BOSCASTLE BLOWHOLE
£1

No 90 Summer 2015

Harbourmaster, Chris Key had to tow his boat, Rene into the harbour in April as no cranes were available. Rene
is used for potting, and tripping. The photo was sent to us by John Williams, from Shrewsbury, who was staying
at a cottage on Penally Terrace and had an excellent view of the launch.
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Fore-Word

Fancy this being the 90th
edition of the Blowhole! We
are giving outselves a pat
on the back for endurance!
A lot has happened since
the first edition, though
much appears the same:
the front cover of issue 1
reported that under the
‘Albermarle Scheme, the
leasehold of the Church
Hall will be vested in the
Parish Council’.County
Cllr Fred Whiting wrote
of the £5.5million cuts in
spending. ‘A regular bus

traveller’ wrote to say that
‘We need a bus shelter for
Boscastle. There is an ideal
site at Doctors Corner by
the telegraph pole...’
Mac’s Tracks Reynolds
recommended that we
look out for videos of
‘Thelma and Louise’ and
‘The Commitments’ and
he was enjoying listening
to Roy Orbison’s album
‘Mystery Girl’ which was
posthumously released.
On the sporting front,
Phil Higgs and Dave Scott

were busy training for the
1993 London Marathon
and swimmers were using
the pool at the newly
opened Camelford School
Sports and Leisure Centre.
Barbara Bruce was seeking
fundraising to build a
tennis court in Tintagel.
Andrew
Williams
opened a butcher’s section
within Boscastle Stores and
Sonia Whitehand started
the Island Pixie Cottage
in the shop space below
her husband Jim’s Island

Studio. Meanwhile, Kevin
and Lee Sellars opened the
Boscastle Art Gallery, with
exhibitors including Carole
Vincent, Raymund Rogers,
Rosalind Eastman, Chris
Thomas, Kurt Jackson,
Steve Johanssen, Nicolas
St John Rosse, Joan Cork,
Jeanne Hampshire, John
Blunt, June Metcalfe, Jim
Whitehand, Peggy Jarvis,
and Sue Miller.
Please keep supporting
the Blowhole ~ it’d be great
to reach the 100th edition!
PA

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for
publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the team. The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan,
Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda.
The next Blowhole will be published in September 2015,
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk,
please also use this email address for advertising queries as gmail is proving troublesome!
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year.
To subscribe please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to:
44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Parish Pump

by Aeolus

Parish Council Officers
At the Parish Council
meeting held on 14 May ,
Cllr Ferrett was re-elected
as Chairman and Cllr
Hockin as Vice Chairman.
Council
representatives
were appointed, see page
34 for details.
Village Hall
The Council was advised
at the Parish Council
meeting held on 14 May
2015 that the Village Hall
is defiantly not closing.
Some Councillors felt
that it should be and that
meetings could be held in
the Community Centre.
The Hall is in credit and
has a healthy order book. A
lot of work has been carried
out by the Hall Committee
to maintain the structure
in good order.
Dog Ban
The Parish Council has
erected notices at the
entrance to the football
field and the children’s play
area banning dogs. The
Council feel that even if
dog owners pick up after
their pets there is still a risk
of infection.

Planting Area
The planting area near the
toilets is still a problem.
There is a slate curb around
the flower beds but it is
level with the surrounding
pavement allowing bark
chippings to spill out and
there is also the problem
of dog fouling in the
area. The Parish Council
is discussing the situation
with the County Council

Sitting in the Harbour
The National Trust has constructed a new seat (see above)
in the Harbour area. Blending with its surroundings, it is
situated in the grassy bank on the South side of the river
near to the road bridge.

Anyone for tennis?
The small and friendly
Tintagel Tennis
club
plays at the memorial
playing fields in Tintagel.
Club nights are Monday
evening for ‘hard hitters’
and Tuesday evening
for all comers. Annual
membership is £58 for
adults and includes use of
the courts at any time. f
you would like to come
a few times to see if the
club suits you, that is just
£3 per session. There is
no coaching or junior
programme available at
present.
Contact the secretary,
Barbara Bruce, on 01840
770 893 if you would like
to come along.

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

A Seat in Paradise
A new seat now stands where an old seat once stood
near the path between Paradise and the Tintagel Road
overlooking Boscastle Church.

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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Cormac recently carried out a few long overdue road repairs in Boscastle. Vehicles using
Green Lane are now able to travel much faster!

Planning Applications
Ingledene Dunn Street
Boscastle:
Listed building consent
for the removal of existing
stud wall between bedroom
and toilet and replacement
with new stud wall to create
an en-suite bathroom.
PA15/02907.
The Council supported
this application

Boscastle Newsagents:
Installation of two white
powder coated shop front
windows and repositioning
existing doors. PA15/03173
The Council supported
this application
St Christopher’s Hotel,
High Street Boscastle:
Change of use from
hotel to residential and
internal
reconfiguration
to
accommodate
five
apartments. PA15/03397
The Council objected to this
application and there were
also several letters opposing
it.
Comfrey Patch, Penally
Hill, Boscastle:
Timber decking terrace
to front of property.
PA15/02821.

The Council supported
this application.
Paradise Farm, Land
west of Paradise Farm,
Paradise Road, Boscastle:
Demolition of existing
agricultural shed and
erection of one dwelling.
PA15/02380
The Council supported
this application.
Sunset, Under Road
Boscastle:
Extension and renovation
weeks to existing residential
property. PA15/02434
The Council supported
this application
Old Coach House.
Doctors Hill Boscastle:
Extension of an existing
boathouse into a single
dwelling. PA15/04364
The Council objected to
this application.
Future Fitness,
Slaughterbridge
Change of use of a solely
commercial
premises
to
include
living
accommodation creating a
live work unit. PA15/04351
The Council supported
this application.
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Threat to libraries/one
stop shops
Over the past three
years the numbers using
library services has fallen
considerably and the
individual cost of supplying
a book in rural areas has
escalated. Budget cutbacks
have meant library opening
hours shortened and the
One Stop Service sharing
library premises and staffing
roles. Given the amount
of information available
on the internet, there is
arguably less need for face
to face consultation, the
long term objective being
"to help people get online
and do it themselves".
On 22nd May the
Parish Council received

the following from Anne
McSeveney,
Assistant
Head of Customers and
Communities:
"Further
government funding cuts
of £196million across
the next four years...
means we have io make
savings of £1.8million
from the existing £4
million library and One
Stop service budget over
the next two years." As
a result it is anxious to
devolve responsibility to
local communities who
are invited to present a
business case to take over
both roles.
The County has a
statutary duty to provide a
library service so the book
and audio-visual stock
will be retained. Volunteer
groups are invited to
present a business plan
based on taking over
the existing building or
providing an alternative
site, installing equipment
and staffing. The service
has to meet the same
standards as before but it
is not immediately clear
how it would be delivered
or funded or staff recruited
and trained. If staff are paid
they may be transferred
from the County on
previous
terms
and
conditions. Consultation is

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

Parish Pump
taking place in local branch
libraries over the next ten
weeks where presumably
these questions will be
answered.

Traffic Management
Boscastle
Over the past year the
Parish Council and Cormac
(Cornwall
Highways)
had been in prolonged
discussion
regarding
traffic management and
parking
problems
in
Boscastle. This included
the possible extension of
parking restrictions in
the vicinity of Doctor’s
Corner, Penally Hill and
New Road, and traffic
calming measures in High
Street. Quite extensive
plans had been put forward
for consideration by local
residents, Co Cllr Glenton
Brown
and
County
officers, involving site
visits and detailed analysis.
It was a considerable
disappointment therefore
to receive from Paul
Allen, Network Manager,
an email which stated,
“although we nominated
this site for future
consideration in the next
four years ... unfortunately

there is simply no Cornwall
Council funding available
to take any scheme
forward.”
This means that unless
the considerable costs
of road traffic orders,
signage etc. can be raised
from elsewhere, there is
no prospect of change
until after 2019. Paul
Allen pointed out that
Boscastle was in the same
situation as many other
small towns and villages,
victims of cutbacks caused
by reduction in central
government funding.
However, the proposals
remain on the table. All
that one can hope is that
they are given priority
when
funding
does
become available and
the inconveniences and
dangers faced by the village
at present time do not
result in any accident or
loss of life.
Coffee Morning
There will be a Coffee
Morning & Exhibition
of work by Boscastle
Craft Circle, on June 27th,
10.30am -12.30pm at
Trevalga Village Hall, to
raise funds for the hall.
Cakes, raffle, books etc.

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions
 For all bookkeeping requirements
 Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
 Year end accounts
 VAT returns & filing
 Self assessment tax returns & filing
 PAYE and payroll
 New business start up assistance

Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering
Regulations 2007

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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Trekking the Great Wall of China

On the 21st of October this
year I will be embarking on
an adventure of a lifetime.
Call me mad but I’ll be
trekking a section of The
Great Wall of China with
20 or so other like-minded
individuals all in aid of
Cornwall Air Ambulance.
We will be trekking both
well restored wall as well as
ancient unrestored sections
in quieter locations. The
Trek will be tough but
rewarding (so they tell
me!!). Along the way we will
be staying in farmhouses in
local villages after 7-8 hour
treks each day.
Every year Cornwall
Air Ambulance responds
to around 800 emergency
calls, every mission is
funded by people like you
and me.
Cornwall’s
scattered
population,
rugged
landscape, isolated rural
communities,
secluded
beaches and slow road
network can make it
very challenging to get
patients the urgent medical
attention they need. Air
Ambulance’s fast and
highly equipped helicopter
is on scene at an incident in
an average of 12 minutes.

Cornwall Air Ambulance
is a charitable organization
solely maintained by
donations as it receives no
form of official funding.
This is why so many
people around Cornwall do
such challenges and its so
important that people keep
doing them to keep such
an amazing organization in
the air.
So please if anyone
would like to sponsor me
please pop into Boscastle
Spar and sponsor away!!

Scavenging Seagulls (and Crows)
With
these
lighter
To outsmart these
mornings, seagulls (and feathered vandals, if you
crows) have at least a two don’t have a dust bin,
hour start on the refuse covering the rubbish bag
disposal men. They see our with an old blanket or
rubbish bags as their á la piece of carpet will fool the
carte breakfast. Not being birds and keep our streets
the best of diners, they toss clean and vermin free. It
aside the vegetable peelings, seems a simple suggestion,
used tea bags and yogurt being easy to carry out and
pots spreading them, and better for the refuse men,
other noisome debris, who may attempt to pick
all over the roads and up the scattered rubbish.
pavements – uugghhhh!!
Fundraising Cyclists

Nick Chater (assistant on foot), Hayden Chater, Lily
Bright, Ruby Hughes, Lily Hedge-Evans, Archie Hedge Evans (assistant on bike) did a cycle ride from Wadebridge
to Padstow and back and between them raised over £500.
The money is for aid in Nepal following the earthquake.

Becky Harrison
Boscastle Spar

We wish Becky well with
her fundraising and
hope that she takes her
camera and a notebook
with her on this amazing
adventure and reports
back to the Blowhole on
her return.
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With thanks to the National Trust for their kind permission for the use of the Harbour

GATEWAY TOILETS
Each day we see media
headlines centred around
‘budget cuts,’ ‘staff losses’
and ‘service efficiencies;’
Boscastle too, is on the
receiving end of the harsh
reality with the axing of
funds for the Gateway
toilet facility in the main
car park.
On 9th March, the Parish
Council were informed
by Cornwall Council that
the Gateway toilets will
no longer receive funding
from 1st April 2016
and therefore will close.
Cornwall Council hopes
that with sufficient time,
communities in favour of
supporting the continued
opening of their public
toilet will find ways to find
funding for their operation
which for Boscastle is
approximately
£20,000
per annum. This includes
tendering out the site to
local businesses that would
be contracted to continue
the service but could
enhance their income from
other sources such as an
ice-cream van concession,
a two-storey building
containing holiday flats or
other recreational facilities.
When the possibility of
Cornwall Council handing
over direct responsibility
for the toilets to the Parish
Council was first raised, the
Parish looked closely at its
own resources to meet such
an eventuality. The Parish
Council has limited funds.
Its 2014/15 precept was
£31,508, with expenses of
£30,046, leaving a surplus
of just £1,462. The Parish
Council maintains various
services through the village

as well as contributing
annually to community and
charitable organisations. It
is required keep a statutory
reserve and budget ahead
for anticipated capital
costs or items of unusual
expenditure. At present,
the fund is approximately
£40,000 of which £32,000
is ring-fenced. It is evident
from these figures that
any significant financial
support for the Gateway
toilets would have to come
from outside sources or
increase in precept charged
to local rate-payers.
Readers
of
The
Blowhole will already be
aware that there have been
long standing discussions
between Cornwall Council,
the Parish Council and
Boscastle Chamber of
Trade and Commerce since
July 2013 trying to find a
suitable solution to keep
the toilet facility open.
Both the Parish Council
and Chamber are keen to
see a positive solution in
keeping the facility open
without any cost being
supplemented by the
residents of the village.
Therefore, since September
2013, toilet charging of
20p per person entry has
been installed into the
Gateway toilet doors and
an extra 50p was added
to the car parking tariff
for first hour parking to
provide additional finances
in order to keep the facility
open all year round. As a
result, the 20p entry charge
produces £8,000 and the
additional 50p charge for
the first hour car parking,
£12,000 per year.

A keen group of
people from both the
Parish Council and the
Chamber have spent time
looking at viable options
to present to its members.
Initial discussions are
looking at setting up
a
parish
community
interest company (CIC)
that is far reaching rather
than specific so that the
parish can look at other
opportunities of ensuring
survival of core services and
facilities. If such an option
is best suited, the CIC
would be representative
over time of the interested
assets
it
represents.
However, discussions are
still ongoing as to operate
with any confidence, the
CIC requires a written
contract whereby Cornwall
Council lease the toilets to
the CIC with guaranteed
income from car park
and toilet charges. For

the moment, the first
payment of £12,000 raised
by the introduction of the
additional 50p added to
the car parking tariff for
first hour parking passed
over from the Cornwall
Council is being held by the
Parish Council. This is in
the shape of a community
grant until such time that
a formal discussion can be
held and a decision reached
on the best way forward for
the village.
Boscastle is a unique,
wonderful and charming
destination that many
visitors come back to year
on year. It is hoped by all
those involved that we can
find a positive outcome
whereby this facility and
others in the future will
be better protected from
the ongoing cycle of local
authority cut backs.

Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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Remembering Raymund Rogers
Raymund Rogers was
one of Cornwall’s most
accomplished
painters,
born in Bradford in 1958 he
moved to Boscastle in 1986
after having taken a degree
in Fine Art at Liverpool Art
School, followed by a postgraduate Diploma at the
Royal Academy between
1982 and 1985. Art critic
Brian Sewell, said about
his work at that time: “He
handles oil paint with the
deft, flickering touch of
a pastellist, never heavy
handed, at times more
French than English, as
though a pupil of Roussel.
Indeed he epitomises the
aims of the New English
Art Club when it was
founded a century ago-the
emergence of a fresh and
personal vision from the
perfect blend of English
and French traditions.”
In Boscastle Raymund
became a much loved and
very active member of the
community, often seen
out on the cliffs running,
in training for yet another
marathon or race. He loved

being out in the fresh air
and taking in the natural
light, the changes of
seasons and ever changing
colours of the beautiful
scenery, especially in and
around Boscastle Harbour
itself. He organised a
charitable race following
the entire coast of Cornwall
with dozens of volunteer
runners, many from local
running clubs, taking part
to achieve Raymund’s
fund-raising vision.
North Cornwall was
a constant inspiration
for Raymund, from the
beach scenes of Trebarwith
Strand,
to
Boscastle
Harbour and especially,
post-flood the Valency
valley. He liked to capture
the energy and joy of local
youngsters at play in the
water or sitting on a grassy
bank by the harbour on
a summer’s day. Life and
its constant flow was a
source of inspiration and
enjoyment for Raymund
and is reflected in his
works.

Raymund also loved the
light of the south of France
and Italy. He twice won the
Landseer prize for painting
and used the prize money to
finance trips to Laguedoc.
He regularly visited friends
in France and enjoyed
months at a time painting,
following in the footsteps
of the Impressionists such
as Monet, Cezanne and
Seurat. Whilst enjoying
a painting trip to Venice,

he skilfully depicted the
life and vivacity of the
Gondoliers, the Piazza
de San Marco and other
scenes along the canals.
In fact, Raymund often
seemed to be in, around,
or inspired by water,
replicating the sense of
fluidity and movement,
perhaps inspired by having
spent most of his later life
by the sea or rivers.
Returning
home

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
01208 72328
reception@sproullllp.co.uk
42 Molesworth Street
Wadebridge, PL27 7DP

01840 212315
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk
8 Fore Street,
Camelford, PL32 9PG

www.sproullllp.co.uk
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01208 72328
bodmin@sproulllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin, PL31 2HW

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

to his cosy cottage in
Boscastle he would often
rework initial sketches or
painting outlines, using
photographs for reference.
In situ he would make
marks on the canvass,
swift and brief. Later he
would add layers of colour,
texture and bold strokes
building up to an emotive,
colourful scene that could
either remind you of the
sparkling sun reflecting off
the sea on a hot Cornish
summer day, or the dry heat
of the parched soils in the
South of France, eliciting
the scent of dry earth and
heat haze.
Raymund’s
pictures imparted fluidity,
a momentary glimpse into
the day he painted, which
enabled you to share and
feel as he did.
As well as heavenly
landscapes,
Raymund
painted portraits of local
characters and friends. He
would often have a muse
of whom he would paint
several times in a year,
trying a variety of poses
and experimenting with
shape, form and light until
he finally achieved his ideal
painting.

Venice by Raymund Rogers
He exhibited widely
throughout his career
in both solo and group
exhibitions, including The
Royal Society of British
Artists and The New
English Art Club.
Raymund loved his
surroundings and lived
a simple life, often wild
foraging as part of his daily
routine, making healthy
dishes which could be
smelt wafting up the road
as you passed by his home.
Of course that isn’t to say
you couldn’t find him
tucking into a large bar of
dairy milk every now and
again, especially after a
long run!

Sails Café & Terrace
6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Good Quality, Locally Sourced

Homecooked Food
at

Affordable Prices
DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Bookings Welcome

01840 250501

He was very much a part
of his natural environment
and therefore heavily
influenced by the sun, the
moon and the seasons.
A keen vegetable grower
he often planted by the
phases of the moon, always
knowing when we were
in ‘retrograde’ “Don’t sow
your seeds now, Darling
girl!”
Raymund was not
opposed to a good pint in
one of his local pubs and
enjoyed the camaraderie he
found there. Often, after a
few beverages, voices would
mingle and songs would
spill out. This inspired the
friends to start up a small,
informal singing group,
who met at the pub once
weekly, singing traditional
songs from Cornwall and

beyond. The group became
known as the Boscastle
Buoys and they have gone
on to sing regularly at
many other pubs, small
festivals & even the Ripcurl
Boardmasters at Newquay!
In memory of Raymund
the Boscastle Buoys now
fundraise for the Mount
Edgecumbe Hospice and
still continue to sing all
over Cornwall (www.
boscastlebuoys.co.uk)
In his later life he
became involved in the
programme the ‘Seaside
Parish’, filmed in Boscastle,
concerning the role of
Christine Musser, the vicar
at the time. From there he
started up a small group
with his friends that became
known as the ‘The Minster
Muckers’ to help maintain
one of his favourite places,
Minster church. Like many
who visit this place, he
felt a great sense of peace,
calm and beauty. And of
course, being Raymund,
he enjoyed the play of light
dappling through the large
trees, snowdrops, bluebells,
daffodils and the smell of
garlic flowers in spring, but
most of all the changes that
passed through this tableau
throughout the months. He
spent a lot of time with the
‘Minster Muckers’, clearing
continues on page 10

Kernow Properties
in Camelford market
properties both for
rental and sale in the
Boscastle area. With our
local knowledge and all
the latest internet sales connections we are your best bet for
getting your property viewed by both local and national buyers
and prospective tenants.
We give personal service and are available at any time during
working hours to visit you and give help and information free
of charge.

Contact: Irene, Julie, Paul or Mark on 01840 212938
e-mail camelford@kernowproperties.co.uk
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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Remembering

£595 with the majority of
items being priced around
£100.
All are encouraged to
simply discover the church
and its whereabouts, take a
walk through the Valency
valley,
download
the
geocache app and make a
fun day with all the family
following directions to
find caches hidden around
the area. There will be
refreshments, cakes and
merchandise available to
buy. For those unable to
visit but wish to find out
more, you can still part
take by seeing most of the
artwork revealed online at
the websites listed below.
Contact Garry Benson on
01840 250 466 if you want
to know any more about
this exciting event.

Raymund Rogers
continued from page 9

away years of overgrowth,
exposing
graves
and
allowing swathes of fresh
light in to bounce in and
around the graveyard and
off the imposing, granite
church walls. This in turn
brought an extra softness
and lightness to the interior
of the church.
Raymund,
upon
knowing he was ill and
his likely prognosis even
picked the spot where he
would eventually be laid
to rest. He was very much
enamoured with Minster
church, Boscastle and the
surrounding area.
Today
Raymund’s
sister Jane has very kindly
donated 64 of his earliest
works, heavily featuring
sketches
in
pencil,
charcoals and pastels
(including several muses)
some watercolours and oils
to be sold, in order to raise
funds for Minster Church,
to help pay for muchneeded renovations.
Minster Community

Ramsons and Bluebells in the Valency Valley
Fellowship alongside the bidders will be contacted
PCC will be hosting a afterwards). Should anyone
charity sale on the weekend not be able to attend
of July 11th & 12th at the sale weekend but be
Minster Church, Boscastle, interested in purchasing
PL35 0BN. People will be one of the pieces then
able to visit 10am-4pm they should contact Garry
on either day, in order to Benson (01840 250466)
view the pictures. Anyone who may be able to arrange
can purchase a picture a viewing – but strictly on
‘then and there’ and take it the basis that any picture
away with them by simply purchased prior to the sale
meeting the ‘set price’ weekend must be at the
already placed on the item. ‘set price’ (no bids will be
Alternatively they can offer accepted) and will not be
a lower ‘bid price’ and released until after it has
they then get the picture been exhibited over the sale
if no one comes in with weekend. Prices for the 64
a higher bid or matches pieces range from £25 to
the ‘set price’ by the end
www.facebook.com/minsterchurchboscastle
of the weekend (winning
www.minstercommunityfellowship.co.uk

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES  BAR SNACKS 
 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT  SUNDAY CARVERY 
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm ~ Evening 6.00pm-9.00pm

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

20 Jun: Hot Pearl Snatch

25 July: Blue Slate

27 Jun: The Prevention

1 Aug: Tankslappers

28 Jun: afternoon music
with The Toilet Monsters

15 Aug: Blood on Blood

4 July: Silverback
11 July: Dusk at Dawn’s
18 July: Strangebrood

8 Aug: Strangebrood
22 Aug: The Toilet Monsters
29 Aug: Hot Pearl Snatch
5 Sept: The Horse Band

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com
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Boscastle and Crackington Gig Club News
Club membershave been
training hard on the
water and in the gym,
and some amazing results
at the WPGC 2015 are
testament to this, with
the Mens A achieving an
overall position of 44th
and the Ladies A 57th and
some very respectable
performances put in by
the Bs, Cs, Vets and Super
Vets.
The World Pilot Gig
Championships,
held
on The Isles of Scilly, are
the biggest event in the
gig rowing calendar, this
year with almost 150 gigs
taking part, some from as
far afield as the USA.
The conditions at
this year’s champs were
pretty challenging with
some big seas to contend
with and finished with
a controversial decision
in the Ladies final, the
St Mary’s Team being
disqualified and Newquay
crowned world champions.
2015 marks a very
special Anniversary for
Boscastle and Crackington
Gig Club. The club was
formed 10 years ago,
after the flood which
devastated both Boscastle

and Crackington in August
2004, and its first gig was
named, suitably, Torrent.
10 years on and the
Club is going from
strength to strength, with
over 60 rowing members,
a beautiful new livery in
blue and gold and 4 gigs.
Torrent, Rival (one of only
25 boats to have taken
part in the first IOS Gig
Championships), Golden
Gear and a plastic boat
kept at Tamar Lake named
Porthkragen (Cove of the
Little Crag) the Cornish
name for Crackington
Haven.
BCGC has a lot to look
forward to and celebrate
this year; Hard training at
all levels is paying off with
some really great results, it’s
already been a very exciting
year, with the main racing
and regatta season still
ahead. 10th Anniversary
Celebration planning is
well underway, with a
Regatta, Ball and many
other ideas in the mix.
If you’d like to find out
more about the Club please
follow us on Facebook:
Boscastle & Crackington
Pilot Gig Club ,
Twitter: @BCGigClub

Orchard Lodge b&b
Gunpool Lane
More awards
Boscastle
Better than ever..
PL35 0AT
01840 250418
New look

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135
danroots@aol.com
Roofing • Carpentry • New Build
Extensions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

01840 212258
07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk

Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations

JCW

The

Arthur W. Bryant
Funeral Service

· PROFESSIONAL, CARING AND
PERSONAL ATTENTION
24 HOURS A DAY

· PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

19 MARKET PLACE
CAMELFORD
CORNWALL
PL32 9PD

01840 214891

Tel:
Mobile: 07787 576345

R. MEARS & Sons
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

Cowl fitting service, CCTV investigation work
carried out. Servicing to all Oil & Solid stoves
wood burners,Rayburns & Boilers etc.
Fully serviced and repaired

01840 261 221 • 077375 33392
www.sweepcornwall.com

Covering Cornwall & West Devon
Est. over 30 years N0711/30134
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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Kendra’s Journal

Mila and Kendra
The breeders had two
February 2015
She has arrived! ‘Nicholee litters of German Shepherd
Stars in Your Eyes’ (her pups – 5 girls and 12 boys
Kennel Club name) or - from which Jan and Bob
as she is better known - could choose. Jan says Mila
Mila (pronounced Mile was the friendliest pup.
– a). We collected Mila (Knowing Mila as I do that
on 22nd February. She could mean she had the
was six weeks, three days waggy-est tail and was the
old. So now I have a sister nosiest.)
and what a sister! Mila is
March
a good name for her, as
In March, despite winter
she is a Mile-a-Mischief.
hanging
on, the village
Although she is not much
was
awash
with golden
bigger than one of my toy
Teddy bears, she seems daffodils but Mila didn’t
to think she can boss me see them. She had to stay
around (she looks a bit indoors until after Nick,
like one too, as she is small the Vet, had given her the
and fluffy). ‘Respect, little second puppy injection. So
sister, if you don’t mind!!’ for the first two weeks Mila

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470

was true to her Kennel
Club name - you know the
song ‘Stars in Your Eyes, everything was ‘going in
one ear and out the other’
and she had us all ‘dancing
on a string’. To drain some
of her energy, but mainly
to get her to behave, when
she was 10 weeks old Bob
started her training (and
not before time). Bob, ‘You
think someday she’ll come
to you’? (Sorry, I just keep
remembering the words of
that song.) As she was so
young her training only
lasted five minutes. Bob
says she had the attention
span ‘of an earwig’ (and he
was not joking!). The toy
box Jan bought is obsolete,
well, there is more room in
the garden for teddies and
some of them make very
good pillows when you fall
asleep playing with them.
When Mila was able to
go out Jan and Bob took
her to Puppy training, run
by the Vet’s practice – she
was the biggest puppy
there (Jan didn’t say what
the other pups thought of
that, but I can guess). Now
she could come with us on
our walks on the ‘Stitches’.
Since the Ruby Reds had
gone to their summer
fields and ploughing and
planting hadn’t started yet,

T

Mila ran all around the
fields. Fortunately, she was
too tired to chew my tail
(or any other part of me)
when we got home.

April
At Easter Mollydoodle
came to stay again. She
was not amused to find
a new dog in the house. I
think she felt a bit upset
because she thought Mila
was my new best friend.
I explained that she is my
sister not my new best friend
- best friends don’t chew on
friends tails or try to drag
them around by it. After a
few days (of ignoring then
growling at Mila) Molly
decided she was her new
best friend (that’s cool, I
don’t mind, really!!).
I expect many of you
had visitors come to stay
around Easter and so did
we. Mila behaved very well
with them, especially with
the baby and she began
to understand what ‘NO’
meant!! (Progress, Mila!!)
We had a few days of really
summery weather in April.
So we went for walks in
Valency Valley, where
the bluebells, wild garlic,
primroses and violets were
all in flower. Swimming
in the Valency River was
a new experience for Mila

A N PA R T R I C
T
S
I
K
R

CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS
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but she saw me in the water
so she knew it would be
alright. However, when we
went to the beach she was
not so sure about the sea.
Mila doesn’t understand
about waves. She thinks
they are chasing her when
they come towards her, so
she runs away from them,
but when they roll back to
the sea she becomes braver
and chases them. She
doesn’t understand seagulls
either, especially when they
sit on our roof and make a
noise like a cat. (I can see
her thinking ‘they don’t
look like cats but they
sound like them. So are
they cats?) Other birds are
fun, though; like cats, they
are there to be chased! The
vacuum cleaner and the
hair dryer are a cause of
concern - she hides when
they come out. I think my
credibility goes up when I
show I am not frightened
by them. ‘Something else
for you to get used to Mila’.

May
In May the weather
turned cold again, that
was no problem for Mila
or me as we both have
thick fur coats. She didn’t
mind the cold, even when
she fell in the fish pond.
Despite the cold weather, I
expect some of you decided
it was time to do some
gardening. Perhaps it’s the
influence of the Chelsea
Flower Show programmes.
Well, my little sister (not
so little now) must have
been watching too, because
Mila decided to help Jan
and Bob dig the garden.
It did mean that ‘No’ was
becoming more familiar to
her.
Jan often goes to the
Methodist’s book swap and
coffee morning and we go
with her. It is good to get
puppies used to different
situations and people also
used to sitting quietly –
and patiently. Most of the
time she behaves herself,
especially if there is food
about.
Mila’s training is going
well. She listens more
when she is told to ‘come’
(that’s known as ‘recall’);
she can ‘sit’ and walk to
‘heel’ now. Bob sometimes
includes me in her training

– just to show her how it’s
done. At six months she
will start training to bring
her up to competition
level. She has to be able to
‘sit’ for 5 minutes and find
her handler when he hides
from her. I am trained to
‘scent discrimination’ level.
To explain, a judge gives a
handkerchief to the dog’s
handler, using tongs so
that the judge’s scent is not
on it. Still in the tongs, the
handkerchief is taken some
distance to where there
are other handkerchiefs
hidden under covers. The
dog has to select the correct
handkerchief from the pile.
I hope you didn’t get
lost in the sea fogs we have
been having this month. It
made things very wet for
our walks; I hope June will
have better weather.
I will look out for you
when we are out walking.
To be continued ……
GQ

Cornwall Adoption
Our Cornwall office is
open on one Saturday of
every month where you
can talk with our specialist
adoption social workers
and experienced adoptive
parents about all aspects of
adoption.
Our next open morning
is July 18th from 10am to
12 noon.
10am – 11am Presentation
with the chance to hear
from one of our adopters
11am – 12 noon Staff
and adopters available for
individual questions and
discussion
Tea/coffee and biscuits
will be available.
You can book a
slot by calling 01872
444100 or email info@
familiesforchildren.org.uk
or turn up on the day.
Families for Children
Cornwall office is: Room
A107
Advent
House
Victoria Offices Station
Approach Victoria St
Austell PL26 8LG There is
ample parking
Katy Cooney
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Harbourmaster’s News

Left to right: William Nicholls, the rescuer and Joe Bath
April weather lent itself
to a good start this year
and although the sea
temperatures were low
Beeny and Rene were
both in the water and Dr
Garrod and Ian Young had
their boat on the moorings
by early May. I managed to
catch five stone of mackerel
on one trip and Pollack
have been plentiful. Rough
winds in May have been
challenging but then as
with the Shakespeare line
“Rough winds do shake
the darling buds in May”
they have certainly shaken
the rigging down on the
harbour this year.
Steve Nicholls dropped
into the office and
reminded me of the story
of his great grandfather,
William, who, in bad
weather in 1906, got into
trouble in an open boat off
Boscastle when a gale blew
up that year and they were
feared lost. As it turned out

they were picked up by a
Bude ketch “the President
Garfield” and landed in
Pembrokeshire after their
boat had broken up. Steve
showed me the old black
and white photo of his
grandfather seen here
wearing a Boscastle pattern
Guernsey. I gather that in
those days each Cornish
Fishing village had its own
distinct pattern so that the
bodies washed up could be
traced to their home ports.
Fortunately we have
moved on since then and
although fishing remains
dangerous most now try
to wear a life jacket and
few go to sea without a
radio and a good look
at the weather forecast
beforehand. The NCI up at
the lookout now monitor
all movements in and out
of the harbour which is a
valuable voluntary service.
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Chris Key May 2015

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
-----------------• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
-----------------Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle
A Family run B&B offering
quality, comfort and a relaxed
informal atmosphere
Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House
Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush                   
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius

• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to
take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted
coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine
Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE
01208880215
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk

CORNISH STORES
Vi Biddick, of Potters Lane celebrated her 90th birthday
in April this year. She held an ‘open house’ for friends,
relatives and neighbours on the day. David Flower’s
photograph shows her about to cut her birthday cake.

VILLAGE SHOP
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

Candlelit evenings 2015

Saturdays 8-11pm.
30th May
1st August
15th August
29th August
31st
31 October

01840 250344

The Old Manor House
Restaurant Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250251
Serving breakfast, lunches, evening meals
Homemade Cornish cream teas
Enjoy your visit in the restaurant or our large
sheltered tea garden. Dogs on leads welcome.

ALL DISHES ON OUR MENU ARE AVAILABLE TO
TAKEAWAY HOT OR COLD

www.museumofwitchcraft.com
The Museum of Witchcraft and Magic
The Harbour
Boscastle
Cornwall
PL35 0HD
Tel: 01840 250111
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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Church Views

Dear friends
I can hardly believe that
my Matthew has finished
his first year at University
and is already home for
the entire Summer – and
I am writing this article at
the end of May……..so it
is all change again at the
Rectory as Matthew settles
back into life at home (lets
hope that he can carry
on with his own washing
and ironing –-----I doubt
though that there is any
real hope of that!!)
Time does not stand
still though and the same
must also be said about
the Church of God, we
need to move forward to
be able to promote the
Kingdom here on earth,
and this is really exciting
time for the various church
communities in the Group,
as they look forward into
the future to see how
they can reach out into
their own communities
to spread the Gospel of
Christ. If you have any
ideas of things that the
Group, or your own parish,
should be doing in the
future then please, please
do have a word.
My contract with the
Diocese has just changed
as well (1st April), I am
now no longer the Priest in
Charge, but have become
the Rector – what does this

mean to the villages? Well,
nothing at all really, it is
really just a recognition
that the Diocese have
no more plans, at this
moment in time, to add,
or remove any churches
from
the
Boscastle
and Tintagel Group of
Churches. So, you should
not notice any difference
at all, it will just save me
some ink when signing
official documents.
So what is in a name?
Does it really matter if
I am now Rector? and
actually also ‘Lord of the
Manor of Polyphant’ a
very ancient title that goes
with Minster Church,
but actually means very
little now a days as there
is no manor, no land, no
money… I am not sure
at all that a change in
title means anything to
anybody here at all. Many
people have always called
me Rector, or Vicar, and
Priest in Charge is such
a mouth full that it is
still far easier to call me
Robert which means
‘bright fame’.
When I was looking
up the meaning for
Robert it also come up
with:
‘People with this
name have a deep inner
desire to inspire others
in a higher cause, and to
share their own strongly
held views on spiritual
matters, and people called
Robert strive for harmony
and balance in their lives,
and respond positively to
beautiful things.’
What a lot to live up
to! But actually I do think
that I do have a strong
view of spiritual matters
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(and I should do being
a Priest) and I also do
respond very positively
to beautiful things – so
perhaps I was named
correctly after all.
Why do we call our
children the names that
we call them? What does
it all mean? What name
does God call us by? After
all it says in Isaiah 43
‘But now thus says
the Lord, he who created
you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have
called you by name, you
are mine.’
I have called you by
name, you are mine –
God knows each and
every one of us, he knows
all our names and cares
deeply for us all.
God is love and those
who live in love, live in
God – words that we all
perhaps should take to
heart. If we loved one
another there would be
no more war, no more
violence, no more hatred
– instead we would be
creating heaven here on
earth.
Let us all then love one
another as Jesus taught us
to do.
Yours in Christ
Robert – also known
as…….
Rector of Boscastle
and Tintagel Group of
Churches
Rural Dean of Stratton
Lord of the Manor of
Polyphant
Son of Olive and
Sydney
Brother of Angela and
Andrew
Husband of Margaret
Dad of Matthew and
Rebecca
Child of God

Barbara Honey
Barbara Honey died on the
1st of March 2015 aged 87
years.
She lived nearly all
of her life in Boscastle
attending
Forrabury
Church and Minster
Church. Barbara and her
friends looked after both
churches with loving care.
She and her husband Brian
were long time members of
the British Legion. A quiet,
modest woman Barbara
will be remembered by all
who knew her.

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663
Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in
the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

Christian Aid
Charity
Boscastle Group of
Churches.
Photos taken by David
Flower in the Vicarage,
Boscastle on 21st May
2015.
Pictured right, holding
some of the banners made
that morning are Chris
Jadar (Christian Aid),
Father Robert Thewsey
(Vicar
of
Boscastle),
Margaret Thewsey and
Reverend Paul Benyon
(Curate).

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Katy Holmes Exercise
Class
This popular and fun
exercise class will begin
again in Camelford on
Wednesday 9th September
at 9.30am in the Camelford
Hall. The warm & friendly
class lasts an hour or so.
Please give Katy a call
to find out more: 01208
815725

Post Office
From 16th June, the Post
Office will no longer be
situated at Cornish Stores.
Colin Pound, change
manager for post offices in
Cornwall, is currently
looking at alternative
locations.

Above making banners are
Chris Jadar, Angela Pethick,
Mike Titchin, Jenny
Northcott, Sarah Northcott
and Jo Hosking.

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Full range of plumbing services
Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems
Landlord Safety Certification
OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING

www.old-coach.co.uk

01840 250853
07773 132221
faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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News from the Lookout

We do see some of
the
more
interesting
varities of human up on
Willapark, ranging from
Walker
(Professional/
International) with full
expedition gear to Visitor
(Amateur/Domestic) with
a precautionary umbrella
and a rain hat, but this
year, your correspondent
had his first sighting of a
new species.
A hard hat appeared
to be bobbing about just
below the Southern edge
of Western
Blackapit
looking out to Short Island.
The hat vanished and then
reappeared in a slightly
different location. Now,

we are there to provide
support and assistance to
land lubbers as well as seagoers and fearing that this
was an unfortunate kayaker
compelled to climb the
cliff to save themselves
or report an accident so I
went out to offer assistance
and was greeted by Rock
Climber
(Professional/
Expert) completed with
ropes, carabineers and
other specialist metal-ware.
Not very complimentary
about the quality of rock
we stood on but very
friendly and an interesting
addition to our local flora
and fauna.
That goes for our new

P
E
N
N
I
N
G
PA I N T I N G
Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

01840 250047

Devon

01626 337596
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four-legged friends and the
seven of them seem quite
unfazed by passing humans
and we look foward to
watching them interact
with our other visitors
during the summer season.
Our Wind Turbine
has had it’s usual share of
mishaps and according to
the supplier our turbine
is subject to such severe
conditions that the hub
shows the most wear that
they have seen. This is
believed to be because of
the turbulent conditions
above the lookout – highly
variable and rapid changes
in both wind direction
and speed. In fact our
German supplier has
actually changed aspects
of their design in response
to lessons learned from the
installation at Boscastle.
Happy to help improve the
breed!
Chris Key gave our May
meeting a really interesting
talk about his duties as
Harbourmaster and his
local fishing experiences.
We had the chance learn
more about potting and
ask if there was anything

we could do to make his
life easier. Everyone felt
that now we had our own
Channel 65 it would be
easier for local boats to keep
in touch with us and check
on weather conditions
outside the harbour.
By the time you read
this we will have been
manning the stand at the
Royal Cornwall Show
that we share with our
colleagues at Stepper Point
in an effort to recruit more
Watchkeepers.
We would really like to
man more evening shifts
during the Summer but we
do need more volunteers.
Remember, you don’t have
to walk up to the Lookout
to help our cause, we are
always happy to welcome
volunteers as fund raisers
to help keep our station
running.
So if you, or any one you
know would be interested
in spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, John Davis on
07791761502.
MW

WI News
During our March meeting
at Boscastle village hall
we were transported to
Truro Cathedral when
Eileen Beall gave members
a guided tour of The
Cathedral Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, with
the aid of slides. When
visiting the Cathedral it is
easy to miss many of the
objects she had captured
on film and so after a brief
outline of the history of the
Cathedral, Eileen talked us
through the slides. Such
items as the Father Willis
Organ; the Tinworth
Panel; the painting by
John Millar - ‘Cornubia,
Land of the Saints’; the
Reredos (with its Nine
Choirs of Angels) and the
14th century Pieta attract
the interest of visitors from
all parts of the globe. The
stained glass windows are
outstanding, depicting the
‘laying of the foundation
stone’; John Wesley and
not one but three ‘Rose
Windows’.
Our March coffee
morning was a visit
to Cowslip, always a
favourite
delicious
cakes and cheese scones;
inspiring quilts and fabrics;
the tranquillity of the
surrounding countryside
and not forgetting views of
Launceston, perched like a
distant Italianate town.
In April we entered a
team for ‘The Church Quiz
Night’. The evening was
great fun, well attended
and although we were not
knowledgeable enough to
reach the top three winners
(we were fourth!!) our table
won first prize for being the
best dressed – our theme

being ‘The Alternative
WI Calendar Girls’. Not
wishing to frighten the
other
contestants
we
refrained from ‘coming
naked’, instead dressed
in black with accessories
of pearls, chapeaux and
sunflowers!!
Our April meeting
was a ‘hands on’ floral
workshop, demonstrated
and
encouraged
by
Boscastle member, Mary
Shepherd. Despite the
floral reservations of some
members of the group each
arrangement was pleasingly
artistic, colourful and
individualistic. More to
the point, we all enjoyed
the workshop very much,
so ‘Thank You’ Mary for
arranging it.
Also in April four
members made the trip to
Withiel WI for one of their
‘artistic days’, arranged by
Alice Brown. We spent
the morning browsing
the
Newlyn
Painters
with
Louise
Connell
- Director of Penlee
Gallery and Museum,
Penzance. The theme of
this year’s exhibition at
the Gallery coincides with
the 2015 United Nations
International Year of Soils
and is entitled ‘Sons and
Daughters of the Soil’.
Many of the Newlyn
painters depicted the fisher
folks’ struggle to survive
– shipwreck, widowhood
and lonely old age - and
with characters looking
so lifelike, viewing the
paintings could be a very
emotional experience.
After lunch, Jonathan
Mann delighted us with
an organ recital in Withiel
church, taking us from

Defibrilator Fundraiser: Dee Willis enjoying the company
of Tilly the dog. Photo David Flower
church
and
classical
music to more modern
arrangements – a very
enjoyable day, all thanks to
Alice Brown for organising
it. We will be on the
lookout for the next one.
Early May saw us
fund raising, with a large
portion of our annual
coffee morning’s profits
ear-marked for the Public
Access Defibrillator, planned
for Boscastle. We were able
to hand over £225 to Jill
Stephens, when she came
to our May meeting and
told us about her fundraising and showed us her
London Marathon medal.
We were very impressed
by Jill’s achievements,
both Marathon running
and fund raising. She has
run the London Marathon
three times and was due
to run the coastal path
later that week. She had
already accrued more
than enough to purchase
the Defibrillator and our
donation will go towards
a second one, so that,
eventually, there is one at
the top of the village and
another in the harbour
area.

The
May
Coffee
Morning trip was to
Lifton Farm Shop, where
members (full of coffee
and cake) were tempted by
freshly made breads, home
grown fruit and vegetables,
amongst other goodies.
June is the Royal
Cornwall Show and once
again some members
will be in the WI tent to
dispense teas – hope the
weather is cool and calm!!
So perhaps we will see you
there.
The June meeting will
see the return of Michael
Prettejohn – not to
continue his experiences
as a Vet, but to talk
about ‘A Swazi Wedding’.
Intriguing!!
Later in the month
some members will be
taking a ‘Walk’ around
Fowey followed be a ‘Boat
Trip’, so let’s hope the
weather is behaving itself
then too!! So should you be
interested in joining us, we
meet every second Tuesday
in the village hall at 2pm,
come along and get to
know us. You may even
know some of us already.
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Brian Clarke
6 March 1948 - 10 April 2015
Brian was born in Hull the
second son of George and
Isobel he had three brothers
Arnold, Clive & Denis
& a sister Karen. His dad
worked on the railways as a
guard & his mum worked
as a cook for the local nuns.
His love of country
sports started young when
staying with his uncle Billy
and being taught how to
use an air gun. His best
friend’s dad had a horse &
cart and the boys enjoyed
going on his rounds selling
fruit and veg.
He trained as an
engineer and tool maker
and moved to Hampshire
in his twenties. He spent
two years working in Gimli
in Canada before returning
to Hampshire to set up his
own engineering company.
He joined Engineering
&
Developments
in
Lymington,
precision
engineers to the defence
industry, where he worked
his way from the shop floor
to eventually becoming
Director and General
Manager. He was a skilled
engineer and perfectionist
in everything he did.
He met Pam in 1985
and they married in 1992
having 30 happy years
together. They eventually
fulfilled their dream of
moving
to
Boscastle
Cornwall in 2006.
He very quickly got a job
working 4 days a week later
reduced to 3 days for J&N
Engineering in Bodmin, he
enjoyed being back “on the

tools” and passing on his
knowledge to those who
wanted to learn rather
than the responsibilities of
management.
He enjoyed all country
sports being a keen fly
fisherman, shooter, gun
dog trainer and working
his dogs, he eventually
bought his boat and
enjoyed sea fishing, still
patiently waiting for a
berth in the harbour! He
used his considerable skills
on their house building
a large wooden garage &
workshop and making the
utility room a luxury home
for the dogs.
He was well known in
the village accompanied by
his dog Drummer and often
ending up in the Cobweb
to enjoy conversations and
“leg pulling” with the other
locals and Adrian, John,
Norm and all the other
staff.
He was immensely
proud of his family
his daughter Julie her
husband Mike & his
two grandchildren Laura
& James and all their
achievements giving them
space to make their own
mistakes but always there
when needed.
Brian had a wicked
sense of humour which
was felt by everyone who
experienced his gentle wit.
He would not tolerate
hypocrisy or disloyalty
and had great passion and
integrity in anything he
undertook.
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He loved the village and
became a Parish councillor
to be able to give something
back to the community,
working tirelessly on the
preparation of the Parish
Plan questionnaire, at the
Village hall and on the
Castle Site not to mention
the normal business of
the council. He took his
responsibilities as a parish
councillor very seriously
and was passionate about
the village of Boscastle. He
worked enthusiastically on

the Parish plan and it is a
great disappointment that
he will not see the finished
article.
Everything
he
undertook he did well, no
matter how large or small
the situation he would
always be a perfectionist.
Being a born again
rocker he had to come to
terms with having a Mod
for a grand-daughter but
loved her dearly and teased
her unmercifully, nearly

Brian Clarke
getting her drummed out
of the Mods when she had
her photo taken sitting on
his motorbike!
He was looking forward
to using his Grandson’s
plumbing skills on one of
his many projects around
the Chestnuts.
On coming to Boscastle
he very quickly got to
know Alan Darlinson
a fellow shooter who
introduced him to the
shoot at Lesnewth where
he went as a beater/pickerup working his Labradors
Glen & Drummer. This
was a real joy to him and
their achievements in
finding difficult birds were
a great source of pride. If
only the ground had been
flat!!!
The DIY shoot at
Hendra gave him great
pleasure, building the pens,
clearing the drives and
then the shoot days with
the get together in the Hut
to discuss the day. Great
laughs and wonderful
scenery coming home tired
and often very muddy!!!!
As to the shoot dinners
perhaps the less said about
them the better.
He really enjoyed going

to all the functions
in and around the
village
and
had
become a regular
at the Wellington
and Napoleon pub
quizzes, usually with
John & Dawn Forde
joining him and Pam
as team members.
Their only trophies
were a wooden spoon
from the Welly and a
chocolate lolly from
the Nap - both for
being the strongest teamthat is holding everyone
else up from the bottom!!
He recently celebrated
his birthday with a meal at
the Nap and then before
coming home just popped
into the public bar to
see friends- very much
later a very wobbly walk
home- a good job it was all
downhill.
He so enjoyed Boscastle
that he always said “Who
needs to go on holiday
when you live here”
Brian would be so very
proud of all the wonderful
help and kindness that
has been shown to Pam
and all his family. They
would like to express their
sincere thanks to everyone

who attended his funeral
and wake and for the
generous donations, so far
totalling £565, which will
be split between the village
defibrillator and the Village
Hall.
On behalf of the Parish
Council at its meeting
of 22nd April Councillor
Chris Jarvis delivered the
following tribute:
"Brian Clarke was coopted onto the Council
just two years ago and
rapidly proved to be a great
asset. He was enthusiastic
and intelligent, did careful
research on issues and threw
himself
wholeheartedly
into Council work. He
rapidly became not just

a member - but rather a
leading light in several
sub groups including the
Church Hall, the Castle Site
purchase and Village Plan.
It was with considerable
pleasure that I worked
with him on the latter
where he put considerable
effort into creating the
initial questionnaire. He
contributed much to the
community and I think
it fair to say that it will
be nigh impossible to
replace him. I speak for all
when I express our sincere
condolences to his widow
Pam."
Parish
Chairman,
Councillor David Ferrett,
called for a minute's silence
in memory of Brian.

Literacy Tuition
There are quite a few adults out there who
are not confident of their reading and writing
skills, but they are understandably shy about
coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would
like to offer private tuition to such people,
free of charge and in strictest confidence.
Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see
what we can arrange.
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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The Museum of Witchcraft
has been in Boscastle since
1960. This winter, a pretty
momentous name change
took place - we are now
called the Museum of
Witchcraft and Magic. We
have a new logo (MWM in
branches and twigs) which
appears on the new signs
on the Museum’s exterior.
We also had some major
work done this winter. The
shop and entranceway have
been completely revamped
and we have lots of new
shop stock and books for

Above is the new exhibition space, pictured at the top of the page is one of the
new display cabinets with pull-out drawers to explore. Below is a print from the
current exhibition
sale. The first three galleries
have also been refurbished.
We
have
completely
re-done our Images of
Witchcraft and Persecution
displays.
The major change was
the removal of the stone
circle to make way for a
temporary exhibition space.
We will have a different

exhibition in there each
year from now on so there
will always be something
new to see. Our first ever
temporary exhibition is
an art exhibition entitled
Witches and Witch Lore:
the illustrations of Jos A
Smith. It will run until at
least November 2015.
There were a few
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innovations last year which we
plan to continue with this year.
Last year’s candlelit evenings will
be happening again this year on
Saturdays from 8pm until 11pm
(last entry at 10.30pm). The next
dates for this year are: 1st August,
15th August, 29th August and
31st October (where visitors are
encouraged to visit the Museum
in costume for Halloween). We
will also be open again in the
winter this year including over
the Christmas holidays. Look out
for more details on this in future
editions of the Blowhole and on
the Museum website.
JH

Open daily from April - Halloween
Tel - 01840 250111
www.museumofwitchcraft.com

Raising Funds for ‘Abi’s Wish To Walk’

Stuart Biddick is pictured with Boscastle Buoys receiving a cheque for £500 on behalf of his great-granddaughter, Abi.
This lower back, the nerve roots that’s it, the spasticity is
The money has been raised Cerebral Palsy.
from sales of their CD, means daily living, from are separated out and tested gone. Abi's pain would
“Safe and Sound”, and will buttoning a shirt to walking individually using electrical be eliminated making her
go toward the £50,000 which, many of us take for currents to show up which wish to walk a huge step
target needed for Abi, who granted, can be 100 times ones are sending out the closer.
'faulty' signals from the
suffers from Cerebral Palsy, harder for Abi.
https://www.justgiving.
to travel to America for an
Abi is unable to stand brain to the muscle, the com/abiswishtowalk/
operation to help her walk. alone and cannot walk 'faulty ones' are cut and
Boscastle Buoys would without aids, even then,
like to thank the public for she has to have someone
GHM
their continued support close by. She has daily
and inform everyone of exercises to help with her
Building Maintenance
their forthcoming new spasticity which increases
Insurance Fire & Flood Damage
as she grows. It is like a
CD, “The reason why!”
Stuart’s
great- battle with the spasticity.
Kitchens, Bathrooms
granddaughter, Abi is a 13 Abi has a challenged and
year old, strong minded, painful life.
Interior & Exterior Decorating
There is however, the
motivated young lady
Refurbishments
from Camelford who chance of a life-changing
struggles with day to day operation carried out by Dr.
Free Estimates
living due to her cerebral Park at St Louis Hospital in
palsy. She was born 10 the US in Missouri, called
Phone 01840230380
weeks premature and lack SDR (Selective Dorsal
of oxygen at birth resulted Rhizotomy). Here, a small
Mobile 07970275330
in spastic quadriplegia incision is made into the
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015
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The Reading Room
Once more I have unlocked
the door to the ancient
Reading Room and I am
sitting quietly, drinking
in the atmosphere and
marvelling
how
the
history of this room seems
to hang in the air. It
occurs to me how powerful
literature is and how vital
it is for enlightenment and
understanding. In our
short lives we cannot hope
to experience everything
for ourselves but we can
visit so much through
the pages of a book.
We can be transported
to other countries and
be immersed in other
cultures. We can glimpse
inside the minds of people
who are unlike ourselves
and begin to understand
the uniqueness of each
person. These experiences
are
enhanced
and
enriched when you come
together with others to
share and to discuss your
thoughts. Why not join us
as we compare our recent
literary journeys.
THE DARK
MONARCH
BY SVEN BERLIN
Sven Berlin was born
in Sydenham, SouthEast London in 1911.
He was a prominent and
controversial figure whose
education and career path
was as unorthodox himself.
He left school at the age
of twelve and took a job
as an adagio dancer in the
Music Halls. He believed
that this opportunity to
study the human form in

motion and at rest, were
to stand him in good stead
throughout his life.
The Dark Monarch,
Sven Berlin’s defamatory
account of St Ives sealed his
departure from Cornwall,
(complete with horsedrawn caravan), where
he had lived unhappily
in an artistic community
that included Barbara
Hepworth, Bernard Leach,
Ben Nicholson, Bryan
Winter, Alfred Wallis,
Roger Hilton, Terry Frost
and Arthur Caddick.
He felt he had been
snubbed, by some of the
adherents of abstraction,
as a figurative painter
and sculptor. He wrongly
assumed that his enemies
would
not
recognise
themselves in the ‘fictional’
characters of the supposed
novel. Arthur Caddick, a
close friend, was the first of
four who filed for libel. The
suit was settled out of court
and Berlin lost £7,500
in damages. All copies,
including 575 that had
been sold, were ordered to
be destroyed. It is thought
about 100 copies escaped
into the hands of freethinking north Cornish art
lovers!
This action ruined
him
financially
and
emotionally
but
he
remained unrepentant to
the end, insisting that his
novel was a work of the
imagination, rather than
a factual document. He
became paranoid and led
an unsettled life which
ended in rural Dorset in
1999.
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Ironically ‘The Dark
Monarch’ instantly became
a much sought after
collector’s item!
This novel is a lightly
disguised depiction of life
in the 1950’s heyday of
the St. Ives Art Colony.
It reveals all aspects of
their life - warts and all.
Against this background
of petty vanities, quarrels,
armours and eccentricities
we follow the life of the
author. Returning from
war service he learns his
wife has betrayed him. He
then finds and tragically
loses, new love.
The bookworms were
disappointed that this book
was not about Cornwall as
expected, but nevertheless
it gave an interesting
perspective on the well
known Art Community of
St. Ives.
It was recognised that
this book had moments
of beautiful descriptions
and the use of his drawings
really added to his writing,
however, the writing quality
was uneven and it was
felt that the story did not
flow. We were constantly
waiting for something to
happen. Parts of the story
were not expanded on and
you were left not knowing
the outcomes. Also, the

story was peopled by too
many characters, most of
them difficult to relate to
or like! The dialogues were
very odd.
As
residents
of
Cornwall, some born &
bred here, we were totally
confused by the locations
used in the book.
We wondered why
it was eventually republished. Apparently, all
those involved in its republication hoped it would
cause people to take it as it
was meant by Sven Berlin.
It was meant as a portrayal
of a community where a
love of this most magical
place and awareness of
that magic is, inevitably,
tinged with anger at
those who had sought to
misappropriate it.
We were left pondering
on that thought. Maybe
Sven did the job he set out
to do??
Storyline 3; Quality of
writing 5.5

THE VERY
THOUGHT OF YOU
BY ROSIE ALISON
Rosie Alison grew up
in Yorkshire, and read
English at Keble College,
Oxford. She then spent ten
years directing television
documentaries before she

Ruth Puddick
ARMCM GRNCM

VIOLIN & VIOLA TUITION

• all ages, beginners to diploma
• preparation for professional auditions
• chamber music coaching
Very experienced teacher, ex-BBC Philharmonic player

Phone: 01566 781845

became a film Producer
at Heyday Films. She
is married with two
daughters and lives in
London. Written in 2009,
The Very Thought of You
was her first novel. It was
put on the Amazon Rising
Stars shortlist and was also
shortlisted for the 2010
Orange Prize for Fiction.
The book is set on the
brink of World War II and
the novel centres on eightyear-old Anna Sands who
is evacuated at the outbreak
of war to Ashton Park, a
Palladian mansion on the
North Yorkshire moors.
‘It is owned by Thomas
and Elizabeth Ashton, a
childless couple with a
heavy burden of family
misfortune.
Thomas’s
two elder brothers were
killed in the First World
War, his sister died in
the flu epidemic, and
he caught polio soon
after his marriage and is
confined to a wheelchair.
By the time Anna arrives,
her hosts’ marriage is
wretchedly
unhappy.
What follows is a rite-ofpassage novel, as Anna
grows up, her sensibility
both enriched and haunted
by the complicated and
dangerous grown-up world
of love that she witnesses at
Ashton Park.’ [Quote from
review by Jane Shilling]
The
bookworms
thought this book began
with promise. It held their
interest by painting a very
good picture of the evacuees
and their new home. From
the start it was written
very simplistically which
initially worked because
it was conveying the
impressions of the children.

However, the writing
style remained unchanged
as other characters gave
their perspective. Some
parts of the story were
vivid and tempting but
it disappointed when it
became obvious it was
formulaic in nature. One
bookworm felt it portrayed
itself, almost, as if pieces
from other authors had
been plucked and joined
together. Another felt there
was little originality in the
writing. The general feeling
was that the subject matter
had been used before
and more successfully by
others.
The narrative was
monotonous and made
worse by constantly being
told what everyone was
feeling! One bookworm
got bored by the middle of
the book so skipped to the
end but felt nothing had
been missed!
Sadly, no bookworms
would feel compelled to
read another book by this
author.
Storyline 4.5; Quality of
writing 4

Summer reading
suggestions from the
bookworms
LITTLE BOOK OF
INSULTS
by ROSANNA KELLY
This is a collection of
sayings of mostly famous
and/or erudite people.
Some of them are charming
others are witty and clever.
THE WRINKLIES
JOKE BOOK
BY MIKE HASKINS
Oldies of any age will be
thrilled to have a book
filled with jokes, stories
and sayings all about

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

Boscastle IT Services
•Microsoft certified & Apple authorised
computer technician
•PC/Mac sales & service, home or business
•Hardware repair, software troubleshooting
•Anti-virus/system maintenance
•WiFi/network consultancy & installation
•Website design & construction
•Tuition & training

Contact Tim Ferrett at :
boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810
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The Reading Room
them, their generation and their
experiences! Who says humour is the
preserve of the young?

PROPERTY
BY VALERIE MARTIN
The book is set on a sugar plantation
near New Orleans in 1828, and tells
the story of Manon Gaudet, the
wife of the plantation’s owner, and
Sarah, the slave Manon was given as
a wedding present and who she has
brought with her from the city.
BELOVED
BY TONI MORRISON
Set after the American Civil War, it
is inspired by the story of an AfricanAmerican slave, Margaret Garner,
who escaped slavery in Kentucky.
FORTUNE ROCKS
BY ANITA SHREVE
In the summer of 1899, Olympia
Biddeford, a privileged, intelligent
and confident 15 year old who is on
holiday with her family at Fortune’s
Rocks, falls in love with a married
41-year-old doctor and journalist,
John Haskell. Their passionate affair
leads to far-reaching consequences
that span several decades.
SHADOW OF THE WIND
BY CARLOS RUIZ ZAFON
This novel, set in in post-war
Barcelona, concerns a young boy,

Daniel Sempere. Just after the war,
Daniel’s father takes him to the secret
Cemetery of Forgotten Books where
he chooses a book which will alter
the course of his life.
PRICE OF WATER IN
FINISTERE
BY BODIL MALMSTEN
At just the point when most sensible
people are settling into the routines
of middle age, a feisty, fiercely
independent woman abandons
her home for a new life in another
country.
FIVE QUARTERS OF AN
ORANGE
BY JOANNE HARRIS
‘Rich and dark’! Five Quarters of the
Orange is a novel of mothers and
daughters of the past and the present,
of resisting, and succumbing.
ONE SUMMER
BY BILL BRYSON
Bill Bryson travels back in time to the
summer of 1927 when America came
of age, took centre stage, and, in five
eventful months, changed the world
for ever. He spins a story of brawling
adventure, reckless optimism and
delirious energy.
ONE DAY
BY DAVID NICHOLS
Emma and Dexter meet for the first
time on the night of their graduation.
Tomorrow they must go their separate

ways. So where will they be on this
one day next year? And the year after
that? And every year that follows?
Why not start your exploration
of countries, cultures and people by
opening a book right now! All the
bookworms thoroughly recommend
it.It can open your eyes, expands
your mind and stimulates your
imagination. Experience the awe and
wonder of this creation called ‘‘Our
World’.
Join us again after a summer of
travelling through literature.
Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle
SX 09697 90138

Feb 2015
Total rainfall in
mm
Maximum
rainfall in mm
Date on which
max fell
Number of
days with no
rainfall
Total rainfall
for same month
of previous year

Mar 2015 Apr 2015

May 2015

105

61.6

30.6

106.6

17.6

11.6

9.4

18.4

22nd

28th

25th

30th

7

16

19

7

217.8
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80.2

101.8

93.2

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

A little bit on what we’ve been
up too…
It’s finally beginning to warm up and
everything is flowering and looking
pretty so we are busy getting into the
swing of our summer work.
We have just begun our Balsam
Pulling which we do along the river
Valency and its feeding catchments
from June to early August. Himalayan
Balsam is a highly invasive, nonnative species which dominates our
riverbanks and stops British wildlife
from flourishing. Look out for our
trusty volunteers wading in the river
or battling with brambles and if you
ever fancy joining in (its good fun
honest!) we meet every Tuesday at
10am in the overflow car park.
With the lovely sunshine we had
in May, we were also able to do weekly
butterfly transects up the Valency
valley. We were delighted when we
spotted not one but two Small Pearl
Bordered Fritillaries feeding on Bugle
(one of their food plants) in the site
that we have been managing for this
species and also the Pearl Bordered
Fritillary species.
On the practical side of things,
we hope you have been enjoying the
new bench we’ve recently installed
in the harbour. This was made from

our own oak taken from the Valency
valley which was cut using a Saw Mill
and then planed down. Earlier on
in the year we also had our annual
Boscastle Harbour clean-up day with
our volunteers. This involved lots
of little jobs including treating the
bridge rails with linseed oil, removing
stones from the slip way and putting
in several new steps and cross drains
on Penally.
Our lead ranger Jeff guided the
“Wonderful Boscastle, Wonderful
Widlife” walk through the Valency
valley and back over the cliffs of
Beeny and Pentargon as part of
the Boscastle walking week. They
were blessed with lovely weather
and as well as coming back full of
knowledge about the history and
wildlife surrounding Boscastle, I
think everyone came back in need of
a sit down and cold drink.

If you ever fancy joining in
with some of the things we
get up to, here is a list of our
upcoming ranger days and
events…
Balsam Pulling every Tuesday in
June and July and Sunday 21st of
June:
10am-3pm, wear wellies and long
sleeves. All equipment and tuition

provided, meet in the overflow car
park in Boscastle.
Duck Race Sunday 28th June:
The ranger team will be hosting
crafts and activities in the harbour.
We also have ranger days every
third Sunday of the month, please
contact basil.stow@nationaltrust.
org.uk for more information. If
events change or are cancelled due
to weather, we will endeavour to let
everyone know beforehand.
Best wishes,
Boscastle to Morwenstow Ranger
team
01288 331372

National Trust
t Boscastle
Information Centre
Shop and Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR

March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Accommodation information & booking service
Photo copying/internet access/WiFi
local attraction information,
walking maps & guides
Wide range of books, gifts and refreshments

Tel: 01840 250010
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

National Trust ranger, Basil and volunteer rangers Darran and
Zoe try out the bench!
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We are now in the last half
term of the year and as
always I don’t quite know
where the year has gone.
Just before half term we
held our sports day in lovely
weather (hooray!). Sports
day is a mix of traditional
sprints and team relays in
which our aim is to keep
all of the children as active
as possible. After much
throwing, jumping and
running we had the closest
finish that any of us can
remember with Valency
squeezing past Jorden to
win the Jean Ward Shield
by two points.
The youngest children
(age 5-7) have been
working very hard on
their topic ‘To the Rescue’.
They became particularly
interested in lifeboats and
had a fantastic visit to
Padstow Lifeboat Station.
They were supposed to
spend the morning at the
lifeboat station and the
afternoon at the beach
but were so interested in
the lifeboat that they were
there nearly all day! On
their return they decided to
raise funds for the lifeboat
by holding a cake sale and
duly set about baking cakes
in the afternoons. The
older children also wanted
to join in and baked cakes
for homework. Thanks

to the support of parents,
grandparents and friend
they raised £185.
May
bought
the
dreadful news of the
earthquake in Kathmandu.
As many of you will know
Ms Douglas left us last
year to teach at the British
School in Kathmandu.
After a few tense hours
we were greatly relieved to
hear that Ms Douglas and
her family (and the dog)
were safe and sound. The
children asked if we could
do some fund raising to
help the relief effort and,
as we were planning an
international food day we
thought we would hold
an international tea party.
Class 1 stepped up to
the mark again, this time
cooking Nepali momos
and dal bhat and our expert
bakers in Classes 2 and 3
produced enough cakes for
the tea party and for people
to take home. We raised a
magnificent £246.12.
Lily May, Lily Jane,
Ruby and Hayden decided
that they would like to raise
some funds of their own
and organised a sponsored
bike ride along the Camel
Trail. They raised £482.02.
Rowan
and
Toby
emptied their piggy banks
and donated £30. Lamorna
and Star spent their Sunday
morning washing 9 cars
raising £50.93.
Sophie and Katy baked
and sold cakes raising £35.
Sebastian placed a pot
in his family’s B&B and
raised £50.
The British School runs
its own charity and works
with a number of schools
in the Dhading area,
Bungamati DSA School
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for hearing and sight
impaired children and the
Disabled New Life centre.
Ms Douglas reported
that these buildings had
been devastated and we
decided that we would
send our donations to the
British School where we
knew it would go directly
to the communities of
people who needed them
desperately.
Dr
John
Moore,
Principle of The British
School has emailed me and
asked that I pass on their
thanks to the village for our
fund raising efforts. They
are amazed that a small
community have been able
to do so much to help. Ms
Douglas will be home soon
and we hope that she will
be able to pop in and see us
before the end of term.
Class 1 have been writing
character descriptions in
the last few days. They
were very inspired by one
of their favourite books:
The Gruffalo and I have
included a selection of
their work for you to read.
Class 3 have just
finished the first part of
a community project in
which we are working with
Endelienta, the charity
linked with St Endellion
Church and festival. The
charity aims to foster

the arts and spirituality
in North Cornwall. The
children have been working
with local artists Caroline
Cleave and Reg Payn to
write stories and then make
puppets to tell their stories.
Caroline and Reg are also
working with the Golden
Circle at Port Isaac on
stories that they remember
from their childhoods. In
September we, along with
other schools will meet
up with the elders of our
communities to share our
stories. The children have
been working on their
versions of Kipling’s Just So
Stories and I have included
them and some pictures
of their puppets shows for
you to enjoy.
We still have plenty of
excitement left this term.
The older children have
their residential visit next
week. This year we are near
Plymouth, climbing and
abseiling, gorge walking,
orienteering, making bow
and arrows and building
camp fires and cooking our
own tea.
We will finish the year
as always with our school
play. We’ll let you know
more about this in the next
Blowhole. Fingers crossed
for some dry weather in
July!

DUCK RACE DAY
Sunday 28th June 2015
From 11am, Stalls and
entertainment on Valency
Lawn and around the
Harbour B-B-Q - Coconut
Shy - Human Fruit
Machine -Bouncy Castle
- Skittles-Plus Tombola
- Cakes - Hoopla and
Children’s Stalls
Featuring
Boscastle School Children
Talent Show
Ducks Race Down the
River at 3.00pm

How the Badger
got his Black
Stripes

Once there was a very
lazy and selfish badger.
Well you see best
beloved, that he wasn’t
the badger we know
today. Well for one
thing he was pure white
all over his plump
body, and instead of
foraging for his own
food he would go to the
Handy Man’s Garage
steal the poor garage
man’s lunch.
Every day he would
steal the garage mans
lunch without even
apologising. He never
ever got caught because
there was a little hole
that went directly from
the garage to his little
earthen house. You
see best beloved, every
time the lazy and selfish

badger scuttled along
the creaky floorboards
dust would fall from
the crumbly walls onto
his pure white fur.
One day though the
garage man David saw
the dusty badger with
his little sandwich bag,
scampering across the
floor using his stubby
legs. David felt so
furious he stamped his
muddy boot in rage
he had never been so
hungry, ever!!! He ran
across the floorboards
yelling in rage forcing
the selfish and lazy
badger under a half
fixed car.
The badger waited
and waited for the
garage man to go home.
This car however had a
slight oil leak and as the
lazy and selfish badger
waited the oil dripped
down onto his pure
white face. The badger
was enraged!
He
wiped and he smudged
until..... His pure white
face had midnight
black streaks running
down over his eyes!!
His dusty coat turned
a darker shade of grey
and created the badger
we know today. The
badger walked home
sad and astonished by
his strange face.
The badger went
next day to the Handy
Man Garage through
his tiny little hole. The
garage man David

bursted into hysterics
he could not get over
the badger strange face.
He laughed and he
laughed so the badger
could not stand it and
could not get his lunch.
He walked home in a
sickly silence.
When he got back
his parents and brother
laughed
hysterically
at him they were also
disappointed at him
because of his strange
face and for stealing
David the garage man’s
lunch.
From that day on,
every badger had
black stripes and dusty
fur. And also they
were never ever lazy
or selfish ever again!
And that is how, best
beloved, the badger got
his black stripes and
dusty grey fur.
Ruby

How the chough
got his feathers

One scorching hot
day, a Chough (that
was as white a cloud)
lay down on the sand
to sun bathe. Then he
noticed a young lady
having a bbq and she
was cooking burgers.
The girl noticed the
bird and took out her
camera but the camera
had a really bright
flash and it burnt the
Choughs beak and
feet.
The bird started to
flap his wings because
the Chough had blind
spots in his eyes
because of the flash.
The Chough landed in
the bbq and he set on
fire. He flew out of the
bbq and into the sea.
The Chough wanted
revenge so he snatched
the camera out of her
hands and he landed
in the sea. He teased
her with it and she
landed in the sea. The
chough laughed and
dropped the camera in
the water.
THE END
Betty

S.J.JOSE
CARPENTER & JOINER
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Tel 01840 250069
Mobile 07974 723382
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How the frog got
his tongue
[Narrators piece]

Frogs look great with
their huge webbed
feet and bulgy eyes.
But have you ever
wondered how it got
its freakishly long
tongue. One day, a
frog, who was small
and innocent, spotted
three flies and had a
mouth watering idea.
He thought of how
tasty they would be,
so he followed his
flies into a nearby
house. Then he came
across the problem,
how he would get his
tasty treat. The frog,
which was small and
innocent, leaped so
high he got his tongue
stuck on an extremely
sticky fly trap. He
pulled and pulled but
he just didn’t budge.
He tried again, but this

time his legs started
to stretch. He began
to pull as hard as he
possibly could and
then his tongue got
longer.
Suddenly, he started
to slip from the fly trap.
The frog fell into a big
heap on the ground.
The flies surrounded
him and his tongue
gradually came out. On
his tongue lay the fly.
The frog was so happy
he got his tongue.
And this is how the
frog got his remarkably
long tongue.
THE END
Ethan

How the Hedgehog
got his Flexible
Spine
Once upon time, many
moons ago, in a park
on the out skirts
of a buzzing city
there was hedgehog.
This was a hedgehog
of absolute anxiety
and
discomfort,
for the two sows
(female hedgehogs)
in his village had
an enormous crush on
him.

Every
single
day
one
of
the
girls
would
ask
him the formidable
question: will you
go out with me? And
every single day he
would refuse. The
only thing that was
on their mind would
be his cute little
ears, his glinting
eyes and his tiny
feet. The first sow,
named Juliet, wore
hart shaped earrings
that
twinkled
in
the moonlight [as
hedgehogs only come
out at night]. And
the
second
sow,
named
Savannah,
constantly wore a
bow on her spikes.
When he was alone,
which was not often,
the
hedgehog
(of
absolute anxiety and
discomfort) time and
again wished that he
had
‘superpowers’
like many of his
friends.
He
had
lots of friends like
the Adda, who could
bite people and the
Buzzard who could
fly and the beach
lizard, who could
walk up walls. All
the he could do
was minorly spike
someone and he never

did because of his
absolute anxiety.
A few days later,
when he was minding
his own business,
the
girls
jumped
out of nowhere and
started to pull his
feet. They pulled
him like a tug of
war rope and he
felt
his
muscles
stretching and his
bones
clicking
until, approximately
3
hours
later,
Savannah
tripped
and he went flying
through the air.
Miraculously, he
landed in a tight
ball on top of the
soft grass. And the
first thing that came
into his head was
“It’s a miracle...
I’m not dead!” After
a while he started to
practice his super
power and quickly
named himself ‘SUPER
HEDGEHOG!’
And from that day
on every hedgehog in
the world became a
superhero and that
saved their species
from
many,
many
close shaves.

THE END

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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Lily

How The
Lobsters Got
Their Armour...
One day in the Coral
Reef, a blob-like-creature
surrounded by its species
living in a peaceful
colony, but that soon
changed... One peaceful
day, the creatures were
happily wobbling around
the shiny sand. All of
a sudden, they were
swimming around to a
nearby cliff face, when
an army of angry octopi
suddenly changed their
looks, from a lively
creature, to a fuming
organism.
Suddenly, they started
to destroy the blob
species coral. There
were flying fragments of
their coral everywhere,
in their tentacles, on the
sand and floating, it was
scattered
everywhere.
The octopi squirted
oozing ink onto the bits
of coral so it was sticky.
Eventually, the blobs
were infuriated to the
limit, and one of them
had an idea, if the octopi
had squirted ink at the
coral, it would be very
sticky, which would
stick to the blobs. They
all rolled into the sticky
coral. Eventually they
looked mean, nasty and
impressive. They were
ready to enter the battle...
Crash! Bang! Boom!
There was a war going
to end very soon, if the
blobs won, they would
live very peaceful land,
but if the octopi won

they would take the
coral reef to rule. It was
nearly the end of the
battle and, since they
were transformed into a
huge heroic creature they
looked as if they were in
the lead.
It was the end of the
battle and the lobsters
had luckily won! There
was loads of sighing of
relief because the have
there coal back and
terror because they are
very worried about the
state that their friends
and family. It was finally
starting to settle down
and get back to normal
now and the lobsters
were trying to take
their armour of but they
couldn’t. None of them
could.
After an adventure,
the destroyed coral reef
soon became a happy
place to live. All the
clever lobsters joined
in on making a coral
castle. And that is how
the lobsters got their
armour..

MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦♦ Custom PC Builds
♦♦ Networking
♦♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: Mobile: 07780 910578

Moorheat Services
Oil Fired Boiler, Aga &
		
Rayburn Maintenance
Replacement OIl Tanks
Landlord Certificate
Boiler Replacement & New Installations
OFTEC Registered & 600a certificate to install oil tanks

Tel: 01566 772262

Jerrica
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THE TRUTH
Ann Rodda investigates how can you tell if a
well known figure is telling you the truth?
Watching his, or her, of
course, lips move is not
necessarily the most helpful
start, unfortunately, as
movement of the lips is not
always the most accurate
indication of a genuine
reflection of the intended
message of the orator, even
at the most humble and
unpublicised level.
‘How did you enjoy
the concert we took you
to last night?’ ‘Oh, it was
delightful, thank you so
much’, you gushingly reply,
neglecting to mention you
nodded off for a healthy
chunk of the second act,
and avoiding any mention
of how relieved you were
to be purchased a healthy
glass of Merlot during
the mercifully generous
interval. It does seem,
at the moment, there
are a significant number
of standard expressions
in use which serve as a
convenient disguise for
the ‘truth’, whatever one
deems that to be. The
concert could have the
‘wow factor’, it could ‘tick
all the boxes’, or could even
offer you the experience of
being on ‘an emotional
roller coaster’, if you are
particularly
fortunate:
with any luck it could
even allow you to ‘think
outside the box’ or ‘push
the envelope’, although the
last expression does seem
to suggest some unofficial
and undeclared sums of
what we laughingly call
‘money’ could be involved.
Now, unfortunately for

me and my relatives, I
have neither the power,
status nor influence which
could confer upon me
any magnetic force which
makes anyone think I could
offer them, or, indeed,
anyone, such advantage
which could make it in any
way worthwhile to offer me
a bribe. Now, some may
view this as disappointing
or disadvantageous, but
as it has been a feature of
my existence as long as I
can remember, I accept
it as a normal part of life,
although I do understand
that my life may not appear
as fulfilling or satisfying to
people who are unfamiliar
with my attitudes and
perspectives. Not that this
is in any way of national
importance or significance,
I acknowledge. The other
day, a lady, clearly on
holiday and unfamiliar
with the village and
community, asked me
in a slightly incredulous
tone, ‘Do you live here all
the time?’ When I replied,
’Yes, we have lived here
for about thirty years,’
she responded with even
greater incredulity, ’What
on earth do you do all the
time? I was kind enough
not to favour her with
a completely truthful
response, not wishing to
reveal too many details of
our no doubt idiosyncratic
modus vivendi, - I knew
that Latin would come in
handy sometime, even if
only to use up two wordsand gave some reply
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which mentioned pubs,
book clubs, visiting and
entertaining friends, going
to the cinema and concerts,
you know, the usual kind
of innocent amd standard
entertainments
which
must be fairly widespread
throughout out the land,
and not confined to the
few weirdos who choose
to live in ’this remote
and beautiful part of the
country’. I have a feeling
that she was somewhat
disappointed that I failed
to include any mention at
all of any activity which
involved brutality, illegal
substances,
perverted
behaviour of any kind
or eerie social customs
for which she hoped we
were regionally famous. I
may be doing the lady an
injustice, but I have an
inkling that she had hoped
to glean some serious

insight into obscure, dark
entertainments
which
are confined to the south
west and which she could
amaze the nation at large
by revealing on one of
the many television treats
on offer which allow us
to share the unspeakable
practices indulged in
by those not fortunate
enough to dwell within the
overcrowded areas enjoyed
by those who live within
immense cities, full of
traffic, noise, people and
crowded places. I would
be truly grateful for any,
polite, suggestions, readers,
however few they may be
who have got this far, as
to what kind of response
might
be
considered
acceptable, should I be
asked a similar question in
the future. Answers on a
postcard, please.
AR

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Tel: 01566 86183 Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

10

13

13

14

16

6

7

11

18

21

24

22

19

20

27

24

26

32

43

27

37

34

29

44

39

34

44

45

38

40

50

44

28

40

39

46

28

31

42

21

25

33

42

22

23

30

35

9

12

17

30

8

15

18

39

5

35

36

41

‘IN SAFE HANDS’

43

45

Across

Down

1 wrongdoing

1 hardwood

10 beer

2 excuse

11 jewel

3 young hare

12 depart

4 assented

13 bee’s home

5 man’s name

15 scamp

6 capital city

16 biddable

7 metallic sound

18 bolt

8 snakelike fish

19 studious person

9 do better than expected

22 looked at

14 small whirlpool

23 mythological creature

17 holm oak

24 snare

20 violent troublemaker

25 weapon

21 gaelic language

26 courtyard

26 noiseless

29 garland of flowers

27 offence

31 baby’s teat

28 energetic

32 italian river

30 negative

33 curved bone

31 smart

34 donate

32 animal

37 animal

35 climbing plant

38 birds

36 piece of writing

39 dough

37 rush

40 host

39 prisoner

42 rubbish

41 simian

RETIRED POLICE OFFICER
AND WIFE TEAM OFFER THE
FOLLOWING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY
PROPERTIES IN BOSCASTLE:
KEY HOLDING
MEETING AND GREETING GUESTS
CLEANING, MAINTENANCE,
OR, JUST GOING AWAY AND NEED
SOMEONE TO KEEP AN EYE
CALL FOR QUOTE
Tel: 07930717839

43 grasp
44 question
45 small room

answers on page 34
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14 JAN 1831
Reform Meeting at
Launceston
A public meeting was held
in Launceston to petition
Parliament in favour of
Parliamentary
reform
and to extend the elective
franchise, as out of 3000
inhabitants only 14 can be
said to be represented.

[These
demands
reached a climax in 1830
with the death of its
opponent George IV.
With the new reign, the
Duke of Wellington, Tory

20 FEB 1835
A Lease of Scilly
Augustus Smith obtained
the lease of the Scilly Isles.
The Islands had had severe
economic distress due to
the lack of administration
by the Duchy and
bad fishing industry,
production of kelp (for
soap & glass) and the
suppression of smuggling
which was lucrative. Smith
started agriculture & ship
building and built roads
& schools. He created the
sub-tropical gardens at
Tresco, still owned by his
family.
13 MAY 1842
St Mawes For Sale
The whole town of St.
Mawes was put on sale
by auction at Pearce’s
Hotel, Truro, containing
60 dwelling houses, The
Fountain Inn, St. Mawes
Arms, Fish cellars and
lots of building land. [St.
Mawes was one of ten

Answers to Crossword:

1 JAN 1819
Falmouth Packets
Order of sailing; for Lisbon
every Friday evening
(Apr to Oct) and Sat:
mornings (Oct to Apr).
For Barbados, Jamaica &
America the first Sunday of
every month. The Brazils,

28 JULY 1815
Napoleon’s Exile
At
Plymouth
Sound
the
“Bellerephon”
anchored, accompanied
by the “Slaney” and the
“Myrmidon” which had
the ex-emperor on board.
Several gunboats kept
many curious observers
away. [Napoleon was on his
way to exile on St. Helena,
having been defeated at
Waterloo in June.]

Prime Minister, resigned
and Lord Grey, leader
of the Reform party was
requested to form a new
government.]
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Down 1 mahogany 2 alibi 3 leveret 4 agreed 5 sean
6 amsterdam 7 clang 9 overachieve 14 eddy 17 ilex
20 hooligan 21 erse 26 quiet 27 umbrage 28 dynamic
30 no 31 dressy 32 panda 35 ivy 36 essay 37 dash 39 pow
41 ape

20 AUGUST 1813
Cornwall Assizes
John Budge was convicted
of taking the mark of white
thread out of some rope
belonging to his Majesty,
and sentenced to 14 yrs
transportation. Elizabeth
Osborne was sentenced to
hang for setting fire to a
mow of corn of John Lobb.
William Wallis sentenced
to death for stealing and
killing a sheep of Tom
Pethick. James Northey
sentenced to death for
housebreaking & robbing
John Woolcock.

the Sat: after the first Tues
every month. The return
of the packets is calculated
thus; - Jamaica & back 17
weeks, America 15 weeks,
Leeward Islands 13 weeks,
Mediterranean & back 12
weeks and the Brazils &
back 18 weeks.

Across 1 malfeasance 10 ale 11 gem 12 leave 13 hive
15 rascal 16 obedient 18 girdle 19 egghead 22 eyed
23 orc 24 net 25 cosh 26 quad 29 lei 31 dummy 32 po
33 rib 34 give 37 deer 38 aves 39 pasta 40 many
42 dross 43 grip 44 why 45 cell

Pete’s Peeps
at the Past

ancient Cornish boroughs
which was disfranchised by
the Reform Act of 1832.
As far as its patron, the
Marquis of Buckingham,
was concerned, its period
of usefulness was thus
almost at an end.]
24 MAY 1850
The Bristol Trade
On Thurs: the “Brilliant”
steamer left Hayle for
Bristol loaded with 1,321
baskets of fish, brocoli,
cabbages, new potatoes,
several tons of tin and
machinery etc. Her deck
load was 55 to 60 tons.
The trade was carried on by
4 vessels doing 4 voyages
each every year, now only
3 vessels of greater capacity
make four voyages each in
one month.
7 JUNE 1850
An Accident at the
Wrestling
At St. Austell wrestling
the prizes were as follows
1st James Gluyas, 2nd
James Long, 3rd Edward
Delbridge all of Gwennap
in front of about 3000
people. The only accident
was when a booth
belonging to Mr. Ball
of the Golden Lion Inn
collapsed, a man called
Jones had his leg smashed
but it turned out only to
be a wooden one.
21 JULY 1873
A Good Haul at Fowey
The Polruan Salmon Seine
Company on Thursday
had the finest haul for
the season in Fowey river,
catching 45 fish which
readily sold at from 10d to
1s per pound. The greater
portion being despatched
to the London market.

Sunday July 5: Tintagel
Methodist Church
Anniversary; joint concert
with Mini Minstrels, 5 p.m.
for 6 p.m.
Thursday July 9: Summer
Concert at Tintagel
Social Hall, Fosters Lane,
Tintagel, starting at 8
p.m. Raffle and produce
auction
Saturday July 11:
Barbecue & Garden
Concert at 14 Valley
Truckle, Camelford, from
6 p.m.

Sunday July 19: Concert
in aid of Broadley Chapel
Funds at Lewdown Village
Hall.
Thursday July 23: Summer
Concert at Tintagel
Social Hall, Fosters Lane,
Tintagel, starting at 8
p.m. Raffle and produce
auction
Sunday July 26: Concert
at Jacobstowe Church
Thursday Aug 6: Summer
Concert at Tintagel
Social Hall, Fosters Lane,
Tintagel, starting at 8
p.m. Raffle and produce
auction
Thursday Aug 20: Summer
Concert at Tintagel
Social Hall, Fosters Lane,
Tintagel, starting at 8
p.m. Raffle and produce
auction

My Cornwall
Lane after lane of misshapen trees
gently brushed by Cornish breeze,
Trees bent double by severe gales,
Log fires, cream teas and Fishermen’s tales,
Brambles by the handful
on the bushes by the stream,
mackerel, crab and Lobster,
Scones and clotted cream,
The white caps on the ocean,
The glimpse of a baby seal,
Pasties in Port Isaac,
The napoleon for a meal,
The riverside in Boscastle
nestled by the sea . . . .
Give me Cornwall any day
It’s the only place for me !
Poem by Carol Hackford

Parish Council
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council meet in
the Village Hall on the
second Thursday of each
month at 7pm. Members
of the public are invited
to attend and may address
the Council during the
first ten minutes of the
meeting. A copy of the
agenda is displayed on
the Parish Council notice
boards and website prior
Name

Tel:

Dave Ferrett (Chair)

250414

Adrian Prescott (Clerk)

250570

Nick Chater

250677

Robin Haddy

250195

Fred Hockin

250529

Nanette Irving Little

250291

Chris Jarvis

250512

Steve Martin

250100

Chris Rodda

250012

Mark Smith

250001

to all meetings. Minutes
of previous meetings are
displayed once they are
approved by the Council.
See below for Parish
councillors contact details
(all phone number begin
with 01840). To the right
is a list of various specific
duties and the names of
the councillors who are the
main representatives for
those tasks.

Councillor Representatives:

Tree Wardens: Cllrs Haddy, Smith
Police: Cllr Jarvis, the Clerk
National Trust: Clerk
Footpaths and Seats: Cllrs Smith, Little, Chater, Hockin
Highways and Traffic: Cllrs Martin, Chater, Hockin, Little
Email
Civil Emergency: Cllrs Jarvis, Smith
david.ferrett@virgin.net
forminpc@gmail.com
War Memorial: Cllrs Ferrett, Rodda, Smith
enquiries@thepictureparlour.vpweb.co.uk Website: Cllr Rodda, Clerk with John Wakelin
homefarm.boscastle@tiscali.co.uk
Village Hall: Cllr Little with C Flower and G Findlay
fredhockin@googlemail.com
Sir John Cotton’s Trust: Cllrs Ferrett, Hockin
with the Vicar
nanette.irvinglittle@tiscali.co.uk
CAN@jarvis61.freeserve.co.uk
Playing Field & Ground: Cllrs Martin, Haddy
with County Cllr Brown
stephenmartin396@gmail.com
Food Festival: Cllr Chater with Ms Duffy and J Findlay
christopher@crodda.wanadoo.co.uk
Community Network: Cllrs Rodda, Jarvis
mark@tresuck.fsnet.co.uk
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Scott Mann, MP
Firstly, I would like to
thank the people of North
Cornwall for selecting
me as your MP on May
7th. Before that eventful
day, I toured around the
constituency for two years,
speaking to people on
the doorstep, chatting to
shoppers in the high street,
meeting business owners
in the small villages, and
walking around the farms
and harbours that are the
bedrock of our Cornish
economy.
Upon
arrival
in
Westminster,
I
was
inducted alongside fellow
new MPs before building
my support team who will
make sure that everyone’s
concerns are addressed.
I will be opening the
constituency office in
Bodmin Fore Street, which
means the local people
of Bodmin will have easy
access as well as it being a
good location for links to
the rest of the constituency.
I will be conducting
surgeries when returning
from London to meet as

many people as possible,
and also taking advantage
of Parliamentary recesses
to visit towns and villages
across North Cornwall.
After induction, I was
sworn in as an MP, giving
my oath in Cornish to
make it known that our
ancient language is still
very much alive. After this,
I immediately undertook
casework and met with
ministers.

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle
Tel; 01840 250204
A delightful 16th century pub full of character with open fires

Breakfast & Lunch served 12-2pm

I
discussed
the
expansion
of
the
Launceston Medical Centre
with Health Secretary
Jeremy Hunt, and the
implementation of railway
links with Rail Minister
Claire
Perry.
During
my election campaign, I
outlined my main goals of
what I wanted to achieve
in Parliament, one of these
being the continuation of
local health care and cottage

hospitals. I also know of
the problems the county
faced when the Dawlish
wall was badly damaged
in 2014, and how the local
economy
subsequently
suffered. It is therefore only
logical that we look into
ways of building another
line through Oakhampton
so there is always a rail link
into Cornwall. There is also
a desire for a committed
railway into Bodmin town
centre. Currently, many
have to pay for buses or
taxis to reach Bodmin
Parkway, with the station
sometimes
inaccessible
when the A38 is shut
due to accidents or road
works. The procurement
of a mainline service would
also help towns such as
Wadebridge and Padstow,
as well as the villages
which surround them, to
make travelling easier for
commuters and tourists
alike.
Others issues I am
adamant to resolve include
street trading and the lack
of residents car parking.
Shops in Padstow are

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Lunchtime Specials all under £5.00

Piano tuner
Pianos For Sale

(booking advisable)

GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New

Evening meals served from 6.30pm

Delicious Traditional Sunday Roast
Large safe beer garden

Live Music Every Friday Night

Traditional Cornish singing from the

Boscastle Buoys every Tuesday night
Open Mic Night every other Monday

For an up to date list of all our events please go to
www.napoleoninn.co.uk or join us on Facebook at nap natterings
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Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!

paying business rates
while street traders do not.
This is an issue I believe
needs addressing and rebalancing in favour of
business owners. Local
people in Wadebridge are
also disgruntled at the
lack of parking, and I am
pleased to announce that
CORMAC is to start a
feasibility report into how
a parking scheme could be
implemented.
The Queen’s Speech
also proved promising
for the people of North
Cornwall. In it were the
announcements for an EU
Referendum, the freezing
of income tax, National
Insurance and VAT - with
no-one paying any income
tax who work 40 hours
a week on the minimum
wage, the doubling of free
child care to 30 hours a
week for three and fouryear olds, the reviewing
of benefits - with David
Cameron vying to reform
how EU migrants can
claim them, and expanding
the right-to-buy policy.
£1 billion will be used to
build 200,000 homes on

brownfield sites to avoid
digging up our countryside,
and I personally will push
to see all big housing
developments in Cornwall
sell at least 40% of their
homes at affordable prices.
As an affordable home
owner, I know how stiff the
competition is to acquire
one, and I want to see local
people prioritised ahead of
9,000 others who are on the
housing list but do not live
in the county. It isn’t right
that people are forced to
leave their hometowns and
away from their families
simply because they cannot
buy a home.
I look forward to
working with you all over
the coming five years
and representing you in
Westminster. Parliament
will be rising in late July,
which will allow me to base
myself in the constituency
through August. I hope
during that time you will
bring any concerns to me,
either by contacting my
office, or myself via email:
scott.mann.mp@
parliament.uk

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley Venning

01840 250113
07974 581836

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

Styling irons

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women
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UP GUARDS AND AT ‘EM!
The battle of Waterloo 18th June 1815
The former Bos Castle
Hotel was renamed The
Wellington shortly after
the death of the Duke in
1852. The Blowhole has
previously reported on the
acquisition and renovation
of the Old Mill building
opposite. It includes an
art gallery, leather goods
shop and new Wellington
Suites, two two-bed and
one one-bed apartments
for use of the guests of the
hotel. To celebrate their
opening and bicentenary
of the Battle of Waterloo
the hotel will be hosting
a special open day with
special
commemorative
restaurant and bar menus
and display of Wellington
memorabilia. The whole
project has taken sixteen
months to complete and
John Scott (namesake of
the original owners) has
taken pains to retain the
character and history of
the building, including
restoration of the old mill
wheel.

Wellington’s
famous
defeat
of
Napoleon
Bonaparte
established
Britain’s
supremacy
as a world power and
changed the course of
European history over
the next century. Not
only innumerable inns
bear his name, he is
also immortalised by an
allegedly specially created
dish, Beouff Wellington
(fillet steak coated with
pate and wrapped in puff
pastry), at least one ironclad warship and a line
in all-weather footwear.
However, while Wellington
ensured his officers kept
their feet dry, their use of
new-fangled
umbrellas
as battlefield protection
against driving rain he
excoriated, “for making
themselves look ridiculous
in the eyes of the enemy.”
A friend of mine, Kevin
Sellars-Toulon, an exColdstream Guards officer,
and his wife Lee used to run
Boscastle Post Office. His

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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regiment was enshrined
in glory for its stalwart
defence of the small
chateau and farm buildings
of Hougoumont, key to
maintaining Wellington’s
left flank. They resisted
repeated onslaughts by the
cream of Napoleon’s army,
including the formidable
Old Guard, for the whole
of the battle. Annually the
regiment celebrates that
success by the ceremony of
“hanging the brick.” Even
Kevin is unsure precisely
what that means - possibly
a tribute to the strength of
farm walls that frustrated
the French.
For Arthur Wellesley,
first Duke of Wellington,
Waterloo was the pinnacle
of a long and successful
military career, winning
over sixty battles in
India and the Peninsular

campaign, coupled with
parallel success in politics.
As a result he was appointed
to the permanent rank
of
Field
Marshall,
commander-in-chief
of
the British Army until his
death and was twice elected
Prime Minister.
In his personal life he
indulged, despite a fiftyyear marriage to Kitty
Pakenham, a vigorous
sexual appetite. One story
is that when approached
for money by a previous
mistress, who otherwise
threatened to reveal all
to the press, he replied,
“Publish and be damned!”
As no trace of the
document survives, more
likely a possible charge of
blackmail did the trick.
Legendary for his
extraordinary
energy,
military expertise and high

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

A note from a reader

Scott’s Wellington Hotel
professional expectations, corpses left on the field after
he was reciprocally both battle he bleakly observed,
loved and hated by his “Nothing but a battle lost
men whom he dismissed can be half so melancholy
as “scum of the earth” but as a battle won.” Waterloo,
further admitted, “I do not he declared, “had been a
know what effect they will damn close-run thing,”
have on the French but, by only the late arrival of
God, they frighten me!” German reinforcements
He is also supposed to have under Blucher finally
snarled at the Guards when sealing Napoleon’s fate.
they hesitated, “What’s the
Otherwise
lacking
matter, do you want to live in charismatic leaders,
forever?” Nonetheless, in the
French
continue
an age when aristocratic to revere his memory,
officers cared little for the characteristically insist the
welfare of their troops, outcome was a no-score
Wellington was noted for draw, and if only Napoleon
the devotion he inspired in had taken up the invitation
his own men, and also the to visit America rather
Spanish and Portuguese than St Helena (where he
guerrillas in the Peninsular. met a suspiciously early
He made sure they ate and end) a rematch would have
slept, hoarded their lives been a win and they would
like a miser, never exposed not have had the despised
them in pointless bravado, Bourbons foisted on them
and wept at their loss.
for another generation.
Surveying the 50,000 In revenge they refuse to

speak English properly,
drive on the wrong side
of the road and persist in
calling the yard a metre.
CR

The painting above, by
John Cawse, is dated 1821,
just 6 years after the Battle
of Waterloo. It depicts a
soldier regaling a tavern
full of people with stories
of his adventures.
The medal on the
soldier’s chest show him to

Hello,
Just to say, how much
I enjoyed the Boscastle
Blowhole news letter, in
particular, the article about
the local plan. I have been
visiting north Cornwall
for 51 years and adore
the area. Newsletters like
this are a valuable source
of information that allow
visitors like me an insight
into local community life
and events.
Thank you, Peter
From South Shropshire.

be is a “Waterloo Man”.
The soldier is still serving, as
he retains his full uniform
and has his kit with him.
He has his audience’s full
attention - even the dog
is ignoring the food scraps
on the floor and has turned
to look at the soldier.
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Newsagents and Spar Shop
Tel: 01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours
Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the harbour
carpark on Fridays , from 1.45pm until 2.15pm.

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702
Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- The Old Post Office 10.55 -11.15

27th March, 24th April
22nd May, 19th June

Camelford Library

and Council One Stop Shop
Town Hall, Market Place

Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday: 09.30 - 17.00
Thursday: 09.30 - 13.30
Saturday: 10.00 - 13.00

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
Page 40 Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2015

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge
111

from any phone by dialing 			

Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 761000

Stratton			

01288 320101

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle Visitor Centre:
Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250010

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

01840 250359
01840 214818
01840 770663

Parish Council:
Chairman:
01840 250414
Clerk: 01840 230609 email: forminpc@gmail.com
Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

0300 1234 111

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

Floodline: 			

0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:

0844 346 2020

SWW leak reporting

0800 230 0561

Highways:

0300 1234222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:
Village Hall Bookings:

0800 365 900

Jo Kent: 01840 250879

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

