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Boscastle Primary School held a fashion show at the Wellington Hotel. In the photograph are Jessica Bowker, Joshua Bowker, Lily Bright,
Olivia Collings, Tim Edmonds, Lauren Edwards. Sophie Edwards, Katie Mead, Rory Mead, Sorcha Mead, Chloe Miles, Maisie Miller,
Lucy Nichols, Beau Palin, Lily Palin, Tom Showell, Hannah Stollery and Conor Stripe. See also page 8
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Glancing through the
Blowhole for Summer
2000, with the thought of
resurrecting ‘Ten Year’s Ago’,
I saw this piece by Oliver
Baines, then at CRCC, &
thought it worth reprinting:
It’s an old trick. To
undermine a rival’s position,
first you destroy their
source of income. Then you
undermine their power base.
Then you criticise them for
powerlessness. Then you
dismiss them as irrelevant.
Then you dispense with them.
While this isn’t quite what’s
happened to parish councils,
it’s tempting to think that
we are somewhere in this
process and that, miracles
and God not withstanding,
the writing is on the wall
for these pillars of rural
life.

In Praise of the Parish Council
What a tragedy if this
were to be the case. We
have in Cornwall nearly
200 parish councils and
10 town councils. Some
2,500 people sit in these
councils, one in every 200
of the population. In an
arrangement that traces
its roots back to the early
Saxon village counsels, the
elected representatives of the
village look after its affairs,
support local activities and
represent the interests of the
village to those outside.
We may have replaced
the campfire with the
computer but the principle
remains: people need to have
a measure of control over
their local affairs, and to feel
that their interests are being
protected by people they

know. Anyone watching
Ken Livingstone’s chatty,
friendly, amiable style will
recognize the significance
of personal recognition;
I know this person and I
know what he stands for.
In national politics this is
all presentation and gloss;
but in local politics personal
contact and track record
determine people’s views.
The weakness of parish
councils is that once these
trusty local representatives
have been elected, what
next? They have been given
no training for the job,
their powers are tightly
circumscribed, and there
is little in the way of funds
for local improvements. The
meetings become snarled up
in process and there seems

little point in discussing
policy because there are so
few powers to implement
it. The councillors become
demoralized, the meetings
tedious, and before we know
where we are the cry goes
out: why do we need parish
councils?
We need them because
they are part of the local
family. We need them
because the more locally
you can make a decision the
more likely it is to be right.
We need them because
people have a desire to be
involved in and contribute
to their community, and this
is a means to do it. But this
only works if local councils
are given the tools to do
the job. And that’s what we
should be doing.

Boscastle Blowhole Team

The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the magazine are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Gloria Quinlan,
Daphne Rogers, Ann and Chris Rodda. Your name could be added to the list if you wish to join us!
The next Blowhole will be published in September. The deadline for copy is 31st August
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it.
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.
Please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.
For advertising queries, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted
Feel free to call in and browse our wide
selection of frames including designer ranges
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Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596

Cheaper Litres

Open Gardens

In the last issue, you were
invited to contact Myrna
Lester if you were interested
in joining a group for
ordering domestic heating
oil. This resulted in 15
people coming forward, 8 of
whom were ready to order &
share a bulk delivery in early
April, with everyone paying
2p per litre less that if they
had ordered individually!
The next Boscastle group
order is scheduled for late
Autumn so if you think you
will be ready to top-up then
(October or November),
ring 01840 250520 and
leave your name and number
and I’ll come back to you
later on in the season. ML

The Gardens of The
Old Rectory, St Juliot
will be open on July
31st & August 1st from
2pm - 5pm.
These spectacular hidden
gardens are set in 3 acres of
ground and include special
trees, flowering shrubs and
herbaceous borders. The
walled kitchen garden should
be looking at its best - come
and see the nectarines and
peaches!
Homemade teas will
be served and plants
available for sale. There
will also be a woodturning
demonstration.
All proceeds will go to St
Juliot Church.

Small Quirky
Museum

Photographic
Exhibition &
The Museum of Witchcraft
Competition
in Boscastle was included
in the Guardian newspaper
recommendations for ‘Small
Quirky Museums’ this May.
It is listed as ‘one of the
world’s largest collections
of witchcraft paraphenalia
and artefacts. Included are
spells, dollies, cauldrons
and broomsticks. Gives
kids a great alternative view
on religion and history. It’s
not at all scary and spooky.
Not much anyway!’
Congratulations to Graham
and his team.

For the 3rd year running a
Photographic Exhibition
will be held in September
as part of the fund-raising
for a new Village Hall in
Marshgate. Those held
in 2008 and 2009 raised
more than £2,650, and it is
hoped 2010 will be just as
successful. The exhibition
will be used to decide the
photographs to be included
in a calendar for 2011,
sales of which will provide
the funds.

Anyone may enter with
any subject, though the
photographs must be taken
within a seven mile radius
of the Hall, as shown on
the map on the website
and posters in the locality.
Photographs should be
7”x 5” size in landscape
format, either digital or
printed. Full details of how
to submit photographs for
the competition are on the
Hall’s website at: www.
otterhamandstjuliothall.org

Footpaths on
Forrabury Common
I am pleased to tell you
that the footpaths on
Forrabury Common (also
known as the ‘Stitches’)
are greatly improved since
the last Blowhole. The dry
spring weather has gone
a long way towards the
improvement, as have the
many walkers, whose feet
have levelled out most of
the lumps and bumps on
the paths. Some of the land
has been ploughed and
planted and is carpeted
with green shoots.
There can be no
pleasanter place to spend
some time in exercise,
surrounded by new growth
of blackthorn and the scents
of spring flowers - violets,
primroses and gorse - and
sea breezes.
GQ

Open Gardens 2
Carole Vincent and Alex
Stewart will be opening
their gardens at Half Acre
and Wildwood under the
National Gardens Scheme
on Saturday 19th & Sunday
20th June between 1.30pm
& 5.30pm. There will also
be an art exhibition at Half
Acre. Admission £3, teas
served in aid of Forrabury
and Minster churches.
Parking is available at the
surgery where maps will be
provided.
The charities this scheme
supports include Macmillan
and Marie Curie Nurses as
well as Help the Hospice
Care.

Date for your Diary
Thusday 30th September
is Boscastle Festival Gala
night. For information or
tickets, please contact any of
the 4 fundraising charities,
holding this event:
Boscastle School, Janet
Lathom: 01840 250329
Football Club, Sharon
Pethick: 01840 250341
Boscastle Playgroup,
Carolyn Edwards 01840
250051 or 07966249815
Gig club: Frances Hegarty
01840 250131

There will be more details
in the Autumn edition of
the Blowhole.

MK Computers

w r perry & Son

♦ PC Upgrades and Repair

Building contractors

♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081
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Boscastle
Community Energy
Saving
Scavenging Seagulls
(& Crows)
With
these
lighter
mornings, seagulls (and
crows) have at least a two
hour start on the refuse
disposal men. They see our
rubbish bags as their á la
carte breakfast. Not being
the best of diners, they toss
aside the vegetable peelings,
used tea bags and yogurt
pots spreading them, and
other noisome debris,
all over the roads and
pavements – uugghhhh!!
Last year it was
suggested that, to outsmart
these feathered vandals, if
you don’t have a dust bin,
covering the rubbish bag
with an old blanket or piece
of carpet would fool the
birds and keep our streets
clean and vermin free. It
seems a simple suggestion,
being easy to carry out and
better for the refuse men,
who may attempt to pick
up the scattered rubbish.

Pop-In

The Pop-In is open
every Monday morning
from 9.30 - 11am at the
Community
Centre.
Everyone is welcome.








In the Spring issue I
reported the County
scheme to fit new street
lights with individual
control
throughout
Cornwall , which should
reach Boscastle in the New
Year. This is to make savings
in energy by allowing us
residents a choice as to
how much we want them
on, or more particularly
off, and how bright. The
enclosed Parish Council
questionnaire seeks your
input, and the results will
be passed to County.
This scheme has cost
£14m, so to make it really
worthwhile my personal
vote is for maximum off
time, giving maximum
reduction of running costs
and carbon emissions at
power stations.
Many
small communities do
fine without any lighting,
so it would be a real
achievement
for
our
community to make big
cuts in this largely wasteful
luxury. Here is a great lowcarbon alternative to more
wind farms, so let’s use it.
We hope you will give this
careful thought, and return
your questionnaire soon.

The Bus Stops Here a victim that action was
As far back as the Autumn
2009 issue of the Blowhole
we reported that Jane
Castling had expressed
her concern at the August
parish council meeting
regarding the position of
the bus stop sign by the car
park, as a number of people
had walked into it.
Jane raised the subject
at every following meeting
but it was not until Marion
Ferrett wrote to say that her
young granddaughter had
the misfortune to become

Thank You
June, Les & Wendy Siford
would like to thank every
one for their kind words,
flowers and cards, and also
for donations to the British
Heart Foundation after the
sad passing of Fred Siford
(Husband, Father & Fatherin-law).

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962

Nick Wrigley
Beeny, Boscastle



HERITAGE

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

Bespoke Joinery and Construction Ltd

Unit 2, Highfield Industrial Estate, Camelford PL32 9RA

? Windows Doors Stairs Kitchens ?
? Contemporary and Traditional ?

? Barn conversions New Builds Refurbishment works ?

Contact: Tim Palin on
01840 214854 or 07866 077129
www.heritageonsite.co.uk
email:info@heritageonsite.co.uk
Building locally for over 20 years

Page  Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2010

taken. The parish council
passed the problem to
Glenton Brown and very
soon the offending sign
was moved to the safety of
the flower bed.

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR




Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
IN SEPTEMBER
Mary, Clare, Roger, David & Peter
Present
A stunning and star studded show; a
scintillating, seductive and storytelling evening
of song and smiles. A spell binding September
event at Boscastle Village Hall in aid of the

Macmillan Nurses

on
Friday 10th & Saturday 11th of September 2010

Congratulations and best wishes to Blowhole team
member Arthur Bannister, who celebrates his 80th
birthday on 14th June

The Picture
Parlour

Bottreaux Boscastle

Many locals & visitors
may have noticed that
The Picture Parlour is now
under new ownership after
almost 11 years being run
by village residents Brian
& Sandra.
The new owners Nick
& Justine took over at the
end of May. We extend a
warm welcome to them
and their family. As the
news arrived too late to be
included here, full details
will appear in the next
edition of the Blowhole.

The Bottreaux invited local
people to their informal
Open Evening on 7th April
to celebrate the re-opening
of their evening restaurant
and bar. The event, held
in the light and tastefully
decorated dining area and
bar, was well attended, with
manager Helen Graham in
attendance. The restaurant
has an extensive home cooked
menu, which caters to all
tastes and uses local produce,
whenever possible. There is a
good selection of wines from
around the world as well as
Cornish beers.

Tickets are £10 inclusive of canapés
and a glass of wine.
Doors open at 7.30 pm and the show starts at 8pm
with a short interval for a raffle and sale of wine.
There will be a licensed bar

Tickets available from Pickwick Antiques
01840 250770 or 01566 880085

Postie’s Corner
From Madame Qui Porte Les Culottes
Dear Myrna, you’ll notice in your photo, that
Monsieur Sans Culottes is wearing a hat.
I’ll tell you why, there’s a very good reason
And it isn’t entirely because of the season.
The handsome, hirsute, young man that I wed
Now has more hair on his legs than his head!
His rosy-pink knees would amuse you much less
If I covered them up with a Panto Dame dress!
He’d find it much harder to climb up our hills
And visit you all with those flyers and bills.
He’s happy to deliver to everyone’s houses
But only in shorts and not in long trousers!
Sue (The Posties wife)

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk
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WALK THIS WAY FOR A GREAT FESTIVAL START
Murder
mystery,
a
fishermen’s friend and a
Radio Four presenter. An
unlikely mix but just some
of the varied ingredients
that helped make Boscastle
Walking Week a great
success.
Nobody counted all
the miles trekked during
the Walking Week but
all who took part agreed
that even the odd blister
was a price worth paying
for the opportunity of
getting a different take on
Cornwall’s fabulous coast
and countryside. Add to
that the bonus of wonderful
weather - almost wall to
wall sunshine - and it’s not
difficult to see why holding
the Walking Week in April
has proved so popular.
A total of 17 walks, 5
boat trips, badger watching,
star gazing, special lunches,
quizzes, suppers and a
festival dinner all added
to the varied programme
on offer to more than
a hundred locals and
visitors.
Walk organiser Denise
Tillinghast, a member
of Boscastle Chamber of
Trade and Commerce, the
main festival sponsors, is
delighted with the response.
“Having switched Walking

Week from October to
April we didn’t quite know
what to expect,” she says,
“but it’s turned out to have
been the right decision. We
couldn’t have hoped for
better weather and from
the feedback we’ve had so
far there’s every indication
that next year will be even
better.”
The
walks
which
tempted visitors from all
over the country this time
included treks along the
coast path, a geology trail
at Crackington Haven,
walking in the footsteps of
the author Thomas Hardy,
a guided tour around Port
Isaac in the company of
Fishermen’s Friend Peter
Rowe, a look at Bude
canal and a ramble across
Bodmin Moor to re-visit
the scene of a Victorian
murder mystery.
“It was a packed
programme,” Denise adds,
“and given the response we
are going to have to work
very hard to improve on
it for next year. What’s
particularly pleasing is the
way local businesses and
particularly the pubs, the
Cobweb, the Napoleon

and the Wellington Hotel,
all got into the spirit of the
event and gave it their full
support.”
Plans for next year
already include an extended
walk on Bodmin Moor, a
wheelchair trail and more
literary walks taking in
John Betjeman’s favourite
site around St. Enodoc
and the Rev Hawker’s
Morwenstow.
And what about the
Radio Four presenter?
Newsreader
Kathy
Clugston scored a hit
with the judges of a
photographic competition
for entries into this year’s
Boscastle Calendar and
returned to her favourite
part of Cornwall to
enjoy Walking Week.
Like many of those who
enjoyed this year’s events,
she’s looking forward to
returning in 2011 and as
an accomplished musician,
is planning to bring her
ukulele with her.

This year’s BosFest 2010,
Cornwall’s Real Food, Art
and Craft Festival, will
take place on 2nd & 3rd
October.
Details Tel. 01840 250010
www.boscastlefestival.co.uk
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com
www.visitboscastle.co.uk

Bonfires
Many of us like and need
to have a bonfire from
time to time. There are no
specific laws against having
a bonfire, or when you
can have one, but there
are Acts that deal with the
nuisance they can cause. It
is an offence to get rid of
domestic waste in a way
likely to cause pollution
or harm to human health,
including burning it.
Burning plastic, rubber or
painted materials creates
poisonous fumes, which
can have damaging health
effects, particularly for
people with existing health
problems, like asthma or
heart conditions.
The smoke and smell
created by bonfires may
annoy your neighbours.
Smoke can prevent people
enjoying their gardens,
opening
windows
or
hanging washing out.
If you are having a
bonfire, light it at a time
least likely to affect your
neighbours, eg not on a
warm day when people
will be in their garden. Try
to only burn dry material,
as damp materials causes
more smoke. Also avoid
lighting a bonfire when air
pollution is high - check
the weather forecast.

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Car Park Charges.

Doctors Corner
On 20 May 2010 Kate Public Toilets
Dixon, Group Manager
– Parking Policy reported:
“The results of the
questionnaire have been
circulated to the Cabinet
Parking Policy Advisory
Panel. They are being used
to formulate the structure
of charging for 2011/12.
The panel will be meeting
on 16 June 2010 to discuss
the revised structure; I am
anticipating that the results
of the questionnaire will be
published as an appendix to
the paper that is presented
to the panel.
“We are in the process of
determining the exact way
forward (this will also be
presented to the meeting).
Whatever is decided there
will be a statutory public
consultation on the parking
order for 2011/12”.
Current charges for car
parking in Boscastle
during the summer are:
£1 for 1 hour, £1.90 for 2
hrs, £3 for 4 hrs, £4.80 all
day and £23 for a week.
Winter charges are 60p
for 2 hrs, £2.10 all day and
£5.50 per week.

The Parish Council have
decided not to bear the
cost of maintaining the
Minster public toilets
from the precept. They are
now closed and boarded
up. A notice pinned to
the unpainted plywood
advises people that there is
an alternative “In the car
park at the centre of the
village”!
Peter Melmoth pointed
out that the use of these
toilets by local people is
considered to be low. Public
toilets are intended for the
public regardless of where
they live. He also claimed
that there are two other
public toilets in “Boscastle
itself ”. Presumably he
counts the toilets in the
Visitor Centre. (He does
not say who bears the cost
of maintaining them).
Although they are available
to the public there is
nothing to indicate their
presence inside or outside
the building and the finger
post by the road bridge
points only to those in the
car park.

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle

01840 250204
16th century pub full of character

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or
restaurant, booking advisable.
Daily lunchtime specials from only £2.00
All food prepared on the premises using local
produce wherever possible.
Enjoy your meal & drinks in our delightful beer
garden or beer terrace, dogs welcome on a lead.

Live music every Friday night

For more details about the pub, the area & all our
forthcoming events please ring us or
check out our new web site at

www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A warm & friendly welcome awaits you

Boscastle First Responders

Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Kerry Anne is presenting a cheque on behalf of the Wellington Hotel
for £392.98 to Frances Hegarty
Pictured are Graham Ferguson (Paramedic Supervisor), Kerry Anne
Godwin (Wellington Hotel Manager), Frances Hegarty (Co-ordinator) and Brenda Green (Treasurer)

St. Gennys
Gazette Editor and
Production Team
retire
Shirley Boettinger and the
team of Henry Boettinger,
Maurice Cook and Sally
Fowler will retire from
producing the Gazette
after the December 2010
issue. The Gazette was
started in August 1979. It
goes out every month with
an average of 44 pages. The
Gazette has its own printing
equipment which has been
housed at the Boettinger’s
home for the 25 years that
Shirley has been editor.
Congratulations from the
Blowhole team for a truly
remarkable achievement.

Road Closure above
The Shippen
Representatives of Cornwall
Council and Cormac
met Cornwall Councillor
Glenton Brown, Parish
Councillors Nanette Irving
Little, Chris Jarvis, and
George Findlay together
with Messrs Peter Dixon,
Malcolm
Green
and
Michael Parsons on 18th
May in order to discuss the
programme of remedial
work to be carried out to
the retaining wall above
the Shippen.
The result of their
findings will be on display
in the Visitor Centre on
Thursday 24th June 2010
between 10am & 2pm.

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk
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BOSCASTLE SCHOOL’S MODEL BEHAVIOUR

Boscastle School Association
raised £518 at their fashion
show held in The Wellington
Hotel this March.
A sell-out audience made
up of families, friends
and the local community
saw a range of Spring &
Summer clothes provided
by the Truro branches of
Marks&Spencers and New
Look, modelled by ex-pupils,
parents, staff and children of
Boscastle CP School.
The School Association
was especially grateful to
The Wellington Hotel for
lending the restaurant for
the event and for arranging
a donation of wine from St
Austell Brewery and also to
the staff and parents who
worked so hard for us on the
night.
The evening was a great
success and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who were
there.

Conor Stripe and Joshua Bowker.

Olivia Collings and Sorcha Mead, as they
stroll up the catwalk

Chloe Miles and Lucie Nicholls, walk the catwalk

Four of the ladies in the show pose for the camera
Emma Miller, Mel Brown, Louise Drover and Clare Stripe
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All the photos on this page are copyright and
reproduced courtesy of David Flower,. The Blowhole
thanks him for allowing us to print them.

The Magnificent 7

Visitors to St Symphorian
Chuch. Forrabury were
treated to a feast of colour
and creativity during the
Spring Bank Holiday
weekend.
Like all seven churches
in the Boscastle group the
clifftop building was taking
part in The Magnificent
7, exhibitions to portray
the historic beauty of these
ancient buildings.
Drawn in by softly
playing music, visitors to
Forrabury could only smile
in delight at the dozens of
paintings displayed around
its walls.
Using a wide variety of
mediums, local artists had
created an eclectic mix of
subjects, many depicting
the glorious seashores and
landscapes which surround
us.
Further
dramatic
swathes of colour were
produced by exquisitely
made patchwork quilts,
and few visitors could resist
spending a few moments

admiring a display of cuddly
teddy bears.
Along the Valency Valley.
Minster Church was a haven
of peace and tranquillity
-a place to reflect and rest
weary feet.
Here an exhibition of
work by young people from
Copyright photos courtesy David Flower
the Childrens Church shows
‘Hats Off ’ Exhibition at St David’s Church at Davidstow, May 2010
there will be no shortage of
pictured with one of the displays are Phyllis Farrant and her God
talent for future art shows
daughter Michelle Sanders
in Boscastle.
Copyright photos courtesy David Flower
Other exhibitions in the
group included a fascinating
display of hats, old and
new at Davidstow Church.
and the 140th anniversary
of Thomas Hardy’s visit
to St Juliot Church was
portrayed in flowers, poetry
and prose.
The bells rang out at both
St Denis, Otterham and
St Michael and All Angels,
Lesnewth and another
Flowers and Thomas Hardy at St Juliot Church near Boscastle
exhibition of exquisite, Here Joanna Bull is pictured with a display depicting poetry. It’s 140
needlework, embroidery years since the then unknown church architect, Thomas Hardy, was
and handicrafts was much greeted at the door of the rectory by the Rector’s daughter, Emma Gifadmired by visitors to St ford, who became his wife and the inspiration for his first novel and
some of his best-acclaimed poetry.
Petroc, Trevalga.
Although the events did heard about the event on
not draw enormous crowds Radio Cornwall. They had
those who came said they travelled from their home
were both fascinated and near Liskeard and had just
greatly impressed by the one more church to visit.
talent displayed and the Apart from the work on
warm welcome they received display they were fascinated
to explore churches and
at the churches.
One couple who called places they had never even
into Forrabury said they had heard of, let alone visited
before.
Jo Francis
Congratulations
to
Scott and Suzanne
of the
Wellington Hotel
on the birth of
their daughter
Ruby Rose
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Road Closure:

Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster Parish Council meet in the Village Hall
on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm. Members of
the public are invited to attend and may address the Council
during the first ten minutes of the meeting. A copy of the agenda
is displayed on the Parish Council notice boards and website
prior to all meetings. Minutes of previous meetings are displayed
once they are approved by the Council.
For further information please contact the Parish Clerk: Bob
Smith on 01840 250440 email formin.parish@virgin.net or
visit: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

AGM of the
Forrabury and
Minster Parish
Council
The AGM was held on13th
May 2010. Election of
Officers was as follows:
Chairman David Ferrett,
Vice Chairman Mark
Smith. A full list of Council
representatives can be
obtained from the Parish
Clerk.

Public concerns
Bus Stop:

Jane Castling again voiced
concerns about the position
of the bus stop notice in
the harbour. A letter was
also received from Marion
Ferrett asking for action
to be taken following an
incident in which her
grandchild was injured.
Cllr Irving-Little supplied

photos of the bus stop
and Cornwall Councillor
Glenton Brown arranged
for the pole to be moved
from the pavement to the
flower bed. This matter is
now resolved and at the
May meeting parties were
thanked for resolving the
issue.

Handrails in the Harbour:

A planning application
was received to install steel
edged protective railings in
the Harbour area for The
National Trust. This was
opposed by a member of the
public and when discussed
at the Planning meeting
it was agreed by majority
vote that the application be
refused on the grounds of
inadequate design and the
design submitted would
encourage visitor misuse
and that a site meeting
should be held.

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320
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Concerns were raised over
the proposed road closure
adjacent to “The Shippen”.
Consultation is continuing
with the Cornwall Council
engineers re the timing
of the closure and other
practical issues.

Boscastle Energy
Saving Circular
A text for the Energy
Saving questionnaire was
submitted by Nick Wrigley
and following some revision
was agreed at the May
meeting. These will be
distributed to all Boscastle
residents with the summer
edition of the Blowhole
due out in mid June.

Minster Toilets
Closure of the toilets finally
took place on 29th March.
Concerns were expressed
that the building was an
eyesore since the boarding
up of the windows.

Car parking
charges

specifically for the benefit
of the village.

Flood Fund Grants
The Boscastle Village Hall
applied for a grant to
assist in replacing rotten
window frames and the
Pre-school Playgroup for
outdoor equipment at
Top School. At the May
meeting it was agreed that
both organizations should
receive £1,000.

South West Water/
BAM Nuttall
At the May meeting it was
reported that work was
almost complete and that
the starting date would be
14th June.
The site compound at
Trevalga would be closed
and equipment moved to
the Forrabury compound
which would remain open
possibly until the end of
July. Seeding of worked
areas is proceeding well.

Cornwall Councillor

The
Parish
Council
responded
to
the
questionnaire circulated
by Cornwall Council
regarding charges. Alex
Stewart
is
pursuing
information received that
a small portion of land
in the car park was left

Cllr Glenton Brown has
given regular updates on
work in the Cornwall
Council. He told the May
meeting that since the
formation of the Unitary
Authority
£11,000,000
has been spent on
consultation.

A N PA R T R I C K
T
S
I
and
TR
DAN ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

Message from MP,
Dan Rogerson
Firstly, and simply, thank
you. I’m delighted that
local people have re-elected
me to stand up for them in
Westminster. It’s an absolute
honour and a privilege to
serve as the Member of
Parliament for my own
home constituency.
As I went round on the
campaign trail, I met
so many familiar faces
and made many new
friends too.
Naturally
an intensive campaign of
that kind is exhausting,
but it is also rewarding. I
was overwhelmed by the
number of people I met
whom I’d been able to
help over the course of the
previous five years. Dealing
with individual cases where
an MP’s intervention can
make a difference is one of
the most important parts
of my job, and I was really
touched to see how hard
work had some times paid
off.
All over North Cornwall
from the most rural hamlet
to the more urban centres,
people came together to
support some of my key
campaigns to stem the
growth of second homes
and to reduce Cornish

water bills. There was firm
support, too, for our plans
to reform the tax system
nationally, to give a fair
deal to people on low and
middle incomes by closing
loopholes at the top for
the very wealthy. Those
plans are now set to be
put into action by Liberal
Democrats in government.
The new government in
Westminster is not just a
change in some of the faces
at the Cabinet table. It is
a new kind of government,
too. I’ve long argued – along
with Liberal Democrat
colleagues – that the British
political system should be
more consensual: it should
encourage parties to work
together.
For decades,
we’ve endured singleparty government after
single-party government
all taking in turns to stop
listening to the public, and
to make the same mistakes
as their predecessors. The
new coalition government

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

is controversial.
It is
uncomfortable, particularly
for people like me who’ve
fought Conservatives all
their political lives. But if
you look at the coalition
agreement – as I know
many constituents have
– you’ll see that it is also
a big opportunity to build
the greener, fairer Britain
that I have long believed
in. There will be difficulties
and disagreements along
the way, but I hope you’ll
agree with me that it is
worth working through
those to try and get things
done.
The Queen’s Speech
this year was an exciting
sign, I hope, of things to
come. The government
announced
a
radical
programme of political
reform that will result in
an elected House of Lords,
the right to sack corrupt
MPs and a referendum
on changing Britain’s
antiquated, broken voting
system. There will be a
Great Repeal Bill to roll
back Labour’s surveillance
state and an Identity
Documents Bill to scrap
ID cards and destroy the
authoritarian
National
Identity Register. The new
Education and Children’s
Bill will implement Liberal

Democrat proposals to
have more money follow
the most disadvantaged
pupils into schools. It
means better funding for
Cornish education, and
more freedom for teachers
to teach instead of to test
their pupils. There are
countless more measures
which formed a big part
of the Liberal Democrat
campaign this time – all
of which are actually set to
become law.
As ever, I look forward
to working with people
in Boscastle – and from
across the whole of North
Cornwall. My number one
job is still to listen to you
and stand up for you. I
can do that job best when
I hear from you, when I
know about the successes
and the challenges in every
community.
To those
who supported me in the
election, thank you again.
To those I didn’t persuade
this time, I want everyone
to know that I see it as my
job to represent the whole
constituency and all its
residents.
Dan Rogerson MP
4 Tower Street,
Launceston, Cornwall,
PL15 8BQ
Tel: 01566 777123
contact@danrogerson.org

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836
Boscastle Blowhole Summer 2010 Page 11

Boscastle, Bossiney and Tintagel Waste Water
Treatment Scheme Update
South West Water, Bam
Nuttall, Nomenca and
Pell Frischmann are in the
final stages of the Boscastle,
Bossiney and Tintagel waste
water treatment scheme.
Since Carl Thorpe,
Cornwall
Historic
Environment Service, gave
a talk on the archaeological
discoveries during this
scheme, there have been no
further significant finds.
The focus of the scheme
has been to reinstate works
rather than excavate.
To recap, the scheme
includes 6 pumping stations
to transfer wastewater to
a new treatment work
through new underground
pipelines. The pumping
station in Boscastle harbour
was constructed during the
regeneration scheme and
modifications are in the
process of being completed.
The pumping stations at
New Road and Forrabury
are also nearly complete,
with the reinstatement
progressing well.
At
Bossiney,
the
pumping station at Back

Reinstatement of temporary access track at Bossiney

temporary
fence
will
soon be taken down. The
small pumping station by
Tintagel Castle requires
final connections and
permanent reinstatement
before completion. The
excavation has all been
filled.
The
construction
compound
by
the
treatment works between
Boscastle and Bossiney has
been substantially removed.
The reinstatement and
landscaping is underway
and will improve as the
season continues. Much
of the land used during
construction has now
been handed back to
landowners.
Picture below shows the
topsoil reinstatement at Bossiney
Back Lane

Treatment works building clad in timber

Lane is now complete and all of the
topsoil has been replaced. The control
room has been clad in wood to appear
similar to a small stable block.
Tintagel Castle Road pumping
station has also progressed well with
landscaping in progress and the

Camelford Country Dance
Every Thursday Night at
St John’s Ambulance Hall,
Camelford, 7.30 - 9.30 pm
Cost: £1.10 including, tea and
biscuits
Contact Barbara Perry
01840 212655
Inside the main treatment tank
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National Coastwatch Institution

News from the
Lookout
Everyone who comes to
Boscastle notices the small
white building up above
Eastern Blackapit, but
most visitors and, dare
we say it, some locals may
not be aware that the NCI
lookout up there is part of
a national chain keeping
an eye out for problems
around our coasts and
reporting directly to HM
Coastguard..
The
National
Coastwatch
Institution
began life in 1994 as a
response to the loss of two
fishermen near Cadgwith
and the first NCI lookout
was opened at Bass Point.
Currently 41 NCI stations
are fully operational and
manned by over 1700
volunteers keeping watch
around the British Isles
from here in the South
West to Wearside in the
North East. Last year the
NCI logged over 1200
incidents and initiated 49
RNLI rescues.
Boscastle NCI is the
most easterly station on
the North Coast and
was originally built as a
Summerhouse by a local
landowner. With the
enthusiastic support of
Fred Siford, then the local
Harbour Master, a team

of volunteer carpenters,
electricians and DIYers
worked towards our official
opening in June 2003.
Now we have 45 fully
trained volunteers who
man the station 365 days
a year, equipped with VHF
Radio, Radar and high
powered binoculars; they
are the eyes and ears on the
coast of Cornwall giving
their time to make sure
that others are never too far
from help.
We welcome new
volunteers and if you are
interested in spending a few
hours each month looking
out for others then call our
Manager, John Davis on
07791 761 502.
We would like to wish
everyone
a busy and
successful season and if
you, your guests or any
visitors want to know
what the sea conditions are
beyond the harbour you
can always give us a ring on
01840 250 965.

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

The NCI Stations in
Cornwall are one of three
charities in the county
to have been awarded
the Queens Award for
Voluntary Service 2010
in this year’s Birthday
Honours.
This Award is the
equivalent of an MBE
for individuals and is a
recognition of the work
of our supporters and
volunteers in Boscastle and
across the county.

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk

MW
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From the Methodist
Minister
Once again the holiday
season is with us – how
time flies. Those who
commentate on the national
situation are forecasting
that the holiday trade in
Cornwall will be more
buoyant this year because
of the threats to air travel
packages through industrial
action and the volcanic ash
situation. This will lead to
some people not going to
their first choice holiday
destination and resolving
their disappointment by
saying “a change is as good
as a rest”.
Those of us who are
fortunate to be living
around these parts know
however that a number of
people visit us year after
year, and can predict when
we expect to see them. Our
regular visitors will note the
changes that are constantly
going on around us
because of various things.
In Boscastle the landscape
has changed because of
the flood relief work for
instance. The weather plays
its part in our changing
landscape and seascape,
as well as the changes in
businesses and buildings.
Change is a fact of life.
We all change and discover
sometimes that we cannot
do as much in an hour as
we were once able, and at
other times find that we
have developed new gifts
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and insights or have new
opportunities opening up
to us.
Politically too we are
living through a changed
situation of a coalition
government. It will be
interesting to see how that
change works out.
Amidst all change there
is one constant – the writer
to the Hebrews wrote
in Chapter 13 and verse
8 – “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and
forever.”
As we face change it
is worth pondering the
‘constant’ that has shaped
our culture and values as a
society and our answers to
the ultimate questions of
life.
Every blessing in your
pondering.
Bryan Ede

P.S. The friends at Boscastle
Methodist Church will be
holding their annual Fete
on Saturday, June 19th in
the Church grounds at
2.30p.m. We would be
delighted to see you there.

Dear Friends
What a fantastic Easter we
had at church, from a Palm
Sunday procession from
the Rectory to church,
Good Friday with an
outdoor ‘Stations of the
Cross’ which saw locals
and visitors nearly filling
Forrabury Church, to a real
highlight with the Dawn
Service at the lookout
followed by breakfast at

the Rectory and then the
Easter Day Eucharist at
Minster Church. Thank
you to everybody who
came along and supported
any of the many events
during this very busy
season of the churches year,
and if you missed any then
clear your diary now ready
for next year. Over 150
people attended services
within the Group on Easter
Day, which is an amazing
number of locals who felt
connected to the church
on that special day.
Easter in the church
always seems to be so
busy that when it is all
over we tend to hide in a
corner and collapse for a
while, and I wonder if life
is just a little bit like that
as well. We lead such busy
lives now that we do need
to ensure that we have
ample opportunity to stop

and think, to give thanks
for all that is good in our
lives, to contemplate what
has gone before, and what
is still to come. Forrabury
and Minster church are
both places where our
community,
and
our
visitors, regularly take time
out to listen to the world,
to stop for a moment and
hear the silence of God’s
creation before once more
stepping out into the world
to get on with their lives.
It is a tremendous joy to
see our fantastic buildings
being used in such a way by
so many people each year
– we estimate that 3,240
people visited Minster
last year and 3,624 people
visited Forrabury, and
many of these people left
comments in the visitors
books stating what special
and spiritual places both
church buildings are.

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk

We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

When you read this
article the Boscastle with
Davidstow Group of
Churches will have held its
very first joint fundraising
event the ‘Magnificent 7’.
This is a really significant
step in the group as it shows
all of our seven churches
working together, sharing
resources and encouraging
people to visit all of the
fantastic buildings that
are in our care. I do hope
that at some time during
the May Bank Holiday
you managed to go to one
of the churches and have
a look at the imaginative
displays that were on offer.
Who knows, this might just
become an annual event!!!
I hope that you have
all noted in your diary the
Church Fete (which Jane
is very kindly allowing us
to hold on her lawn again
this year) on August 29th.
This starts with an open-air
Eucharist at 10.30am, and
we are thrilled that this year
it will also be a joint service
with Boscastle Methodists.
We have therefore invited
the Bishop of St Germans
to be with us on that special
Sunday to make the service
an extra special event for
the community. Do please
come along and join us, or
come along later to the fete

which will run until about
4pm – let us hope and pray
for some good weather…..
I pray that you will all
have a blessed Summer
and at some stage be able
to have some time off to
enjoy this beautiful part of
the world.
Yours in Christ
Fr Robert

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274
Church of England:
Fr Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359
Roman Catholic
Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in
the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns

John Linington of Tregrylls, Lesnewth
who died on 2nd April 2010.
A memorial service was held at Minster church

Tintagel Orpheus
Male Voice Choir
Summer Concerts on:
Thurs 22nd July
Thurs 5th August
Thurs 19th August
Thurs 9th September
Thurs 23rd September
These concerts all take place in
Tintagel Social Hall and start at 8pm.

NORTH CORNWALL
MUSEUM AND GALLERY
The Clease • Camelford • Cornwall • PL32 9PL

Tel. 01840 212954
manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

17 May - 2 July
Stitched in Time
Textiles by Dee Ann McCoull
Wood Turning by John Theobald

5 July - 20 August
Roughtor and its Moorland
Paintings by Brian Littlejohns
Reworked Furniture by Sam Isaacs
Pottery by John Webb

For more information on joining contact:

23 August - 30 Sept

Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Paintings and Prints by Bridget Holden
Pottery by Svend Bayer
The Gallery and Museum are open Monday Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 25 March - 30 September
(Wheelchair access to Museum only)

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area
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Boscastle Playgroup to have exciting new premises
In a joint venture with Boscastle CP
School Boscastle Playgroup’s exciting
new premises is materialising at Top
School.
As I write the builders are working
on the site, transforming it into an
amazing venue. It will have four
distinct areas.
1 The purpose designed hall and
extension to facilitate all the
children’s needs.
2 A playground with covered area
for all weather outdoor learning and
play.
3 A garden for growing fruit,
vegetables, herbs and flowers to
learn about the joys and rewards
of working the land and producing
food to eat.
4 A wild valley garden including a
babbling brook to explore, enabling
the children to experience nature
hands on. To see and feel the
changing seasons, the trees, plants,
animals, birds and mini-beasts.
At last, after all these years, local
mums, dads and carers will have the
opportunity, depending on demand,
for top quality, full day child care
We work in conjunction with Kizzy,
a local childminder, who has just
received her second “Outstanding”
report from OFSTED. Together we

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net
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can provide day care for children
from 0 to 5 years ago.
The school will be able to use the
valley garden at all times and the
rest of the facilities out of playgroup
hours.
Between the three of us, Kizzy,
playgroup and the Primary school
we will be able to provide continuity
of care for a child until secondary
school age. If you are interest, book
your place now – rumour has it there
will be a waiting list.
The plan is to open in September
when the building work and
playground should be finished. The
gardens will be an on-going project,
as gardens always are.
We believe that children are the
heart of a living community and
this project is partly driven by the
belief that Boscastle need to keep the
playgroup and school. If you feel the
same way and wish to contribute here
are some ideas of how you could be
involved.
1 Would you like to build, or help
build, a natural forest house, make
a rope swing, turn a log into a
snake, a tree stump into a dragon
or any other natural, imagination
stimulating ideas for play in a
valley?
2 Donate slices of tree for natural
seats and therefore eventually
homes for mini-beasts.
3 Donations of plants, seeds,
fruit bushes, trees, strong rope for
natural hand rails, climbing and
swinging.

4 Do you have heavy, good quality
curtains, too good to throw away
but no longer needed?
5 Could you make large, attractive
patchwork curtains out of donated
materials?
6 Do you have any fundraising
ideas – would you like to run one?
As we are opening in September
our big push will be during the
summer holidays. If you could help
then it would be ideal, if summer
is your busy time too, then out of
season would still be great.
Any enquiries please telephone
Playgroup on 01840 250673 or
School on 01840 250329
Lynn Lockyear

Currently the playgroup meet at the Village
Hall in Boscastle on:
Monday 9.30-12, ages 3-5 years
Tuesday 9.30-12, ages 2-5 years
Wednesday 9.30-12, ages 3-5 years plus
Baby, toddlers and parents group 10-12.
Thursday 9.30-12 and 1-3pm, ages 2-5 years
Friday 9.30-12 and 1-3pm, ages 2-5 years.
Lunch club is available everyday from 12-1pm
PG supervisor: Lyn Lockyear 01840250673
music and movement ~ dance ~ water & sand play
wildlife walks ~ clay modelling ~ planting ~
woodwork ~ story time ~ painting
Come along and enjoy a free session with us

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access

Ladies’ A start the year in style
Unlike last year, the availability of
a boat for training throughout the
winter paid significant dividends at
this year’s World Championships
with much improved performances
by both our men’s and ladies teams.
Leading the way was the Ladies’ A
team who exceeded even their own
high expectations, by coming 40th
out of 117 entries, so congratulations
to Sonya Kinchington, Jess Brown,
Lizzie Crocker, Fran Hegarty and
Sarah Jones, not to mention Cox,
Trevor Beare.
Other results were as follows:
Men’s Vets
Ladies’ Vets
Ladies B
Men’s B		

Torrent leaving Boscastle

Boscastle and whenever tides and
weather conditions allow we will
be rowing from there both for race
training and general club rowing
on Friday evenings. New members
required. We are still looking for new
members either for social rowing or
race training. Age isn’t a barrier and

we run teams for both ladies and
men’s vets and ‘super’ vets.
So, if you are interested in a
healthy, enjoyable and very social
sport, contact our membership
secretary Steve Higgins on 01566
86427 or send an email to
info@boscastlegigclub.org.uk

4th from 63
35th from 46
96th from 117
88th from 127

Unfortunately, the Men’s A team
got tangled in a mooring buoy line
on the final start line resulting in a
position of 56th, slightly down on
2009.
Torrent has now returned to

Ladies’A rowing hard for the line

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches
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Pickwick
Papers
It would appear that since
her only real belief had
been in alternative religion
a totally Christian format
for the service would be
hypocritical and therefore
an alternative funeral was
being arranged. I, it would
seem, was being asked to
take up the task of stringing
the whole affair together as
some sort of quasi master of
ceremonies cum chairman
of the proceedings which
was to take place in the
rather glamorous chapel
of a boy’s public school
in South London. What
could I say, that my trips up
country were now few and
far between, we no longer
resonated to the beat of
the great metropolis that
was our prior home for so
many years, that we had a
business to attend to here
which we were not easily
able to leave? After due

It is strange how the past
can suddenly knock on the
door of the present thus
awakening old memories
and
situations
and
reminding one of people
perhaps long forgotten.
Recently I was contacted
by a friend from more than
forty years ago who had
learnt of my whereabouts
from a particular television
series, much repeated
apparently! Her purpose
for getting in touch was
to ask a favour and a fairly
onerous one at that. Her
mother was dying, no real
surprise since she was ninety
four, and her daughter, my
friend, was getting ahead
of the game by putting
together a funeral service
as would befit such an
august lady as her mother.

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk
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consideration and with a
certain amount of curiosity
I did say that I would do as
asked.
Well
sadly,
but
expectedly, the lady did
die and at the drop of that
particular hat we found
ourselves London bound
with best bib and tuckers
packed since we needed to
make a good impression.
It seemed that more old
friends were due to turn
up at the funeral, some
of them old girlfriends
too, and we really had to
show ourselves in the best
possible light. Nobody was
going to say that the years
had been anything but
kind to us even though the
passing of forty years had
definitely taken their toll.
Several prior e-mails had
acquainted me with the
service format so I knew
that someone was going
to read this and somebody
else was going to read
that, and then a family
member would deliver a
eulogy, tears permitting
and if they did not then
it was to be handed to
me to read but it was in

miniscule print because the
writer did not know how
to alter the font size on
the computer!!! The final
bombshell was dropped
when it was too late for
me to back out and it was
revealed that the coffin was
to be open throughout the
event. Quite why I should
have been spooked by this
revelation I am not too
sure; after all, I consoled
myself, it was just a little
old lady quietly snoozing
in a box.
On the day of the
funeral and arriving at the
chapel for the event we
were confronted by old
friends, and when I say old
I mean old old, if you see
what I mean. One lady now
into her seventies, a mere
slip of a girl when we were
all friends together in the
dim and now distant past,
claimed to be very well
except that she was losing
her hair. The removal of her
hat later in the day actually
revealed that she was not
losing it, she had in fact lost
it and was as bald as the day
she was born. Another, a
sylph like model in her day,

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

Pickwick
Papers
had gained considerable
weight, and was decidedly
unsteady on her feet. I tried
to hold my stomach in and
summon all within me to
look at least ten or fifteen
years younger than them
and without the benefit of
make up, which they had,
I am not sure that I totally
achieved my aim.
As people arrived the
list of those wishing to
“say a few words” about
the deceased began to grow
into what I could see would
end up as a free for all.
Plain speaking ensued as I
attempted to take control
of the situation when, just
before we were about to
begin, it was drawn to my
attention that the coffin
had not been opened. True
enough there it was on the
catafalque very much shut,
and an angry daughter
stood nearby beseeching
a reluctant undertaker
to open it. Now, in my
naivety, I imagined that at
least two men in carpenters
aprons wielding screw
drivers would be needed to
unscrew what seemed like
a massive overkill of ornate

brass screws sticking up all
around the casket, but my
fears were allayed when,
with the removal of two
clips, the lid was lifted in
seconds and there from the
great height of the pulpit I
had a grandstand view of the
deceased who had, I noted,
worn considerably well for
her years. There was to be
one more great surprise
in that the hymns were to
be sung to recorded music
despite a rather fine old
instrument in the chapel.
The surprise being that on
announcing “We will now
stand to sing How Great
Thou Art”, a favourite of
many, the strains of Dolly
Parton filled the chapel and
it proved impossible to sing
along with her and we did
no better when, later on,
Elvis struck up with the
Old Rugged Cross. What a
relief when once more with
the lid tightly shut the dear
departed went off to the
crematorium and we all
went home for tea.
A truly bizarre event
and a warning to all: when
the past comes knocking,
be sure to say that you’re
out; I shall next time for
sure.

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce
wherever possible.

Takeaway service

Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect
for more details please visit our web site
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501
THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
Phone: 01840 250202
ETC **
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering
Fine Dining Restaurant
Bright and airy Free house bar
Beer Garden
Live Entertainment every week

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

All events catered for from 2 – 100
people
For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts
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Foreign Holidays? Certainly, sir, madam, as much as you want!
The notion of the foreign
holiday conjures up dream
landscapes, exotic foods,
blue skies and sunshine to
order, to say nothing of
the immense intellectual
reward
gained
from
imbibing the fruits of other
cultures. One will return
home refreshed, renewed
and lucky enough to be
able to dwell on the blessed
memories of those golden
days, with ones delicately
sun-tanned
complexion
the envy of ones circle of
friends unlucky enough to
have been stuck at home
with television in the native
tongue, and central heating.
Poor souls. Alternatively,
you can try our system:
take a week’s ‘all-inclusive’
in Malta during what was
claimed to be ‘the rainiest
week in twenty-five years’.
That should do the trick.
In fairness to Malta and the
Maltese generally, I should
add that no advance claim
was made about the weather
turning up a once in
twenty-five year trump for
our exclusive pleasure: the
rain was an add-on bonus

at no extra cost. I suppose
one advantage of being
British and being brought
up in an atmosphere of
existential gloom as far as
the weather is concerned,
is that even for a trip to
the sunniest climes no selfrespecting Briton would for
one moment consider not
packing a waterproof of
some kind. Sun drenched
Nullarbor Plain? You never
now, it might just rain.
Sahara? Better put the
mac in, just in case. So,
of an evening, one has the
added comfort in the hotel
room of a pair of damp
raincoats drying out ready
to fight another day on the
morrow.
Let me say, however, that
‘all-inclusive’ does have its
plus side, especially if, like
myself, you enjoy the odd
glass of wine: this factor
alone effects a considerable
saving on one’s budget.
One of the less appealing
aspects of the ‘all-inclusive’
experience, however, is that
clearly many of the regular
and, apparently, long-term

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour village,
with its spectacular
Tel:
coast and countryside

01840 250412

● 9 ensuite Rooms
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com
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devotees of this system
are unfamiliar with any
notion of what constitutes
a reasonable, or even, let
us say, generous helping of
food. It is truly astonishing
what gargantuan portions
some relatively elderly,
and apparently otherwise
frail, people are able to
stagger with to their
allotted trough, that is to
say, table. It is particularly
astonishing when one takes
into account the truly
massive quantity of body
weight they are obliged
to steer simultaneously
around the room. I now
understand why DFS,
and similar organisations
advertise such a vast range

... whatever the
body weight of
an individual, we
all carry the same
luggage allowance
of truly enormous sofas: it is
specifically to accommodate
the returning gannets after
they have spent three
months at the all-inclusive
table. There seems to me
an inherent injustice in the
fact that whatever the body
weight of an individual, we
all carry the same luggage
allowance. It is easy too to
overlap the not particularly
generous seating on budget
airlines: thank goodness
for the extra space the now
redundant ashtray affords
us. However, I digress.
Without the more
usual
and
expected
Mediterranean sunshine,
the undoubted charms
of Malta are less readily
discernible thought the
teeming downpour. I have

got the general ideas about
rain after being born and
brought up in Cornwall. At
our hotel we found the food
to be varied and very well
prepared and presented,
and
the
gastronomic
experience only fractionally
diminished by the spectacle
of the stream of astonishing
gluttons. Actually, it is not
true to say that at all about
the gluttons: the spectacle
did not diminish the
experience in the slightest,
in fact it enhanced the
whole
experience
by
permitting us to feel quite
unworthy, and certainly
politically
incorrect,
feelings of condescension,
disdain, superiority and
a number of other quite
unreasonable signs of an
inflated ego. Good fun
though.
It is possible to tell that
Malta, like us, is part of
the European Economic
Community, by the state of
the road surfaces. I imagine
there is a committee
somewhere, maybe a
QUANGO, soon to be axed
by our new government,
which is jointly in charge
of dealing with the state
of the road surface in both
Cornwall and Malta. They
can be congratulated on
achieving a uniformity
of standards throughout,
namely, pretty dreadful, but
with the required number
of potholes per kilometer.
It is reassuring to see that
someone somewhere is on
our side in ensuring that
most roads can ensure
you a virtually comfortfree journey, whatever
your chosen method of

Foreign Holidays? ... continued
transport. The bus service
is excellent and does its best
in the face of the opposition
from the road surfaces. The
treasures of Mdina are quite
extraordinary and merit
many visits. The service
from all the staff of any
establishment we visited
was friendly and helpful.
One irony of our trip was
that the only sunny day with
blue skies, hot, sunbed-bythe-pool weather, was the

last day. So, it was perhaps
fortunate, if ironic, that
owing to a fall over a broken
piece of parquet flooring
in the hotel, I had to visit
hospital for treatment, (in
the evening in the rain, that
was OK) and spend the last
day with bandaged knee by
the swimming pool. Dear,
dear! And a wheelchair at
the airport. Perhaps the
gods were wreaking their
revenge.
AR

County Coucillor
Glenton Brown writes:

I think it is worth repeating
this quote from the Queens
Speech in the recent
Opening of Parliament.
‘ we want to give people
more control over their
schools, over their hospitals,
over their police, and over
their politicians’ . This will
prove interesting as we
see the method of change
being introduced in these
matters. It would appear

Urchins

that the health service will
certainly have priority and
education still rank high,
although there will be areas
of cuts and in particular
new buildings and the
replacement of some
secondary schools. It will
be interesting to see how
the government proposes
how the electorate will be
able to have their say as to
how the government is run,
and even more interesting
to learn how the electorate
can challenge its local
authority on the setting of
the Council Tax level.
We look forward to see how
events unfold.
Glenton Brown CC

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making
All Styles of Heading
including
Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
Domestic
Cleaning

Boscastle 035

Holiday Home Management – Laundry Service
Property Maintenance – Drains cleared/Surveyed
Insurance Claims - ne
negotiated on your behalf
Local family business - small enough to care

Tel: 01840 250035
Email: boscastle035@gmail.com

gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk
01840 770302

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

01840 250800

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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News from School

The big news of the moment
has been the two residential
trips attended by most of the
Key Stage 2 children. Some
of their news reports are
enclosed for you to read. I am
sure you will enjoy reading
their descriptions - although
I have to say the boys on the
4 day trip might be slightly
over exaggerating the state
of their accommodation! We
have plenty of photographs
on our website, please feel
free to have a look: www.
boscastle.cornwall.sch.uk
We have all been working
with the National Trust in the
last few weeks, as part of our
science work. The children
have been in Valency Valley
and around Home Farm
looking at the different
habitats that exist. Class 3
have also been analysing the
flora on the football pitch.
It has been a busy sports
time since our last report.
Some (possibly most) of
you will have bad memories
of cross country runs from
your school days – not so
at Boscastle! Coached by
Janet, our team of about 18
runners competed at St Ive,
Wadebridge and Delabole.
Luke Hammond and Ben
Nicholls both qualified for
the County championships
and our team retained the
trophy at the Deli run. We
have a real cross-section of
children in our team – some
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excellent runners but a huge
number who just enjoy the
mud and the challenge and
the feeling of achievement
when they complete the
course.
A small but select team
of swimmers represented
the school at the local
swimming gala, last week.
We didn’t feature in the
medals, but I would like to
thank my team who swam in
older age groups, swam 3 or
4 races and entered races in
their weaker strokes so that
we would get some points.
They gave their all for our
school and I am very proud
of them.
You may have been lucky
enough to see our ‘sing up’
group at a recent concert at
Sir Jim’s. The local group
of schools is joining with
other schools from Cornwall
to present and evening
of song from around the
world. Our group was given
the task of telling the story
of Cornwall’s links with
Australia. Other schools sang
traditional mining songs,
but we thought we would
represent the modern day
and our children performed
a dazzling Kylie Minogue
medley which, I am told, was
the highlight of the evening!
We will be repeating this
performance at The Hall For
Cornwall on June 23rd!

I find it hard to believe
that we have only half a
term left of the school year.
Even the children say the
year has passed very quickly,
so it can’t just be me getting
old! I know the next seven
weeks will flash by in a blur.
We have Sports Day and our
summer production to look
forward to. I could tell you
what we are doing but .... it
is still top secret for a week
or two more. (The 2011
production is already being
discussed!) Let’s just hope
for some settled dry weather
this year!
SD
4 DAYS ON TOP OF
DARTMOOR, THAT SOUNDS
ROUGH!
The pupils of Boscastle school
class three have been away
on a four day residential trip
learning essential survival
skills on top of Dartmoor.
They have been taught by
Mark Reeves and two of his
trusty side- kicks. After the
final good buys the Tillys
coach left the garage at 9:00
am starting the long journey
to Dartmoor
It was a one and a half
hour coach ride to arrive
at Runnage Farm – their
accommodation. The boys
accommodation consisted
of: a wooden surface with
mattresses on; two concrete
block showers, one lacking
hot water; two concrete
block showers and lights that
didn’t work all that well. “The
accommodation we had was
very bad, except the heating!”
Said Beau. The girls however
had: comfy bunk beds; toilets
with attached Showers and
all in all luxury. “The girls
accommodation was luxury!”
said Lucy. The girls were
definitely better off.

For food the first night
was Mrs. Duffy’s famous
sausage casserole, then
bacon and egg for breakfast
and sandwiches for lunch.
For tea the second night was
pasta and tomato sauce then
a ‘supper’ of hot chocolate
with biscuits. Breakfast on
the camp was pancakes
made by ‘Pancake Dave’ with
his ‘Mexican pancake wave!’
Then a ‘hikers’ lunch and Fish
‘n’ Chips for tea that night
although most people went
for chicken nuggets. For the
final breakfast bacon and
eggs was on the menu again.
“The food was nicer than I
thought it would be but that
was just because we didn’t
have our normal luxuries.”
Said Mavi.
On this trip the children
did lots of fun activities, first
up was a 17 meter climb up
a cliff and abseiling back
down. The first climb was
easier than the second as the
second one had a very hard
chimney.
“When I made it to the top
of the climb I felt happy and
relieved” said Tom. The next
day was a eight kilometre
hike with 15 kilogram
rucksacks navigating using
linier features to arrive at
camp.
At camp they put up a
tepee, one for the girls, one
for the boys and one for the
teachers. Everybody played
and the next day the pupils
tried to navigate through
thick fog.
Also on the hike home was
letter box searching – a letter
box is a tub with a stamp in
it; people go round stamping
their books. “I thought the
letter box searching was
easy!” said Rory. Then there
was a rope swing over a
river.... The children defiantly
had fun.
On this trip the pupils of
Boscastle C.P. school have
learnt a lot of essential
survival skills. Here’s what
T.A. Sarah Davey thought “I
was most impressed by the
good nature and stamina of

the children.” Mavi said “I had
so much fun, I defiantly learnt
something!” And here is Mrs.
Duffy’s (the head) verdict “it
was a great enjoyable week,
I was impressed especially
by the children’s stamina on
the hike with those heavy
rucksacks, I didn’t hear any
moaning! Also I was relieved
when everybody liked my
sausage casserole!”
By Archie Hedge Evan
Boscastle Residential Trip
On Thursday 20th of May
some children from Boscastle
School went to Dartmoor for
one night and two days. They
meet up at the Keltic garage
for the bus. They waited till
9.30am with all their sleeping
kit.
When we got there we
made rucksacks to put

our day kit in for
example sun-lotion,
jumpers,
pack
lunches and drinks.
It was sunny and
hot when we were walking
to base camp. It was about
10miles away.
When we got to camp we
listened to some instructions,
before we all played. After a
couple of minutes we made
pizza for tea and melted
chocolate banana for desert.
Before we went to bed
we went for a walk out of
the woods then back in the
woods. We had hot chocolate
before bedtime. We went to
bed from 10.45-5.30am.
When I got up everybody
in the tent was talking and
that’s why I woke up. We had
bacon or sausage sandwich
for breakfast. We had packed
all are stuff before we had
breakfast.
We were all ready to go
home to our lovely parents.
By David Littlejohns

Boscastle Residential
Trip of Trying
On the 17th of May class 3
went on a residential trip
to Dartmoor for 3 nights
and 4 days. They spent
2 nights in a bunk house
and 1 night in teppes.The
children came back on
the 20th of May and were
immensely pleased to see
their parents. They came
back with a lot of new
knowledge.
On the first day class
three were introduced to
the bunk house where
they were staying and
young spirit adventures
Mark Reeves and his
team. The boys room was
the first room that the
children saw and they
thought it was ok moreover the girls had bunk
beds but the boys had
mattress on the floor. Everybody took part in the
rock climbing. When they
arrived at the rock where

they were going to
climb they were in
the mood to climb.
Although it looked
easy it was hard. So
some of the children did not make
it to the top. When
they arrived back at
the bunk house the
head made a sausage stew. It was
delicious
The second day
the children woke up and they
ate breakfast, packed a rucksack
that Mark’s team brought [young
spirit] then they drove off in a
minibus to a place called Powder
Mills. We picked up lunch and
picked up our rucksack and started walking to camp the rucksack
was really heavy.
Finally they arrived at the camp
they put up tepees three of them
1 for teachers 1 for the girls and
1 for the boys. They had pasta for
tea and apple cake with custard
for afters.
The next day they packed up
their stuff back in the rucksack
and started walking again .When
they arrived back to the Powder
Mills the minibus arrived everybody was cheering because they
had walked 16km in 6and a half
hours .They had a takeway yum
yum.
All the girls on the next day had
a lie in. Everybody started packing after breakfast then they got
on the bus and went home on
the bus everybody was reminding themselves of the trip and
where they camped and walked.
Most of the children had a few
funny moments for example
Rory said to Kieran “if you look
backwards you walk faster “so he
did and there was a rock in front
of him and he was looking backwards and he tripped ha ha and
there was Lucy with her shoe
stuck in the bog. Ha ha.
Here are some of the things
that people said, “a great experience” Conor said, “FUN” Kieran
exclaimed.
Class three had three packed
days of fun and excitement and
every single person enjoyed the
trip.
By Lucy Nicholls
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Walter Gard- Master Builder
Gloria Quinlan meets
Walter Gard who shows
her the family Day Book:
Observant visitors to
Forrabury Church will
notice a grave stone, by the
path, marking the resting
place of Agnes Gard wife
of ye John Gard died 1786
aged 76. They may read the
epitaph and wonder at the
name – Gard (originally
LeGard, being Norman).
However, in Boscastle it
is the name of one of the
village’s oldest families. For
many years, their building
firm helped to keep the
bricks and mortar (and
roofs) of Boscastle and
surrounding area, in good
repair.
How often have we
complained about personal
information being recorded
by various organisations,
yet records from a bygone
age give an insight into
past lives. The Gard
family’s Day Book provides
such information. I was
fortunate to spend some
time with Walter Gard
looking over his Day Book,
(dating from 1st September
1878 to February 1950)
and talking about the
building work carried out

by his family, much of
which is standing today.
Reading between the
lines, you get an impression
of the working man’s life
from these records. The
entries show that they
worked six days a week,
observing the Sabbath on
the seventh, when most
would attend the church
or chapel services, held
at six o’ clock on Sunday
evenings. A welcome day
of rest no doubt, since
theirs was a long and
physically arduous day. The
area they served stretched
from Beeny to Tintagel, on
occasions as far as Altarnun.
Not far by car, but imagine
how long the working day
becomes, when a horse and
cart or ‘shanks’ pony’ is the
only form of transport. The
records hint at the variety
of skills required by the
men – roofing; plastering;
white washing (being ‘the
main source of decoration
and disinfectant’ for homes
and
farm
buildings);
sweeping chimneys; carving
headstones;
repairing
- roofs, kitchen ranges,
walls, windows; stable
paving and constructing
residences, ‘bullock houses’
and ‘walled graves’ (you

will see these in Forrabury
church yard).
Since the materials for
building projects could
not be ordered from
Western Supplies or Travis
Perkins, stone and slate
had to be dug by hand,
from quarries in the area,
always a dangerous job,
as records of cliff fatalities
prove. However, Walter’s
grandfather owned his own
quarry at the top of Gibb’s
Lane, Boscastle. It provided
building stone, as distinct
from those which provided
slate. Lime was needed for
mortar, plaster and white

lime kiln at harbour ~ photo
taken some years ago before the
ivy was removed

wash. This was obtained
from limestone which
was brought by ship and
roasted in the lime kilns
in the harbour, producing
quicklime, which then had
to be processed. There are
many entries in the Day
Book stating ‘make up

lime’. ‘Cutting Rags’ is also
recorded. You might think
this was a simple operation
involving cloth. However,
it is the preparation of a
‘poorer type of stone which
was laid in diminishing
courses on the slope of
the roof ’. Such skilled
preparations ate into the
working day, so it is no
surprise that many jobs
took months or even years
to complete.
I imagine one contract
the
village
wanted
completed quickly, was the
new sewage system, begun
in the 1950’s (why am I
getting a feeling of déjà vu
here??). Until then most
properties had a ‘privy’ at
the bottom of the garden
(usually a bucket), although
large properties ‘had their
own dry stone walled cess
pit’ (another job for the
builders). Walter left Sir
James Smith’s Grammar
School and joined the firm
in 1954 so he remembers
the effort it took to tunnel
through, with pick and
shovel, the rock and slate
of Boscastle, in order to lay
the sewage pipe work.
Walter’s
working
life began before he left
school, for he helped

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation

Boscastle

- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Forrabury, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 261340

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
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Tel: 01840 250314

Boscastle Band ~ Walter Gard is in the back row, 9th from the left

deliver the milk produced
by the family’s cows on
his Grandfather’s smallholding, based at Forrabury.
This may have been how
his interest in cattle was
born, since he has a small
herd of rare breed Dexter
cows that graze in his field
in the village.
Walter told me that,
after a long and physically
exhausting working day,
he preferred less exacting
hobbies. He joined a
choir and the Boscastle
Brass Band. The band was
fortunate in that, at the end
of the second world war the
Ennis Caven Band were
selling their instruments,
uniforms and music at a

time when Boscastle Band
had money to purchase
them. So, kitted out, they
entered firstly the Cornwall
Brass Band Association
competitions and latterly
the South West Brass Band
Association competitions
(the photograph shows
Boscastle Band). You can
still hear Walter playing his
tuba but since the Boscastle
Band no longer exists he is
now with the St Gennys
Band, which, amongst
its many commitments,
entertains us at Christmas,
in the Methodist Chapel.
Walter is justly proud of
his link with the past - there
is an ancient record dated
1640 - ‘to make safe the

Valency

walls of Minster’, the work
to be completed by the
Gards. He is also proud of
the written evidence of his
family’s strong work ethic.
They depended on regular
work for their survival and
when times were difficult,
some family members were
forced to look farther afield,
in the case of his uncles
who immigrated - one
to Canada. Now retired,
Walter can take time to
mull over the changes
that have taken place in
Boscastle and sit and enjoy
the beautiful view of his
village, from his bungalow.

Time Line:
1640 – Charles 1
disperses the ‘Short
Parliament’. Instruction
to Gard’s to repair
Minster.
1642 – 4th January First
English Civil War
1710 – Queen Anne
on the throne. Food
shortages due to harsh
winter. Birth of Agnes
Gard.
1786 – August, Penal
Colony at Botany
Bay established with
approval from the
British Cabinet. Death
of Agnes Gard.
1878 – Alexander Bell
demonstrates the
telephone to Queen
Victoria. Start of Gard’s
Day Book.
1950 – General election
returns Labour with a
majority of 5. Gard’s
Day Book ends.
1954 – Roger Bannister
runs four minute mile.
Walter Gard joins family
firm.
GQ

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more

Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397

If you are looking for a special gift or memento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!
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Crimewatch

Evenin’ all!
I’d like to thank everyone
who read my last article;
it is really nice being able
to play a small part in the
community.
As the weather is
improving and summer is
here at last (well it was when
I wrote this!), I’d like to
open with a few tips about
keeping your valuables safe
when out and about.
Make sure you lock
your car wherever you are
and never leave the key
“somewhere safe” such as in
the exhaust or on top of the
wheel. These are the first
places thieves will look.
Don’t leave valuables
on the beach unattended,
only take what you need.
Do you really need a credit
card on the beach?
Remember to stow your
SatNav out of sight (such
as in the boot) and wipe
off the tell-tale ring mark
from the windscreen. This
is what thieves look for
to alert them to a hidden
SatNav. Keep a soft cloth in

your car for this purpose.
Always keep valuables
and shopping bags out of
sight, again by stashing
them in the boot. Thieves
seem to have extremely
good eyesight and will
notice anything of value.
As the summer rolls
on, the amount of traffic
on our roads drastically
increases which inevitably
means more road accidents
and emergency incidents.
Should you be involved in
an accident, it is important
that emergency services
are able to quickly contact
relatives. You can help us
by adding an ICE to your
mobile phone. Simply
add your next of kin’s
phone number under the
initials ICE (this stands
for In Case of Emergency)
into the address book of
your mobile phone. This
really helps the emergency
services to help you.
And to end on a lighter
note, Police Officers are
sometimes seen as a little
unapproachable. Obviously
this is something we are

WESTERN SUPPLY CO

Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!

keen to prove wrong.
Therefore, on a recent
shift in Padstow, I was
pleased and surprised to
be approached by no less
than 27 people in 2 hours!
I would like to say they
were asking about the state
of policing in the South
West or the role of a Police
Officer in Cornwall, but
no, they all wanted to know
where Rick Stein’s was! Oh
well, at least I am useful for
something!
PC Andy Webb

Independent
Custody Visiting
Independent
Custody
Visiting is a well established
system in which volunteers
attend police stations to
check on the treatment of
detainees and to ensure
rights are being observed.
Devon and Cornwall
Police Authority manage
58 Independent Custody
Visitors (ICVs) and they
visit the seven main
custody units up to four
times a month – at any
time of the day or night.
Visits are unannounced
and the report of the visit
goes directly to the Police
Authority offices in order
that action can be taken.
Mike Bull, Chair of
Devon and Cornwall Police
Authority remarks. “It is

important people being
held there [in custody]
– against their will in many
cases – are treated properly
and with respect and as any
of us others would expect
to be treated.”
In 2009 ICVs across
Devon and Cornwall
completed 317 visits which
saw 763 detainees checked
upon. Largely there were
no complaints. Some
concerns included: long
waiting times for external
support (such as medical
staff, interpreters) to arrive;
and, cells that were out
of service due to building
works. Often detainees
compliment the standards
and service of the custody
staff.
The Chief Executive
of Devon and Cornwall
Police Authority, Sue
Howl, commends the
commitment and value
of volunteers working
with the criminal justice
system. “Volunteers are
instrumental in supporting
the police across a range
of activities, and thereby,
contribute to the shaping
of policy and practice
across the Force area.”
For more information
visit the Police Authority
website www.dpca.police.
uk.

Come and see our extensive range of
Building and D.I.Y products

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD

Including...
• Patio slabs and decking
• Decorative chippings and pebbles

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

SPECIAL OFFER:
3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged

The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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Camelford Rotary Deli Farm Run

Ten Years ago in the Blowhole

Rotary Club of Camelford Vice President David Flanders, at the back of group,
presented the Cup to Boscastle Primary School, the winners of the Camelford
Rotary Deli Farm Run on Saturday May 8th 2010.
Boscastle Primary School won for the second year in succession
Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Elderflower cordial
a delicious seasonal recipe
This cordial will keep for
several weeks in the fridge,
but if you want to keep
it longer, add the tartaric
acid & sterilise the bottles
to ensure that no yeasts
or bacteria are present to
cause fermentation.
Ingredients:
20–30 freshly picked heads
of elderflower
Zest of two lemons and
one orange
400ml freshly squeezed
lemon juice (6–8 lemons,
depending on juiciness)
Up to 1.5kg granulated or
caster sugar
Tartaric acid (optional)
Directions:
Place the elderflowers in a
large bowl with the lemon
and orange zest and pour
over enough just-boiled
water to cover them
completely (about 11/2-2
litres). Cover and leave for
at least 4 hours,
or overnight, until cold.

Strain the flowery liquid
through muslin, a clean

cotton cloth or a jelly bag,
gently squeezing it to
extract all the juice.
Measure the amount of
liquid and pour it into
a saucepan. To every
500ml liquid, add 350g
sugar, 50ml lemon juice
(and a heaped teaspoon
of tartaric acid if you are
using it).
Heat gently to dissolve the
sugar, stirring occasionally.
Bring to a gentle simmer
and skim off any scum.
Let the cordial cool, then
strain once again through
muslin, cotton or a jelly
bag.
Pour the cordial through a
funnel into clean bottles,
filling them to within
about 2–3cm of the top.
Seal the bottles with
screw-tops or corks. (Or
you can freeze it in small
plastic containers.)
To serve, dilute to taste
with ice-cold water – at
least 5:1 water to cordial.
adding an extra squeeze
of lemon juice if you like.

Headteacher, Sarah Duffy, taking part
in the 22nd year of the Deli Farm Run
at Delabole, in fields kindly provided
by Mr & Mrs Edwards at Deli Farm.
Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

DUCK RACE DAY 2010
Sunday 4th July

Duck Race Day this year will be on Sunday 4th July.
The day will start at 11am with stalls, live
entertainment and attractions on Valency lawn and
around the harbour. The race itself starts at 3pm.
Everybody is welcome.
Stall/table application forms are available from the
school.
To contact the School phone 01840 250329 or
E-mail: secretary@boscastle.cornwall.sch.uk
Web: www. boscastle.cornwall.sch.uk
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Pete’s Peeps
at the Past
October 1812
Escape From Bodmin
Two prisoners escaped from
Bodmin Gaol, August 27,
1812, one George Kendall,
a blacksmith, 33 yrs and
John Bayley, a travelling
tinker, 33yrs. Whoever
shall apprehend and lodge
them in any gaol and give
notice to Bodmin, shall
receive 10 guineas reward
or 5 guineas for each man.
Prior to the Reform
Bill of 1832 corruption
and scandal attended
parliamentary
elections
in
Cornwall.
There
were 21 boroughs each
returning 2 members.
Most of the boroughs were
insignificant or hamlets
such as TINTAGEL.
Often the electors were
few and so easily ‘bought’
and controlled by wealthy
patrons who nominated
candidates to serve their
own interests.
14 June 1844
Loading Slate at
Trebarwith
A vessel belonging to
Messrs.
Rosevear
&
Sloggatt of Boscastle, called
the “Jane” was waiting off
Trebarwith Haven to load
up with slate. Through the
negligence of the mate at
helm, she struck a rock &
soon became a complete
wreck, the crew saving
themselves in the boat.
15 March 1867
St Ives & its Policeman
The St. Ives policeman,
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who also acts without
extra pay as inspector of
nuisances, and weights
and measures and whose
pay has during the year
risen from 18s.5d.seventhirteenths, to 19s.5d.
one-thirteenth, a week or
from £48 or £50.10s. per
annum, watches over 1,876
acres & 7,027 people. The
inspector reported that
it was impossible for one
man to patrol such a large
area in an efficient manner.
Of the 13 public-houses,
1 has been convicted. The
return shows no tramp or
low lodging-house exists
in the borough, but the
policeman found on the
Government return night,
2 men sleeping in them. To
reconcile this contradiction
nothing, we fear short of
the evidence of the St. Ives
policeman himself will do.
1 November 1867
Sea-sand from
Boscastle
A string of sand-loaded
carts pass up the steep
mile length hill, which
was skilfully made by the
Boscastleites, but it needs
3 horses to drag about a
cubic yard and a half of sea
sand up the hill. This sand
is highly valued and, mixed
with turf, weeds and some
manure, it forms a good
dressing for the soil. Where
there are only pathways up
from the steep cliffs the
bags are put on the backs
of donkeys & carted to the
land.

29 April 1869
Velocipedes
There has been great
interest
in
these
locomotive
machines
amongst engineers. They
are constructed to carry
3 persons & worked
by toothed wheels, the
driving wheels being
4ft. in diameter. Speeds
of about 15 mph.
were attained and it is
probable there will soon
be many on the Cornish
roads. The first reference
to a velocipede in
Cornwall was in April,
when a Zennor man
was making his own
machine. During the
summer about 6 of the
first bicycles or tricycles
appeared in the county
causing a few spills,
broken bones and a lot of
curiosity. By September
there were many more,
costing about £12 each
and races were held at
sports meetings. Also a
toll of sixpence had been
introduced on them on
the Truro to Penzance
Turnpike.

14 October 1869
A Lifeboat for Port Isaac
At Trewetha, about a mile
from Port Isaac, the boat
was met by a vast crowd of
people in holiday costume
and the Pengelly band. From
Trewetha the local coastguard led the boat to Port
Isaac with the crew in their
“canonicals”, the Sunday
school, the Band of Hope
adherents, & the Foresters
Society. There was a little
difficulty passing one corner
of Port Isaac street, but
overcome, the boat made its
way to the beach ready to be
launched.

towing the lifeboat through the
narrow streets of Port Isaac

The Bottreaux Hotel and Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG
Situated at the top of the old village
We have 8 en suite attractive bedrooms
Our Restaurant is open to guests and non-residents
We have a varied A La Carte Menu
(32 ozs rump steak for £17.95)
Plus we offer a good selection of wines all
at reasonable prices.
We would appreciate and recommend that you
pre-book your table
(Restaurant is closed Sunday and Wednesday)
Or check availability for accommodation on

01840 250231

Best Food Pub of the Year

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Nigel Brown and his
team won the Best Food
Pub of the Year 2010,
Publican Award
Regular
readers
may
remember in last summer’s
issue of the Blowhole,
we carried an article
about a son of the village
– Nigel Brown. Nigel
and his business partner,
Charles Harris, took on
the 16th century pub
The Stag in Offchurch,
near Leamington Spa, at
a time when the recession
was hitting most other
businesses. However, at
a celebration dinner held
in Grosvenor House in
London, given by the
magazine The Publican
and hosted by comedian
Michael McIntyre, their
efforts were recognised and
rewarded, when Nigel and
Charles beat the five other
finalists and walked away
with the coveted national
prize for the Best Food Pub
of the Year 2010.
Since they have been in
business together for just
one year, you can imagine
their delight and surprise
to be awarded this prize.
With the Birmingham
Restaurants’
Guide
reporting that ‘over 100
pubs were closing down

every week through lack of
trade’, it’s no wonder that
the judging panel, were
impressed by ‘such a young
team, in an industry that
has suffered at the hands of
recession’ and considered
The Stag ‘a worthy winner’.
Nigel said ‘To win such a
prized award so soon, is just
incredible and we are just
thrilled beyond belief to
gain such highly acclaimed
industry recognition within
such a short time, since
launching our first venture.
It’s like an amazing dream.
We pride ourselves on
providing fabulous food
at seriously good value
with fantastic service in
a great environment, and
we have exceeded all our
expectations.’ He and his
partner are conscious of
the part played by his team
in achieving this award
and gave credit to them
with the following words
of thanks, ‘This has only
been achieved by having
such a hard working and
committed team’. They
also thanked the villagers,
‘who welcomed (them) into
their community’ and all
their customers, who have
supported them since the
opening in March 2009.
Well done, Nigel
GQ

Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade cakes,
scones and
pastries, a large
range of breads,
crisps & handmade
cookies, takeaway teas, coffee,
drinking chocolate
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205
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Harbourmasters
News

Although the weather was
cold during late spring
and the early part of
summer, good use is being
made of the harbour with
most boats now on their
moorings and the fishing
season in full swing. Cold
water and Easterly winds
has led to reduced catches
although mackerel have
been about and Reverend
Michael Parsons with a new
boat and just three pots has
had a very handsome share
of lobsters. I have seen
pairs of puffins again down
at Short Island, Bosinney
Bay and Scott Washer
tells me that he has been
helping Natural England
with a project to listen
to underwater whale and
dolphin communication
off Boscastle. Apparently
we have more of this kind
of chatter than any other

part of Cornwall. I was
pleased to see a pod of
dolphins on the 25th May
and it chased a large shoal
of fish right towards our
lines and so that was a
bit of real luck, or even a
blessing, as I suggested to
Michael on the quay. On
the news front I gather that
raw sewerage will cease to
be pumped into the sea
at Boscastle from next
month and although I am
aware that the sewerage
treatment plant and outfalls
have given rise to much
contention I do think that
for regular harbour users
including swimmers and
divers we should see some
improvement in the sea
water which has in truth
been badly contaminated
for many years.
Chris Key
Harbourmaster 2010

Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish meeting
was held on 27th May in the
Community and Recreation
Centre.
The Chairman of the
Parish Council, Dave
Ferrett, gave the Annual
Report and the Clerk
submitted a summary of
accounts for the year.
Reports were received
from
the
following
organisations - Pre-school
Playgroup, Church of
England,
Community
Centre, The Blowhole,
Village Hall and the
Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce. Written
reports were read out from
the Women’s Institute and
the National Trust.
Nicky Nicholls asked
whether the Parish Council
had tried to keep the Minster
toilets open as they were a
much needed amenity at
the top of the village. The
Chairman said that in the
past it had been impossible
to find a cleaner willing to
do the job and that the cost
of so doing would be in the
region of £5,000 per year.

He also asked about the
closure of New Road due
in the Autumn. There is to
be a meeting on 24th June
at the Visitor Centre when
plans will be outlined for
the schedule of work.
Mike Hircock asked the
following questions:
1 Could the Agenda and
Minutes of the Parish
Council meetings be placed
regularly on the web site as
this has not been happening
recently. The Clerk agreed
to do so.
2 Why the wall collapse
on Old Road had not been
repaired. He was told that
there had already been so
much disruption with road
closures that this would be
attended to in due course.
Mike Hircock concluded
by saying that BAM
contractors should be
thanked for the way in
which the work for the
sewage treatment plant
has been carried out. They
have been courteous and
considerate and left the
roads in a clean and good
condition.

Adrian & Staff
Welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
Ring (01840) 250278

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
19th June: Whiskey Thieves
26th June: The Tank Slappers
3rd July: Seven Day Weekend
10th July: Ed & the Blind Boys
17th July: The Retrobates
24th July: Festive Road
31st July: Billy Mac
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7th August: Alisons Kitchen
14th August: Whiskey Thieves
21st August: Shane Solomon
4th Sept: Festive Road
11th Sept: Blue Slate
18th Sept: The Tank Slappers
25th Sept: Tush

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

11

13

6

13

14

15

24

25

26

29

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

20

22

19

23

10

17

20

Building Contractor

9

15

18

26

27

30

31

21

22

25

28

27

29

28

32

33

37

8

12

16

DAVID WASHER

7

32

34

34

35

38

41

35

36

39

37

40

43

42

46

43

44

45

49

46

47

Across

Down

1 not easy to understand

1 continent

6 rare gas (atomic No 86)

2 swagger

11 god of thunder

3 slender

12 awning

4 poem

13 leap

5 endurance

15 imitate

6 deliberately collides

16 loud booming sound

7 plant

17 agree

8 vault

18 decay

9 express an opinion

19 everyone (abbreviation)

10 night blindness

20 Laotian monetary unit

14 recorded image

21 Cornish river

17 allow

24 rich soil

22 in addition

27 behold

23 deceive

28 silage container

24 department of Sth France

29 lizard

26 native of New Zealand

32 damp depression in land

28 fruit of blackthorn

33 passion

31 cunning

34 charge with gas

35 currency

36 marsh

36 part of the body

38 ribbons on a bishop’s mitre

37 synthetic material

41 lacking confidence

39 woven fabric

42 poison

40 plant

43 voice production

41 pig

45 animal

44 Greek letter

46 unit of measurement
47 fruit with hard shell

Answers on page 33
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A Rare American Visitor Boscastle Community and
Recreation Centre

May Day morning dawned
with an unexpected call
among the usual garden
bird chorus. A slightly
peevish, needling song that
I didn’t recognise. Rushing
for Truro meant I had no
time to track down its
owner, but the song gnawed
all morning as I tramped
about the city, shopping.
Back by early afternoon,
the song was still there,
insistent, and coming from
the trees on our boundary
with Welltown Farm. After
an anxious half-hour or so,
I was stunned to find an
American White-throated
Sparrow foraging with the
resident dunnocks. Feeding
under the bird-table it was
a striking bird, with a black
and white head pattern, and
a bright yellow spot above
its eye.
In birding circles, this
was a ‘mega bird’ and it
turned out to be the first
time one had been recorded
in Cornwall. I rang a couple
of local bird-watchers, and
we notified BirdGuides - the
net-based birding network
- and hosted about 80-90
birders on May 2nd. Lots of
people took good photos
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(like this one by Brian Field),
and John Chapple captured
some video which appeared
on BBC South West the
next day. Bill Pethick
kindly loaned a field for
car-parking – although lots
of people used the verge,
eager, I guess, not to miss
this extremely rare visitor.
White-throated
Sparrows are common
across the central and eastern
United States, migrating
north to nest in the boreal
woodlands over much of
boreal Canada. Not long
after the bird appeared in
Boscastle, another arrived
in Shetland, and a third
hot on its heels in the Isles
of Scilly. All three were
probably ship-assisted, and
someone had seen several
on the Queen Mary late in
April. Sadly, it only stayed
a couple of days, and, with
visitors arriving from as far
afield as Bradford, some
were disappointed. For
the next week, the garden
seemed strangely silent
without the sparrow’s farcarrying song. Given it was
a county first, I doubt we
will be lucky enough to host
another.
John Fanshawe

We would like to inform
you of the facilities that
are available at your
Community Centre:
Monday mornings there
is a painting class in the
main hall and downstairs
there is a friendly Pop-In
where people come and
have a chat with a cup of tea
or coffee and refreshments.
Monday evenings at
7 pm there is short mat
bowls and the Club who
are a friendly crowd would
welcome newcomers to
the game. Wednesday
afternoons at 2 pm several
people meet and play table
tennis - new members
are most welcome. In the
evening there used to be
Tai Chi but this folded
because of lack of numbers
but it is hoped that this may
reappear in September.
Friday afternoons at
2 pm there is short mat
bowls.
There are also facilities
for badminton, basketball
and netball. There is also
a snooker room with a
thriving snooker club and
anyone interested in joining
please contact David Ferrett
01840 250414 who would
be pleased to help. There is

a car park for users of the
Centre.
The hire rate for the
main hall is £10 per
session and the sessions
are Morning 9.00 – 1.00.
Afternoon 1.00 – 5.00.
Evening 5.00 – 11.00. The
kitchen is £6 per session.
We also have an Archive
Room with historical
items about Boscastle and
surrounding area. This is
opened periodically and
details about this can
be obtained from Dave
Ferrett.
We did have acoustic
problems in the main hall
at one point which put
people off from hiring the
Centre but this has now
been rectified, as special
sound reducing tiles have
been fixed to the ceiling and
down part of the walls.
The
Community
Centre is here for the whole
community to use and we
as a community are very
fortunate to have such a
facility, so please take every
opportunity to maximize
its use.
Mary Dummett
Secretary

To book the Centre call:
01840 250442



The WI started a new year
in fine style. We held a
spring sale and soup lunch
and were able as a result to
send a donation of £357 to
the Air Ambulance.
We were very pleased
with our efforts and would
like to say “thank you” to
everyone who supported us
in our endeavours.
In April our speaker
was Simon Ambrose from
Macmillan Solicitors. He
explained the reasons why
it is important to make a
will unless all properties
and possessions are in joint
names. Without a will, and
unless the deceased was
married or had entered
into a civil partnership,
the Government decides
who will inherit, and if no
surviving relative can be
found all monies go to the
Crown/Duke of Cornwall!
Simon gave us much to
think about and proved
a very lively and amusing
speaker.
Boscastle also played
host in April to the other
WIs who make up the
Camelot group: Marshgate,
Trevena/Tintagel
and
Camelford. The speaker on
this occasion was Kirsten
Hunt whose subject was
Infamous Women, past
and present. After the

formalities everyone tucked
into a delicious spread and
enjoyed a good chat. This
twice-yearly meeting is a
great chance to meet up
with friends from the other
groups and catch up with
all the news and what they
are doing. It wouldn’t be the
WI without a competition
or two and Boscastle starred
again, taking 1st place in
the cookery category, 1st,
2nd and 3rd in the floral
art, and 2nd in the craft
section!
In May we debated the
resolution that will be taken
to the Annual Meeting to
be held in June in Cardiff.
This year we are asking HM
Government to introduce
clear
and
mandatory
country-of-origin labelling
on all meat, poultry, and
fish products sold in this
country. Members voted
unanimously in favour of
the motion.
Our members also
took time out for a highly
enjoyable visit to the Owl
Sanctuary.
We have a very varied
and interesting programme
for the rest of the year so
if after reading this you feel
you would like to join us
do come along. We meet
in Boscastle Village Hall
on the second Tuesday
of the month, starting at
7.30 p.m. from March to
October, and 2.00 p.m.
during the winter months.

Book Review

A new novel by local
author, Richard Swale (who
is pictured above right) has
recently been published
by Diadem Books. The
author has drawn on
his own experiences as a
WW2 pilot, when he flew
Beaufighters and also his
time as Air Sea Rescue
Controller in Algiers, to
add an authenticity to the
latter part of the story.
‘The Malvinas Affair’
is a tale of espionage and
intrigue set in the aftermath
of the Falklands War.
The action starts with the
sinking of the Argentine
battle cruiser General
Belgrano in May 1982. The
son of Vittorio Braganza, a
wealthy shipping magnate,

had been onboard
and had lost his life.
Braganza plots to seek
his revenge with a
lethal attack on a UK
nuclear power station.
Harry Bolitho, who
is an English businessman,
living and working in
Buenos Aires, becomes
aware of the plot. Harry
is also undercover agent
for MI6 and so alerts the
British Foreign Office. His
information is not believed
at first, and a young female
agent is sent out to check
whether it is true or not.
Braganza has tricks up his
sleeve and it is not evident,
until the end, what the
outcome will be.
‘The Malvinas Affair’ is
a fast paced, page-turner
that will keep you hooked
as you wonder what the
next twist in the story will
be and whether the hero
will eventually manage to
prevent a disastrous finale.
PA

SV

Down 1 Australia 2 strut 3 thin 4 rondel 5 urge 6 rams
7 anise 8 dome 9 opine 10 nyctalopia 14 photograph
17 allow 22 also 23 lie 25 Aude 26 Maori 28 sloe 30 nuance
31 artful 35 Euro 36 feet 37 nylon 39 lace 40 arum 41 sow
44 nu
Across 1 abstruse 6 radon 11 Thor 12 canopy 13 spring
15 mimic 18 rot 19 ea 20 at 21 Fal 24 loam 27 lo 28 silo
29 iguana 32 swale 33 ardour 34 aerate 36 fen 38 infulae
41 shy 42 curare 43 elocution 45 wolf 46 em 47 nut
Answers to Crossword:
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Rainbow cards

Nature Awareness
Activities for Children
With the summer holidays
nearly upon us you may be
looking for some activities
to interest the kids or
to have a go at during
family visits to the coast &
countryside.
We take groups of school
children out on our
properties all through the
academic year to undertake
environmental education
studies, so have built up
quite a good ‘library’ of
ideas and activities. They
are designed to be great fun
and educational. Here are
some you may like to try:
Simple searching and
focusing games
Scavenger hunts – wherever
you visit be it woodland,
beach or grassland or even
your own garden you can
done of these. Just create
a list of items to be found
that are likely to be there,
with some easy ones and
some more challenging
ones. Give the children a
list each so they can tick off
their finds and a collecting
bag or box and go through
the results at the end.

Woodland Scavenger Hunt
Find as many of these 10
items as possible in the time
allowed:
1.A leaf from three different
kinds of tree
2. A petal from two
different flowers
3. Make a bark rubbing
from a suitable tree. Do you
know what kind of tree it
is?
4. Something smooth and
rounded; and something
rough or spiky
5. Something an animal
uses or has used as a home
6. Two different sorts of
grass
7. Find a seed or a nut left
over from last Autumn 8.
Some plants grow on trees
and branches, not in the
soil, find an example.
9. Collect a frond from
a plant that uses ‘spores’
rather than seeds to spread
its growth
10. Have a quick look for
a bug or mini-beast – try
under logs or stones. Try
and make a quick sketch of
anything you find!

Bug Hunting
Woodlands, meadows and
gardens are best for this
activity. Get hold of some

ANDREW LEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEP
& STOVE INSTALLATIONS

collecting pots with at least
a clear lid for studying
anything found – large
yoghurt or cream pots have
clear tops or use glass jars.
Punch small air holes in the
tops. Magnifying glasses are
good if you have them.
Explain the best places
to look – under stones,
wood, pots and on leaves
and grasses. You can focus
the search by setting up
a ‘transect’ to follow eg a
length of string laid out to
follow or set out a ‘quadrat’
of just a few metres square.
Old
paintbrushes
are
ideal for gently lifting and
moving bugs. Take sketch
books for drawing any finds
and if there are a number of
you, you can do a bug ‘slide
show’ – stand in a circle
and on command pass each
specimen one person to the
right until you get your first
bug back again.
Another good method is
‘Tree Trembling’ as we like
to call it. Take a white sheet
with you and with a group
of you holding it spread out
under suitable trees or bushes
you can waggle the branches
and see what creepy crawlies
live there when they fall on
the sheet.

A very simple observation
game to focus on how many
colours there are in nature.
All you need are some strips
of card with some double
sided tape attached. Peel off
the paper to reveal the sticky
bit and explain that the
challenge is to collect little
pieces of naturally occurring
colour to stick on the cards
and that they should be
able to find every colour of
the rainbow. Regroup at the
end to see who got most and
which colours were hardest
to find.

rainbow cards

The Un-nature trail
Place or hang a variety of
smallish man made objects
along a set route or footpath
and explain the ‘boundaries’
of the game and how many
items there are. Choose
some items that are easy
to spot and others that
blend in a bit more. Their
observation skills are used
to differentiate between
natural and manmade. Go
through the answers after

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

SWEEPING, SERVICING
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
AND ALTERATIONS
Registered Company No: 2372

TEL: 01840 250114
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Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

and don’t forget to collect
up the objects!

Direct experience
games

Caterpillar walk – (Suits
groups of 6 max)
All you need are some bits
of material or bandanas to
use for blindfolds! Choose a
suitable site with a number
of interesting features.
Blindfold the children
and get them make a line
caterpillar fashion placing
a hand on the shoulder in
front of them. Explain they
have to memorize their
route by listening, smelling
and feeling as much as they
can. Make frequent stops
on route as you lead them
to allow this. At the end
remove the blindfolds and
see if they can retrace their
steps to the start – you could
sit them down first and ask
them to draw the route
first to translate the senses
experienced into pictures
and labels.

Meet a tree
Whilst you have the
blindfolds try this one in the
woods! In pairs each take a
turn as the blindfolded one.
The leader takes the ‘blind’
person on a short journey to
slightly disorientate them.

They are led to a suitable
tree which they are then told
to reach out and explore
with their hands until they
are satisfied they could
return and recognise it! So
after returning to their start
points the correct tree has
to be picked out from the
forest. Swap over and repeat
as many times as you like!

Woodland Mirror walk

It may be tricky getting the
props but this is great fun if
you can. Each participant
needs a small mirror – make
up / hairdressing mirrors or
mirror tiles are good. Walk in
caterpillar line as before but
each child holds the mirror
with their ‘spare’ hand just
under their nose with mirror
facing to the sky. The leader
treads a varied route through
the wood, commentating
on any things to step over
or exaggerating the unusual
views. Looking in the mirrors
and not on the ground gives
an amazing view of the
canopy and walking near
lower overhanging foliage
gives the impression that the
caterpillar is about to crash
into something!

Making stuff!

You probably don’t need
me to encourage the time
honoured pastimes of camp

Phil Headon
Builder & Stonewaller - Craftmason
Stonework, barn conversions
& renovations. New build, extensions,
farm buildings & concreting.

Tel:01840 250424 or 07968727689
All parts of Cornwall & Devon covered.

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058

continued on page 36
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building, rope swinging,
dam making, boat and raft
construction or helping
harvest hedgerow fruits for
puddings, drinks and jams
etc, however here are a few
more quirky arty projects
you could give a go…
The aim should always be
to use natural materials, or
if there are other materials
involved to leave ‘no trace’
afterwards

“One word - fantastic”

Rooms with breakfast

01840 250418

- Davina & Paul 2008

Five star
Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

Sand sculptures
If any of you have ever
been to view one of those
professional sand sculpture
exhibitions you will realise
there is so much more to
create than the humble
sand castle! Try modelling
something really quirky and
unusual, choose a theme
eg seaside wildlife, or hold
a competition with small
prizes for the best.

Sculptures

Stone towers, castles & cairns

These can take many forms
but here are a few pointers
that don’t need much more
elaboration – just your
imagination and a supply of
materials:

Alongside the river bank
and on the beach a simple
but effective sculpture can
be created by making a
series of stone towers. This is
easier done with flat stones

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk
Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing
aromatherapy/holistic massage with
soothing essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
andd whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 250933
LYNNE KELLY
Mobile: 07751 508800
St Gennys & Local areas

SU E

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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crab sand sculpture

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

but with skill rounder
cobbles can be artfully
balanced. Try and build a
fortress using stone rather
than with the usual buckets
of sand. Group together
different colours of pebble
or pick out the ones with
stripes to create patterns and
shapes to contrast with the
background – fro example
if you line up all the stripes
you can make great spirals
or wiggly river shapes.

Woodland sculpture
Try stringing together
scavenged finds to make
unusual mobiles. Hang
them from branches to
create startling pieces of art
for anyone else that passes.
A more temporary sculpture
can be as simple as collecting
leaves and ‘stitching’ them
together in to lines using
thorns –this is easier than
it sounds just be careful
snapping of the sharp thorns
from blackthorn. The leaf
lines can then be hung from
branches or floated in calm
pools in the river.

other ideas…
If you are still around at
dark after all your sculpture
making, or able to return try
illuminating some of your
work. Take a bag of night
light candles and place them,
lit inside your castles or use
as eyes in animal sculptures.
Equally if you are making
boats make it a night-light
boat by gently pushing out
onto water with a lit candle
onboard.
You can make a trail of
sand glow holes by digging
a series of shallow pits into
firm flat sand, then setting
in the candles. This looks
awesome when the glowing
holes, all lit, snake their way
down the beach.

Moths
One of the most engaging
night time activities is to
study moths. These night

At night time

Just a well organised and
adult led night time walk can
be exhilarating and different,
keeping an eye and ear out
for wildlife such as badgers,
owls, bats, foxes and deer.
However what about these

elephant hawk moth

time flying members of the
butterfly family come in
hundreds of different sizes
patterns and colours and are
relatively easy to ‘trap’ to have

flotsam and jetsam frames

a look at. Warm, humid and
still summer nights are the
absolute best but there are
always some species flying
around. You can buy proper
moth traps but you can
easily adapt and make your
own – just a 5 litre plastic
bottle with the top cut off
and inverted back into the
opening will work. Place
egg boxes inside and shine
a bright light source straight
into the top. The moths will
be attracted to the light and
then go and hide in the safety
of the bottle overnight. Use
moth traps if you are going
to study them the following
morning.
If you want to observe at
night you just need a large
bright white sheet and some
bright bare bulb lights. Hang
the sheet up somewhere and
shine the bulbs at it and
see what comes in to land!
Alternatively you can create
a treacle trap. Mimicking
sweet nectar the treacle, if
smeared on to a tree trunk

or post, will attract moths
which you can then observe
by torchlight.

Bat and Moth game

For a bit of running around
this simple game helps
explain about bats and how
they hunt for food. The
group stand in a circle. Pick
one person to be a bat and
one a moth and stand them
within the circle – this creates
the boundary for the hunt.
The bat gets blindfolded
and spun around a couple
of times. Then it starts
hunting. Each time the bat
shouts BAT the moth has to
respond by saying MOTH
thus giving the bat a clue
to its whereabouts (this
demonstrates echolocation).
Hopefully the bat will
quickly realise that the more
it shouts the quicker it can
home in on its prey!....
Have a great summer!
Mike Simmonds
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs

Another football season
hs reached its conclusion
and despite not being one
of their best, both teams
finished it with some credit
and hopefully renewed
optimism for the future.
The 1st team comfortably
maintained their Duchy
Division 1 status and
reached the final of the St
Breward K.O. cup while
the 2nd team picked up
some valuable end of season
points to avoid the wooden
spoon in Duchy division
5. They also reached the
semi-final of the reserve
team cup when they were
easily beaten by a strong
Looe team.

Around 80 players and
their guests attended the
annual dinner which was
again held at Bowood Golf
Club. The evening also
included the presentation
of the club awards which
were as follows:
Player of the Year:
1st team: Rob Heal
2nd team: Matthew
Pethick / Dan Capstick
Supporters player of the
year:
1st team: Jake Dickinson
2nd team: Matthew
Pethick
Managers player of the
year:
1st team: Jake Dickinson
2nd team: Sam Capstick /
Matthew Pethick
Sam Capstick also
claimed the trophy for
the most improved player.
A new award this season
was a trophy donated by
the club presidents, Bill
and Juliet Pethick, to the
club person of the year,
which this season went to

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking
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the club’s long standing
secretary, Sharon Pethick.
Not to be outdone
by her brother, Leah
Pethick, who plays for St
Breward ladies received the
manager’s player and player
of the season awards for her
footballing prowess.
The clubs finances have
recently been boosted by
two well attended quiz
nights, one of which was
generously donated by
Ron and Sharon at the
Napoleon.
Thanks must also be
given to Adrian and his
Cobweb staff for their post
match hospitality and to all
the people who support the
200 club.
Gig Club
Despite her ageing
bones, veteran rower Hazel
Beetles was part of the
Boscastle and Crackington
Gig Club who attended the
world championships held
recently at the Isles of Scilly.
Even though they failed to
win any races, Hazel led the
team in the local custom of
skinny dipping!
Stephen Jose was due
to fly out by helicopter to
watch the event, but all
flights to the islands were
unfortunately
cancelled
due to the volcanic ash.
In the Tintagel and
district Evening League
this season the Cobweb
team is under the captaincy
of Jason Seldon. With a
few of last year’s players
leaving for pastures new, a
fresh challenge lays ahead
which has already been
proliferated by the fact they

have already tasted defeat
after being previously
unbeaten for the last é
seasons.
In the darts, the
Cobweb once again pipped
their “top-hill” rivals, the
Napoleon, in both the
ladies and the men’s leagues.
Cobweb men also won the
supplementary Cup in a
close encounter with the
Poldark, while in the ladies
league Sherry Claridge won
the Captain’s Cup.
The pool leagues have
also finished for another
year and, although there
wasn’t any league success,
Carolyn Edwards once
again won the Ladies
singles title.
After much pressure
Anthony
Biscombe
reversed his decision to
retire from snooker and
returned to the fold to help
his team mates maintain
their Division 1 status in
the Camelford and District
league.
Despite a disappointing
season the B team, who
finished bottom of the
2nd Division, once again
reached the final of the
knock-out cup which they
narrowly lost 3 – 22 to the
Camelford War Memorial
club, with the team captain
Robin Haddy playing the
deciding frame.
With his failure to
reach the televised stages
of Britain’s Got Talent,
Boscastle’s street dancer,
Julian Findlay, is now
reconsidering his future in
the entertainment business.
During this interim period
he has accepted the job
of head gardener at the
award winning Redivallen
Estates.

Martin’s Sporting
Briefs

On the recent Cobweb
ladies mystery trip, a slightly
tipsy Emma Goreham ran
a sweepstake to guess their
destination. The bus driver
won £25.
In the next edition:
We hear how Steve
Nicholls and Neil Costello
got on while sharing a
single bunk on a cross
channel ferry

What Cheryl Nicholls has
in common with coffee,
nuts and the samba.
What Delia found when
she was doing the springcleaning.
Why Timmy Eyre enjoys
working at Bottreaux
Garage.
Finally, the football club
would like to congratulate
their groundsman, Johnny
Brewer and his fiancéeEllie
on their forthcoming
marriage.

Come on England!!!

COASTGUARD REPORT

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
Hello readers since my last
report in February 2010
we have only had two
callouts.
11/4/10 12:53hrs: Team
paged by Falmouth to
assist Bude CG in a search
at Widemouth Bay. It
turned out to be a false
alarm. Returned to Station
15:22hrs.
In attendance D.RootsN.Jones-J.GarrodF.Hagarty-D.WilliamsA.Williams-M.Smith.
15/4/10 14:45hrs: Team
paged by Falmouth to
assist Ambulance crew in

the recovery of a person
who had collapsed near
Strangles Beach, Bude
CRT also on scene. The
casualty was recovered
and transferred to the
waiting ambulance
and taken to Derriford
Hospital for further tests.
Returned to Station
17:23hrs.
In Attendance D.RootsN.Jones -J.GarrodD.Williams-M.Smith.

Until the next time take
care on our Coastline.

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties

Les Siford Station Officer
Boscastle.
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108
Opening hours

Monday - Friday 8am-7pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Post Office times at
Cornish Stores
9am - 5pm
Tel: 01840 250344
Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank is at the
harbour carpark on Thursdays
from 2.15pm until 3pm.

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202
Calls on alternate Thursdays
Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
email clerk:

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net

Camelford Library

Village Hall:
Bookings:

Tel: 01840 212409

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442

Town Hall, Market Place
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday, 9am - 6pm
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01840 250249

Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

0300 1234222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

