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Pictured at the Royal Cornwall Show this year is Champion Jacob Sheep Trafalgar Admiral 
Isakov, with judge Stan Taylor, owner Deborah Ruscombe-King and stockman Colin Jose.
The ram took first prize for Adult Ram, Jacob Male Champion and Jacob Breed Champion.  
The ram’s half sister, Trafalgar India was Jacob Female and Breed Champion at the Devon 
County show in May.  The names chosen for the breed begins with a different letter each year 
and the ram is always named after an admiral.
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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for publication.

The views expressed in the magazine are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.

The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Gloria Quinlan,  
Daphne Rogers, Ann and Chris Rodda, Mary Shepherd.

The next Blowhole will be published in September.  The deadline for copy is 28th August 
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it, 

and the publication date may be delayed.  Thank you.

Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2 per issue.
Please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk  or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.

For advertising queries, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL 

 or by email to:  boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700

email:  easy.print@btconnect.com

PENNING
P A I N T I N G
Private and commercial Painters and decorators

COrNWALL DEvON

01840 250047     01626 337596

Building &
ProPerty Maintenance

Editorial
Our appeal - made in 
this space in the Spring 
Blowhole - for help in 
running the Boscastle 
Branch of the WEA only 
received one expression 
of interest. Thank you, 
Donna.

The WEA have 
reached the conclusion 
that producing the 
Blowhole does not really 
fit in with their aims & 
objectives and should be 
run independantly.

The WEA stressed that 
there can still be courses in 
the village. They would be 
organised from the county 
office in Truro. If anyone 
wants to find out more, 
contact Andrea Stevens on 
01872 320036. 

We applied to the Parish 
Council for money from 
their Community Fund  
and were delighted to be 
given a grant of £1000. 
This will ensure that the 
Blowhole would be able to 
pay printing costs for the 

rest of the year. Thank you 
very much, Parish Council, 
for this financial support.

On a completely 
different topic, did 
you know that you can 
buy composting bins, 
wormerys, bokashi bins 
and a kitchen scrap caddy 
at discounted prices from 
recyclenow.com? I have just 
purchased a ‘Green Joanna’ 
for £20 including delivery. 
The blurb says that with 
this bin you can include 
cooked and uncooked food, 

meat, fish, bones etc into 
the compost mix. It comes 
fitted with a ventilated 
base plate designed to keep 
out unwanted pests such as 
rats. Phew!

The website also 
has some useful tips on 
composting. If you do not 
use the internet but are 
interested in buying a bin 
phone 0845 076 0223. The 
order line is open Monday 
to Friday, from 9am to 
5.00pm

PA
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Valency
Taxis

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084
Reliable & Friendly Service

Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Open Gardens
Carole Vincent and Alex 
Stewart will be opening 
their gardens again at Half 
Acre and Wildwood on Sat 
20th and Sun 21st June 
from 1.30 - 5.30 under the 
National Gardens Scheme. 
This charity supports the 
Macmillan and Marie 
Curie Nurses and Hospice 
Care.

There will be an 
exhibition of garden 
paintings at Half Acre as 
well as home-made teas 
and plants for sale.

Community & 
Recreation Centre
The Community Centre 
requires help with the 
maintenance of the garden 
area around the Centre. 
We would like to hear 
from anyone who would 
volunteer some time to keep 
this area looking pristine 
for the community.

Anyone interested 
please contact: Dave Ferrett 
on 01840 250414.

Children’s Centre
Children from Boscastle 
and Tintagel came together 
at Tintagel Children’s 
Centre to support the 
Children in Need Appeal.  
They raised funds by 
dressing in their pyjamas 
for the day, and holding 
a raffle for a Pudsey teddy 
bear. Great fun was had by 
all and a total of £85.19 
was raised.

Bishop Tim visits
The Bishop of The Diocese 
of Truro Tim Thornton 
lead a Eucharist Service 
at Trevalga Church on 
Thursday May 7. Some of 
the congregation enjoyed a 
bring and share lunch after 
the service at the Rectory 
Forrabury which gave 
every one a chance to chat 
with Bishop Tim.
Thanks to Val Gill for the 
picture.

Pictured from left to right, Valerie Gill, Reader Janet Brown, Jennie Coles, Ruth Parsons, Curate Michael Parsons, Bishop Tim Thornton, 
Reader Michael Davey, Father Robert Thewsey Priest-in-Charge Boscastle with Davidstow Group of Churches, 

Robin Moore, Arthur Nichols, Jill Smith, Peter Brown, Bob Pethick.

Local Elections
At the local elections 
for the Tintagel Ward of 
the Unitary Authority, 
Glenton Brown was elected 
with 716 votes. This was 
a majority of 267 over 
Anthony Brewer with 449 
and Paul Heath who had 
435 votes.

Unfortunately Janey 
Comber, who was standing 
in the Camelford Ward,  
was not elected.

Village of the year 
competiton
This competition isn’t just 
about how a place looks, 
it’s really about what makes 
a community tick and what 
gives a community that 
elusive vibrancy. Judges also 
look for tidy walls, hedges, 
gutters and public areas.

Shortlisted villages are 
visited by judges in June 
or July and the winning 
village then goes on to 
represent Cornwall in the 
West of England round. 
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R. MEARS
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392

info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

Day of 
Celebration & 
Festivity
A day of celebration and 
festivity in the harbour 
and on the Valency House 
Lawn, (by kind permission 
of Jane Castling) will take 
place on Sunday 30 August 
2009.

The day will start with 
an all age Eucharist service 
at 10.30am. This is followed 
at 11am by a grand fete 
with bar-b-que; cream teas 
and other stalls to raise 
funds for the Boscastle 
Group of Churches and 
also a number of other local 
charities. Entertainment 
will be provided by Bodmin 
College Jazz Orchestra; 
Jimmy the Jester and others. 
The grand draw raffle will 
be drawn at 3pm.

The day ends with our 
traditional Songs of Praise 
lead by St Gennys Silver 
Band down by the inner 
harbour arm at 6pm with a 
collection in aid of RNLI.

Do please all come 
along and take part in all 
or part of the activities.

Gloria Quinlan gives 
us all the info on the 
switchover:
You have seen the TV 
adverts! You (should) have 
had the leaflets! You may 
have attended the talk! So 
are you DS Ready! In case 
you are wondering ‘What 
the Blazes is she going on 
about?’ I’ll explain, for all 
those who may have been 
in Outer Mongolia for the 
past two or three years.

Digital Switchover 
begins in this area on the 8th 
July and will be completed 
on 5th August 2009. If you 
are not DS Ready you will 
be in a TV-Free Zone. Mr 
Nigel Newberry, a speaker 
from Age Concern, visited 
Boscastle WI on 12th May 
to explain the ins and outs 
of the Digital Switchover. 
Cornwall has two relay 
stations one at Caradon 
the other at Redruth. It is 
the Redruth Relay Station 
that sends the signal to 
the mast on the Stitches 
and from there to our 
television sets.

On 8th July, BBC2 
will be switched off to be 
replaced by six channels 
and from this date you will 
need digital equipment to 
be able to watch television. 
He told the members and 
guests that if you have a 
Satellite Dish you need do 
nothing. Your system will be 
upgraded by ‘a magic eye’. 
However, those who have 
a Digital box, Freeview, 
Top Up TV or BT Vision 
will have to retune the box 
at this and the later stage 
of the switchover. On the 
5th August the Analogue 
system will be turned off 
completely and all 30 
digital programmes will be 
available. This should occur 
mid afternoon on 5th August 
(so as not to interfere with 
the late night film!). For 
those with internet access 
there is a Digital UK web 
page which gives the times 
of the Switchover for each 
area.

Nigel claimed that 
‘if you get a good signal 
now (i.e. if you get 5 or 
more channels) you will 
get a good signal when 
Switchover occurs”. He 
also said ‘Don’t panic’ by 
going out and buying a new 
aerial before the Switchover 

occurs because the digital 
signal is stronger than the 
present analogue signal. 
Wait and see you may find 
that your present aerial will 
do the job. However, he 
gave a word of warning to 
those who have a loft aerial. 
Make sure your loft isn’t full 
of Christmas decorations 
and clutter since this may 
prevent the signal from 
reaching the aerial. Some 
old Digital boxes can’t take 
the new signal so will have 
to be replaced. You may 
need a new recorder too as 
the old type won’t recognise 
the new signal. However, 
don’t do as one lady did and 
throw out the old recorder, 
it has a memory so it still 
works, especially if it plays 
tapes as well as DVD’s. 

Nigel recommended 
that, if you are aged 75 
or over, you should take 
advantage of the technical 
help offered. He considered 
that, at £40, it is a good 
deal, being the combined 
sum for the equipment 
and engineers’ time. An 
information sheet was given 
out at the WI meeting and 
should clear any problems 
you may have in Switching 
over. Good luck.

GQ

D for DS Ready
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Tintagel Orpheus 
Choir Programme
JUNE
21st Joint Concert with 
Bristol Uni Madrigal 
Group in aid of 
‘Lifeboats’ - Tintagel 
Methodist - 7.30pm
23rd Choir AGM
27th Safari Supper
JULY
4th Joint Concert with 
Allen Valley Singers - St 
Endellion
9th Camelford Charter 
Day - Masons Arms 
8.00pm 
23rd Summer Concert 
- Tintagel Social Hall
25th Lanteglos Flower 
Festival
AUGUST
6th Summer Concert - 
Tintagel Social Hall
20th Summer Concert 
- Tintagel Social Hall
26th Summer Fundraiser 
- Tintagel W.I. -11 till 4
27th Open Air Concert - 
Padstow - in aid of RNLI

SEPTEMBER
3rd Summer Concert - 
Tintagel Social Hall

20th “Hymns of Praise” 
- Canworthy Water 
Methodist
The Choir meet for 
practise in the Methodist 
Schoolroom, Tintagel, 
on Tuesday evenings at 
7.15 pm. New members 
are always welcome, 
for further information 
contact the Chairman 
on 01566781345
Website:

Popping in to Forrabury 
church for copies of the 
Church News Shirley 
Bannister spotted that the 
door to the tower was ajar 
and that the key was in 
the lock. Concerned about 
security, she checked that 
there was nobody inside, 
locked the door and took 
the key to the rectory only 
to find that there was no 
one at home.

Shirley decided to leave 
it in the safe keeping of Bob 
Clark who is a member 
of the PCC. And whilst 
chatting with him and 

Former Church Warden locks Vicar in tower!

his wife Jill it was noticed 
that the Cornish flag was 
flying again after a few days 
absence. They immediately 
realised that there may 
have been someone in the 
tower after all. Bob hurried 
round to the church and 
finding the tower empty 
and the door locked went 
back to the rectory where 
Rev Robert and his wife 
Margaret greeted him with 
their tale of woe.

They had gone on to 
the roof of the tower to 
replace the Cornish flag 
which had been blown 

away in a recent storm and 
descended to find they were 
locked in. Fortunately two 
visitors heard their cries 
and managed to force open 
a window in the tower 
screen so that they were 
able to clamber out. The 
visitors were staying at the 
Old Coach House which 
is run by David Flower’s 
daughter and as soon as she 
heard what had happened 
telephoned her father who 
wasted no time taking up 
the story.

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

tintagelmalevoicechoir.org.uk

“Nestled into the beautiful 
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour, 
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”

www.valencybandb.com

Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF

01840 250397

Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering

ValencyValencyValency

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

The new flag flying on 
Forrabury Church tower
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The Exhibition of Works by 
the Boscastle Group – their 
fourth to be held at John 
Blight’s Camelford Gallery 
from May 23rd – June 8th 
– sadly over by the time 
your read this is - often 
our fate being a quarterly 
publication. The event, 
nevertheless, prompted 
this review.

The connection between 
this lively group of artists 
and Boscastle remains 
ongoing. They formed 
some years ago when taking 
“Open College of Arts” 
courses at artist and sculptor 
Carole Vincent’s studio 
at Half Acre, Boscastle – 
wonderfully fertile ground 
for the encouragement of 
creativity! Most members 
of the group live in 
Cornwall but others come 
from Devon, Somerset, 
Hampshire and Kent 
where they also exhibit 
individually along with 
shows at Boscastle, St Ives, 
St Austell and Camelford. 
Although very different 
artists, their works hang 
well together, despite the 
differences in style and 
handlng of materials. They 
have a shared “feel”, and an 
energy able to confidently 
bridge the figurative and 

abstract, often displaying a 
joy in our landscape, and a 
control of space.

I have personally 
greatly enjoyed seeing 
the development of their 
work and ideas. According 
to Mary Lowden, of the 
group, John Blight made 
an observation that, as 
a group they now show 

maturity, confidence and 
polish as artists about 
putting their statements 
on the wall and presenting 
them well. This has grown, 
I feel, out of the experience 

of talking, thinking and 
working together, and 
in the development and 
exchange of ideas. The best 
of University experience in 
fact, well fostered by Carole 
Vincent’s approach to her 
classes at Half Acre.

John Blight at his 
gallery in Camelford has 
also enhanced the Cornish 
Art scene in his own 
right. As a versatile artist, 
exhibiting widely and as 
the creator of this small but 
seemingly spacious Gallery 
with its special relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere, he is 
always around to chat, but 
never dominates. One feels 
there is no hurry and there 

Celebrating a Group of Artists and a Gallery
is all the time in the world 
to stroll around and really 
look at the work.

John is looking forward 
to celebrating the Tenth 
Anniversary of the Gallery 
next year so watch out for 
a Celebration. I am sure 
we all wish him, and his 
exhibitors, a very successful 
future.

JC

If you have missed the 
Exhibition, there will 
be more work on show 
at Half Acre during the 
“Open Gardens” event on 
June 20th and 21st.
The Annual Exhibition of 
Half Acre artists will co-
incide with the Boscastle 
Food and Arts Event on 
October 3rd and 4th.

shell is concrete 
by  Carolyn Panter

Barbara Wallace and Felicity Hutton talking to  
friends at the opening

Mary Lowden Watercolour

Napoleon Inn
01840 250204

Lunchtime and evening meals served 
daily 12 – 2pm & 6.30pm – 9pm
16th century pub full of character and 

charm situated at the top of the village with 
beautiful views over the valley and out to sea.

All food prepared on the premises, 
local produce is used wherever possible.

All events catered for.
A warm welcome awaits you.
Please telephone for details.

MK Computers
PC Upgrades and Repair

Virus Removal and Protection

Custom PC Builds

Networking

Websites

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578
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It is good to be able to 
welcome a second volume 
of short stories from our 
local writer, Christopher 
Johnson: his first book, 
‘Daylight Robbery and 
Other Stories’, published 
in 2007, is now followed 
by ‘The Ice Cream Dream’. 
In the autumn of 2009 we 
are able to look forward to 
his first full-length novel, 
‘Twice Upon a Time in 
the West’. The language 
used in his short stories 
is familiar and accessible, 
coupled with painstaking 
attention to the detail of 
surroundings, atmosphere, 
personal appearance and 
behaviour, all of which give 
an immediacy and impact 
to the tales. For local 
readers there is a wealth of 
reference to various well-
known or familiar residents 
or scoundrels: so be careful 
what you say to Chris 
Johnson, there may be a 
story in it!

By focusing on ambient 
detail, CJ is able to conjure 
up an atmosphere which 
is convincing, whether it 
be humdrum or exotic. 

‘Love Hurts’, the first story, 
has a balance of homely 
UK ambiance and the 
more exotic surroundings 
of Iraq. CJ certainly 
demonstrates that he has 
an eye for manipulative 
and deceitful behaviour in 
‘Take Him Down Brown’, 
where questionable morals 
and practice seem to be 
rewarded.  Hope for us all, 
then!

I am impressed by CJ’s 
detailed understanding 
of the mechanics of 
successful embezzlement 
and his clear expertise in 
the art of disguise: once 
again, someone gets away 
with something and one 
is curiously sympathetic 
with the central figure of 
‘Odds Against’. The title 
story, ‘The Ice Cream 
Dream’ seems to contain 
some touching memories 
of a relationship whose 
poignancy lingers long after 
the event. Once more, there 
is evidence of a fascination 
with those whose lives are 
spent largely either on the 
edge of or beyond the reach 
of the law. 

In ‘Stranger Than 
Fiction’, it is indeed the 
long arm of coincidence 
which draws an innocent 
man into danger. And, 
finally, ‘Twilight’ alerts 
one to people’s credulous 
natures, and to how easily 
one can be deceived and 
manipulated. It seems it is 
unwise to take anything at 
face value! The collection 
of stories in ‘The Ice Cream 
Dream’ is a worthy successor 
to ‘Daylight Robbery’ and 
gives the reader fascinating 
glimpses into a world 
of coincidence, chance 
encounters, exploitation 

and quirkiness. The book, 
a limited edition, costs 
£9.99 and can be obtained 
locally from Rocky 
Road, the Newsagents 
& the Visitor Centre in 
Boscastle, Market Place in 
Camelford, Another Green 
World in Tintagel and 
from the author himself at 
Boscastle Language School, 
Tremorvah, Fore Street, 
Boscastle. There are a very 
few copies left of ‘Daylight 
Robbery’, which are in the 
possession of the author, 
so you could make him an 
offer he can’t refuse for one 
of those.

AR

Book Review: The Ice Cream Dream

www.emilyjane.co.uk

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of

witchcraft

open Daily  april - halloween  01840 250111
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March sees the start of a 
new year for the WI, and it 
has already been a busy one. 
We welcomed three new 
members so our numbers 
remain very healthy, but we 
can always find room for 
more.

On a very wet and 
windy evening in early 
March we held a cheese and 
wine evening at the home 
of one of our members, 
Janice Dunning. Partners 
were invited and a good 
time was had by all. We 
especially loved the ‘waiter’ 
for the evening who greeted 
all the ladies with a kiss on 
the hand and made us feel 
so special. Thank you John 
for that.

David Lamond of 
Pickwick Antiques was our 
first speaker of the year. 
He gave an interesting talk 
on the type of collectables 
that would appeal to ladies, 
stressing that collectable does 
not mean unaffordable.

Objects ranged from 
silverware and jewellery to 
teaspoons, glassware and 
teddy bears. He explained 
how gold and silver is 
hallmarked and how to 
identify quality items.

We visited Hawaii in 

April (well, a virtual Hawaii) 
care of one of our members, 
Di Davey, who talked about 
her life as a teacher for the 
Christian organisation 
‘Youth with a Mission’. Di 
had some wonderful slides 
of the dramatic volcanic 
activity and the flora and 
fauna, and talked about 
the traditional, sometimes 
eccentric customs the 
islanders have. For example, 
they love their women to 
be big and encourage them 
to eat plenty to aid this, so 
if you are feeling sensitive 
about your waistline, 
reading this should make 
you feel better!

Some of our members 
attended the annual Spring 
Countdown at the Hall of 
Cornwall in Truro where 
Sheila Dibnah, widow of 
the late Fred Dibnah, the 
steeplejack, treated us to a 
very entertaining talk about 
her life with him. Would 
you climb a tower 200ft 
high without a harness to 
prove your love, or put 
up with a stream of men 
relieving themselves into 
a huge vat outside your 
kitchen window to provide 
Fred with enough ‘petrol’ to 
help run a steam engine?!

April, too, saw the return 
of the ever popular Garden 
Club. On the last Tuesday 
of each month we visit a 
member’s garden to have a 

look round, gain some ideas 
and of course finish up with 
a cuppa and cakes! Very 
enjoyable especially if the 
sun shines.

In May, thoughts turned 
towards the WI Resolution 
for this year, SOS for Honey 
Bees, which will be debated 
at the Annual General 
Meeting in the Albert Hall 
in June.

There is great concern 
about the accelerating 
decline in the honey bee 
population and as they 
play a vital role in the 
pollination of food crops 
and in our environment, 
HM Government is being 
urged to increase funding 
for research into Bee 
Health. When put to the 
vote members unanimously 
agreed to support the 
resolution.

We welcomed also at 
our May meeting Nigel 
Newberry who came to talk 
about the Digital Switchover 
due to commence on 8th 
July. We welcomed visitors 
to this part of the meeting 
and a goodly number came 
to hear what Nigel had to say 
and to ask questions which 
have been concerning us 
about the switchover. (See 
GQ’s article on page X).

May has proved our 
busiest month yet. We held 

a coffee morning in aid of 
funds and raised the great 
sum of £293 of which 
we plan to donate half to 
Mount Edgcumbe Hospice. 
Our grateful thanks are 
due to all who came to 
support this event despite 
the weather, and to those 
who gave of their time and 
effort.

A party of 20, including 
some of our menfolk, 
visited Port Eliot House 
and Gardens at St Germans. 
The sun shone and all who 
went had a great time. As 
usual we rounded off the 
day with a cream tea at a 
nearby watering hole. I have 
to say it takes a brave person 
to serve WI members with 
a kettle of water in each 
hand and teabags produced 
from trouser pockets! 
Nevertheless it was most 
welcome.

Finally at the end of the 
month we are off to Bude 
to our County Chairman’s 
Coffee Morning which 
raises funds towards the 
cost of the WI marquee at 
the Royal Cornwall Show.

There is lots more in our 
programme for the rest of 
the year so if after reading 
this you feel the urge to 
come along and try us out 
you will be most welcome.

SV

WI members enjoying  Mary Shepherd’s garden
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Come And See For Yourself
tel: 01840 250230

www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

THE OLD MILL
BOSCASTLE

Antiques
Prints

Old Books
Bears
Linen 

Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards, 
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings, 

Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW

Phone: 01840 211054  Mobile: 07976 412374

Will undertake any interior or exterior work 
on your house including:

Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry  

Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for 

conservatories

One morning recently I 
popped into Camelford’s 
new One Stop Shop to 
see how the new service 
was operating. Replacing 
the old NCDC offices in 
College Lane, it was set 
up by the new Cornwall 
Council on 1st April to 
streamline inquiries on a 
range of Council matters 
- highways, planning, 
schools, transport and 
so forth, saving residents 
the time and expense of 
traveling to Bodmin or 
Truro.

The office can access 
and download planning 
applications, can process 
housing benefit forms, 
accept Council tax 
payments and rents, and 
generally help customers 
with queries on a range of 
matters.

Local planning 
applications are now 
considered alternately at 
the offices in Camelford 
and Liskeard. The One 
Stop Shop is open 9-5 
Mondays to Fridays.

I asked one of the two 
advisers, Denise Williams, 
how much demand there 
had been for the new service. 
“It has been very quiet,” 
she admitted, one reason 
being lack of publicity. The 
new authority has not yet 
printed leaflets or produced 
any advertising for the new 
One Stop Shops. Nor do 
they have a direct telephone 
line. Inquiries are dealt with 
in person or by dialling 
0300 1234 100 to a call 
centre which will redirect 
inquiries to a One Stop 
Shop. I was also concerned 
at the apparent lack of 
privacy, but I was told that 
there is an interview room 
to discuss benefits claim 
with an adviser.

These matters will be 
dealt with by the new Area 
Manager, Chris Sims, who 
will be in position from 
the 1st June. At the time of 
my visit however, he was 
not contactable in order to 
discuss these issues.

While most of the 
major functions of the old 

district councils will be 
absorbed into County Hall 
at Truro it is planned to 
have nineteen ‘Community 
Networks’. These will be 
panels brought together by 
area managers, representing 
both unitary and local 
representatives, town and 
parish councilors, local and 
voluntary organizations 
and other service providers 
such as police and health 
authorities. They are 
intended to give local 
communities a stronger 
voice in deciding policy on 
local issues. There is also 
the notion of ‘participatory 
budgeting’ to allocate 
resources where local 
communities decide they 
are most essential.

As yet there is no 
detail on how these 
Community Networks 
will function in practice, 
their exact composition, 
responsibilities or powers. 
It is hoped this will be 
provided through publicity 
and visits by area managers 
to local councils and 

Camelford’s One Stop Shop communities in order to 
explain their function. It 
will all, one hopes, become 
clearer in time, perhaps 
once the June elections for 
councillors for the unitary 
authority have taken place.

CR

Chris Sims can be 
contaced by email at 
csims1@cornwall.gov.uk
Phone 0300 1234 100
The postal address is:
Camelford One Stop Shop
College Road
Camelford
PL32 9TL
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We sell freshly 
baked pasties, 
handmade cakes, 
scones and pastries, 
sandwiches, rolls 
& baguettes made 
fresh to order and 
a large range of 
breads, crisps & 
handmade cookies, 

malcolm Barnecutt

4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

tel: 01840 250205

take-away teas, coffee, drinking chocolate  
Plus a large range of cold drinks.

Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster Parish Council meet in the Village Hall 
on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm. Members of 
the public are invited to attend and may address the Council 
during the first ten minutes of the meeting. A copy of the agenda 
is displayed on the Parish Council notice boards and website 
prior to all meetings. Minutes of previous meetings are displayed 
once they are approved by the Council.
For further information please contact the Parish Clerk: Bob 
Smith on 01840 250440 email formin.parish@virgin.net or 
visit: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

Parish Council 
Elections
The election for three 
vacant positions on the 
Parish Council took 
place on 26th February. 
The following three 
successful candidates gave 
a declaration of acceptance 
on 12th March. David 
Ferrett, Dr Christopher 
Jarvis and Mark Smith

AGM of Forrabury 
and Minster Parish 
Council
The AGM of the Council 
was held on 14th May 2009. 
A letter of resignation 
has been received from 
Philippa Arthan who has 
been a councillor for 10 
years..

Cllr Ferrett was elected 
Chairman for the meeting.  
Election of a permanent 

works has been published.  
Work on Old Road will 
not be undertaken until 
the winter.  Any resident 
with specific concerns were 
asked to contact a member 
of the Advisory Group.

Post Box and 
Notice Board at 
Dunn Street
Action has been taken to 
re-site a post box in Dunn 
Street. Work on this is still 
on going but is expected 
to be completed shortly, 
at which time the Notice 
Board can then be installed. 
Post box number PL35 25 is 
now installed in the car park 
of the Community Centre, 
last collection times are at 
4.30pm on Monday - Friday 
and 11.45am on Saturdays.

Minster Toilets
The Minster toilets remain 
open and maintained by 
Cornwall Council. The 
cost of maintaining these 
in 2006/7 was estimated to 
be £4,600 per annum. The 
Councillors agreed that 
they would not consider 
taking over the running of 
these toilets at present.

Community 
Funding
It was reported that the 
following organizations had 
applied for funds and been 
granted the following:
Boscastle Gig Club, £1,000 
to help with ongoing costs 
and with the purchase of 
lightweight oars for junior 
members.
Football Club, £1,000 
Boscastle Chamber of Trade 
and Commerce, £1,000 
towards the costs involved 
in providing Christmas 
Trees and lights.
Community Centre £2,000 
towards the cost of sound 
proofing tiles in the main 
hall. The Community 
Centre has already raised 
£1,500 towards this cost 
and the grant will enable 
them to proceed with the 
work. In addition, the 
Community Centre have 
raised the money required 
for the Archive Room.
Boscastle Blowhole, £1,000.  
The grant was paid in 
order for them to continue 
operating in the event of 
the WEA appropriating 
their reserves.

Chairman and Vice 
Chairman was deferred 
until the next monthly 
meeting  (June) of the 
Council.

South West Water
A member of the public 
voiced concerns about 
timing and compensation 
for work previously done 
in the harbour area and 
expressed the hope there 
will not be a similar 
situation with the sewage 
treatment works.  

Cllr Smith reassured the 
public that farmers were 
being well compensated for 
any loss of crops.

It has been agreed 
that the Sewage Advisory 
Group will represent village 
views at meetings and liaise 
with SWW on progressing 
the work. A schedule of 
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Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials

Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea

Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501

Co Cllr 
Glenton 
Brown 
writes:

gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk
01840 770302

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates

Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

Lower Meadows
Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation


Offering a warm welcome, our own parking, 
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.

Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk

new post box peeking out from behind a shrub

Parish Plan
At the Annual Parish 
meeting, Tracy Edwards 
from Cornwall Rural 
Community Council and 
Sally Lewis, Community 
Regeneration Officer at 
Cornwall Council, gave 
a presentation on Parish 
Plans.

The Parish Council 
discussed Parish Plans as 

an agenda item at the May 
meeting and it was agreed 
that a meeting should 
be called of all interested 
organizations in the Village 
in order to move forward 
the idea of starting work 
on a Parish plan. Anyone 
interested in being involved 
should contact a member 
of the Council or Arthur 
Bannister.

I would really like to begin 
by expressing my Thanks 
at the confidence and trust 
the Electors have placed 
in me, in returning me to 
County Hall.

I am so very grateful as 
I look at the overall results, 
and realise that there are 
only about thirty members 
returned to the New 
Council, and that the 123 
Members in total are people 
who have come across from 
District Councils, and 
many that are entirely new 
to Council work.

I look forward to 
continuing serving the 
people of this area, and 
cannot stress enough to 
contact me whenever the 
need arises.

The make up of the New 
Council now consists of 50 
Conservatives up from 9, 
32 Independents up from 
19, 38 Liberal Democrats 
down from 48, Labour 
now have no representation 
at all, and Mebyon Kernow 
have won 3 seats.

The poll was 47% in the 
Tintagel Electoral Division, 
and 42% County wide.

The feedback from the 
people of Cornwall during 
the Campaign has very 
much been on the lines for 
a good cooperative working 
relationship amongst the 
party’s for the people of 
Cornwall, and this I fully 
support.

The fact that it is 
now a hung Council will 
really demand a measure 
of cooperation to ensure 
issues get through that are 
of importance.

Cornwall has much to 
offer it’s people, and we 
must ensure that the big 
convergence Grant is wisely 
used and we take advantage 
of Newquay Airport for 
Business and Tourism, 
but emphasis is placed on 
housing, and affordable 
housing, and that Council 
Tax can be held to bearable 
levels in this very difficult 
monetary situation that 
the whole country is going 
through at this time.
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There was a time when all Government 
departments used the same range of 
envelopes all of which carried the 
wording “On Her Majesty’s Service”.  
We now live in the era of Government 
Agencies who are seen as separate 
business units – all with their own 
stationery, Roger and Webster. The 
tragedy of this is that they do not 
seem to work in cooperation with 
each other, which is seen for example 
in the non-government agency that 
is used by the Television Licensing 
Authority to collect money for them 
in our location, rather than the Post 
Office. With the focus being on 
achieving “value for money” we have 
lost the concept of working in the best 
interests of people within our local 
communities. There is here a conflict 
of two value statement  – what is 
more important money or people.

“On Her Majesty’s Service” 
seemed to indicate a unity within 
the circles of government that the 
interest was in working for the 
nations good. It would seem that 
some of those we elect to take a lead 
in this have, too, lost their way in the 
work they offered to do as Members 
of Parliament. We have all been 
shocked by the way in which some 
of our “Right Honourable Members” 
have abused the expenses entitlement 
which is associated with the role. By 
some there has been an abuse of the 
“privilege and trust” afforded them 
by people like ourselves.

In the preface of a book which was 
loaned to me a few days ago reference 
is made to a value statement made 
some 60 or 70 years ago – “Service 
to the community is the rent we pay 
for our room on earth”. It may sound 

old fashioned to some but it is good 
to ponder what it says to us about our 
attitudes to life and living.

In some of our written prayers in 
our Church tradition we pray that 
people will work for the “common 
good” – which I take to mean that 
we want people to be working for the 
well being of all people. This follows 
the thinking of Jesus – see John 
Chapter 13 in your Bible – when he 
took the role of the lowliest servant 
in washing the feet of his friends and 
commanded them to be prepared 
to fulfil such humble roles. He then 
went on to say that we must love 
(meaning having a loving concern) 
for each other as we have been loved.
There are things to be learnt from the 
mistakes(?) of others which can have 
a far reaching impact.

Bryan Ede

In our Methodist Circles things are 
changing over the coming months.  In 
July we bid farewell to the Rev Stella 
Long, who is based at Camelford 
and has been caring for our Boscastle 
fellowship over the past year.  We are 
now working towards merging the 
Camelford, Tintagel and Week St 
Mary Methodist  circuits in September 
2010.

Dear friends
Well the village is certainly getting 
busier with lots of holiday makers 
around, and what a joy it is to welcome 
them here, and especially to see them 
attending church and joining in with 
our community events.

Once again there are lots of things 
happening in church over the next 
few months, but I would really like 
to talk about just one of those events, 
and that is the Priesting of Michael. 

From the Methodist Minister:

From the Church of England

This special service will take place 
at St Merteriana, Minster on 28th 
June 2009 at 10.30am, and ALL are 
welcome.

This is probably the first time 
in Minster 1,500 years of history 
that a Priesting has taken place in 
this building, and it is also the first 
Priesting in the Diocese that our new 
Bishop, Bishop Tim, will be presiding 
at.  This is a really joyful occasion for 
this Group of Churches and it would 
be fantastic if the church was full at 
that service. 

Just so that there are no surprises 
when you do come and join us….. at 
that service the Altar at Minster will 
be moved into the choir area and the 
front choir stalls removed. This is to 
allow as many people as possible to 
see what is happening, and also to 
allow the choir to sit together as well 
as allowing for extra space for visiting 
clergy.

During the service Michael will 
be anointed with oil by the Bishop to 
show that this ministry is very special 
and important. Michael will also be 
prayed over by all the visiting Priests 
to show that his ministry is just a small 
part of a wider ecumenical church, 
and to that end the Revd Stella Long, 
our Methodist Minister, will also be in 
attendance, and will read the Gospel 
at the service. Afterwards there will 
be opportunity for people to have a 
word with the Bishop, and Michael, 
and also to join in with a ‘Bring and 
Share’ lunch. 

During that weekend there is also 
a Flower Festival in Minster church. 
Do please make this a special date in 
your diary where you come along and 
share in this exciting event.

On an entirely different note, at 
the Churches Annual Meeting, there 
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Boscastle Methodist Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274

Church of England:
Rev Robert Thewsey
The Rectory, Forrabury, Boscas-
tle
Tel: 01840 250359 

Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Religious Society of Friends:

Quakers meet each Sunday at 
10.30am in the John Betjeman 
Centre, Wadebridge

Contact Details:

was a question asked about the flag 
at Forrabury Church, and why it is 
currently always flying…..The simple 
answer is that I have been putting it up 
and Michael normally takes it down, 
however, as Michael hurt his leg the 
other week the flag has not come done 
since. 

What must be said though is that 
many, many, locals and visitors have 
remarked on how much they like to 
see the flag flying on the tower, all the 
time, and not just for a few special 
days in the year. The congregation 
and I then thought that we would ask 
you, the readers of the Blowhole, what 
you think. Do you like to see the flag 
always flying, or just for a few days 
a year? Please do let me know your 
thoughts.

However, since starting this article 
the flag was ripped off the pole in a 
storm and we are now trying to sort 
out the rope on the pole to once more 
fly a flag at all!!! So watch this space, or 
perhaps more aptly, watch that tower.

Anybody who has visited either 
Minster or Forrabury church will have 
also seen that we have recently started 
selling some new postcards of the 
church buildings, please do support 
the church by purchasing these and 
perhaps sending them to your friends 
as notelets, so that many more people 
can appreciate the beauty of our 
church buildings. There will soon be 
a mug picturing Forrabury Church, 
available; if this is successful then 
we might also commission a mug of 
Minster Church.

May I wish you all a joyful and 
peaceful Summer, and let us all pray 
that the sun will at last shine.

Yours in Christ., Fr Robert.

Born in Birmingham on the 17 
December 1926, the youngest of 
6 children (4 surviving), to May 
and Walter Garradley. Lucy in her 
early years was a sickly child and 
spent 9 months in hospital with 
rheumatic fever. She didn’t have a 
very privileged upbringing as her 
father died when she was 10 years 
of age, and at the age of 13 she had 
to leave school to start work as her 
brothers were away at war and her 
sister had married.

Lucy met Sam Rowledge at her 
workplace and they were married 
in Birmingham on the 27 March 
1948. They were blessed with 5 
children. She was a devoted wife 
and mother who ran a tight ship 
with 7 at home to take care of, 
including her mum who lived to 
the age of 91.

Her husband Sam died in 1989 
at the age of 64 when Lucy came to 
live with her eldest daughter Brenda, 
Malcolm and their children, as she was 
at that time ill with cancer. Thankfully 
her health improved and she quickly 
settled into her new life as “joint 
mum” of the household. 

Lucy was also blessed with 
10 grandchildren and 3 great 
granddaughters whom she cherished 
dearly, the youngest of whom, too 
young for conversation, would sit 
on Lucy’s lap speaking gibberish to 
which Lucy would then respond. 
Both incomprehensible, but both 
understanding each other.

She moved to Cornwall in 2000 
with Brenda and Malcolm and 
although shy at first she quickly became 
an active member of Trevena/ Tintagel 
WI, always willing to participate in 
any activities or fund raising.

Lucy RowLedge
1926-2009

Whilst we were compiling this 
issue of the Blowhole we were 
saddened to hear of the death 
of Peter Birbeck. We extend our 
sympathies to Alison & family.
We also wish to offer our 
condolences to the Sharp family 
following the death of Jonathan.
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Blades whirring
Heart racing

Help and rescue’s on the way
Friend or stranger?

In what danger?
Silently, I watch and pray.

The familiar throb, throb, throb of 
the helicopter blades is the first sign 
that the Cornwall Air Ambulance is 
overhead. Like a magnet, it draws me 
to the window to scan the sky in case 
it’s going to land in Boscastle. In May 
this year the Cornwall Air Ambulance 
visited Boscastle twice. Mentally, I 
checked off the villagers, wondering 
who would be journeying skyward to 
hospital, friend or stranger! Many of 
us will have known friends or relations 
who have made that flight to hospital 
and how glad we were to think that, 
once airborne, the journey would be 
swift and traffic free.

Cornwall Air Ambulance service 
started on 1st April 1987. It was the 
first helicopter emergency medical 
service in the UK. With widely 
scattered and remote communities, 
such as farms and moorland 
dwellings; inaccessible beaches and 
cliff tops, the service is invaluable. 
Since 1987 the Air Ambulance has 
completed 20,498 missions, flying 
to Truro or Plymouth, the two major 
accident and emergency hospitals, 
a distance of sixty miles apart. 
Should you ever need their services 
you can be reassured that within 2 
minutes of a 999 call the helicopter 
can be airborne, journeys take an 
estimated 11 minutes, with arrival 
time at hospital being an average of 
12 minutes and the helicopter has 
the facility to carry two stretcher 
patients. Apart from the pilot, the 
other trained members of staff on 
board are two paramedics.

Funding for this service comes 
almost entirely from the Cornish 
community; from public fundraising 
events and donations; local businesses 
and a modest amount from local 
authority. In 2009 the estimated 

Cornwall Air Ambulance and Barbara

sum required to keep the helicopter 
flying is around £1.6 million. The 
Air Ambulance does not receive 
central government funding but 
it is debateable whether such an 
arrangement would be beneficial to 
Cornwall, since that would allow the 
government to lay down the number 
of flights permitted in this county.

Cornwall Air Care Lotteries is the 
Air Ambulance fundraising charity. 
In Boscastle the representative of 
this organisation is Barbara Hopkins 
who can be seen on Tuesdays and 
Fridays distributing weekly leaflets 
to members of the Lottery. Barbara, 
despite health problems (she is waiting 
for a hip replacement operation) has 
been distributing the leaflets around 
the village for the past eight years. 
Asked by a previous distributer to 
take over the 120 members, Barbara 

saw the advantages of regularly 
meeting the Boscastle members of 
the Lottery.

We often see ‘Ollie’, Joan 
Kinsman’s Jack Russell, accompanying 
Barbara on her rounds. Although he 
has only been part of her team for 
three years, ‘He could do it on his 
own. He seems to know when it is 
Air Ambulance day’, Barbara said, 
laughingly. Sometimes he tries to 
persuade Barbara to change her route 
but, being the conscientious person 
she is, nothing deters her neither 
wind nor rain, frost nor snow – nor 
her health problems. She is hoping to 
increase the number of members she 
deals with after she recovers from her 
hip operation.

Cornwall Air Care Lotteries 
celebrated their tenth anniversary, 
two years ago and at the celebrations 

Barbara and Ollie
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Bottreaux Filling Station
Fresh locally produced meats

Fresh bread daily 
Wide range of groceries

Gluten free products stocked
Fresh fruit and vegetables

Off Licence
Opening hours:

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Support your local shop

Tel 01840 250108

Air Ambulance on Valency Lawn
Photograph by kind permission of Jane Castling

the chairman of FAAST (First Air 
Ambulance Trust) presented local 
agents with a plaque in recognition 
of their dedicated service and Barbara 
was amongst them. He said ‘without 
lottery income there would be no 
Air Ambulance’. When I thought 
about writing an article on the Air 
Ambulance and Barbara, I contacted 
Bill Pearce, Fundraising Consultant 
for the Cornwall Air Ambulance 
Trust, asking for information. He 
replied saying ‘Barbara is a most 
valued team member and during 
2008 collected £7000 from her 
Boscastle members....Without lottery 
income which raises over £8000 
weekly the Air ambulance would be 
under serious threat’.

Cornwall Air Ambulance web page: www.helimed181.co.uk.

At The Old Mill
01840 250223

Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts

Coffee  +  Light  +  Teas
Lunches

MILLER’S PANTRY

So if anyone in Boscastle, who 
is not already a member of the Air 
Ambulance Lottery, is interested in 
joining us, please contact Barbara. 
The Cornwall Air Ambulance 
Helicopter was at the Royal Cornwall 
Show this year, an opportunity for 
people to have a close up look and 
to find out more information. It is 
a service Cornwall can be proud of 
since, as their web site says ‘It was the 
first Air Ambulance, showing that, 
for once, Cornwall, so often looked 
upon as the poor relation from ‘out 
in the sticks’, was showing the rest of 
the country a lead which others are 
now following’

Gloria Quinlan

The Gallery and Museum are open Mon - Sat, 10 am - 5 pm, 
 1 April - 30 September.  (Wheelchair access to Museum only)

NORTH CORNWALL MUSEUM & GALLERY
The Clease • Camelford • PL32 9PL

Tel. 01840 212954
email: manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

6 July - 28 August: Four Seasons
Paintings by Jacqueline Jarvis, Woodturning by Mark Gibbons

25 May - 3 July: Colour, Mood & Texture
by Masako Whitehouse, Annette Wrathmell & Anna Smith

31 August - 30 September:
Paintings and Prints by Bridget Holden, 

Paint on Canvas by Jane Swan, Pottery by Sven Bayer
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Many (many) years ago 
(1958) when I first found 
Boscastle and made a life 
changing decision to come 
and live and work here, I 
was an apprentice potter and 
amateur archaeologist. I had 
directed three excavations 
in my old home village of 
Sanderstead which is now 
in Greater London. Two of 
these were of the Roman 
period, 43 – 410AD, and 
were published by the Surrey 
Archaeological Society.

Moving here made me 
determined to find any 
Roman connections to 
Boscastle. The two Roman 
milestones, one at Trethevey, 
and the other in Tintagel 
Church, indicated that they 
had passed this way and 
left their mark. Over the 
next few years from 1962 I 
found two possible Roman 
sites near here. One was a 
Romano-British village near 
Port Isaac which I reported 
to a leading archaeologist, 
the late Lady Aileen Fox 
who subsequently ran an 
excavation and proved my 
discovery. The other site was 
a little more contentious 
but only 2 miles north of 
Boscastle upon High Cliff. 

In the late 60’s a friend of 
mine, now a distinguished 
archaeologist, Professor 
Michael Farley, and I field 
walked a strange crop mark I 
had seen on the top of High 
Cliff. This turned out to be 
a rectangular earthwork of 
about 100 feet square but 
we found no artefactual 
dating evidence.

We knew it was similar 
to two known Roman 
signal stations, or light 
beacons along the North 
Devon coast which would 
have aided navigation of 
the Bristol Channel or The 
Seven Sea. This was a vital 
artery in Roman times as it 
was a marine trade route 
into the heartland of Roman 
Britain. The other known 
coastal signal stations are at 
Martinhoe and Old Burrow 
and date from the mid 1st 
century AD. These also are 
of a roughly square enclosure 
with an outside ditch topped 
by a wooden palisade. This 
would have housed a platoon 
sized garrison of 10 to 12 
men to keep a coastal watch 
and set the beacon ablaze to 
warn any vessels too close in 
and operate their part in the 
chain of lights if the need 
arose.

High Cliff, being 
Cornwall’s highest at 223 
metres, would fit in this 
chain perfectly, but be 
the only one recorded in 
Cornwall. Many subsequent 
visits to the site have proved 
it allusive. The field and 
light conditions have to be 
just right to see anything. It 
has taken many years and the 
advent of the computer to 
finally pin-point the site.

Perusing Boscastle on 
Google Earth recently, and 
tracking the aerial map 
northwards the earthwork 
became very evident. Try 
it! To prove that this is an 
early Roman fortlet would 
require a “geofizz” survey 
and a limited excavation. 
One can now speculate 
whether other signal stations 
are in this chain. The gap 
between North Devon and 
here indicates that the area 
around Hartland Point could 
pay investigation, whilst 
further west there should be 
at least two others; Tintagel 
a known Roman settlement 

called DUROCORNOVIO. 
There, on the Island, is a 
strange medieval square 
structure known as the 
“Garden” which is the right 
size and shape as High 
Cliff , is this built over a 
signal station? The other 
area worthy of examining 
is the Camel Estuary in 
which is the Roman harbour 
of ALLENUS PORTUS. 
The Rumps, an Iron Age 
stronghold, or Trevose Head 
would be likely sites for a 
beacon to guide and protect 
shipping using the River 
Camel. The Roman Fort at 
Nanstallon would have been 
serviced by sea.

Roman sites in Cornwall 
were all lightly defended 
and occupied for relatively 
short periods, 20 to 30 
years. During the Roman 
invasion in 43 AD Cornwall 
was peopled by the Celtic 
tribe called DUMNOVII 
who did not resist unduly 
but were content to take 
what Rome offered and 
trade their valuable metals, 

A RomAn FoRt on HigH CliFF
Amateur Archaeologist Roger Irving Little delves 
into previous uses of a local landmark

Boscastle Pottery

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the 
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware 
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most 

delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little

The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

Est: 1962

01840 250320

General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating

Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

PLUMBING AND HEATING
A M HIRCOCK
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copper and tin (bronze) 
for luxury goods and their 
independence from Roman 
Rule - an independence 
which outlasted the Romans 
until the 9th century AD.

Roman forts seem to be 
suddenly popping up all 
over the place. In 2007 one 
was found again by aerial 
photography in the field next 
to Restormel Castle, serviced 
in this case by the upper 
reaches of the River Fowey, 
and in 2008 yet another was 
discovered above Calstock, 
serviced again by sea up the 
River Tamar. Here also must 
surely be the lost Roman 
township of TAMARUS .So 
here just outside Boscastle, 
we may have another link to 
the emerging Roman military 
history of Cornwall.

Roger Irving Little.

This will be my last report 
as since the 2004 floods 
the Environment Agency 
have sited rain flow 
meters in and around 
the area. My garden has 
matured very much over 
the years that I have been 
recording and I do not feel 
inclined to start chopping 
down mature shrubs in 

2008 2009
January 184.1mm 178.1mm
February  73.5mm  92.6mm
March 151.2mm  76.8mm
April  88.1mm 105.6mm
May  73.9mm  94.2mm

Lesnewth Official Rain Station
Rainfall totals:  

The Blowhole team would like to thank Val for all the 
rainfall reports that she has supplied us with over the 
years. We will miss her informative contributions.
Have fun relaxing in your garden, Val.

order to give the gauges 
more space. For the 
Environment Agency this 
means less site visits and 
with today’s spiraling costs 
it all make for good sense. 
May be some one else will 
come forward and ask to 
submit their readings for 
the Blowhole.

Val Gill

David Flower would like to identify the vessel pictured 
above. He thinks it was taken in the 1976. Does anyone 
recognise the boat? If so, please let us know.

Can anyone identify this boat?
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On the 11th March 2009 the 
Birmingham Post reported ‘Two 
protégés of Raymond Blanc have 
launched a new Warwickshire eatery 
they hope will kick off the revival of 
the country pub.’ The two in question 
are our own local boy Nigel Brown 
and his business partner, Charles 
Harris. The Birmingham Post went 
on to say that both Nigel and Charles 
trained under Raymond Blanc in 
award-winning restaurants such 
as Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons, Le 
Champignon Sauvage in Cheltenham 
and Le Petit Blanc Brasserie in 
Birmingham.

The scene of their new venture 
is the 16th century pub ‘The Stag’ 
(formally known as the ‘Stag’s Head’) 
in Offchurch near Leamington Spa. 
Both the exterior and the interior have 
been given a makeover but their aim 
was to keep the traditional pub aspect 
of the business. As deputy manager 
Lizzie King told the Birmingham Post 
‘We felt there was a lot of opportunity 
for a proper pub. We feel the pub is 
a dying trade and we want to bring 
back the traditional country pub.’

Nigel and his partner think 
it is important to keep the pub’s 
traditional values and heritage, so 
by renaming the pub ‘The Stag’ they 
will mark a new era in its history, yet 
still retain its sense of belonging to 
the village and the locals. You have 
to admire these new brooms for their 
insight when you consider how the 
identity of many village institutions 
can be whittled away, when their 
historical names are lost.

Luxury self catering apartments

Tranquil location, distant sea views

* * * *
Open all year 01840 250599

Diane & Peter Bentall
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Being near the ancient footpaths 
Fosse Way and Welsh Road, they 
welcome walkers - and their dogs 
– with roaring log fires, tempting 
local beers and tasty country food. 
Naturally to Nigel and Charles food 
is just as important as the drinking 
side of the pub. Their menu consists 
of Anglo-French cuisine in the 
restaurant, as well as bar snacks. They 
aim to use fresh local produce where 
ever possible at ‘value for money 
prices’.

We wish them every success in 
their new venture.

Chef Nigel Brown

As I have been your new Postie for 
two months now, it’s about time I 
introduced myself properly. My name 
is Gerald and I am enjoying filling 
Darius’ shoes! Darius is working 
from Camelford Delivery Office now 
as Royal Mail has reduced Boscastle’s 
round to part-time hours and Darius 
has a full-time contract.

I have lived at the top part of the 
village with my wife Sue for nearly 
two years now and some of you may 
already recognize me from my dog 
walking jaunts around the village 
with our little dog Amy. Doing my 
new job has given me even more 
opportunity to get to know you all.

In fact, by the time you read 
this you may have also come across 
Sue who looked after Boscastle Post 
Office for Guy and Tracey while they 
had a well-earned holiday.

Just a little insight about how your 
mail gets to you: it is now sorted at 
Tintagel and then brought to me for 
delivery around the village. The time 
you actually get your mail through 
your door depends on how much 
there is to sort at the Sorting Office 
before it is brought out to Boscastle.

I would like to finish by thanking 
you all for my warm welcome, it has 
even made the steep roads easier!!

Gerald

Postie’s 
Corner

Camelford Country Dance

Every Thursday Night at

St John’s Ambulance Hall, 
Camelford

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Cost: £1.10 including
tea and biscuits

Contact Barbara Perry
01840 212655

Tai Chi Class
Wednesday Evenings

7:30pm – 8:30pm

Boscastle Community 
and Recreation Centre

with World Taiji Boxing 
Association instructor Keiron 

Chatterjea
£3-50 per class

For further information please 
call 01840 770921
or 07969 638567

or e-mail keiron.c@btinternet.com

Tai Chi Class
Wednesday Evenings

7:30pm – 8:30pm

Boscastle Community 
and Recreation Centre

with World Taiji Boxing 
Association instructor Keiron 

Chatterjea
£3-50 per class

For further information please 
call 01840 770921
or 07969 638567

or e-mail keiron.c@btinternet.com

Nigel Brown, Matt Earl (sous chef ), Charlie 
Harris and Lizzie King

www.thestagatoffchurch.com
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John and Jackie Brown are justifiably 
proud of their son Nigel’s (and 
daughter, Lucy’s) achievements. When 
I read the article in the Birmingham 
Post about Nigel Brown, my thoughts 
immediately went wandering back to 
the days of the Toby Jug, Boscastle.

Those of us with fond memories of 
the Toby Jug will recollect that Nigel’s 
interest in catering began before his 
training under Raymond Blanc. It 
started in The Toby Jug, under the 
eye of his father, John Brown. The 
Toby Jug was a family run business, 
set amongst the shops in the harbour. 
John and Nigel were the chefs, whilst 
John’s wife, Jackie, and daughter Lucy 
served the customers with a cheerful 
Cornish welcome. They started work 
at 6am, mainly for the fishermen 
who were grateful that they could 
stoke up on breakfast before they 
braved the elements at sea. John and 
his team would still be open at 10pm 
or later, serving holiday folk who 
were looking for wholesome Cornish 
home cooking.

John’s breakfasts brought new 
meaning to the expression - ‘Full 
English Breakfast’ and oh, those 
breakfasts!! I could smell the bacon as 

we travelled to our holiday, down the 
M5 (or perhaps I imagined it). My 
first encounter with Cornish Portions 
was sitting in the Toby Jug with a 
enormous plate of breakfast in front 
of me, rashers of crispy bacon; fried 
golden eggs, tasting nothing like the 
bland supermarket ones back home; 
succulent sausages, fat and glistening, 
mushrooms and tomatoes peeping 
out from amongst this ‘fit for a king’ 
breakfast. Nouvelle cuisine, what’s 
that!!! 

Apart from the fish, some the 
size of small sting rays, and chips; 
roast beef with Yorkshire puddings 
like mini islands; lemon meringue 
pies with meringue soaring up 
like foaming waves and chocolate 
gateaux, worthy to tempt an Inca 
chief (would we be able to work our 
way through them all before we went 
home??) it was the welcome we always 
received from John, Jackie and their 
family that impressed us most. Their 
work ethic was simple but effective 
– welcome the customers by being 
friendly and polite; provide good 
wholesome food and then they will 
want to return again and again - and 
we did. We were never made to feel 
like the holiday folk we were, we were 
welcomed like old friends every time 
we visited the Toby Jug. It’s a lesson 
that many catering establishments 
- from service stations to full blown 
restaurants - would do well to note.

Over the years life changed for the 
Browns, since Nigel and Lucy had 
pastures new to explore, as children 
should. The day came when they 
decided to retire. John and Jackie 
sold the business, a state of affairs 
that not only the fishermen regretted 
but they deserved their relaxation. 
Whilst the rest of us were holidaying 
in the summer sunshine they put in 
many years of long hours and hard 
work. Of course, they are not the sort 
of people to sit on their hands. Now 

Bottreaux Garage
Lock up garages 

and stores to let at 
Bottreaux Garage 

Boscastle

For further information 
call into garage or 

telephone 

01548-560500 or 
07767-294281

The Toby Jug - RemembeRed
Gloria Quinlan recalls happy times and good food: 

South West Water
South West Water has set up a 
dedicated website to keep people 
up-to-date with the progress of its 
sewage treatment scheme to serve the 
communities of Boscastle, Bossiney 
and Tintagel. The website is at:
www.southwestwater.co.uk/
bbtcleansweep

It contains all the latest news and 
information about the scheme and 
also the contact details for the project 
team.

There will also be a regular 
newsletter which will be posted on 
the website and put up on parish 
council notice boards in the area.

A resident liaison group has also 
been established to act as a link 
between the three villages, other 
interested parties and South West 
Water.

The liaison group members 
included representatives from the 
parish councils, Natural England, 
Environment Agency and local trade 
bodies.

For a full list of attendees and 
minutes from the meetings visit the 
website or ask the Bob Smith, the 
clerk to the parish council.

that they are retired, they are both 
still working, if only part-time but 
they have time to enjoy the summer 
sunshine, along with the rest of us, 
and do those things they didn’t have 
time for when working in the Toby 
Jug.

GQ

The website states that a ‘programme 
of archaeological recording has been 
agreed with Cornwall Council’s 
Historic Environment Advice 
Officer.’ We have heard rumours 
of some interesting finds and are 
looking forward to discovering more 
information, which we will publish 
in future Blowholes.
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Pickwick
Papers

I do like the service for 
evening prayer as set out 
in the Book of Common 
Prayer and whilst every act 
of worship is special then 
Choral Evensong for me 
has to be extra special. I 
recently attended just such 
a service at St Andrew’s in 
Stratton and my companion 
reflected on how he had 
been saying the same words 
since he was seven and thus 
a discussion ensued on 
the generations of people 
who had all uttered the 
same words in that sacred 
place. Those comfortable 
words regularly come 
under attack from the less 
than traditional members 
of the church and the use 
of the prayer book and the 
language that it uses is often 
cited by the modernists as a 
reason for the diminishing 
attendances at church.

I expect that by now 
you will have guessed that 
I am one of those people 
labelled a traditionalist and 
I do get a lot of stick from 
time to time especially from 
those who view people like 
me as being anti progress. 
I happen to believe that if 
something aint broke then 
it should not need mending 
and often the attempts to 
implement and sustain 
progress have less than the 
desired effect on society in 
general. Just this morning 
I had cause to point out 
to someone sitting in a 
remote call centre that the 
more advanced technology 
becomes the more difficult 
it seems to implement it; 
I had, I thought, made 
arrangements to alter 
my telephone system to 
another provider only 
to find that despite long 
previous discussions I was 
now without the 1571 
answering system! Not to 
worry it can be provided as 
an “add on”  but I  now have 
to ring back tomorrow as 

the system, for some reason, 
could not be accessed today 
- sounds familiar? I am at 
the moment feeling less 
than confident about my 
decision to change and 
wishing that I had left well 
alone and  stayed with BT. 
What is it they say - “better 
the devil you know”?

When we consider our 
lives, much is governed by 
tradition and even the most 
progressive of us fasten our 
clothes one way for men and 
another for women. The 
standards in our lives are 
often set by the traditions 
of our upbringing and we 
regularly use expressions 
such as, “my mother 
always said don’t  do this 
or don’t do that” or we 
might say that we always 
celebrate Christmas in 
the traditional way. That 
is a very simplistic way 
of looking at it but every 
culture has its traditions 
and in many instances you 
knock them at your peril; 
indeed it can be considered 
extreme bad manners not 
to observe some traditions 
- you have presumably 
heard of the tradition of 
ladies before gentlemen? 
Such traditions are passed 
on to us (for that is where 
the word comes from - the 
Latin traditionem meaning  

handing over or passing on) 
by word of mouth down 
the generations and we 
grew up never questioning 
the rights or wrongs since it 
was just what was expected 
as being the done thing.

One of the joys of 
village, or country life 
are the many customs or 
traditions that are observed 
and here in Cornwall the 
Helston Furry Dance and 
the Padstow Obby Oss date 
back to Pagan times along 
with such things as Well 
Dressing  and Maypoles 
and were designed to 
celebrate the coming of 
Spring. The Helston Furry 
dance is one of the oldest 
customs practised in Britain 
today and even demands 
that the dancers wear Lily 
of the Valley, which is 
Helston’s symbolic flower. 
The gentlemen wear it on 
the left, with the flowers 
pointing upwards, and the 
ladies wear it upside down 
on the opposite side; it 
doesn’t get more traditional 
than that! Indeed the 
tradition is commemorated 
in a song written in 1911 
by a lady called Katie Moss 
and the words and music 
that I learnt as a school boy 
living in Surrey in the early 
1950’s is with me to this 
day.

THE
HARBOUR 

LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names 
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

Muts Cuts
Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786
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Pickwick

Papers
continued

So many traditions die 
out because, in our wisdom, 
we move on modernising as 
we go and by so doing we 
lose a little of the richness 
of our natural heritage. Of 
course progress demands 
the death of some customs 
- I think of the street games 
played by children before 
the motor car became king 
and many others prohibited 
now by health and safety 
regulations. I wonder how 
many instances you can 
think of where traditional 
events or values have 
been discontinued to 
the detriment of local or 
national life. I wonder 
also how many traditions 
you might have instigated, 
perhaps within your own 
family group or within 
your local community; 
such events as Duck Race 
day and Songs of Praise in 
the Harbour all adding to 
the richness of our lives.

I cannot finish without 
mentioning the Cornish 
Pasty - each seem to have 
their own traditional 
“something” to add to the 
making of it and one lady 
in the village, who shall 
be nameless but I will for 
expedience call her Mary, 
castigated me for my less 
than expert crimping on 
one occasion so much so 
that I have never made 
another preferring to defer 
to the experts and so for me 
it has become traditional to 
always buy mine!

Relieve stress & tension with a 
back/body Swedish massage. 
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic 

massage with soothing 
essential oils.

Facial massage

lynne Kelly
By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

St Gennys & Local areas
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist

Tel: 07751 508800

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves 
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis, 
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain, 
minor aches and pains. 
Slimming Treatment. G5.

Can you be 
a charity 
champion?
A charity is looking for 
“champions” from our 
village - Are you retired, 
a student, working part-
time or simply wishing to 
support a local cause.

Cornwall Hospice 
Care, which runs Mount 
Edgcumbe Hospice in 
St. Austell and St. Julia’s 
Hospice in Hayle, would 
like to hear from anyone 
who can spare a few 
hours a month to act as 
a representative for the 
charity.

It can be anything 
from putting up posters 
on community notice 
boards and in village 
shops; to attending 
cheque presentations 
locally; attending events or 
delivering and picking up 
collection tins.

It costs more than £5 
million annually – that’s 
£11 a minute - to run 
the charity, which gives 
specialist care to many 
hundreds of patients who 
have a life limiting illness 
and supports their carers 
and loved ones.

If you are able to help 
the charity or would like 
to know more please call 
Sarah on 01726 874516 
or Karen/Clare on 01726 
66869.

Thank you.

In future and before we 
knock the traditionalist in 
our midst we should look 
to ourselves and discover 
how much of our life is in 
fact governed by tradition.

Mr Pickwick

A perennial problem is highlighted by the above 
picture: holiday let tenants are leaving rubbish out 
on Saturday mornings but the collection is not until 
the following Thursday. This is an open invitation to 
seagulls, foxes, rats, dogs etc etc. If only the bin bags 
were placed inside a dustbin ...
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Licensed Restaurant 
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee 

Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes 
Light Snacks, Hot Meals

All our food is cooked fresh to order using local pro-
duce wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order & 

we will have it ready for you to collect
Open daily February - October

Dogs (if on a lead) welcome in our Tea Garden

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE

I must begin this report 
with a sincere ‘thank you’ 
to the members of the 
Boscastle Parish Council 
who recently voted to 
award us such a generous 
donation. As many of you 
are aware, we have been 
fund raising for the last six 
months to cover the costs 
of a major refurbishment 
to Rival. The original quote 
for the repairs was just 
over £3,000, but as work 
progressed this grew to 
over £5,000, involving the 
replacement of over half 
her ribs, new seat supports 
and numerous repairs to 
the hull. This unexpected 
donation has therefore 
ensured that this and other 
outstanding projects can 
be completed without the 
club going into debt, for 
which we are very grateful.

2009 World 
Championship

A record number of 41 
club members travelled to 
the Isles of Scilly this year, 
both to support our race 

teams and enjoy the unique 
social atmosphere that the 
World Championships 
create.

Every year, the 
competition at this amazing 

event gets harder, with more 
boats and stronger, fitter 
teams meaning that simply 
achieving last year’s results 
is a major achievement. 
Add this to the limited 
training opportunities 
our main crews had this 
winter due to Rival’s 
non-availability and poor 
weather conditions makes 
their results even more 
outstanding, the Men’s 
team finishing 43rd from 
118 crews and the Ladies’ 
54th out of 113. We also 
fielded a Men’s Vets and B 
team plus a ‘scratch’ Ladies’ refurbished Rival on the beach at Bryher, IOS

Men’s A team leaving harbour
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w r perry & Son
Building contractors

stone masons
roofIng specialists

renovations/extensions
family business - established for

40 years
tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

B team thanks to rowers 
from Bude and Port Isaac 
who helped to make up the 
numbers.

But racing is only a part 
of the ‘Scillies experience’.  
There is an amazing social 
atmosphere throughout the 
three days, with over 2000 
rowers determined to have 
a good time regardless of 
the racing results. This year, 
on the Saturday evening 
the club organised a social 
evening at the Old Town 
Inn, run by a previous 
club member and Boscastle 
resident, Sue Champion. It 
was a great success, the pub 
was packed with rowers and 
locals, probably too much 
alcohol was consumed but 
this added to the singing 

Ladies’ A team crossing the line 

John & Cheryl singing at the Old Town Inn with Landlady Sue Champion behind the bar

led, as usual, by John and 
Cheryl Maughan.

Rocket Store
Contractual discussions 

are now underway with the 
National Trust with a view 
to the club taking over 
the Rocket Store to use 

as a clubhouse/store for a 
period of two years, during 
which time we will be able 
to decide on its suitability 
as a long term boathouse.  
Meanwhile, Torrent will 
return to her base on the 
harbour green in Boscastle, 
starting at the end of May.

Try Rowing
We are always looking 

for new members, both 
young and old and 
therefore will be running 
some ‘Try Rowing’ sessions 
in Boscastle when the 
tides and weather permit.  
Inevitably this means at 
short notice, so if you are 
interested keep an eye 
on the website for the 
latest information. www.
boscastlegigclub.org.uk

Alternatively, contact 
any of our current members 
or drop us an email, and 
come to one of our regular 
social rows on a Sunday. 
info@boscastlegigclub.org.
uk
The club will be entering 
several races this summer. 
Local events are on July 
19th at Rock, and August 
15th at Port Isaac.

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making

 All Styles of Heading 
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat

Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756 
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EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135

FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
DAN ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION

and
D. CORNISH PEST CONTROL
MOLES, MICE, RATS, WASPS,

WOODWORMING, DEER CONTROL,

FLEAS, BEDBUGS, ETC…

FAST, RELIABLE, FRIENDLY SERVICE

   01841 521812  
   07718 882478

info@dcornishpestcontrol.co.uk

This Spring Dr 
Christopher Jarvis 
announced his retirement 
from the Boscastle group 
of surgeries where he had 
been in practice since 
1979. Chris Rodda spoke 
to him recently on behalf 
of the Blowhole:
Born in 1947 in “RAF 
Lincolnshire” where his 
father was a serving officer, 
Chris was brought up and 
educated in Stamford. His 
medical career began at 
the prestigious “Bart’s” (St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital 
Medical College, as it was 
then known), specializing 
in anaesthesia. At Bart’s, 
Chris commented, you 
were either noted for 
playing rugger or taking 
part in student reviews, 
and there he wrote for 
productions directed by 
the late Graham Chapman, 
of Monty Python fame.

Having spent holidays 
in Cornwall as a child 
Chris was delighted to be 
appointed to a first post 
as houseman in Truro 
hospital. While a student 
he had been awarded an 
RAF cadetship and so was 
commissioned into its 
medical branch. After a 
couple of months’ officer 

training (“they assumed you 
were already a gentleman” 
says Chris), he gained 
experience in military and 
aviation medicine, an area 
of expertise he employed 
dealing with sports injuries 
when later he became 
medical officer for the 
British Olympic Cycling 
Team.

Chris started racing 
bikes as a twelve year old, 
a passion he still enjoys. 
After the RAF he was 
therefore happy to be asked 
to look after a racing team 
when he moved to Canada. 
In Cornwall Chris was a 
founder member of the 
Treliske Mafia, a group of 
young doctors who saw 
BTA - Been to America 
- as an essential part of 

their training. During his 
five years in Canada his 
mornings were spent in a 
hospital some 150 miles 
north of Toronto, the 
afternoons and evenings 
as a GP covering a vast 
area incorporating the 
Great Lakes and the Trans-
National Highway. In an 
era before air ambulances he 
reckons it was a broadening 
experience in every sense.

Chris met Peggy when 
she was a general staff 
nurse in Peterborough. 
They have two sons, 
Audley was Cornish born, 
Ashley in Canada. Today 
Audley works as a free-
lance journalist, Ashley 
works for JP Morgan in the 
IT Department.

After leaving Canada, 

Chris returned to Treliske 
as a Registrar before his 
appointment as a junior 
partner to Doctors Weir 
and Young in Boscastle.

Chris describes the 
practice then, situated in 
a house on New Road, as 
being rather like episodes in 
Dr Finlay’s Casebook, the 
two senior men effectively 
covering for each other 
rather than running a joint 
practice. There was no 
specific GP training, new 
entrants being flung in at 
the deep end. Now there 
has been a revolution in 
attitudes. A new GP must 
have had at least two years’ 
hospital experience as well 
as three years’ specialist 
training.

Chris maintains he is 
involved in “longitudinal” 
care. He has known most 
of his patients over three 
decades, many as friends, 
and is familiar with their 
medical history and personal 
circumstances. Doctors are 
now much more involved 
in pastoral care and adopt 
a holistic approach to 
medical problems. They 
are prepared to give advice 
on general health matters, 
life style and treatment 
options. Chris was also keen 
to work with adolescents, 
through instructional 

Dr Chris Jarvis Retires
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D. CORNISH PEST CONTROL
MOLES, MICE, RATS, WASPS,

WOODWORMING, DEER CONTROL,

FLEAS, BEDBUGS, ETC…

FAST, RELIABLE, FRIENDLY SERVICE

   01841 521812  
   07718 882478

info@dcornishpestcontrol.co.uk

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP

and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day 
essentials

Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat

Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE 
 01840 250344

talks at Sir James Smith’s 
on matters like personal 
relationships, sexually 
transmitted diseases and 
drug abuse. It is perhaps 
not too fanciful to describe 
him as one of the pillars of 
the community.

Chris has been a GP 
trainer himself for ten 
years. The thing he likes 
about that side of the job 
are the challenges young 
doctors present to older 
ideas of patient care as 
well as introducing new 
techniques and treatment 
methods.. The role of the 
counsellor has now assumed 
a much greater importance. 
The Lower Moor Treatment 
Works aluminium sulphate 
pollution incident threw up 
the need to deal en masse 
with people scared they 
had been poisoned, and 
their fears of the long term 
effects on themselves and 
future generations. This, 
coupled with the demands 
of the long-running 
inquiry afterwards, gave 
Chris and his colleagues the 
experience to deal with the 
personal traumas caused 
by the flood of 2004, and 
quickly enlist the aid of the 
various departments who 
could help people cope 
with the aftermath.

What are the nice bits of 
the job? Well, appreciation 
he says, Christmas cards 
and letters from people 
who have known him 
not just as a doctor but a 
ready ear and helpmeet in 
times of trouble. The most 
difficult part of his job, 
Chris concedes, is helping 
people deal with serious 
and sometimes terminal 
illness, every individual 

needing a different kind of 
advice and support.

In the future Chris will 
continue his long-standing 
association with the British 
Cycling Team, in the past 
having accompanied them 
as Chief Medical Officer 
to Los Angeles, Barcelona, 
Atlanta and Montreal. 
His many responsibilities 
include posts such as chief 
medical adviser to the 
Commonwealth Team at 
Kuala Lumpur, Manchester 
and Melbourne. He is a 
member of the British 
Olympic Association 
Medical Committee, a 
member of the International 
Cycling Federation Anti-
Doping Commission, and 
Medical Adviser to the 
Commonwealth Games 
England.

He will hopefully still 
be “on call” as a locum GP, 
and continue his advisory 
and consultancy work 
with international cycling 
teams, as a GP trainer 
and as parish councillor. 
Meanwhile the Old 
Rectory at Trevalga with its 
wonderful garden needs a 
lot of looking after. Chris, 
amongst many interests, 
is co-author of a standard 
text on Mulready’s, those 
beautifully designed early 
printed letter forms. He 
also plays the guitar, badly, 
he assures me, and getting 
worse with practice!      CR

Dr Chris Jarvis Retires cont. “BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED 

NORTH DEVON BEEF

Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order

Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798
HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE

4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast  
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available

Contact for further details and booking

   Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

Situated in the old,
upper part of this 
beautiful harbour 
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside

Tel: 01840 250412

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

●   9 ensuite Rooms
●   Bed and Breakfast
●   Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room
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WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

Pigs on Film Steal 
the Green Scene

“One word - fantastic”

- Davina & Paul 2008

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Rooms with breakfast

01840 250418
Five star

Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

HERITAGE
Renovation & Construction Ltd, and

Bespoke Joinery Ltd
Unit 2, Highfield Industrial Estate, Camelford  PL32 9RA

✠ Barn conversions   New Builds   Refurbishment works ✠
✠ Windows   Doors   Stairs   Kitchens ✠

✠  Contemporary and Traditional ✠

Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854
www.heritageonsite.co.uk      email: info@heritageonsite.co.uk

Building locally for over 20 years

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.

For further details please ring: 01840 250456
www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk

____________________________________

Four little pigs are set to 
become stars of a new 
film showing some of the 
best tourism destinations 
in Cornwall. The porky 
quartet will be seen when 
the movie gets its premier 
on You Tube. They were 
captured when the film crew 
moved onto Reddivallen 
Farm near Boscastle, a five-
star Gold award winning 
B&B run by Liz and 
Anthony Brewer.

The idea came from 
Shelley Barratt who as 
an Ambassador for the 
Cornwall Sustainable 
Tourism project, CoaST, 
was asked to find locations 
showing off the green side 
of the tourist industry. 
Shelley, the owner of 
Orchard Lodge, another 
five-star B&B in Boscastle, 
teamed up with the Brewers 
who kindly offered to 
provide the premises and 
expertise in a joint venture 
to produce home-reared 
pork and sausages for both 
B&Bs. It’s the second year 
the two businesses have got 
together to promote locally 
sourced and produced food 
and it’s proved a great hit 
with guests.

So when the film crew 

arrived and wanted some 
pictures to promote the 
green tourism agenda 
the pigs seemed a natural 
choice. The two-man crew 
also interviewed Shelley 
at Orchard Lodge and got 
shots of the business and 
around Boscastle, which 
has the unique distinction 
of boasting five Gold Green 
Tourism Business Scheme 
Awards – the highest 
concentration anywhere in 
the UK.

Funded by CoaST, 
the film features their 
Ambassadors across 
Cornwall and will be used 
as part of a campaign 
to promote sustainable 
tourism and show that 
going green doesn’t mean 
compromising quality.

“It was quite an 
experience taking the film 
crew around,” said Shelley, 
“We had to go over things 
several times to make 
sure they got the pictures 
they wanted. Of course, 
when we got to the pigs 
they weren’t at all camera 
shy and managed to steal 
the show. We’re now all 
looking forward to seeing 
the finished film.”

GB
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SELF STORAGE UNITS

Tregath Business Units
Camelford Station
PL32 9TZ

MINI DIGGERS & EQUIPMENT

Tel: 01840 211220

SMEETH HIRE

One day in 1867 the 
Reverend Stephen Hawker, 
vicar of Morwenstow, 
decided to visit Boscastle 
with a friend, a Dr. Jeune, 
who later became Bishop 
of Peterborough. His first 
sight of the village was 
“clusters of quaint old-
fashioned houses, grotesque 
and gabled, that appear as 
though they clung together 
for mutual support on the 
slope of that perilous cliff.”

They sought refuge for 
the night in the harbour-
side Ship Inn. “Here 
we received a smiling 
welcome from the hostess, 
a ruddy-visaged widow, 
- Joan Treworgy was her 
Keltic name - fubby and 
interjectional in figure, and 
manifestly better adapted 
for her abode at the foot of 
the hill than any mansion 
farther up. She was born 
two doors off; and except 
that she traveled up the hill 
to Forrabury to be married 
there, it appeared that 
a diameter of five yards 
would have defined the 
total circumference of her 
wandering life.”

The widow Treworgy 
summons help, and 

Hawker Visits Boscastle

“from some vasty deep 
underneath her house a 
grim and shaggy shape, 
who answered to the name 
of Tim” is fetched to take 
care of the horses.  Beds for 
the night were required. 
Gentry in the town, she 
stated, were accustomed 
to sleep “two in a bed” but 
Hawker prevailed upon her 
for one each.

The sole fare for the 
evening meal was “meat 
and taties”, the specific 
differences between 
“beef, mutton, veal etc., 
seemed to be utterly or 
artfully ignored.” It was a 
not unsatisfactory meal, 
Hawker remarked, but by 
no effort could he ascertain 
what was roasted. “Was it a 
piece of Boscastle baby?” he 
hazarded, there not being 
a vestige of bone nor any 
outline that could identify 
the joint, which tasted 
something like tender veal. 
Reading later an ancient 
history of Cornwall Hawker 
discovered that “the sillie 
people of Bouscastle and 
Bousinney do catch in 
the summer seas divers 
young soyles (seals) which, 
doubtful if they be fish or 
flesh, conynge housewives 

will nevertheless roast.” 
“How I wish,” rejoined 
Hawker’s companion, on 
receiving this information, 
“I had old mother Treworgy 
now by the throat!”

Incarcerated in one 
small, stuffy room, 
opening the window 
proved a mistake, Hawker’s 
companion declaring the 
“whole atmosphere of the 
village was impregnated 
with onions and cheese.” 
They rose instead at 
dawn, for “Boscastle had 
murdered sleep”, walked 
along the harbour and 
scaled the heights above 
“where the scene looked 
upon was exhilarating, 
stately and grand.”

Returning down 
through the sleepy village 
they noticed that “annexed 
to every human abode a 
small hut had been stuck 
on the walls for the home 
of ‘gentlemen’ - Keltice - 
the pig.” Concerned at the 
plight of these animals in 
suffocating circumstances, 
Hawker determined to 
let these creatures “once 
in their lives to taste the 
balmy breath of a summer 
morning” and immediately 
released the lot. It was a 
personal delight to see 
them “rush out in the free, 
soft radiance of the dawn.” 
Indeed.

One consequence was 
unforeseen. The hordes 
scampered down, rather 
than up the hill and 
Hawker and his companion 
suddenly found themselves 
surrounded “by a mixed 
multitude of porcine 
advocates for free discussion 
in the open air.”

Hastily they re-entered 
the Inn, where the widow 

and her household were 
luckily still a-bed. A 
little later they saunter 
downstairs, Hawker 
feigning astonishment at 
the horrible disturbance 
outside, as astounded 
villagers, rudely awoken, 
tried to catch hundreds of 
rampant pigs. “One hot 
little man,”  he observed 
cheerfully, “laid about him 
in mad fury until a tall and 
bristly hog rushed at him 
from behind and carried 
him off down the hill and 
tilted him head over heels 
in the bed of a stream.” 
Oh what japes! Hawker 
revelled in the scene of 
battle, pondering on the 
“store of legend and tale 
and history we had laid up 
in the field of achievement 
for the Boscastle swine.”

Shortly afterwards 
he calls for his bill, and 
after considerable delay it 
appears, chalked roughly 
upon the upper lid of the 
kitchen bellows, “a mere 
four and sixpence for bed 
and board for two wolfish 
appetites for a night and a 
day, to say nothing of the 
pantomime performed 
gratuitously on our 
behoof”.

Poor widow Treworgy 
was no doubt downcast 
at the awful impression 
Boscastle must have left on 
her honored guests. “’ Why, 
they do say’ was her doleful 
response, ‘that all the pigs 
up-town have rebelled, and 
they’ve a-be, and let one 
the wuther out, and they 
be all a-gwain to sea huz-a-
muz, bang.’”
Extracted from A Ride 
from Bude to Boss.  R.S. 
Hawker. Prose Works, 
c1878. 

Continuing with the porcine theme ....

CR
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Tales from the Potting shed

Chi for Life

Movement in Nature 
Therapeutic Massage 
Limited Edition Prints
01840 - 770622

CHI MOVEMENT ART MASSAGE HEALING
www.jeannehampshire.co.uk

jamshire@madasafish.com

Phil Headon
Builder & Stonewaller - Craftmason 

Stonework, barn conversions 
& renovations.  New build, extensions,

farm buildings & concreting.

Tel:01840 250424 or 07968727689
All parts of Cornwall & Devon covered.

After being away for most 
of February there was a lot 
of catching up to be done 
in the garden. Fortunately 
the weather remained dry 
and two long hard days 
of weeding and a day of 
removing seed heads and 
pruning soon had things 
resembling some sense of 
order. Needless to say some 
seed sewing and planting 
out was going to be late 
this year. With that said, 
the chitted potatoes were 
planted, as were the broad 
beans and sweet peas. 
Whilst the potatoes are 
looking well, the beans and 
peas have taken a while to 
get going due to the cold 
winds. A great success so 
far has been the planting 
out of the brassicas, savoys, 
spring cabbage and Brussels 
sprouts under fleece. The 
plants have hardly seemed 
to check and are romping 
away. I suppose it’s a bit 
like us being comfy under 
the warmth of a duvet.

Having just finished 
the last picking of the 
purple sprouting, the 
cycle has begun again, 
with the young plants that 
will produce this winter’s 
crop already hardening off 
in the cold frame along 
with the runner bean 

plants. The bean trench 
has been prepared and 
the canes are in place but 
the head gardener is being 
very cautious, waiting 
for the weather to show 
definite signs of warming 
up before committing 
the young plants to the 
elements. To this end 
the green house is full to 
overflowing with plants 
at present. From fanciful 
fuchsias, brightly coloured 
geraniums, hanging basket 
plants, bedding plants and 
tomatoes, all growing at 
a phenomenal rate. The 
“crystal apple” cucumbers, 
the seed of which has come 
from New Zealand, will be 
an interesting new variety 
to grow. Will they be as 
good as prophesised?

It was however a real 
treat to taste the first 
home-grown strawberry 
of the year making all the 
tending and nurturing 
worthwhile. All of the fruit 
canes, bushes and trees so 
far are looking good, with 
an abundance of set fruits, 
but as fellow gardeners 
know anything can happen 
to scupper the harvest. 
The apple blossom this 
year was simply gorgeous, 
complimented by the wild 
flower meadow, which 

this year has produced 
a lovely show of snake’s 
head fritillaries in a variety 
of shades from white to 
purple. Hopefully these 
will continue to naturalize.

Again, the flowering 
shrubs, which, due to the 

orientation of the garden, 
are always later than in 
most other gardens have 
excelled this year. Most 
however waited until after 
28th April, when the ladies 
of the WI spent a sunny 
afternoon looking around 
the garden, but suffice to 
say the plants probably 
took second place to the 
homemade cake and cup of 
tea anyway. Since that visit 
the pink and red weigela, 
azaleas and rhododendrons 
in yellow, orange, mauve 
and pink have come into 
flower and look an absolute 
picture. Particularly the 
ones on the long steep 
bank, which have been 

under planted with the 
ground covering deep blue 
adjuga. They look like 
they are afloat on the sea, 
absolutely gorgeous.  Special 
favourites that this year are 
beginning to spread, are the 
delicate white, bell shaped 
and heavily fragrant lily 
of the valley and also the 
majestic large leaved arum 
italicum marmoratum 
(pictum), which this 
year have produced some 
whopping sized leaves, 
so have the hostas, which 
probably benefited from 
the early scattering of slug 
pellets. (Apologies to those 
gardeners who choose not 
to use them). All of these 
strong large leaves are ideal 
for flower arrangements. A 
simple table arrangement 
for this time of year, would 
be to cut 3 or four stems 
of skimia leaves, combine 
these in a small water filled 
pot, a jam jar disguised 
by covering in hessian or 
pretty cloth will do, added 
to which a few springs of 
the more delicate flowering 
shrubs, such as the 
variegated pink weigela or 
tiny flowered hebe, spaced 
evenly, looks very effective. 
The young growth of 
the skimmia being lime 
green is a perfect colour to 

snake's head fritilliaries

continued on next page
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COASTGUARDS’ REPORT 

LS - Les Siford
DR - Dan Roots
AW - Antony Williams
FH - Frances Hegarty
NJ - Nigel Jones
M Smith - Mark Smith
TP - Tristan Partrick
SR - Suzanne Roberts
DW - Dave Williams
TL - Tim Little
GK - Graham King

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40

Contact lenses supplied & fitted 
Feel free to call in and browse our wide 

selection of frames including designer ranges

accompany most flowers.
Having been fed up 

with the strong winds 
sending the stacked 
flowerpots flying around 
the garden, it was decided 
to build a pot and compost 
shed. The construction of 
slatted timber and mesh 
sides with a timber roof 
has been a great success, no 
more flying pots and easy to 
source when needing a pot 
for potting on. The off cuts 
were put to even better use.  
Much sawing, hammering 
and drilling produced two 
bird boxes. One of which, 
sighted in such a way as to 
give protection from the 
prevailing wind and can be 
seen from the house must 
clearly be a bijou residence, 
as in its first year, has been 
home to a family of blue 
tits. With a family of coal 
tits nesting in an ash tree 
near the green house and 
other proud parents such 
as robins, nuthatches, 
blackbirds and finches 
that regularly frequent the 
garden, introducing their 
young to the bird feeders, 
it makes gardening and 
the garden, enjoyable to 
do and good place to be. 
Fellow gardeners, don’t you 
agree?

MS

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists 

A wide selection of prints and cards plus 
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets. 

Tales from the 
Potting shed

Hello Readers just three 
callouts since the last 
Blowhole Report.
8/3/09  16:01hrs Paged by 
Falmouth to assist Bude 
Coastguard with a search 
for a missing person (male) 
aged 46yrs. On scene 
16:33.  Missing person 
found by Police.
17:33 Returned to Station.
In Attendance: LS, DR, 
GK, TL, DW, AW, MS, 
NJ, FH, TP.
5/4/09  Paged by Falmouth 
young boy slipped on the 
cliffs at Trebarwith Strand 
15:20 on scene also on 
scene Port Isaac ILB & 
Rescue 193.
Returned to Station 16:27
In Attendance:  LS, DR, 
GK, DW, AW, MS, SR.
25/5/09  23:38hrs Called/
Paged by Falmouth Two 
missing persons (male).
00:10hrs on scene Rescue 
169 Tasked.
Info received from the first 

informant that the two 
men were going to swim 
across to Long Island and 
climb the Island and also 
if they had time they were 
going to do the same at 
Lye Rock but when they 
tried to swim back to the 
mainland the swell was to 
strong so they were stuck 
on Long Island.
Two search teams were 
deployed on the cliffs, 
Team Bravo to search 
the Lye Rock area, Team 
Charley two search north to 
Trevalga Long Island from 
Bossiney. 01:00hrs rescue 
169 on scene done sweep 
searches from Bossiney to 
Long Island; 01:15 Bude 
Coastguard on scene; 
01:20hrs missing persons 
located by rescue 169 on 
the southeast side of Long 
Island, 169 air lifted them 
to Bossiney lands safe and 
well.
In Attendance: LS, DR, 

GK, DW, TL, AW, NJ, 
FH, SR, TP, JG.
Training continues and 
now the light nights are 
here we are doing more 
outside on the cliffs.
Joe Mills has retired after 
20years service. We will 
miss you, Joe.
New member to the 
company is James Garrod 
so we are now back to a full 
team of 12.
Until the next time take 
care on our Coastline
Les Siford Station Officer 

Boscastle.
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You have to give it to the 
Greeks: they never do any 
thing by halves. The first 
time we stayed in this little 
house, Susanna’s House, 
whoever the legendary 
Susanna might be, on the 
island of Paxos, just south 
of Corfu, in its little olive 
grove, it was about as 
basic as accommodation 
could be, and still be 
reasonably described as 
accommodation. The 
‘kitchen’, that is to say, 
the area with a sink in it 
with a tap whose water 
could barely walk, let alone 
run, was fully equipped 
with two teaspoons, a 
saucer and a pan of no 
discernable use in the food 
preparation department. 
The bedroom was, well, 
where the bed was, where 
else? Then bathroom was 
in a shed outside, but then, 
it was no distance away, 
really. And the weather is 
really nice in Greece, not 
a lot of skipping through 
sharp showers during the 

summer months, so the 
short trip was no bother 
at all. Admittedly, this was 
between fifteen and twenty 
years ago. Apparently, last 
year, Susanna in the original 
incarnation breathed her 
last and fell into something 
of a heap. Result- no 
messing, rebuild! And so 
they did!

The new Susanna has 
risen, phoenix-like -I must 
remember to include a few 
clichés- from the ashes of 
the old. It is like meeting 
an old friend who has had 
a rather dramatic face-lift 
giving a constant surprised 
‘caught in a wind tunnel’ 
look. The new Susanna 
is assertively modern: the 
windows, formerly humble 
wooden, peeling, wonky, are 
now beautifully, tastefully 
dark green and white 
uPVC units, shuttered, 
double-glazed, with 
incorporated pull-down 
mosquito nets and firmly 
locking windows. In fact, 
they do look surprisingly 

splendid. One of the finest 
aspects of this re-build is 
that the little cottage still 
looks endearingly similar 
to all those years ago, 
somehow contriving to 
carry off the modernisation 
without betraying its rustic 
charm. Note, cliché. The 
new kitchen has fridge, 
freezer, oven extractor  
fan, as well as a multiple 
function toaster I have not 
dared to approach: I fear 
the two weeks we are here 
will be by no means long 
enough for me to master 
its complexities. The  
bathroom has constant 
hot water! The loo flushes 
with the force of a serious 
waterfall. In addition, 
every kind of appliance 
is supplied down to an 

industrial strength hair-
dryer which could strip 
paint at forty yards.

I am speechless. 
Unfortunately, not, I hear 
my critics mutter. For 
the pretentious amongst 
you, and I include myself, 
the following example 
of synecdoche (have you 
seen the film?) should 
prove satisfying. Greece 1 
– Critics 0. You do need 
to take care though, of 
course, unless you are 
thoroughly competent at 
the Greek language. Seeing 
a tin next to the bottles 
of olive oil, with pictures 
of olives decorating the 
surface and with the word 
Kalamata, which is pretty 
recognisable, even in 

the Wind tunnel moment
Grecian musings from Ann Rodda 

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures

Small Furniture and much, much more

If you are looking for a special gift or momento then do 
look us up.  We have a wide selection 

of small items that make ideal presents. 
We also like to buy old and interesting items!

Pickwick
Antiques

The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior 
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching 

in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons. 
 For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

 01840 770470

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
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9   10  11 12   15

13 14   15 15     16

17        18  

  19 20   21  22  

23 23   24 23 23 23 23  25    

26    27 28  23 29   

30   31   23 23 23 23 23

  23 32    33 34 41  

35 36 23 37 23 38  39

23 40  23 41  23 23 42   

43  23 23    23  44   45

23  46 47 48 23 49  50  

 23 51    23 23 23  23

answers on page 9 

Across Down

1 take apart 1 search for water

7 girl’s name 2 position with minimal duties

10 Devon town 3 fashion

13 opening in wall 4 positive electrode

15 resonant 5 even

17 horse 6 enforced absence

18 joint 7 algae

19 bird 8 vase

21 incline 11 recede

23 sea bird 12 mythological creature

25 religious period 14 sex appeal

26 strict 16 case for wine or spirits

29 genetic information 20 mountain peak

30 glimpse 22 girl’s name

31 america 23 consumed

32 prim 24 smoked fish

33 exists 26 grow

37 resinous substance 27 composition

38 stupid 28 starting to grow

40 alternatively 33 cheese

41 alkaline solution 34 robust

42 annoy 36 hate

43 drink 39 sea bird

44 needle case 45 ailing

46 small amount 47 sloth

49 public school 48 medical practitioner

50 man’s name 49 man’s name

51 employed

Moira Hart’s Fiendish Crossword
Greek, unlike some other 
words (especially the ones 
for ‘fish’ and ‘bread’ which 
start with a letter shaped 
like a trident, sounding 
like ‘pss’) we bought what 
we assumed was a tin of 
olive oil. The first chink 
in Susanna’s armour was 
revealed! On attempting 
to open the tin, one small 
deficiency in the battery of 
equipment came to light 
- no tin opener! Happily, 
we are the proud owners 
of a Swiss Army Knife 
and after breaking and 
entering the tin, we were 
happy to discover that the 
contents of the tin were, 
you’ve guessed it- olives. 
This fact could have been 
revealed to us earlier had 
we turned the tin round to 
see the English translation 
on the reverse side, which 
said clearly ‘Olives’ and not 
‘Olive Oil’. Happily, they 

were delicious; we ate quite 
a lot of them, too.

One of the most 
pleasant aspects of Paxos, 
for us at the beginning 
of the season is that there 
are relatively few tourists 
around, everything is just 
beginning to open up, 
there are no crowds. An 
unfortunate side effect of 
this is that taverna owners 
are, quite naturally, keen to 
snare the rare tourist who 
strolls by. As this resort 
consists of few streets and a 
relatively high proportion of 
tavernas a certain measure 
of cunning is need to elude 
the undesired tavernas. 
With little else to do, one 
becomes quite skilled, 
however, and feels a sense 
of triumph on arriving at 
one’s chosen destination 
where the aubergines are 
satisfactorily fried and the 
calamari is barely rubbery.

AR 

the Wind tunnel moment
continued

JIGSAW HAIR STUDIO
52 HIGH STREET, DELABOLE

FULLY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED STYLISTS

ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING

GENT’S EVENING TUESDAYS

LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS

MANICURE & PEDICURE BY APPOINTMENT

ST TROPEZ TAN RETAIL OUTLET

FOR AN APPOINTMENT TEL: 01840 213764

Opening Hours
Tue   9am - late
Wed  9am - 5pm
Thur  9am - 8pm
Fri     9am - 5pm
Sat    9am - 5pm

Pop-In
The Pop-In is open every Monday morning 
from 9.30 am - 11 am at the Boscastle 
Community Centre.   Call in for a cup of tea or 
coffee.   Enjoy a chat.   Meet friends both old 
and new and catch up on news.   Everyone is 
welcome.
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Where to start ...... at the 
end of last term on our 
survival camp!  Twenty five 
Year 3,4,5 and 6 children 
went to Highampton  for 
two days.  On arrival we 
had to make our own 
rucksacks from sticks 
and string and then walk with our 
equipment to our camp.  The children 
then helped erect their canvas shelters 
before cooking their own tea ; pizza 
followed by apple crumble!

As you can see from the photograph 
above, the children had to build their 
own fires to cook on! They also had 
to carve spoons to eat their crumble!  
Plasters were needed but not as many 
as you might have expected!

Cooking tea seemed to take a long 
time (!) and it was quite dark by the 
time we had finished. We played a 
great game where we tried to spot 
‘intruders’ who were creeping through 
the woods and sat around our camp 
fire drinking hot chocolate!

The next day we explored the 
surrounding countryside, got lost in 
the woods and had plenty of time to 
play and enjoy some freedom!

We started the summer term with 
a visit to Launceston Castle to take 
part in a Traditional Building Skills 
workshop.  This trip linked with 
our Making and Doing project. The 
children were able to have a go at 
thatching, building with cob, lime 
plastering and weaving with willow.

We also visited the Eden Project 
for two workshops; Green Machines 
and Leeches in Your Socks!  The 
children had a fantastic day with the 
Eden staff discovering how plants 
could be used for food and medicine.  
I was very proud to receive an e-mail 
from the Head of Education at Eden 
congratulating us on how interested 
our children were in their learning, 
how well behaved and polite they 
were and that their staff agreed that 
we were the best school they have 
ever worked with!

The survival camp team
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Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Open Daily
1st March - 31st October

10.00am - 5.00pm

1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm

Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
 Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,

Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.

E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Telephone:(01840) 250010

Public Internet Access

Photo copying & Fax available

Accommodation Booking Service

Eden Tickets on sale 

Our school has been well 
represented in the local cross country 
events held at St Tudy and Delabole.  
We were delighted to win the Team 
Cup at the Deli Run for the second 
year in a row!  Thanks to Janet for 
coaching our children and to all of 
our runners - 14 children at each 
event.  These are proper cross country 
courses, muddy, wet and hilly – the 
going is tough and all children deserve 
huge congratulations for completing 
the courses!

Deli Farm Runners

 
For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology

Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate   DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners
Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

NEATE
FEET

Forthcoming events

Sunday 12 July

Duck Race Day

Thursday 1 October

Festival Gala Evening
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People who live in the Green 
Lane area may have noticed 
quite a few children out on 
their bikes during school time.  
Hopefully they were our Year 5 
and 6 children who completed 
a Bikeability Training course.  
This is an updated version of the 
cycling proficiency course and 
aims to get children onto the 
road to learn road safety skills.  
After an hour in the playground 
the children spent five hours 
learning about road positioning, 
turning left and right and how 
to make themselves visible on 
the roads. The children really 
enjoyed this course and we hope 
to repeat it in the future.

Of course our daily English 
and maths lessons continue 
apace and I’ve enclosed three 
poems for your enjoyment. 
These were written by Class 3 
when they were studying the use 
of personification.

The Mountain
High on the mountain
An icicle is dripping.
And crying of sadness.

The day gets hotter,
The icicle starts to sweat.
Night time brings the cold
And the icicle feels better.
It falls asleep and gains energy
Ready for a new day.

Mavi Degener

It’s Winter
The trees are taking off their
Bright, green shoot dresses.
Then putting on their dark winter suits
They’re taking away their daffodil
Skirts, crocus trousers, buttercup blouses and
Their primrose flipflops. 

They are replacing their
Summer clothes
For dull and gloomy scarves.
Then they drape on snowdrop over coats
And jiggle about in the snow.

Elishia Buchanan

The Harbour
The harbour whispers to me to help him
To help him to be happy.
To help him rock the fishing boats to sleep.
To make friends with the sea that punches him to get through 
to the other side of his old wall.
To help him protect his friends in the little village of Boscastle.
The harbour wants me near him to amuse him, to be friends 
with him.

Holly Blake
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Tour i sm inc re a s ing l y 
provides an economic 
foundation for Boscastle. 
Many locals make their 
living through income 
from accommodation, 
retail, refreshment and 
related services provision. 
In reality it is possible that 
much of the infrastructure 
and facilities we take for 
granted as residents could 
disappear without the 
presence of tourism.

Following the demise 
of North Cornwall District 
Council this year, the 
Visitor Centre along with 
the Boscastle Chamber of 
Trade and Commerce has 
taken a pro active role in 
continuing to promote 
Boscastle as an individual, 
quality destination for 
travellers.

As an added bonus an 
increasing number of our 
businesses are involved in 
sustainable practice in order 
to protect and promote 
the beautiful environment 
which attracts our visitors.

We recognise that the 
peak periods are busy 
enough so we particularly 
concentrate on the shoulder 
periods of March to June 
and late September to the 
end of October.

The Visitor Centre has 
introduced a new website 
for this area. Without this 
we would just be under 
the general umbrella of 
Cornwall. Whether you are 
a local or a tourist, lots of 
information can be found 
by clicking through from 
pages such as Events and 
Activities & Attractions. 

Have a browse on the new 
website (address above):

The Visitor Centre 
also continues to provide 
services beneficial to 
the community such as 
promoting local events on 
the website, provision of 
bus timetable information, 
internet, photocopying & 
fax facilities and the sale 
of a wealth of books, maps 
and leaflets to help you 
understand and make the 
most of our stunning area.

We have managed to 
help find solutions and 
information for some 
unusual requests over the 
years. We like to see our role 
as Promoting, Protecting 
and Educating.

Both the Visitor Centre 
and the Chamber of Trade 
provide opportunities 
for businesses of all types 
to have adverts on their 
websites or in the new, 
free Visitor Centre Guide 
which covers Crackington, 
Boscastle, Tintagel and 
Port Isaac.

The Chamber of Trade 
also provides networking, 
bulk purchasing and other 
support. BCTC aims to 
work alongside the Parish 
Council to bring benefits to 
the business and residential 
community.

Visitor’s Centre News M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
N C E I C

www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

H. vENNING
- MASON -

For Professional and Quality Work
• RENOVATIONS  •EXTENSIONS
•PLASTERING  • STONEWORK

• ROOFING

Lundy House, Boscastle
TEL: 01840 250113

The Harpers Bizarre 
Harp Ensemble will 
be playing outside 
Boscastle Visitor 
Centre on 23rd June 
at 11.30am weather 
permitting
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CorrespondenCe
Dear Blowhole

We would both like 
to thank our family and 
friends for making our 
Ruby Wedding such a 
wonderful occasion.

Thanks for the food they 
prepared and for all they 
did on the day. Also for our 
cards, presents, bouquets, 
our speocal trip round 
Cornwall and for all our 
special meals with friends 
and family, not forgetting 
all those who came on the 
day.

Nicky and Maria

Dear Blowhole

Is there anyone in 
Boscastle who would like 
to play Bridge? We are 
intermediate level and are 
looking for players to make 
up a four for a social game. 

Do let us know if you 
are interested. Telephone 
no 01840 250339.

Morag & Margaret
The Old Parsonage

Dear Blowhole

I would like to convey 
our thanks to all our 
friends in Boscastle who 
sent flowers, cards and best 
wishes after my operation. 
I would like to give special 
thanks to Carolyn Edwards, 
Rose Martin, Lynn Biddick, 

Dear Blowhole

I would like to thank 
the many people who have 
sent me letters and cards 
of appreciation on my 
retirement from Bottreaux 
Surgery.

It has always been a 
privilege, and often a great 
pleasure, to be trusted with 
your care over the last thirty 
years.

May I take this 
opportunity to wish you all 
the Very Best in Health and 
Happiness in the Future

Dr Chris Jarvis

To the Blowhole

After months of conflict 
and high drama, the work 
of constructing the STW 
at Trevalga has begun.  It 
is already evident that 
the amount of land to be 
consumed by this scheme 
will be much greater than 
was originally anticipated. 
The destruction of fields of 
crops by SWW’s contractors 

has greatly upset the farmers 
concerned - they had no 
idea that such vast areas of 
their crop and pasture fields 
would be taken up. There 
is also ancient pasture land 
(which has never been 
ploughed) that is going 
to be devastated by this 
scheme, not to mention the 
medieval field strip system 
which will be destroyed by 
the STW itself.

 Traders in both 
Boscastle and Tintagel 
have also voiced their 
major concerns that the 
timescale for the works 
will once again extend 
way beyond that originally 
specified, with trade yet 
again badly affected, and 
with Boscastle facing more 
months of road works and 
road closures etc.

 Trevalga village also faces 
considerable construction 
works, with the village 
being practically closed off 
for a time. Remembering, 
of course, that Trevalga 
Estate and village is neither 
on mains water or on 
SWW’s sewage system - so 
will gain no direct benefit 
from the massive disruption 
or from the imposition of 
a large industrial complex 
on Estate land. Residents 

Hello, 

I’m working on a 
television show for the 
Discovery Channel in the 
U.S. Our program is about 
survival and rescue stories, 
and we’re producing a story 
about the Boscastle flood. 

I’m trying to find 
residents who would be 
willing to share their story 
with us about what they 
went through the day of 
the flood.

We’re also searching for 
amateur video.

Best regards,
Joan

Joan Rantz
PILGRIM FILMS
6180 Laurel Canyon 
Boulevard
Suite 330C
North Hollywood, CA 
91606
323-219-6620
joanrantz@gmail.com 

Jane and Ian Gourley and 
Pam and Gerry Adams.

Myself and Trevor 
continue to be touched by 
such kindness shown to 
us during a very difficult 
period.

Elaine Kinslow

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

of Trethevy are also not 
on SWW’s sewage system, 
yet they are facing loss of 
value on their properties 
as a result of the STW 
being built so close to their 
homes.

Trevalga Parish will be 
keeping a photographic 
diary of the progress of the 
work.

Clive Baylay
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Harbourmaster’s news

Most of the boat users and 
fishermen have made a start 
to the season, although the 
unusually cold water early 
in the year has resulted 
in fewer sand eels and 
accordingly fewer mackerel 
and other following fish. 
At last we are now starting 
to see some better catches. 
The potting season is well 
under way and although 
shell fish catches have 
been reasonable in April 
and May, bait has been 
expensive and there are a 
lot of pots in the bay and 
boats working not only 
from Boscastle but also 
Padstow and Port Isaac. 
Some of the boats have 

several hundred pots, and 
which puts pressure on 
the smaller operators both 
as to space and level of 
returns. Two periods of big 
ground sea in May resulted 
in the loss of quite a lot of 
equipment. As the summer 
draws on the bigger boats 
will move to grounds further 
offshore.

I motored my own boat 
to the harbour in March 
and made the following 
notes immediately after 
the trip. Those who know 
the coast will recognise 
some of the place names.

“Sun rose at just after 
6am to a clear beautiful 
morning. I drove to the 

boatyard at Rock where 
“Rene” was already on a 
trailer being made ready 
to launch for the year. She 
was towed down past the 
sailing club by a tractor 
and launched stern first 
into the river and onto 
an incoming tide. The 
diesel engine turned over 
and over and then fired 
and we were off heading 
down river. Not another 
boat on the river save for 
the ferry and indeed apart 
from one netter I did not 
see another boat all that 
morning. A stiff south 
easterly wind blowing as I 
steamed on past Brea Hill 
and Daymer Bay  and over 
the Doom Bar (which was 
quiet) and past Polzeath 
to the majestic Pentire 
Head. Almost no swell 
rounding Pentire and then 
running with the wind 
and tide together along 
Gug Lane past the Rumps 
and through the Sound 
of Mouls and into Port 
Quin Bay. The sun well 
up now but a serious haze 
meant it impossible to see 
Tintagel Head and so I 
took a bearing to Varley Chris Key

Adrian & Staff 
Welcome you to the

13th June: Festive Road
20th June: Blue Slate
27th June: Mood Indigo
4th July: Inside Out
11th July: Whiskey Thieves
18th July: Shane Soloman
25th July: Billy Mac

1st Aug: The Reprobates
8th Aug: Mood Indigo
15th Aug: Mo Jo
22nd Aug: The Tank Slappers
5th Sept: Johnny Cowling
12th Sept: Whiskey Thieves
19th Sept: Blue Slate

Ring (01840) 250278

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

Point and then on into 
Port Isaac Bay. Plenty of 
gannets diving and so I 
slowed to try for mackerel 
but felt nothing.  Lots 
of diving birds razor 
bills and guillemots too 
numerous to count. On 
again with oilskins now 
to keep off the wind 
driven spray out in the 
middle of the bay. The 
coast grand and  ancient. 
Up past Gull Rock and 
Trebarwith and passing the 
old quarry cliff workings 
under the youth hostel 
and Ground Sea Bay and 
then at last around the 
head. More than two 
hours gone now and the 
wind eased to an absolute 
calm. The ocean surface 
almost oily and iridescent 
blues. I use The Tintagel 
Sisters, Long Island and 
the Meachard as marks 
along the passage and then 
slipping in to Boscastle 
well before midday. The 
water in the harbour 
crystal  clear the sun high 
and warm. My dingy on 
the mooring and a pasty 
on the quay for lunch”

WESTERN SUPPLY CO
Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!

Come and see our extensive range of 
Building and D.I.Y products

Including...
Patio slabs and decking

Decorative chippings and pebbles

SPECIAL OFFER:

3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)

Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only)  Ample Parking  Deliveries arranged

•
•
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For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email   info@boscastle-wellington.com

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts

Phone: 01840 250202

ETC **   
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering

Fine Dining Restaurant

Bright and airy Free house bar 

Beer Garden

Live Entertainment every week

All events catered for from 2 – 100 
people

Since the last issue of The 
Blowhole the Archive Room 
in the Community Centre 
has developed speedily 
under the guidance of its 
Chairman David Ferrett 
and other members.

The show cases now 
display a number of 
fascinating items reflecting 
the history of the village. 
These include a collection 
of old carpenter’s plaster 
moulds, lent by Walter 
Gard, some dating from 
the 1840s, used for 
ceilings and cornices. 
Mike Webber has provided 

BOSCASTLE ARCHIVE ROOM
an interesting selection 
of souvenirs, related to 
Boscastle’s breweries, 
railway memorabilia, and 
other items. Anne Knight 
produced the mail pouch 
from the Wellington Hotel 
and old account books. 
There are golf clubs used 
in the days when the area 
boasted a club at Penally 
House, and a throwing stick 
used by the Coastguard, 
whose members competed 
to hurl a lead-weighted stick 
the furthest. The winner 
had the responsibility of 
flinging a rescue line to 
beleaguered vessels. Some of the most 

intriguing items on display 
are three surprisingly 
heavy iron ore nodules, 
circular rocks formed by 
compaction during the 
Carboniferous period, 
300 million years ago. 
Their patterned and veined 
exteriors are the result of 
a mixture of iron pyrites, 
iron carbonate, quartz and 
silt-stone, reacting with 
chemical elements such as 
iron present in the soil.

More recent history is 
illuminated by a collection 
of carpenter’s tools, two 
old safes rescued from the 
Clovelly Clothing premises 

when it was renovated, and 
mementoes of the Second 
World War. David has 
found a list of the seventy 
or so evacuees, mainly 
children, who spent a happy 
part of their childhood as 
guests of the village, along 
with the names of their 
hosts.

The Archive room 
contains many other written 
and photographic records 
of the area, as well as copies 
of the Cornwall Online 
Census Project, from 1851 
to 1891, recording the 
names and occupations 
of local inhabitants. A 
computer and printer is 

plaster mould of a child

souvenirs of Boscastle
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available for use, and it is 
hoped to go “on line” in 
the near future.

Worth a delve are the 
Minute Books of the 
Men’s Club, founded 
in 1923. Amongst its 
rules was an admonition 
forbidding “disorderly 
behaviour, bad language 
or whistling.”

Anyone who wishes 
to lend further artifacts 
can be assured they will 
be safely displayed under 
lock and key and returned 
upon request.

CR

Clockwise from top: plaster moulds, iron ore nodules, stoneware jug 
from Jabez Brown & Co, assorted items including the mail pouch from 

the Wellington Hotel.

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

The two Boscastle football 
teams enjoyed varying 
levels of success during the 
past season. The 1st team 
finished mid-way in Duchy 
Division 1 and were the St 
Breward K.O. Cup winners 
after defeating local rivals, 
Altarnun in the final. The 
2nd team however didn’t 
fair as well and despite 
some close games, they 
managed only one league 
win all season, which has 
seen them relegated to the 
league’s lowest tier. It was 
quite ironic that the team’s 
only league win came 
about when the manager 
was away and his wife was 
left in charge of leading the 
team to its one and only 
victory, a feat which caused 
a stir with the National 
Media. The season was 
rounded off with a Dinner 
and Dance at Bowood 
Golf Club followed by the 
presentation of the awards, 
which were as follows:-
Manager’s Player
1st Team    Rob Heal  

2nd Team    Mark Collins
Players’ Player
1st Team    Rob Heal  
2nd Team    Joel Anderson
Supporters’ Player
1st Team    Rob Heal
2nd Team   Mathew Pethick
Mathew Pethick also 
collected the Most 
Improved Player Award.

In the Tuesday Pool 
League the Cobweb ‘Men 
Team’ had a good season, 
losing only one league 
game to finish runners-up 
with Darryl Shute, Geoff 
Horwell, Mark Smith, 
Seb Anderson and ‘Taxi’ 
Kenny among the league’s 
top players. The ‘Ladies 
Team’ also enjoyed a good 
season with Louise Brakes 
winning the Ladies Singles 
title.

The Boscastle Bowls 
Club has two teams in this 
summer’s Cornwall County 
Short Mat Bowls League. 
They call themselves the 
Boscastle Bees and the 
Boscastle Wasps. So it will 
be interesting to see which 
team will be ‘buzzing’ by 
the end of the season.

The Community Centre 
is also home to Boscastle’s 
two snooker teams. The 
first team did well to finish 

joint runners-up in the 1st 
Division with the 2nd team 
rounding off a good season 
by winning the K.O. Cup.

New players are needed 
for next season, so anyone 
interested should contact 
Parish Councillor Dave 
Ferret, no matter what age 
or ability you are.

The Darts Leagues 
have also concluded for 
the season and both the 
Cobweb and Napoleon 
have had their fair share of 
success this year.

In the Camelot Ladies 
League the awards for Most 
Wins, 28/30 and Highest 
Competition Score of 160 
went to Sherry Claridge of 
the Cobweb, while Tammy 
Northcott of the Napoleon 
was runner-up in the 
Singles and joined forces 
with Coralie Short to win 
the pairs K.O.

In the Boscastle and 
District League the Cobweb 
team were Supplementary 
cup winners again, with 
Richard Pethick and Mark 
Bayley winning the Pairs 
Competition and Steve Jose 
runner-up in the Charity 
K.O.

Ex-Boscastle footballer 
Julian Findley, more 
renowned lately for his 
disco-dancing exploits has 

taken up the new challenge 
of learning the art of Line 
Dancing at the Village Hall. 
He appears to have already 
learnt several of the moves 
but is in desperate need of 
a Stetson and revolver so 
he can also look the part. If 
anyone has either of these 
items going begging, please 
let Julian know.

Boscastle CP School 
recently took part in the 
annual Deli Farm Run. The 
team of Luke Hammond, 
Ben Nicholls, Jade Bowker 
and James Venning beat 
competition from eleven 
other primary schools to 
win the team event.

Boscastle also have some 
keen ‘Senior Runners’ 
with Ray Rogers and 
Janet Lathom regularly 
pounding the roads around 
the village. Sue Venning is 
also a keen runner and she 
recently won the 5K event 
at Tintagel.

In the next edition 
we will find out A) How 
much money Vanessa, 
Hazel and Belinda raised 
on their recent walk in aid 
of charity B) Why Stephen 
Wickett arrived two days 
early for a Evening League 
Cricket Match and C) Why 
Veteran Rower Hazel has 
ditched her ‘oars’ in favour 
of staying on dry land.

SUE  WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce

Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:

Adrian Prescott (chairman)  250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary)  250314

Chris Searle (treasurer)  250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary)  250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open 
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

Last year, Boscastle 
Playgroup and Boscastle 
School applied for a grant 
from Cornwall County 
Council to refurbish the 
building opposite the 
school, known as ‘top 
school’, to provide a 
purpose built early years 
centre. The application was 
successful and a grant of 
£150,000 was awarded for 
the project.

The aim is to move the 
playgroup from its current 
location in the village hall 
and forge closer working 
links between the school 
and pre-school. The project 
will provide high quality 
surroundings which will be 
used by children of both the 
playgroup and the school.

Detailed plans are 
currently being drawn 
up with a local architect 
to renovate and enhance 
the building. Use of the 
extensive outdoor area is 
being planned with the 
help of the Eden Project 
allowing us to make the 
most of the grounds, which 
stretch down to the river. 
Improvements will be made 
to the existing vegetable 
garden and the ‘wild’ 
woodland area beyond.

The new facilities will 
not only provide a new 
home for the playgroup, but 
will offer an exciting and 
stimulating environment 
for all the school children of 
Boscastle which is unique 
within North Cornwall.

Geoff Showell
Chairman, Top School 

Refurbishment Working 
Group

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: (01840) 212666 

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
 for all cars, motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Boscastle Playgroup Relocation Plan

Architect Mark Innes with staff and children of Boscastle Playgroup and School
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Pete’s 
Peeps at 
the Past

14 April 1815
The Giant Chillcot
A man aged 60 yrs known 
as the “Giant Chillcot” died 
at Trenaw in the parish of 
Tintagel of an apoplectic 
fit.

He was 6ft 4ins tall, 6ft 
9ins round the chest and 
round the full thigh 3ft 
4ins and weighed 460lbs. 
He was always smoking and 
consumed 3lbs of tobacco a 
week. His greeting to many 
strangers “come under my 
arm, little fellow.”

6 March 1818
Wrecks At St Minver
Three vessels were wrecked 
at St. Minver, near Padstow, 
several of the peasantry 
visited the area and picked 
up bacon etc. Two men 
ventured too far into the sea 
for a bale of bacon & were 
drowned. The schooner, 
sloop & brig were wrecked 

near Hell Bay in the Camel 
estuary. Butter, bacon, lard, 
pork & beef was washed 
ashore, another man was 
drowned trying to secure 
some food, also leaving a 
wife and five children to 
mourn his loss.

26 July 1827
A Capital Offence
Henry Randell was 
indicted for breaking into 
a house and stealing 2 
shirts off John Scantlebury. 
He used a stick through 
a broken window to pick 
the shirts off a table. The 
Judge said the case came 
under Mr. Peel’s Acts as a 
capital offence. Randell 
was sentenced to death.

24 May 1850
The Bristol Trade
On Thurs: the “Brilliant” 
steamer left Hayle for 
Bristol loaded with 1,321 

baskets of fish, brocoli, 
cabbages, new potatoes, 
several tons of tin and 
machinery etc. Her deck 
load was 55 to 60 tons. 
The trade was carried on by 
4 vessels doing 4 voyages 
each every year, now only 
3 vessels of greater capacity 
make four voyages each in 
one month.

2 Jan 1852
Two Forty-Niners 
Return
Two miners Nicholas 
& William Thomas of 
Northhill have just returned 
from gold prospecting in 
California after 3 years, 
they met another brother 
in America and toiled for 2 
yrs, they each returned with 
£1,500 each, Nicholas left a 
wife & 3 children pennyless 
& destitute and when 
he arrived unexpectedly, 
were just finishing a frugal 
dinner of herrings and 
potatoes.

20 Apr 1874
Cornwall’s Largest 
Barque
A fine barque was launched 
from the yard of Mr. 
H.S. Trethowan at Little 
Falmouth, Flushing. She 
is the largest vessel ever 
built in Cornwall being of 
638 tons, 168ft long and 

18ft broad. She was named 
“Charlotte Padbury” by 
Miss Harris, niece of 
Capt. C.H. Harris who 
will command her. She is 
intended for W. Australian 
trade and will sail there on 
June 6th with passengers 
and general cargo. Her 
actual tonnage is about 900 
tons and she is fitted with a 
poop 50ft long, eight state 
rooms for passengers, with 
two private cabins, bath 
rooms, offices etc.

12 Aug 1875
A New Stage Coach 
Venture In N. Cornwall
The directors of the North 
Cornwall Coach Co. have 
decided to run daily, and 
after Sept. 1st, a coach from 
St. Columb to Launceston 
and back. 

The Cornwall Railway 
from Plymouth to 
Penzance, completed in 
1859, together with its 
several branch lines served 
the county adequately. In 
N. Cornwall however it 
was a different matter and 
several coach companies 
operated there in the 1860s 
and 70s. The new service 
between St. Columb and 
Launceston proved to be 
a success, the daily 4-horse 
coach “Pioneer” always 
filled to capacity.

Jackie & Geoff Horwell

Open all Year

All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Relax in this 
beautiful 300 
year old coach 
house and stables

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House
S P RO U L L
SOLICITORS

8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG

01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin

01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac

01208 880355

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service

CONVEYANCING
PROBATE

WILLS
CHILDCARE

DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK

ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT

BUSINESSES
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Urchins  The Bear Shop
The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800

PLUMBING
SERVICES

Bathrooms, Showers
Kitchens, Tiling, Repairs

Careful and Reliable
Tim 01840 230423

07903 535881 (St Gennys)

In the last 12 months, as 
well as covering our regular 
watches, seven days a week, 
52 weeks of the year, we 
found enough volunteers 
to cover all but two of 
the extra evening shifts 
we hoped to provide on 
Summer bank Holidays.

We were delighted 
to have 22 volunteers 
interested in training to 
become Watchkeeper. Of 
these, three decided it 
wasn’t for them, one started 
and then had to move away, 
four are currently under 
training, three are waiting 
to start and eleven are now 
fully trained Watchkeepers. 
Which, despite losses due 
to members moving away 
or other commitments, 
means we’ve managed to 
slightly increase the number 
of qualified Watchkeepers.

All told we now have over 
40 full Watchkeepers on the 
strength at the moment as 
well as seven auxiliaries and 
four trainees. We always 
need more people from 
the area as Watchkeepers 
or Fundraisers, just give 
John Davis a call on 
07791761502.

Finally we have just 
passed our annual Declared 
Facility Status assessment 
which means that we have 
met the standards expected 
by HM Coastguard. 

Remember, if you, 
your guests or any visitors 
want to know what the 
sea conditions are beyond 
the harbour  you can 
always give us a ring on 
01840250965.

Jane’s Table Top 
Sales 2009
The lawn of the Valency 
House has been kindly 
loaned for use by Jane 
Castling to accommodate 
ten events, eight charity 
table top sales, the Primary 
School’s Duck Race 
Day and the Combined 
Churches celebrations. 
The following dates, which 
supersede all previous lists, 
are subject to the vagaries 
of the weather but it is to be 
hoped they are as follows:
June 14 The Merlin 
Project
June 28 Animal Rescue, 
Bodmin
July 12 , Boscastle Primary 
School Duck Race Day
July 19, Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust
July 26, RSPCA
August 9 Coastwatch
August 23 Castle Goff Cat 
Rescue
August 30, the Combined 
Churches celebrations

The first sale on May 
3rd with fifteen stalls raised 
£330 for Marie Curie and 
Macmillan Nurses. The 
second sale on May 24 
raised £380 for Cornwall’s 
First Air Ambulance. The 
Castle Goff Cat Rescue, 
Lanteglos, Animal Rescue, 
Bodmin, The RSPCA and 
The Merlin Project also 
had their own fund raising 
stalls present.

The visitors who 
come on to the lawn 
seem to appreciate the 
opportunity, to browse 
amongst the unpredictable 
paraphernalia from the 
eclectic selection of items 
on offer, ranging from bric-
à-brac, second-hand books, 
hand-made jewellery, tools 
to home-made preserves.

News 
from the 
Lookout



Page ��   Boscastle Blowhole Summer �009 

Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Mobile Library
Tel:  01208 812202
Calls on alternate Thursdays

Wellington Hotel:                 11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:   11.45 – 12.05

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place

Tel:  01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday:  10.00 - 5.00

Friday:       10.00 - 4.00
Saturday:     9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778

Open Friday to Monday,  9am - 6pm

Post Office times at
Cornish Stores

Mon to Fri:      9am - 5pm
Saturday        9am - 12 noon

Tel: 01840 250344
Annual holidays 28th May – 16th June.

Restricted opening times during that period
See shop window for information

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues: eg to 
report a crime or criminal damage, to request 
police advice or attendence, to enquire about 
lost property, to be connected to a police station, 
service or department:                      08452 777 444

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                     01840 250209

NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):               0845 4647

Hospitals: 
Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General           01566 765650
Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Stratton              01288 287700
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Truro -Treliske            01872 250000
Plymouth - Derriford            08451 558155

Dental Helpline:            0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:      01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:                 01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England                           01840 250359
Methodist                                           01840 770274
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                         01840 250200 

Parish Council:
website:                www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
clerk:                                                     01840 250440  
email clerk:                     formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall: 
Bookings:                                         01840 250558 
Pay phone:             01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:                           01840 250442

Cornwall County Council:               01872 322000

North Cornwall District Council:  01208 893333

Environment Agency:                        0800 807 060

South West Water:                            0800 169 1144

Highways:                                              01872 222000

RSPCA:               0300 1234 999

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Opening hours
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm,

Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-1pm


