which included Simon
Costin’s
performance,
‘Dine With Death’, where
Simon arrived in a coffin,
delivered by a Victorian
hearse, to dine in the
restaurant
surrounded
by a group of guests in
extremely over the top
High Gothic costume, a
Japanese demon folklore
lantern workshop, and
a dark fairy tale puppet
show.
All great fun and great
for the museum to be
invited to take part in such
a high profile event. The
feedback was extremely
positive and they hope to
do more of the same in
the future. Joyce’s book
‘Wicked Enchantments’
will be released early
2010.

The Methodist Autumn
Bazaar and Coffee Morning
held on Thursday 19
November 2009 raised
£330 in for the Church
funds. Thanks are extended
to all those who gave their
support.

Village Hall
New caretaker for
Village Hall
The
Annual
General
Meeting of the Boscastle
Village Hall was held on
Monday 16th November.
The Chairman, Michael
Parsons reported that due
to ill health the Caretaker,
Carole Flower, has had to
resign. He thanked her and
Malcolm Drover for all the
hard work they had put into
keeping the Hall in such
good condition.
He was pleased to
welcomed
the
new
caretaker, Sandra Christie,
who together with her
husband will now look after
the Hall and be responsible
for bookings.
Sandra can be contacted
on 250249.

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
Phone: 01840 250202
ETC **
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering
Fine Dining Restaurant

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

Bright and airy Free house bar
Beer Garden
Live Entertainment every week
All events catered for from 2 – 100
people
For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts
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Being Fully Abreast of the Times
Ann Rodda muses on
whether she is behind the
times:
I have long been aware that
I am not, nor have ever
attempted to be, at the
forefront of technology;
the struggle that I have to
‘open a document’ without
some kind of ‘menu’ getting
in the way would arouse a
degree of sympathy in the
hardest heart. I wouldn’t
like to tell you how long
it has taken me to get this
far. And it will be time
for ‘Bargain Hunt’ in a
moment. More delays. But,
I was somewhat taken aback
when my faithful friend,
The Oxford Dictionary
of English, 2nd Edition,
published 2003, revealed to
me exactly how far behind
the times I am. With no
malice aforethought, I was
perusing (see, that’s pretty
passé,) in a random manner
a variety of entries, when it
caught my eye that a word
in common use had three
definitions: the first two
meanings which would

spring to my mind were
definitions numbers two
and three. What particularly
caught my attention was
the assertion that meaning
number one was ‘now the
standard accepted term
throughout the Englishspeaking world’ and that as
a result ‘the centuries-old
other senses have more or
less dropped out of natural
(yes! natural!) use. The word
cannot be used readily and
unselfconsciously today in

‘Gran, do you
remember the
olden days?’ I
fear I do,
these older senses without
arousing a sense of double
entendre, despite concerted
attempts by some (ha!) to
keep them alive.’ That’s
me put in my place, then.
And that’s ‘gay’ stuffed
as a way of saying either
‘brightly-coloured’
or
‘cheerful’, into the bargain!
I would say, mildly, and
in my own defence that I

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240

am not even faintly phobic
about others’ orientations,
geographical, emotional,
sexual, whatever. That
last word is an example of
pretty modern usage, so I
feel quite relieved and am
recovering my composure.
Mind you, it doesn’t
help to recall a granddaughter, with absolutely
no sense of irony, asking,
‘Gran, do you remember
the olden days?’ I fear I do,
- or, at least, what she means
by ‘olden days’, which,
movingly, are the golden
years which represent the
few high points of my
teenage career. It must be
confessed, however, that
the concept of ‘teenager’
was not as fully rounded
or ‘in your face’ then as it
appears to be now. It would
be overstating the case to
say that female suffrage had
not reached our shores, but
it was a while ago. Our
local grocer’s shop still kept
the cheese reassuringly
close to the paraffin, which
tells you how comfortingly
distant most Health and
Safety legislation was. It
was also still possible to buy
many items ‘loose’, that
is to say not immovably

Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties
www.sweepingsolutions.co.uk
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and unreachably packaged
inside numerous layers
of plastic origin which
are totally resistant to any
approach by a normally
powered human hand, and
which can only be reached,
or ‘accessed’ is probably
the politically correct term
now, by means of some
dangerously sharp power
tool. The irony is that one
is often forced to inflict
an injury on one’s own
hand in order to reach the
desired item: if they weren’t
so securely wrapped, one
would perhaps not need so
much legislation in the first
place.

...the quite
unmanageable
quantities of
wiring which now
seem to haunt
most houses...
It is also mildly
disconcerting to realise
that one is completely
unable to recognise or
identify many of the
current recommendations
for Christmas gifts. Most
of these items are probably
electronic creations serving

Being Fully Abreast of the Times

P
ENNING
PA I N T I N G

continued

no useful purpose as far
as I can see, wrapped in
unfeasibly
complicated
packaging, which only
serve to increase the quite
unmanageable quantities
of wiring which now seem
to haunt most houses. Even
switching on the television
to watch one of the few
remaining
programmes
which do not induce
terminal rage has become
a task which seems quite
unreasonably complicated
and necessitates pointing
strange
controls
at
equally
strange
and
unresponsive
winking
lights. Consequently, it is
just as well, I acknowledge,
that there are in existence
relatively few programmes
that I can even contemplate
watching, these being ones
which do not contain a list
of completely unheard-of
‘celebrities’. And whatever
happened to recognisable
popular music? How can it
have happened that at least
thirty years have elapsed

since the composition of
a hit tune which I can
even recognise, let alone
name? And don’t even get
me started on the matter
of sending text messages.
Although, here, I have to
confess I do appear to be so
far behind even my own
contemporaries that I am
going to have to make an
effort to send some. But
not without capitals, and
certainly not using those
silly abbreviations. I can
sense that there are some
dangerous
possibilities
in these areas in terms of
the Dreaded New Year
Resolutions. Is there a
danger I will become a
fully paid up member of
the texting society, who
can recognise the latest
hit tunes and who knows
who won The X Factor?
On balance, probably
not. After all, you have to
give your grandchildren
something to feel superior
about.

Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596

JIGSAW HAIR STUDIO
52 HIGH STREET, DELABOLE

FULLY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED STYLISTS
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING
Opening Hours

GENT’S EVENING TUESDAYS

Tue 9am - late

LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS

Wed 9am - 5pm

MANICURE & PEDICURE BY APPOINTMENT

Thur 9am - 8pm
Fri

9am - 5pm

Sat

9am - 5pm

ST TROPEZ TAN RETAIL OUTLET
FOR AN APPOINTMENT TEL: 01840 213764

AR

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking
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From the very best of Britain’s coastline to wonderful walks amid woods and streams, it’s all on
offer during Boscastle’s increasingly popular Walking Week. This year sees an extended range of
walks suitable for all ages and abilities. You could join one of our experienced and informed local
guides on a ramble over waterfalls and steep climbs to Cornwall’s highest coastal cliff top, or
meander
the country
lanes and pathways that would have been familiar to the writer Thomas
From
the along
very best
of Britain’s
ramble over waterfalls and steep cliffs
As well as walking, a wode range
Hardy, to
whose
life-changing
visit to
to Boscastle
produced poetry regarded by many as amongst the
coastline
wonderful
walks amid
Cornwall’s highest coastal cliff of other events, including special
finestand
in the
English
language.
well
walking,
a wide
range of events
including
woods
streams,
it’s all
on offer As
top,
or as
meander
along
the country
evenings,
meal dealsspecial
and sight-seeing
evenings,
meal
deals
and
sight-seeing
boat
trips
are
available.
during
Boscastle’s
increasingly lanes and pathways that would have boat trips will all be available.

Boscastle Walking Festival: 19th - 23rd April 2010

popular Walking Week. This year been familiar to the writer Thomas
Watch
for more information
Watch
out for more
all the
walks
and the week’s
andout
accommodation
on on
sees
an extended
rangeinformation
of walks on
Hardy,
whose
life-changing
visit toactivities
all the walks and the week’s activities
www.visitboscastle.com
or You
call the
Centre:poetry
suitable
for all ages and abilities.
theBoscastle
Boscastle Visitor
area produced
on the website www.visitboscastle.
01840
250010
could join one of our experienced regarded by many as amongst the com or call the Boscastle Visitor
and informed local guides on a finest in the English Language.
Centre on 01840 250010

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Roman Pilllar at Trethevy
For the last 90 years, the
inscribed Roman pillar in
Trethevy has been hidden
from public view within
the grounds of the reputed
ex monastery, St Pirans.
The present owners, Jon &
Stephanie Brewis, felt this
was less than ideal as many
worldwide visitors to the
area, searched in vain for it.
It is one of only five so far
discovered in Cornwall.
The stone was recognised
as Roman in 1919 and
designated a Scheduled
Ancient
Monument.
Although it is an ‘honorific
pillar’, it is also sometimes
referred to as a milestone.
It had obviously been
in use as a gatepost,
complete with iron fixings.
Stephanie’s maiden name
was Wade, a descendent
of the Wade family who
were prominent locally for
many centuries. Some also
farmed from neighbouring
Trethevy Manor for over
300 years and she therefore
feels somewhat responsible
as it was probably her
ancestors that desecrated
the pillar originally!
For the last few years
Stephanie has worked
closely with Ann PrestonJones, a senior archaeologist

with Cornwall County, to
have the stone restored and
subsequently moved to a
more accessible spot. With
the aid of English Heritage
and lottery funding, the
iron work was expertly
removed last year. Then,
in October, the stone was
lifted and taken on the
long journey to St. Just to
be measured for a suitable
granite base. Recently it
returned safely and was
carefully installed in its
new permanent position.
It can now be easily
found,
outside
the
battlemented walls of St
Pirans, along the private
road
from
Trethevy
Church toward St Nectan’s
Glen (40m walk from
small car park at church).
The pillar dates from AD
251-3 and is dedicated to
the Roman emperors at
the time. The inscription
is now quite shallow
and difficult to discern,
naturally considering its
age. It is best viewed in the
afternoon when the raking
sunlight brings out the
lettering almost magically.
Although the whole stone
is inscribed, only the top
half has been deciphered as
follows:

Roman pillar & plaque

(IMP)
C
DOMI
NGAL
LOET
VOLVS
ie: [[Imp(eritoribus)]]
C(aesaribus)
Domi(nis)
N(ostris) Gallo et

Volus[iano]
‘To the Emporers
Caesars our Lords
Gallus and Volusianus...’
The photograph above
shows the pillar and base in
its new position in Trethevy.
A slate wall plaque explains
the inscription.
SB

ANDREW LEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEP
& STOVE INSTALLATIONS
SWEEPING, SERVICING
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
AND ALTERATIONS
Registered Company No: 2372

TEL: 01840 250114
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News From
School

There was much laughter
and a few tears at Boscastle
CP School on Friday 2nd
October, as the children
and staff bade farewell to
Mrs June Mugford, their
favourite dinner lady. Mrs
Mugford has been looking
after the children (and
some of their parents) at
School for the last 22 years,
through sunshine, showers
and snow storms! The
school held a celebration
lunch in honour of Mrs
Mugford and presented
her with flowers, specially
made books recalling the
ways in which she has
helped them over the years,
a gold whistle and an ‘I’ve
bumped my head’ sticker!
As is the trend these days
she also had tee-shirt
signed by the whole school
and received her Boscastle
School leavers mug! The
children worked out that
Mrs Mugford had probably
stuck about 6500 plasters
on various arms and legs
in her time as dinner lady.
We would all like to thank
June for her support and
kindness over the years and
wish her a long and very
happy retirement.
As part of a county
scheme our older children
have each been loaned
a guitar for a year and
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receive a free lesson each
Wednesday
morning.
The children have had six
lessons so far and are all
able to play simple tunes!
They are being taught the
classical style by Tom Lintel
who some people might
know from local bands.
Ms Douglas their teacher
is also learning alongside
the class and we hope that
we may have our own
guitar orchestra quite soon!
We have quite a range of
musicians at school with
drum (8.15am Monday
morning!), flute, keyboard
and cello lessons all being
held at school.

Armistice Day
At eleven o’clock on the
11th November the whole
school gathered around
the war memorial to mark
Armistice Day. Before
we visit the memorial we
talk about the ceremonies
that take place and why
certain words are spoken.
Because we always visit
after the Sunday Service
we can also look at and talk
about the wreaths, poppies
and crosses that have been
laid by the village. The
children are always very
interested and respectful of
the memorial and the older

children in particular like
to spend quite a long time
reading the names and
thinking quietly.

Children in Need
To support Children in
Need and ‘do something
different’ we held a nonuniform
games
day.
Teachers taught all of their
morning lessons by playing
games and in the afternoon
we all played board games
and card games that
children had brought in
from home. Parents and
Grandparents also joined
the fun!

Urchins

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle
1

2

3

4

5

6

11

12

14

19

21

21

23

33

‘Natural Touch Therapies’
Massage,Aroma Body Massage,
Aroma Facial, Reflexology, Indian
Head Massage, Sea Salt Body Exfoliation,
Other ‘Spa’ Treatments & Learn2Massage

29

27

30

31

33

38

42

44

25

28

32

35

39

41

41

42

45

45

47

43

46

48

49

49

Down

1 dance

1 European grouse

8 expression of triumph

2 irritate

11 newt

3 without haste

12 WW2 German general

4 ineffectual

14 fossilized

5 disturb

17 fabric

6 logical arrangement

19 rich stew

7 Japanese drama

21 astern

8 unit of electricity

23 model of solar system

9 listen to

25 compete

10 musical instrument

26 girl’s name

13 angora

27 fruit

15 for example

Lower Meadows

29 land surrounded by water

20 prayer

Boscastle

31 tear

22 disappear

01840 250570

33 leguminous plant

24 town in Belgium

34 self- centredness

28 Swiss mountain

37 legal right

30 piece of jewellery

38 vertical part of stair

32 flightless bird

40 pig pen

35 department of SE France

41 whale

36 belonging to me

42 turntable for heavy gun

39 frozen water

44 man’s name

41 German river

46 Italian city

43 a solid shape

47 Japanese currency

45 colouring substance

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott

www.lowermeadows.co.uk

36

40

Across

Lower Meadows

10

18

34

37

47

Book before Christmas & receive a 15 min
taster ‘Aroma Facial Massage’ free
Treatment Room ~ 27 The Sidings, Delabole
Mobile service available
Tel: Mandy : 01840 212976 - 07930 277442

30

9

22

24

26

8

16

17

20

9

13

15

19

01840 250800

7

48 medieval stringed instrument
49 averse to

Answers on page 37
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This will be the last time
this WI logo will be used
as it was felt that a more
modern logo would reflect
how the WI is forwardthinking and not afraid
to move with the times.
So, come the spring, there
will be a new look for us
in the spring edition of the
Blowhole.
Our
members
regathered in September
after our August break, all
looking suitably rested,
if not sun-tanned, and
ready to start the autumn
program. Our speaker
in September sadly was
unable to come so a
convivial evening was spent
in playing ‘Beetle’ and
chatting over a welcome
cup of tea. Some of our
members had never played
before and it is amazing
how frustrated you feel
when the die refuses to turn
up a six for you to start and
your neighbour is well on
the way to completing her
beetle!
The Food and Craft
Festival in October proved
very successful for us for
the second year running.
Many visitors called at the
Village Hall to sample our
wares and to buy from the
fantastic array of crafts we
had on sale.
Our speaker in October
was Liz Gregory, a local
artist, who talked about
and demonstrated the
use of mixed-media art.
She explained how her
career had taken her
from horticulture, where
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she swept up leaves, to
art where she used dried
pressed leaves (some,
pressed under her mattress,
which she almost forgot
about!), grasses and lichens
to make her pictures. As
she spoke she created a
landscape collage using
pastels, Copydex glue and
a variety of dried material
to wonderful effect.
November saw us yet
again without a speaker
owing to illness, so, at
the last minute, Mary
Shepherd, our secretary,
stepped in to do a ‘Bloomers’
master class. The WI can
always be relied upon in a
crisis. Tables were set out,
scissors, needle and thread
were handed around and
our members were taught
to make a pair of bloomers
from two dishcloths and
a length of ribbon. These
looked amazing when they
were finished and will make
excellent ‘tree’ presents at
Christmas.
The four WI’s which
make up the Camelot Group
are all eagerly anticipating
their joint Christmas Party
in Tintagel Social Hall on
25th November; then, in
December, our members
are looking forward to
welcoming Rosemary Slee,
who will show us how to
ice cakes, with Christmas
high tea to follow.
Our meetings are always
enjoyable and in the three
years since I joined I have
met and made some good
friends and learnt so much
from the different speakers
and the things we do. So
please come and join us,
new members are always
welcome.
SV

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com
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CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.
____________________________________

For further details please ring: 01840 250456

www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk

Correspondence

Wednesday 2nd December
2009 will mark the first
anniversary of the passing
of one of Boscastle’s own,
Bill Perry, a much loved
man whose hardworking
and caring nature endeared
to many people.
My dear old dad was a
fun loving, hard working,
caring individual, who
never had a bad word to
say about anyone. As far
as I know he never argued
with anybody. He enjoyed
his Sunday trips for a cuppa
with twin sister Betty.
Always on the move, busy
at work or in the garden.
My dad’s sense of humour
was the greatest. Born on
April Fools day he loved
playing practical jokes, in
particular when he would
jump out and scare us!
He took great pride in his
grandchildren. He loved to
go out walking with them
and tell them the history
of Boscastle showing, them
sites of interest. My dad
was a very loyal person
especially to his family. I
will always remember you
and never forget the joy
you brought to me.
Our Granddad was a
great inspiration to us! He
taught us how important
it was to use the right tools

in the proper way and take
care in what we did. He
often pointed out work that
needed doing on buildings.
He took pride in the work
he did: ‘Once a master
builder always a master
builder!’ Granddad was
an avid Gooner supporter
who would kick every ball
during a game, and loved
sport generally. I loved my
granddad. He was always
there to listen when I had
a problem he was there for
me , only a phone call away
I miss him.
We could write pages on
what our Uncle meant to
us ,though that would not
do justice to his memory.
Like the rest of his family
we adored him. Uncle Bill
was aman who had time
for anybody. He would
push our disabled brother
Tony up and down the hills
of Boscastle and not think
twice about it. We loved it
when he reminisced about
the old days and his sense of
humour was unforgettable!
He will always be fondly
remembered and loved. It
was a great honour to have
him as our uncle.
We will all miss him
and never forget him we
will remember him.

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor
‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

The Old Coach House
Relax in this
beautiful 300
year old coach
house and stables
Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Jackie & Geoff Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

From Susan Morris (nee
Perry) & family

PLUMBING
SERVICES
Bathrooms, Showers
Kitchens, Tiling, Repairs
Careful and Reliable
Tim 01840 230423
07903 535881 (St Gennys)

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
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Then and Now
Chris Rodda remembers
times past:
Returning from army life
in India my parents found
it impossible to find decent
family accommodation in
war-torn London, so we
headed for the country.
In 1948 we moved into
the lodge house of the St
Minver estate of Lord &
Lady Holmes, at the then
fairly steepish rent of a
pound a week. For decades
writers and artists had
enjoyed half crown cottages
with no sanitation but
stunning views all along
the Cornish coast.
At least The Lodge
boasted an inside lavatory
but no electricity. A weekly
bath was only achieved by
lighting all seven paraffin
burners under a monstrous
galvanized tank.
We clustered alongside
the warm kitchen range
six days a week. On
Sundays we lit a fire in the
parlour to enjoy high tea
and a game of monopoly.
The bedrooms were lino
freezing. A memory of
icy sheets and chilblains
has meant to this day my
idea of heaven is central
heating.
We had sufficient
entertainment - our radio
was powered by a battery
accumulator, topped up
weekly at the blacksmith’s
- frequent whist drives and
musical entertainments,
amateur sopranos and
players of the musical saw.
Mr Claridge, manager of
the hugely popular Regal
Cinema in Wadebridge,
used to chauffeur Lady
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Holmes to a film show
in his ancient Rolls, its
windows stained an awful
acid yellow. As we lived
half a mile outside the
village, that wonderful
invention, the Tilly lamp,
lit our way through the
woods, sat quietly hissing
to itself during the evening
and then, pumped up, saw
us brightly home again. On
Sundays in the summer two,
sometimes three Hawkey’s
buses would transport us to
Polzeath where, long before
the tourist boom, we had
the beach to ourselves: for a
two-bob deposit teas were
provided on carry-away
trays.

a local
greengrocer
caused a
sensation with
a display of
coconuts at five
shillings each
Imported fruits were
an exotic rarity: while
Lady Holmes’ greenhouses
produced hothouse figs,
peaches and grapes, a
local greengrocer caused a
sensation with a display of
coconuts at five shillings
each. Childhood obesity
was virtually unknown,
mainly due to rationing.
When rationing finally
ended in 1953, a quarter
of a mile queue formed
outside a Wadebridge
confectioners as children
and adults, who had been
previously restricted to 4oz
a week each, could finally
stuff themselves silly with
sweets and chocolate
continued on page 43

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
Tel: 01840 250412
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room
email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Ruth and Alan Watson wish you Season’s Greetings

By modern standards
we were relatively poor. It
is reckoned that a family
today living on benefits is
better off than a working
household in the 1950s.
My fifth birthday present
was
a
second-hand
repainted tricycle which
cost £3.50, a week’s wages.
Most men owned only one
best suit, otherwise various
oddments, patched and
mended, sufficed as daily
wear. Children wore solid
lace-up boots to school and
gym kit consisted of a pair
of plimsoles.
I went to Tredrizzick
County Primary School,
then educating children
from ages five to fifteen.
Molly Webber, in her
leaving year, remembers
my arrival, very small with
golden curly hair (how
times have changed!).

teacher’s high
desk festooned
with flowers in
Shippam’s Paste
jars
It was one of those 1870s
Education Act buildings,
much like Boscastle’s,
heating provided by a large

coke stove, wet clothes
hung steaming over its
protective railings, onethird pint milk bottles
thawing before break, fish
tanks of tadpoles, teacher’s
high desk festooned with
flowers in Shippam’s Paste
jars. We learned to form
letters on slates, graduating
to wooden pens with metal
nibs, inkwells filled each
day by the Ink Monitor.
Rote learning was the norm,
mental arithmetic, chanting
times tables, using exercise
books whose backs were
covered with measurements
in Rods Poles and Perches,
punctuated
by
visits
from the dreaded School
Inspector. Discipline was
absolute, but I never recall
an instance of corporal
punishment.
Twenty years after I left
I was wandering down the
main road past the school
when I was accosted by
a small blue-eyed lady
with a determined air. “I
know you,” she said. It
was my old form teacher,
Miss Buse, along with Mr
Lanxon the headmaster,
and Mr Tothill his deputy,
all utterly unforgetting and
unforgettable.

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER
ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058

Was it a golden age?
In some senses it was: no
paranoia instilled in us
about ‘funny men’, we
wandered the woods and
fields all day unsupervised.
Even in my teens I
regularly walked four miles
home from school. We did
not have to wear goggles
playing conkers and our
parents were allowed to
photograph us at the
school nativity play. There
was no threat of terrorist
bombing, no religious or
immigration or welfare
state problems, no question
that we were still the most
important nation on earth.
As soon as we were able
we got holiday jobs, tettypicking on farms. Full
time education for most
ended at fifteen, then to
apprenticeships, factories
or serving behind the
counter at Woolworths.

When I was a child to
be divorced, unemployed
or have a baby outside
wedlock were all regarded
as deeply shameful. Seaside
landladies could display
signs declaring ‘No Irish,
No Blacks, No Dogs’
with impunity. There
was a humble regard for
authority, towards anyone
in uniform or public
position or who spoke
with a middle-class voice.
Politicians were treated
with reverence by the Press.
Whether they were more or
less as corrupt then as now
is arguable, certainly they
were better able to conceal
it. In terms of public
morality it took until the
1960s for Britain to stagger
into the twentieth century.
My old school is now a
housing estate, the woods
where I explored the pets’
graveyard and swimming
pool with its shell house,
a holiday complex. The
crowd has found its way
into the secret garden.
CR

Answers to Crossword:
Across 1 Charleston 8 aha 11 eft 12 Rommel 14 petrified 16 opal
17 serge 18 here 19 ragout 21 rear 23 orrery 25 vie 26 Annie 27 pear
29 isle 31 rip 33 soya 34 egotism 37 lien 38 riser 40 sty 41 orc
42 racer 44 Eddie 46 Turin 47 yen 48 rebel 49 allergic

continued from page 42

Even in my teens I
regularly walked
four miles home
from school

Down 1 capercaillie 2 antagonise 3 leisurely 4 effete 5 stir 6 order
7 no 8 ampere 9 hear 10 allegra 13 mohair 15 eg 20 orison
22 evaporate 24 Ypres 28 Eiger 30 earring 32 ostrich 35 Isere 36 my
39 ice 41 Oder 43 cube 45 dye

Then and Now

Valency

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”
Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397

Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2009 Page 37

Martin’s Sporting Briefs

So far, the Boscastle FC
1st team are having a good
season and on current form
they are looking a good bet
for a top three spot come
the end of the season. They
are also still in the hunt
for Cup honours, so the
management duo of Steve
Kay and Graham Heal will
be hoping their talented
squad of players will
remain injury free for the
remainder of the season.
Under the leadership of
Neville Turner, the 2nd team
have shown glimpses of
improvement this season,
but they are still dropping
too many points to make
any progress up the league
table. When possible, they
have been giving youth a
chance but on a couple of
occasions when they have
been short of players they
have called on the services

of veteran Steve Dray to
help them out. Another
“golden oldie” Julian
Findlay has also signed the
dotted line in case of an
exigency.
First Responders have
been alerted to cover any
matches that either of these
two club stalwarts play in.
The snooker season is
well underway and the 1st
team are struggling to recapture last seasons form.
Antony Biscombe has had
a 100% start to the season,
losing all of his matches
to date. Another member
of the team with a similar
record is Pete Burnard, but
he puts his dip in form
purely down to fatigue.
Captain Johnny Brewer is
once again the team’s star
player.
Having
lost
two
experienced stalwarts on
the eve of the season, the
second team are giving
the junior club members
a chance with youngsters
Sam Haddy and Michael
Abrahams being added to
the team. Although the
second team are also at the
wrong end of the league,
the future of the Club is in
good hands.

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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More players are always
needed and club Chairman
Dave Ferrett would be only
too happy to hear from any
interested parties. The cost
is only £10 per annum,
so no matter what ability
or gender you are, come
along and enjoy a game of
snooker or billiards on the
club table situated within
the plush surroundings of
the Community Centre.
If any Manchester
United supporters have
any complaints to make,
they must be made in
writing and sent to Hedley
Venning at Lundy House.
Hedley is currently your
representative on the
Man. United board so any
grievances will be taken in
person to Old Trafford to
their next monthly meeting
when hopefully, they will
be sorted out by the Chief
Executive, David Gill.
With work in short
supply due to the current
credit crunch Stephen Jose
has decided to diversify to
make end meet. He has
opened up a 24 hour fruit
and veg stall at Trevalga;
vast array of items are
available when they are
“in season” but to get the

freshest produce you are
advised to get there early.
Undercover parking can
also be arranged.
With half the season
gone only a few points
separate the Cobweb and
Napoleon darts teams in
the Monday night Ladies
darts league. In the New
Year when the season
resumes, these two ladies’
teams will commence battle
to see who will be top dogs
of the village.
It’s a different story in
the Thursday night Men’s
league as the two teams
are at opposite ends of the
table in their first season in
the league after a few years
absence the Napoleon are
struggling to find their
feet, while the Cobweb on
present form are in with a
should of a top four finish.
After arriving home
late one night after a darts
match, Cobweb player,
Fred Turner found himself
in the doghouse and to
make matters worse, he
didn’t win a lot that evening
either.
Recently
Emma
Goreham and a group of
friends took to the skies
for a holiday in Dublin
to celebrate Sharon’s 40th
birthday. While there, she
made a video of her exploits

Martin’s Sporting Briefs:
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which is to be called “The
Irish adventures of the
Bird of Paradise”. The
film premier is to be
screened at the Village
Hall in the New Year but
as it is uncut, it is not
recommended for the
faint hearted or under
16’s
With the long dark
winter evenings upon
us, Hazel has decided
to form a Trivial Pursuit
league. Anyone interested
in joining should ring
250365 for details. Age
or ability unimportant as
tuition will be given.
Paradise farmer Neil
Costello has done such a
good job training his pet
goose that it even takes
itself down to the surgery
when it is feeling unwell.
Parish
Councillor
Anthony Brewer has been
banished to the Redivallen
“Monk’s Room” since
his wife’s unfortunate
accident. He has told her
that he hopes this doesn’t
become a regular habit.

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND A
PROSPEROUS NEW
YEAR
MP

Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust

The Air Ambulance first took
to the skies in April 1987,
when it was introduced
as an integral part of
Cornwall’s
ambulance
service. Initially known as
the First Air Ambulance
Service Trust, the charity is
now known as the Cornwall
Air Ambulance Trust.
How Much?

In 1987 it cost £250,000
to provide this valuable
service. This year the costs
are expected to reach a
new high of almost £1.6
million. In its 21st year,
the helicopter attended its
21,000st 999 emergency
call, and statistics for
recent years show that we
are attending around 1000
incidents each year. Our
distinctive red and yellow
helicopter remains one
of the busiest in the UK,
and is tasked several times
every day, giving Cornwall
a hardworking value for
money service.

The Charity is overseen
by a seven professional
business trustees, who
bring a range of skills and
expertise from both the
public and private sector.
Saving time and lives

Cornwall has a widely
scattered
population,
with remote and isolated
communities.
In
the
summer months, our road
networks become congested
very easily, making the use
of conventional ambulances
more difficult.
From its base at
Newquay Airport, the air
ambulance can reach any
part of the county within
20 minutes, and the Isles
of Scilly in 28 minutes and
on average arrives on scene

within 12 minutes of a
999 call. Although the air
ambulance is expensive, its
use can significantly reduce
the time taken to convey
seriously ill and injured
people to hospital, and
in very many cases over
the last 21 years, this has
simply been the difference
between life and death.
The Cornish people are
extremely proud of the air
ambulance, and especially
of the fact that it was the
first of its kind in the UK,
a successful model that
has been copied across the
country: there are now 26
air ambulance helicopters,
the majority funded by
charitable donations just
like ours in Cornwall.
The helicopter bears the
wording “Funded by the
People of Cornwall” along
the
fuselage,
because
whether through donations,
legacies, the lottery or our
collection jars, it is the
people of this county that
have remained steadfastly
supportive and passionate
about their air ambulance.
Dania Shaw
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Post Office times at
Cornish Stores
Monday: 9am - 1pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 9am - 5pm
Wednesday: Closed all day
Saturday
9am - 12 noon

Tel: 01840 250344
Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108
Opening hours

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202
Calls on alternate Thursdays
Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday, 9am - 4pm
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Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
email clerk:

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall:
Bookings:
Pay phone:		

01840 250249
01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

01872 222000

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

