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Rain Causes Hedge to Collapse
Phil Smith, who lives with his wife Jenny in the bungalow just below where the hedge collapsed, surveys the damage 
caused by months of heavy rain. Water had been gushing out through the hedge in places and suddenly the hedge 
gave way. The damage is spread over about 10 yards. Phil had worked to clear the road as best he could. Further up 
the hill towards Beeny, another section of the Cornish hedge also collapsed.
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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material 

submitted for publication.  The views expressed in the magazine are those of the 
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.

The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, 
Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda.

The next Blowhole will be published in Summer 
Look out for posters advertising the deadline date.

Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.To subscribe please either email 

boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole

For advertising queries, please email    blowhole.advertising@hotmail.co.uk
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL 

 or by email to:  boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:

Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700  email:  easy.print@btconnect.com

Plus ça change...
Well, despite saying that 
issue 80 would be that 
last one that I would 
be compiling, I’m still 
here at the keyboard! 
There is a combination 
of reasons varying from 
procrastination, less stress, 
still wanting to contribute 
something towards village 
life, inertia, a new front 
room stove, etc etc.

Thank you to the people 
who have offered to assis, 
and, of course, to all those 
who are already involved, 

but we could still do with 
more help.

What we need is:
Someone to report 
on Parish Council 
meetings: we really 
appreciate the items 
that the clerk sends, 
but it would be great 
to have a view from a 
member of the public.
A young writer to 
reflect their interests 
and activities.
A sports writer, as 

•

•

•

Martin thinks, wrongly, 
in my opiniom, that he 
is too old to continue.
People to send in 
photos of events or 
stunning scenes.
Anyone else who wants 
to write interesting 
or informative or 
humorous pieces.

You don’t have to 
commit to doing this for 
ever – just give it a go and 
see how you like it. The 
planning meeting for the 

•

•

Summer Blowhole will 
take place in early May, 
get in touch if you’d like to 
join us to get as idea of how 
we go about preparing and 
planning the Blowhole. 

Fear not, you don’t 
have to come to meetings 
in order to help - it’s your 
ideas, writing, reminiscing 
and pictures that are most 
needed. Please help to 
maintain the Blowhole as a 
quality quarterly read.

Happy Spring
PA

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 

0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FOR ALL yOuR ELECTRICAL REquIREmENTS

TEL : 01840 250155



Boscastle Blowhole Spring �013    Page 3

A busy Coffee Morning held at 
Heathdene, home of Bernice 
Lewis, raised £280.
This was Vivien & Marion’s 
annual fundraising event for 
Children’s Hospice Southwest, 
Little Harbour, in memory 
of Adrian Ferrett, and CLIC 
( Cancer and Leukaemia in 
Children).
Many thanks to all the local 
businesses and many generous 
people who gave raffle prizes, 
donations & brought goods to 
sell. Especial thanks to Bernice, 
to those who helped on the 
day and to all who came and 
supported the charity.

Children’s Hospice South 
West is the only organisation 
providing specialist hospice care 
in the South West for families 
with children who are not 
expected to reach adulthood. 
Through its local Hospice, Little 
Harbour near St Austell, they 
offer respite and short breaks, 
palliative, emergency and end 
of life care to sick children 
and their families. A dedicated 
sibling support team provides 
activities while the children are 
staying at the hospice; these 
can be in-house or out of the 
house.

None of these services would 
be possible without the support 
& generosity of the community 
and there are many ways people 
can help from volunteering, 
joining or setting up a Friends 
Group or taking part in one of 
the charity’s many events.

CHWS’s charity shops are 
always in need of donations of 
quality stock. All the profits go 
directly towards supporting 
families with life-limited 
children here in the South West. 
For more information 
on ways to help visit  
www.chsw.org.uk or call 01271 
325270.

Charity Coffee Morning

copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Boscastle Food Festival Cheque Presentation Night at the Wellington Hotel, 
Boscastle. Pictured are some of the organisers of the Festival and recipients of 

cheques on behalf of the organisations: L to R Back Row: Rosemary Tassart (Art 
Club), Malcolm Baker (Committee), Ruth Parsons (Church), Michael Parsons 

(Chairman Committee), Chris Searle (Treasurer Committee), Daphne Skinnard, 
Radio Cornwall (Pheonix Stroke Appeal), Jim Connolly-Webster (Gig Club), 

George Brown (Football), Guy Keenan (Tintagel Cricket Club), Carolyn Edwards 
(Scouts Group), John Tillinghast (Committee), Sam Daly, Manager (Wellington 

Hotel, Festival Sponsor) and Denise Tillinghast (Committee).  Front Row: 
Malcolm Green (1st Responders), Frances Hegerty (1st Responders), Jerome, (the 
1st Responders’ Laerdal, Advance Skills Trainer),  Faye Foster (1st Responders),  

Jack Evans (1st Responders) and Charlotte Hicks (Paramedic, South West 
Ambulance Services, Camelford and 1st Responders).

Toilet Twinning Boscastle Church held 
a Coffee Morning for 
‘Toilet Twinning’ in the 
Rectory on February 
20th 2013. £360 was 
raised for the cause. 
Pictured here are Barry 
Cornhill, Revd Paul 
Benyon, Mary Nicholls, 
Margaret Thewsey and 
Revd Robert Thewsey.

Revd Robert was 
in charge of the raffle 
and was helped by his 
children Lydia and 
Rebecca.
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It is rare that residents 
and visitors get to see the 
Boscastle Coastguard team 
at work apart from hearing 
the sirens and seeing the 
rescue truck whizz out of 
the village. But on Sunday 
17th March it was in 
action at close quarters in 
Boscastle Harbour.

A woman had slipped 
off the coast path and had 
suffered very serious, life 
threatening injuries. The 
Boscastle team were on 
scene quickly, as was the 
Air Ambulance helicopter 
and paramedics.

However the woman’s 
injuries and location 
required a larger helicopter 
to winch her to safety. 
Rescue 169, the familiar 

Adrian & Staff 
welcome you to the

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.co.uk

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

▪ SUNDAY CARVERY ▪
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm 
Evening 6.00pm-9.00pm

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

yellow, RAF SeaKing was 
soon hovering over the 
harbour and receiving 
instruction from the 
Boscastle Coastguards.

The difficult rescue was 
carried out quickly and  
flawlessly with the Boscastle 
team in charge, conducting 
the operation  and assisting 
the paramedics and 
helicopter crew.

Well done Boscastle 
Coastguards - yet again, a 
faultless rescue!

Dramatic Rescue at the Harbour

The Parish Council has 
approached Cornwall 
County with a view to 
taking over management 
of the Bottreaux Castle 
Mound.  It has also made 
a preliminary application 
to Paths for Communities 
to obtain a grant from 
Natural England to create 
either a permitted path or 
formal right of way linking 
the top of the village 
across the Mound to link 
up with National Trust 
pathway through St Peter’s 
Wood. This would have 
the advantage of opening 
up access to the top of the 
village.

Terry Faull representing 
the Local Access Forum 
has sent a support letter to 
David Atwell, the Coast 
and Countryside Manager, 

suggesting a permitted 
path would be the the more 
straightforward proposal, 
if the Parish Council take 
on responsibility for the 
site. There is a further 
suggestion that the site is 
scheduled as a village green 
to protect it for common 
use in the future.

The only significant 
work is to replace the 
footbridge washed away 
in the 2004 flood, which 
might be possible without 
seeking outside funding, 
using local volunteers and 
the parish’s own resources.

These proposals will 
be laid before a full parish 
council meeting shortly 
and it is hoped after the 
May election the new body 
will be able to put them 
into action.

CR

Bottreaux Castle Mound
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Dial 999
Hearing recently of a 
friend’s sudden collapse, 
due to ill health, made 
me think - ‘How would 
I have dealt with such an 
emergency?’ My answer: 
- ring the doctor’s surgery 
or ring First Responders 
– WRONG!! Having 
spoken to one of our 
local Community First 
Responders I realised 
that I am lagging behind 
in keeping abreast of 
changes in the NHS. 
This bothered me and 
I wondered how many 
other people are unaware 
that, if an emergency is life 
threatening you should - 
Dial 999.

Should you ring the 
surgery for medical help 
(other than appointments) 
you will hear a recorded 
message saying; ‘if you 
think your call is life 
threatening, please 
hang up and dial 999 
immediately’. When 
you ring that number an 
operator will ask which 
service you require. If the 
answer is ‘Ambulance’ 
they will then go through a 
triage procedure. Triage is 
the process of prioritising 
sick or injured people 
for treatment according 
to the seriousness of the 
condition or injury. This 
is simply a series of simple 
but important questions. 
Your answers to these 
questions should be clear 
and precise, not always 
easy if you are anxious 
or upset, but they will 
allow the operator to 
assess the seriousness of 
the call, thus enabling 

them to make a decision 
on which particular 
medical team to deploy 
to the caller (Ambulance 
and/or a Community 
First Responder). If you 
have ever watched ‘Real 
Rescues’ you will see fully 
trained operators who 
are capable of making 
such clinical decisions. 
If the medical condition 
is not life threatening an 
alternative is to ring NHS 
Direct on 0845 4647, 
this service is available 24 
hours a day.

Remember, if it is 
possible when calling 999 
for an Ambulance to have 
a copy of the patient’s latest 
prescription available, this 
can save valuable time.

But you knew all this, 
didn’t you. And if being 
healthy has resulted in me 
being behind the times, as 
far as changes to the NHS 
are concerned, well, I’m not 
too unhappy. Although, 
to add to a quote from 
Sir Francis Bacon (1597), 
- ‘Knowledge is not only 
Power - it could be Life 
Saving!

Boscastle Oil-
ordering Group
Just a reminder to all 
members to place their 
order in before 31st March 
for a delivery the first 
week in April to qualify 
for the two pence per litre 
discount afforded to us by 
our supplier - Hop Oil. 

If you’re an oil user and 
you’re not yet a member, 
you can get your name 
on the official register by 

telephoning Myrna Lester 
on 01840 250520, leaving 
your name, address and a 
current telephone contact 
number. You’ll then receive 
confirmation and details of 
our twice yearly ordering 
dates. It’s that simple. So 
come on, join the “Cheaper 
Litres” gang!

Royal National 
Institute for the Blind
Thanks, Boscastle, for 
continuing to place your 
used postage stamps in 
the Bottreaux Surgery 
collection box. The 
collection boxes in local 

We sell freshly 
baked pasties, 
handmade 
cakes, scones 
and pastries, a 
large range of 
breads, crisps 
& handmade 
cookies, take-
away teas, 
coffee, drinking 
chocolate

malcolm Barnecutt

4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

tel: 01840 250205

Trustees of 
Boscastle Village Hall  

invite members of the public 
to attend the

Annual General Meeting
of the

Boscastle Village Hall 
on

Tuesday 16th April  at 7.30pm
at the

Village Hall

surgeries continue to be a 
great success and are well-
supported, so thanks very 
much. 

Please keep all those 
stamps coming in and 
unwanted collections or 
albums are always welcome. 
It really doesn’t matter if 
you just get a few stamps 
now and then or collect 
them by the bagful, they’re 
all much appreciated. The 
charity raised in excess of 
£16,000 last year from 
their used-stamp sales, 
every penny of which was 
well-spent on existing and 
new recipients.

ML
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On Friday 18th January 
Awen Productions kindly 
came to Boscastle to put on 
an Archive Film Night at 
the Village Hall. The event 
sold out within a week 
& apologises to all those 
unable to get tickets.

The evening of 
amateur & professional 
films showed wonderful 
imagery of Boscastle and 
surrounding areas covering 
the Victorian era right 
through to the 1980’s. 
And what memories it 
brought back for many in 
the audience!  Included in 
these films was old film 
footage of the memories 
of a stream engine driver 
who use to drive the 
Wadebridge to Padstow 
line, interviews with an old 
farmer on Bodmin moor 
and scenes of Boscastle 
in the 1970s, filmed by 
Norman Webber.

We were then shown a 
beautiful piece of 1950’s 
film footage of Padstow 
May Day called ‘Oss Oss 
Wee Oss’. This was followed 
by a very moving and 
interesting talk & Q&A by 
a man called Jamie whose 
family have been closely 
involved with the Old ‘Oss 
for many generations. He 

is a very genuine guy who is 
totally committed  to Padstow 
and his heritage and gave a 
fascinating insight to being a 
Teaser on May Day.

After costs we raised £365 
for Cornwall Air Ambulance. 
We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those 
who donated gifts for the 
raffle and those who helped 
out in the kitchen, selling 
raffle tickets on the door and 
to those who helped to tidy 
up after the evening. It was all 
very much  appreciated!

We also sent an email to 
Barbara Santi and her team at 
Awen Productions thanking 
them for taking up our 
invite to bring their show to 
Boscastle and I have attached 
her reply.

Thank you once again 
to all those who came and 
supported such a fantastic 
event! We would also like to 
thank all those that emailed, 
phoned and facebooked us 
after the evening with their 
thanks, it was very much 
appreciated to have such great 
feedback. Thank you

Donna and Anthony 
Hircock.

And a very big thank you 
to Donna and Anthony for 
organising the evening.

Archive Film Night Dear Boscastle,
Thank you so much for 
inviting us to do our 
archive film screening 
- we’ve been all over 
Cornwall but I have to 
say this was one of the 
best ones we’ve done!

I wanted to mention 
our archive based 
heritage app - Walkabout 
St Ives.

Walkabout St. Ives - 
a heritage trail on your 
phone! This location 
aware app uses a 
mixture of archive film, 
art, photography and 
storytelling to explore St. 
Ives’ rich social history 
and cultural heritage. 
You will be guided by 
locals, artist Naomi 
Frears and fisherman 
Christopher (Bish) Care, 
as you walk around the 
town and get a personal 
insight into the hidden 
story of St. Ives.

Archive film from as 
early as 1904 brings to 
light rare moments in 
history situated around 
the town.  e transported 
back in time to discover 

how men used to pull the 
lifeboat across the prom 
before machinery, what 
the harbour looked like 
when fishing was a thriving 
industry, how people used 
to live in the 1930’s in 
‘Downlong’ and much 
more!

A cultural feast for your 
eyes and ears, Walkabout St 
Ives is a perfect companion 
on your exploration of the 
town and its history, and 
is full of rare archive film 
that you’ll want to return 
to over and over again.

http://walkaboutapp.
co.uk

We’ve also just been 
commissioned to make 
one about West Cornwall 
so if you want to keep in 
touch and you didn’t add 
your email addresses on 
our evaluation form join 
our newsletter here: http://
awen.us2. l i s t -manage.
com/subscribe?u=dd40b60
a4a1f3759d770503ca&id
=71104e9af6

Till we meet again
best

Barbara and the Awen 
team

01840 250320

General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating

Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

PLUMBING AND HEATING
A M HIRCOCK

Fresh locally produced meats 
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties

Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked

Off Licence and Pay Point
Opening hours:

Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108 
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk
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Geoff & Jackie Horwell

Open all Year
Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Relax in the beautiful 
surroundings of this 300 
year old coach house, 
with large, secluded 
mature garden and 
private parking

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

01840 212258

07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk
Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations

Local people are beginning 
to occupy the new houses 
at The Sidings in Delabole. 
Two of the fourteen houses 
have been sold and there 
are a number of interested 
parties negotiating for 
others on this well-
appointed estate. 

The Camelot Country 
Community Interest 
Company built the 
houses to fulfil the urgent 
requirement for homes at a 
price that first-time-buyer 
residents in the area can 
afford. Chairman Andy 
Shaw said “The two and 
three bedroom houses are 
built to a very high standard, 
situated close to shops, 
amenities and school in 
Delabole and available for 
sale from £103,000. This 
is such a good opportunity 
for people in need of a good 
home in the area, we really 
hope that everyone hears 
the news and contacts Cole 
Rayment and White to find 
out more.”

There is even more 

good news in the form of 
mortgage availability.  Until 
recently there had been 
some restrictions placed 
on the low-cost houses and 
there were requirements for 
large deposits that made it 
difficult for some people 
to find suitable financial 
assistance. However, in 
recent weeks there have 
been changes in the 
mortgage market and the 
Camelot Country CIC is 
encouraging people who 
may not have succeeded to 
try again. One of the new 
mortgages is particularly 
suitable for families part 
funding a home for their 
adult children, offering 
to accept a guarantee 
from parents that is fully-
refundable with interest. 

Any residents who 
are interested in this very 
exciting opportunity to 
own their own home are 
encouraged to contact the 
estate agents Cole, Rayment 
& White in Camelford on 
01840 213333.

SS

Mortgages now available for low-cost 
housing in Delabole

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Situated in the old,
upper part of this 
beautiful harbour village, 
with its spectacular 
coast and countryside

Tel: 01840 250412

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

●   9 ensuite Rooms
●   Bed and Breakfast
●   Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room
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Co Cllr Glenton Brown, who is over six feet tall, stands 
in a holllow where part of the road was washed away. 

Photo taken on February 20th 2012 

Road at New Mills, 
Boscastle, February 6th 

2013. The road has 
been repaired but some 
improvements still need 
to be made. Pictured are 
Glenton and landowner, 

John Pearce .

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists 

A wide selection of prints and cards plus an 
unusual mix of gifts and gadgets. 

The lane that runs between 
Newmills and Treworld 
was severely damaged 
during the floods of 2004. 
The river crossing was 
originally a ford with large 
granite blocks. In more 
recent times there was a 
bridge. Both bridge and 
some of the massive stones 
were washed away, as were 
large sections of the road.

The bridge was replaced 
as part of tuhe restoration 
works but the lane remained 
impassable, with pits and 
hollows reaching depths of 
up to eight feet.

Thanks to the efforts of 
County Councillor Glenton 
Brown, the lane has now 
been repaired. Although 
some improvements still 
need to be made, walkers  
are once again able to cross 
easily from Treworld to 
New Mills and enjoy this 
tranquil area.

The lane was once used 
as a trial stage in the Motor 
Cycle Club’s London to 
Land’s End rally.

ancient lane 
restored at 
new mills

to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior 
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching 

in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons. 
 For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

 01840 770470

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions

For all bookkeeping requirements
Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
Year end accounts
VAT returns & filing
Self assessment tax returns & filing
PAYE and payroll
New business start up assistance









Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering 
Regulations 2007 

Nettle Soup 
Half a carrier bag of young 
nettle shoots 
50g butter 
1 large onion, finely chopped  
1 large potato, peeled & cubed 
1 large carrot, peeled & 
chopped
1 litre good stock 
Crème fraîche 
Salt & pepper
Tabasco
Extra virgin olive oil

Wash nettles (wear rubber 
gloves!). Put to drain in a 
colander. 
Gently saute the onion in butter 
till soft but not coloured. 
Add stock, nettles, carrot and 
potato. Simmer for about 15 
minutes, until veg is cooked..
Puree the soup and season to 
taste with salt & pepper to taste.  
Serve in warmed bowls with a 
teaspoon of creme fraiche . As 
this melts,  swirl in a few drops 
of the oil and tabasco.
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Gardenscapes
Quality garden care for 

your garden

Grass & hedge cutting
Shrub pruning & garden tidy ups

Call Martin 
on

01840 770243
07854 740206

Muts Cuts
Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green

St Teath
PL33 9ES

Phone:       01840 211786
Mobile:     07921 637055

Website: www.mutscuts.co.uk

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135

FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
DAN ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION

andMoorlanders MCC will 
be holding their 2013 Egg 
Run on Easter Sunday, 
31st March, meeting at 
Davidstow Airfield at 
10am, ready to depart 
at 11am along a fully 
marshalled route of about 
90 miles.

The purpose of the 
event is to distribute Easter 
Eggs to people in care 
in the local community, 
and to raise much needed 
funds for children’s 
charities in Cornwall. This 
is their 15th Easter Egg 
run and they expect to 
pass through Boscastle at 
around 11.30am.

There is a £5 entry fee 
per bike which includes a 
free burger and live music 
at the end of the run. 

Awards are given for best 
British, best European, best 
Japanese, best Trike, best 
Rat Bike and best Club 
Turnout. Gifts of chocolate 
eggs are welcomed.

Last year over 500 
bikers took part in the run 
and raised over £4,500 for 
local children’s charities: 
Action for Children, Little 
Harbour (CHSW), the 
ARB special needs units of
Camelford and St Stephens, 
Launceston primary 
schools and Bowden Derra 
care home. 
The club have set up a 
Just Giving page to collect 
donations from those who 
are unable to make it to the 
Egg Run, but still wish to 
give their support to local 
children’s charities:

 https://www.justgiving.com/MoorlandersEggRun2013

Kernow Properties in Camelford market properties both 
for rental and sale in the Boscastle area. With our local 

knowledge and all the latest internet sales connections we 
are your best bet for getting your property viewed by both 

local and national buyers and prospective tenants.
We give personal service and are available at any time 
during working hours to visit you and give help and 

information free of charge.
Contact Mark, Jane, Angie or Irene on 01840 212938

e-mail     camelford@kernowproperties.co.uk
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Some TV documentaries 
are inspirational. Some 
of them even make you 
feel you wish you could 
have taken part in the 
programme yourself. For 
me, the TV programmes 
featuring Gareth Malone 
have had that effect 
– he’s the charismatic 
music director of such 
programmes as BBC2’s 
The Choir and Military 
Wives. I watched those 
programmes and really, 
really wanted to join in. I 
didn’t much mind what the 
choice of songs might be 
– after all in the garden as I 
happily go about my tasks 
neighbours can be treated 
to anything from songs 
from the shows to Hymns 
Ancient and Modern. So 
I have been delighted to 
learn that community 
choirs, just like the ones 
Gareth inspired, have been 
popping up in Cornwall. 

True, most of them are 
in West Cornwall where 
musical conductor and 
organist Neil Shepherd 
is director of Cornwall 
Community Choir, as 
well as several others from 
Truro to Falmouth. And 
closer to home we do have 

the excellent and exiting 
Voiceworks, run by Kay 
Peacey and which meets 
every Thursday in the music 
suite at Bodmin College. 
Just recently Glynnis 
Robertson has started 
her own new community 
choir which meets every 
Thursday afternoon at 
1.30 until 3.00 in Delabole 
Methodist Church Hall. 
At last! a choir near home 
– this was my chance to 
live the Gareth Malone 
experience. It’s only just 
started so anyone who 
joins won’t have a lot of 
catching up to do, and like 
all community choirs, we’re 
a really friendly, informal 
bunch who just like to sing 
and have fun. 

You may feel, like most 
people who have not trained 
or had singing lessons, that 

you can’t sing. This is the 
first obstacle for someone 
joining a choir. They 
assume that everyone in the 
choir can sing much better 
than them, and that they 
need to be of a particularly 
high standard to join a 
choir. Of course, there are 
top class professional choirs 
out there, and choirs who 
audition their members. 
But in a community choir 
there’s no audition, and no 
requirement to read music. 
Delabole Community 
choir will embrace you 
with open arms because 
our members’ singing skills 
are pretty much the same as 
yours. A choir is all about 
team work, especially if it’s 
a harmony-singing choir, 
and every new individual 
is a valuable  extra support 
to existing members. And 
who knows, maybe the new 
member can pick things up 
quickly and so help the rest 
of us. 

With a community 
choir, none of the parts are 
that high, and none of the 
parts are that low. Probably 
nobody in a community 
choir is a true soprano or a 
true bass. Most of the men 
will be baritones and most 
of the women will be altos. 
So in a community choir, 

the harmony arrangements 
are usually for an alto/ 
baritone mix. The tenor 
part is not too high for the 
men, yet not too low for 
any women who want to 
sing it. In fact, pretty much 
everyone in the choir could 
sing any part and we often 
do. 

We’re all equal here: 
singing together is the great 
leveller. Singing together 
or being in a choir is one 
of the most egalitarian 
experiences we can have. It 
doesn’t matter how much 
you earn, what your job is, 
where you went to school 
or who you know. Just add 
your voice to the overall 
sound. Yes, at first it’s a 
room full of strangers, but 
we’re  all working together 
to produce a wonderful 
sound. You can walk into 
a room full of people not 
knowing who is a managing 
director, who is a secretary 
and who is the cleaner. 
Everyone here has simply 
come to contribute their 
voice to the overall sound 
and the only distinction is 
whether somebody prefers 
to sing higher or lower when 
we come to the harmonies. 
There are not many other 
group encounters in life 
where your status, name, 

Community Choir
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HENGAR LANE, ST TUDY PL30 3PH
(Opposite Hengar Manor)

TEL: 01208 851072- OPEN MON TO SAT 9– 4.30PM
SUN AND BANK HOLS 10AM – 4PM

THE CAFÉ
Lavazza coffee, hot chocolate, teas. 

Hot sandwiches light lunches, 
and homemade cakes.

CORNISH GROWN PLANTS
Grown on site or from local growers. 

Bedding, shrubs, climbers.
 Heritage Cornish apple trees. 

Fruit trees and much more!
Pop in for a coffee and a wander. 

background, wealth, 
gender, race, education, 
or class don’t matter. It’s 
not who you are, it’s your 
singing voice we want!

I can’t emphasise 
enough that everyone 
is welcome in our choir 
– young people, mums 
and dads at home during 
the day, retired and older 
people, experienced singers 
and complete beginners. 
Men are especially 
welcome; their voices give 
a warm structure to the 
sound we make. Singing, 
just like walking, requires 
no special equipment or 
even special talent. You 
were born to do it and it’s 
good for you. And again, 
just like walking, singing 
encourages you to breathe 
properly and releases that 
hormone called serotonin, 

associated with feelings of 
well-being and happiness. 
And yes, it does make me 
feel fitter and happier. 
Singing is an energiser. 
Learning something new, 
submitting to musical 
discipline, striving to give 
of your very best, along 
with the sense of team 
work and shared experience 
are all profoundly 
invigorating. So don’t let 
your assumptions and pre-
conceptions put you off 
or you’ll be missing out 
on something wonderful. 
Come and join us!  

For further information 
please contact Glynnis 
Robertson either
glynnisrobertson123@
btinternet.com 
or phone 07968 080023

Pat Thorne

Community Choir

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL 
and 

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240

Bossiney Road Tintagel
Great rooms, a comfortable bar and 
spacious restaurant which are open 
to non-residents for a la carte meals 
throughout the week and with our 

renowned carvery every Sunday - also a 
great venue for special events, weddings 

and Christmas parties
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The Maia Project is a charity 
dedicated to developing 
a large Community Hub 
for creative activities 
and events at the Gaia 
Building in Delabole. The 
Gaia Building is perfectly 
placed to be a rural hub 
serving the communities of 
Delabole, Camelford and 
the surrounding parishes, 
providing this area with a 
mixed use facility for all of 
our members.

The possibilities and 
opportunities that the 
Gaia Building holds are 
endless: it could provide 
high quality, purpose 

The Maia Music Festival at the Gaia Building

built performance and 
workshop spaces for local 
and visiting companies; 
to run creative training 
courses; for music, film and 
video recording; for local 
artists and craftspeople 
to exhibit, demonstrate, 
promote and sell their 
work;  practice space for 
local performers.….the list 
goes on.

After years of 
negotiation, The Maia 
Project is now in a 
position to hold a series of 
community arts events at 
the Gaia Building, giving 

Maia Music Festival 
and Craft Fair, held in 
February, was the first in 
this developmental project.  
We are currently in the 
planning stage for our next 
event, Maia May Fest, on 
Saturday May 4th 2013, 
when we hope to build on 
the success of the February 
event.

continued on next page

The first Maia Music 
Festival, held at the Gaia 
Building in Delabole on 
Saturday 2nd February 
2013, was a great success, 
providing an opportunity 
for local music and dance 
performers and workshop 
leaders to showcase their 
talents and share their skills 
with a wide ranging local 
audience. The day also 

included a Craft Fair with 
a large number of stalls. 
Overall, around 500 people 
enjoyed a thoroughly fun 
packed day.

The lunchtime session 
saw an eclectic line up, 
with examples of jazz, folk, 
funk, rock, reggae and 
blues. Performers included 
Just Jazz Guitars; Rob 
Barratt (comic poet and 
singer); The Pacific Island 
Ladies; Simon Swale and 
friends; DJ Jay Parsons; 
Christian Fitzpatrick (drum 
soloist) and many others 
who turned up with their 
instruments and joined in 
the fun. David Richey did 
a fantastic job compering 
for the day.

Workshops included 
musical theatre with 

an opportunity to prove 
that the communities of 
North Cornwall need 
such a facility, and that the 
building is suitable for the 
purpose.
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‘IN SAFE HANDS’
RETIRED POLICE OFFICER 

AND WIFE TEAM OFFER THE 
FOLLOWING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY 

PROPERTIES IN BOSCASTLE:
KEY HOLDING

MEETING AND GREETING GUESTS
CLEANING, MAINTENANCE,

OR, JUST GOING AWAY AND NEED 
SOMEONE TO KEEP AN EYE

CALL FOR QUOTE
Tel: 07890309069

G H M
Building Maintenance

Insurance Fire & Flood Damage
Kitchens, Bathrooms

Interior & Exterior Decorating
Refurbishments
Free Estimates

Phone 01840230380 
Mobile 07970275330

The Maia Music Festival
Rachael Spencer of 
True Steps Dance who, 
along with Merrissa, also 
provided Popstarz disco; 
drumming with Jay Parsons 
of Universal Beat Music 
Project; didgeridoo with 
John Thorpe, and scratch 
and technical DJ skills with 
Nathan Galley and Mark 
Postins of Youthworks!. 

Funky DJ Jay Parsons 
kicked off the evening 
entertainment, followed by 
John Thorpe performing an 
up-beat contemporary didj 
set. Two recently formed 
bands ‘Edge City Dub’ 
and ‘Dusk at Dawns’ then 

provided us with their 
own original and unique 
sounds. DJ’s Nathan 
Galley and Mark Postins of 
‘Twisted Passion’ finished 
the evening with a unique 
‘retro’ sound on the decks.

The Festival attracted a 
huge amount of support, 
with Alive Music Studios 
of Wadebridge providing 
all the sound equipment, 
free of charge, whilst all 
of the artists performed 
fee free. FEAST gave us 
a small grant to cover 
artists’ expenses. We 
had sponsorship from 

The Darlington Inn in 
Camelford, who provided 
the bar. We also had a 
whole team of volunteers 
who helped set up and 
run the festival. Alice in 
Burgerland and Charlie’s 
Deli provided the 
catering. Many thanks to 
everyone who gave their 
time, talents and support 
to help make the event 
such a success. The next 
event is on May 4th, 
contact Emma on 01840 
212257 or by email: 
mandem129@hotmail.
com if you would like to 
get involved.

EL

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart & Jean Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Pianos For Sale 
At Reasonable Prices

GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture 

Especially Pine, Old & New
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm

Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what we have!
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Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster Parish 
Council meet in the Village Hall on 
the second Thursday of each month 
at 7pm. Members of the public are 
invited to attend and may address the 
Council during the first ten minutes 
of the meeting.
A copy of the agenda is displayed on 
the Parish Council notice boards and 
website prior to all meetings. Minutes 
of previous meetings are displayed once 
they are approved by the Council.

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a

tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

Chair: David Ferrett 250414 
Fred Hockin: 250529
Anthony Brewer 250854
Pat Day: 250436 
Ian Dawson: 250416 
George Findlay: 250428 
Chris Jarvis: 250512
Nanette Irving Little: 250291 
Chris Rodda: 250012
Mark Smith: 250001
Clerk: Adrian Prescott: 250017
email: forminpc@gmail.com

Parish Council Contact Info:

 
For all your foot health needs

 Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology

 Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

 Claire & Simon Neate   DIPCFHP
 Qualified foot health practitioners
 Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

NEATE
FEET

Local elections will soon be upon 
us. This is your chance to elect your 
local Parish Council representatives 
and your Cornwall Council 
representative, or perhaps stand for 
election yourself.

There are no details at time of 
writing as to who will be standing to 
represent you on the Parish Council 
or Cornwall Council. As soon as the 
names of those standing for election 
are announced they will be displayed 
in the Parish Council notice boards.

Your current Parish Councillors 
are: Cllr Dave Ferrett, Cllr Fred 
Hockin, Cllr Ian Dawson, Cllr Chris 

Jarvis, Cllr Mark Smith, Cllr 
Nanette Irving-Little, Cllr Pat 
Day, Cllr George Findlay, Cllr 
Chris Rodda and Cllr Anthony 
Brewer.

Your  current Cornwall 
Council Councillor is Cllr 
Glenton Brown.

The Parish Council has 
been busy through the winter 
dealing with numerous planning 
applications, liaising with 
Cornwall Council on a number of 
highways issues and the transfer 
of the castle site to the Parish 
Council. Also the Parish Council 
has ordered another bench, 
similar to the Jubilee Bench 
in the Car Park, for Bottreaux 
crossroads. It is working to have 
‘Welcome to Boscastle’ signs, 
similar to those in Tintagel,   sited 
on the three entrance roads to the 
village; match funding for this 
project has come from Cornwall 
Councillor Brown.

Be sure you exercise your vote 
in the May local elections. 

AP

BLOCKED 
DRAINS

CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out 

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836
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This week at County Hall we will 
finalise plans for the budget.

One of the controversial issues is 
whether to increase Council Tax to 
just under 2% or whether to freeze it 
for a third year in succession.  

My Lib-Dem group would very 
much like to freeze the Council 
Tax increase again this year and 
make cuts from a consultancy fund 
which runs at 10 to 12 millions a 
year even now. Our suggestion is to 
take 4 millions from that to avoid a 
Council Tax increase. Also to ensure 
no cuts to front line services and to 
have some funds for repairing our 
roads considering again this year 
considerable damage has been done 
due to the severe weather conditions.  
I would also point out that Cornwall 

County Councillor, 
Glenton Brown writes:

Over the last 4 years on the 
Council, the big County issues have 
been Social Housing Needs, the 
Economy and Planning. The next 
Council will find exactly the same 
challenges. During the past 4 years 
service cuts of £210 million  have 
had to be introduced and the new 
Council will have to make a further  
£120 million in cuts. 

On reflection of the past 4 years 
locally, two things particularly stand 
out for me: one is the highly successful 
sat nav signs erected all around 
Trebarwith Village, Treknow and 
Trebarwith which are proving very 
successful. The second point is the 
restoration of the lane from Treworld 
down to Newmills, thus enabling 
local people and tourists to walk the 
circular route or straight down the 
Valency Valley to Boscastle.

 It also goes without saying that the  
case work that I have been involved in, 
in helping people with their various 
problems is also important to me.

If I can be of any help please 
contact me on  01840 770302 or 
email  gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk

should get a slice of government 
funding which is going to be spread 
over the western counties for road 
repairs.

In this year’s budget we would 
also like to see funding put into our 
youth services to help cut anti-social 
behaviour and we believe certain 
towns and villages should have a cut 
in car parking charges.

If funds would stretch we would 
also like to see some funding in beach 
cleaning and litter picking. 

It was a delight to attend the 
Camelford Leisure Centre for the 
official opening recently, and we now 
hope that the increased interest will 
bring results in the centre being used 
more and more by the local people, 
and our hope is that it will lead to 
further improvements at the centre 
and it will be able to establish itself 
on a firm financial footing.

Just a few lines regarding the 
Otterham and St Juliot Hall 
Marshgate UPDATE;

The Big Lottery application 
deadline date to replace the old hall 
is March 19th. By the time you 
read this edition of the Blowhole 
all correspondence will have been 
submitted and we shall be waiting 
to hear whether we have been lucky 
with our bid for a grant. 

In the meantime the hall continues 
with its wide variety of activities for all 
to enjoy; Weekly Dance club, vibrant 
Garden Club, WI, Twice monthly 
Auctions, Coffee mornings, Lunch 
club, Table top sales and if you would 
like to keep the grey matter ticking 
over, then come and join the popular 
Monday evening Whist Drive. Visit 
the hall web site www.saveourhall.
com  and click on Diary dates to 
tempt you out of that arm chair.

The next time I write to you 
all I hope I can be informing you 
with good news about our grant 
application.

Val Gill

Otterham & St Juliot Hall

Events at Otterham & St 
Juliot Hall  

20th April: Quiz Night, 7pm
Proceeds from the raffle will 
be donated to Riding for the 
Disabled. Please book a table 
with June on 261531.

23rd April: St George’s Day 
Coffee Morning from 10:30 
a.m

30th April: Hall A.G.M. 7:30 
p.m. All welcome!

18th May Quiz Night from 7:00 
p.m. £5 per head entrance in 
aid of New Hall Fund. Please 
book a table with June on 
261531.
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Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist 
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church, 
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society  
of Friends:
Quakers meet each 
Sunday at 10.30am in the 
John Betjeman Centre, 
Wadebridge

Dear friends
Looking back at what I 

have written at this time of 
year over the last few years 
there appears to be a pattern 
emerging of vandalism. In 
the last few weeks Minster 
and St Juliot Church have 
both had their donation 
churn/box broken into, 
and the reality is that the 
repairs are probably more 
expensive than the money 
that was stolen.

It does sadden me when 
this happens as time and 
money have to be used to 
sort out these problems, 
money which could be used 
for much better purposes 
– so once again I am asking 
the local community if 
they would keep a watchful 
eye on all the churches and 
if you do see anything 
suspicious then please, 
please let me know as soon 
as possible.

On a really positive 
note we recently held a 

From the Methodist 
Minister
“They took their eyes off 
the ball.”  These words are 
attributed to the London 
based boss of the National 
Health Service, when 
he was commenting on 
the reports which have 
been published about the 
situation at the Stafford 
Hospital.  In general 
terms it would seem that 
the meeting of the Health 
Service targets became the 
focus of the work at the 
hospital rather than patient 
care, with unfortunate and 
unpleasant consequences.

Many people live within 
a ‘target-driven culture’ 
in their world of work, 
including in National 
and Local Government 
structures.  For some the 
achieving of targets is the 
basis of their pay award or 
bonus for a particular year 
– payment by results.  This 
situation has developed 
over the last 25 or so years 
particularly since the large 
accountancy firms, some of 
whom are based in America, 
started taking an interest 
in measuring ‘outcomes’ 
other than financial ones in 
government and industrial 
circles.  Hence a whole 
industry of collecting 
data, setting targets and 
measuring the outcomes 
has developed.  In my 

opinion it is an unhealthy 
culture and I hope that 
before too long some of 
our leading personalities 
will talk about the folly of 
it.

However, the phrase 
“taking their eyes off the 
ball” is an interesting 
phrase for all of us to think 
about for everyday living.  
The person to whom the 
phrase is attributed at the 
present time was really 
saying the Health Service 
managers had focussed on 
the secondary activity of 
fulfilling targets instead of 
the primary purpose of their 
work which was responding 
to the needs of acutely ill 
people.  Organisational 
target setting can easily 
have that impact.  Too 
in our everyday living as 
individuals we become 
focussed on a range of 
issues in life rather than 
our primary purpose.

In his day Jesus often 
had run-ins with the 
leaders of the communities 
but on one occasion 
they found that they 
could not find fault with 
what he was saying.  The 
conversation was about 
the essential focus and 
purpose for living, which 
Jesus summarised in two 
statements (see Matthew 
22 verses 34 – 40) when he 
answered:

‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ And ‘Love 
your neighbour as you love 
yourself.’

He went on to say 
to those sharing in the 
discussion that these 
statements summed up 
all the cultural teaching 
which was their written 
inheritance of some 14,000 
years, and after some 3,500 
years is ours as well.

Life is often a struggle 
for us but amidst his 
setbacks the apostle Paul 
wrote, “I press on towards 
the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called 
me heavenwards in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3 verse 
4).

Have we got our eyes 
on the ball?

Every blessing in your 
thinking.

Bryan Ede
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coffee morning here at the 
Rectory to raise money 
for the very worthwhile 
cause ‘Toilet Twinning’ – a 
charity run by Tearfund 
and Cord – where you 
twin your toilet with a 
toilet in a third world 
country for £60 and the 
charity then goes into the 
villages and teaches the 
people there how to built 
their own sanitation which 
saves lives and improves 
the lives of the villages. 
The charity believe that 
for every £1 spent on 
sanitation then £8 is saved 
on medication.

The coffee morning 
was a real success with us 
raising a staggering £360, 
which is enough to twin 
both toilets at the Rectory, 
both toilets at the Curacy 
and another two toilets 
(not sure at this stage 
which ones to twin!!!!) So 
may I take this opportunity 
of thanking everybody 
who helped out, and also 
to encourage you to twin 
your own loo with one in 
the third world and make 
a difference in the lives of 
other people. Or as their 
slogan says ‘Flush away 
poverty!’

It is lovely that Spring 
is finally in the air, and 
lets hope that this year we 
do get a decent Summer 
which will really help the 
local economy here, as 
we rely on tourism for so 
many of our jobs. But I am 
sure that I am not alone 
when I suddenly see lots of 
people milling around in 
‘our’ harbour, and creating 
havoc on the roads – I do 
sometimes wish the visitors 
were not around so that I 
can get on with my daily 

life unhindered. BUT, it 
does also then remind me 
that our own lives are not 
always easy and that we 
are given trials to endure 
which when looking back 
on our lives strengthen us 
for service to the Lord.

I was really brought up 
short realising this fact when 
I was at ‘Messy Cathedral’ 
the other Saturday running 
my ‘Labyrinth’ prayer walk. 
A labyrinth is a symbol for 
our lives journey, there 
are many twists and turns 
in our lives but we are 
always going towards the 
centre – Christ. Having 
to constantly explain what 
people had to do (especially 
as the majority were under 
12 years old) made me 
think about my own life, 
what has happened to me 
to make me who I am, what 
God has blessed me with 
over the years to strengthen 
me for His service, and 
what life would be like if 
it were just a straight line. 
Boring!!!! Uninteresting. 
Unsatisfying.

God is our guide 
throughout our lives and it 
is only through his guidance 
that we can gain salvation 
through Christ – and at 
the centre of my labyrinth 
I always place a flame to 
represent Christ being the 
centre of our lives and also 
that Christ is the Light of 
the World.

So as we deal with the 
disturbances of our daily 
lives let us ask God for 
strength to remain centred 
on Christ.

Yours in Christ

Robert

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own 
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to 

take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught 
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted 

coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine

Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh

Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE

01208880215
www.freshfromthesea@hotmail.co.uk

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP

and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day 
essentials

Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat

Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE 
 01840 250344

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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S.J.JOSE

CARPENTER & JOINER

GENERAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Tel 01840 250069

Mobile 07974 723382

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 01840 250114
Vacuum & Brush                    

 - no mess
Servicing & Repairs
Cowls & Bird guards
20 mile radius

•

•
•
•

Stove Installations
Flue lining 
HETAS certification 

•
•
•

There is a feeling of 
excitement when a link 
with the past is unearthed. 
It has nothing to do with 
finding ‘crocks of gold’ 
– think of the obvious 
pleasure of ‘Time Team’ 
members, when finding 
fragments of pot or bone. 
Over the years I have 
found - an ammonite in 
a pebble from a Dorset 
beach; the undated last 
page of a ‘cross written’ 
letter in my (then) 
O x f o rd s h i r e 
home and, 

recently, a broken clay pipe 
in Old Road, Boscastle. As 
yet, no crock of gold, but 
thrilling just the same!

Like the other items, 
finding the clay pipe was 
a chance incident. On an 
early January day, after 
weeks of rain, blustery 
winds and grey, blanketing 
cloud, there was a change in 
the weather. It was a bright, 
sunny day with small, white, 
fluffy clouds in a cerulean 
blue sky and the surprise 
of early daffodils. All much 
appreciated by me - and the 
robins and sparrows that 
flitted in and out of the 

hedgerows.
Persuaded out 

of hibernation, 
I decided to walk 

down to the harbour. 
The village was quiet, 

asleep almost, with few 
people or vehicles about. 
The steep bank at the side 
of Old Road was clearly 
in view, having just one 
car parked there. Rain 
had washed the soil and 
vegetation away from the 
bank, creating a small land 
slide and leaving coal-
black slate exposed. In 
contrast to the darkness of 
the slate, a small, gleaming 
white, angular object was 
lying in the bank. Looking 
closely, I discovered that it 
was not an animal bone, 
as I had first supposed, 
but a broken piece of clay 

pipe. Half of the bowl 
was missing and part of 
the stem. Searching for 
the other half of the pipe 
proved unsuccessful.

Intrigued and hoping 
to date it, I later logged 
onto ‘Google’, seeking out 
information on clay pipes. 
The web page informed me 
that it is generally thought 
that the first clay pipes date 
around 1580-1600. By 
the 1720s there were pipe 
makers in all major towns 
and cities, one of which 
was Exeter. Here, the 
pipes were made in such 
great numbers that there 
was an export business 
to customers in Spain, 
America and Canada. 
Production in the country 
reached its peak between 
1840s-1860s. Not all pipes 
were highly decorated, 
but when a design was 
used, often gave a view of 
the social history of the 
time with, amongst other 
themes, Masonic or tavern 
symbols; military emblems 
or coats of arms. I learnt 
that a common subject in 
the late 19th century was 
‘Sporting Themes’, which 
might explain the design on 
the Old Road pipe. Based 
on the size of the hole in 

its stem, the information 
seemed to indicate that this 
pipe was probably made 
somewhere around the late 
1800s. The untrimmed 
mould lines on it suggest 
that production had been 
hurried. This occurred 
when there was the high 
demand for clay pipes and, 
since they are so fragile, it’s 
little wonder that there was 
a high demand.

The design on the bowl, 
which is 3 centimetres in 
length, can be seen in the 
picture. There appears to 
be a man kneeling down at 
the side of a tree, possibly 
with a gun in his hand. The 
tree is at the join where the 

Fragments of the Past
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Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General 
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt:  07733 937486            Teri Roberts
Email:  trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

stem of the pipe meets the 
two halves of the bowl. 
Questions ranged through 
my mind. How old was it? 
Who could have owned it? 
And how had it come to 
be broken? Reflecting on 
these questions has sent my 
imagination back in time, 
to when Old Road had long 
been the only thoroughfare 
out of Boscastle harbour. 
At that time, there was a 
steady flow of horse drawn 
wagons to-ing and fro-ing 
along Old Road to the 
ships that sailed into the 
harbour. On numerous 
occasions, however, wagons 
would have been pulled by 
oxen - as many as 6 or 8 
teams of them. The beasts 
toiled up and down the 
steep road, encouraged 
by shouts from the driver 
- or his whip. Perhaps on 
one such journey, having 
dropped and broken his 
pipe, a wagon master may 
have thrown it into the 
road side.

Another possibility 
suggested itself. When the 
pipe broke, was the owner 
on his faltering way home 
from one of the public 

houses at the end of a long 
tiring day? Did the accident 
occur when he was trying 
to fill his pipe with careless, 
unsteady hands? Might he 
have been sharing a jug of 
ale with a certain young 
architect, who happened 
to be visiting the area - 
and St Juliot’s Vicarage 
in particular? Or was he 
amongst the party, who had 
the trouble of rounding up 
those Boscastle porkers 
Reverend Hawker had so 
thoughtlessly released, thus 
dropping his pipe in the 
ensuing scuffle?

Then again, was it 
possible that the owner 
was a woman, who 
happened to be following 
a fashion started by Queen 
Elizabeth I? Perhaps, dear 
reader, it could be a great-
grandmother and not a 
great-grandfather who 
dropped their pipe and 
tossed it into the bank, 
all those years ago. It is 
not likely that any of my 
questions will be answered 
– oh, if only the pipe could 
talk!! What story do you 
think it would tell? 

GQ

Fragments of the Past

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
N C E I C
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Fred Wallis was born 
into a farming family, far 
west in the Stithian area. 
He was the youngest of 
four children, having two 
brothers and one sister. 
Farming was in their blood, 
as generations of the Wallis 
family had rented the dairy 
farm where Fred grew up 
and eventually worked. 
Although a child around 
the time of the First World 
War, there can be no doubt 
that as soon as he was able, 
his help was needed around 
the farm; his days would be 
long, the work, physical. 
This would be the time in 
which his work ethic was 
firmly established. 

When Fred left school 
at the age of 14 years he 
became involved with 
the farm’s milk delivery 
business. With horse, 
cart and milk churn, he 
would deliver milk to the 
door steps of the local 
inhabitants, travelling as 
far as Penzance. At the time 
of the Second World War 
his duties increased, when 
he became one of Stithian’s 
volunteer firemen. During 
this period he met his 
future bride Olive, a Land 
Girl from Lostwithel, 

Frederick eddy Wallis
10 November 1913 – 5 march 2013

when she was posted to the 
farm. They were married in 
1941.

With little in the way 
of mechanical assistance, 
it was a time when horses 
played an important part 
in farming. For many years, 
they were to be a large part 
of Fred’s life, as he became 
involved in breeding Shire 
horses. He had 8 to 10 of 
these working animals, 
which were used on the 
farm, but were of such a 
high standard that they were 
entered at County shows 
and left with several prizes. 
One of his foals, being early 
and the first to be born that 
season, made the news in a 
Cornish newspaper under 
the caption ‘Born in the 
Sunshine’. Sue says ‘there 
was nothing he didn’t know 
about horses’ and that he 
was often consulted when 
the local vet needed help. 

For economic reasons, 
Fred had to move from 
Stithians. In 1948, he 
found a suitable property 
at Higher Worthyvale near 
Camelford and taking his 
wife, daughter Ann, both 
his parents and his beloved 
Shires they moved into the 
farm. In 1965 his younger 

daughter Sue was born. It 
wasn’t until 1976, when 
he retired from farming, 
that the family became 
resident in Green Lane, 
Boscastle. Although then 
in his early sixties, Fred was 
not prepared to sit back 
and take it easy. He was 
employed by a Delabole 
bakery as part-time driver 
of the ‘pasty van’ delivering 
pasties and cakes etc to 
pubs and shops; added 
to this was his relief milk 
round and various part-
time gardening jobs. One 
of his clients was Mr Nash 
at Rocky Valley. On one 
occasion, whilst working 
at Rocky Valley, he was 
concerned to see a fire 
engine arriving. A worried 
local had thought the 
woods were on fire when 
they saw his bonfire and had 
summoned the fire brigade. 
‘Don’t put it out, I’ve only 
just got it lit’ he said. You 
wonder whether he told 
them of his previous 
fire fighting skills!! As 
the years passed, Fred 
would never allow his 
age to hinder him in 
anything he wished to 
do. He continued his 
gardening jobs until 
2005, when he retired 
aged 92. This was five 
years after Olive had 
died. His last day in 
the cab of the milk van 
with Sue was Thursday 
28th February 2013.

Family was 
important to Fred, just 
as he was to them, and 
the care that his family 
took of him in his later 

years tells of a loving father. 
His greatest pleasure was 
to join any and all family 
gatherings. Apart from his 
daughters, Ann and Sue, he 
had 5 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren, with 
another on the way.

If the photographs 
of Fred are not the best 
quality it is because, as a 
modest, unassuming man, 
he would not allow anyone 
to take his photograph. 
David Flower had to lie in 
wait at Tintagel in order 
to catch him. Friends 
and neighbours speak 
of him with admiration 
and affection and saw 
him as a hardworking, 
conscientious, friendly and 
uncomplaining man. It is 
said that you are ‘known 
by the friends you keep’ 
but it could equally be said 
that you are known by the 
high regard in which you 
are held by your family.
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Well we have finally made 
it to spring, it seemed like 
the winter would never end 
this year. We are all in need 
of some gentle warm sun 
and hope that as I write 
this in February it is so. 

The Jobs

Plant new shrubs and 
hardy perennials. Sprinkle 
fertilizer over flower 
beds and around shrubs 
and trees. Plant potatoes 
outside in rows, or in large 
pots. Spray fruit trees and 
bushes with fungicide to 
prevent powdery mildew.

Creative Activity
Make a wild garlic soup

Wild garlic leaves 
should be harvested in 
March to May before the 
plant flowers.

End of March/April is 
the time for wild garlic, 
it’s one of the first plants 
to carpet the woods and 
its pungency as you walk 
through is all pervading, 
however when you cook 
wild garlic it has a delicate 
flavour. Wild garlic leaves 
are best when very tender, 
so pick when the garlic is 
just coming up. Choose 
small tender leaves, the 
moment the garlic begins 
to flower, the leaves become 

too strong in flavour. Saute 
an onion add a couple 
chopped potatoes, some 
garlic leaves, spinach, veg 
stock, salt and pepper and 
simmer until potatoes are 
soft, add a squeeze of lemon 
and whiz until smooth, 
delicious!  

Old Garden Titbits

Primroses In Summer: 
Just as soon as my primroses 
have finished blooming 
in the spring, I cut back 
the plants, both blossom 
stalks and leaves, to within 
an inch and a half of the 
ground. They look bare for 
2 or 3 weeks but because 
of other spring-blooming 
plants they’re scarcely 
noticed. The thick tufts of 
new leaves grow rapidly 
so that instead of ragged 
looking plants, I have 
symmetrical clumps of 
healthy new foliage which 
remains green all through 
the summer months.

ANON

Aloe vera aggravates 
bunnies: Aloe vera 1 pound 
to 4 gallons of water both 
sprinkled on leaves and 
painted on bark, gives a 
bitter taste which repels 
rabbits.

LH BAILEY, Farm and 
Garden Rule Book, 1911

Garden stories from Cedarcroft -  March

MK Computers
PC Upgrades and Repair

Virus Removal and Protection

Custom PC Builds

Networking

Websites

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01872 581958
Mobile: 07780 910578

TINTAGEL ORPHEUS 
MALE VOICE CHOIR
would like to invite you to the following events:

April 14th @ 7.30pm:
Concert at Bangors Chapel, Poundstock, Nr Bude. 

April 20th @ 7pm:
Cabaret Supper at Clease Hall, Camelford: 
A Three Course Meal with Entertainment for just £12 
per ticket. Advance Tickets only from Joyce Heard on 
01840 230302

8 Fore Street
Camelford
PL32 9PG

T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

42 Fore Street
Bodmin

PL31 2HW
T 01208 72328
F 01208 77881

bodmin@sproullllp.co.uk

The Rock
Port Isaac
PL29 3RN

T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

www.sproullllp.co.uk

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

ACCIDENT CLAIMS

PROBATE

BUSINESSES

CONVEYANCING

WILLS

DIVORCE/CHILDREN

Sproull Solicitors LLP

camelford@sproullllp.co.uk

Taxis

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084
Reliable & Friendly Service

Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Valency



Page ��   Boscastle Blowhole Spring �013 

News From School
January started well until 
day two when the boiler 
broke down .... irretrievably!   
There followed two  weeks 
with ‘heaters ‘ provided by 
county and children and 
teachers wearing increasing 
layers of clothes! However 
every cloud has a silver 
lining and it provided a 
good opportunity to have 
hot chocolate for crib!  More 
good news is that we now 
have a brilliant new boiler, 
a clean system and a couple 
more radiators on the way 
for areas of the school that 
were rather cold.  

We had a parents 
meeting in school last 
night, for the children who 
will be coming to London 
with us for three days at the 
end of April. I was on child 
minding duty and took 
great pleasure in watching 
about 20 youngsters aged  
2-13 all playing together 
on our Fort area – what an 
asset it has proved to be.

We will tell you all about 
London on our return.  
We are visiting the science 
museum, Westminster Abbey 
and watching the musical 
‘Matilda’ amongst other 
things. This will be a very 
special trip as, for the first 
time in my teaching career, 
all of the children who are 
eligible have signed up for 
the trip. It is wonderful that 
so many parents are keen for 
their children to visit our 
capital city and who knows 
what that visit might inspire 
in the future! 

One of our main 
focuses with the children 
this year is on Independent 
Learning.  Unfortunately 
this does not mean that 
we expect the children to 
teach themselves whilst 
we put our feet up!  For 
the younger children 
it is a chance for them 
to choose the order in 
which they complete the 
activities that have been 
prepared for them. These 
activities are linked to the 
skills that they have been 
learning in their normal 
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lessons. The older 
children plan their own 
topic linked to English 
or science. At the end 
of the topic they have 
to give a ten minute 
presentation explaining 
what they have learned. 
The children are also 
expected to keep a 
time sheet stating what 
they aim to complete 
during each lesson and 
before they go home 
they have to record 
what they actually did 
and what they need to 
do next. We are into 
our second term of 
this and the children 
are so much better at 
organising themselves 
and working together.  
They really enjoy 
having  the freedom to 
follow their interests 
and hopefully these 
skills will be of use to 
them as they continue 
with their education.

During the first 
half of term the older 
children had swimming 
lessons at Camelford 
Pool. These were 
particularly successful 
this year with most 
children able to swim 
at least a length by 
the end of it.  The 
confident swimmers 
turned their attention 
to life saving skills this 
year and were able to 
perform various rescues 
and tows confidently. 
For the final session 
most of the children 
swam in their clothes. 
The children were 
quite shocked at how 
tiring this was and how 
difficult it is to undress 
in the water – in some 

cases especially when you 
get part way and find you 
have no trunks on!!

In February we 
enjoyed a problem 
solving day with Mark 
Reeves. I think the 
highlights were making 
a catapult and firing soft 
toys all over the place 
and the wheelie walker 
– see the photographs!  

We seem to be 
speeding towards Easter 
at an alarming rate – with 
so much more still to do! 
I have included some 
poems  written by our 7 
and 8 year old children  
at the end of our unit 
of work learning about 
similes, metaphors and 
alliteration. I do hope 
you enjoy them as much 
as I did. In the mean 
time I wish you all a 
happy Easter and we look 
forward to a warm and 
sunny summer! (Teachers 
are born optimists and 
headteachers even  more 
so!)

Best wishes,
Sarah Duffy

Headteacher

The Beach

Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
That’s the sound
The sea makes.
Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
Splendid sea shells on the sea shore.

Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
The sea is like a blue blanket 
Of dreams.
Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
The glass that has been washed.
Upon the sea shore is a path
To where the fishes play.

Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
The sea is a wondrous school.
Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
The colourful houses, the beach houses
Are like fruits of the seasons in a bowl.

Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
When you paddle its like bouncing on a 
soft feather bed.
Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa,
That’s why the beach is 
Wonderful, fantastical, a miracle.
Wisha, Washa, Wisha, Washa.

By Lily Hedge Evans
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My Family

My Dad is like a wish upon a star.
He is a comfy pillow to relax on.
He is my great, giant Dad.
He’s the one to hug.
He looks like a big red apple.

My Mum is as bright as the moon.
She is like a fuzzy bear.
She is gold, very gold
And as kind as kind can be.
She’s a beautiful butterfly flying high.

My sister is as good as gold.
She’s  like a lion roaring loudly.
She is so fast I can’t catch her up.
She’s a kind kite flying in the air.
She’s a colourful bird chasing the bees.

My family are very special to me.
Can’t you see.
They will save me from everything.
The beautiful butterfly,
The kind kite,
The big red apple
Are all mine.

By Lily Bright

The Coral Reef

The sea was quiet,
The sun reflected on
The pale blue surface
Which made it sparkle like
A million diamonds in a treasure chest.
The life of fishes and dolphins who glide by
Like clouds in the sky.

Many colours of this ocean stand
Out like rainbows under water.
While a variety of fish come out
From the rocks.
Some the size of bicycles.
Some the size of two pound coins.

As the sun goes down,
A moonlight glimmer showers the water.
Mysterious creatures are lurking in the 
current
For the sea, beauty is always
Below.

By Ruby Hughes.

My Annoying Brother

He is a little monkey,
He never shuts up!
He’s a little ape that eats apples.
He is a noise player.
He is a playful little boy.
He is a boy that plays with balls.
He is stinky like a bit of mud,
He is a little devil who does not let you do 
your homework,
He tries to rip the paper,
BUT you could not
Live without him.

By Ethan Roff Conway
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Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing 

aromatherapy/holistic massage with 
soothing essential oils.

Facial massage

LYNNE KELLY

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

St Gennys & Local areas

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 230933

Mobile: 07751 508800

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves 
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis, 
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain, 
minor aches and pains. 
Slimming Treatment. G5.

THE
HARBOUR 

LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing

We are approved stockists of famous brand names 
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH

Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you
tel: 01840 250374

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce

Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns

For more information on joining contact:
Chris Searle (treasurer)  250225

Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open 
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

As ever the management 
& staff at the Napoleon 
Inn worked hard to make 
their Christmas & New 
Year celebrations go with a 
bang!!

There was mulled wine, 
homemade mince pies & 
music on Christmas Eve, 
followed by a fantastic 
Christmas Day lunch 
produced by our head 
chef & her talented team.  

The Nap Celebrates Another Great Festive Season
Everyone agreed it was the 
best ever and they all left 
with huge smiles & full 
bellies!! 

The Nap’s New Year’s 
Eve Party is always a great 
fun event to attend & as 
ever so many people made 
a huge effort to come along 
in fancy-dress….big thanks 
to all who helped make it 

Winners…Bob & Fiona                 Bar manager Julie & 
Landlord Ron  Muffett 

such a great evening.
Music was from the ever 

fabulous JARKA boys who 

Landlady Sharon Muffett & Karen Perry

always put on a good set 
...thanks boys!! 

Roll on next year…we 
have some amazing plans!!!

BD
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Table Top Sale
&

Coffee Morning
Wednesday 17th April

10.30 – 12.30
Boscastle Village Hall
Refreshments, Raffle
Cakes, Produce etc.

Boscastle WI

Marshgate WI News
Outwardly respectable Kaye 
Wadey shared the secret 
of her guilty passion with 
Marshgate WI members 
at their first meeting of 
the year in Otterham and 
St Juliot Village Hall last 
week (Thurs 10th).

Her urges take her 
to antiques markets and 
junk shops, where she 
sometimes treats herself to 
a tiny but beautiful item 
made from or ornamented 
with mother-of-pearl.

Kaye, who is the 
institute’s vice president, 
confessed that she now 
has drawers-full of knick-
knacks, and showed a 
selection of her treasures, 
from a natty pair of opera 
glasses to tiny Art Deco 
buttons. Her collection 
also includes button 
hooks, tiny pocket knives, 
card counters, bookmarks 
and a delightful little 
oyster shell that opens to 

reveal a compact mirror.  
Her interest began in 
childhood, when she 
would save her pocket 
money, often in farthings, 
to buy herself these pearly 
treats.

Marshgate WI ’s next 
meeting is the annual 
meeting on 14th February, 
but all other meetings, 
held at 7pm on the second 
Thursday of the month, 
are open to visitors.  Why 
not come along and meet 
us ?

Wendy Trevennor

Boscastle WI News
2013 has flown by with 
plenty of interesting WI 
activity throughout the 
year. Meetings were  very 
well attended. Members 
enjoyed outings and 
garden visits. Jill Clark 
our President, worked 
exceptionally hard for 
the members keeping 
the meetings lively and 
interesting.

February was our 
annual meeting, another 
well attended meeting 
bringing forth new 
committee members. 
Jill’s popularity and jovial 
manner ensured she was 

voted in as President for 
2013. After the business 
part of the meeting, Jill was 
not going to let us race for 
the cakes and refreshments 
too soon, cakes have to be 
earned.  We formed small 
groups to participate in a 
Cornish Place Name quiz 
which turned the grey 
matter into something 
quite spectacular; we were 
on a roll with the answers 
coming fast and furious.

Thank you to all the 
members for arriving at 

meetings with smiling 
faces. Thanks also to 
Sandra who makes sure 
the hall is ready and warm 
for the meetings.

We meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month 
at Boscastle Village Hall 
at 2pm from October 
to March and at 7pm 
from April to September. 
Contact either Jill on 
01840 250156 or Val on 
01840 261582 for more 
information, or just come 
along and bring a friend.

Val Gill

Tel: 01840 214891
Mobile: 07787 576345

Arthur W. Bryant
The

Funeral Service
PROFESSIONAL, CARING AND
PERSONAL ATTENTION
24 HOURS A DAY

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

·

·

19 MARKET PLACE
CAMELFORD
CORNWALL
PL32 9PD
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The Wellington
Hotel Boscastle

The Long Bar
Open from 11.00 am for:

Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks 

The Waterloo Restaurant
Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining

Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Pub                      Restaurant                   Hotel

Families Welcome          Beer Garden          Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202

www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com

The Bottreaux Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG

Private Parties & Functions catered for your 
Special Occasion or for a get-together of family or 
friends in our licensed bar & dining room reserved 

exclusively for your party.
We can offer a sit-down meal for 8-20 people 
or buffet style up to approximately 30 to suit 

individual requirements.
For further details please call 

Heather or Nicola 01840 250231
email info@boscastlecornwall.co.uk

www.boscastlecornwall.co.uk

What better way to spend 
Mother’s day, or at least, part 
of it, than in the company, 
minds and hearts of your 
children? Or, failing this, 
at least on the telephone 
to them, thanking them 
for the beautiful bunch of 
flowers and assorted cards 
and photographs which 
you have received from 
them. 

One of the finest aspects 
of the conversations, and 
interestingly enough the 
separately conducted 
conversations with two 
different children, a son 
and a daughter, who both 
live in different countries, 
hundreds of miles apart, 
is the way in which the 
conversations follow an 
eerily similar pattern, not 
identical, you understand, 
but with re-occurring 
themes which echo the 
traumatic experiences of 
their early childhood days. 
Experiences, which, only 
too evidently, persist into 
adulthood and what might, 
uncharitably be described 
as early middle age. 

At this point I may as 
well confess, on the matter 
of age, that quite recently 
one of my granddaughters 
earnestly asked me, ‘Gran, 
were you born in the olden 
days?’ I thought it unwise 
to contest the matter and 
confessed that I was. In 
fact, for her no doubt 
anything earlier that the 
the year 1995 would count 
as ‘olden days’.

Back to the phone 
conversations: ‘Do you 
remember when…?’ can 
be an opening surprisingly 
full of pitfalls and surprises. 

On separate occasions, 
on separate phone calls 
and in different countries 
- admittedly on the same 
evening - both of my 
children asked me if I 
remembered the occasion 
when, late on in the 
evening, and after a fairly 
jolly social time, I tried to 
cook chips in lime cordial. 
(For those of you who 
find nothing startling in 
this question, and there 
may be some amongst our 
readers who have more 
interesting things to do 
than concern themselves 
with the cooking of chips, 
I should point out that it 
would be more traditional 
to use corn oil, olive oil or 
some similar substance.) 
It is clear to me that this 
culinary innovation of mine 
was a significant moment 
in their childhoods and 
one that had remained 
with them both well into 
adulthood, as both of them 
asked me several times, as 
if this occasion was one 
suitable for laughter. It is 
clear that neither of them, 
and this may be a truth 
which extends far beyond 
my children, has any 
appreciation of the extent 
of my culinary originality 
and inventiveness. But it 
was a truly lovely Mother’s 
Day. 

AR

Mother’s Day Musings Sails Café & Terrace 
6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Breakfast
Freshly Battered Cod and Chips
“New” Freshly Prepared PIZZA

Traditional Cornish Pasties
Baked Daily

Real Fruit Smoothies - Kelly’s Ice Cream
Cornish Cream Teas
2 Main Meals for £12

2 Main Meals with bottle of wine for £20
OPEN FOR DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY

7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8 ‘ish’
Bookings Welcome 01840 250501 
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The Reading Room
The New Year arrived 

on the back of a treacherous 
storm which raged around 
our cliffs and coves. The 
sea carried an enormous 
swell and huge sets of 
waves came crashing and 
breaking across the mouth 
of our tiny harbour. Once 
more our little fishing 
village became the scene 
of a dramatic rescue. These 
ancient cliffs can bear 
witness to wrecks, capsizes 
and floods.

As with the events of 
2004, displays of bravery 
and courage never cease to 
amaze us. Too often boats 
have perished - the ‘Jessie 
Logan’, the ‘Defence’, the 
‘Alliance’ and many more. 
Each time the villagers 
give succour, rendering 
assistance to whoever is in 
need.

As 2012 gave way 
to 2013, RNLI vessel, 
‘Copeland Bell’, battled 
with high winds, a heavy 
ground sea and a flooding 
tide running in the harbour 
mouth to bring a casualty 
to land. The crew brought 
to bear skills of the highest 
calibre and put their own 
lives selflessly at risk that 
night.

As I made my way 
to the ancient Reading 
Room today my thoughts 
drift out to all those who 
have suffered at the mercy 
of the sea or floods. Our 
communities owe so 
much to the unstinting 
volunteers who offer their 
commitment to the RNLI, 
HM Coastguards and other 
rescue services in order that 

they are available in our 
time of need.

I trudge on through 
yet another stormy night 
towards the welcoming 
glow of the Reading 
Room. As I turn the key 
in this ancient door and 
step inside, I allow the 
warmth and familiarity to 
wash over me and I feel so 
very fortunate. Fortunate 
for the companionship of 
books and fortunate that 
people before us have felt 
moved to record, in the 
written word or with more 
modern technology, the 
events of their time. With 
their legacy we can revisit 
and explore the world 
of our ancestors for our 
pleasure and to gain insight 
and knowledge relevant to 
our lives today.

Step inside with the 
bookworms now and join 
us as we explore the lives 
between the pages of the 
books we have shared since 
we were with you last.

Salt & Honey by Candi 
Miller

Candi Miller did a 
degree in journalism in 
South Africa and worked 
for a decade in advertising 
as a copywriter. Later she 
became a feature writer for 
home interest magazines 
whilst also penning some 
short stories. For many 
years she has tutored 
creative writing and she is 
currently teaching Creative 
and Professional Writing 
at The University of 
Wolverhampton.

She spent ten years 
researching, including 

going to live with one of 
the Kalahari tribes, before 
completing ‘Salt & Honey’, 
and getting it published. It 
was her first novel and she 
has since written a sequel 
‘Kalahari Passage’.

‘Salt & Honey’ is 
a heartfelt novel. It is 
beautifully written, 
skilfully bringing alive the 
desert, its plants and 
animals, the stars and sky. 
Her biggest achievement is 
that she doesn’t tell a story, 
she paints it in front of the 
reader’s eyes. Yet Candi 
Miller also deals sensitively 
with big themes. The 
book is set in South 
Africa around the middle 
of the last century when 
apartheid was warping 
the morals of ordinary 
people. It essentially, 
highlights two very distinct 
life styles. I.e. The native 
nomadic Khoisan Tribe 
and the white Boer people 
that were taking over their 
land. 

Koba, a Khoisan girl, 
with a hunter-gatherer life, 
of family and tribe and 
ancestors, is torn apart when 
her parents are murdered by 
white Boer hunters in front 
of her. Those men, who 
slaughtered her parents, 
then take her away from 
her desert home, to live 
in exile alongside a white 
family - Marta Marais, her 
husband Deon and her son 
Mannie.

The bookworms really 
enjoyed this book and felt 
it had a very good style of 
writing which used words 
carefully and economically. 
Our sympathies lay with the 
Khoisans but we wondered 
whether this was, in part, 
due to the skilful way the 
author had organised her 
story and painted such 
a compelling picture for 
us. As our discussion 
progressed it was suggested 
that it was, perhaps, 
quite obvious that it had 
been written by a white 
person, as one bookworm 
detected a patronising 
attitude towards Koba. 

Styling irons
Swiss skin care for 
Men and Women
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The Reading Room
continued

The white characters were 
also considered to be 
stereotypes perhaps being 
created just to give different 
view points on the South 
African situation. Then 
again isn’t this what novels 
set out to do?

This book stimulated 
much discussion, added to 
by a bookworm who had 
lived in South Africa for a 
while.  Every bookworm 
absorbed a lot from this 
book. It is very thought 
provoking and we would 
urge you to read it. We are 
all looking forward to the 
sequel.

Storyline: 7.75
Quality of Writing: 7.5

Broken Glass by Alain 
Mabanckou

 Alain Mabanckou is 
well known as the author 
of seven novels and six 
collections of poetry. His 
novels have been translated 
into more than fifteen 
languages, including 
Hebrew, Korean, Spanish, 
Catalan, and Norwegian. 
He is known as one of 
the most important and 
decorated authors writing 
in French today.

This author also had a 

passion for literature and 
a dislike of the restraints 
which seemed an unwritten 
code in French literacy 
circles. He used his writing 
as a tool to exact change. 

 Alain Mabanckou calls 
himself an African writer. 
He was born in Africa 
but brought up in France. 
He now teaches French 
in Los Angeles where he 
lives. He has attempted in 
this book to take from the 
Congolese way of speaking 
and put it into the French. 
He published this book in 
French in 2006 and had 
it translated into English 
in 2009. He praises the 
way the way the translator 
upheld the aim of his 
original work.

Broken Glass is written 
with “no full stops, 
only commas and more 
commas.” There is a lack of 
paragraphs and sentences. 
He says this was an act of 
rebellion just the same as 
his mode of dress was when 
he was a teenager.

 Bookworms found this 
rather disconcerting and 
at least one of them found 
it exhausting as there was 
little opportunity to ‘draw 
breath’! Mabanckou did 

this to convey to the reader 
the way that life was led in 
this place. 

Broken Glass is the 
barman in a bar called 
‘Credit Gone West’ which 
is owned by Stubborn Snail. 
Early in the novel, Broken 
Glass records Stubborn 
Snail’s intentions in giving 
him the notebook: “he 
said he didn’t want Credit 
Gone West just to vanish 
one day, and added that 
people in this country have 
no sense of the importance 
of memory now that the 
days when grandmothers 
reminisced from their 
deathbeds was now gone. 
. .” . Mabanckou is quoted 
as having said himself:

 ‘Every time an old 
person dies a library 
disappears’. 

This oral tradition is 
brought to bear on the 
stories of the customers in 
this bar who are essentially 
Congolese riffraff. The 
patrons of Credit Gone 
West are all obsessed with 
the stories of their past. 
Whether it is their glories 
or their extreme failures, 
something led them to 
live out their old age in 
the bar. Broken Glass sets 
out to explain the way we 
understand and mediate 
our collective histories. 

This novel reveals the 
depth and breadth of 
Mabanckou’s aforesaid 
engagement with writers 
from across the world. In 
the story he makes passing 
reference to many authors. 

The bookworms felt 
that if the reader did not 
realise this, much of the 
humour would be lost. 
They also felt that the style 
of writing was distracting 

and frustrating. Some 
bookworms struggled so 
much that they could not 
see the point of bothering 
to finish this book. The 
writing style was certainly 
very intense, searching and 
striving. One bookworm 
said it was ‘a triumph of 
style over substance’! The 
same bookworm felt that 
with great books you do 
not depend on references 
to lots of literary figures 
and books written before 
yours. The reader should 
be effortlessly drawn in. 
Another remarked it was 
like chewing on Broken 
Glass! This bookworm felt it 
was crude and rambling but 
just like a drunk talking at 
a bar. The disappointment 
was that it failed to paint 
a picture of the place in 
which the story was set... 
Even when you know why 
Mabanckou wrote it, it is 
still not a compelling read.

Storyline:2
Quality of Writing: 3 .5

Lollipop Shoes by Joanne 
Harris

Joanne Harris was 
born in Barnsley in 1964 
to a French mother and 
an English father. She 
graduated from Cambridge 
and is now married living 
just 15 miles from where 
she was born. Her hobbies 
include playing bass guitar 
in a rock band which she 
formed when she was 16.

Lollipop Shoes is a 
sequel to her first bestseller, 
‘Chocolat’ & it is set four 
years after. It was first 
published in America 
as ‘The Girl with No 
Shadow’. It is another adult 
fairy tale but as the author 
points out herself: If her 

PENNING
P A I N T I N G
Private and commercial Painters and decorators

CORNWALL DEVON

01840 250047     01626 337596

Building &
ProPerty Maintenance
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Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates

Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

R. MEARS & Sons
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Vac & Brush
Cowl fitting service

CCTV investigation work carried out
01840 261 221 • 077375 33392

www.sweepcornwall.com
Covering Cornwall & West Devon

Est. over 30 years
N0711/30134

The Reading Room
continued

Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

first book was described 
as ‘milk chocolate’ then 
Lollipop Shoes is ‘70% 
dark chocolate’. It is more 
openly mystical, the story 
is told in the first person 
from the three viewpoints 
of Vianne, Zozie and 
Anouk. The narrator in 
each chapter is indicated 
by the three icons: a sun, 
a black cat and a crescent 
moon.

Lollipop Shoes is 
acclaimed as a ‘sensory 
fantasy which is written 
with an original and 
poetic flair’. After leaving 
Lansquenet-sous-Tannes, 
where ‘Chocolat’ was set, 
Vianne has been living in 
the Montmartre quarter 
of Paris for the past four 
years. She has forsaken 
magic to live a normal, 
if unhappy, life and is 
quietly resigned to having 
lost her identity. Then, on 
All Hallows’ Eve, into her 
life comes the mysterious 
and free-spirited Zozie de 
l’Alba, forcing her to fight 
back, reclaiming both her 
identity and her magic.

The bookworms were 
divided in their opinions 
of this book. Some 
found the writing style 
unappealing. It was a 
collection of synonyms to 
demonstrate points and 
this was irritating.  One 
enjoyed it initially but then 
found it tiresome and so 
did not get beyond page 
175. Another found it hard 
to become absorbed as she 
was not drawn to any of 
the characters, feeling no 
warmth towards them. It 
was thought the characters 
did not become believable. 

Some bookworms took a 
while to get into the story 
as the characters were the 
sort that always moved on 
and thus found it was hard 
to feel an empathy with 
them.

Other bookworms felt it 
was a real page turner with 
a superb plot and they did 
not want to put it down. 
Her writing style was easy 
to read with paragraphs that 
were a good size and not too 
long. They enjoyed the use 
of three different voices to 
tell the story. It could have 
been confusing but adding 
the distinguishing icon at 
the start of each chapter 
was a touch of inspiration. 
The chocolate shop was an 
ideal place in which to set 
the unfolding of events and 
the canvas for painting the 
portraits of the characters. 
Joanne Harris has the gift 
of astute observation of 
people and she has used it to 
good effect in her writing. 
The inclusion of magic was 
skilfully used as in many of 
the situations it could be 
explained away rationally 
as intuition or coincidence. 
However there were spells 
and incantations being 
performed at times and 
all the bookworms agreed 
that the ending became too 
fantastical.

Storyline: 6.5
Quality of writing: 6.5

May your reading 
transport you to fantastic 
and magical places my 
friends until we meet again 
in the Reading Room
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Moira Hart’s 
Fiendish Crossword

Across Down
1 religious festival 1 spice

9 tree 2 gypsy

12 musical instrument 3 frozen water

13 man’s name 4 dish of raw fish

14 retribution 5 group of three

15 shaded 6 parasite plant

17 very warm 7 adjective

18 lower part of wall 8 fruit

19 woman’s name 9 jewellery

20 colourful fish 10 want

23 starchy tuber 11 West Indian plant

25 animal 16 vetch

27 mooring post on ship 21 alternatively

28 perform 22 supplier of provisions

28 increase 24 bottomless chasm

29 colour 26 willow branch

32 obtain 30 studio

33 absorbant paper 31 group of houses larger than 
a hamlet

35 shade or colour 35 woman’s name

37 otherwise 36 man’s name

39 morning 38 scraps

41 distress 40 Icelanic poem

44 jewelled headband 42 cheese

47 high moorland 43 layer

48 exists 45 lair

49 deteriorates 46 musical note

50 sphere of activity

51 pantry

 

 answers on page  38

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle

Tel; 01840 250204

A delightful 16th century pub full of character with open fires 
BREAKFAST served daily from 11am – 2pm

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or restaurant
Booking is advisable

Lunchtime Specials all under £5.00
Large safe beer garden

Live Music Every Friday Night
Traditional Cornish singing from the

 Boscastle Buoys every Tuesday night

For an up to date list of all our events please go to
www.napoleoninn.co.uk or 

join us on Facebook at nap natterings

1 2 3  4 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 11

12 13

14 15 16

19 17 18  

19  23 20 21 22 24

23 24 27 25 26

 27 31 28 33

29 30 31 32

36 33 34 38 35 36

41 37 39 38 39 40  

40 45 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 48

49 54

50 51  

Blowhole Team
BOSCASTLE

Dear Team

 Herewith my fee for another year
 Of Blowhole, as it doth appear
 Each issue eagerly awaited
 So that with Boscastle news we’re sated
 It keeps us really weell in touch
 And we anticipate it much
 (A slip of grammar – apology!
 I was never much good at philology)
 I could write more but what the hell,
 Enough of this stupid dogger – el!

 Best wishes for another  
 successful year

  Mike Clay

“Nestled into the beautiful 
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour, 
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”

www.valencybandb.com

Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF

01840 250397

Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering

ValencyValencyValency
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Harbourmaster’s News
“ From Padstow Point 

to Lundy Light a watery 
grave by day or night “

I had a telephone call 
from Colin Gregory of the 
Cornish Guardian on the 
12th February asking me 
for my comments about 
the bomb down at the 
Harbour which was in fact 
complete news to me as I 
had no idea about any such 
thing.

I told Colin truthfully 
that I had been on a course 
in St Austell on the day 
in question  - he laughed 
a good deal - and I read 
in the paper two days 
later that an old war time 
grenade had been found 
during some building 
works and detonated by 
the bomb squad. So no 
worries there for me but we 
did have another perhaps 
more dramatic incident on 
New Year’s Eve when again 
I received a telephone call 
this time from the station 
officer of the Port Isaac 

Port Isaac to Boscastle 
in a small open boat is a 
long way and it was dark 
by the time I got to the 
quayside. The life boat was 
against the road ladder 
tied up and it took me ten 
minutes or so to find the 
crew, who had gone to the 
Cobweb for some warmth 
- and where the staff 
thought they were revellers 
in fancy dress! Anyway, it 
was quickly clear to me 
that the lifeboat would 
have to come out of the 
water as there was surf in 
the harbour and a risk of 

lifeboat asking if they 
could have some assistance 
following a rescue near 
Tintagel late that afternoon. 
It transpired that having 
picked up a casualty in 
the water the helmsman  
and crew decided to make 
for Boscastle with the 
light fading and a heavy 
groundsea running rather 
than trying to get back to 
their base.

capsize. I illuminated the 
slipway with the lights from 
my land rover and Michael 
Parsons made his pickup 
truck available and the 
boat was pulled up beyond 
the high water mark and 
taken by trailer back to 

Port Isaac the following 
day. We managed to take a 
photograph.

I have to say I was in 
the Port Isaac lifeboat crew 
myself from 1974 until 
1985 - I moved to Boscastle 
in 1985 and I have no 
doubt that bringing the 
boat into the harbour 
that night in the half light 
through surf with rocks 
littered all around was an 
extremely difficult task. The 
story has a happy ending in 
that the casualty who had 
spent forty five minutes 
in the water recovered in 
Derriford hospital.

Given the caption at 
the head of my article it 
does occur to me that in 
Boscastle we ought to think 
about creating our own 
inshore lifeboat station as it 
really is difficult and time 
consuming for Port Isaac 
to come east of Tintagel 
head and Bude to venture 
far west of Cam Beak  
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NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW

Phone: 01840 211054  Mobile: 07976 412374

Will undertake any interior or exterior work 
on your house including:

Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry  

Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for 

conservatories

BoscastLE’s famous

musEum
of

witchcraft

opEN DaiLY  apriL - haLLowEEN  01840 250111

The Awful Disclosures of 
Maria Monk - What I have 
Written is True!  (undated, 
Modern Fiction, London)
How to Recognise Leprosy  
(undated, publisher not 
stated c1930)
The Book of Blank Maps 
(with Instructions) (undated, 
Foulsham & Co)
Cookery for the Middle 
Classes (undated, Heywood 
& Son)
Fifty Faggots  (by ‘Julian’, 
undated, John Miles 
Publishers)
The Humour of Germany, 
by Hans Muller Casenov 
(1895, Walter Scott Ltd)
How Nell Scored, by Bessie 
Marchant (undated, 
Thomas Nelson and Sons 
Ltd)
Totty, the Truth about 
Ten Mysterious Terms, by 
Bertram Smith (1950, 
Latimer House Ltd)
Welsh in a Week, by Stephen 
J. Williams (undated, Evans 
& Short)
Christie’s Old Organ, by 
Mrs O.E. Walton (1888, 
Religious Tract Society)
Muffs and Morals, by Pearl 
Binder (1953, George 
Harrap)
What to Do if It’s Catching 
(undated, Newton, 
Chambers and Co)
Rock Climbs Around 
London, by H Courtney 
Bryson (1936, St George’s 
Press)

Fifty Shades of Grey - Part 2
Following the under 
whelming response to last 
issue’s recommended book 
list of the great unread, 
Book Room adherents 
might consider some of 
these additional titles to 
add:

Fairies I Have Met, by Mrs 
Randolph Stowell (1907, 
John Lane)
Self-Education for the Police, 
by H.Childs (undated, 
Police Review Publishing)
Resistance of Piles to 
Penetration, by Russell 
V. Allin (1935, E & F N 
Spon)
Scientific Amusements, by 
Tom Tit (c1920, Thomas 
Nelson & Sons)
Simple Hints for Mothers on 
the Sex-Training of Boys, by 
Mrs Clare Goslet (undated, 
self published)
Two Health Problems: 
Constipation and Our 
Civilisation, by James 
C Thomson (1954, 
Thomason’s Publishers)
Pamela Pounce: A Tale of 
Tempestuous Petticoats, by 
Agnes Castle (Undated, 
Hodder & Stoughton)
Incurables & Humour 
(undated, no publisher 
stated)
And from my personal 
collection:
Sally Cocksure by Ierne L. 
Plunkett  (1925, R Clay 
and Sons)
Queer Island, by Violet 
Methley (undated, Blackie 
& Son)

CR 



Page 3�   Boscastle Blowhole Spring �013 

Lower Meadows
Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation


Offering a warm welcome, our own parking, 
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.

Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• New Builds • Renovations 
• Roofing • Plastering

• Stonework • Drain Clearance
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

Boscastle Beauty Therapy
01840 250526

www.boscastlebeautytherapy.co.uk
Manicure, Pedicure, Facials, Waxing, Massage and now 

AHFrancis Semi Permanent Eyelash Extensions
Ring to discuss which treatments you would like.

Mini treatments/tasters for girls nights out/hen parties/
one off special parties.

Organic Trevarno from Helston - products for body and 
face and Sparitual eco conscious, vegan products for nails

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS, 
PLASTERING

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL 
YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.

BOSCASTLE
01840250100 - 07969118058Dear Editor

I’d like to thank everyone 
in Boscastle who sponsored 
me for my recent half-
marathon in Malta, in aid 
of Woodlarks Camp Site 
Trust.

Woodlarks is a 
permanent camp site where 
people with disabilities can 
have camping holidays. 
There is a lovely heated 
outdoor swimming pool 
but the changing rooms 
are no longer suitable for 
today’s campers, many 
of whom have multiple 
disabilities. 

The half-marathon was 
a major challenge for me 
as I started running less 
than a year ago, and many 

Half-Marathon in Malta

people will remember that 
before my hip replacement 
in 2009 I could barely walk 
across the room. 

The support from my 
Boscastle friends meant a 
great deal to me and helped 
to spur me on when I felt 
like giving up. Also, the 
Woodlarks team of me and 
my friend Ian have raised 
just over £2000 in total for 
the new changing rooms.
There are some pictures 
here and more can be seen 
online at:
http://www.woodlarks.
org.uk/woodlarks-half-
marathon-in-malta/

Best wishes
Caroline Jarrett
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Full elections of councillors to 
Cornwall Council and Parish and 
Town Councils will be held on 
Thursday 2nd May 2013.

Anyone wishing to be a candidate 
at the May 2013 elections must 
complete and submit nomination 
papers to the Returning Officer at 
the relevant office before 12 noon on 
Friday 5th April 2013.

Local Government 
Elections

25 Issues ago in the Blowhole

The Winter 2006 edition of the 
Blowhole reported how, following a 
chance meeting with a talent scout, 
Albert Mordue had been offered a 
place on a reality tv programme, 
Channel Five’s ‘Make Me a 
Supermodel’. To the surprise of his 
family, and after much deliberation, 
he decided to accept the challenge.

His mum Michelle wrote:
“How strange for us to watch the 

country decide if Albert really was 
supermodel material. He wasn’t allowed 
any contact with the outside world but 
at least we could still see him on tv four 
nights a week.

After five weeks of the reality show 

and the great support of Boscastle and 
the rest of Cornwall, Albert was in 
the final. No comfy seats that night! 
Everybody was on the edge! Would he 
or wouldn’t he?

He was told to make the final 
catwalk his own. He did!!! He was 
amazing and I was the proudest Mum 
in the world. He stayed true to himself 
and definitely shone above the rest 
– Well done Albert!”

Albert was given a contract with 
Select, a top model agency and has 
worked on various commissions 
since then.

In January 2013, Albert was 
abroad on holiday. Yet his family and 

Boscastle Walking Week
The Sixth Boscastle Walking Week 
takes place from Monday 15th April 
to Friday 19th April. Walks vary in 
length and difficulty and include 
village trails, coastal walks, Roughtor 
rambles and much more. Throughout 
the week there are various other 
activities and special meal deals at the 
Wellington, Cobweb and Riverside. 

For information about the walks 
and other events during the week, 
contact Boscastle Visitor Centre 
01840 250010.

Details can also be found on the 
website:  www.boscastlefestival.co.uk

Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 June
Boscastle balsam pull
Spend a day out in the fresh air and 
play a part in the National Trust’s 
important conversation work? 
Come along and join National Trust 
rangers and students from Cornwall 
College, Newquay and help to clear 
this invasive plant from the Valency 
Valley.
10am – 4pm
Meet in the main car park in Boscastle. 
Please wear appropriate clothing, and 
bring gloves, something to drink and 
lunch.

friends were able to see him when 
they opened their newspapers – he 
was on page 2 of The Telegraph and 
The Guardian, reproduced above. 



Page 3�   Boscastle Blowhole Spring �013 

Pete’s 
Peeps

at the Past
14 APRIL 1815
The Giant Chillcot
A man aged 60 yrs known 
as the “Giant Chillcot” died 
at Trenaw in the parish of 
Tintagel of an apoplectic 
fit. He was 6ft 4ins tall, 6ft 
9ins round the chest and 
round the full thigh 3ft 
4ins and weighed 460lbs. 
He was always smoking and 
consumed 3lbs of tobacco a 
week. His greeting to many 
strangers “come under my 
arm, little fellow.”

23 MAY 1862
Cooked on Ingots of Tin
At Bolitho’s smelting 
house, the 12 year old 
Prince Arthur was amazed 
to see cooks, cooking 
steaks & chops on semi-
molten blocks of tin in 
true Cornish tradition at 
Chyandour & to watch the 
gravy hissing away on the 
silvery mass.

7 MARCH 1862
Cornwall’s First Traction 
Engine
An engine with 2 carriages 
(capable of carrying 7 tons 
each) arrived at Trebursye 
mine from Lincoln 
(Messrs. Taplin & Co.). It 
came by rail to Tavistock, 
then by road for 3½ days 
to Trebursye, it weighs 
10 tons. Hundreds of 
people turned up to see 
the first locomotive near 
Launceston. There is tons 
of ore waiting to be taken 
to the port of Boscastle by 
this engine & to bring back 
coal.

29 AUG 1862
A Helpless Giant Beside 
The Road
After undergoing repairs 
for several months, the 
steam engine at Trebursye 
commenced working and 
arrived at Boscastle the 
same day with 14 tons of 
ore. The next day a number 
of persons assembled to 
witness the departure from 
Boscastle with 9 tons of 
coal, up the Launceston 
road. After about a ½ 
mile, one of the wheels slid 
into the water-table & the 
extra strain to bring it out 
caused a breakage in the 
machinery and it is now a 
helpless giant on the side of 
the road.
[The locomotive completed 
its first journey from 
Trebursye to Boscastle on 
April 17th with 7 tons of ore 
for export, after about 14 
days delay due to inadequate 
roads & breakages. It 
caused widespread interest 
throughout Cornwall.]

6 SEPT 1875
A Five Year Old In The 
Dock
Children fined by the 
Magistrates at Callington. 
At the petty sessions 
William (7 yrs) and Alfred 
(5 yrs) Irwin, sons of a 
builder of Callington, 
were summoned for 
wilfully damaging a well 
(at Pengelly) and fouling 
the water in it. The Bench, 
after some consternation, 
said they found the boys 
guilty and fined them £1 

and costs. The father said 
the children were in court, 
and the Bench could send 
them to prison (in lieu of 
the fine). The children were 
then removed to the police 
station. They were kept 
there until 9 p.m. when 
their father, repenting of 
his determination not to 
interfere in the matter, paid 
the fine and cost of £2.8s.

11 JULY 1817
Window Tax
A notice for farmers, being 
a tenant of the farm, he 
is exempt for one glazed 
window either in the dairy 
or cheese-room, or a room 
used for both purposes, 
providing the house was 
used as a farm house and 
that he is allowed one 
glazed window, not one in 
the dairy and one in the 
cheese-room. 

5 DEC 1872
The First Public 
Elementary School
St. Austell has the honour 
of opening the first school 
erected in England by a 
school board under the 
provisions of the Education 
Act of 1870. Erected at 
Mount Charles there are 
separated rooms for boys 
and girls and a class room 
attached to each. It will 
accommodate 375 children 
at a cost of £945.
[Since 1833, Government 
aid towards the building of 
schools by the Church of 
England had increased, but 
there were still areas with 
no schools.]

12 MAR 1874
Letting of St. Ives Quay
The annual letting of St. 
Ives quay in plots, to the 
fish buyers, took place 
on Monday afternoon, 
when the competition was 

more spirited than on any 
previous occasion. The 
biddings were as high as 
4s.9d. per foot frontage, 
down to 9d., according to 
position.

Dec 23 1899
Medal Awarded To 
Tintagel Man
The silver medal and 
diploma awarded by 
the French Government 
to Charlie Hambly of 
Tintagel, for bravery 
shown during the wreck 
of the Gazelle at Pentargon 
in April were publicly 
presented to him at the 
Schoolrooms in Tintagel. 
He is now the proud owner 
of the Board of Trade 
bronze medal, the Italian 
and French silver medal 
and diplomas from the last 
two Governements.

 12 MAR 1874
Navvying On The 
Sabbath
The Cornwall Minerals 
Railway Co. in the course 
of constructing their line 
from Newquay to Fowey, 
have for some weeks past 
been carrying on operations 
between Halloon and the 
Goss Moors. On Sunday 
last about 50 or 60 navvies 
were employed laying the 
metals, and a locomotive 
was kept constantly 
running bringing ballast 
etc and horses and carts 
were in use, in fact the 
whole day was spent as a 
normal working day, and 
with an utter disregard of 
the Sabbath which is deeply 
regretted. As an inducement 
to work, the men were 
offered a plentiful supply 
of beer, and it is reported 
that all those who refused 
to labour were threatened 
with instant dismissal.



Boscastle Blowhole Spring �013    Page 3�

News from the Lookout

Those of you who share our 
walk up to Willapark will no 
doubt find the recent break 
in the monsoon weather 
as welcome as we do - and 
for much the same reasons.
With all the work that 
has been done to smarten 
up the Lookout it seemed 
positively disloyal to arrive 
in muddy boots! (If it has 
rained heavily since 27th 
February my apologies 
for the unwarranted 
optimism).

Another splendid 
Christmas celebration at 
Trevigue with an even 
higher standard of musical 
delights helped us move 
into the New Year on a 
very positive note.

But, unfortunately, 
once again the winter 
marked the passing of one 
of our number with the 
untimely death of John 
Green, a Watchkeeper 
since 2007 and a popular 
Trainer since 2008. Fifteen 
members of the Watch 
attended his funeral and 
our condolences go to his 

wife Christine.
A long-awaited visit to 

Falmouth MCA gave 12 
Watchkeepers a chance to 
see the equipment that HM 
Coastguard use to ensure 
the safety of people afloat 
and ashore and the extent 
of their responsibilities on 
an international scale.This 
was followed by a visit to 
the Search and Rescue 
Exhibition at Falmouth 
Maritime Museum where 
a glance inside a Sea King 
Rescue Helicopter made 
the Lookout seem quite 
cosy.

We also had a 
fascinating talk by a Marine 
Conservation Officer 
from Cornwall Wildlife 
Trusts about the grey seals 
we have near by and the 
different species of whales 
and dolphins that pass our 
shores. We learnt that the 
harbour porpoise was the 
most common inshore and 
that although they had been 
seen from the Lookout they 
are the smallest species and 
not easy to spot. Keep your 
eyes open!

Don’t forget we are 
always happy to say 
“Hello” and we’d be even 
more delighted if any of 
you considered joining as 
Watchkeepers. If you are 
interested in spending a few 
hours each month looking 
out for others, then call our 
Manager, John Davis on  
07791761502.

boscastleit@gmail.com 
TEL : 01840 250 106  MOB : 07976 046 810

Boscastle IT Services

Across 1 Christmas 9 pine 12 ocarina 13 Ed 14 nemesis 
15 tinted 17 hot 18 dado 19 Ann 20 louvar 23 yam 25 ermine 
27 bitt 28 act 29 navy 32 get 33 tissue 35 hue 37 else 39 
am 40 ell 41 afflict 44 diadem 47 fell 48 is 49 degenerate 50 
arena 51 larder

Down 1 cinnamon 2 romany 3 ice 4 sashimi 5 trio 6 mistletoe 
7 an 8 satsuma 9 pendant 10 need 11 eddo 16 tare 21 or 
22 victualler 24 abyss 26 withy 30 atelier 31 village 
34 Serena 36 Emil 38 offal 40 edda 42 feta 43 tier 45 den 
46 me

WESSEX INVESTMENTS 
6 Market Place 

Camelford
PL32 9PB 

Local Office: 01840 212 545 
Mobile: 07855 388562 

lizb@parkwaycornwall.co.uk

Retirement Planning 
Annuities

Investments & Savings 
Mortgages & Equity Release Mortgages 

Life & Critical Illness Cover 
Income Protection 

Private Medical Insurance 
Business Protection 

Inheritance Tax Planning 
Long Term Care Planning 

Initial consultations are without charge or obligation 

Wessex Investments are Financial advisers and are authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Services Authority  

(FRN 136690) 

All advisers at Wessex Investments are members of the Personal 
Finance Society & Chartered Insurance Institute 

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on 
your mortgage 

Old Manor House
Restaurant
Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250251
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

Recently undergone a 
COMPLETE

REFURBISHMENT
Bring this advert with you & eat in for a 

10% DISCOUNT
Serving Breakfast, Morning Coffee,

 Homemade Cornish Cream Tea,
 Lunches & Evening Meals

 Takeaways available ~
 phone your orders in advance then come & pick it up
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Boscastle artist Anita 
Langham has set herself a 
painting challenge this year 
– to complete one painting 
a week of Boscastle and 
the surrounding area. 
She has chosen to the 
challenge public, by 
posting the completed 
pictures on a dedicated 
website: onepaintingaweek.
wordpress.com.

Asked about what made 
her undertake the challenge, 
she says, “For many years 
now I’ve been walking and 
drawing in the countryside 
around Boscastle, 
becoming familiar with all 
its seasons and weathers. 
The wondrous variety of 
different landscapes here – 
wild seas, green woodland, 
cornfields, moors and coast 
– have inspired me to start 
making paintings from my 
drawings. Because I have a 
full-time job, it’s difficult 
to find the time to paint, 
so I felt the challenge of a 
public commitment would 
give me the incentive to 
paint every week.”

In the paintings, Anita 
gives an emotional and 
individual response to the 
landscape. Some are based 
on well-known views, while 
others are of more out-of-

the way places.
She works mainly from 

on-site sketches, but is 
also hoping to make some 
work in the open air (if 
the weather permits!). The 
paintings are on acrylic 
board, and she uses acrylic 
paints and mixed media, 
which includes acrylic inks, 
collage, artists crayons and 
oil pastels.

Paintings are posted on 
the website every Friday. 
There is a facility to sign up 
for regular updates online. 
The original works are for 
sale, and limited edition 
prints are also available 
online and locally.

There will be a chance to 
see her work at the BosFest 
in October, since Anita is 
also planning to exhibit 
some of her work.

Boscastle and Beyond – The Challenge

 New look

 More awards

 Better than ever..

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Orchard Lodge b&b
 Gunpool Lane

 Boscastle
 PL35 0AT

 01840 250418
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Join us for Table Tennis

On Wednesday afternoons at 2 pm
at the Community Centre, Boscastle.

£1.50 for table tennis and a cup of tea.
Men or Ladies, skilled or novice,
ring Jill on 250156 for details or

just come along.

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: (01840) 212666 

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
 for all cars, motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Mobile Library
Tel: 0300 1234111

Calls on alternate Thursdays
St Juliot, Tremorle Farm: 11:05 - 11:15

Wellington Hotel: 11:30 - 11:45
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:11.50 – 12.15

Trevalga, Village Hall: 13:20 - 13:30

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel:  01840 212409
Tuesday:     09.30 - 18.30 
Thursday:   09.30 - 17.00
Friday:        09.30 - 13.30
Saturday:  10.00 - 13.00

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm

Post Office at Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues: eg to 
report a crime or criminal damage, to request 
police advice or attendence, to enquire about 
lost property, to be connected to a police station, 
service or department:                                            101

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                      01840 250209

NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):                0845 4647

Hospitals: 
Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General           01566 765650
Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Stratton              01288 287700
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Truro -Treliske            01872 250000
Plymouth - Derriford            08451 558155

Dental Helpline:            0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:      01872 354 375

Boscastle Visitor Centre:                 01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England                           01840 250359
Methodist                                           01840 214818
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                          01840 250200

Parish Council:
website:                www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
Chairman:                                            01840 250414
Clerk:                                                     01840 210017
email clerk to the council:    forminpc@gmail.com

Village Hall Bookings:                       01840 211343

Community Centre Bookings:        01840 250442

Cornwall Council:                               0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:             01840 214200

Environment Agency:                        0800 807 060

South West Water:                            0800 169 1144

Highways:                                             0300 1234222

RSPCA:               0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:         0800 365 900

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the harbour 

carpark on Fridays , from 1pm until 1.30pm.


