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WANTED

Writers, contributors,
publishers, chasers,
helpers! Please contact
the Blowhole for more
information.
Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material
submitted for publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Joan Cork,
Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda. Your name could be added to the list if you wish to join us!

The next Blowhole will be published in September.
The deadline for copy will be advertised closer to the date.

Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.To subscribe please either email
boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole
For advertising queries, please contact Heather Colne on 01840 250639
or email blowhole.advertising@hotmail.co.uk
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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All didn’t go exactly to plan when the New Road was blocked by a rather large dustcart
attempting to make a right turn out of Forrabury Hill, resulting in the vehicle being
jammed on the slope!

Juliotter Garden Club

Cornwall Scouts

All meetings take place at Otterham Village Hall at
7.30pm except outings to nurseries and the Summer
Barbecue.
June 26th: Summer Barbecue, members and families
only
July 24th: Trevor Wiltshire ~ Wisley Rock Garden.
August 28th : 7:00 pm. Visit to Illand Nursery
September 25th: Nicola Morris ~ Gardening for
Butterflies.
October 23rd: Mike Stephens ~ Flowering Plants for
October/November

Cornwall
Scouts
are
interested in opening up
a new Scout group for
the Boscastle area. They
held an open night at the
Community Centre where
over 60 young people
showed an interest in
Scouting. The Scouts have
received a grant from the
Freemasons and wish to
use the money in this area.
Salli Bartlett, Deputy
County Commissioner, says
“We also have some willing
community members who
will volunteer and run the
sections, however we have

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

not been able to acquire a
venue within the village of
Boscastle”.
She wrote to the Parish
Council, “On behalf of
the parents and Cornwall
Scouts, we would like the
Parish council to engage
with the organisers of
the village hall or the
community centre to
provide Thursday evenings
from 5pm - 9pm every term
to enable a youth provision
in the community.
“Tintagel school have
been very supportive in
allowing us to use their
facilities on a Tuesday to run
Cubs, however we would
like to provide Beavers and
Scouts in Boscastle. Some
of the parents who came
forward will not be able to
assist if it is taken out of
the village and in turn their
youngsters will not be able
to attend.”
Cornwall Scouts looked
into using the Methodist
Chapel, however there was
a problem with insurance,
meaning the Scouts could
not use the buildings on
health and safety grounds.
At the time of printing the
group have hired Trevalga
Hall as a temporary
measure, but would prefer a
larger premises in Boscastle.
The Parish Council hope
suitable premises can be
located.

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk
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Boscastle Festival 2012
Over the years the
Boscastle
Food,
Arts
and Crafts Festival has
been raising money for
local organisations and I
thought this would be a
good opportunity to tell
you the amount of money
that has gone back into the
local organisations over the
last 4 years.
2008 £ 7,700
2009 £ 3,200
2010 £ 8,000
2011 £ 5.800
The organisations in the
village that have benefited
from this money over the
years are:Boscastle
Primary
School, Boscastle Play
School, Boscastle First
Responders,
Boscastle
Coast Watch, Boscastle
and Crackington Gig
club, Tintagel Cricket
club, Boscastle Art Club,
Boscastle WI., Boscastle
WRVS.
Boscastle
Methodist Church and
Forrabury and Minster
Churches. Plus the Village
and Community hall have
been hired out for both
days over the years.
Other things that have
been paid for by the festival

over the years are the two
large village Christmas trees
and the lights and small
Christmas tree holders in
the bottom of the village.
This year sees a lot of
the village organisations
and clubs mentioned
above doing most of the
organising, and to try and
get more people from the
village to come along we
are allowing village people
to buy a two day pass for
the price of one!. This must
be purchased in advance.
Details to follow and we
hope that you will support
the festival which in turn
supports all the above.
The Thursday evening
preparations are going
well. This year sees two or
three Cornish choirs on the
Sunday evening, Look out
for details of both evenings
in the future when all the
details have been finalised.
If anyone would like
any more details please feel
free to contact me:
Chris Searle 01840 250225
or the Festival Chairman:
Mike Parsons 01840
250625
CS

TINTAGEL ORPHEUS
MALE VOICE CHOIR
SUMMER CONCERTS
Sunday 15th July:
Tregadillett United Church, 7pm.
Clifford Jenkin Memorial Concert,
with Launceston Male Voice Choir
In aid of Tregadillett United Church
& South Petherwin Methodist Church.
(tickets available from choir members, or from
Terry Jones on 01566 86251)

Thursday 19th July:

Tintagel Social Hall, 8pm.
One of the Choir’s regular series of
five Summer Prom Concerts
(there will be two more of these events on August
2nd and August 16th)
Sunday 12th August:
Boscastle Harbour, 2pm.
An outdoor event in aid of the RNLI
Thursday 30th August:
Camelford Methodist Church, 7.30pm.
Tintagel Orpheus Male Voice Choir is always
open to new members, at any level of ability.
Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at the Methodist
Church Schoolroom in Tintagel, 7.15 – 9.30pm.
Please call Bob Metters on 01840 213736 for
further information,
or visit www.tintagelmalevoicechoir.org.uk
(Registered Charity No. 1125934)
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Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

01840 250047
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Devon

01626 337596

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

Cultural Olypiad Event
Live Pacific
Islands
Music
at Livewire,
The 17 island nations
of Oceania are rich with
Saltash
untapped music resources.
Oceania has a tradition
7pm Friday,
of meeting in a battle of
th
dance, colour and song.
27
July
‘Sing Sing’ (a tok pidgin
Pictured above are Sophie Edwards, Sylvia Erdmann
from Castle Goff and Lauren Maisie Miller
Last year the Blowhole to give the money they
reported that enterprising raised to this local charity.
girls, Sophie Edwards and The girls are now venturing
Lauren Maisie Miller had into another business,
been baking and selling running errands, shopping
cakes and biscuits to raise locally for anyone who
money. The girls would needs help, washing cars
like to let everyone know anything useful really and
what they did with their will donate the money they
earn to another charity.
hard earned money.
I wish them lots of
For her 7th birthday in
CE
March this year, Sophie luck!
was delighted to have a
kitten from the Castle
Goff, Cat Rescue Centre in
Lanteglos. Castle Goff have
over 50 cats and kittens,
some can be re-homed but
others cannot. The Centre
relies on donations to help
them keep going. Sophie
and Lauren Maisie decided

word from Papua New
Guinea meaning a large
musical
gathering,
a
celebration in song and
dance) honours the peoples
and songlines of Oceania,
and takes audiences on
an exhilarating journey
through the landscape
and texture of both urban
and grassroots village
life.
Traditional
and
contemporary
musical
forms are blended, from
downbeat acoustic soul to
tear-jerking ballads, with
slit-log drumming, choral
vocals and sublime world
fusion grooves.
At this event, Wantok
Musik will present some
of the finest musicians
from the Pacific who are
in the UK to perform at
the cultural Olympic event
‘River of Music’.

Tickets £9 in advance
or £10 on the door

“Music is what we all
share. It’s our history, our
lore, it’s our future, our
education. This is how it
is for all cultures, and it’s
through music that we
hear, share and learn these
things. Music can and
has crossed every cultural
barrier imaginable and will
continued to do so. There
may be different sounds,
different beats, different
instruments, but we are
singing the same things, we
are talking with a common
language – with one talk.”
For more information or to
book tickets, contact:
Simon Swale.
Email: simon@
commonplaces.co.uk
Phone: 07870682605
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SUPPER CABARET

that I was still part of their
number. David Lamond,
Roger Nicholls, David
Pinn, Marianne Privett and
Clare Kingsbury treated us
to some beautiful ballads
that were cleverly put
together into small scenes.

blonde wigs and sunglasses!
“Triplets” performed by
David Lamond, David Pinn
and Myrna Lester made me
think it was probably better
to be an only child.
It was also a delight to
once again see Mary Baum

needed doing. The food
was
accompanied
by
copious amounts of wine
or soft drinks from the bar
which was run by Peter
Chisholm Taylor who was
sadly unable to sing as
he was recovering from a
recent bout of pneumonia.
And
so
to
the
entertainment. For me it
was lovely to see the old
familiar faces and I wished

Humour was introduced
by Roger Toy, perfect as
“Master of the House” from
Les Miserables.
Myrna
Lester and Marianne
Privett convinced us all that
“It’s so much nicer in Nice”
Though I am not sure what
Nice would make of the

with her clever sketch and
recitation both of which
were written by herself
and to hear the beautiful,
powerful voice of Clare
Kingsbury, who not only
sang several solos but also
joined the ensemble in
some of the ballads. Last,

My recent holiday in
Boscastle was timed so
that I could enjoy some
beautiful spring sunshine in
Cornwall and to be able to
attend the Supper Cabaret.
Well, I did not get the first
as it was cold, wet and
windy for most of my stay
with only the occasional
glimpse of the sun, but my
second objective did not
disappoint.
Sadly the Pickwicks
are no longer to be found
presiding
over
their
antique shop in The Mill
but I am sure the whole
village are delighted that
they have continued their
links to Boscastle and have
once again produced this
fantastic evening of good
food and entertainment.
This year, over the two
nights, the magnificent
sum of £1,000 was raised
which has been shared
equally between Boscastle
and Trevalga Village Halls.
On both evenings the
capacity audience enjoyed
an excellent cold buffet
followed by a selection
of delicious puddings all
organized by the usual
team of hard working
ladies, Angela Pethick, Val
Gill, Joan Kinsman and

Sandy Darlison; I must
also mention Jane Castling
who made the tables look
so attractive and Gloria
Quinlan who turned her
hand to anything that

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Kernow Properties in Camelford market properties both
for rental and sale in the Boscastle area. With our local
knowledge and all the latest internet sales connections we
are your best bet for getting your property viewed by both
local and national buyers and prospective tenants.
We give personal service and are available at any time
during working hours to visit you and give help and
information free of charge.
Contact Mark, Jane, Angie or Irene on 01840 212938
e-mail camelford@kernowproperties.co.uk
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Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties

SUPPER CABARET

The Disappointment of Marshgate WI
I’ll tell you a story of courage and daring
Of limbs that were stout and hearts not despairing,
Of ladies who hoped for a health-giving sortie,
But settled perforce for a warm indoor party.
In Marshgate June flowers were open and bright
The hedges were green and the birds were in flight.
The health-conscious girls of the WI
Were set for a ramble to keep themselves spry.
At two they would gather, then take to the track,
And walk for some miles before rambling back.
But the sky it was black and the road like a river,
And flurries of wind made them huddle and shiver.
’Twas plain that their outing would end in disaster,
With water-logged footwear and illness hereafter.
Perhaps every one would go down with a cold,
Bronchitis, pneumonia, flu - or just mould.
They hovered in doubt, eyeing up the horizon.
The president said (well, she’d just had her hair done),
“Oh nuts to fresh air; we’ll sneak into the Weir:
They do smashing cream teas and the turning’s just
here.

Above: Ben & Roger, Left: the Cast

copyright photos courtesy David Flower

but by no means least, the
finale saw Ben Nicholls in
the title role along with
the cast sing a medley of
numbers from Oliver.
He truly is “following in
father’s footsteps.” None of
the entertainment would
have been possible without
the support of Jo Naylor
– a true professional on the

piano who this year had
the help of Lucy Nicholls
to turn the pages at just the
right moment.
So, thank you David
for all the hard work that is
necessary to produce such
an enjoyable show. Should
I book another holiday
next year? I hope so.
Daphne Rogers

Let’s leave healthy walking to those with a brolly;
A nice cup of tea and a chat would be jolly.”
Sometimes in this life sacrifices are made,
And changes must happen to plans that were laid.
So the ladies of Marshgate all sighed with regret,
Shed coats, shoes and scarves and got out of the wet.
Then charming young waiters with aprons and smiles
Brought them steaming hot cuppas and goodies in
piles.
Then weep for these ladies, who went unrewarded,
By downpours their outdoor intentions were thwarted.
Their plans for fresh air they were forced to remake
To the taking of tea and the eating of cake.

Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing
aromatherapy/holistic massage with
soothing essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 230933
Mobile: 07751 508800
St Gennys & Local areas

LYNNE KELLY
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The Lady of the Loch

To have admiration and
respect for a fellow human
is understandable, but
to have admiration and
respect for a bird might beg
the question – how sad is
that??
From mid March until
late July or early August the
Scottish Wildlife Trust has
a webcam focused on an
osprey’s nest and for several
years I have logged on to
their Loch of Lowes’ website
to watch an amazing bird
– Lady, an osprey or fish
eagle. Every year, for the
past 23 years, this female
osprey, recognisable from
her distinctive irises and
plumage, has returned to
her Loch of Lowes nest
site, a migration of more
than a month. She has
braved the 3000 miles from
West Africa, flying over the
vast fish-free Sahara desert
and immense stretches
of thermal-less oceans to
reach her nest, 60 foot high
in a Scots pine on the shore
of Loch of Lowes, near
Dunkeld, Perthshire.
The SWT team believe

Lady to be in her midtwenties and to date she
has produced a staggering
total of 62 eggs, of which
48 have fledged. This is an
amazing feat, when most
ospreys are recorded as
living for only 10 to 15 years
and produce a maximum
of 20 eggs in a life time.
She is the oldest recorded
breeding osprey and this
raptor - with tearing beak
and fierce-some talons - is
the gentlest of mothers.
She shelters first the eggs
and then fledglings with
her body, stoically sitting
on the exposed nest in
driving rain, scorching sun
and battering winds.
The SWT team have
come to recognise the
various fathers of Lady’s
progeny.
Unfortunately
her mate of 2011 has not
reappeared at the loch this
year. They are convinced
that he has not survived,
since his instinct would
have ensured his return
to the site. Her 2012
mate is a young osprey,
whose behaviour, in the

beginning, demonstrated
that he was new to the
incubating and feeding of
his offspring. In the main,
he has shouldered his
responsibilities and, with a
little vocal encouragement
from his new wife, learned
to bring a regular supply of
trout and pike to her and
his fledgling. There have
been several ‘dog fights’ in
the sky above the nest, when
he has seen off other osprey,
buzzards; and predatory
crows, all of which may
view the fledgling as a tasty
meal. If another bird has
the temerity to land on the
nest the ospreys, with wings
out-stretched,
‘mantle’
over the eggs or fledglings,
voicing their disapproval.
Both parents are constantly

on the lookout for danger.
Lady has had occasion
to put her mate ‘in his
place’. One time, when
Lady returned from a
period of flying exercise,
she had to tweak his tail
feathers when he would not
relinquish the incubating
duties - a case of ‘get off
my eggs!!’ Once the baby
bird has battled its way
out of the egg, Lady shows
an astonishing gentleness.
She totters around the nest
with lethal talons curled
inwards, so that no harm
comes to the baby. The
power of her talons can be
seen as she tears the flesh of
the catch into small pieces.
She then bestows it gently,
as though with a kiss, to
her voracious offspring.

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
St Teath
PL33 9ES
Phone:

01840 211786

Mobile:

07921 637055

Website: www.mutscuts.co.uk
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The Lady of the Loch

It is astounding to
watch her devotion and
dedication to her progenies’
survival and may be the
reason for Lady’s national
and international renown.
If proof were needed of
her popularity, in 2010
she was the topic in a
national newspaper, when
it appeared that she was
mortally ill. The SWT web
page could not cope with
the thousands of people
logging on to the internet,
so anxious were they to
follow her progress. As she
appeared to be fading, her
concerned mate brought
his catch to her in an
attempt to feed her. She
was so ill, however, that
she went without food
or drink for several days.
Osprey lovers, the world
over, held their breath and
then heaved a sigh of relief
when she recovered! Lady’s
illness was a mystery that
was never resolved.
You may wonder why

this bird would risk flying
the dangerous route from
West Africa to this quiet
haven in Scotland, but that
is just what Loch of Lowes
is – a haven. A quiet site,
free from pollution, few
predators, weather never
extreme at that time of
year (usually!), a plentiful
supply of fish and the
SWT team on watch day
and night to ensure the
protection of Lady and her
offspring (from man that
is!) – what more could an
osprey ask for? Lady has
helped establish ospreys in
Perthshire, when they were
on the brink of extinction.
Every March her fans wait
with bated breath for her
return and I, for one, feel
thrilled when I see she
has made it once again.
What an extraordinary
bird, what an example of
maternal devotion –am I
sad or what! Well I am one
amongst thousand!
GQ.

Camelford Country Dance:
Every Thursday Night at St John’s

Ambulance Hall, Camelford, 7.30 - 9.30 pm

Cost: £1 including, tea and biscuits
Contact Barbara Perry: 01840 212655

PA R T R I C
A N and
T
S
I
T R DAN ROOTS K
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area
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Fundraising Fun at The Nap

Pictured above are just some of the wig wearers:
Jen Green, Mandy Washer, Beccy Dallow, Mark Wade Smith, Tamsin Boyde, Lee Lockyear, Odette Rigby-Jones (the
winner of best wig competition), Sharon Muffett (landlady), Louise Brakes & Josh Lowen.
It was a fabulous evening being held at the same enjoy. Thank you to Funky
On March 31st staff &
customers at the Napoleon of fun, music & cocktails time & our posters being Acoustica, The Longdogs,
Inn Boscastle enjoyed a and over £300 was raised constantly taken down The Mordues, Toucan
our BIG RED WHITE Dance & The Boscastle
Mad March Hair night. for the cause.
BLUE
CHARTY Buoys for keeping us all
Everyone came in amazing
A BIG THANK YOU &
wigs to help raise money for to all who supported the JUBILEE PARTY was a entertained.
the My New Hair Charity. evening...you really are fantastic success. So much
Thank you to everyone
support
from
locals
&
The charity helps to train GREAT!!!
who made & donated
holiday makers. There were some fabulous food for the
hairdressers in dealing with
Jubilee Party
many stalls & plenty of fun kids tea party, and to ‘Cats
clients who have lost their
What
a
FANTASTIC
DAY!!
activities for kids.
hair through illness. They
Eyes’ entertainment for the
The
weather
could
not
have
are taught how to style
The bands played some bouncy castle, coconut shy,
wigs to suit each individual been more perfect for our Big great music in the garden sweet stand & ice cream
client & the charity also Red White & Blue Jubilee which, judging by the big van, we couldn’t have made
helps with the cost of wigs. Party. Despite other events smiles, everyone seemed to it such a successful day

Napoleon Inn

Boscastle
Tel; 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk
facebook search; nap natterings
A delightful 16th century pub full of character

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or restaurant, or
outside in our large garden or terrace
All food prepared on the premises by our Head Chef & her team
using local produce wherever possible.
Booking is advisable

Come & try our

Takeaway also available

Live Music Every Friday Night & in the garden on
Wednesdays through the summer
Themed Cocktail Nights on the last Friday of every
month with prizes for the best costume.
For more details on events please see our web site.

A warm & friendly welcome awaits you
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Wella Book
Keeping Solutions








For all bookkeeping requirements
Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
Year end accounts
VAT returns & filing
Self assessment tax returns & filing
PAYE and payroll
New business start up assistance

Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering
Regulations 2007

Fundraising Fun at The Nap

young partygoers were delighted by the spread of food
copyright photo courtesy David Flower
without you all. Thanks
also to all our suppliers & The Royal British Legion
local businesses who kindly
And Finally, Ron,
donated food for the BBQ Sharon & Julie would like
& prizes for our raffle. & to to say a personal THANK
everyone else who provided YOU to the members of
things for the raffle & staff who worked tirelessly
tombola, your generosity on the day. You went above
was overwhelming.
& beyond & really did the
A special mention to Nap proud...well done to
Odette Rigby-Jones & you all.
BD
Mandy Washer who were
amazing, baking, putting
up posters, gathering
donations & generally
helping to make this a day
to remember.
A grand sum of £730
was raised & split between
two worthy charities,
Cornwall Air Ambulance &

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Edna Edwards and Pearl Fearnley enjoy the day

Pop In
to the
Community Centre
on
Monday Mornings
between
10am and 12 noon
Everyone welcome

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade
cakes, scones
and pastries, a
large range of
breads, crisps
& handmade
cookies, takeaway teas,
coffee, drinking
chocolate
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205

Fresh Crab and Lobster landed daily in Port Isaac from our
own boat ‘Mary D’ and delivered straight to our shop at the
top of the hill. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich,
boxed to take home or even alive.
We also have a seasonal selection of Cornish Day Boat fish,
mussels, oysters, smoked fish, coffee, cakes & lots more.

Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3SB

01208 880849
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk
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Green Witchcraft?

had a plan B. We set off for
Warwick where we knew
there was a dealer who
had purchased 12 Mega
used vans from a finance
company.
After several phone
calls the dealer eventually
agreed to meet us and let
us look at the vans. They all
looked lovely at first glance
but parts were missing
from under the bonnet.
Someone had nicked the
batteries and charger units
from most of the vans and
there were lots of loose
plugs and sockets rattling
around.
Zara in her Ferrari
One of the vans
popular in London and big auction the following week.  
cities, many of which now drawback was that the however looked more or
have free charging stations. auction was in Manchester! less complete. Andy looked
Eventually I stumbled across I spoke to Andy (from the at the mechanics, I took a
Aixam, a French company Old Forge Gallery) and he look at the electrics and it
that make cute looking agreed to accompany me on seemed like it was the best
miniature trucks. Whilst our Lancastrian adventure. of the bunch. I decided to
designed for use in cities, Peter Buchanan agreed to take a gamble and purchase
their petite dimensions let us use one of his (yes, the van as a non-runner.
seemed well suited to the he has several) big trailers Soon my new acquisition
North Cornwall road and Mike Parsons lent us was on Peter’s trailer and
conditions. What’s more his beefy Toyota truck to heading for its new home.
there was a second-hand tow it. We set out at 4am It had been a very long day
Aixam Mega van in an and arrived at British Car but a proper boys-own style
adventure.
Auctions in plenty of time
Over the next few
to check out the Mega van.
days
Andy and I removed
It was tiny and very cute but
6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle
had a broken windscreen the 12 sealed lead acid
THE HOME OF
and several knocks and batteries and charged
BOSCASTLE PASTIES
bumps. We set ourselves them individually on
ONLY MADE HERE, ONLY BAKED HERE
an upper limit for the van battery chargers borrowed
ONLY SOLD HERE
taking into account the from around the village.
auction fees and that vat Surprisingly they seemed
Good Quality Homecooked Food
would add a considerable to hold a charge and it
Reasonable Prices
was not long before they
amount to the bid price.
all served with a Smile
were back in the truck.
Andy did the bidding
Licensed for the Sale Of
We tentatively turned
and stopped at the agreed
WINE, BEER and CIDER
the ignition key and the
limit – others continued to
Open 7 Days a Week
dashboard sprang into life
bid and the van eventually
- the digital display showed
BREAKFAST SERVED FROM 8 ‘ish’
sold for a lot more than I
that the van had only done
Bookings Welcome
could afford.
1000 miles! We moved
01840 250501
But never mind - we

That’s a good idea, I thought
as I watched Zara Templar
drive her Ferrari down
the harbour. Zara, the 4
year old granddaughter of
Peter Templar, was setting
a very good example of
green living by using her
zero emissions miniature
electric car in which to to
whizz around.
I have always liked the
idea of ‘going green’ and
owning an electric vehicle
and now that the price of a
tank full of diesel is getting
on for £100 it seemed a good
time to start investigating
further. I started looking
at old electric milk floats
but they are difficult to
find and some of them are
surprisingly large – not ideal
for Cornish lanes! Also it
seems that most milk floats
are not very good at hills
- again quite a problem in
Boscastle. So I continued
my search online. It seems
that there are several
inexpensive, electric microcars manufactured and
they are becoming very

Sails Café & Terrace
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Green Witchcraft?

the gear lever forward and
depressed the accelerator
pedal and silently, rather
spookily, the van moved!
Later, we pressed the
‘lift’ button and the tipper
back lifted revealing a
hidden tool box in which
we found a hand litter
picker. There was also a
Heathrow sign on the
door: our little electric
truck must have been used
to clean an airport. It was
so clean underneath that
we wondered if it had been
used inside the terminal
and had never been on the
open road.
Further investigations
found that the internal
battery charger was not
working properly - I had
to recall my old trade as an
electronics technician, and
replace a couple of burntout resistors. Soon the
charger fans were purring
and the dash ‘fuel gauge’
was filling up as if by
magic.

‘How far will it go?’
everyone was asking. The
manufacturer’s brochure
says that with good batteries
and ‘on the flat’ the van
will go for 50 miles on an
8 to 10 hour charge but I
reckon you would have to
halve that on our Cornish
hills. The average life of a
set of batteries is around
3 to 4 years and, although
my 2009 truck has very low
mileage, the batteries have
been left uncharged for a
long time and consequently
will need replacing soon.
Today I have driven the
van to Bude so I know that
it will do 15 miles on its
old batteries if driven very
carefully, and Tintagel and
back is no problem.
How fast is it? Well it’s
not fast at all! With a good
wind behind it, it should
get up to 30mph but up
hill 10 - 20mph seems
about top whack. So please
accept my apologies if you
get behind me on my way

home up the hill - I’m
going as fast as I can!
The best news is that
the vehicle costs very little
to run, no petrol or diesel,
no road tax, no MOT. It is
ideal for pottering around

the village, nipping into
Tintagel or Camelford – I
am really enjoying driving
it! It even has an eco
number plate HF 09 EKO
Of course Zara Templar
and myself are not the first
people to drive electric
vehicles
in
Boscastle
– many years ago David
Turner owned an electric
car and I am told that he
drove it to Scotland for
charity. Maybe a Blowhole
reader has a photo?
Many
thanks
to
everyone who has helped
with this project especially
Andy & Helen, Peter
Bucannon, Mike Parsons,
Aixam UK and Kerriann
for putting up with my
nutty ideas!
Graham
The Museum of
Witchcraft
Editor’s note: on my way to work in
Bude the other day I met Graham going
up the Cobweb Hill; the cheery paintwork on the van lifted my spirits and he
kindly pulled over at Hillsborough to let
me pass.

NORTH CORNWALL
MUSEUM AND GALLERY
The Clease • Camelford • Cornwall • PL32 9PL

Tel. 01840 212954

manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

2 July - 17 August
Snail’s Progress
Engravings and Pastels
by Brian Hanscomb RE
Pottery by John Webb

20 August - 29 September
Cornish Buildings and Trees
Paintings and Prints
by Bridget Holden
Pottery by Svend Bayer
The Gallery and Museum are open Monday Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 2 April- 30 September
(Wheelchair access to Museum only)
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Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster Parish
Council meet in the Village Hall on
the second Thursday of each month
at 7pm. Members of the public are
invited to attend and may address the
Council during the first ten minutes
of the meeting.
A copy of the agenda is displayed on
the Parish Council notice boards and
website prior to all meetings. Minutes
of previous meetings are displayed once
they are approved by the Council.

Diamond Jubilee
What a stroke of fortune, with the
weather, just perfect for the beacon
and fireworks.
Firstly due to last minute
technicalities the beacon location had
to be moved from the stitches, this
was beyond the control of the Parish
Council and the land owner.
However the beacon and
following fireworks did exceed
expectations and those attending
thoroughly enjoyed the display. A
great deal of thanks must go to those
who set off the fireworks, organised
and choreographed by Matt Payne
with help from Fred Hockin, Steve

many thanks to Myrna Lester for photo of Jubilee Fireworks

Coom and Graham Ferrett, for us all
to watch; while they were engulfed in
smoke and unable to see the result of
their efforts.

National Trust
t Boscastle
Information Centre
Shop and Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR

March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Accommodation information & booking service
Photo copying/internet access/WiFi
local attraction information,
walking maps & guides
Wide range of books, gifts and refreshments

Tel: 01840 250010
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Page 14 Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2012

Forrabury & Minster Parish
Council
are
purchasing
a
commemorative bench to mark the
occasion of the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee. Initial thoughts are to site
it in the War Memorial garden: if
you have other ideas please contact
a councillor.
War Memorial garden
The Councillors have been busy in
the War Memorial garden over the
past few months and have cleared
away much of the overgrown shrubs
and trees. Just as it was beginning to
look under control the retaining wall
at the back of the garden collapsed
following a period of heavy rain,
The Council are going to have this
rebuilt.
Adrian Prescott – Parish Clerk

Please note the email for the Parish
Council has changed as is now:
forminpc@gmail.com

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

On Sunday 29th April before a
congregation of two hundred people
at the Church of St. Winwaloe,
Poundstock, I was commissioned as a
Local Worship Leader by the Venerable
Audrey Elkington, Archdeacon of
Bodmin. At the ensuing celebration
of Holy Communion I had the
honour of being one of the chalice
ministers; chalices which incidentally
were made and given by our own
pottery here in Boscastle.
The journey for me began back
in 2011 as I embarked on a training
course for “would be” lay worship
leaders, a course that I completed at
the end of January 2012. In all the
course comprised eight sessions each

NEATE
FEET

of two hours duration and was held
locally within the Stratton Deanery.
The course is a much more beefed
up version of the one day course
that worship leaders undertook
previously and it certainly proved to
be a very interesting and rewarding
experience for me. Just over a dozen
candidates attended the courses and
the group seemed well matched as
each contributed to the sessions. A
broad spectrum of subjects were up
for consideration such as how to
construct a balanced Service of the
Word and the resources available to
help you, what prayer is and how it
can be used in a creative way, the use
of music in worship and available

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

01840 250599 / 07860 608817

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP

www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
venndownfarmhouse@uk2.net

Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

technology for use within the church.
Particularly interesting were forms
of worship not totally familiar to
me - messy church and café church
- which are being explored and used
within the diocese with varying
degrees of success and which perhaps
are worthy of closer inspection within
our churches too!!
Bishop Tim is very keen to
involve the laity in leading worship
as a way of fulfilling the needs of the
church in the years to come and I can
thoroughly recommend the course to
anyone who is perhaps considering
their next step in church life. It is not
hard work, although you do have to
prepare for each session and do a bit
of homework to add to your portfolio
and a relaxed ambience at each
session certainly promotes learning.
Incidentally the first thing that we
learnt was that wanting “to help the
priest out” or “keep the church open”
were not good enough reasons for
pursuing the course; a rather greater
sense of purpose was required. We
all left the final session believing that
we were being considered as valued
members of the worship teams in our
various parishes and with a definite
place and use in church life. I look
forward to being of service in the days
to come and pray for your support in
my efforts.
David Lamond

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836
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Dear friends
Summer is upon us, but as
I write this, with the Jubilee
bunting fluttering in the
front garden, the rain is
also starting to come down.
(and when I came back to
writing this an hour later
the fog had come as well!)
Having a Jubilee is a
really special occasion and
something that can bring
communities together in
celebration and enjoyment,
and it is good and proper
that many people will be
celebrating the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee and I
along with many others
wish her God’s blessing
and health and happiness.
Her job must be incredibly
hard, being constantly
on show, never having a
private moment, having
your diary arranged for you,
being recognised where
ever you go, and always

moving around from place
to place.
I can really sympathise
with the Royal family over
their loss of privacy as
some of my role as a Vicar
also comes with this – we
are never ‘off duty’ even
when we are suppose to
be as you cannot just turn
a switch and say that you
are no longer the Vicar, or
no longer the Queen. I get
recognised more and more
about the County as my
role here in the Diocese
develops and when out
and about I get recognised
in all sorts of places, and
therefore asked many
questions even when I am
supposed to be ‘off duty.’ I
really, really, do not mind
this at all, it is part of what/
who I am, it is the role that
I think that God has called
me for. Two years ago on
holiday in Wales I was even
recognised when my family

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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and I were having a pub
lunch and a local person
was holidaying nearby as
well.
For the Queen and the
other key members of the
Royal family this must be a
real burden, a burden that
becomes more each passing
year as our technology
develops
and
media/
communication develops
at a tremendous pace.
In times past the Royals
might just have been able
to get out of London and
have some real time off in
some far flung part of the
world as they would not
have been heard of – or
seen on the T.V. Now, I am
sure that many, many more
people would recognise
them.
I just wonder what
Jesus will do at the second
coming? How will the
media circus be used to
promote the Kingdom, to
bring people to faith?
We all need to prepare
for the second coming
by living out our lives as
Jesus has taught us in the

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Bible, but this is incredibly
difficult, especially in
the modern age where
EVERYTHING that we
do seems to be recorded
by some sort of hidden
camera!
Would
Jesus
use
social networking? emails? texting? multimedia presentations when
illustrating a parable? – the
list could go on and on,
but what would Jesus Do?
I do not have the answer,
but I must admit that I
do sometimes wonder. I
think that Jesus would use
whatever was at hand at
the time, whatever got the
message out to as many
people as possible, and
that is why I think that the
church itself always needs
to be looking at what it is
doing, constantly looking
at what is available to use,
so that we too can speak to
as many people as possible
about the Risen Lord, and
become ourselves ‘true
disciples of Christ’. So that
we all can be recognised
wherever we are as a
Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in the
John Betjeman Centre,
Wadebridge

follower of Christ.
The Diocese at the
moment are also trying to
get people to be more like
Christ in their daily life,
and to this end they have
produced a ‘Way of Life’.
This is a small booklet
(available free at the back
of church) which asks us
all to commit ourselves to
living out our lives in the
way of Christ by taking
small steps, by committing
ourselves to change our
lives in small ways so that
eventually we will all be
recognised as ‘true disciples
of Christ’.
Please do therefore, help
yourself to a copy of the
booklet, and if they have
run out, and you would
like a copy then please just
ask me and I will get some
more from the Diocese.
Yours in Christ
Robert

From the Methodist
Minister
Some magazines have been
promoting this summer as
the ‘Great British Summer’
not because of the weather
but the range of events
including the Diamond
Jubilee Celebration, the
European Cup and the
Olympic Games.
Now that the Olympic
Torch is on its journey to
London via most parts of
the British Isles the interest
in the Games is being built
up. In recent weeks I have
found it interesting that the
use of the familiar Olympic
logo – the five rings
– is being monitored and
discouraged by the National
Organising Committee.
You may have read of the
shopkeeper in Devon who

was asked to remove five
hoops arranged as the rings
from his window display.
Apparently the rings are
always arranged in an
emblem designed by the
host country for use on all
promotional materials, by
the sponsors, and on the
uniforms of the athletes.
As I have been thinking
about the Olympic Games
the origin of the familiar
logo has been puzzling me.
The ‘five rings’ apparently
date from the time of
the Stockholm Games in
1912. The rings denote the
participation of athletes
from the five continents,
and the traditional colours
(blue,
yellow,
black,
green and red on a white
background) include all of
the colours of the flags of
the participating nations at
that time.
Rings have significance
in differing contexts. For
instance, the rings given
and received by a bride
and groom at a wedding
are symbolic of love, trust,
pledging oneself to the
other, and continuity and
eternity.
Putting these facts
alongside each other leads
me to some thoughts about
each of us, our relationships
to each other, and our sense
of our life span.
The fact that the
Olympic rings are interconnected causes me to
question my valuing of
others. The true spirit of
the Olympic ideal is that
we see others as equal
participants – do we really
see other people from other
backgrounds as our equals,
brothers and sisters created
by God? A Christian song

from the mid-sixties asserts
that we ‘belong to a family,
the biggest on the earth --the family of man’.
Nothing in God’s
creation is created without
a purpose, and the fact
that rings are symbolic of
continuity and eternity
leads me to ask myself if
I am always conscious of
the eternal dimension of
our lives. The Apostle Paul,
writing of what he believed
the Way of God was for all
of us to people in Rome
who were not known by
him, wrote – see Romans

6:23 “God’s free gift is
eternal life in union with
Christ Jesus our Lord”.
Some points to ponder
as you enjoy the Great
British Summer, Every
blessing,
Bryan Ede

You are welcome to
share in our Worship at
the Boscastle Methodist
Church at 11am. on
Sundays. Our Harvest
Festival Services this year
are on Sunday September
30th at 11am & 6pm.

Gladys Baker

27.11.1911 ~17.03.2012

In the autumn edition
of the 2011 Blowhole
we featured the joyous
celebration of Gladys
Baker’s 100th birthday. It
is gratifying to those who
knew her that she was able
to enjoy this celebration,
surrounded by family and
friends, before her sad

demise in March this year.
On 30th March 2012 the
Bodmin Crematorium was
well attended, when we all
listened to Pam Duke and
David Thorneley relate
episodes from Gladys’s life
and we were able to say
farewell to a grand lady
centenarian.
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The Old Rectory turns Green to Gold

A luxurious Bed &
Breakfast near the Cornish
coastal town of Boscastle
has been crowned the most
environmentally friendly
in Britain at a special
ceremony in Edinburgh and
presented with the coveted
‘Best
B&B/Guesthouse’
Goldstar Award for its
dedication to sustainable
tourism.
The Old Rectory, St
Juliot, is the first ever
serviced accommodation
provider in the South West
to win a Goldstar Award
from the Green Tourism
Business Scheme(GTBS)
and with five of the eight
winners coming from
Scotland in the 2012
Awards, is one of only
three tourism businesses in
England to receive the top
accolade.
The owners, Chris &
Sally Searle, have been
providing luxury 5 star
accommodation for over
12 years but have become
increasingly focused on
green issues. Sally said “We
Page 18 Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2012

are just so thrilled with our
award and feel our efforts
to provide a sustainable
holiday experience to all
our guests have truly paid
off. We aim for food selfsufficiency for our family
and guests by growing
70 types of fruit and
vegetables, served all year
round for breakfasts and
evening meals”.
Chris Searle was so
determined to be less
dependent on oil that he
developed a seasonally
adjustable ground mounted
solar system boasting 80
panels. The family grow
and cut timber for heating
the house and last winter
they planted over 400
trees, with donations from
their guests going towards
the project and to local
and international charities.
Their daughter Anna joined
the business last year and
has been instrumental
in updating the walled
kitchen garden, in addition
to introducing bees, rarebreed sheep and pigs.

Malcolm Bell, Head
of Visit Cornwall
recently visited the
Old Rectory and
adds: “This collective
of four businesses are
true role models for
others in the industry,
in Cornwall as well
as across the country,
and offer inspiration
for environmentally
friendly
practices.
The Old Rectory’s
Goldstar
award,
along with the three
equally
impressive
Highly Commended
accolades, go a long
way
to
putting

Styling irons

Cornwall on the UK
sustainable
map
and
showcases our strategy
for mindful growth of the
visitor economy.”
Founded
by
the
internationally renowned
Green Tourism Business
Scheme, the Goldstar
Awards honour those
businesses & organisations
that have done the most
to promote sustainability
within the industry by
implementing cost saving
practices that help the
environment,
improve
customer services and
benefit the bottom line.
They form part of Green

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women

The Old Rectory turns
Green to Gold
Tourism Week which
ran from 21st to 27th May
2012 and the winners were
chosen from over 2,300
green tourism companies
visited, ans assessed for the
innovation, cost savings
and green ambassadorship
during 2011-2012.
St Juliot Rectory is not
only an interesting house
situated in an entrancing
part of Cornwall, it is also
the setting for one of the
most important romances
in literary history. It was
here that in March 1870
Thomas Hardy, later to
become one of England’s
greatest poets and novelists,
met Emma Lavinia Gifford,
the Rector’s sister - in law, and there began his
`Cornish Romance’.
An architect at the
time, Hardy had come
to St Juliot to make plans
for the restoration of St
Juliot Church. Emma and
he fell in love almost as
soon as they met, Hardy
made several more visits
to St Juliot, and they were

married in 1874. Hardy
was never to forget the
girl and the Rectory which
brought `magic’ to his eyes,
and he immortalised them
in his novel; ‘A Pair of Blue
Eyes’.
On the death of Emma
in 1912 he returned to St
Juliot and wrote some of
his greatest poetry, deeply
moving in its memories
of the past, of the Rectory,
and of the ‘wandering
western sea’. Many of the
places Hardy mentions
can still be recognised 130
years later.
For
their
March
meeting, the Reading
Group visited St Juliot’s
Church on a trail of Hardy.
See page 28.

The Bottreaux Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG
Private Parties & Functions catered for your
Special Occasion or for a get-together of family or
friends in our licensed bar & dining room reserved
exclusively for your party.
We can offer a sit-down meal for 8-20 people
or buffet style up to approximately 30 to suit
individual requirements.
For further details please call
Heather or Nicola 01840 250231
email info@boscastlecornwall.co.uk
www.boscastlecornwall.co.uk

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com

Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2012 Page 19

First Responders awarded
Diamond Jubilee Medals

These
smiling
faces
belong to Malcolm Green
and Frances Hegarty
after receiving their
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medals at the Camelford
Ambulance Station on
Friday May 25th, in
recognition of their both
having achieved five years
service as Boscastle First
Responders.
Warmest
congratulations to you
both!

On the following day,
Frances was fulfilling a
personal challenge when she
joined 4000 others in a mile
long charity/fun swim from
the Royal Victoria Dock to
the Excel Centre along a
“surprisingly clean” stretch
of the River Thames. She
says this was her first open
water swim and she was
pleased to have covered the
distance in thirty minutes!
Very well done, Frances.

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius

• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

The day after the
photograph was taken,
Frances was excited to be
off up to the River Thames
again, to join up with the
other five rowers to enjoy
the once-in-a-lifetime thrill
of rowing the Boscastle &
Crackington gig Torrent in
the spectacular Diamond
Jubilee River Pageant
during which they will
perform the traditional
‘raised oars’ salute to Her

Majesty the Queen in the
Royal Barge, More about
that event on page 36. ML

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155
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About five years ago a group
of singers from a local
mixed choir were gathered
in a pub after rehearsal,
when during a lull in the
conversation, one of them
suddenly said, “Singing is
good fun, but I`ve often
thought it would be great
to play an instrument in an
orchestra.” In the minutes
that followed there was a
general air of agreement
and enthusiasm for the
idea.
An
appropriate
name for the ensemble
was chosen and, before
the evening was out, the
embryonic SAS (Seriously
AwEful Sinfonia - the extra
E to indicate the awe with
which potential audiences
would greet performances)
was heading for musical
glory.
Rehearsals take place
at St. Thomas`s Church,
Camelford at 7.15pm
every Monday evening.
Musicians of all abilities are
made very welcome. A wide
range of music is tackled so
that all tastes are catered for.
No one is allowed to take
it too seriously, so it is an
ideal situation for players

who may be keen to hone
their perhaps rusty skills in
a light-hearted ambience.
Players of all instruments
are made very welcome.
Currently the SAS is
particularly keen to add
more players to the string
section; a trumpeter and
percussion would also
be very welcome. On
September 1st we will play
in a concert for the Cornish
Gorsedd in Sir James Smith
School, Camelford.
For further details please
ring 01208 880 457 or see
www.sasinfonia.com
SG

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

Sproull Solicitors LLP
ACCIDENT CLAIMS

CONVEYANCING

PROBATE

WILLS

BUSINESSES

DIVORCE/CHILDREN

www.sproullllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin
PL31 2HW
T 01208 72328
F 01208 77881
bodmin@sproullllp.co.uk

The Rock
Port Isaac
PL29 3RN
T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

8 Fore Street
Camelford
PL32 9PG
T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk

Diamond Jubilee Beacon

MONDAY 4TH JUNE
saw 200-300 folk venture
up to the football pitch to
witness the lighting of the
Boscastle Diamond Jubilee
beacon bonfire at 10.15pm,
followed by a spectacular
firework display, much
enjoyed by everybody,
judging by the chorus of
“oooohs” and “aaaahs”!
The weather was kind - no
rain, and the enthusiastic

spectators couldn’t resist
bursting into impromptu
renderings of the National
Anthem, which all added to
this occasion. Many thanks
to George Findlay for his
work on the bonfire and to
the Chamber of Commerce
for the fireworks and to all
those who gave their time
to ensure that it was a
successful special event.
ML.

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578
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Harbourmaster’s News
A slow start to the season
and although Scott kept
his boat on a mooring
throughout the winter it
was not until the 30th March
that Ken Cave and myself
had our boats lowered into
the water on a fine spring
day. I put a dozen pots out
that weekend and we had
a spell of good weather
in early April resulting in
some reasonable landings
of crab and lobster. I took
several large pollack by
line in April and a few
coley, together with the
odd basket of mackerel
and it was encouraging to
see fish whilst the water
remained cold at below 10
degrees centigrade. Since
then temperatures have
been slow to increase but
I have been seeing sand
eels in the water which is
good for all the nesting sea
birds and late May has seen
an exceptional display of
wild flowers on the cliffs
including thrift and sea
campion.
News from the harbour
side itself included one of
the fishermen discovering
a nest of rats in what we
call a bongo which is a
large plastic drum used for
storing ropes. These little
mammals were chewing

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

their way the through
the rope and had in fact
also attacked the netting
on many of the pots
wintered on the harbour
side. Needless to say the
rats were dispatched in a
somewhat medieval fashion
( by hand ) and which is
perhaps appropriate for
Boscastle in the second
Elizabethan era and when
little has changed on the
harbour wall itself for four
hundred years. I have been
Harbourmaster now for
a mere four years and a
member of the Boscastle
Fishermen’s Association for
the last 21 years, having
learned my fishing skills as
a boy in Port Isaac.
In my last article I did
mention that I was going
down to North East Brazil
in February and March and
I did manage to photograph
a man carrying a large fish
while there. I have to say
that I am not sure what
the species is but certainly
I have not seen one like it
around here. If any reader
knows I will be grateful to
hear..
With the coming of
summer I am pleased to
see plenty of children
swimming in the harbour

01840 212258
07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk

Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations
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and I can report that the
water is far cleaner than
when my children were
growing up. Although
the new sewage treatment
arrangements have been
contentious the harbour
is now a far better place
without any untreated
discharge polluting the
waters so close to home.

“Be a Fisherman’s Friend”
campaign. The aim is to
improve fishing laws to
support the UK’s low
impact sustainable fishing
fleet. See www.facebook.
com/beafishermansfriend.
Former Boscastle resident
Kurt Jackson is supporting
the campaign with some
coastal sketches.

My final thoughts for
this article include support
for a proposal to turn the
old rocket store at the
harbour into a building to
contain sea water storage
tanks for live shell fish and
a retail outlet. Visitors like
to see this sort of thing and
the fishery here needs all
the encouragement it can
get. We now only have four
boats in Boscastle which are
licensed to fish. June the 8th
is World Oceans Day, when
Greenpeace launches their

Post Script : A picture
(above) of a very large
porbeagle shark caught
(and then released) off
the harbour featured in a
colour photograph on the
front page of the Times
Neswpaper on the 30th May
and the catch and release
made the local TV stations.
Fishermen, Graeme Pullen
and Wayne Comben share
the video online at www.
totallyawesomefishing.com
Chris Key
Harbourmaster

A new form of
church!!??
I am sure we are all
familiar with services
called Morning Prayer or a
Eucharist or even a Service
of the Word. If the church
press is read, then one
might be familiar with the
idea of café church or even
messy church. Well now
in our single parish we are
going to start a new trend
with what we are calling
Breakfast Church.
What on earth is that
you may well ask. Well, it
is going to be an informal
all age worship on the third
Sunday of each month at
9.30am in Boscastle Village
Hall. Each month we will
explore a different theme
in a relaxed and social
atmosphere.
Now why is it to be
called Breakfast Church?
The answer of course
is that we will start the
time together by sharing
breakfast at 9.30am. This
will be followed with an

introduction to the theme
of the day after which we
will have the opportunity
to explore this theme
either with discussion and
reflection or by a more active
and practical approach.
Once we have come back
together as a single group
we may want to share with
each other what each group
has achieved (or not as the
case maybe!). Our time
together will then draw
to a close with a song and
prayer.
So why not come and
share breakfast or even a
bacon butty on Sunday
16th September at 9.30am
in Boscastle. If you would
like more information then
do please ring Mike Parsons
on 01840 250626.

GHM

S.J.JOSE
CARPENTER & JOINER
GENERAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Tel 01840 250069
Mobile 07974 723382

SU E

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Gardenscapes
Quality garden care for
your garden
Grass & hedge cutting
Shrub pruning & garden tidy ups
Call Martin
on
01840 770243
07854 740206

Building Maintenance
Insurance Fire & Flood Damage
Kitchens, Bathrooms
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Refurbishments
Free Estimates
Phone 01840230380
Mobile 07970275330
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Welcome to SAILS CAFÉ!

Ian and Carolyn HoyleJohnson, along with their
three children, Fraser,
Marisa and Kristian, have
recently arrived in Boscastle
and are looking forward to
a successful first season at
their newly re-named ‘Sails
Café‘, which will be more
familiar to many of you
under its former title of
The Spinning Wheel’. Ian
and Carolyn chose the new
name ‘Sails’, because they
felt that a nautical theme
was entirely suited to their
position.
Ian and Carolyn were
running a pub in Somerset
and were looking at
selling up and moving to
Cornwall when they got
the opportunity of going
to Australia. So off they
went to spend three and
a half years in Busselton,
Western Australia running
a café there. There will be
few amongst you who are
unaware that Busselton
is the proud possessor of
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the second longest pier in
the world: I am sure there
are probably even fewer
who are unaware that the
honour of possessing the
longest pier in the world
belongs to Southend. I
hope those two priceless
pieces of information will
be helpful to the quiz
fanatics amongst our
readers.
If those facts don’t get
you ahead in the quiz stakes,
read on. Surrounded by
one million acres of remote
Australian countryside, the
couple merely had a five
hour drive to the nearest
pub on a route populated
with kangaroos and eight
foot tiger snakes. One
certainly has time to work
up a thirst on a journey of
that length! And amongst
the many advantages of
living in Boscastle one can
say for sure that one does
not need to go on a five
hour drive in order to find
a welcoming hostelry.

In the unlikely event
that you have any difficulty
in distinguishing between
the two owners, Ian is the
one whose spectacles are
kept firmly in place by the
presence of two cunningly
positioned elastic bands
wound around the bits of
the spectacles which fit
behind the ears. The reason
I say ‘bits’ is that no-one
currently in the house can
recall the technical term:
not an optician in sight
when you need one. The
more alert reader will now
realise that Carolyn is the
other one!
Ian and Carolyn are
very keen to be involved
in and to take an interest
in the local community.
When they were looking at
menu ideas, they decided
that they wanted to open
all year round if possible,
and that in order to
encourage the support of
the local community they
would need to make an

attractively priced range of
options. They have started
making their own pasties
on the premises, which
they call Boscastle Pasties,
using quality locally sourced
ingredients, steak from
local farms and Davidstow
Mature Cheddar. These are
selling well, particularly
to
people
concerned
about reducing the carbon
footprint, and wishing to
support local enterprise.
Creating their own range of
home produced food made
on the premises means that
they also can employ their
staff longer. A key point is
that they do not sell anything
they would not be prepared
to eat themselves.
Ian and Carolyn have
already entered into the local
community: their children
all attend the local school at
Camelford, where the family
speak highly of the caring
and welcoming attitude of
the staff. They are joining
the ever-increasing band
of people who support the
setting up of a scout group
in the village: it appears
that there are over sixty
individuals wishing to join.
They just need premises.
Now, who can help? (See
article on page 3).
AR
Wiki -fact: Busselton Jetty
is the longest wooden
jetty (pier) in the southern
hemisphere, stretching almost
2 km out to sea from the
town of Busselton, Western
Australia. Because the shallow
waters of Geographe Bay
restricted ship movement,
a long jetty was required
so that cut timber could be
transported to the ships.
Southend Pier, is 2.16 km. It
was built as large boats were
unable to stop near the beach
at Southend and no boats at
all were able to land at low
tide, as the coast is shallow
mudflats.

ALL ABOUT WHAT ABOUT !
“WHAT ABOUT” met
on Monday March 12TH in
The Village Hall, Gunpool
Lane, starting at 7pm for
7.30pm. We were delighted
that so many of you came
along to join us. Everyone,
without
exception,
contributed in some way
to make the evening a
huge success. The chosen
topic, “MONEY IS THE
ROOT OF ALL EVIL?”,
really attracted very diverse
points of view and I think
I can safely say that we all
went away with broader
views on the subject! The
topic was introduced by
John Blunt and at the
end of the evening Nicky
Nichols rounded off with a
comprehensive over view of
thoughts.
Each person brought
food [hot or cold] and/or a
bottle of their chosen drink
to share with the group.
We constructed a delicious
buffet and then enjoyed
the food accompanied by
a good chat with other
diners. This continued into

the clearing away and the
washing up so the job was
soon done! Many thanks
to all who contributed so
enthusiastically.
A new group of people
volunteered to host the
next month’s gathering
and the topic ‘What About
Tourism’ was agreed. We
met again on Monday
April 16th and again it was
well attended. Another
lively debate followed a
delicious buffet. Trixie
Webster introduced this
topic and drew on her
personal experience over
many years since a girl.
We all realised there were
two sides to the tourism
‘coin’.
At the end of the
evening everyone agreed
that the signs were that
WHAT ABOUT had
been re-launched and
we all look forward with
enthusiasm for regular
monthly gatherings in
the autumn and winter.
Please come & join us
– the more the merrier!

WESSEX INVESTMENTS
6 Market Place
Camelford
PL32 9PB

Summer
Alternative
Sally Searle has kindly
offered to arrange a series
of Single Parish Church
walks once a month on a
Monday throughout the
summer. The idea is to
undertake a walk between
each of the churches in
our parish.
The first one was in
May [advertised elsewhere
as Blowhole was not
published by then]. This
was from Trevalga to
Forrabury. The dates for
subsequent walks are:
June 25th 		
Forrabury to Minster
July 23rd 		
Minster to Lesnewth
August 20th 		
Lesnewth to St. Juliot
September 24th
St Juliot to Otterham.
Please bring a packed
lunch. We will stop
somewhere en route to
eat. We hope many of you
will come along to enjoy
our lovely countryside
and discover the history
attached to our ancient
churches. Any further
queries please give Sally a
ring on 01840 250250.
W.B.

Get Well
Soon
Dear Boscastle Blowhole
Team
Hope you are all keeping
well and I would like to say
keep up the good works you
are all doing for the magazine
and the community.
I would like to send a
Get Well Message to my
mother-in-law Mrs. Annette
Parsons at Upper Old Road,
Boscastle.
Roger and I would like
to send our Mum get well
wishes as she had a nasty
fall in February where she
suffered a serious head
injury.
We would like to wish
Annette a speedy recovery
and look forward to her
getting back on her feet again
and back to her usual self
soon as she misses walking
her black labrador (Bess).
We love you dearly
Annette, you are a mum in
a million and keep being
strong. We would also like
to send a special thank you
to all her friends in Boscastle
who have been very caring,
supportive and thoughtful
by visiting, and sending
cards, flowers and gifts.
Best wishes
Jackie & Roger Coker

Local Office: 01840 212 545
Mobile: 07855 388562
lizb@parkwaycornwall.co.uk

Retirement Planning
Investments & Savings
Mortgages & Equity Release Mortgages
Life & Critical Illness Cover
Income Protection
Private Medical Insurance
Business Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning
Long Term Care Planning
Initial consultations are without charge or obligation
Wessex Investments are Independent Financial advisers and are
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
(FRN 136690)

All advisers at Wessex Investments are members of the Personal
Finance Society & Chartered Insurance Institute

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on
your mortgage
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pure cotton sheet into a
beautiful christening gown
used by her family, which
she brought to show the
members.
Royal connections were
celebrated as Marshgate
WI members gathered
for their April meeting
in Jubilee Year to hear a
former member who saw
the Royals every day at her
work.
Hazel Shelley ended
up working as a cook at
Windsor Castle after her
policeman husband Derek
joined the palace security
team. Her experiences
included making breakfast
for Prince Harry (a
poached egg, but it had
to be perfect!), chatting
to Princess Diana about
Christmas shopping and
making 80-90 packed
lunches by 9am for guests
going to Ascot.
All the cooking had to
be done on ancient ranges
used in Queen Victoria’s
day, now replaced with
more modern equipment,
but Hazel did appreciate
some of the older household
items. A Victorian bed
sheet, loaned to her for a
costume, was later given
to her. Hazel made the

Who said WI Group
meetings were going
out of favour?
Well, not these Inspiring
Women up here in North
Cornwall. The Camelot
Group of WI’s are;
Trevena/Tintagel,President
Phyllis Reddock with the
Trevena/Tintagel members
who hosted the meeting.
Invited WI’s; Boscastle,
Marshgate and Camelford.
Group meetings are a great
way to keep in touch with
neighbouring WI’s in your
area. We meet annually
for a fun evening that
includes
entertainment
and competitions of Craft,
Cookery and Floral. A
traditional Cornish WI
buffet is always waiting to
be devoured, if you have
never been on the receiving
end of a Cornish WI
Supper, then may I suggest
you join your local WI
right away. A good chat and
catching up with friends all
adds to the pleasure of the
evening. Invited Speaker
Elaine Reynolds, subject;
Floral Art.
The door opens with
a blaze of colour followed

Sacha Hughes - Boscastle Beauty Therapy
Now using Neals Yard Remedies in all the beauty treatments
and is a Neals Yard Remedies Organic Independent Consultant.
Would you like to hold a NYR Organic event or party,
daytime or evening, the hostess receives a complimentary
host gift, free full size product, a mini facial and discount on
your order. If you would like to order from or look through
the catalogue let me know.
Special offer - Manicures and Pedicures 10% off
uk.nyrorganic.com/shop/Sacha-H
Ring for details 01840 250526
or email sachahughes@yahoo.com
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by this slightly built and
very feminine bundle of
dynamite. Elaine Reynolds
has arrived to demonstrate
her floristry skills to us.
Elaine’s Booty of Beauty
in the form of garden,
and commercial flowers,
strikingly beautiful and
bright and dusky and
calm tones with foliage
purloined as she says,
from friends’ gardens. All
delighting one’s eye and
that is before she starts
with her flair for unusual
breathtaking
stunning
detail. With florist shears
in hand and quick snips of
the foliage here and there,
no measuring each stem,
just snip snap and place in
position, she has already got
us all in her spell. Vibrant
birds of paradise with other
materials are efficiently
tied into a hand held
arrangement, snip snap,
then placed into a rather
beautiful dullish copper
coloured vessel that Elaine
said reminded her of a
Christmas pudding, yes we
could see the resemblance
after she had explained,
see those dimples there,
well they are the currants
in the pudding. Other
arrangements had stems
chopped from proteas
which kept some people
gasping, as we novices could
not bear to cut the stem of
something as valuable as
a protea and risk maybe
cutting it too short, my
goodness, it does not bear
thinking about. Other tips
of floristry were; how to
use hydrangeas to their best
effect. Twigs incorporated
with delicate blooms all
came together in a posy
pad arrangement. For basal
impact just chop off the

stems and use the heads
of the flowers close to the
base of the arrangement. 6
very diverse arrangements
were put together in what
seemed like record breaking
speed. Elaine has a bright
and vibrant personality,
which is displayed in the
portrayal of her artistry,
accompanied by plenty of
chatting at a rapid pace, and
snip snap with the scissors
again as she demonstrates
her art and keeps everyone
amused, then at the end
says; there you are, now you
can go home and do this,
cant you? What a talent?
Competition
entries
were judged by Marilyn
Leggatt,
the
results
were;Craft; A home made
greetings card. 1st Barbara
Hough Camelford. 2nd
Jill
Findlay
Trevena
Tintagel.3rd
Sue
Whitnall Trevena Tintagel.
Cookery;
Shortbread
biscuit.
1st Marion
Richards Marshgate. 2nd
Val Gill Marshgate. 3rd
June Smyth Marshgate.
Floral; 4” arrangement.
1st Joan Black Camelford.
2nd Marion Richards
Marshgate. 3rd June Smyth
Marshgate.
The raffle was drawn
and 6 lucky winners went
home with arrangements
that Elaine had donated.58
members attended.
The meeting closed
with God Save Our Queen
22.10hrs. Camelot WI
Group Meeting. April
2012. Hosted by Trevena/
Tintagel WI. At The Social
Hall Tintagel. Camelot WI
Group Convener; Val Gill
member of Marshgate WI
and dual Boscastle WI.

A Sketch of Boscastle Band?

Rotary Club of Camelford Deli Farm Run Winning Team

Malcolm Baker sent in this
sketch as he is keen to find
out more about it.
He says “The attached
image is a detail from a rather
faint pencil sketch that we
discovered when stripping
wallpaper at Tremorvah in
Fore St.
It’s been suggested that
it shows the Boscastle town
band at some point during its
existence. However, if anyone
has any more specific ideas,
we’d love to hear from them.”
Please contact Malcolm
Baker on 01840 250482 or
studio@malcolmbaker.co.uk

Pictured to the left is the
Boscastle Primary School
team who won the
2012 Deli Farm Run.
Back Row L to R: Janet
Latham (Coach), Amy
Chater (Finished 2nd
Girls), Samuel Tasker,
Olivia Lewis, Luke
Hammond (Finished 1st
Boys), James Venning,
James Richardson and
Sarah Duffy (Head
Teacher)
Front Row: Timothy
Edmonds, Joshua Baker,
Katie Mead, Jake Stebbings, Hayden Chater and
Aiden Morgan.
copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470

R. MEARS & Sons
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

Cowl fitting service
CCTV investigation work carried out

01840 261 221 • 077375 33392
www.sweepcornwall.com

Covering Cornwall & West Devon
Est. over 30 years

N0711/30134
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The Reading Room
What an exciting year this is, with The Diamond
Jubilee, the 200th Anniversary of Dickens, the
Shakespeare Celebrations and the Olympics.
The bookworms have been inspired by all these
happenings and have turned to look at our local
history. Immediately Thomas Hardy entered
the conversation and one of our bookworms
extended an invitation to us all.
So it came about that we left our Reading
Room door locked for once and we set off on
a Pilgrimage to pay homage to, perhaps, our
greatest ‘local’ writer. Come with us now in our
journey of discovery....... on the trail of Hardy.
March 7th 2012 was a bright sunny day, if
a little chilly and crisp, when the bookworms
arrived at St. Juliot’s church, near Boscastle. We
couldn’t help wondering what sort of weather
had greeted Thomas Hardy on his arrival in this
very same place on March 7th 1870.
Our host has built up a deep understanding
of the history of St Juliot’s Rectory which she
runs as a Bed & Breakfast business with her
husband & daughter. This knowledge has
developed over the long association she has
had with the lovely old building since her
childhood days.
The books of Hardy are well known but few of
us bookworms had ever explored his poems. It
was truly magical to have them read aloud to us
in the very place he had penned them. It could
be clearly seen how the beautiful landscape had
influenced his words.
The Hardy Society maintains strong
links with St Juliot and their most recent
contribution to his legacy is a beautifully etched

commemorative window in the church. It is the
work of the late Simon Whistler and is a very
fitting modern addition to this historical place.
The window seeks to illustrate three of
Hardy’s poems. The central light symbolises
Hardy’s journey from Dorset to Cornwall in 1870
and contains lines from the poem ‘When I set
out for Lyonnesse’; the left-hand light illustrates
the incident by the stream in the Valency Valley
below the church where, picnicking, Hardy
and Emma lost a drinking glass in the stream,
an incident which Hardy recalls in ‘Under the
Waterfall’; and the right hand illustrates the
poem ‘Beeny Cliff’, a couple of miles west of St
Juliot.

Adrian & Staff
welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
▪ SUNDAY CARVERY ▪
Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.co.uk

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

23th June: Blue Slate
30th June: Alison’s Kitchen
7th July: Shellin’ Snails
14th July: Ska Face
21st July: Crestas
28th July: Mood Indigo
4th August: Festive Road

11th August: Whiskey Thieves
18th August: So Soul
25th August Blue Slate
1st Sept: Rickety Bones
8th Sept: Alison’s Kitchen
15th Sept: Road Kill
22nd Sept: Atomic 80’s

The Reading Room continued

‘She Opened The Door’ is a reflection on the
first time he saw Emma when she opened
the rectory door to him.
Do pay this jewel of Boscastle a visit! Take
yourself up to St Juliot’s Church and try reading
Hardy’s poems for yourselves in that powerful
setting. It will be well worth the effort. Believe us!
The bookworms will never forget their visit or
the kindness of our hosts.
Until we meet again in The Reading Room,
happy reading!

Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

We also shared the following poems
‘The Monument Maker’, which is linked to the
memorial plaques in the church.
‘The Sundial On A Wet Day’, thought to have
been inspired by the sun dial in the rectory
garden.
‘The Frozen Greenhouse’ thought again to
have been inspired by the conservatory at
the rectory.

Old Manor House Restaurant
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250251
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

Open Daily from 11am

We serve a great selection of homemade food including
Homemade Cream Teas, Light Snacks & Hot Meals
Cooked fresh to order using Local Produce wherever possible
Come & try our NEW

MENU

Enjoy the BEST SUNDAY ROAST in the village!!
Large sheltered tea garden, dogs on leads are welcome

TAKEAWAY SERVICE...
phone us with your order & we will have it ready for you to collect.
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MP, Dan Rogerson
writes:
Since the last edition of
the Blowhole it’s been a really
busy few months, both up
in Parliament and at home
here in North Cornwall.
One important piece of
news is that Parliament has
passed the Water Industry
(Financial Assistance) Bill –
the piece of legislation which
will introduce a £50 rebate
for water bills for households
in Cornwall starting in
2013-14. Back in January
I urged the Government to
make sure this legislation
was introduced as soon as
possible, rather than waiting
until the next session of
Parliament and risking any
delays.
I am glad that the
Coalition
Government
listened and acted. However
I do hope government
ministers will understand
that whilst the £50 rebate
is certainly a step in the
right direction, there is
further to go to fully address
the problem. During the
debates on this issue, I
called on ministers to go
further and do more to help
ease the burden on families.
I would like to see a move
from regional schemes to
support those on the lowest
incomes, to a national
scheme – thereby providing
support for those in water
poverty wherever they are
in the country. While I am
pleased that the Coalition
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Government has recognised
the problem and is legislating
extra help, we cannot let up
on our campaign.
In February I was pleased
to hand a cheque for funding
from Sport England to
Camelford Leisure Centre.
The cash is an extremely
welcome development for
the centre, and it is great
to see investment in the
facilities for Camelford.
However, I think there is
still a way to go in getting
more support for the future,
to ensure that it can become
profitable and stand on its
own two feet. I would still
like to see Cornwall Council
putting some funding in so
that the Leisure Centre can
be put on a stable footing
for the future, but we should
continue to explore all the
options that are available.
Another big piece of
political news was the Budget
in March. This being a
coalition Government, there
were both Liberal Democrat
and Conservative priorities
delivered, as well as more
pain which is necessary to
deal with the appalling state
of the national finances
which were left in 2010.
At the last general
election,
the
Liberal
Democrat manifesto set out
plans to raise the Income
Tax threshold to £10,000
in order to ensure that the
lower paid get to see the
benefit of their work. It
also helps middle income
earners by cutting their tax
too. We argued that this
Budget needed to take a big
step in that direction and
it did, with the threshold
raised so that from next
year no-one will pay tax on
the first £9,000 they earn.
Elsewhere in the Budget, I
was pleased to see loopholes

closed for those who seek
to avoid paying their fair
share of tax on their very
expensive properties, which
we seem to have persuaded
the Chancellor to adopt.
Closer to home, there was
a shock when the Chancellor
announced changes to the
VAT arrangements for hot
food, which would mean
the tax is to be levied on
pasties for the first time. The
change was designed to stop
supermarkets undercutting
local cafés and takeaways
in the hot food market but
pasties have been swept up
in the plan.
The good news is that we
won the campaign to get the
government to change it’s
mind! Thankfully sensible
voices in the Coalition
listened and accepted our
position on the ‘pasty tax’.
It was a hard-fought
campaign in which I raised
the issue in Parliament on
numerous occasions to put
pressure on government
ministers to think again.
During the debate on the
Finance Bill in the House of
Commons the three Cornish
Lib Dem MPs tabled an
amendment on the plans to
charge VAT on pasties. In
the event, Stephen Gilbert
MP (St Austell & Newquay)
pushed it to the vote and we
prompted a bit of a rebellion

on the Government side,
including the other three
MPs
from
Cornwall.
Unfortunately the vote was
lost by only 35.
However that didn’t
stop us - Cornish MPs also
presented a well supported
petition against the tax to
Number 10 Downing Street,
and later that day I, along
with Stephen Gilbert and
the Western Morning News,
co-hosted a pasty giveaway
event in Parliament. The
Cornish Pasty Association
and the National Association
of Master Bakers joined us
to urge other MPs, members
of the House of Lords and
government ministers to
think again on this issue and
to find out more about how
the proposal would affect the
industry here in Cornwall.
I would like to thank
everyone for their support.
All the hard work locally
and nationally to persuade
the government that there
was another way forward
has paid off, and the fresh
pasty from the bakers we
have all grown up with will
stay affordable and local jobs
can be saved.
There has been some
more good news for
Cornwall recently as the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Liberal Democrat Leader
Nick Clegg announced a

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

MP, Dan Rogerson
writes: continued

shake-up for free pre-school
education that will see extra
help with childcare in rural
parts of North Cornwall.
The exact details are
yet to be worked out, but
Cornwall has been picked
as one of 10 areas in the
UK where changes to
extend the amount of free
childcare available, and to
make it more flexible for
parents, will come in one
year earlier than planned.
So from this September,
an extra 1300 two-year-old
children across Cornwall
will receive free early years
education. This is on top of
all three and four-year-old
children who are already
eligible to receive 15 hours
of free early years education
each week. Not only will
this help working parents
who may be struggling to
juggle commitments with
having young children, but
early years education also
gives a huge boost to young
children and prepares them
for school.
The Coalition is also
looking at ways to create
additional nursery places
specifically in rural parts
of North Cornwall. Plans
include developing a rural
federation of childcare
providers,
improving
childminder provision and
working with JobCentre
Plus to provide training for
people wanting to work in
childcare. I am extremely
pleased
that
Liberal
Democrat ministers have
listened to my concerns about
childcare issues in rural areas
like ours, and are looking
specifically at ways to extend
and improve childcare in
our communities.
A few weeks before

this announcement, the
Deputy Prime Minister
came to North Cornwall
to see how another
education
policy
is
working in practice. The
‘Pupil Premium’ provides
extra cash for schools to
help ensure that children
from
disadvantaged
backgrounds are given the
best possible educational
opportunities. In 2011/12
Cornwall’s
schools
received £4,741,000 and
the amount increased to
over £9 million this year.
We went to Robartes
Junior School in Bodmin
to see at first hand the
kind of extra activities
the school is putting on
using their Pupil Premium
money. The Head Teacher
of Robartes, Ewan Murray,
explained to the Deputy
Prime Minister how the
extra money is making
a real difference to their
budget.
At
lunchtime
I
organised for a group
of business people from
across our area to meet
with Nick to speak to him
about the challenges they
are facing, and it was off to
Padstow in the afternoon
where we met apprentice
and trainee chefs working
with Rick Stein as part of
the ‘Youth Contract’. Nick
launched the £1 billion
‘Youth Contract’ earlier
in the year to make sure
that every young person
had an opportunity of
employment, education
or training.
Dan Rogerson MP
4 Tower Street,
Launceston, Cornwall
PL15 8BQ
01566 777123
Email:
contact@danrogerson.org

Urchins

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800

More golds than
the Olympics

Rooms with breakfast

More awards
than the Oscars

01840 250418
www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making
All Styles of Heading including
Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our
Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2012 Page 31

Continentally
Cornish Poppy’s
You may be surprised,
when visiting Poppy’s Café
in The Old Mill, to find
Rosemarie Martin behind
the counter. No, you are
not experiencing a ‘senior
moment’, thinking you are
in the Bottreaux Surgery!
Although it was more usual
to see her there (where
she was the Phlebotomist
nurse) this venture is not
a new challenge or an
incredible career change for
Rosemarie. She explained
that several years ago, she
had been the chef at the
Bossiney House Hotel in
Tintagel and prior to that,
had provided food at the
Surf Shop in Trebarwith
Strand. She is a lady of
many talents!
the café appears
bigger, brighter,
lighter and decidedly
welcoming.

Before Rosemarie took
over the café it was given
a complete ‘makeover’. So
that, with walls painted
white; new tables and chairs
and shelving removed (to
reveal a small colourful
stained glass window - what
a surprise!) the café appears
bigger, brighter, lighter
and decidedly welcoming.
The outside area, with its
background of the ancient
stone-walled ‘Old Mill’ is
an ideal sunny, sheltered
spot to enjoy your meal or
coffee alfresco!
The menu also has had
a ‘makeover’. There are
the old Cornish favourites
of pasties, Cornish crab
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sandwiches and scones,
jam and cream but you
can also order pasta, salads;
freshly stone-baked pizza
(Rosemarie has had a
special pizza stone-oven
installed) or tapas.
I asked Rosemarie what
made her decide to put
tapas on the menu. She
told me that she is Spanish
in origin so that, of course,
explains the sign, which
whets the appetite as you
come down into the village
– ‘Poppy’s Continentally
Cornish Café’ –Stephen,
her husband, the other
member of the team, is the
Cornish element.
Everything, including
the homemade cakes, is
freshly cooked or baked the carrot cake is a dream –
and the Columbian coffee
is a blend specially created
for the café by a Cornish
barista from Falmouth. He
is a leading coffee expert,
recognised
throughout
Europe, whose hobby is
to search the world for the
best tasting coffee beans.
Rosemarie plans to market
this specially blended coffee
in the future; she already
has her homemade jams
and chutney on sale, and
she intends to offer takeaway pizzas and evening
meals in the future.
I wish Rosemarie,
Stephen and Poppy’s Good
Luck for the future and –
to Hell with the diet- save
a slice of that carrot cake
for me!
GQ

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Open all Year
Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 - 07969118058

Pete’s
Peeps
at the Past
2 APRIL 1819
TO BOTANY BAY
Pascoe Walters aged 19 was
indicted for stealing clothes
from Thomas Varcoe of
Roach, he owned up so that
he could be transported so
as to be with his parents
who are both at Botany
Bay. His Lordship said as
it wasn’t with a felonious
intent, he be acquitted.

In fact, first offenders
and young criminals under
16 yrs served their sentences
on prison hulks in Naval
dockyards. The conditions
were similar to slave
ships. But the hardened
transporters were released
on arrival until 1826 when
the Government decided
on a system of hard labour.
11 DEC 1820
ACTION BY THE
MOONSHINE BRIGADE
The preventive boat under
Sampson
Woodcock,
stationed at Boscastle
went after smugglers at

Mullhook (Millook Haven)
and seized 500 tubs of
foreign rum and remained
to guard them, but two
armed boats of smugglers
came and firing on the
beach overpowered them
and took the tubs and the
preventive boat. A £200
reward was placed.
7 FEB 1823
LOSS OF BUDE PILOT
BOAT
During an offshore gale,
the Bude pilot boat broke
its moorings, the preventive
men took four men to put
on it to bring it back. The
preventive boat just made
it back, but the pilot boat
drifted further out with the
4 men and was not seen
again. The four men were
W. Wilson, R. Cornish, J.
Hennings and W. Pooley.
19 OCT 1866
TREAD WHEEL & CORN
MILL & PRISON DIET
The Governor of Bodmin

Valency

gaol reported that good
progress had been made
on preparations of the new
tread mill & corn mill &
until finished he could
not carry on the necessary
punishments & the dietary
was unchanged awaiting
a written sanction from
Sec. of State, pending the
revision of prison rules.
All men over the age
of 16 sentenced to hard
labour worked on the tread
mill to grind corn. Those
under that age & females
did tasks of shot drill &
crank labour. The prison
diet included only bread,
potatoes & a very thin
gruel.
26 OCT 1866
COMPLETION OF THE
BROAD GAUGE TO
MOUNTS BAY
The completion of the
broad gauge railway has
been made from London
to Mounts Bay.

The Cornwall Railway
from Plymouth to Truro
was built to Brunel’s unique
7ft. broad gauge, whereas
the West Cornwall Railway
from Truro to Penzance was

standard gauge, 4ft. 8½ins.
The saving of laying the
broad gauge was as much
as one day in the handling
of goods, which at this time
comprised of 10,000 tons
per annum of perishable
fish & vegetables, chiefly
from Penzance. Formerly,
these had been unloaded
& reloaded at Truro, the
men working throughout
the night.
14 NOV 1862
THE LOSS OF THE
“BENCOOLEN” AT BUDE
The raft was quite close to
the cliffs and was washed
into a creek at the end of
the harbour which was full
of fragments of timber.
There were several dead &
two living men lashed to
the raft, a rope was lowered
& 12 men were brought
up 6 alive, 6 dead & then
carried to the village. By this
time all that had broken on
the wreck was rolling upon
the sands & all that was left
was the black mass of her
cargo & a few timbers of
her sides. Within 2 hours
she was in fragments & 24
men drowned.

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”
Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397

Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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Pin-Up Page
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Above: Boscastle and Davidstow Choir , who this year celebrate their 10th Anniversary

Above: A ‘Big Breakfast’ at the Village Hall raised more than £600 for the fund to build new changing rooms for
Boscastle Football Club. At present players change in sheds built 30 years ago, so supporters aim to raise £16,000,
half the cost of a new building. They hope the rest will come from a matching grant from the Cornwall FA. So far
they have raised £8,000. Nearly 80 breakfasts were served, and club secretary Sharon Pethick thanked all those who
supported the event and Liz Brewer, Jackie Haddy, Pam Heal, Leah Pethick, Ellie Brewer, Sally Nute, Nicki Collings
and Abi Haddy for all they did to make the day such a success.
Left: The National Trust
arranged a Himalayan
Balsam pull in the Valency
Valley, when members of
the public, volunteers from
the Trust and Cornwall
College joined together to
remove over 10,000 plants
from the river system. As
the plant has a waterborne
seed the volunteers started
in the higher reaches where
the plant first appears
and worked downstream.
Further ‘plant pulls’ will
take place later in the year.
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Contact the Elderly
‘Contact the Elderly’ is a
national charity that has
been going for nearly 50
years, but has only recently
had a presence in North
Cornwall. It exists to
tackle some of the issues
associated with isolation
and loneliness of older
people by arranging local
tea party groups which
meet once a month on
a Sunday afternoon in
volunteer hosts’ homes.
Volunteer drivers collect the
older guest from their own
homes, take them to the
tea party and return them
safely home afterwards.
If you would like to offer
your home as a venue (the
only requirements are that
it has a fairly level access
and a downstairs toilet), or
if you would like to offer to
be a driver, I would love to
hear from you. Should you
like to be a guest, we have a
few spaces available within
the local Camelford group,
and we welcome people

who live alone and are over
75.
It would be really great
to start up another group
for the Boscastle and
Tintagel area if we get the
support. Hosts only have
to offer hospitality once or
twice a year, and the drivers
commit to volunteering
once a month. The tea
parties are lovely, friendly
occasions which make a
huge difference to people
who find it very difficult
to get out without help,
and everyone enjoys them.
I look forward to hearing
from you!
Janey Comber
Cornwall Development
Officer

Contact by post:
Janey Comber,
Cornwall Development
Officer,
PO Box 104,
Bude,
EX23 3AS

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320

Telephone:
01840 230186
Email: janey.comber@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
Website: www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart & Jean Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388



Pianos For Sale
At Reasonable Prices
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what we have!
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Back in February the
Boscastle & Crackington
gig Torrent was badly
damaged on the beach at
Crackington. It was our
first, and as it turned out,
last, training row in her
before heading off for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Pageant. Brian Nobbs,
master boat builder from
St Giles on the Heath,
took on fixing her, but
none of us knew if it would
be achievable before June.
After months of his careful
work, replacing 24 ribs
and 13 major planks, she
was nearly ready, there was
just the minor matter of
scraping off all her paint
and getting her re-painted
and varnished and fitting
her new jubilee flag pole.
She went into Brian’s
shed on the 7th of February
and was rolled out on
31st of May. That was the
Thursday evening, just time
for a quick practice row in
the sea before heading off
to London on the Friday.
Inevitably after all that

work and drying out we
found a leak when we
were out in the sea! A
quick repair in London
and we were ready for
the jubilee.
We were one of a
thousand boats taking
part. The rain was not
able to dampen the
spirits of the crew and
passengers.
Torrent
rowed proudly in the
first squadron of boats,
flying the flags of St
Piran and the Queen’s
Jubilee. It was a great
day, everyone was
freezing cold, but no
one would have missed
it for the world. It is
only a shame the club’s
singing ability in the
bar that evening could
not match their rowing
ability during the day!
There are more
adventures
coming
up, the long row to
Lundy, a return to
London for the Great
River Race and regattas
across Cornwall. New
members are always
welcome, you can get
in touch via facebook or
go to our website:
www.boscastlegigclub.
org.uk
Jim Connelly-Webster

TORRENT GOES TO LONDON
(A rower’s view)
For those of us lucky enough along the river. Nothing
to be chosen to be part of however had prepared us for
Torrent’s crew for the Jubilee the impact of what greeted
Pageant, Sunday June 3rd us as we approached the
was an unbelievable and start. We were surrounded
by hundreds of rowing
unforgettable experience.
It was an event of three boats of every size, crews
very distinct parts. First, the in fancy dress and tens of
launch from Chiswick and thousands of spectators
the three mile row down to on every vantage point,
the start at Battersea Bridge. cheering waving flags and
The organizers had allowed creating a kaleidoscope of
two hours for this, giving us colour and sound.
The Pageant start was
plenty of time to get used
to the river conditions and signalled by the steam

The rowers, from left: Sue Stickney, KimTester, Maureen Connelly-Webster, Phoebe Millar, Francis Hegarty, in front is cox, Nick Holmes; also
in the crew was Lucilla Spencer-Phillips

get ready for the hazards of
rowing amongst hundreds of
other boats in such a confined
space. Gradually, as we neared
Battersea, the excitement grew
as more and more spectators
appeared on the riverbank, on
balconies and boats moored

engine Princess Elizabeth
sounding her whistle and
we were off on the sevenmile row to Tower Bridge.
A sedate pace of just 4
knots gave us plenty of
time to view the sites of
London from the river

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
Diligent club members prepare Torrent for
varnishing and painting
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A wide selection of prints and cards plus an
unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

TORRENT continued
with every twist and turn of the
river providing a new vista and
increasingly crowds of well-wishers.
A ‘hello’ to Boris, a salute to the
Queen, a wave from Kate and we
were on towards Westminster and
the London Eye, totally absorbed
in the excitement and sense of
occasion that we were involved in.
As the landmarks passed by, mixed
in with kayaks, dragon boats, skiffs
and Australian surfboats we passed
HMS Belfast, listening out for
the Fisherman’s Friends (but to
no avail) and finally passed under
Tower Bridge, marking the official
end of the Pageant.
Then with a further three miles
to go to Millwall and our ‘get off’
point, the heavens opened. Despite
this and to our surprise, the crowds
were still out to greet us nearly
all the way, but a slow journey in
driving wind and rain, together
with a long wait to disembark
meant that we were all frozen, but
still exhilarated by the time Torrent
was safely loaded onto its trailer.
The Crew: Nick Holmes,
Frances Hegarty, Sue Stickney,
Lucilla Spencer-Phillips, Maureen
Connelly-Webster, Kim Tester,
Phoebe Millar. Passengers: Charlie
Cox, Mike Stickney.
Special thanks to Nick for all his
work behind the scenes in securing
our invitation and to Jim ConnellyWebster who spent the weekend
towing Torrent and only saw the
Pageant on a big screen somewhere
along the route.
MS

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle
Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

FOR WEEKS, the residents
of Potters Lane had been
extending invitations and a
warm welcome to everyone
in the village to come
along to their Diamond
Jubilee Afternoon Street
Party on Tuesday, 5th June,
scheduled for 3pm. Hopes
of a break in the wet weather
prevailed until 1.30pm
when it was decided to
transfer the event to the
Village Hall instead. One
can only imagine the efforts
of all those concerned
to get the mountains of
fabulous food and liquid
refreshments transferred to
the alternative venue and
open the doors on time!

There was family fun,
buffet tables weighed
down with a fantastic
range of edible goodies,
friends getting together,
face painting and, of
course, voices raised in
song.
It was an exciting
and enjoyable occasion
given an additional thrill
when some members
of the Royal Family
took time off from their
hectic schedule to pay
us a surprise visit! Prince
Charles looked happy to
back in our midst again,
Prince William was
there with the Duchess

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Page 38 Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2012

Tori chose patriotic face painting to
complement her lovely dress whilst her
brother Jake decided that he would be
a pirate for the day

of Cambridge who treated us to a glimpse of another of
her fetching hats as she hovered behind Prince Charles
as he kindly posed for our
photographer!
All in all, it was a
great afternoon, welldone Potters Lane
and thanks to the
songsters, Roger
and Ben Nichols,
David
Pinn,
Chris Edwards,
John Maughan
and John Blunt.
ML.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Boscastle School combined
their Jubilee celebrations
with the official opening
of
the
valley
area.
Refreshments were served
and all the school children
and playgroup children were
presented with Diamond
Jubilee mugs.
On
Bank
Holiday
Monday, as well as the Nap
party (see page 10), the
Cobweb also held a music,
dance and fun extravaganza
to celebrate the Jubilee.

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

All around the village were happy faces, many of them
artistically painted by Tammy or Becky, and a myriad of
Union Jacks in every imaginable form -flags, hats, plates,
tablecloths, faces, bunting..
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Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

11

11

12

6

7

7

18

19

16

29

20

21

10

23

26

29

24

25

27

31

32

35

35

39

36

39

40

41

44

48

37

33

34

38

42

45

45

46

49

50

51

49

52

6 mountain in Greece

1 celebration

8 every

7 woodland flower

9 unit of length

11 boat

10 meadow

14 castle wall

12 chicken

15 support for golf ball

13 Greek wine

17 striking hard

16 mountain

18 finally

19 German industrial city

22 covered passageway

20 nursemaid

23 sweetheart

21 river in Hades

26 capital of Peru

23 flaw

27 fringed shawl

24 Scottish town

28 once more

25 garlic mayonnaise

31 image of oneself

26 former Italian money

32 extreme

29 frown

33 distance

30 capital of Georgia, USA

35 Samoan money

34 tourist

38 fluid measure

36 satellite of Jupiter

39 sungod

37 flightless bird

40 creamy dip

38 melody

43 fight with sword

40 edge of cloth

45 light from the sun

41 North America

48 resort in FLorida

42 attached to

50 animal doctor

43 marsh

51 neat

44 feline

52 small low island

46 creeping plant

Down

47 compass point

1 very large lorry

49 Italian river

2 fatty solid made from cream
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email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

PIRAN LETTINGS
Lettings and Property Management
All aspects of Residential
Lettings undertaken

Call Maria for a free market appraisal
0844 272 4950
www.piranlettings.co.uk

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

3 recede
5 wading bird

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour village,
with its spectacular
Tel: 01840 250412
coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

47

50

Across

4 young animal

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

23

30

43

9

6

17

22

28

9

14

15

29

5

8

13

18

4

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

answers on page 41

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

Correspondence

Dear Blowhole
A Big Thank You to all
those who were involved
with the Jubilee bonfire
and fireworks. It was a
brilliant display
Shirley Bannister

Dear Blowhole
The enclosed poem
was the result of a very
wet afternoon at our
caravan near Boscastle.
It may or may not be
useful to you - it may
be discarded, binned,
shredded, incinerated,
blown up, or otherwise
disposed of! This is just
a picture of Cornwall
in summer. Perhaps I
should at some time pen
a few lines on “Cornwall
in winter” - now there’s a
thought!
Many many thanks
for the “Blowhole” - it is
our link with our beloved
Cornwall
Best wishes
Mike Clay
longtime & frequent
visitor
Editor’s note: what did we do with
Mike Clay’s poem? See next column!

Down 1 juggernaut 2 butter 3 ebb 4 cob 5 ibis 6 Olympus
8 ea 9 ell 10 lea 12 hen 13 retsina 16 alp 19 ulm 20 ayah
21 lethe 23 blemish 24 Elgin 25 aioli 26 lira 29 glare
30 Atlanta 34 emmet 36 io 37 emu 38 music 40 hem
41 USA 42 on 43 fen 44 cat 46 ivy 47 ne 49 Po

John Rowley
Potters Bar

Across 1 jubilee 7 bluebell 11 throb 14 bailey
15 tee 17 slam 18 eventually 22 slype 23 beau
26 Lima 27 tallis 28 again 31 ego 32 ultra 33 mile 35 tala
38 minim 39 ra 40 houmous 43 fence 45 sunshine
48 Tampa 50 vet 51 neat 52 cay

yours

THOUGHTS OF AN EMMET
To the west - to the far west
To Cornwall
West of Tamar’s stream on
Cornwall’s rim,
To the moorland miles and the
bold sea-skirted cliffs
And headlands like fingers
probing the western sea.
To the surf and the sand and
Atlantic tides encroaching To the silent tin-mines and
their sleeping chimneys,
To the bustle and shouted
laughter on crowded beaches
And the cream teas, the ices,
the spades and the coloured
kites.
And on, further on, where
England finally ends
And three thousand miles of
ocean lie beyond To the Fortunate Isles, whitesanded and remote
And the peace of a summer’s
day, sun-soaked and clear,
Where day runs into day and
nothing changes,
Except for human needs and
aspirations
Striving to retain a quality of
life.

Answers to Crossword:

Dear Blowhole
We have just been
staying in the area, the
Spring blowhole was a
good read, well worth
the £1.
Regarding
the
editorial on wind farms,
as a visitor I do not find
them unsightly, they
are now as much a part
of the skyline as the tin
mine engine houses.

News from the Lookout

We had a very sad start
to the beginning of our
year with the passing of
our Rosters Secretary,
Margaret Hunt. She
and her husband Colin
played key roles in
the local organisation
and she was always
ready to accommodate
individual preferences
for watchkeeping, if
she could. It was no
surprise to anyone that
over 25 members turned
out for her funeral at St
Teath, a demonstration
of the truth in one of
her favourite phrases
“We haven’t made
acquaintances
in
Cornwall, only friends”.
She is sorely missed.
Our colleagues at
Stepper Point, Padstow,
laid on an excellent Quiz
Evening and Raffle at
the Red Lion at St.Kew

- a closely fought contest
stretched
everyone’s
knowledge of the county
and the coastline!
It’s also time for us to
thank Sainsbury’s at Bude
for choosing us as their
Charity of the Year.Their
support over the last 12
months raised our profile
in the area and made a
very positive contribution
to our funds that will
enable us to maintain the
station and equipment in
the coming year.
By the time you read
this we will have manned
our annual stand at the
Royal Cornwall Show to
encourage a few more
people to come and see
what we do.
Don’t forget we are
always happy to say
“Hello” and give you or
your guests an idea of
the sea state if you call us
on 07837610410. We’d
be even more delighted
if any of you considered
joining as Watchkeepers.
If you are interested in
spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, John Davis on
07791761502.

The Blowhole team knows
that Mr Clay is a regular
subscriber & wonders
whether Mr Rowley got his
copy from one of the kind
people who sell the magazine
for us, the latest ones being
Andy Humphreys and
Helen Setterington at the
Old Forge. Many thanks
to you all and to everyone
else who helps to keep the
Blowhole afloat :)
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Concentrate, just concentrate!
Ann Rodda muses:
‘What it lacks in interest,
it makes up for in brevity’
muttered the editor. I will
heed the not-so-hidden
warning in the editor’s
words as she commented
on a document the identity
of which I will not reveal
in the interests of avoiding
repercussions from the
author, and do my utmost
to keep these ramblings
brief. I could have said
the this was in response
to repeated requests from
our readers, but that would
not be true, because as far
as I am aware no-one has
ever once mentioned me in
correspondence, dispatches
or, indeed, anything else
of any note. So far, so
good then. Managed to
get away with it so far: just
be grateful, I say. It was a
very near thing: the choice
of whether to write about
patronising or irony. I
think I may have decided
to come down on the side
of irony, leaving the ground
clear for an exploration of
patronising for Christmas.
What a lovely present for
all my lucky readers. Back
to brevity.
Having
recently
returned from one of my
not infrequent trips to
Ireland, to Cobh in the
county of Cork, I can say to
you that most conversations
in which I have participated
there have lacked neither in
interest nor yet brevity. In
fact, I would go so far to say
they are, the conversations,
that is, famous for both
their interesting and their
far from brief nature. One
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of my favourite aspects
of the country is the way
in which one can be the
recipient of information
which, although it may be
regarded as superfluous,
is nonetheless fascinating
and memorable. Take,
for example, the one way
street in Cobh, which,
unsurprisingly, has large
traditional red and white
‘No Entry’ signs clearly
displayed on both sides of
the road as one turns into it.
Perhaps more surprisingly,
the local worthies charged
with the provision of such
Road Safety Information,
not content with such
paucity of information,
after approximately fifty
yards down this same
road have furnished two
prominent yellow and
black signs which bear
the legend ‘Wrong Way
Turn Back’. Don’t say you
weren’t warned.
Such zeal is sadly not
always evident in the
provision of information
to visitors to the island,
Great Island, on which the
town of Cobh is situated.
When I enquired at the
newsagents in the town,
-which appears to be a
well stocked newsagents,
offering a wide choice of
newspapers,
magazines
and other sundries one
might expect to find in
such an establishment- if
they could sell me a map
of Great Island, I was told
that no such thing existed.
I could have a map of Cobh
itself, a street map, but no
map of the entire island
continued on page 43

‘IN SAFE HANDS’
RETIRED POLICE OFFICER
AND WIFE TEAM OFFER THE
FOLLOWING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY
PROPERTIES IN BOSCASTLE:
KEY HOLDING
MEETING AND GREETING GUESTS
CLEANING, MAINTENANCE,
OR, JUST GOING AWAY AND NEED
SOMEONE TO KEEP AN EYE
CALL FOR QUOTE

Tel: 07890309069

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374

Concentrate, just concentrate! MK Computers
continued from page 42

had ever been produced.
So, there was no way of
revealing the routes of the
many small and mysterious
country
roads
which
have
unpronounceable
and
extremely
long
destinations.
Clearly,
unless you already have a
pretty good idea of where
you are going or where you
want to end up, you had
better not venture too far
without a well-informed
guide
with
personal
experience of the area. I
have therefore absolutely
no idea of what an Irish
Satnav could possibly base
its commentary on. Perhaps
it says quite frequently, ‘At
the first opportunity turn
round’.
Some friends who were
travelling by car around
the famous and scenic Ring
of Kerry were using, as the
English naively do, a map.
They arrived at a puzzling
crossroads where the sign
for a particular village
was pointing in exactly
the opposite direction to
the direction indicated by
the map. On enquiring
of a local resident which
the correct way was, they
were told without a hint
of sarcasm, irony, or any
indication at all that
anything even remotely
untoward was going on,
‘Oh, yes, it’s been like that
since the war: it was put like
that to confuse the enemy.’
Quite right, too.
One area of unbeatable
& impenetrable confusion,
which is enjoying an insane
popularity by people grossly
overpaid to produce it, is,

of course, the area of official
gobbledegook, a mine of
precious and ridiculous
misuse of our native
language. A district council
in Essex, allegedly, has
renamed its Street Cleaning
and Rubbish Collection
Department, wait for it,
‘Life Opportunities’ and
is calling its Housing
Department, here it is,
‘Public Experience’. So, be
very, very careful if you are
considering applying for a
job in Essex: you could be
in for a surprise when you
get to the interview. I read,
too, with some sadness,
that a tortoise refuge, that’s
right, a tortoise refuge, in a
garden at Sticker may have
to be closed as the tortoises
have been classified as ‘wild
animals’, and the premises
have been reclassified as a
zoo with all the attendant
legislation. Wild tortoise
on the loose, eh? Thank
goodness we have the
County Council with our
interests at heart, eager to
spend our council tax on
protecting us from the fear
of a terrifying attack of
massed tortoises.

♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

AR.
Save Used Stamps
Another reminder that
Myrna Lester collects used
stamps all year round. They
can be left in the designated
containers in Bottreaux,
Tintagel and Camelford
surgeries or just pop them
through the letter box at
8 Pentargon Road. The
stamps go to raise money
for the Royal National
Insitute for the Blind.

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Post Office at Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours
Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the
harbour carpark on Fridays
from 1pm until 1.30pm.

Mobile Library

Tel: 0300 1234111

Calls on alternate Thursdays
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.50 – 12.15

Camelford Library

Town Hall, Market Place

Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

09.30 - 18.30
09.30 - 17.00
09.30 - 13.30
10.00 - 13.00

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday
9am – 4pm
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Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 214818
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
Chairman:
01840 250414
Clerk:
01840 210017
email clerk to the council: forminpc@gmail.com
Village Hall Bookings:

01840 211343

Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

0300 1234222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:

0800 365 900

