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This edition of the Blowhole marks
the end of the sixteenth year since
its inception. If a person, the
Blowhole could now leave leave
full-time education and embark
upon the world of work! Maybe
it should continue in a learning
environment ...
During 2009, the editorial
panel plan to produce a colour, or
part colour, edition. We have not
yet decided what to feature for
this, perhaps you, dear readers,
would like to put forward some
suggestions?
The editorial team would again
like to thank all those who help to
keep the Blowhole ‘afloat’. Without
our contributors this would be a
meagre publication, but we are

Editorial

lucky to have a wealth of generous,
talented people who give their
time to write, photograph, report,
distribute and sell copies. A hearty
THANK YOU to all of them.
We are indebted to the support
that the Post Office has given us,
thank you so much, David &
Susan, (along with the previous PO
incumbents), all have helped by
being the ‘Poste Restante’ address
for the Blowhole. Also, thanks for
the inordinate patience displayed by
you, Jo & Alistair when faced with
Daphne or Philippa carrying a pile
of 50 or so copies to be posted to
advertisers or subscribers, each copy
needing a label to be printed and
affixed. We will greatly miss your
gentle humour and support.

The team of distributors who
deliver the Blowhole to every, (that
is the intention, let us know if you
do not receive one), household in
the village must also be lauded.
A huge ‘Thank You’ to Alastair,
Barbara, Daphne, Don, Howard,
Jo, Mandy, Marion, Maureen,
Nicky, Odette, Peter, Philippa,
Sharon, Tracey & Thelma.
(Apologies if we have forgotten
anyone, but it has gone midnight
& this needs to be sent off to the
printers’ by ... yesterday!)
Season’s Greetings from all of us
on the Blowhole Editorial team.
Let us hope that the New Year
brings peace, joy, prosperity, health,
happiness and understanding to
‘One and All’.

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the magazine are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Gloria Quinlan,
Daphne Rogers, Ann and Chris Rodda, Mary Shepherd.
The next Blowhole will be published in March. The deadline for copy is 27th February
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it,
and the publication date may be delayed. Thank you.
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2 per issue.
Please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.

For advertising queries, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent c/o Boscastle Post Office, Dunn Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0AA or by email: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700
email: easy.print@btconnect.com

Urchins

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

Sacha Hughes
(Mobile Beauty Therapy)
38 Clover Lane Close
Boscastle, PL35 0AL

01840 250800

01840 250526
sachahughes@yahoo.com
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Festival’s Financial
Success
Charities, local organisations and
village projects have benefited by
almost £7,500 from the ambitious
programme of events which went
to make up this year’s Boscastle
Festival. Over the nine days, over
2000 people turned out to walk,
dance, eat or simply enjoy the
attractions on offer.
The opening concert netted
£3,500 towards the Precious Lives
Appeal for a new children’s hospice;
a further £1200 went to Boscastle
School. Other local organisations
taking part themselves raised
£1,300. The festival organisers,
Boscastle Chamber of Trade and
Commerce, is passing on a further
£1,250 to the organisations and,
among other things, is paying for
two Christmas trees in the village,
new lights for the large tree near
the Cobweb car park and other
additional Christmas lighting in
the village.
“It’s a great tribute to those who
worked so hard to get everything
ready on time,” said chamber
chairman Adrian Prescott. “This
was the third and certainly the
most successful festival we’ve
organised.”
See also review on page 20.

Graduation

Boscastle Pantomime
The 2009 pantomime will be “Sleeping
Beauty and the Merrie Men”. It will be
held in the Village Hall from Wednesday
18th February 2008 for 4 nights plus a
matinee on Saturday afternoon.
Tickets will go on sale at Bottreaux
Garage from the middle of January.
There will be posters around the Village
advising the date when the tickets will
go on sale.

Boscastle Book Club

Jan Showell, (pictured above),
graduated this summer with a
BSc(hons) in speech and language
therapy (first class) awarded by
Exeter University. She also won a
prize from the Tavistock Trust for
Aphasia for her dissertation. She
hopes to work with adults with
neurological conditions and is
currently working for the Stroke
Association while seeking a job with
the NHS. Many congratulations Jan
and good luck for the future.

Coffee Morning
The coffee morning held at
Tregrylls, the home of John and
Sally Linington in aid of Lesnewth
Church raised £392. Thank you to
all who supported the event.

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

The Club meet in the Wellingto on
the first Tuesday of the month, to
discuss a book. Books are chosen by the
group, and the discussion is lively and
informal.
If you’re interested in joining, please
ring Anita on 01840 250061.

Short Mat Bowls Club
Following their promotion to Division
1 of the Northern Area Cornwall Bowls
League, the Club has played two matches
to date with a home and away game in
each match. They have won two games
and lost two games and have a total of
six points out of a possible twelve. There
are still five more matches to be played.

Best Kept Village
Although the competition is not judged
until the summer, the winter months
are a good time to start clearing hedges,
tidying walls, gutters and boundaries.

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm

Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access

Luxury self catering apartments
Tranquil location, distant sea views

****

Open all year 01840 250599
Diane & Peter Bentall
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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90th Birthday Celebrations

Gladys Kinsman would
like to pass on her grateful
thanks to family and
friends for the cards,

flowers, good wishes and
donations to the Hospice
on the occasion of her
90th Birthday.

Philippa Arthan would like to thank everyone who sponsored
her for the Marie Curie Ladies’ Driving Challenge. She raised
£165 for the charity. The photo shows her climbing aboad a
‘Green Goddess’ at RAF Portreath.

P
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G
PA I N T I N G
Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596
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Otterham & St Juliot Hall
TheManagementCommittee
of the hall wishes to thank
all those who contributed to
make the Boscastle Group
of Churches Harvest Supper
a successful and enjoyable
evening. Thanks to people
who supplied delicious
desserts, Cornish Maids of
Camelford for the pasties,
the helpers who laid and
decorated the tables so well,
those that stayed to wash
up, tidy and put away, for
gifts of prizes and monetary
donations. Special thanks
to Bob Pethick for his
singing, Pat, Kaye and Val
for poetry readings, Colin
for his saucy tale and Mike
and Sue Viner for providing
the Quotations Quiz,
which like all quizzes when
one hears the answers, you
realize that you knew it all
along. Finally many thanks
to Boscastle Group Of
Churches for voting that
this years harvest supper
money raised should be
donated to the Otterham &
St Juliot New Hall Appeal.
The fund benefitted by the
sum of £217.
Total funds received
and pledged for the new
hall now stand at £26000.
This is a tremendous effort
from everyone in one year
of fund raising. The Hall

Committee wishes to thank
all who have so generously
supported us. Please visit
our web site for news of
events, see our tea towels
for sale and 2009 calendar,
which has been a very
successful venture with all
photos taken in the parishes
of Otterham and St Juliot,
by local people. You can
now shop at major stores
through our web site and
the hall will benefit with
some commission from
each sale.

Did you miss the
Cabaret Supper, or
would you like to see
it again?
For one night only, on Sat
17th January there is a repeat
performance at the Otterham
and St Juliot Hall. Tickets are
£10 (includes a hot main course
meal, a dessert & a glass of wine)
The cabaret, which includes a
“potted” panto (loosely based
on Jack and the Beanstalk)
and is performed by the same
illustrious, if somewhat elderly
cast. All proceeds are for the Hall
restoration fund. A good night
out and well deserving of your
support.
Tickets which are limited in
number can be obtained from
Pickwick Antiques - 01566
880085 or Valerie Gill 01840
261582.

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

Cornish Harmony ~ A Winter’s Tale

The candles guttered in
the breeze coming through
the broken windows of the
small church, buried in
the depths of the Cornish
countryside.
It was a bleak January
day living up to the
month’s reputation for
being cold and wet in these
parts. Rain, driven on a
bitter northwest wind, beat
against the old stone walls
and lancet windows that
were pierced here and there
by stones thrown by the
local lads. Low grey clouds
scudded across the leaden
sky and leant a surprisingly
romantic air to the scene
which chimed in well with
the intent of the people
gathering there.
A wedding was about
to take place in this semiderelict holy place, and the
vicar, his white hair lifting
in the draught, was standing
waiting expectantly as I
walked down the isle with
my daughter Sarah on my
arm.
The
congregation
was mixed, varying from
bearded youths with their
multi-coloured girl friends,
to smart suited gentlemen
and their ladies.
Beside me, my daughter

was wearing a long, plain
white dress with a circlet
of daises in her hair, and
looking utterly charming.
Before us stood her
husband to be. Bearded
and touselled headed (was
it not the early ‘70’s?),
and dressed in jacket and
trousers from Oxfam, he
stood patiently waiting.
Behind us, the tinkling
of water as it cascaded
down the leaking bell
tower took the place of
organ music, and added to
the simplicity of the affair.
Thomas Hardy would have
been delighted!
The service over, we
made our various ways to
the local hostelry, which
itself had seen better days,
where a comprehensive
buffet lunch had been laid
on, with a good supply of
booze. A temporary halt was
called to the festivities as
the happy couple departed
in their battered old car for
a brief honeymoon, leaving
the guests to continue
socialising.
It may have seemed
an inauspicious start to
married life, but, after more
than 30 years, during which
period a daughter and a son
were born, and there were

many vicissitudes of one
sort and another; they are
still happily together and
have never been far away
from that old church.
Of the guests at the
gathering on that wet and
windy January morning,
some came from more
sophisticated backgrounds
and could have been
expected to frown upon
the proceedings. But, each
time we have met over
the years and the occasion
is mentioned, they all

agree that it was the most
romantic and endearing
wedding they ever had the
pleasure of attending.
Perhaps
it
was
something to do with the
uncomplicated
uniting
of two young people,
and not the usual big
affair dedicated to a social
statement of the families
involved, Whatever, the
relationship has remained
secure and lasting, and
that is a big advantage in
this ever changing and
uncertain world.
Richard Swale

Golden Wedding in Paradise

Jim & June Mayers of Cavendish House, Paradise Road will celebrate
their golden wedding anniversary on 27th December.
Congratulations & best wishes to them both.

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making

All Styles of Heading
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
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The Mighty Maughans Stride First Responder Medical Kit
An additional Community if one of our CFRs self
out for Cancer Research
First Responder (CFR) activates they must then

medical kit has been ring the Control Centre
funded and is held at and an ambulance will
Boscastle Rock Shop to be dispatched whilst the
facilitate a quicker response CFR treats the casualty.
to incidents at the bottom
We ask you to
of the village when traffic understand
that
in
could otherwise slow the the current climate of
response. However, it is insurance and litigation
important that everyone our CFRs are bound to
understand that the use rules & regulations set by
of this kit still needs to the Ambulance Service &
be authorised by the SW they are not authorised to
Ambulance Service.
treat illnesses & injuries
Unfortunately there as a first aider may be.
have been times when Obviously if anyone is
people are using the concerned about the
Ben, Emily & John - incolour this looks VERY pink
As many of you know,
Cheryl has resolved to Boscastle Rock Shop as medical welfare of a
Cheryl Maughan recently do the Lanhydrock walk a “local first aid station” patient, please call 999.
had breast cancer and was or the equivalent when for non emergencies,
If you have any
eg cuts and grazes etc. questions please do not
planning to raise money she is properly fit!
responders
are hesitate to contact either
for that charity through
The Mighty Maughans Our
Stride, a 10 km walk at would like to thank all only authorised to treat myself of Graham on the
Lanhydrock. Last year those who sponsored them; patients when they are numbers below:
over 500 people took part at present they have raised allocated an emergency
Charlotte Hicks 01840
in Stride Cornwall and a total of £1,920 (Cheryl call by the Ambulance
212096 /07775 812767
raised more than £35,000 has now sent a cheque Control Centre.
Graham Ferguson
for vital research into
It is accepted that at 07970 031543
cancer.
times people may collapse CFR Liaison Officers,
or suffer injury and it South Western
As
‘The
Mighty
is quicker to run to the Ambulance Service
Maughans’, four of the
local shop - at this time
family planned to do the
walk - John, Ben, Emily
& Cheryl. Unfortunately,
Cheryl was taken ill after
ETC ** AA** RAC**
her final chemotherapy
and ended up in Treliske
* The Waterloo Restaurant
no hair but as impish as ever
Hospital on the day
English cuisine with a ‘twist’
before the walk. However,
to Cancer Research for
* Free House with Real Ales
the rest of the Mighty
the full amount pledged,
* Good Home-made Pub Food
Maughans walked on her
so please pay up if you
behalf. They started off
* Beer Garden
haven’t already). Thanks
at the back of the pack at
* Singers: Wednesday nights
especially to The Wellie
Lanhydrock and Emily
for raising over £600!
said, “I know it’s not a race
Paul, Rosie, Scott & Suzanne Roberts
...but I want to be first - You can still support this
Phone: 01840 250202
for Mum and Lesley (our worthwhile charity at:
Fax: 01840 250621
pal)” and she was indeed http://www.
www.boscastle-wellington.com
the first to the finishing donatetobreastcancer.
email info@boscastle-wellington.com
org/cherylmaughan
line!

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
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DCLI Museum Visit
Boscastle Wea Visit To Davidstow
Airfield and Cornwall at War Museum Following the fascinating visit

It would be difficult to
imagine a more enthusiastic
greeting than the one our
visiting group received from
Steve and Sheila Perry, who,
with the help of some loyal
friends and supporters,
largely responsible for the
sympathetic development
of this museum. Our
visit began with a film
which described in some
detail the processes and
activities which had to be
undertaken: this experience
made us realise only too
well the devotion and
commitment necessary to
develop and follow through
such a project.
The various buildings
in the museum house a
remarkable and fascinating
collection of artefacts
carefully garnered, displayed
and labelled. There is truly
something for everyone,
whether your interests lie

SU E

in everyday, domestic items
and memorabilia, or in
more technical aspects of
military life. The displays
can be just as meaningful
for those who look back on
the war as something which
happened many years
before they were born as for
those who experienced the
rigours of the war itself.
If you have a particular
interest in military insignia,
there is an impressive
collection
badges
of
various kinds: we were
particularly impressed that
Steve could help us identify
particular
‘sweetheart’
brooch, whose provenance
had puzzled us for some
time. If your interest is
in the events themselves,
there are many realistic
and convincing displays
incorporating a wealth of
authentic uniforms, kit
and equipment. .

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

to the museum at Davidstow,
the WEA plan to visit the Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry
Museum in Bodmin. The date
for the visit has not been finalised,
but it is hoped to be in late Jan or
early Feb.
Themuseumandregimental
archive are housed in a listed
Militia building built in 1859.
From the raising of the regiment
in 1702 and the capture of
Gibraltar in 1704, the museum
covers the history of the County
Regiment of Cornwall until its
amalgamation in 1959. Exhibits
include weapons, medals,
insignia, uniforms, pictures and
George Washington’s Bible,
captured by the 46th Foot in
1777.
Look out for posters with
more details of the visit nearer
the time.

Veteran trees
For those with an interest in
trees, you may be interested
to hear about a new project
run by the Woodland Trust
and The National Trust.
A three year major
heritage lottery funded
project to hunt out and
record the Great trees of
Cornwall has just started.
Cornwall Ancient Tree
Forum has appointed a
Great Trees Officer, Dr
Loveday Jenkin, to manage
the project. Loveday is
based at the National
Trust offices at Lanhydrock
but will be travelling
throughout Cornwall to
search for Great trees and
to advise people on how to
look after them.
The objectives of the
project are to:
• Record the existence and
distribution of ancient,

veteran and significant
trees across Cornwall
• Create
educational
resources for young people
• Enthuse and encourage
people to hunt for and
look after their local Great
trees.
Loveday says ‘Old trees
often look a bit careworn
with spread out bases and
drooping branches but
with lots of great nooks
and crannies they are a
valuable habitat for all
sorts of wildlife. From
an historical perspective
they can be key markers
of previous land use by
our ancestors – indicating
early field boundaries, the
last vestiges of an ancient
deer park or holy site or
incorporated into the
ornamental gardens of a
great estate. Great trees have
been growing for hundreds
of years and often have
interesting stories or family
memories attached to them.
If you know a special tree,
why not contact the project
and find out whether it
might be a Great tree of
Cornwall.’
The project encourages
people to record Great
trees that are special to
them. Contact Loveday by
email at loveday.jenkin@
nationaltrust.org.uk or by
phone 07817866105.
So if any of you know
of a worthy local tree get in
touch, or use the website
link above to find out how
to go about recording.
For more info on the
Ancient Tree Hunt see
www.ancient-tree-hunt.
org.uk or contact your
local tree wardens, Philippa
Arthan or George Findlay.
MS
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Co Cllr Glenton Brown
writes:

Thanks to Arthur:
I would like to place on
record my appreciation
of Arthur Bannister’s
excellent
service
to
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council. Following
my election nearly ten
years ago now, to Cornwall
County Council it brought
me in to contact with my
various Parish Councils.
On visiting Boscastle
there was always a
gentleman in the audience
listening and taking notes,
- it was Arthur Bannister.
At the next parish elections
Arthur stood and was
elected. My impression
was of a very conscientious
and sensitive member,
whose commitment was
thorough and absolute,
giving of his time over and
above the norm, bearing
in mind all the extra work
arising from the floods in
2004, as indeed I might
add did Cllr. George
Findlay.
I now just hope
Boscastle will not be
denied what Arthur is
capable of giving to the
village he loves so much.
Thanks
to
Royston
Hancock:
I was also saddened
that the present high
feelings that have been
running over the issue
of the sewage plant has
hastened the retirement
of Royston Hancock from
Forrabury and Minster
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Parish Council. Royston
I believe has served for
the past eleven years,
and I look upon him as
part of Boscastle with his
family connections, and
steeped in the life of the
village. Royston has been
a conscientious member
and we shall be the poorer
without his services.
Just a brief note on
Health: I serve on the
Health Committee at
County Hall. We have
been looking into the
Government’s proposed
changes in GP practices
regards dispensing of
medicines etc, we have
four options and we voted
for option 1 which refers
to the status quo. The
whole committee felt
strongly opposed to losing
dispensing service from
the Doctor’s surgeries
as living in such a rural
area would mean many
extra miles and time (and
carbon footprint) to have
to travel to another venue
to collect medicines.
Also our local GPs give
an invaluable service to
patients living in outlying areas, providing
recognised
collecting
points for medicines.
gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk
01840 770548

Camelford Country
Dance
Every Thursday Night
at St John’s Ambulance
Hall, Camelford
7.30 - 9.30 pm
Cost: £1.10 including
tea and biscuits
Contact Barbara Perry
01840 212655

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

CORNISH STORES
THE VILLAGE SHOP

Open daily all year round
For all your Grocery and
every day essentials
Wholesale / Retail Fruit and Vegetables
available to the catering trade
Why not give us a ring to discuss
your catering needs?

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

PARKWAY

ESTATE AGENTS, BUSINESS TRANSFERS, SURVEYORS & VALUERS

Contact Parkway Estate Agents for a Free Market Appraisal

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Estate Agents
Business Transfer
Surveying & Architectural Drawing
Permanant Tenancy Letting
Stroud & Swindon Building Society
Mortgage And Investment
Insurance

www.parkwaycornwall.co.uk
Offices at:

Camelford ~ 6 Market Place 01840 212121
Tintagel ~ Fore Street 01840 770825

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Nautical clothing, leisurewear
Cards, Christian books
Helsett Ice Cream
and much, much more
Come and browse, we’d be delighted to see you
tel: 01840 250413

Boscastle Post Office
YOUR LOCAL BANK
FREE cash withdrawals for:
Nationwide
Barclays
Lloyds TSB
Alliance & Leicester
CO-OP
All other Banks basic accounts

PLUS:
●
●
●
●
●

Motor vehicle licensing
Bill paying
Photocopying and laminating
Mobile phone top-ups
Greetings cards and stationery

David and Susan

Tel: 01840 250 259
Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk

Boscastle Museum & Archive 1
The Boscastle Museum
and Archive room at the
Community Centre is
coming on apace. Richard
and Dave Ferret have
constructed the cabinets
which now line three
walls. Dave is finishing
off the tops which will be
glazed and lockable. The
units are being lined with
green baize and Malcolm
Biddick is fitting the
electrical lighting into the
display cabinets. Dave has
enlisted the help of several
who are willing to assist
Anne in the layout of the
display once the area is
ready.
Both Anne (01840
250381)
and
Dave
(01840 250414) are
happy to be contacted
by anyone wishing for
further information and
particularly by any of you
who have items which you
would like to display in
the archive. The cabinets
are securely locked and
you can be your own
key holder for your own
items. The room being
used to house the archive
is off the main hall of the
community centre. A list
of committee members

and their contact details
are shown on the door to
the lower entrance to the
centre.
We’d like to say a special
thank you to Glenton
Brown who has obtained
£700 from Cornwall
County Council towards
the costs. Boscastle Parish
Council have promised
a contribution towards
the archive room and
the acoustic tiles that are
needed for the main hall.
We have been hugely
encouraged by all your
support and the many
offers of help. Word has
spread far afield. We
have received a lovely
letter from June and
Fred Siford’s cousin,
John Pearn, wishing us
well. John is Professor
of Paediatrics and Child
Health at the University
of Queensland. He always
shows great interest in
Boscastle and says he
knows that the many
people from all parts of
the world who make the
pilgrimage back to their
roots would find special
fulfilment in having a
Boscastle Museum.

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.
____________________________________

For further details please ring: 01840 250456

www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk
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Cabaret Supper or Boscastle’s ‘X Factor’
Boscastle has a tradition of
home-grownentertainment
and, on the 28th & 29th of
November, once again the
Cabaret Supper Nights
proved to be a stage for
the talented artistes in our
community.
The evening began
with our top chefs Angela
Pethick and Val Gill (our
in-house photographer),
ably assisted by Joan
Kinsman and Sandy
Darlison, providing to
a full house, Tunisian
Lamb and Jacket Potatoes
followed by Apple pie or
fresh fruit salad with clotted
cream. The waitresses were
Jane Castling (who also
made the tasteful table
decorations and arranged
the
raffle),
Daphne
Rogers (star of stage) and
the writer - overseen by
David Lamont, to whom
we have to give gratefully
thanks for arranging such
a convivial evening.
The
inner
man/
woman having been

satisfied by the repast,
the
entertainment
commenced. The first
half of the concert had
a musical theme with
Roger Nicholls being
loudly
applauded
after
announcing
his ‘(marriage) in the
morning’; Mary Baum
sang
nostalgically
of Love - ‘if it were
all’; followed by David
Lamond
and
Peter
Chisholm-Taylor’s
list
of eccentric ‘Favourite
things’, which brought a
new slant to the original
list!! Roger Toy considered
the benefits of being ‘a
rich man’ so convincingly
that you wanted to rush
out and buy him a lottery
ticket; Marianne Privett’s
sophisticated rendition of
‘What a day this has been’
set the audience’s feet
gently tapping; the three
tenors (Roger, Roger and
David Pinn) questioned,
in their own inimitable
style, ‘where was the
life that late (they’d) led’

a trio of glamourous girls

causing the audience to
wonder at the long list
of conquests! Peter sang
wistfully to Daphne,
telling her he ‘remembered
it well’ though differently
from Daphne! David Pinn
gave a sensitive rendition
of ‘If ever I should leave
you’ (leaving us feeling
- ‘as if ’!). Three blonde
bombshells
(Myrna,
Marianne and Daphne)
then appeared to ‘Razzle,
dazzle’ us in a wonderfully
co-ordinated routine and
at the end of the first half
five Romeos told us to
‘Brush up your Shakespeare’
with
suggestions
of
debatable techniques on
wooing! Throughout this
musical
extravaganza
the melodic singers were
accompanied, excellently,

photo Val Gill

by Joan Naylor on piano.
The raffle, drawn in the
interval, was won by Pam
Ward on Friday night
and by Lynn Biddick on
Saturday night.
The
pantomime
‘Jack and the beanstalk’,
performed in the second
half of the concert was
written with humour
and local references by
Mary Baum. Myrna
produced and directed
the production which had
Roger Nichols starring
as Jack, Daphne as Jack’s
Aunty, Marianne as Gretel
(was she in the original??),
Roger Toy as a much
reduced Giant, Myrna as
the wicked witch ‘old bag’
dressed in plastic bags
(ingenious!!), David Pinn
as the covetous King and

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.
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Boscastle Line Dance Club

‘she doesn’t look convinced, Roger’

David Lamond and Peter
as elegant desperadoes.
The audience obviously
enjoyed the pantomime
(and the concert) if the
loudness of their applause
at the end of the show was
anything to go by.
Thanks are due to
Mary Wittamore of the
Performing Arts Library
in St Austell, for her
help in arranging the
loan of all the original
music included in this
production.
Since Boscastle has seen
so much change in recent

photo Val Gill

years, we should be grateful
that the performers,
chefs and the backroom
team continue to share
their talents and time in
putting such concerts
together. Long may these
convivial evenings, with
the opportunity to share
each others company,
continue. Many, many
thanks to all involved for
a most enjoyable evening.
GQ

If you missed this splendid
performance, there is
another chance to see it
in January, for details see
page 4.

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Adrian Prescott (chairman) 250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

On Wednesday 24th
September at 7 30pm
around 26 ladies of all
ages ranging from 11[ish]
to above 60 and beyond,
turned up at the village hall
in Boscastle wondering
what they were letting
themselves in for. It was
the very first Line Dance
for Beginners class!! The
costs for this evening were
funded by the WEA.
Kathy and Joan [our
instructor] ran through
what would be shown and
explained how the class
would progress each week
until the ladies could
put together some of the
easier dances and have fun
doing this.
The class quickly
dissolved into a ‘day at
the dodgems’ as they
tried to manoeuvre the
right and left grapevines
and heel struts and kick
ball changes. Everyone
was going in opposite
directions and turning
the wrong way. It was
hilarious.
Thankfully

no one did any damage
to each other apart from
laughing too much.
As the weeks progressed
the dances came together
and now the ladies can
do around ten dances
and they are at the stage
were they are so confident
they are dancing with
‘attitude’. Lots of hip
bumps and grinds and
personal interpretation to
the music and moves and
a few yeehaawws and our
class is now a Line Dance
Club to be reckoned
with.
The club now meets on
Tuesday evenings in the
Village Hall at 7 30pm.
It is a great way to have
fun, keep fit and most
definitely a great laugh.
It is £2 50 per session so
why not come along and
join in our fun club
Thank you ladies for
making this a great club.
Kathy Hawkes

For further information
about the line dancing
club, call 01840 250488

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly baked
pasties, handmade
cakes, scones and
pastries, a large
range of breads,
crisps & handmade
cookies, take-away
teas, coffee, drinking
chocolate

Winter opening hours displayed on door
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205
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From the Methodist
Minister:
As I write this article in
early November I am
finding it hard to think
about the month of
December and all that it
brings. Having said that
we have been in situations
where Christmas goods
and cards are on sale. I
even heard one person say
that she had purchased and
wrapped her Christmas
presents already.
However,
as
the
children’s rhyme goes
“Christmas is a coming
....”. The question is,
“What does Christmas
mean for us as we
contemplate its arrival?”
As I have mused on that
question over the past few
days the words ‘Giving’
and ‘Receiving’ have
been on my mind. Many
people will be pondering
the question of what to
give to their children,
husbands, wives, relatives
and friends, on the other
hand some, particularly
children, will be faced
with questions about what
they would like to receive
at Christmas. Some of us
may be struggling with
both questions.
At the heart of
Christmas are the matters
of ‘giving’ and ‘receiving’.
This raises the issue for us
as to where we place our
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emphasis on the ‘giving’
or the ‘receiving’.
The tradition of giving
gifts at Christmas can be
traced back to the story
of the Wise Men – see
Matthew Chapter 2 verses
1 – 12 – which we shall
hear as we share in our
Christmas Carol Services.
Their gifts were inspired
gifts but none the less
arose from their sense
of indebtedness to God.
The giving and receiving
of gifts within our circles
of family and friends
increases
the
bonds
between us as we express
our love, gratitude and joy
in the gifts that we offer.
As we ponder that scene
in a stable in Bethlehem
from some 2,000 years ago
it still has significance for
us. In the form of Jesus
– his Son born in human
flesh God gives himself to
us in a life that was given
up on a Cross on a hill
outside Jerusalem some
1970 years ago to open
to us the way to heavenly
life and living. God’s
hope was and is that we
would receive his gift and
respond with the giving
up of our lives to Him
and His Way for us. From
this arises all the ‘Giving’
and ‘Receiving’ which is
a part of our Christmas
Celebrations.
Sue and I wish you all
a very Happy Christmas

and every blessing in the
New Year.
Bryan Ede

P.S. Everyone is welcome
to share in the Christmas
activities at Boscastle
Methodist Church which
include:Thurs Dec 18th: Carols
Evening with St. Gennys
Band at 7p.m.
Christmas Day:
Christmas Morning Worship
with Communion led by Mr
Glenton Brown
Dear friends
It hardly seems a year
ago that I came here to
Boscastle for interview
for the position of Priestin-Charge of the seven
churches in the Boscastle
Group of Churches.
What a year it has been
for Margaret, Matthew,
Rebecca and I, being
interviewed, offered the
post, visiting here again
with the family to ensure
that it was the right move
for us, telling my church
congregation that I was
leaving (not an easy task),
telling my Mum (an even
harder task), packing up,
moving here, choosing
schools for the children…
the list could go on and
on…and no doubt would
send you to sleep.
But my reason for
mentioning all these
changes is that change is
part of our life, and as a

new year approaches then
change will once more be
on the agenda for all of
us. We cannot live our
life without change, but
many, many people find
change one of the most
difficult things in life to
cope with.
But should we be afraid
of change? To tell you the
truth, I am not sure. One
part of me wants to shout
it out that NO we should
embrace change as it is
often in the change that
we find new meaning for
our lives.
However, there is an
equally loud voice saying
NO we should not change,
change is frightening, it
makes us unsure of life, we
might just lose something
that we value and then
it will be too late and we
cannot go back.
There will be many
changes in the village
over the next year, with
New Road closed for a
period adding extra miles
to short journeys, looking
at the proposal for a new
sewage works and all the
implications that that
will bring with any of the
proposals, and of course
here there is the annual
change with the holiday
season, extra people
coming into this beautiful
part of the world driving
at 2 miles an hour (or so
it seems) on the ‘Atlantic

Highway’ taking in the
view’s whilst we are trying
desperately to get to
school to pick children
up, or meeting up with
friends, and we are getting
frustrated with the car in
front!! (I’m sure that many
of you have been there.)
But one of the things that
I have found since moving
here from Manchester is
that we actually do need
to stop and take the time
to see the things that God
has provided for us to
enjoy.
I was talking to
somebody the other day
who has just had a heart
attack and they were
going out for their first
walk. They said that they
really appreciated their
new outlook on life, the
chance to perhaps slow
down and take in the
view, the change that had
happened in their life
with the heart attack was
being taken as a positive
change and one that they
were trying to embrace
and allow themselves to
appreciate all that they
have.
I would like to ask you
all as we look forward (or
not) to a new year to take
the above view, let us all
stop for a time each day
to look at what God has
provided around us, to
appreciate the beauty of
this place, to enjoy life to
the full and thank God
each day for all that he has
done for us, and perhaps
also by trying to do just
one thing every day to
help our neighbour, who
ever that might be. So that

we can all enjoy life to the
full, praising God always
for all he provides.
May
Margaret,
Matthew, Rebecca and I
wish you all a Very Blessed
Peaceful Christmas and
all God’s Blessing for the
New Year.
Yours in Christ

proceed, and will keep the
village informed both by
notices on the churchyard
gate and in the Blowhole.
May I thank you
in advance for your
patience with us whilst we
undertake this survey.
Yours in Christ
Fr Robert

The church grounds,
at Forrabury are to be
stability tested and checked
for safety and condition.
Any memorials found
to require work to make
them safe will be marked
and photographed.
To
explain
this
a
bit
further
the
Churchwardens and I
thought that the village as
a whole needed to know
what is happening at
Forrabury Church. Many
of you will have noticed
that several graves have
already been identified as
needing work on them
to comply with Health
and Safety legislation.
The Wardens and I are
concerned by number
of monuments that were
identified, and felt that
it would be appropriate,
and wise to have our
findings confirmed by
an external person, and
so we have had a survey
commissioned.
The results of this
survey will be made
available to the Parochial
Church Council and the
relatives of the monuments
concerned. We will, as
soon as we are aware of
the results of the survey,
be trying to decide how to

Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274

Roman Catholic
Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Fr Robert

Safety Checks

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:

As the Blowhole
goes to press, we are
saddened to hear that
Bill Perry and Ian
Stewart have passed
away.
All our sympathies
are extended to their
families .

Religious Society of
Friends:
Quakers meet each Sunday at
10.30am in the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

Church of England:
Rev Robert Thewsey
The Rectory, Forrabury,
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359

Peggy Vincent
1913 - 2008

Dear Old Mother of
Carole and Jenny died
peacefully on 13th
November at her home
in Crediton which she
loved. Also, she loved her
home in Boscastle. She
enjoyed its peace and
quiet, walks on the cliffs
and the magnificent
sunsets. She made many
friends in the village
who remember her with
much affection.

Dear Peggy
It is time now
For you to step out
With all your old confidence
Through the French windows
Into the garden
Into the warm sunlight and
the scent of roses
To the sound of bird song
The happy voices of old
friends
And the person you mostlonged to see
Time for your soul to be free.
Joan Carrigan Cork
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Hart Morris Biddick
(BOB) 1927 - 2008
Sadly, on the 26st August 2008 Bob
Biddick passed away at his home
after being diagnosed with cancer
in July.
His funeral service was held at
Forrabury Church on 2nd September.
The church was packed and the
service was relayed by speaker to
the many people stood outside. The
Revs. Robert Thewsey and Michael
Parsons officiated. His 5 grandsons
and 2 grandsons-in-law were the
bearers. His brother Stuart was the
organist and was assisted by Maria
Nicholls.
Bob, as he was known to
everyone, wanted his passing to
be a celebration of his life and he
asked that we treat it, as a happy
occasion.
Born in 1923 at Honeymoon
Cottage, Boscastle, the eldest of 4
sons to Cyril and Ethel Biddick, he
was a bridge boy. There was a great
rivalry then, between bridge and top
town, to which he would eventually
move, after his marriage, but always
remained a bridge boy at heart. He
was a proud Cornishman through
and through and one of only a few
of old Boscastle left.
Times were hard, leaving school
at 14 and going to work on a farm at
Trewethett near Trethevy, working
long hours, a 6 1/2 day week living
in, for 2s 6d wages and coming
home only for Sunday afternoons.
He did many jobs in his
younger days, being sent by the
labour exchange to the Penzance
area to cut cauliflowers, gardener
for The Wellington Hotel, who
farmed all their own produce, in
Valency fields. Many years with
his father on tractors, agricultural
contracting, building with Dennis’s
builders, but he loved his last job
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with Dingles of Stoke
Climsland as a road roller
driver, where he worked all
over this county and there
were not many roads, we
travelled on together, when
he would say, we resurfaced
this section of road, back in
whatever date it was; he had
a terrific memory.
He was a member of
H.M. Coastguards for 28
years and was volunteer
in charge of the lookout
section, until it closed.
He had many loves in his
life, outside his family. His great love
was music and for those who knew
him in his younger years, knew of
his talents: Brass bands. Male Voice
choirs and
of course his accordian, on which
he was very accomplished and
which he played with his brothers
Arthur and Stuart, his dad Cyril and
Claude Knight as Biddick’s Dance
Band. After the death of their father
Cyril, they played as The Red Stars
Dance Band, playing together for
some years, covering a large area.
He would also play the accordian,
sometimes with his brother Arthur
and sometimes on his own, in pubs
throughout the area.
He also loved his walks, with
his beloved dog Candy and they
covered many miles together, which
combined another love, that of
meeting people and chatting and
telling old tales of Boscastle, which
was fatal as many you found out,
especially if you were in a hurry!
Candy would get fed up and lie
down, while he chatted and on
more than one occasion, just got up
and went home on her own.
Gardening was another of his

favourite pastimes, but everything
had to be done in particular order
and with precision.
He enjoyed his Sunday trip out,
always ending up at Widemouth
Bay for ice creams, then back to
Millook, another place that he
loved. He and his brothers spent
many school holidays at Millook,
with their Auntie Kathleen and
Uncle Arthur and had many happy
memories there.
He loved his family gatherings
and although not well, was able
to celebrate his and Vi’s Diamond
wedding in June of this year, Open
House at 5 Potters Lane on the
day and a family party at White
Smock Meadow on the Saturday.
His brother Stuart brought in his
keyboard and played all the old
favourites from their younger days
and dance band days, which he
thoroughly enjoyed.
But his greatest love was for
his wife Vi, his three children,
seven grandchildren and six great
grandchildren. His family was
everything to him. He brought his 3
children up to respect, to be honest,
to be polite and with discipline,

sadly all of which are missing
from today’s society. There were
hard times, but ours was mainly
a happy home.
He spent hours with his
grandchildren
and
great
grandchildren and spent many
hours babysitting, which he did
with Vi, up until a few weeks
before his death and had great
enjoyment from them all.
He saw every member of his
family, in the couple of days
before his passing. His one last
wish was, that we all have a drink
with him when he died. We
carried that out, by surrounding
his bed, drinking a toast to him
and singing one verse, of a song
he liked and used to play to us.
We have lost the leader of our
family, the one who was always
there, but he has left us with
many treasured memories.
We would like to thank
everyone for the kindness and
support shown to us, through
those last few difficult weeks
and for all the cards and flowers
we have received.
We would also like to thank
the Sunrise Dept. at Treliske,
McMillan nurses, the district
nurses and most importantly
everyone at Boscastle surgery,
who were absolutely fantastic,
with a special thank you to
Dr Graham Garrod, who had
looked after Bob for some
25 years and together with
Sally from McMillan, made it
possible for us to carry out his
last wish, of dying in his own
home, where he had lived for
the last 54 years.
Donations
were
for
Bottreaux surgery and thanks
to the generosity of you all, we
were able to pass on a cheque
to the surgery for £1144 in his
memory.
MB

Barbara Wye 1951 - 2008

Barbara & Peter Wye

Some 15 years ago, by chance, Peter
& Barbara Wye, decided to come to
Cornwall for their holiday and chose
Boscastle. They booked our holiday flat
at Kingsbury Cottage, fell in love with
Boscastle and came back 2 or 3 times
every year since.
We became great friends from
day one. When we moved to White
Smock Meadow, they continued to
stay with us.
Eight years ago they decided to
get married and wanted it to be in
Boscastle. They were married in the
Methodist Chapel and afterwards
held their reception at our bungalow.
Relatives and friends from Sheffield
all came and together with all their
new friends from Boscastle had a
wonderful day.
They both loved this area, spending
hours on the cliffs, walking enjoying
the wildlife and just taking it all in.
For the last four years, we holidayed
with them on The Isle of Mull, another
place they loved and we also fell in
love with.
Barb was always a very busy and an
involved person and she spent hours
sorting out and participating in charity
events and she was always thinking of

others. Just six months before her
death she did a sponsored walk along
the length of Hadrian’s Wall in aid
of a cancer related charity. Most of
her charity work was in aid of cancer
relief.
Pete and Barb joined us for the
New Year and, as always, had a great
time, again making plans for their
next visits to Boscastle and Mull.
Sadly, in February, she was
diagnosed with cancer and she
passed away in May. Her funeral
and cremation was in Sheffield, and
a large number of people were in
attendance to pay their last respects.
Pete brought her ashes back to
where she called home, Boscastle.
All her village friends joined Pete
when her ashes were scattered at a
place where they loved to sit on the
commons. Michael Parsons officiated
with a short service and Carolyn
Edwards gave a reading.
Barb was a very special friend to
us and all our family. She has left us
with some wonderful memories and
is sadly missed by us all.
God bless you Barb.
Malcolm, Lynn and all the family.
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Parish Council News

Forrabury and Minster Parish
Council meet in the Village
Hall on the second Thursday of
each month at 7pm. Members
of the public are invited to
attend and may address the
Council during the first ten
minutes of the meeting. A
copy of the agenda is displayed
on the Parish Council notice
boards and website prior to all
meetings. Minutes of previous
meetings are displayed once
they are approved by the
Council.
For further information please
contact the Parish Clerk: Bob
Smith on 01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net or
visit: www.boscastlecornwall.
org.uk

Election of Chairman
Following the resignation
in October of Arthur
Bannister from the Parish
Council, at the November
meeting Cllr Philippa
Arthan
was
elected
Chairman.
Publication Participation
• At the September meeting
Graham King attended
and said that he had been
very unfairly treated at the
previous meeting and that
there were councillors who
had not declared a prejudicial

interest. He had been very
gratified by the many letters
of support he had received
from members of the public
in all communities. He went
on to say that there were
many different views and
that he hoped the new group
would be a liaison group and
would not become a protest
group.
• At
the
November
meeting a letter from Cheryl
Maugham was read out
thanking Arthur Bannister
for all the work he had
done for the village and
how sad it was that such a
hostile atmosphere had been
created that he had resigned
from the Parish Council.
• District
Cllr
Janey
Comber read out a prepared
statement in support of
Arthur
Bannister,
her
distress at having been
accused of intimidating
planning officers which she
said is totally untrue and her
concerns at the notices that
had been circulated round
the village which was full of
inaccuracies.
• At all meetings there was
representation from residents
in Trevalga, Trethevy and
Tintagel who voiced their
concerns and anger over the
SWW proposals.

Sewage Advisory Group
Following the formation
of a new sewage action
group it was decided at
the Council meeting
in September that this
group should operate in
an advisory capacity and
would be expected to
provide minutes of their
meetings to the full Parish
Council.
In subsequent meetings
the group reported that
Tintagel PC had voted in
favour of three separate
sewage sites and that this
would cause minimum
disruption to the various
communities.
Other
sites had been suggested
to SWW but none were
acceptable.
At the November
meeting Cllr Dr Jarvis
started by paying tribute
to Arthur Bannister and
all the time and effort he
had given to the Parish
Council. He then went on
to say he felt the planning
application by SWW had
left insufficient time for
people to respond and
he asked for an extension
to the hearing of the
planning application and
for a site meeting
He reported that the

sewage action group
was (a) not minded
to recommend a joint
scheme. (b) two separate
schemes
would
not
damage
relationships
between the communities
and (c) the arguments
against the Hillsborough
and the Tresuck sites could
also apply to Trevalga.
Cllr
Jarvis
then
circulated a list of the
benefits of the proposed
Joint Sites to Boscastle.
Planning Applications
Ref.08/00476/WAS/ECB

Town
and
Country
Planning Act 1990.
Sewage Treatment Works,
Associated Landscaping,
Land
Reprofiling,
Counsturction
Compound and Ancillary
works on land South
of Trevalaga. Pumping
Stations at Boscastle, (New
Rd) Boscastle (Forrabury)
Bossiney (Back Lane)
Tintagel, (Haven) and
Tintagel (Castle Road)
Ref; 08/00367
As above but on land
South of Bossiney, for
South West Water
Before starting discussion
on the application the
Parish Clerk reported that
he had sought advice from

Chi for Life
Movement in Nature
Therapeutic Massage
Limited Edition Prints
01840 - 770622

CHI MOVEMENT ART MASSAGE HEALING
www.jeannehampshire.co.uk
jamshire@madasafish.com
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Parish Council continued

Sarah Mason and that
the Action Group should
be treated as having
a prejudicial interest
and withdraw from the
discussion,
Cllr Jarvis said he had
spoken to the Standards
Agency and had received
different advice.
Cllr Brewer said that
Sally Lloyd Jones said “If
you are working on behalf
of residents” this is not
necessary. Cllr Jarvis said
that it is possible to get
dispensation but the time
scale did not allow for
this.
A member of the
public stood and said he
felt the group had shown
a prejudicial interest.
Another member of the
public said that Cllr
Hancock had a prejudicial
interest and that he
should withdraw from
the discussion. This was
disputed by Cllr Hancock
as SWW have withdrawn
their appeal in regard to
the Tresuck site.
In view of all of the
above it was decided that
the application could not
be discussed by the Parish
Council.
Cllr Hancock then
indicated his intention
to resign his position in
protest at the way in which
the PC had conducted
themselves.
Wind Farm
At the September meeting
Caroline Bott addressed
the meeting about the

application to erect 20
wind turbines on land
adjacent to Davidstow
Wood. These turbines
would be 400 metres
high and would have a
severe visual impact and
a detrimental effect on
wildlife in the area. The
Council debated the issue
and agreed to oppose the
scheme.
Playground /Field
Cllr Findlay reported that
a committee had been
formed to oversee the
maintenance etc. There
was still some work that
needed doing, and while
some of this could be done
immediately, it would be
advisable to wait until the
outcome of the SWW
application was known
to deal with the drainage
issue and replacement of
gate etc.
Money was still being
held in the playing field
fund so he would get
quotes for the work that
is needed and report to
Council next month.
Flood money
Cllr Findlay suggested
that a sub committee
be formed to invite
community projects to
apply for grants from the
fund.
Highways report
New Road is to be closed
for approximately four
weeks from 5th January
2009 for work on drains
to be carried out.
Cllr Dawson drew
attention to the problem
of drains being blocked by
fallen leaves at this time of
year.

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk

We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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Pickwick
Papers
As she perused the many
Christmas
decorations
on sale in Asda, a
woman remarked, to her
companion, and anyone
else who happened to be
around at the time, that
Christmas didn’t seem the
same anymore and that it
was too commercialised.
Nothing new there since
most of us have been
saying it for years but
the advertising onslaught
goes on and seems to
start earlier and earlier in
the year. The self same
Supermarket or another
like it will be asking us in
January to buy their own
savings stamps for the
next Christmas along, no
doubt with Easter Eggs
too. Because the build
up to Christmas begins
ever earlier much of the
true Christmas Spirit is
dissipated and by the time
December twenty fourth

or twenty fifth arrives
the cry is “that it doesn’t
seem like Christmas this
year” and I expect we have
all been guilty of it too!
Perhaps, in the present
financial crisis, it will for
many seem even less like
Christmas since, despite
the chancellor’s efforts,
there is likely to be less
money around this year
and certainly a shortage
of credit.
As a child growing up
just at the end of the last
war we had not heard of
credit cards, true many
bought large household
items on the “nevernever” or hire purchase to
give it its true name, but
when you shopped it had
to be within the rationing
system and you almost
always paid cash, and if
you hadn’t much of that
then you went without
and hard as it seems
that was the custom and
people accepted it and
lived within their means.

You simply could not
have what you could not
afford and yet despite
everything we always had
wonderful Christmases.
Our expectations were
knowhere near as great as
those of today - I thought
I was well blessed to have
Santa deliver to me on
Christmas morning a
book, often the Radio
or Film Fun annual, a
Chad valley wind up
train set, some sweets and
often these might be (Oh
horrors of horrors) sweet
cigarettes and in my grey
school stocking would be
an apple, orange some
nuts and a cracker and joy
was certainly unconfined
in our household the year
that I received a copy
of the Eagle Annual. In
return my sister and I
would pool our savings,
usually about twenty five
shilling, (£1.25), and buy
presents for the family:
a stick of shaving soap
for dad, a sparkly brooch
for mum, embroidered
handkerchiefs
and

lavender water for granny
and an aunt
Certain preparations
for Christmas were made
in late October when my
mother would make the
Christmas puddings and
Christmas cake. Each of
us would take a turn in
stirring the pudding and
make a wish and my sister
and I would then hang
around in the hope that
we would get to scrape the
bowl for the sweet gooey
mixture that didn’t make
it into the basin. Once
given a greaseproof paper
lid and then tied up in a
cloth reserved for the job
and always known as a
pudding cloth, they would
be put into a large copper
of water and boiled for
what seemed like hours
and then stored in the
pantry for the big day.
Winter evenings would
see us colouring in our
own Christmas cards and
making coloured paper
chains and with a little
imagination you could
make the most wonderful

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect

Open daily February - October
Dogs (if on a lead) welcome in our Tea Garden
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Pickwick
Papers
continued

decorations from pipecleaners and shiny toffee
papers.
The Christmas tree and
decorations were not put
up until Christmas Eve
and then at last it felt like
it really was Christmas.
The tree decorations
were like old friends revisiting us for their annual
appearance on the tree
with their jewel colours of
predominately red, green
and silver shimmering in
the firelight so making
this the most magical of
visions for us as children
and one could almost
swear that the fairy at the
top of the tree blinked
as she once more saw
daylight. So you see with
the waiting nearly over
we could actually begin
to feel excited, and having
to go to bed early on that
night of all nights seemed
a true hardship and sleep
was the furthest thing
from our minds but sleep
we did wakening early, too
early probably, to see what
presents we had received.

Christmas Day was a truly
enjoyable family day with
some carols at the piano,
the King’s speech on the
radio - no television in
those days - and then the
inevitable party games,
perhaps charades or blind
man’s buff or squeak piggy
squeak such was the day
that you could not bear
for it to end.
Today
too
many
people, if what they say
is to be believed, cannot
wait for it to be over, so
one wonders how much
longer Christmas as we
know it will last: many
shops now stay open
throughout the period,
some local authorities
are preferring to refer to
a winter festival rather
than Christmas and are
ditching the Christmas
Carols too. Of course most
miss the real point of the
day - it is a birthday - the
day on which we celebrate
the coming of the Christ
Child into the world along with the symbols of
hope, peace and love that
He brought with him. I
shall remember my own
family Christmases in
my heart as if they were
yesterday and I do hope
that you can too.

D. CORNISH PEST CONTROL
MOLES, MICE, RATS, WASPS,
WOODWORMING, DEER CONTROL,
FLEAS, BEDBUGS, ETC…
FAST, RELIABLE, FRIENDLY SERVICE

			

			

01841 521812
07718 882478

info@dcornishpestcontrol.co.uk

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor
‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457
Comfortable
contemporary
accommodation.
Superb breakfasts
using local produce
and fish.

Rooms with breakfast
en-suite non-smoking
Discounts available for local bookings

01840 250418

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

AN PARTRIC K
T
S
I
T R D. ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Food Glorious Food (and Craft)
It was good to see the
return of the Boscastle
Food and Craft Festival
on the weekend of 4th
and 5th October. You may
remember that last year the
organisers were prevented
from holding the festival
due to the work being
carried out in the harbour
car park. This year’s festival
proved that the organisers
had not lost their touch – it
was better than ever and
could equal any event held
in Truro!!!
If you started at the
bottom of the village and
entered the marquee you
were met by the ‘Meet
and Greet team’, whose
enthusiastic welcome made
you forget the rain outside.
The first section of the
marquee had a display of
interesting crafts such as
silver jewellery, fragrant
soaps, framed photographs,
hand made greetings cards
and ‘Dreckly’ clocks – many
from local contributors.
The second half of the
marquee was full of mouth
watering delicacies, to
tempt the visitors – creamy
goats’ cheeses; bright
orange crabs and lobsters;
gleaming, freshly caught
fish and nutty walnut bread.

Visitors were drawn to the
top chefs’ demonstrations
by the succulent smells of
roasting venison and frying
fish (fortunately, there was
not a ‘Squirrel Pasty’ in
sight). Spectators filled the
seats to hear tips on how to
winkle out crabmeat and
how to recognise a dodgy
mussel.
This year there could
be no complaints about
the mini bus transport.
They seemed to appear
just outside the marquee
whenever you wanted one
– no long waits in my
experience. The drivers
were friendly, helpful and
willing to drop people off
wherever it was convenient
for passengers. Everything
was well sign-posted so
it was easy to travel to
the other venues. The
Community Centre had
more local crafts on display
- savoury pickles, beaded
jewellery and original,
hand made cards. Boscastle
School had an exhibition
of the History of Boscastle
with
photographs,
assembled by Anne Knight
– always interesting to be
reminded of the changes in
the village. The Methodist
Chapel held a display of

Scott Roberts from the Welly creates something delicious with duck

competition photographs
from home and abroad,
taken by residents.
If by now visitors
thoughts were turning
to cups of tea they were
soon to discover the
W.I.’s contribution to
the festival. In the village
hall homemade cakes and
biscuits, as well as craft
items, demonstrated the
members’ skills. Moving
on from here visitors could
visit Mr and Mrs Stewart’s
garden and also Carol
Vincent’s garden, both of
which display the skill and
imagination of each owner.
The final venue on our
Food and Craft trail was
Forrabury Church, where

photo Myrna Lester

there was an exhibition of
local art and craft.
The festival weekend
was followed by a week of
walks of varying degrees
of difficulty, in the
surrounding countryside.
A new addition to the
programme was artist
Deborah King who offered
her ‘Sketchbook Session’ art
tutorials at a special rate.
It is not very often that
bouquets are handed out
to organisers of events
– usually it is brickbats
– but the organisers of the
Boscastle Food and Craft
Festival deserve a bouquet
and congratulations for a
job well done.
GQ

SMEETH HIRE
MINI DIGGERS & EQUIPMENT

SELF STORAGE UNITS
Tel: 01840 211220
Tregath Business Units
Camelford Station
PL32 9TZ
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In the food marquee, Lynn Biddick wanted a fresh crab
‘with claws this big’
photo Myrna Lester

Boscastle Museum & Archive 2
Dave Ferret has a
collection of 16 1905
Ordnance
Survey
maps
of
Boscastle
and surrounding area,
rescued by the late Ron
Hart from the zealous
officials at Truro, who
were anxious to destroy
them.
Dave
aims
to have these maps
mounted and to display
them on the walls of
the Archive Room at
the Community Centre
. Dave has enlisted the
help of Odette Rigby
-Jones and her son,
Robert, to line the
cabinets with green baize
and to create laminated
labels with information
about the exhibits.
For the next edition
of the ‘Blowhole’ Dave
will tell us more about
some of the contributors
to the archive and about
the John Cotton Trust
& the Bellamy family,
who originally gave the
land for the erection of
the ‘Men’s Club’. Dave
also has information on
the complete record of
accounts from 1923.
That last one has got
you going, hasn’t it?

Both Anne (01840
250381)
and
Dave
(01840250414)
are
happy to be contacted
by
anyone
wishing
further information, and
particularly by anyone
who has any artefacts
which could be displayed
in the archive.
Great care is being
taken to ensure the safety
and security of any such
items: the cabinets are
securely locked, and
you can be your own
keyholder for your items.
The room being used for
the archive is off the main
hall in the Community
Centre. It is a room with
plenty of natural light and
it will make an attractive
venue for people to visit.
Currently, it houses a pool
table, which apparently
is underused. If anyone
would like to make a
reasonable offer, I’m sure
it would be considered
favourably.
You can find a list of
committee members and
their contact numbers
displayed on the door to
the lower entrance of the
Centre.

Pre-School Playgroup Fundraising
Our Safari Supper in
November was a huge
success, raising over £700
of much needed funds
and a great night was had
by all! We would like to
thank: Lynn & Malcolm
Biddick for holding the
sherry & nibbles at their
house, also thanks to
helpers Sandy & Joan, At
the village hall, thanks to
Nikki & Mark Collings,
Carolyn & Steve Edwards,
Jackie Haddy, Emma
Paul & Sophie Miller,
Barbara Sullivan, Karina
& Hannah Stollery for all
their hard work providing
the soup course. Thanks to
Ron and Sharon Muffett
& all the staff at the Nap
for putting on a wonderful
Roast Dinner. Last but
not least thanks to the
Cobweb Inn, venue for
desserts. Everyone was fat
and full by the end of the
evening! Especial thanks
to Adrian for sorting out
the music for the night,
when Shane Soloman
did not show at the last

minute. He managed to
get a local band Blue Slate
who were fantastic.
The main raffle prize,
a mountain bike, donated
by the Cobweb Inn, was
won by Sherry Clarridge.
Other prizes were donated
by The Picture Gallery,
OtherWorld,
Clovelly
Clothing, The Old Mill,
Boscastle Gallery, Crafty’s,
Sharps Brewery, Riverford,
Cornish Stores, Boscastle
Pottery, Spinning Wheel,
Boscastle
Newsagents,
and by parents, family and
friends of the Playgroup.
The Halloween disco
with DJ Paul Miller, was
great fun, the children had
a wonderful time and we
raised £200. Prizes were
given to the best dressed:
Phoebe and Aaron won
the 1st age group, and
Emily and Deckard won
the 2nd age group. Well
done to everyone who
took part, you all looked
fantastic and thanks to all
who helped.

AR
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Postie‘s Corner

The Post Office as we know
it is still open as usual. We
were expecting to be closed
at the end of October but
that date has been and
gone. So we are still waiting
for the official notification
as to the decision that has
been made. The Post Office
remains open until the
replacement service begins.
I think we’ve all heard
where this replacement
service is going to be but
as we at the Post Office
have had nothing official I
cannot comment on this.
Sorry to be vague.
There is a possibility
that Tracey and I could still
work from the back of the
current Post Office even
after it closes. Tentative
negotiations have begun
and hopefully we will be
able to continue to work
from our current location
for a little longer. If this
doesn’t happen then it
means that Tracey and I will
be relocating to Tintagel.
We will then be working
from
the
temporary
premises that the Tintagel
posties have worked from
for the last few months.
Working from Tintagel
will effect how we do our
jobs but until it happens
we are not sure how.
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We also have to
consider what to do
with items of mail
that we can’t deliver.
Currently we put in a
card saying that you
can collect it from the
post office but we’re
not sure as to what
arrangements are being
made for this once the
post office is closed.
Until the different
departments and offices
inform each other what
is happening then
nothing can be decided
or implemented.
Christmas is upon us
again so please make it
easier for all us posties,
post parcels and cards
as early as possible and
don’t forget to use the
postcode.
Last posting dates are:
Thursday 18th Dec
Second Class
Saturday 20th Dec
First Class
Tuesday 23rd Dec
Special Delivery
Have a Great Christmas
Darius (Postie)

More info on the change
in Post Office services
in the village on p33 &
more from Darius on
p41.
McMillan Coffee
Morning
The
World’s
biggest
coffee morning in aid of
McMillan Cancer Relief
on 26th September was
held at Lynn & Malcolm
Biddick’s, and raised
the magnificent sum of
£615. Thanks to all who
attended, contributed and
donated.

Cobweb Ladies
Darts Team
The girls finished the
previous season in 7th
place & were hoping
to improve on that
during this season.
With only 2 matches
won so far, this does
not look very likely.
Sherry has not lost any
of her games to date.
Well done Sherry. Val,
on the other hand has
not won a game yet,
improvement
may
come too late for the
captain & she could
be relinquished of
her captainsy. Emma
has been anxiously
waiting in wings to
take over as Captain,
so her chance is
getting nearer. Crista,
Lindsay & Wendy
have played some
good games, Belinda
& Rose on the other
hand have not been
able to play due to
work & holidays.
Judith mainly plays
in doubles & has
excelled in her games
& has decided to
take a holiday to
recouperate.
VG

Charity Hog Roast

Despite the weather the Charity
Hog roast at Tresuck in September
was a huge success & raised over
£1400 for cancer research. Mark &
Lee would like to thank everyone
who braved the winds & rain, in
true Boscastle style & made the
event a very enjoyable evening.
They would also like to thank the
members of Blue Slate for singing
their hearts out for several hours
and helping raise as much money
as possible.
Many thanks also to Trevalga
Village for the loan of their table
and chairs, Martin Pethick for
donating the potatoes, R &N Fuels
for donating the coal, Steven Herd
for providing the pig at trade price.
Antony Biscombe for his electrical
skills and last but not least Fred
Turner for cooking the pig over the
open fire, turning it every fifteen
minutes, for nine hours! Well done
to all. M&L

COBWEB INN
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

REAL ALES ~ TRADITIONAL FOOD
RESTAURANT ~ FAMILY ROOM
WARM FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

Tel (01840) 250278
We wish all our customers old and new
a Very Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year
Cobweb Inn Christmas Menu and other menus available on
request for Christmas Parties, Dinners or Luncheons,
no matter how large or small.
Book early to avoid disappointment
13th Dec: Blue Slate
20th Dec Whiskey Thieves
Traditional Carol Singing (date to be finalised)
New Year’s Eve: Johnny Cowling

MAKE MOMENTS MATTER
APPEAL: “ Because, Adult lives are precious too”
Many of you will know
about the services provided
by Cornwall Hospice Care
at its two adult hospices
– Mount Edgcumbe, St.
Austell and St. Julia’s in
Hayle.
As hospice nurses we
are passionate about the
specialist care we give to
patients and their families
in Cornwall. We believe
everyone with a life limiting
illness should be able to
access the specialist services
we provide. They should
have relief from pain and
other distressing symptoms
to enable them to live their
life to the full, for however
long that may be. They
should have the choice to
die with dignity in a caring
and supportive environment
for both themselves and
their loved ones.
As a charity we have been
proud to offer specialist
medical care as well as
practical, emotional and
spiritual support to so many
thousands of patients. In
fact, Cornwall has had an
adult hospice service in the
county for nearly 30 years.
However, it is with great
sadness that we have to tell
you that these services are
at risk. We simply haven’t
enough funds to meet our
annual running costs of £5.3
million – that’s equivalent to
£11 a minute.
At a time when we are
faced with ever-rising costs
we have noticed a huge drop
in voluntary income due
to the current economic
climate, which means we
are now facing a huge £1
million shortfall this year.
This is why we are

appealing to you, the people
of Cornwall, to consider
making a small contribution
and help secure the longterm future of this truly
Cornish charity.
We want to be able
to continue to help the
thousands of families across
Cornwall to cope at this very
difficult time. It is not just
our patients, but also their
families, their children and
loved ones that need us.
Please support our
Make Moments Matter
Appeal either with a one off
donation or alternatively by
committing to give a small
monthly contribution.
Sam Pleasants,
Sister, St. Julia’s
Hospice, and Sue
Friend, Sister, Mount
Edgcumbe Hospice

If you would like to make a
donation or set up a regular
monthly
contribution
for the Make Moments
Matter Appeal in support
of Cornwall Hospice Care
please call 01726 66869
or 65711 or send cheques
to Cornwall Hospice Care,
Porthpean Road, St. Austell,
Cornwall, PL26 6AB.

Bottreaux Filling Station
GRAND WINTER
DRAW

Spend £10 on groceries
to
Receive a free raffle
ticket
For the
Christmas Eve Draw
Prizes:£50.00 worth petrol
Turkey Dinner
CD player

Bottreaux Garage
Lock up garages and stores to let
at Bottreaux Garage Boscastle
For further information call into
garage or telephone

01548-560500 or 07767-294281

HERITAGE
Renovation & Construction Ltd
t
t

Barn conversions Specialist joinery
New builds Refurbishment works

t
t

Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854

Building locally for over 20 years

w r perry & Son
Building contractors
stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320
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Boscastle W.I. continues to
flourish and members have
enjoyed a variety of speakers
and outings including a
visit to the Camel Valley
Vineyard. The tour of the
vineyard was fascinating,
culminating in the chance
to enjoy the splendid views
and pleasant sunshine,
whilst sipping wine and
champagne on the terrace.
We left the vineyard to
embark on our search for
the Camel Trail Tea Rooms.
Initially all five cars took
the wrong turning but after
much reversing most of us
arrived at our destination.
Again the weather was kind
and we were able to enjoy
our tea al fresco, which was
fortunate as the tea-rooms
serve the intrepid walkers
and cyclists on the Camel
Trail and have no indoor
facilities.
At our meeting in
September Colin Bennett
talked to us about dolls
and doll’s houses. Dolls
had been used as religious
figures as long ago as
2000BC and were found in
tombs in ancient Egypt. In
the 16th and 17th centuries

dolls made from papiere
mache and wax were
popular in Europe. German
dolls made from china and
bisque appeared in the mid
19th century along with
rag dolls made by mothers
for their daughters. Some
of us could remember the
celluloid and bakelite dolls
with painted hair, now
replaced by vinyl dolls with
realistic looking rooted
hair. One of the most
popular dolls of the 20th
century was Barbie, born
on the 9th of March 1959.
What about Ken?
The speaker at the
October meeting was
Jo Francis, a member of
Boscastle W.I., whose talk
was entitled “A Lifelong
Ambition”. As a school
girl at the age of nine
and living in Lanivet, she
announced that she wanted
to be a journalist but it was
not considered a suitable
job, so on leaving school
she went to work in a bank
in Padstow and ultimately
moved to Wimbledon as a
training instructor.
Life in London was
exciting but she still
longed to be writing and
was soon reporting for
a local newspaper whilst
also working three days a
week as a school secretary.

Eventually she joined
the staff of the Gazette, a
weekly newspaper covering
the metropolitan area of
London, in which she had
her own features column.
Jo met many celebrities in
her career, but she preferred
meeting “real” people like
the Dunkirk Veterans who
as 18 and 19 year olds had
experienced such horrific
experiences during the last
war. She worked closely
with the police, reporting
many crime stories, rapes,
robberies and on one
occasion was “arrested” and
spent a night in the cells! Jo
has accompanied RSPCA
officers, written theatre
reviews and even been
asked to turn on Christmas
lights and open village fetes.
On one occasion she had
appeared in an episode of
the children’s programme
“Rosie and Jim” entitled
“The Newspaper”.
An
interesting career and an
ambition achieved.
In
November
Jo
Brunton-Green
spoke
of her 49 years working
in corsetry and took
us through the history
of underwear from the
constricting garments of
the 17th and 18th centuries
to the modern day.
She had left school

at 15 years of age and
worked in the underwear
department of a local
store in Sutton, Surrey.
In 1952 she joined D.H.
Evans in London, which
boasted the largest corsetry
department in the world
and from there she gained
a one year scholarship to
Harrods. During her time
at Harrods she fitted many
famous people including
members of the Royal
family, debutantes, stars
and many dancers from
Convent Garden – waspies
for men, as well as female
garments.
As part of her training
Jo had to study the human
skeleton and learn how
to fit surgical corsets and
bras. She stressed that after
shoes the bra is the most
important item of clothing
that should be correctly
fitted. These days there are
approximately 50 different
combinations of bra sizes
to make sure of a perfect
fit, a far cry from the early
corsets of the 18th century
which crunched the ribs
so tightly that ladies had
difficulty in breathing.
In the 19th century
whalebones were used and
it wasn’t until 1913 that
the first ordinary bra was
made, although soon after

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
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Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

continued
that in the 1920s it
was fashionable for women
to appear flat chested. The
1930s saw better fitting
bras and girdles and in
1935 A, B and C cup sizes
were introduced.
The
use of Lycra in the 1970s
and the popularity of the
Wonderbra saw another
change in the history of
corsetry. Jo brought along
a variety of underwear
from everyday garments to
more glamorous lingerie
including a very brief Gstring. How times have
changed!
At our craft day, held
in Travalga Hall, we were
delighted to welcome
Pauline Sandercock who
encouraged us to produce
some beautiful Christmas
craft work. We all went
home with a reindeer,
complete with antlers, a
padded heart, a cat with
wings and a star. Even
the most inept amongst
us were impressed with
what we had achieved with
Pauline’s help.
We had a very successful
weekend as part of the
village Food, Arts and
Crafts Festival, providing
coffee, teas, ploughman’s
lunches and delicious

cakes in the Village Hall.
Members had also been
busy making and selling a
variety of craft items jams,
chutneys and cakes.
This very hectic weekend
was closely followed by the
W.I. Group Meeting at
Camelford and the Annual
Council Meeting at Truro
where the guest speaker
was Lady Mary Holborrow,
who spoke about her life
as Lord Lieutenant of
Cornwall.
Members have also
taken part in painting
and craft days at Truro
and Marshgate and seven
gourmets
thoroughly
enjoyed the County Lunch
at the Hotel Metropole in
Padstow.
We are looking forward
to our Christmas Dinner
this year, which will be held
at the Napoleon and also
a Christmas Celebration
with Tea and Carols at our
December meeting.
We meet in the Village
Hall on the second Tuesday
of each month at 2pm
during the winter and at
7.30pm from March to
September. We have an
interesting
programme
planned for 2009 and new
members or visitors are
most welcome to join us.

W.I. Recipe Gluten Free Chocolate Brownies

Fund Raising on Valency Lawn
Jane Castling continues
to allow charitable fund
raising on her lawn, which
now looks truly smart after
its latest facelift. Despite
a rather damp summer
season, with some enforced
postponements, notably
Coastwatch, which finally
had its day at the third
attempt, she managed to
accommodate 8 charities,
plus 2 local events.
The following amounts
were raised for: Macmillan
Trust & Marie Curie
£300; Air Ambulance
£312; Animal Rescue
£300; Merlin Trust £350;
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
£314; the RSPCA £300;
Coastwatch £405 & Castle
Goff Cat Rescue £220;
making a grand total of
£2,201. Many thanks to
everyone who contributed

in any way to the success
of these activities.
The two local events
were the Combined
Churches
and
the
school’s Duck Race Day.
Jane is an unfailing everpresent help, on hand to
supply stall holders with
coffee and tea. She is
also most generous with
donations and items to
be sold.
The stall holders
also support the various
charities, and, with few
exceptions, the charities
themselves take the
opportunity to run a
stall and gain publicity
and coverage for their
work.
This year Raymund
Rogers painted a picture
of the event, a part of
which is shown above..

JC

4 ozs of butter
3 ozs cooking chocolate
4 ozs gluten free flour
4 ozs chopped walnuts
8 ozs sugar
1 tsp baking powder
3 eggs
Melt the butter and chocolate. Mix Flour, baking
powder, sugar and nuts in a bowl.
Beat in eggs, then melted butter and chocolate.
Put into 6” x8” lined cake tin. Bake for 30 mins at 180º
F, 350º C Mk 4. Cut into squares.

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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Sub-lieutenant James Desborough Kirkness
and the Stor y of HMS Captain
Anne Knight researches a memorial tablet at Forrabury
I was sitting in Forrabury
church waiting for the
service to start, it was just
before
Rememberance
Day. I noticed on the
north wall, right beside
the altar, a white marble
tablet mounted on a
white
marble
naval
anchor. It is a memorial
for Sub-Lieutenant James
Desborough
Kirkness,
RN of HMS Captain. I
sat there trying to place
the date of 1870 into a
timeline of Britain at war.
It intrigued me so much
that I decided to do more
research when I got home
and I made notes on
the back of my order of
service.
HMS Captain was
the first British battleship
to be designed and built
privately. Her designer,
a half-pay naval officer,
was Captain Cowper
Phipps Coles. At the
time, shipbuilding design
was changing with the
introduction of steam.
Naval
experiments
included the introduction
of gun turrets and armour

HMS Captain at Plymouth

to replace broadsides
and the design for
HMS Captain included
revolutionary
turret
guns and a deliberately
low freeboard. Captain
Coles promoted his
own design against the
recommendations
of
Sir Edward Reed, Chief
Constructor of the Navy.
The public did not
hesitate to support Coles
and against its better
judgement, the Admiralty
was compelled to allow
construction of the ship
to Coles’ plans.
She was commissioned
on 30 May 1870. At the

ceremony the ensign
was accidentally hoisted
upside down, an omen of
what was to come perhaps,
for just four months
later on 7 September
1870 her stability proved
insufficient
and
she
rolled and foundered in
an exceptional storm off
Cape Finisterre in the Bay
of Biscay. 499 of her crew
were lost. Only 18 men
survived. Amongst those
lost was Hugh Talbot

Burgoyne RN, VC who
was the captain. Captain
Cowper Coles himself
and
Sub-Lieutenant
James Kirkness, the son
of Reverend Kirkness,
Rector of Boscastle were
also amongst those who
died.
A memorial to HMS
Captain in St Paul’s
Cathedral records the
finding of a court of
enquiry into her loss. It
states that the Captain

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
If you are looking for a special gift or momento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!
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HMS Captain

memorial tablet in Forrabury church

was built in deference to
public opinion expressed
in
parliament
and
through other channels
and in opposition to the
views and opinions of
the Controller and his
department. This is an
astonishing criticism of
parliament in a public
memorial. There was a

public outcry from those
who previously had so
vigorously
supported
Coles’ plan. A fund was
set up to raise money for
the survivors and for the
families of those who had
perished. Letters were
written to the Times and
many questions were
asked in the House.

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501

Amongst all this public
mourning there was the
private loss of the Kirkness
family. Sub-Lieutenant
Kirkness’ father, William
John Kirkness, MA was
Boscastle’s rector. He was
a Cornishman and had
been born and baptised in
Falmouth. He had been
rector since 1834 and was
supported by his wife Julia
Mary [Man] and their
other children William
Edward, a student at
Oxford, Julia Holworthy,
John, Charles Man,
Frederick Lewis, Laurence
Francis Hingeston, Louisa

Jane Hingeston, and
Louisa Catherine. The
Reverend Kirkness had
done a great deal during his
incumbency and had been
largely responsible for the
restoration of Forrabury
church It was he who
oversaw the demolition
of St James Chapel in
Gunpool. The Reverend
Kirkness continued to be
rector here until his death
seven years later in 1877.
Although his son has no
known grave William
Kirkness is buried just
inside the church gate at
Forrabury.
AK

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast  
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking
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Tales from the Potting shed
Is it the beginning or the end? For
some, winter marks the end of the
gardening year, largely because
vegetables and fruits have been
harvested, stored, frozen or preserved.
Flowers and shrubs that earlier in the
year gave such pleasure, blooming
their socks off, will have died back,
in some cases virtually disappearing
underground to hide from the cold,
whilst others will leave statuesque seed
heads that appear to come alive once
more when covered in white sparkly
frost. Deciduous shrubs and trees will
now have lost all their leaves, but only
after putting on one last colourful
display, like fireworks, red, yellow and
gold, as if to say, don’t forget me I’ll
be back next year.
On the subject of fallen leaves, it
seems that if they are raked up one
day, they return to the very same spot
the next, a real problem, especially if
they are on the lawn. Not only do they
need to be disposed of, and a good way
is to put them in black plastic bags for
a year then add the decomposed litter
to the compost, but they contribute
to the ever-increasing issue of moss in
lawns here in Cornwall, made worse
by the warm, wet weather conditions.
According to the learned green
keepers, there is currently not a moss
killer on the market that will last all
winter.
Hanging baskets and pots that
were once filled with colourful
summer flowers have been dismantled.
The special plants that have been re-

potted for over wintering in the green
house, will, together with the cuttings
taken earlier as a “belt and braces”
approach in case the mother plant
does not make it, should be watered
sparingly.
Not all gardeners believe in
cutting back and clearing the garden
in the autumn, Tracy Wilson of Radio
Cornwall’s Garden Line fame, was
heard to say at the St Juliot garden
club meeting that she advocates
carrying out this job in the spring, as
she feels it not only offers protection
for the dormant plants, but it
provides a home for bugs and creepy
crawlies. The dead seed heads are
also “treasure” to the flower arranger,
particularly with Christmas just
around the corner. The dried heads
of hydrangea, agapanthus poppies
and crocosmia, if, given a “swoosh”
of gold or silver spray; add interest,
texture and form to any arrangement.
Especially if teamed up with the host
of wonderful evergreens such as the
variegated elaeagnus, laurel and holly,
mixed with traditional green holly and
ivy. There should also be a mention
for one truly special winter flowering
evergreen plant, mahonia japonica, it
protects the delicate fragrant yellow
flowers, not unlike lily of the valley, in
a circle of large striking spiky leaves.
Many gardeners however, believe
that winter is the beginning of
the gardening year, having already
planted out spring bulbs, wallflowers

The Old Coach House
Relax in this
beautiful 300
year old coach
house and stables
Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Jackie & Geoff Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398
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www.old-coach.co.uk

and pansies and spread the allimportant muck to improve the soil.
With tools cleaned and oiled, sheds
cleared out and order restored it’s
time to begin again. A time to plan
planting schemes, crop rotation and
to spend time leisurely scanning the
seed catalogues and dreaming of
bigger and better success.
Winter is also a time to look after
wildlife, particularly the birds, the
cost of putting out those extra nut
and seed feeders is repaid a thousand
times by the joy of watching the
antics of our feathered friends. Two
regular visitors, the nuthatches and
woodpeckers, have returned yet
again this year and have increased in
numbers.
The
most
vexing
natural
phenomenon this year has been of
course the weather, heavy rains and
flooding, strong winds, very cold
days followed by warmer than average
days, but without doubt top of the list
had to be the hail storms of October
27th. The icy stones were strong
enough to strip the leaves from the
sprouts and purple sprouting, and to
cut holes right through the leaves of
the geranium and strawberry plants
on the patio to leave what looked like
green confetti all over the ground.
There won’t be much happening
in the potting shed for a while, but
there may be a few interesting flower
arrangements being created in the
warmth of the kitchen!
MS

Why don’t you say exactly what you mean?
I am pleased to be
able to report that my
current £6 million per
annum contract with
the ‘Blowhole’ remains
unthreatened,
unlike
less fortunate mortals on
this planet, so I am able
to continue unabated
with my reflections
on some of the more
strikingly provocative
aspects of life in our
current existence.
I notice that the
official use of the
oxymoron, oh, go
on, you know, the
juxtaposition of two
apparently contradictory
terms (that’s what my
dictionary says, anyway),
is on the increase. My
husband claims that
the two most popular
examples are ‘military
intelligence’ and ‘fun
run’, but what does he
know? One example of
the said oxymoron that
appears increasingly and
worryingly frequently in
the area, right outside
my house, in fact, is
the blatant fib ‘Men At
Work’. OK. Let’s take
this step by step working
our way through the
concepts: firstly, men.
Popular belief would say
probably that this terms
refers to the adult human
male, or, quaintly, in the
very same dictionary, ‘a
member of a workforce’.
That sounds almost
frighteningly impressive:
‘workforce’, a word
redolent of power,
influence, making one
feel tempted to think
of a person actually
engaged in profitable

activity. Then we
have ‘at’: a sweet little
preposition, normally
associated
with
expressing a particular
state, location, maybe.
Finally,
‘work’:
goodness me, what are
we to make of that?
Work! The curse of
the drinking classes.
Work: ‘activity’, things
done’, ’the result of
action’. So, what do
we have here, then?
A statement claiming
that one or more adult
male members of the
human race are in a
particular
location
actually engaged in a
profitable activity. That
sounds like the way to
get the economy on its
feet. But, wait! I hear
you cry. What’s wrong
with that? Absolutely
nothing,
except,
and this is the tricky
bit, there’s nobody
there. Not a dicky
bird. No sound. No
movement. Are they
all invisible? Working
underground perhaps,
so as not to disturb us?
Perhaps some secret
government edict has
ruled that they are
all invisible, so as to
disturb us even less.
I was beginning to
believe that I might be
correct in my beliefs
when, this morning,
pretty late morning,
to be precise, not
crack of dawn stuff,
my illusions were
shattered. A lorry,
complete with a
workforce of two
arrived! I was relieved

AUNTIE ANN’S AGONY COLUMN

to see, when these titans
descended from their
transport, they were well
prepared for the dreaded
work, for, what did they
bear in their hands? You
have guessed the secret:
they bore no weapons,
neither did they bear
tools, for forsooth, in
their right hand they both
bore a vacuum flask and
in the left hand they bore
the magic lidded plastic
lunch box. You are quite
right: they had arrived
just in time for lunch.
So, possibly ’Men At
Lunch’ would be a more
accurate description of
what then took place.
But there is not a trace of
oxymoronic humour to
be found there.
However, this notice
ranks high in the annals
of
accuracy
when
compared to a recent
road sign erected in
Wales. Signs in Wales are
printed in both English
and Welsh. Swansea
Council’s sign said ’No
entry for heavy goods
vehicles.
Residential
site only.’ (That’s the
English bit.) The Welsh
section read ’Nid wyf
yn y swyddfa ar hyn o
bryd. Anfonwch unrhyw
waith i’w gyfiethu.’
(That’s the Welsh bit.)
That has driven the spell
checking facility wild,
too. Apparently, the
Welsh actually says, ‘I am
out of the office at the
moment. Please send any
work to be translated’. I
bet an oxymoron looks
extremely impressive in
Welsh.
AR

Dear Auntie Ann,
To my consternation I read that several
local authorities are forbidding the used
of any expression which might reek of
Latin, the language spoken by an obscure
group of Romans who conquered these
islands some centuries ago and forced a
measure of civilisation on the fairly savage
residents. Such banned expressions
include ad nauseam, eg, ad hoc and etc!
This is in order to help those whose English
is basic. Is this not patronising?
Yours Neil Desperandum
Dear Neil
‘Parturiunt montes, nascetur ridiculus mus,’
as some affected idiot remarked to me only
the other day, which is kind of posh speak
for, ‘That was a lot of fuss about nothing,
then wasn’t it? In the interests of being
patronising I should point out that the
phrase translates as ‘ The mountains give
birth and a ridiculous mouse is born’. Those
Romans certainly had an ear for the striking
phrase. What kind of mountain would give
birth to a mouse, anyway? It would have to
be a very large mouse. Enough.
Dear Auntie Ann,
I was quite disturbed the other morning
to wake up only to find that I was not livid
and raving about some idiotic action by
some overpaid politician. Is there a cure
for this worrying state of contentment?
Yours An overpaid politician
Dear O P
Please stop worrying. As you are an overpaid
politician, it would be entirely unacceptable
for you to be in any way sensitive to the
unbelievable horlicks you manage to make
of pretty well everything you manage to
get your sticky fingers into. I would say
that the smug feeling of self righteousness
at the hugely healthy state of your bank
balance would be more than enough to
compensate for the minimal anxiety you
might be experiencing at your inability to
react normally to your environment.
Contact our problem page for
advice on any problem that may
beset you. Auntie Ann will have an
answer ...
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Wildlife Focus by Mike Simmonds

OWLS

I regularly hear the screech
of owls around Boscastle –
there is obviously a healthy
population of Tawny Owls
that sit calling from trees
in the Jordan Valley.! It is
a noise that probably raises
mixed reactions in folk
– some are startled by the
strange noise, intrigued
by their whereabouts,
comforted by the fact that
they share our countryside,
possibly even frightened.
Their call defines the limits
of our daylight world
and reminds us that we
share this land – even our
gardens and buildings
with mysterious nocturnal
creatures. There is no
doubt though that these are
spectacular and beautiful
birds with incredible
hunting skills.
Folklore
Historically owls have
been
associated
with
mystery, darkness, fear,
death and evil – their bizarre
range of vocalisations being
completely
inhuman.
Markets in West Africa, to
this day, still sell owls for
use in magico-medecine
and this perhaps acts as
an insight into our own
past cultures. Remember
Macbeth’s witches ghastly
rant about their ‘hellbroth’? – ‘howlets wing’
is in the recipe along with
‘eye of newt, toe of frog’
and the rest!
Nowadays, of course,
there is a reversal in
perceptions. Superstitious
persecution has, since
Page 30 Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2008

the 1950’s, thankfully
disappeared (birds nailed
spread-eagled to barn
doors to ward off storms
wasn’t unusual!). Now we
talk of ‘wise like the owl’,
and have Brownie troupe
leaders affectionately called
a ‘Brown Owl’. Along with
the Puffin, owls attract a
huge amount of affection
and invade our everday
lives in all manner of forms
– childrens cuddly toys,
paintings, paperweights,
sculptures and textiles.
British species
The owls come under
the banner, in taxonomy,
of Strigiformes, and are
universally described with
several common features Birds of prey with mainly
nocturnal habits (although
a bird of prey they are
more closely related to the
nightjars and not the raptor
group); catch prey using
surprise attack; dense soft
plumage allowing noiseless
flight; excellent hearing and
vision; heads are large, eyes
face forward and sexes are
similar in looks.
There are 5 native species
in the UK:
The Barn Owl – Tyto
alba: There can be little
more mesmerising in the
bird world than seeing
the ghostly silent flight of
a barn owl perhaps in the
glare of car headlights as
one swoops across a hedge.
You don’t see them often
– there are just over 5000
pairs in Britain & Ireland,
but they are unmistakable.
Barn Owls have buff
coloured upper surfaces,

Barn Owl

white
under-parts,
a
distinctive white heartshaped face which works
in a similar way to our
outer ears - collecting and
directing sounds toward
the inner ears. Foraging
Barn Owls generally fly
buoyantly back and forth,
“quartering” areas of rough
grassland. Barn Owls make
a variety of shrieks, hisses
and snoring sounds, but
they don’t hoot. Although
Barn Owls sometimes nest
in hollow trees and may
hunt wide forest rides or
clearings, they are not
woodland birds, preferring
more open country. More
often than trees is the use
of ruins, church towers,
agricultural
buildings
and barns as nest sites.
Conservation groups also

go to great lengths to
provide additional sites
by erecting nest boxes.
Most reports by the public
are of birds seen whilst
driving. Although daylight
hunting does occur, dusk
and dawn are the main
peaks of activity. The most
frequently taken prey is the
field vole, usually forming
between 40% and 80%
of the diet. Other species
include the wood mouse,
common shrew and the
brown rat. Unusual cases
have been recorded where
individual Barn Owls
have taken considerable
numbers of frogs or small
birds in winter.
The breeding cycle starts
in late winter as mates pair
up. The female comes into
condition as her weight

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

OWLScontinued
gains and by spring a
clutch of about 5 eggs are
laid and incubated for a
month. Once hatched the
battle commences to hunt
enough food to keep them
all alive. Food supply is
affected by habitat quality,
prey density, the weather
and the experience and
behaviour of the individual
adult owls. Cannablism is
rare but can occur.
Tawny Owl – Strix aluco:
The tawny owl is an owl
the size of a pigeon. It has
a rounded body and head,
with a ring of dark feathers
around its face surrounding
the dark eyes. It is mainly
reddish brown above and
paler underneath. This
is the species we often
hear around Boscastle
and Tawny Owls are the
most common, the most
vocal, and also the most
nocturnal. The RSPB
number the breeding pairs
at 19,400 and are spread
across the whole of the
UK, except, curiously,
Ireland. Their calls “Hooo
Hu Huhuhuhooo” and
“kewick kewick” are very
familiar in Britain (Twit
twoo). They are slightly
bigger than Barn Owls and
vary in colour from dark

Tawny Owl

brown through to pale grey.
Tawny Owls are woodland
birds that have adapted
to live anywhere there are
trees: city parks, wooded
gardens, hedgerow trees,
farm copses and of course
dense woodland. In flight,
Tawny Owls generally go
directly to or from a tree
(rather than repeatedly
flying back and forth like
a Barn Owl). Their diets
include a wide range of
rodents, stoat, rabbit, bats
and birds to the size of
pigeon. Also fish, insects
and worms
They are famous for
their ferocious defence of
the nest and young. By
far the most notorious
incident was the attack of

wildlife photographer Eric
Hosking who ended up
losing an eye to a bird he
was working with in Wales
back in the 30’s
Little Owl – Athene
noctua: The Latin name
literally means ‘Athene by
night’. This owl had major
cultural significance in
the eastern Mediterranean
and was a symbol of
Pallas Athene – goddess
of wisdom. (Does anyone
remember the mechanical
brass little owl in those old
Sinbad Greek adventure
films?) This species was
introduced to Britain
in the 19th century and
controversially was blamed
for wreaking havoc amongst
hand-reared game on the
country’s shooting estates.
However later and very
detailed studies by the then
newly created British Trust
for Ornithology proved
through pellet analysis that
its diet was not as accused
and its bad reputation
diminished. It is found in
England and Wales with a
few in southern Scotland.
It likes lowland farmland
with hedges and copses,
parkland and orchards.

Most common in central,
southern and south eastern
England, and the Welsh
borders. Little Owls (like
Barn Owls) are birds of
open country but unlike
Barn Owls they always
hunt from a perch, typically
going directly from a fence
post to pick up a food item
and returning with their
distinctive
undulating
flight. Compared to Barn

Little Owl

or Tawny Owls, Little Owls
are very small - roughly
half the length, height and
wingspan - and very active
during daylight. They take
small mammals and birds,
beetles and worms. On
continued on page 33
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OWLScontinued

an overhead wire or fence
post a Little Owl appears
as a dark grey/brown
white-speckled
“blob”
about the size of two fists.
Their repetitive calls may
be heard at any time of
day or night and include
a plaintive “kiew, kiew”
and a “wherrow, wherrow”
reminiscent of a small dog
barking.
Long Eared Owl – Asio
otus: Long-eared Owls are
medium-sized birds up to
300g in weight with a body
length of up to 35cm and a
wing span of approximately
95cm. They are mottled
brown in colouration with
orange/black eyes and
prominent ‘ear tufts’ though
this feathering has nothing
to do with their sense of
hearing. As breeding birds,
they are thinly distributed
over much of the British
Isles though numbers are
augmented in autumn and
winter with migrants from
northerly climes. They
prefer coniferous forest but
will nest in any available
woodland. Wintering birds
may be spotted during
the day roosting in quite
exposed positions in leafless
trees or shrubs. Communal
roosting is commonplace
in mainland Europe. It
is estimated that there
are up to 5000 breeding
pairs of Long-eared Owls
in Britain and Ireland
but their activity pattern
is extremely nocturnal
and most unlikely to be
observed. The male’s call
is a very soft hoo, hoo, hoo,
hoo, repeated every few
seconds.
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Short eared owl – Asio
flammeus:
Although
similar in size to the Longeared Owl, Short-eared
Owls tend to be slightly
heavier with a slightly
longer winger span. They
are also mottled brown
Short Eared Owl

Long Eared Owl

in colour but have yellow
eyes and ‘ear tufts’ that are
much smaller and often
unapparent. Short-eared
Owls are both diurnal and
nocturnal (active during the
day and at night) and are
birds of open countryside,
hunting small mammals
in rough grassland and
frequently marshier habitat,
including reed beds and
wet upland areas. There
are estimated to be around
2000 breeding pairs in the
UK though migrants from
further north may winter
here increasing numbers
considerably. As a result,
and due to the species’
habit of daytime hunting
in open habitats, Shorteared Owls are much more
frequently
encountered
than Long-eared Owls.

Owl Conservation
The ideal habitat for owls
are clearly those where there
is good foraging ground,
as high and constant food
supply is vital.
Improved grass leys
and those regularly cut
are no good – it is the
rough grasslands that has
successive annual layers of
growth and grass thatch
building up that are best
for small mammals. There
are options in the new
ELS, OELS and HLS
stewardship schemes for
farmers wishing to manage
land to help barn owl
habitat.
Retention of buildings
– old barns and farm
buildings etc – has its
place too, particularly
as there are far less large

old trees standing that
provide natural hollows
and cavities. Though not
all barns are suitable nest
sites, they will at least be
roosting sites. Barns up
for conversion nowadays
need a barn owl survey
as part of the planning
application process and
owls do have protection
under the 1981 Wildlife &
Countryside Act – the sites
are not protected but wilful
disturbance is an offence.
Expert help can be sought
from English Nature about
any aspects of owls and
building works.
There is also a wealth of
information on the internet.
Try www.thebarnowltrust.
org.uk and www.hawkconservancy.org.uk
MS

CLOVELLY CLOTHING
The Bridge, Boscastle
tel: 01409 281 381

REGATTA WRANGLER
CRAGHOPPERS
FULL RANGE OF WATERPROOF/BREATHEABLE
CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR

The best of British Clothing
for the worst of British weather

We are Survivors!
For those born before 1940
We were born before
television, before penicillin,
polio shots, frozen foods,
plastic, contact lenses,
videos and the pill. We
were before, radar, credit
cards, split atoms, laser
beams and ballpoint pens;
before dishwashers, tumble
dryers, electric blankets,
air conditioners, drip-dry
clothes. ...and before man
walked on the moon.
We wound our watches
daily and had no calculators
other than the brain God
gave us, Computers were
science fiction, a chip was
a fried potato, hardware
meant nuts and bolts, and
software wasn’t a word.
We were before day care
centres, Chinese takeaways, pizzas and disposable
nappies. We never heard of
FM radio, artificial hearts,
word processors, yoghurt...
or young men wearing
earrings.
In our day, cigarette
smoking was fashionable,
“grass” was mown, “coke”
was kept in the coal house,
a “joint” was a piece of meat
you had on Sundays, and
“pot” was something you
cooked in. Rock music was a
grandmother’s lullaby, a gay
person was the life and soul
of the party, while “aids” just

meant help for the hard of
hearing.
We existed before houseshusbands, computer dating,
dual careers, and when a
“meaningful relationship”
meant getting along with
cousins, and “sheltered
accommodation” was where
you waited for the bus. For
us, “time-sharing” meant
togetherness,
fax
were
things we looked up in an
encyclopaedia, A “Big Mac”
was an oversized raincoat,
and crumpet we had for tea.
We got married first
and then lived together how quaint can you be? In
those days, “making out”
referred to how well you did
in your exams, “stud” was
something that fastened a
collar to a shirt, cleavage
was something the butcher
did, and “going all the way”
meant staying on a doubledecker bus to the depot.
We who were born before
1940 must be a hardy bunch
when you think of the way in
which the world has changed
and the adjustments we have
had to make. No wonder we
are so confused and there is
a Generation Gap today.
But, by the Grace of God...
We Have Survived!
Thanks to Lin Sleeman

Post Office Closures - Update
Although Post Offices
are shutting down all
over Cornwall, we will
retain Post Office services
in Boscastle. The Post
Office will transfer to the
Cornish Stores on Bridge
Walk, starting near the
end of February, 2009.
The present Post Office in
Dunn Street will remain
open until then.
Cornish Stores opening
hours will be:
Summer (March to end
September):
8.30am to 6pm every day
including weekends.
Winter (October to end
of February):
Monday: 8.30am-2pm
Tuesday: 8.30am-5pm
Wednesday closed
Thurs-Sunday: 8.30am5pm
Please note that the
Post Office service will
only be open until 12noon
on Saturday and will not
be available on Sundays.
Most
post
office
services will be available,
but car tax, postal orders,
travel money, travel money
card and travel insurance
will have to be ordered in
advance.

Inland letters/packets
are restricted to 6kg and
international post to 2kg.
There will be two
collections
per
day
for parcels and for the
recorded delivery service.
Some of the above
restrictions are under
discussion and may be
lifted.
Guy and Tracy Lane
De Courtin are intending
to run a Post Office
service for longer hours
than previously offered,
using a separate counter,
running alongside their
grocery business.
They hope locals are
reassured they will make
every effort to provide this
much needed service to
the community. Initially
their contract with the
Post Office is on a twelvemonth basis, and the
support of the community
is needed to ensure this
vital part of village life is
sustained into the future.
For further information:
call Guy & Tracy on
01840 250344 or
Subpostmaster David
Elliott at Camelford PO
01840 212614

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Boscastle & Crackington
Gig Club in Torrent,
powered home to their
second successive Great
River Race Trophy this
weekend. Over 300 rowing
boats of all shapes and sizes
entered this year’s race.
After capturing their
first win in the Cornish
Pilot Gig Class last year
the club were determined
to repeat the feat this year.
The team of Roger Marks,
Peter Feehan, Simon
Rogers, Nick Minns,
Wayne Janse Van Rensberg
and Jack Penfound, coxed
by Helen Cattran, carried
their obligatory passenger
Charlie Cox down the 22
mile course in a record
time of 2hrs 32mins 58
secs, beating their nearest
rival Bristol by 30 secs and
last year’s time by 4 mins.
Commenting on the
win, Peter Feehan said

“That was possibly the
hardest race I’ve ever been
in, we knew we could take
Bristol at the hour and
a half mark when they
decided to swap rowers so
we put on a quick dash and
overtook them. That was
the easy bit, then we had to
hold them off for the next
hour and they were not for
lying down! It was a great
performance by the whole
team”

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
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Photo by Nick Holmes coxswain for the day

We also entered a ladies
team for the first time.
Coxed by Nick Holmes,
it
included
Danielle
Beetles, Hazel Beetles,
Frances Hegarty, Sonya
Kinchington,
Lucilla
Spencer-Philips and Sue
Handford.
Rower Hazel Beetles gives us
her impressions of the race:
On the 12th September two
Boscastle & Crackington
Gig Club crews along with
Torrent & Rival, headed for
the big city to partake in the
Great River Race. The race
is open to crews of all ages
from U14s to Veterans, in
all manner of crafts that
can be traditionally rowed
or paddled. They must have
a minimum of 4 oars and
carry a cox and passenger.
This year there were 289
entries from all over the
U.K and as far afield as the
Netherlands. All descended
upon the Thames at Ham
ready for the starting canon
to fire. Quite a spectacular
site. How long it took the

crew to row with 4 oars
that looked like lengths of
4x4, I have no idea. The
race was staggered with
the slower boats starting
first. Rival, starting at no
236 was to be a ladies crew,
but ended as a mixed as
unfortunately Lucilla had
an injured shoulder. Thank
you to Canny (James) who
bravely joined us instead,
and to Gale from Pt. Isaac
Club who stepped in at the
last minute. Nick had the
task of coxing us ladies,
not always an easy task, but
wisely he brought along
a lot of chocolate to help
keep us in line.
The
course
took
us 22 miles along the
Thames from Richmond
to Greenwich. En route
we passed many famous
landmarks such as Fulham
F.C with match in progress,
the Houses of Parliament,
the London Eye, the Globe
Theatre, the Tower of
London and many more.
Seen from a ‘river’s eye’

view they seemed all the
more impressive. 28 bridges
were passed under, all very
different in structure and
all very grand in their
own special way, from
the almost delicate Albert
Bridge to the splendour of
Tower Bridge. It was all a
feast for the eyes.
We had all decided
not to bust a gut and just
enjoy the experience, so
rowed at a sustainable pace.
Inevitably we were passed
by several faster vessels,
the most memorable being
the Dragon Boats which
were mesmerising with the
rhythmical stroke of the
oars being governed by the
beat of a drum.
A race such as this isn’t
without a few incidents.
At one point a boat with a
propeller almost swamped
us, a competitive gig
rowed into our stern, an
oar scraped a bridge arch
and a buoy the size of a
car, alongside the H.M.S
Belfast, seemed to appear
out of nowhere at our
bow. Thankfully port oars
were raised in haste and a
collision was averted, after

all, the aim is to restore
Rival, not reduce her to
matchsticks.
The race ended at
the Poplar Rowing Club
opposite the Cutty Sark,
where mooring to a barge
against a fast flowing tide
was the most trying part
of the row. The rudder was
turned and oars dug in
deep, and needless to say
tempers got a little frayed
as during this process we
nearly hit a large stationary
boat. But once we had tied
up shipped oars and made
it to the bar it was all smiles.
All in all a brilliant weekend
I would recommend to
anyone who can handle an
oar. (www.greatriverrace.
co.uk)
Congratulations
to the men’s crew in
Torrent, and to their cox,
Zennor Bird, who came
in 1st in the Cornish Pilot
Gig category for the second
year running.
Finally, Hazel, Dani,
Fran and Sonya would like
to thank everyone who
sponsored them to row in
aid of The Rival Revival
Fund.

Fancy a Holiday in France?
❀❂❀❂❀❂❀

2 bedroomed appartment to rent
between Nice & Antibes, situated
on quiet village complex with views
across to the Bay of Antibes.
❀❂❀❂❀❂❀

Sleeps up to 6 people.
Prices from £300 per week.
Phone Jackie Horwell: 01840 250398

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

HB

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
Tel: 01840 250412
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room
email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Ruth and Alan Watson wish you Season’s Greetings

Prestige
Wedding
Photography
Call 01840 230008
for an informal
discussion

www.prestigeweddingphotography.co.uk
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News from school
Probably the most exciting piece of
news is that we have had a wedding
......... in Class 1! (Age 4-7) As part
of their Religious Education work
the younger children have been
learning about Christian ceremonies.
Mrs Mead thought that rather than
invite Father Rob to come in and talk
to the children, it would be much
better to go to the church and act it
out! All very low key you might think
... not when you add in posh frocks,
best men, bridesmaids, mother and
father of the bride and groom,(all
from Class 1), flowers, invitations,
the whole school as the congregation
and a wedding breakfast and party
to celebrate!! Many thanks to Father
Rob and all of our staff for making
Class 1’s day so special – it is a day I
am sure they will remember!
We are all studying the sea as our
project this term. Class 2’s work has
been based around Pirates, and they
have been very interested in reading
about the modern day ‘pirates’ in the
news! Class 3 are following Pete Goss
and the Voyage of the Mystery. We
are now very familiar with latitude
and longitude and are plotting his
progress on our big world map. We
have also worked at Widemouth Bay
with Dr Joanne Henley to study
‘beach habitats’. We were amazed

Bottreaux Filling Station
Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily
Wide range of groceries
Gluten free products stocked
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Off Licence

Open: Monday - Friday
8am-6pm
Saturday - 9am-5pm
Sunday - 9am-1pm
Support your local shop
~tel 01840 250108
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at how many different species
we found – it was useful having
an expert on hand to help with
identification!
As always we laid a wreath at
the war memorial in November,
and, like last year, rather than
attend the service on the Sunday
I took Classes 2 and 3 to the
memorial after our 2 minute
silence on Armistice Day. This gave
us the opportunity to talk about
why this day is so important and
enabled the children see how the
whole village pays their respects.
As always the children were very
interested and moved by the visit
and I have included two of their
poems for you to read.
Finally
you
may
have
noticed the latest ‘must have’
environmentally friendly bag being
toted in large numbers around the
village! We now have our very own
jute bag with our school logo on
one side and Ben Nicholls’ prize
winning design on the other. The
bags are fantastic and at only £4 a
real bargain! If you would like to
purchase one (or 2 or 3!) please
drop in to school, we would be
delighted to see you.
With best wishes for a Happy
Christmas and peaceful New Year
Sarah Duffy and Children and
Staff at School.

We Will Carry On
We will carry on
Through the treacherous days and nights.
We will carry on
In the trenches, waiting
We will carry on
Having fun with our mates, playing cards
We will carry on
Even though we are injured and angry
We will carry on
Fighting for our country and our lives
You must carry on
After we are dead.
Sadie Reeve

My Brave Grandad
He was my brave Grandad
Not just a plain old soldier.
He was my brave Grandad
Not just one of ‘them lot’
He was my brave Grandad
Not just a man
working in the Royal Artillery
He was my brave Grandad
Not just a soldier
Guarding the Crown Jewels
He was my brave Grandad
Not just an unlucky man
That got shot dead
He was my brave Grandad
A lost piece of the jigsaw
But ...
He’s my hero
My Brave Grandad.
Georgia Reed

Pop-In

The Pop-In is open every
Monday morning from
9.30 am - 11 am
Call in to the Boscastle
Community Centre
for a cup of tea or coffee, a
chat,
to meet friends old
and new and to
catch up on news.
Everyone is welcome ~
the more the merrier!

Jalah, Reception

The Wedding of Mr Jamie
Littlejons and Miss Lily Bright was
at Forrabury Church on Thursday
20th November at 10am.
The best men where Aaron and
Josh who brote the rings. The
bridmayds where Lucy and Katie
R.
The Mother and Farther where
Taren and Katie M.
The Farther of the bride walked the
bride down the aisle.
The photographers where Maisie
and Lauren. They took photos
inside the church.
The gussts where class 2 and 3.
The recerpshon was at Boscastle
Primary School in class 1. The
gussts had lots of fun eating and
dancing.
Katie Mead (Year 2)

The names wur Lily and Jamie. The
Brid had wit flaws.
We had fod at the rseshn. We had cac
we had samjis.
The pepll tacin the pichuos wur Maisie
and Lorn.

Maddie Bird (Year 1)

The reception wos ing class 1.
I wor my best clos. I wos a gest.
The Bride wos Lily and Groom wos
Jamie. Lily wr a white dres.
Hannah Stollery (Year 1)

The wedding of Mr Jamie Littlejohns
and Miss Lily Bright was at Forrabury
Church on the 20th of November.
There were two bridsmads colde Lucy
and katie reeve and two best men colde
Josh and Aaron.
arfter the wedding evrewon had a speshl
lunch and we all danced

Olivia, Reception

Lesnewth Official Rain Station
Rainfall totals:		 2007
September
October
November

44.6 mm
84.3mm
142.5 mm

September did finally give us some
dry sunny and warmer day’s, The most
rainfall was on the 4th when 30.7mm
fell.
October saw us back in the wet,
wet, wet situation, only 4 days with
out rain this month. The most rainfall
in one day was on the 4th when
38.8mm fell. No, I have not made a

2008
114.8 mm
202 mm
132.2 mm

Come Along and Enjoy a Free Session with us at
Boscastle Village Hall

mistake, it was on the 4 the same as
September.
November commenced with some
sunny days, soon to be followed by
November, grey skies and often quite
chilly. The most rainfall in one day
was on the 9th when 29.3mm was
recorded. There were 8 days with rain
during the month.
th

Activities include Music & Movement ~ Dance ~ Water &
Sand Play ~ Wildlife Walks ~ Clay Modelling ~ Planting ~
Woodwork ~ Story Time ~ Painting … and lots more.
We are open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
for ages 2-5, 9.30am - 12noon
On Wednesdays for ages 3-5, 9.30am – 12noon also Baby,
Toddlers & Parents Group, 10am-12noon.
The Lunch Club is available every day from 12noon - 1pm.
For Further Information Please Contact:
Playgroup Supervisor: Lyn Lockyear 250673
Toddler Supervisor: Emma Miller 212591
Chairperson Nikki Collings 250218
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Correspondence
Dear Editors

Reading the last edition
of the Blowhole and
reflecting on dear Moira’s
last paragraph which truly
spoke of Ron’s life.
May I add that Ron
realised that to achieve a
life of fullness the time
spent on himself would be
wasted.
Nicky Nicholls

Dear Editor

My congratulations to all
those involved in bringing
about the Gala Concert
and Food Festival.
The Concert was an
outstanding
success:
an evening of non-stop
entertainment
enjoyed
by
everyone.
Johnny
Cowling’s natural humour
was hilarious - not to be
missed! A real fun evening
- and all for a good cause.
Walking around the
Food Festival at the
weekend, I was impressed
with the high standard
of Crafts & Local food
produce, the cookery
demonstrations by Top
Chefs and altogether the
smooth running of the
whole Festival.
The Festival promotes

Boscastle in a unique
way, bringing people
into the village at a time
when all other businesses
are beginning to wind
down. Let us look at the
wider picture and forget
grumbles about loss of
business, inconvenience,
noise etc and be proud of
our village and especially
of those who are willing to
give up so much of their
time, not only to organise
a Festival of such a high
standard but also to raise so
much money for so many
deserving causes including
our own village school.
This can only bring
prosperity and goodwill to
Boscastle at a time when
we need it most.
Trixie Webster.

Dear Editor

I had the honour and
privilege of serving as a
parish councillor on the
Forrabury and Minster
parish council until the
last election. During this
time the council dealt with
many matters some of
them with a contentious
content for example the
flood alleviation scheme,
regeneration with the
car park and gateway

JIGSAW HAIR STUDIO
52 HIGH STREET, DELABOLE

FULLY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED STYLISTS
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING
Opening Hours

GENT’S EVENING TUESDAYS

Tue 9am - late

LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS

Wed 9am - 5pm

MANICURE & PEDICURE BY APPOINTMENT

Thur 9am - 8pm
Fri

9am - 5pm

Sat

9am - 5pm

ST TROPEZ TAN RETAIL OUTLET
FOR AN APPOINTMENT TEL: 01840 213764
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centre and ongoing work
with south west water to
give just a few examples.
Despite there being a
variety of deeply held views
and opinions, all discussion
both in council and outside
council were held in a
courteous manner where
individual viewpoints were
respected and considered.
Also great care was taken
to ensure that councillors
could not be seen to have
conflict of interests. It was
at times suggested that
councillors were erring on
the side of caution by not
taking part in discussion or
by leaving the room even
when their declared interest
was remote and tenuous.
The rule of thumb which
was applied was ‘if in doubt
then declare an interest
and take the appropriate
action’.
Listening
to
conversations and reports
circulating the community
I feel that it is a great
shame that at present this
high standard of debate
and behaviour seems not
to have been maintained.
In the last few months
there have been a number
of resignations of people
who have given freely of

their time, knowledge and
other resources apparently
because of aggressive verbal
abuse which is bordering
on verbal bullying and has
resulted in them feeling
threatened. As a community
in this very special area
can we afford to lose the
knowledge and resource
these people bring simply
because the thoughts of
one parish council may not
entirely coincide with the
desires of a neighbouring
parish? Surely we need
to listen to one another,
respect our differences
and work together so the
beauty and the ‘specialness’
of this entire area is
maintained while allowing
the developments required
for modern living and
legislation to go ahead.
Finally I would like to
thank all those who have
worked so hard and given
so freely of their time,
on behalf of the whole
community, over the last
few years for all their efforts
which have helped ensure
that this area has been
regenerated and resources
in such a sympathetic
manner.

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

Yours
Michael Parsons

Correspondence
Dear Editors
After Parish Councillor
George Findlay’s recent
letters to the local Press
denigrating the ‘recent
newcomers’ to the village,
I felt I had to write in our
defence. I have lived in
Boscastle for seven years
and I was saddened that Mr
Findlay chose to demean
himself and the lovely
people of Boscastle with
his divisive comments.

After the flood in
2004 it was the ‘relative
newcomers, along with
local villagers, who worked
in the Coastguard, Fire
Brigade & First Responder
teams to get the village back
on track. It is the relative
newcomers,
alongside
local villagers, who run
the B&Bs and businesses
which our visitors love and
which keeps the village
alive. It is the relative
newcomers,
alongside
local villagers, who attend
our schools; work in our
doctors’ surgery; run the
Post Office and Parish
Church, the local grocery
store, and who sit on our
Parish Council. Indeed
Councillor Findlay (himself
a Devonian) showed great
strength of character and
community spirit helping
others during the flood
so it bewilders me that he
could now publicly come
out with such views.
I have always felt very
welcome in this village and
was especially grateful for
all the help and support
we received from villagers
last year when we opened
our temporary ‘Boscastle
Trading Company’ selling

locally produced artworks
in the shop left vacant
by The National Trust. I
know Councillor Findlay’s
view is not typical of the
people of Boscastle but I
feel his remarks cannot go
unchallenged.
Like
many
other
newcomers I chose to live
in Boscastle because it is
a beautiful magical place
and it is worth more than
these types of comments
suggest. Please think before
choosing to damage the
reputation of this special
place again.
Kerriann Godwin

As the Blowhole is a quarterly
publication, we gave George
the opportunity to respond to
Kerriann’s letter:

Dear Blowhole
I am sorry to read that
Kerriann Godwin read
into my letters to the
press things I did not say
about newcomers. I agree
with her Boscastle has a
large number of recent
newcomers who do sterling
work in & for the village.

Let me stress that we
need newcomers & I have
often said that our village
would die without them.
I try to see them as good
friends of mine, sometimes
we do not see eye to eye
but usually we agree to
disagree. As for my place of
birth & upbringing it may
have been on Devonian
slate but definitely at a
Boscastle address.
George Findlay

Please note that it is the
policy of the Blowhole
Editorial Team not to
print anonymous letters.

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320
MYRTLE COTTAGE
Fore Street, Boscastle,
PL35 0AX

B&B, Meals and Tea Garden

01840 250245

Rooms with tea, coffee, tv, central heating ~ £29.50 pppn

wireless internet access available

Open daily for Cream teas & breakfasts.
Wednesday: Curry night; Sunday nights: Roast beef.
Booking essential for evening meals.
For any other night phone 01840 250245 to arrange menu.
Seating for up to 12, buffets up to 20. Bring your own drinks.

website: http://myrtlecottage-boscastle.info

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted
Feel free to call in and browse our wide selection
of frames including designer ranges

H. VENNING
- MASON -

For Professional and Quality Work
• RENOVATIONS •EXTENSIONS
•PLASTERING • STONEWORK
• ROOFING

Lundy House, Boscastle
TEL: 01840 250113
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Classical Concert at the Chapel

All those fortunate
enough to have attended
the concert given by three
extremely gifted musicians
on the evenings of October
11th and 12th at the
Methodist chapel, will be
well aware of how privileged
they were to hear such rare
talents in a local setting
so close to home. Under
normal
circumstances
one would have to travel
a considerable distance to
have access to such high
performance
standards.
On these two particular
evenings the village was
treated to a demonstration
of superb skills from
pianist, Mariken Zandvliet,
violinist, Hannah Laurens,
and cellist, Sebastiaan
Halsema. The first part
of the evening we heard
Hannah,
accompanied
by Mariken, play on
her violin, which dated
from 1740, a programme
from Beethoven, Wilms,
Shostakovich,Tschaikovsky
and
Wienawski.
In
the second part of the
evening, Sebastiaan, also
accompanied by Mariken,
offered us on his cello a
selection from Boccherini,
Debussy, Schumann and
Fauré. The repertoire was
one which offered both
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variety to the listener and a
challenge to the performer,
with some familiar and
some less familiar pieces.
As a venue, the Methodist
chapel is indisputably one
with excellent acoustics,
offering accommodation
for a substantial audience.
It was a little disappointing,
therefore, that despite the
excellence of the venue
and the programme, the
audience figures narrowly
missed the target of 80
per evening. Nonetheless,
we must be grateful to
Raymund Rogers who
went to considerable
lengths to organise such an
outstanding programme
with such exceptional
performers. One can
only hope that a slightly
disappointing attendance
will not discourage anyone,
including Raymund, from
venturing on such a brave
venture in the future, as
there is no doubt that all
those who attended, -and
some attended on both
evenings,thoroughly
appreciated the quality of
the experience. Advertising
for any kind of event can be
an expensive process, and
word of mouth for such
significant local events can
be extremely helpful. AR

I would like to start my
piece this time by wishing
all readers a very Happy
Christmas and peaceful and
healthy New Year. I find it
hard to believe that this is
the last time I shall do this
as your North Cornwall
District Councillor; this is
because the Council will
cease to exist on the 31st
March 2009, and on the
1st April we shall have the
new Cornwall Council in
place.
I know many people
did not support the idea
of a new council, but it is
definitely going to happen
so I feel I must make it
work as best as I possibly
can. I hope we can make
it as good at providing
services as North Cornwall
has been, and in time even
better! We now have a new
chief executive in place
who is already coming out
to visit the Districts, and
making every effort to get
to know Cornwall better,
which can only be good.

We are working hard
to try and make sure that
residents do not actually
notice the change over to
the new council in many
ways, that all the services
that you currently get
continue without hitches.
There will be a new phone
number for enquiries, and
it will be an 0300 number,
which has been set aside
for the public sector. It
will have the same cost as a
local number, and be much
cheaper from mobiles than
before. The new number
will be advertised widely
before the change over, and
even if you forget and ring
one of the old numbers it
will divert you to the new
one!
I have felt very privileged
to have represented you on
North Cornwall District,
and have also had much
pleasure
in
working
together with the Parishes
to try and make this a better
place to live and work, for
those of us who live here
and for those who visit.
Janey Comber
01840 230497
jcomber@cornwall.gov.uk

Relieve stress & tension with a
back/body Swedish massage.
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic
massage with soothing
essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

LYNNE KELLY
St Gennys & Local areas

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 07751 508800

Postie‘s Borneo Adventure
This September Marie,
my girlfriend, and I spent
2 weeks on a wildlife
expedition in Borneo, the
home of the Orang-utan.
Borneo is the third largest
island in the world and is
split into two, one half is
belongs to Indonesia and
the half we visited belongs
to Malaysia. Borneo and
its wildlife are very much
under threat from the palm
oil industry. Throughout
our tour we saw endless
mile upon mile of these
palm oil plantations.
We had chosen to visit
Borneo so we could see the
Orang-utan in its natural
rainforest
environment
before it is all gone. We
toured the northern part
of the island, the state of
Sabah. The weather was
very hot and humid and we
also experienced some very
impressive heavy tropical
showers. The people of
Borneo were fantastic,
friendly, happy and always
willing to help.
The first 2 days were
spent in Kota Kinabalu
relaxing in 5 star luxury,
getting over the 14 hour
flight. We ventured out
to mingle with the locals
whenever we could and also

to have some very cheap
and tasty meals out at the
local restaurants. Alcohol
was expensive, but with the
heat it wasn’t a good idea to
drink too much alcohol, so
we drank mainly water.
Our first stop on our
expedition was the Mount
Kinabalu National Park
to explore the jungles and
see the wide variety of flora
and fauna. We also visited
Poring hot springs, an
area of developed by the
Japanese during WWII to
capture the sulphuric water
from the mountain to bathe
in. Yes, we did have a dip,

strung up in the canopy of
the jungle, 45 metres high
and 175 meters long. Not
for those who don’t like
heights!
We then boarded a boat
for the journey to small
and idyllic island paradise,
called Libaran Island. We
had to travel through a
series of mangrove water
ways to get to the sea and
on route we had a close
encounter with a crocodile.
Our guide tried to get the
boat so close to a crocodile
that when it took off we
were sure it was going to
jump in the boat!

Darius on the treetop canopy walk

but not in the really hot
bit. Whilst there, we went
along a treetop canopy
walkway: a series of ropes,
ladders and boards was

From Libaran Island we
enjoyed more mangrove
river cruises where we
spotted countless longtailed macaque monkeys
and we also saw the famous
Proboscis monkeys.
We visited a nearby island
to do some snorkelling. The
various tropical fish and
coral are fascinating and
the island was like a real
paradise island. This area
of Borneo is very close to
the Philippines and, until
quite recently, has been had
a problem with pirates. We
wouldn’t have been allowed
to visit this area then, but
the security has been upped
and now it is safe.
We stayed overnight at
Selingan Island, a nature
reserve for the Green and
Hawksbill turtle. We had
a opportunity to swim and
continued on page 42

Valency Bed & Breakfast

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

We are delighted to have been awarded
Four Diamonds and a prestigious Silver Award
in our recent Inspection.
Excellent location. Parking.
Three double rooms. S/C Studio.
John & Denise Tillinghast
Valency, Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0HF
Telephone: 01840 250397 Mobile: 07891067746
E- Mail: tillinghast@btinternet.com
Website www.valencybandb.com
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Postie‘s Borneo Adventure
sunbathe whilst waiting
for the sun to go down
and it was then that we
spotted a baby turtle
swimming around. It was
around 8:30pm when
we were called to watch
a green turtle laying her
eggs. This was such a great
experience.
The newly laid eggs are
collected and then reburied
in a hatchery where they are
kept safe from predators,
which include the monitor
lizard. The newly hatched
turtle are collected from
the hatchery and released
into the sea.
Turtles come virtually
every night to lay their eggs
but we were only allowed
to view one. But we were
told that 18 came that
night and that 2000 babies
were released. It’s sad to
know that only 2% survive
to reach adulthood. We got
up at 5:30am the next day
to try and catch the turtles
returning to the sea but
we weren’t lucky enough.
However, we could see
plenty of tracks made by
the turtles as they dragged

continued

themselves up the beach to
lay their eggs.
Next we went back to
the mainland to Kinabatan
River to stay at the Sakau
river lodge. On our way
we visited the Gomantong
caves. This is a series of
huge caves where the nest
of the swifts are harvested
for the Chinese delicacy of
birds nest soup. The cave
was also home to millions
of bats and tonnes of bat
droppings, which made
for a rather interesting
smell. The walkways were
slippery underfoot due
to the droppings and you
couldn’t use the handrails,
and then combine that with
the millions of cockroaches
you did not want to put
your hands anywhere.
There were also scorpions
and poisonous centipedes
within the caves so you
didn’t want to put a foot
wrong and find yourself
covered in all manner of
stuff.
On our walk back from
the caves we were constantly
on the look out for Orangutans as there was plenty

of evidence that they were
around and we could see
the nests that they make.
We were rewarded as we
had rare glimpse of a young
male Orang-utan watching
us. They are naturally shy
animals, so it was great to
see an Orang-utan in the
wild.
We stayed 2 nights at
Sakau and went on several
river crusies where we
saw long and short-tailed
macaques and also more of
the proboscis monkeys. We
spotted 2 diferent types of
kingfisher, egrets, and also
got very close to a green pit
viper (see pic below).

During our first cruise
we were told to expect a
surprise and after travelling
for ages up the river we were
rewarded with the sight of
a herd of the rare pygmy
elephant. These hadn’t
been seen for 2 months so
we were very lucky.

We were taken into the
jungle for a trip called the
Leech walk. Despite the
heat, we dressed from head
to toe and made sure we
were all tucked in so that
whatever creepy crawlies
we met couldn’t find any
skin to dine on. I was very
surprised at the size of the
leeches, they were quite
small but extremely fast.
After the stories we had
heard about how some
people found them attached
to various parts of their
bodies we were not keen
to get too close. Our guide
found one on his bum, I
had one climbing up the
outside of my trousers and
a fellow tourist from New
Zealand found one in his
pocket! They seem to love
anywhere on the body that
was warm and sweaty.
During this trip we
also spotted the fantastic
rhinoceros hornbill; how
our guides spotted some of
the wildlife was amazing.
We sometimes couldn’t
even see some things even
when it was in front of our
faces. It was struggle even
to spot a giant monitor
lizard that was lying on a

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111
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pygmy elephant

Postie‘s Borneo Adventure
tree branch - though in our
defence it was getting dark.
This was the best time of
day to view the monkeys
and other animals, as they
would come to the waters
edge so predators could
only approach from one
way. We also had a very
distant view of a Gibbon
lounging in a tree. It was
difficult to tell if it was a
gibbon as it looked just like
a man in the tree.

continued

wary of strangers. It was so
great to watch the orangutans swinging through
the trees and feeding on
the platforms with the
keepers. The success of the
centre was measured by
how many Orang-utans
would return to the feeding
stations. If none returned
then that meant that they
were finding their own
food. We saw 7 that day.

We couldn’t
spend as long as
we would have
liked here as we
had a flight to
catch to take us
back to Kota
Kinabalu. There
we stayed at
another 5 star
hotel
Monitor lizard lying in a tree branch
Throughout
From Sakau we were our tour the standard of
taken to the famous accommodation can only
Sepilok
Orang-utan be described as basic but
sanctuary. This is home to comfortable. It added to
several orang-utans who the whole experience, but
were being rehabilitated it was nice to be able to
so they could return to the have a proper wash as we
wild. Here they were not were pretty grubby after
so shy, but they were still our trip.

Boscastle Pottery

long tailed macaque monkey

The hotel it had its
own wildlife reserve so
we had another chance
to watch some young
Orang-utans in the
jungle. And we also had
a very special meeting
with Milo a 6 month
old orphaned Gibbon.
He was so sweet and
cute with his nappy
on but he was starting
to find out how to use
his very sharp teeth and
fingernails.
We knew this would
be a once in lifetime
holiday and we had
saved up and waited 12
months for it. We had
such a fantastic time
that we are determined
to save up and return
sometime soon.

Milo, an orphaned gibbon

Darius (Postie)

Est: 1962

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs

As winter approaches so
the locals brave the wet
and windy evenings to
take part in the pool,
darts and snooker leagues.
But this year, for the first
time since the Men’s Club
started in 1922, there
won’t be a billiards team
from Boscastle playing in
the Camelford & District
billiards league as Dave
Ferrett and Mike Burnard
have decided to call it a
day. They have been part if
a very successful team for
many years, but as interest
has dwindled, not only in
Boscastle but throughout
the area, Dave and Mike,
who have been playing for
52 and 43 years respectively,
are calling time on their
billiards careers. Dave has
decided to resume playing
snooker for the Boscastle
‘A’ team whilst Mike is
enjoying the more gentle

sport of Short Mat Bowls
for the Boscastle Club.
The ‘Boscastle boys’
scooped a majority of the
awards at the Tintagel
Cricket Club end of season
dinner and presentation
evening. Aaron Washer,
Martin Seldon, Matthew
Pethick, Sam Abbott and
Jason Seldon all picked up
trophies for their efforts
during a rain-affected
season.
Julian
Findlay’s
energetic dancing skills
have been spotted by the
people who manufacture
‘Seven Seas Joint Oil’. He
has been approached about
doing the ‘Seven Seas Twist’
on their latest television
advert.
Things in the Boscastle
‘B’ snooker team are
hotting-up in the quest for
most wins as Robin Haddy,
Roger Perry and Stephen
Wickett are vying for the
top spot. The other day
Roger lost ground on the
other two as he opted to
go to a Girls Aloud concert

Napoleon Inn
01840 250204
Lunchtime and evening meals served
daily 12 – 2pm & 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Christmas party menu ~ Please phone for details
Christmas Day open 11am - 2pm for drinks

New Year’s Eve ~ Fancy Dress
James Bond There, Music by Jarka
Everyone at the Napoleon wishes you a Very
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year
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rather than play snooker.
The other two regular
members, Anthony Brewer
and Gavin Jones are yet to
open their account.
Boscastle AFC 1st team
are currently going through
a period of change with
joint managers Stephen Key
and Graham Heal trying to
build a team for the future.
The team is at present lying
in a mid-table position with
the result of the season so
far, being when the team
had a deserved victory over
(the runaway leaders and
previously unbeaten) St
Cleer, by a single goal at the
beginning of November.
Promotion is probably out
of the question this season
unless they can string
together a long unbeaten
run and take points off
all the teams above them
along the way.
The second team, under
the leadership of Guy Lane
de Courtin, are propping
up the rest of the league
after a poor run of results
have seen them only win
one of their eight matches
played. Their only victory
recorded was during Guy’s
absence when his wife Tracy
was left in charge and she
unexpectedly led the team
to a much needed 3 points.
Tracy’s
heroics
made
headlines in the local press
with the news eventually
filtering to the national
papers with a small column
being found in the Sun
newspaper. Maybe if she
can work a bit more magic
and lead the team to a few
more victories, next time
Tracy might make page 3!

In darts, the two ladies
teams from the Napoleon
and the Cobweb are in
a comfortable mid-table
position, so it will be
interesting to see who will
be the ‘Top Dog’ come
the end of the season. The
Cobweb’s men’s team have
had a very poor start to
the season but hopefully
Captain John Washer
can rally his team to an
improvement in the second
half of the season.
After a good day
socialising at Stephen
Jose’s 30th birthday party,
Pete Burnard could only
manage half the journey
home before he stopped for
a nap in the Rocky Valley
bus shelter. After eventually
getting home, he then
locked the door leaving
his brother, Ian (who
returned home in the early
hours after playing rugby
at Crediton) to spend the
night in the porch.
In the next edition:
How Anthony Biscombe
managed to lock himself
out of his own house.
How Anthony Brewer is
progressing as he prepares
for his role as the king in
the pantomime.
How
veteran
gig
rowerHazel has stopped
the badgers digging up her
back garden.
Why Keiron Kehoe
is worried Spurs will
spend next season in the
Championship after their
poor start to the season.
And why Trevor Seldon
said he is thinking of buying
his wife Vanessa a Sat-Nav
for Christmas because she
never seems to know the
way home!

Pete’s
Peeps at
the Past
24 December 1863
Illuminating The
Church At Christmas
In the remoter parts of
Cornwall it was customary
to illuminate church towers
with candles, but on the
coast they didn’t burn too
long. This custom was still
observed at Zennor church
up until 1883.
18 March 1864
Emigration From The
Delabole District
There is a great emigration
going on amongst the
labouring classes from
the area of Delabole Slate
Works, after a Cornishman
home from U.S.A. brought
stories of success & wonder
that played on the minds of
the people & large numbers
are thinking of emigrating
& about 20 families are on
their way to Liverpool for
that purpose.
29 April 1864
A Family Of Gypsies
Seven gypsies – Robert
Smalls, Rodes Smalls, Mary
Jane Smalls, Jane Gentle
Smalls, Cinderella Smalls,
Rosela Smalls, Eliza Smalls
& an infant were taken
before Rev. U. Tonkin of
Hayle & each committed
to Bodmin for 21 days
hard labour, for sleeping in
tents.
25 November 1864
Wreck At Newquay
During a terrific gale, the
schooner “Heroine” from
Milford for Devoran, laden
with culm, was seen 3 miles

off shore with sails split,
topsail yard carried away.
The rock apparatus & the
lifeboat were made ready,
but with flags for guidance
the crew ran her ashore on
the bar near Newquay pier.
They didn’t understand
the rocket fired over them
& the lifeboat was used to
save the master & crew (5
men). Only one man was
injured and they all soon
received kind treatment.
5 January 1866
Rum & Salt Water
The barque “Juliet” of
Greenock sailing from
Demerara to London,
laden with rum & sugar,
was seen off Padstow in a
S.W. gale & she brought
up at Pentire Head. At 10
p.m. she went to pieces
& a large part of her
cargo was washed ashore
at Polzeath Bay. About
280 casks of rum out of
400 has been recovered
but none of the sugar. A
man William Ham of
St. Austell working at
Wadebridge went to the
wreck & drank so much
rum, he died from the
effects. At least 100 casks
of overproof rum were
stove against the rocks
& the spirits mingled
with the salt water in
the hollows, have been
scooped out, and a great
deal of drunkenness has
been the result.

5 December 1872
The First Public
Elementary School
St. Austell has the honour
of opening the first school
erected in England by a
school board under the
provisions of the Education
Act of 1870. Erected at
Mount Charles there are
separated rooms for boys
and girls and a class room
attached to each. It will
accommodate 375 children
at a cost of £945.
[Since 1833, Government
aid towards the building of
schools by the Church of
England had increased, but
there were still areas with no
schools.]
12 October 1874
Wages £8 A Year
Wanted, a strong, active
girl, as Kitchenmaid; wages
£8 a year. Apply, stating age
and with references, to the
Medical
Superintendent,
Cornwall Asylum, Bodmin.
26 April 1875
When Newquay Had
Two Hotels
Not many thatched cottages
are now to be seen in
Newquay, which has become
a fashionable watering-place.

From 50 to 60 hoses are
furnished and let to visitors
in the summer. There are
sand beaches, east and west,
a mile in length; many large
and weird caverns become
accessible at half-tide, and
rock, sea and landscape
charm the eye in turn. For
the casual visitors there are
two hotels and the town
is now about to undergo
a complete system of deep
drainage, to be followed
by hopefully a good water
supply. The population,
including lodgers, is 1,600
whilst the deaths for the
year 1874 were only 16 – 4
deaths from typhoid fever
and 12 from other causes,
thus showing a death-rate
of ten in the thousand.
10 December 1875
A Cornish Captain For
The Diamond Fields
Capt. Francis Oats, late of
Botallack mine, St. Just, has
obtained the appointment
of Colonial Government
Mining Engineer to the
Diamond Fields, West S.
Africa. The appointment
is worth about £600 per
year, with expenses paid,
with £1,000 if paying them
himself.

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist
Harbourmaster
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MP Dan Rogerson writes:
November has been an
eventful month in the
Rogerson family, as Heidi
gave birth to our third
child, Elowen Ruby Rose.
Her big brothers, Jago and
Mawgan are very proud
and excited, and Heidi is
naturally exhausted, so
I’ve been taking some time
to spend as much time
with them as possible. I’ll
return to Westminster on
8th December.
Meanwhile, I was
delighted to be invited to
open the flood defence
scheme in Boscastle during
October. I was, however,
very angry that a matter of
weeks later, I was having
to talk to people who’d
been flooded by surface
water. I have spoken
to
the
Environment
Agency and to Cornwall
County Council, who
have pledged to redouble
their efforts to see off the
surface water threat. Local
residents will quite rightly
feel that following last
year’s incident, they made

suggestions that weren’t
followed up. It is really vital
that both central and local
government now listens to
what people in the village
and the surrounding area
are saying, and get the
drains in order.
Feelings are running
high on the future of
sewage treatment on the
North Coast. I’ve made
it clear that it wouldn’t
be fair of me to start
pronouncing on exactly
where that should go, since
it’s clearly for councillors
to work with residents
to agree a solution with
South West Water. I am,
however, putting pressure
on the company at every
stage to deliver the highest
level of sewage treatment
for everyone in the
constituency. Since we pay
the highest prices in the
country, that’s the least we
deserve.
I will report back again
next year but for now, I
hope you have an excellent
Christmas break. As ever, if
there is anything I can do,
or that you want to bring
to my attention, please do
get in touch.
Dan Rogerson MP
Church Stile, Market St
Launceston, PL15 8AT
01566 777123

H. VENNING
- MASON -

For Professional and Quality Work
• RENOVATIONS •EXTENSIONS
•PLASTERING • STONEWORK
• ROOFING

Lundy House, Boscastle
TEL: 01840 250113
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HarbourMaster’s
News
Well by the end
of November,
for most of the
pleasure
and
fishing
boats
working out of
Boscastle, the season is
over. The smaller boats
are out of the water and
safely laid up in yards
and gardens away from
the great groundswells
and raging storms to
come. Our harbour is
difficult all year through
and positively treacherous
in the worst months
- the winter months.
Little happens and less is
expected.
As I write this article I
can hear the surf rolling
in on Pentargon and the
only vapour trails I see are
in the sky and are those
of planes heading west to
better climes.
I have a letter from
the government fisheries
office telling me that we
can increase catches of
cod, sprats and sole but
of course it means little
or nothing here in our
port. Carillion have a job
or two to do and have
rented part of the harbour
green The rent will pay
for some new ladders but
otherwise things are very
quiet. I hope they can
repair the capping stones
on the outer mole before
the next ocean ravage. I
have to say every year I am
amazed at the resilience
of the inner harbour wall
built all those centuries
ago.

This is a time to work
on repairing equipment
reflecting on the season
gone and starting to think
of next year. Most of the
regular harbour users have
other jobs and interests to
pursue. For myself there
is the blend of trying to
manage our little farm
here at Trebiffen and my
own law firm . Struggling
with bovine tuberculosis,
together with the effects
of the recession makes for
a challenging time for the
new age crofter.
I try to think of an
amusing tale this year: I
remember a government
immigration officer came
to see me in my official
capacity back in July or
August asking that I advise
of anything suspicious and
which may be of interest
to his department. I could
not think of anything - No
boats in from West Africa
that I could remember but then one of the fishing
boys did tell me that he
saw a rib (rigid inflatable
boat ) come in at about 5
am one morning with two
crew on board. One man
jumped out with a black
bag and said he had some
rubbish to put in a refuse
bin only to be met by a
fast car and speed away !
God bless Boscastle
Chris Key Harbourmaster

Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Boscastle Post Office
Tel: 01840 250259
Monday: 8.30am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs: 9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Friday
9am - 12.30pm
Saturday
9am - 12.00 noon
FREE Cash machine for Lloyds TSB, Co-op,
Barclays, Alliance & Leicester, Nationwide
and many others

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Calls on alternate Thursdays

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
email clerk:

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108
Opening hours

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm,
Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-1pm

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday, 9am -4pm

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall:
Bookings:
Pay phone:		

01840 250558
01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall County Council:

01872 322000

North Cornwall District Council: 01208 893333
Environment Agency:
South West Water:

0800 807 060
0800 169 1144

Highways:

01872 222000

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999
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COASTGUARDS’ REPORT

Boscastle AFC
The photographs below of Boscastle
Amateur Football Club’s 1st & 2nd
teams with their managers were
both taken by David Flower and
are reproduced here by his kind
permission.
The photo of the 1st team, (top),
was taken in driving rain at Boscastle
on Saturday November 8th.
The photo of the 2nd team was
taken just before the match against
Grampound also at Boscastle, on
Saturday October 25th 2008

from the left: N Jones, G King, B Mills, T Partrick, S Roberts, D Roots, L Siford,
M Smith, T Little, D Willimas, F Hegarty, A Williams. photo courtesy Hoopix Ltd

Hello Readers
Only two callouts
since the last report.

well.17:15hrs search
called off returned to
Station 17:24hrs.
In Attendance
8/10/08 18:53hrs
Call from Falmoth by L.Siford, D.Roots,
landline to Les Siford: G.King, T.Partrick,
D.Williams,
possible missing
A.Williams, T.Little,
person or person
S.Roberts, F.Hegarty.
cut off by the tide at
Training continues
Tintagel Castle area.
through the winter
Two search teams
were deployed on the months indoors at
Mark Smith’s barn
cliffs, searches from
Castle beach north to where there is plenty
of space to lay out all
Castle Hotel
Nothing was found or the equipment and it is
dry. We had a training
heard.
weekend on the 22nd &
20:44 returned to
Station. In Attendance 23rd of November. The
Saturday was spent on
L.Siford, D.Roots,
the cliffs at Bossiney
G.King, T.Partrick,
and on the Sunday at
D.Williams,
the Barn because of the
A.Williams.
weather. The training
24/10/08 16:53hrs
was led by Shamus
Falmouth group
McCaffery who is
paged Boscastle:
sector manager from
missing Girl 11yrs
North Devon. At the
Bossiney S/O on
moment we have no
scene first with two
Sector Manager since
other members of
Frank Jones has retired.
Boscastle SAR Team a
Until the next
hasty search deployed
time take care on our
on the cliff before
coastline
the Mobile arrived,
Les Siford Station
girl found safe &
Officer Boscastle
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Boscastle AFC 1st XI Duchy League One Team 2008 - 2009
Back Row: Sharon Pethick (Secretary), Steve Kay(Joint Manager),
Aarron Washer, Nev Turner, Luke Dingle, Martin Heal, Richard
Pethick, Jason Rash and Geoff Uglow; Front Row: Graham Heal
(Joint Manager), James Cowling, Sam Abbott, Darren Hambley,
Johnny Brewer, Rob Heal and Robin Haddy (Captain)

Boscastle AFC 2nd Team Duchy League Division 4 2008-2009
Back Row: Tracy Lane De Courtin(Physio), George Dainty, Jason
Seldon, Jordon Burnard, Damian Williams, Scott Thompson(Captain),
Guy Lane De Courtin (Manager); Front Row: Joel Anderson,
Joel Oliver, Neythen Woolford, Simon Morse,
Toby Beresford-Power, Matthew Pethick,

