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Fred and Sue Wallis in festive mood. Despite the recent snow, ice and difficult driving conditions,
Fred and Sue did not let their customers down, the door to door deliveries of milk continued as usual.

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the magazine are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Gloria Quinlan,
Daphne Rogers, Ann and Chris Rodda,.
The next Blowhole will be published in June. The deadline for copy is 25th May
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it,
and the publication date may be delayed. Thank you.
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.
Please either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.

For advertising queries, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700
email: easy.print@btconnect.com

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Kimberley Horwell, BEd

Congratulations
to
Kimberley Horwell who
has graduated from the
University of St Mark &
St John in Plymouth with
a BEd degree, class 2.1, in
Primary Education.
Kimberley
attended
Otterham CP school,

then Sir James Smith’s in
Camelford before going on
to Truro College to do her
A levels.
She is currently living in
Plymouth and working as
a supply teacher in various
schools in the Plymouth
and Tavistock area.

Pop-In
The Pop-In is open every Monday morning from
9.30 am - 11 am at the Boscastle Community Centre.
Call in for a cup of tea or coffee. Enjoy a chat. Meet
friends both old and new and catch up on news.
Everyone is welcome.
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Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596

A Cornucopia of
Musical Delights
The Bude Music Society
has
apparently
been
organising classical concerts
for 63 years. I have only
recently discovered this
little gem. The aim is to
present concerts once a
month from September
to April. The artists are
young and very talented
professional
musicians.
The programmes always
include a variety of music
- from Vivaldi to Chopin
to Ravi Shankar and just
about every composer in
between.
Concerts are held on
Thursday evenings or
Sunday afternoons, either
at Budehaven Community
School or the delightful
Minstrels Music Centre at
Camworthy Water.
Sadly, over the years
membership has fallen
from nearly 200 to only 40.
The cost of putting on one
concert can be up to eight
hundred pounds. The ticket
price is only ten pounds.
Mr Micawber would be
turning in his grave! Not to
put too fine a point on it,
what are required are more
bums on seats. It would be
a great shame if the society
were to disappear due to
lack of support.

The final concert of
the season is the ‘English
Piano Trio’ on Thursday,
25th March. The concert
is at Budehaven School at
7.30. Tickets £10 at the
door. Do come along. You
won’t be disappointed.
AS

Boscastle Book
Group
The Book Group in
Boscastle has been running
for two years now, and
during that time we’ve
read a wide range of books,
from ‘Divine Secrets of
the YaYa Sisterhood’ to
‘Human Traces’, via ‘The
Book Thief ’ and ‘Small
Island’. We choose the
books ourselves, and
then order them from the
library, so no financial
outlay involved! We all
read the same book in the
month, and then meet
together to discuss it. We
meet evenings at the Welly
on the first Tuesday of the
month (many thanks to
Suzy and her staff for their
hospitality!)
So if you have time to read
a book a month, and are
free on a Tuesday evening,
we’d love to welcome you.
For more information,
please ring: Anita Langham
01840 250061 or Wendy
Blunt 01840 250661

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk
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Sightsavers International i-click winner

‘Invest to Save Street’ Light Programme

Abigail Dunne, was
recently selected as the
Regional Winner of
the South West 17-18
year-old category in
the 2009 SightSavers
International’s i-click
competition.
Abigail’s photo was
selected from hundreds
of entries submitted
by aspiring young
photographers
from
across the UK and was
displayed in a special
exhibition
alongside
photos taken by Harry
Potter star, Katie Leung
& X-Factor pop sensation
Same Difference at the
gallery@oxo on London’s
South Bank.
The theme for th
competition was ‘Body
Language’.
Abigail is a Year 12
student studying A levels
in Photography, History,
English Literature and
Drama at Budehaven
Community School. Her
winning
photograph
‘Looking into the Past’
shows an elderly, smartly

As part of a three year
‘invest to save’ programme
which began in April
2009, street lights across
Cornwall are being replaced
and new adjustable bulbs
installed. The new heads are
being fitted to the existing
columns and direct the light
down towards the ground.
Decorative and Victorian
lights will be converted to
accept the new equipment.
The new system will help
reduce the impact of ever
increasing energy costs. As
well as saving money, it will
reduce the council’s carbon
footprint and enable us to
be much more flexible in the
way we operate our street
lighting systems.
The technology is brand
new and allows the bulbs,
which produce white light
to give much better light
quality, to be dimmed
to different levels of light
between 100%, 75%, 50%,
25% and completely off.
Unlike the lights we can
dim at home, the new street
lights use less electricity the
dimmer they are. Domestic
lights still use the same
amount of energy no matter
how dim the lights are. The
new lights even let the system
know if there is a fault.
Supported by parish and
town councils, the project
will give local communities
the chance to have their
street lights dimmed on
main roads or switched
off between 12.30am and
5.30am
in
residential
areas and have the lights
automatically reacting to
light levels between dusk
and dawn in urban areas if
they wish.
Once an area has the new
system, Cornwall’s street

dressed man standing on
the cliffs, looking out to sea
and is the cover picture for
the Blowhole this edition.
Sightsavers works in over
30 countries across Africa,
Asia and the Caribbean to
treat and prevent avoidable
blindness and to improve
life for those who are
irreversibly blind. There
are 45 million people in
the world who are blind,
yet a staggering 75% of
blindness can be prevented
or treated, often through
very simple and cost
effective interventions.
www.sightsavers.org

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle

01840 250204
16th century pub full of character

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or
restaurant, booking advisable.
Daily lunchtime specials from only £2.00
All food prepared on the premises using local
produce wherever possible.
Enjoy your meal & drinks in our delightful beer
garden or beer terrace, dogs welcome on a lead.

Live music every Friday night
For more details about the pub, the area & all our
forthcoming events please ring us or
check out our new web site at

www.napoleoninn.co.uk
A warm & friendly welcome awaits you
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lighting team will liaise
with communities, through
their parish councils, to help
them decide what strength
they would like their lights
to be and when they would
like them to be on. To help
them decide initially, we
will set a variety of lights
at different strengths for
everyone to be able to see the
various effects. We may need
to make several adjustments
to find the ideal lighting
for the community and
parishes may try a series of
combinations before settling
on a final ideal solution.
The new system has
several benefits to both
individual communities and
Cornwall as a whole.
Communities will be
able to influence how and
when their streets will be lit.
The new lights are easier
to see by which will help
to make people feel safer
and they also provide better
images on CCTV footage,
which will help with crime
and disorder.
Over 25 years there will
be an estimated £54m saving
on the cost of running the
47,000 street lights across
Cornwall.
Our carbon footprint will
be reduced by 60%, which
is the UK’s target for carbon
emissions by 2050. The new
bulbs need less electricity to
run, which uses less energy
and produces less carbon.
Star gazers will be able
to enjoy the night sky as
light pollution right across
Cornwall will be reduced.
The old lights spill light up
as well as down and create
an orange glow in the sky known as skyglow - which
will be removed by the new
lights.

Happy 40th Birthday Emma
March 13th
Daughter of Barbara &
Graham Sullivan
WIth all our love Clare,
Peter, Conor, Paul, Sophie,
Maisie, Mum & Dad

Best Kept Village 2010
Wake, awake for night
is flying – or in this case
winter!! Yes I know we are
still clutching our thermals
but as my jaunts take me
round the village, already I
see spring flowers daring to
show themselves - swathes
of shy snowdrops, heads
bowed; pale primroses,
robustly hefting aside
decayed leaves; blushing
camellias,
like
prizewinning rosettes and a
host of golden daffodils
celebrating, with golden
trumpets, St David’s Day.
Gardens are awakening
after a harsh winter, so now
is the time for all good
men (and women) to take
stock of their ‘estates’ and

plan their gardens for the
year ahead. With a few
days of sunshine, warm
weather and the fecundity
of nature, it won’t only
be spring flowers that will
awaken – those wily, wild
plants we call weeds will be
shooting up too. So, are we
going to be amongst the
winners of the Best Kept
Village this year? That all
depends on the efforts you
put into your gardening.
If you need inspiration,
we are lucky in Cornwall
to have many gardens
from which to find itPencarrow, Lanhydrock,
Heligan, Trelissick and at
Great Torrington, Devon,
the RHS garden Rosemoor.
Many are open all year
round, though it is best to
check on opening times,
and all are well worth a
visit.
Oh, and the answer to
my question in the last issue
– you haven’t forgotten it
have you?? The question
was ‘who said “the answer
lies in the soil”? – answer
– Arthur Fallowfield (alias
Kenneth Williams!!).
So, how about it? To
borrow a phrase we may
hear a lot of in the future
– ‘Can we (the Boscastle
Garden Enthusiasts) count
on your vote/efforts’? GQ

MK Computers

Juliotter Garden Club
The club meets monthly at
7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month.
Spring Programme:

23rd March: AGM with
mulled wine & light
supper.
27th April: Visit to St Kitts
Nursery (meet at 7pm at
the Nursery).
25th May: Talk on “The
Restoration of Heligan
Gardens.
The Annual plant sale
will take place at 2pm
on Saturday 15th May at
Otterhan & St.Juliot Hall.

Haiti Earthquake
The Otterham and St Juliot
Hall Committee held a
coffee morning in aid of the
Haiti earthquake disaster at
Otterham & St Juliot Hall.
Approximately 50 people
supported the cause.
MP Dan Rogerson
attended and went round
to each table and chatted
to everyone. A general
knowledge quiz was won by
Sue Penny of Marshgate.
A grand total of £513
that was sent to Shelter Box
including donations from
the Benefice of Boscastle
with Davidstow Group of
churches; other donations
were also given after the
morning of the 29th.

Otterham & St Juliot
Hall Quiz Evening
Another fun quiz evening
is planned
Sat May 22nd at 7.30pm
Teams of 6 people @ £5
per person, to include
nibbles, Tea/coffee and
biscuits served at interval
Bring you own wine &
glasses.
Quizmaster:
Peter Richards.
All profit to the New Hall
fund.

Cabaret Supper
Nights
The total net profit from
the two Cabaret Supper
Nights held on 19th and
20th February amounted to
£700. £350 each has been
donated to Boscastle and
Trevalga Village Halls. A
huge vote of thanks goes to
all those who helped and
supported this event.
DL

Cheaper Litres?
Is there anyone who would
be interested in starting up
or joining a group-ordering
scheme for central heating
oil?
Contact Myrna Lester
on 01840 250520 with
ideas or comments on how
such a scheme could best be
set up and smoothly run.

A M HIRCOCK

♦ PC Upgrades and Repair

PLUMBING AND HEATING

♦ Virus Removal and Protection

General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

01840 250320
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Thank you for the Best Party ever!
Thank you for the Best
Christmas Party Ever,
writes Ann Rodda:
Uncle Paul’s brilliant
brainwave, ‘The Boscastle
Builders Grand Christmas
Party for Retired Boscastle
Gentlefolk’ which began as
a gleam in his eye as early
as last May, was finally held
triumphantly in the halls of
the Cobweb on Friday 18
December, 2009. And what
a success it was! It certainly
represented my idea of an
excellent hospitality. We
were warmly welcomed
with a cheering glass of
mulled wine, which was
freely available afterwards,
(I’ve made a note of those
who staggered back more
than three times) and
shown to our beautifully
laid tables.
With a tempting menu
to titillate our taste buds,
(oh, dear!) in the interval
before the meal was
served, we were further
delighted by a sequence
of splendid musical treats,
and even those of us who
have absolutely no musical
talents whatsoever, were
encouraged to join in a
wonderful choral frenzy,
with
John
Maughan
leading the songsters and

Adrian Bright, Charlie Keeran, Sarah-Jayne Mason, Karen Mason,
Julie Boreham, Brian Corrigan, head chef

Maria Nicholls tickling the
ivories.
It was quite heroic
of Adrian and his staff
to undertake such an
enterprise in the immediate
run up to Christmas, when
any establishment must
be at its busiest, and our
congratulations go out
to them. Uncle Paul tells
me that on 26 February
that Adrian is generously
putting on a free curry
night for all the builders
who contributed to the
Best Christmas Party Ever.
What a magnanimous

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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gesture! Congratulations
once again, Cobweb!
Uncle Paul also says that
virtually all the builders
who contributed to the
2009 party are willing to
undertake to support a
similar venture for 2010!
(Just a word of warning to
those who snuck back too
frequently to the mulled
wine table: don’t jeopardise
our chances.) Now that you
know, you can start saving
up for raffle prizes: you just
cannot get enough bath
foam these days, can you?
I have just been reminded

that we have not yet taken
up our raffle prize of four
hour’s builder’s labour
from Seb. How many cups
of tea is that worth? I think
you had better join us one
evening for a glass of wine,
Seb. That sounds like more
fun.
You know who we
have to thank. There are
so many! To start with the Builders themselves:
Malcolm Biddick, Simon
Biddick, Mike Brown,
Vernon Bright, Roger
Coker, Neil Costello, Dean
Dangar, Alan Darlisson,

w r perry & Son
Building contractors
stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

Best party ever
... continued
Sebastian Harlock, Mark
Knowles, John Maughan,
Dan Minor, Barry Mordue,
Thomas Mordue, Barry
Page, Tim Palin, Roger
Perry, Dave Scott, Martin
Smith and, of course,
Uncle Paul. So many others
helped in various ways,
Cheryl Maughan (who took
a bucket around the jolly
revellers and gathered £170
in aid of Air Ambulance),
Joan Kinsman, Sandy
Darlisson, Jackie Page,
Arthur and Maria Nicholls,
Kenny and his bus, as well
as Adrian and all the staff
at the Cobweb. Now I
am going to be caned for
having left someone out: if
so, I apologise. I really want
to come to the next one!

Above: Nicky & Maria Nicholls
Below: Singing Carols in the bar

AR

PS On behalf of the
builders and partners,
Cheryl and Joan have
asked me to add that the
curry night mentioned
above was a hot success.
A great variety of sublime
tastes and accompaniments
ensured that everyone
flocked back for seconds.
Big thank you to Adrian
and staff for a superb meal.
See also ‘Correspondence’
on page 20

HERITAGE

Renovation & Construction Ltd, and
Bespoke Joinery Ltd
Unit 2, Highfield Industrial Estate, Camelford PL32 9RA
✠ Barn conversions New Builds Refurbishment works ✠
✠ Windows Doors Stairs Kitchens ✠
✠ Contemporary and Traditional ✠

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854
www.heritageonsite.co.uk
email: info@heritageonsite.co.uk
Building locally for over 20 years

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155
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Bottreaux Hotel Restaurant Reopens

Heather Graham writes:
We are delighted to
announcethatTheBottreaux
Hotel is re-opening its
evening restaurant and
bar for the new season
under the management of
Heather Graham (formerly
of Bossiney House Hotel,
Tintagel).
The
Bottreaux
is
extremely
comfortable
with a calming atmosphere
in which to relax and enjoy
your evening. We can assure
you of a warm and friendly
welcome with professional
service to both local diners
and visitors to the area.
Our menus will have
varied traditional meals
and all produce will be of
the best quality available.
We will be offering a 32ozs
pan fried Rump Steak with
all the trimmings on our A
La Carte menu along with
other steaks, fish, poultry
and vegetarian options
plus delicious desserts.

Domestic
Cleaning

Our Wine List will have
a good selection and all at
reasonable prices.
For any table reservations
taken
from
readers
mentioning this article we
are giving a complimentary
bottle of house wine for
each couple eating at The
Bottreaux until 31st May
2010. We would appreciate
it and recommend that
you pre-book your table
reservation. The evening
restaurant will be closed on
Sunday and Wednesday.
Also The Bottreaux has
8 ensuite bedrooms (some
with super king sized beds)
which are being offered on
a promotion of 3 nights for
the price of 2 (or 6 for 4)
on Bed and Breakfast basis,
subject to availability,
throughout the 2010
season.
To check availability
please telephone anytime
on 01840 250231.

Boscastle 035

Holiday Home Management – Laundry Service
Property Maintenance – Drains cleared/Surveyed
Insurance Claims - ne
negotiated on your behalf
Local family business - small enough to care

Tel: 01840 250035
Email: boscastle035@gmail.com
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Boscastle First Responder News

Firstly we wish to thank
everyone for their raffle
prizes
and
monetary
donations during the year.
All funds have been used
to invest in medical and
training equipment and
for clothing for Volunteer
First Responder group
members. Our thanks
also go to Odette, Mandy
and Richard for their hard
work and to the Napoleon
Inn for hosting a Harvest
Festival Auction to raise
funds for the Boscastle First
Responders, and “Help the
Heroes”.
Training is continually
being
assessed
and
upgraded to gold standard
by the South Western
Ambulance Service, a
recent course attended by
the First Responders was
on Diabetes recognition.
Members of the Boscastle
First Responder Group
have given presentations to
various local organisations
covering such important
topics as resuscitation and
stroke awareness. Should
any group, however small,
be interested in booking a
presentation, please contact
Frances Hegarty, Group
Co-ordinator,
01840
250131
Last year “Fleet” (Front
Line Emergency Equipment
Trust) provided us with a
Static Kit, which is housed
in the Boscastle Rock Shop.
This second kit has proved
to be invaluable, especially
during the busy summer
months when the strain on
the emergency services is at

a premium due to a higher
number of visitors to the
village.
For your information
once a 999 call has been
made and a First Responder
has been deployed by
the Emergency Services
Control room, it is our
objective to arrive on scene
within 8 minutes. This can
only be achieved if clear
and concise information,
ie full address or location
of incident, is given to
the Emergency Services
Control room. A recent
scenario left 2 independent
First Responders and
an ambulance scouring
Boscastle and surrounding
areas searching for a
patient with chest pains,
purely because information
had
been
incorrectly
transmitted.
Please also remember
that especially during the
dark winter months, it is
essential to illuminate your
property (open all curtains
and switch on lights) and
ensure that your house name
or number is clearly visible,
for easier recognition for
the emergency services
when attending a call out.
Finally, our thanks to
the Wellington Hotel, for
their hospitality in allowing
us to hold our monthly
meetings in their lounge.
MG

If you are over 18 years of age
with a clean driving licence
and a sympathetic and
caring approach to people,
physically fit and able to work
as part of a team, we would
like to hear from you.

The Camelford Memory Café
What happens at the
Memory Café?
The Café offers support for
Guests who have memory
problems and Guests
who are carers or family
members of people with
memory problems.
Activities take place that
provide the opportunity
for sharing memories,
generating
conversation
and having a good time, all
with a cup of tea and slice
of cake.
Guests who are carers
have the opportunity for
discussions about caring
and access to guidance and
support.
The Café aims to be
a place where people can
be themselves and not
embarrassed by the effect
that having a poor memory
can have.
The Camelford Memory
Café is open each 2nd and
4th Monday afternoon of
the month between 2pm
and 4pm at Anvil Court,
Anvil Road, Camelford,
PL32 9SD.

Car parking is in short
supply at Anvil Court but
there is a large free car park
in Clease Road, opposite
the
North
Cornwall
Museum. Anvil Court can
of course still be used as a
drop-off point.
Schedule for 2010:
March: 22nd
April: 12th and 26th
May: 10th and 24
June: 14th and 28th
July: 12th and 26th
August: 9th and 23rd
September: 13th and 27th
October: 11th and 25th
November: 8th and 22nd
December: 6th
We look forward to
welcoming you as a Guest
or Volunteer!
For further information
please call:
Margaret: 07867 783728
or Betty: 07960 599430

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

Tintagel Cricket Club
Needs Your Help

With an eye to the future,
Tintagel Cricket Club has
joined The ECB Natwest
Cricket Force for 2010.
Starting in 2005 with two
Clubs participating, Cricket
Force has now become
the largest community led
sporting occasion in the
country, in 2009 over 1500
Clubs took part in the
Cricket Force weekend, in
2010 the weekend will be
March 26th to 28th.
The vision of Cricket
Force is to involve the
local community with their
nearest Club, to encourage
the playing of Cricket and
more importantly to invite
one and all to use their local
Clubs social amenities. To do
this, we do need your help,
we are inviting everybody to
give of their time and skills,
particularly over the Cricket
Force Weekend, to help us
improve our Pavilion and
the surrounding area, no
matter whether your skills
be practical, professional or
managerial, we will welcome
them.
Cricket Force is not
just for one weekend, it is
an ongoing project, which
allows Clubs to plan for
the future and carry these
out over a period of time.

We are keen to involve local
businesses in every way
possible, perhaps you might
be able to donate some goods,
advertise in our Fixture
Card, or on the ground itself
or get involved in some form
of sponsorship.
As a Club we are
continually looking for ways
to widen our interests, for
instance, there is no Ladies
Cricket in North Cornwall,
this is a fast growing sport
and we would like to become
involved. As a first step
some Club Members are
qualifying as ECB Approved
Coaches, this will allow us to
provide coaching, not only
at The Club, but also to visit
local schools and provide
coaching there for both
sexes, but, if we are to do
this, we will need to provide
extra facilities, particularly
Changing Rooms and this
will mean extending our
existing Pavilion to offer
modern and up to date
facilities.
We will, shortly, be
displaying
Posters
to
advertise our event, giving
the names of Contacts and
the ways in which you can
help. Please look out for
these and get in touch.
Clubhouse Phone:
(01840) 770825

A N PA R T R I C K
T
S
I
and
TR
DAN ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council meet in the
Village Hall on the second
Thursday of each month at
7pm. Members of the public
are invited to attend and
may address the Council
during the first ten minutes
of the meeting. A copy of
the agenda is displayed on
the Parish Council notice
boards and website prior
to all meetings. Minutes
of previous meetings are
displayed once they are
approved by the Council.
For further information
please contact the Parish
Clerk: Bob Smith on 01840
250440
formin.parish@virgin.net or
visit www.boscastlecornwall.
org.uk

This would aim to reduce
the energy used and improve
the carbon footprint. The
Council agreed that they
would support a reduction
of lighting depending on
public opinion. Every
household will be invited
to give their views on this
proposal.
See also, ‘Correspondence’
page 20.

Footpaths on Stitches
In response to Parish
Council concerns regarding
the condition of footpaths
and general terrain on
the Stitches the National
Trust have responded that
in their opinion they are
not too bad. The Council
said that public footpaths
Public concerns
should be maintained to a
1. Road
surfaces
in standard safe for walking
appalling condition. even if permitted ones were
How long will the not. (See next page)
temporary re-surfacing
Minster Toilet Closure
be permitted before
There has been no further
the roads are properly
information regarding the
resurfaced?
closure of these toilets.
2. A request was made for
public participation Car Park Charges
to be held later in In line with other car parks
Cornwall,
the meeting to allow throughout
there
will
be
an
increase
in
members of the public
to comment on the charges of approximately
business of the Council. 5%. No concession has
been agreed for local
To be discussed.
residents to have limited
Street Lighting
parking.
At the February meeting
Nick Wrigley addressed Planning
the Council concerning At the February meeting
worries about the level of the Councillors agreed
street lighting in Boscastle. that considering Planning
County
Council
is applications at the normal
installing a new system Parish Council meeting
later in the year which gave insufficient time for
would mean that lights can considered discussion. It
be individually controlled. was therefore agreed that a
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separate planning meeting
would be held on the fourth
Thursday of the month.
South West Water
Sewage treatment work is
progressing, but due to the
weather over the winter
months the project is now
running 1 to 2 months
behind schedule.
1. The contractors hope
to have finished all the
road work by the end
of March. They have
applied for a two week
closure of New Road in
mid March, though it
is hoped that the work
will be completed in
less time than this
and that some of the
work can be carried
out under traffic light
control.
2. Representatives
of
the Parish Council
have been talking
to the contractors
about solutions to the
problem of flooding at
The Mill.
3. The compound at
Forrabury will be
required
by
the
contractors for most of
the summer.

4. An exhibition of the
archaeological
finds
is planned for both
Boscastle and Tintagel.
See also, ‘SWW Update’ page
26.

Planning Application
A planning application
to vary the noise level
distribution of both the
sewage plant and the
pumping stations was
discussed at a planning
meeting on 25th February.
Cllr Jarvis explained to
the meeting the level of
increase in decibels. It was
unanimously agreed to
reject this application and
that the noise level should
remain as stated in the
original application.
Parish Plan
There is no progress to
report.
Flood Response Plan
There
was
a
very
poor response to the
questionnaire about flood
defences. A follow up
meeting is to be arranged
to discuss measures to
be taken in the event of
another flood.

WESTERN SUPPLY CO
Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!
Come and see our extensive range of
Building and D.I.Y products

Including...
• Patio slabs and decking
• Decorative chippings and pebbles
SPECIAL OFFER:
3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged

Grazing on
the Stitches

In the last issue of the
Blowhole it was announced
that the Stitches would
be leased to a local tenant
farmer for winter grazing of
cattle, which would assist
removal of coarse grass
and growth of wildflowers.
Public access would not be
affected.
Since grazing was
introduced a number of
complaints and letters
have been received by the
National Trust, the Parish
Council and the Blowhole,
regarding damage caused
to public footpaths and
potential dangers to public
and livestock. These issues
had been raised with
Jeff Cherrington by the
Parish Council which,
in its February meeting,
considered his written reply.
He pointed out the benefits
to land management of
cattle grazing and that
the breed of Red Devons
“may be inquisitive but not
aggressive.”
He added: “Having
walked the paths and

Postie’s
Corner

walkers avoid the muddy footpath

considering the mix of
winter weather, people,
cattle and vehicles (this
includes the Coastguards’
vehicle) the majority of the
paths seem no worse than
anywhere in the area.”
However, the impact
on footpaths has rendered
them virtually impassable,
with the result that walkers
have been forced to divert
off the paths, causing
collateral damage to the
Stitches. There was also
a fear that the poor and
broken state of fencing
alongside
cliff
edges
overlooking Forrabury Hill
and above Harbour Terrace
in Boscastle posed a risk to
cattle and householders.

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
Phone: 01840 250202
ETC **
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering

Given the scenic nature
of the area the state of the
footpaths was detrimental
to the enjoyment of both
locals and tourists.
A suggestion was put
forward that that the use of
unobtrusive electric fencing
in a similar situation in
the neighbouring parish
of St Teath had prevented
livestock from damaging
public footpaths.
In
response
Jeff
Cherrington has stated that
the Trust will be reviewing
the situation before the
2010-11 winter grazing
period. His team had begun
repairing damage to paths
and hopefully these would
recover in time for the start
of the tourist season. He
also added that the public
would be kept informed of
the Trust’s future intentions
regarding the Stitches.
CR

Thank goodness the snow
has disappeared at last as I
nearly had to succumb to
wearing my long trousers
and not my shorts!
During my recent week
holiday, my wife and I went
to the Cotswolds again to
try to visit the places we
were not able to go to last
year as they were completely
snow bound. We’d had to
stay on a camp site for the
whole week unable to drive
anywhere.
I am now looking
forward to the longer,
warmer days and having to
fight my way through all
the visitors to deliver the
mail!
My wife, Sue, is trying
to educate me culturally,
so we recently went to
the Cabaret Supper Night
in the Village Hall. I was
amazed and amused by the
local artists and Sue was
equally bemused by ladies
exclaiming that they didn’t
recognise me with my
trousers on!
I can’t think of anything
exciting or informative to
tell you about concerning
your mail deliveries, so I’ll
just wish you all a Happy
Easter.

Fine Dining Restaurant
Bright and airy Free house bar
Beer Garden
Live Entertainment every week
All events catered for from 2 – 100
people
For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts

The Harbour
Boscastle
PL35 0HD
Tel: 07812 781897
www.things-boscastle.co.uk
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A Hill Fort for the
Rest of the Turkey

Here’s Gerald, our Postie, off on his rounds,
His keen sense of duty knows no bounds.
If it’s pouring with rain he views with distain
The need of a Mac’ or a brolly
And clearly derides the need to wear strides
As he sets off in shorts with his trolley.
As he lopes here and there with sturdy legs bare
Bringing the mail to our houses,
The temperature falls and so does the snow
But he’s trotting around with no trousers.
His rosey-pink knees are immune to the freeze
And Gerald, our Postie, he knows
He’ll have problems with ice but that’s still not suffice
To make him don jeans or wear Chinos.
Our topography’s grim, but not so to him,
It’s jogging around that keeps him so trim.
Anyone can examine the degree of his stamina
As he tackles the hills at a trot.
Tho’ he doesn’t wear bags, his pace never flags,
That’s our Postie, Monsieur Sans Culottes!.
Photo and verse by Myrna Lester
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There are, it appears, a number of
minor blessings which accompany
the onset of amnesia, if only I could
remember what they are. One of the
minor blessings, however, appears
to be the lack of the skills required
to interpret the subtitles which now
figure very largely on our newly
acquired - by Government Decree
- digital television screen. Thanks to
the superb engineering skills of my
husband I am now, after a prolonged
training course, able to switch on
the wretched machine. The sudden
arrival of clearly legible subtitles has
proved to be something of a mixed
blessing, however, despite the fact
that this facility has added a certain
baroque charm to the experience of
viewing. My title, ‘..a hill fort for the
rest of the turkey..’ is not a figment
of my fevered imagination, but the
product of the efforts of the tireless
scribe who produces the subtitles for
the weather forecast. I accept that
this must be no mean task. I am
no meteorologist, nor is the scribe,
I fear, but I am prepared to have a
go at cracking any code, although
Bletchley Park would not have
seen any benefit from my presence.
Nonetheless, ‘a hill fort for the rest
of the turkey’ in terms of a weather
forecast has me guessing. Possibly a
hill fog, but what about rest of the
turkey? Mind you, the weather has
been pretty dreadful of late, even for
turkeys. Especially for turkeys over
Christmas, I suppose.
But there is worse to come. If one
happens to have the sound turned up,
be watching the screen and listening
to the voice over, many hill forts join
the turkey. In fact the experience
represents a distinct improvement
on many programmes now available.
‘Another called Dave’ proves to
be ‘another cold day’. Chudleigh
residents will be pleased to learn
that they hail from ‘ the village of
subtlety’, and that’s not all that easy
to spell either, in fact, I would have
thought Chudleigh was just as easy.
‘Turkey’ or ‘talkie’ appears to be

continues on page 37

Crimewatch

Evenin’ all! I’d like to introduce
myself. I’m Andy Webb and I am
a Police Officer with Devon &
Cornwall Police. I live here in the
village with my wife, Tracy having
moved into Boscastle just over a year
ago. I transferred from West Midlands
Police where I worked in the centre of
Birmingham.
As you can imagine, there are a lot
of differences in policing a major city
to North Cornwall – there’s not many
sheep on the roads in Birmingham
and we didn’t get Police issue wellies
either! However, there are some
similarities and here are one or two
tips to help you avoid being a victim
of crime. Let’s start with your home.
• Sounds obvious, but when you leave
your house, make sure your windows
are closed and doors are locked. As we
are fortunate to live in an area of low
crime, this is something that I often
see people forget to do.
• Ensure your garden shed or
outbuildings are locked and secured
as burglars sometimes use tools
found within these to break into your
home.
• Consider fitting a burglar alarm.
This is particular important if your
house is unoccupied for long periods
of time.

NEATE
FEET
For all your foot health needs
Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

Opticians open in Camelford

• Keep door and car keys out of reach
from windows and doors. Key racks
situated near front doors and keys
left inside the lock are a particular
favourite for burglars. However,
please make sure you know where
your door keys are kept in case of
fire.
• Make sure your curtains are closed
and a couple of lights (low energy of
course!) are left on it you are away
from home during the evenings.
You may notice a few differences
with how Police Officers look over
the coming months. We are moving
away from the traditional white shirts
and ties, to black polo shirts. This
is to make it more comfortable for
officers to work whilst wearing body
armour. This will be most welcomed
if we (hopefully) get a decent summer
this year. However, we will obviously
still be very identifiable by the large
‘POLICE’ badges emblazoned on
the vests! Honestly, you would be
surprised how many people ask me if
I have come to read the meter!!
Can I also take this opportunity
to say thank you to everyone who has
made us so welcome in the village.
This is a beautiful place to live and
we feel very privileged to be a part of
such a friendly community.
Andy Webb

J S Eyecare,
Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted

Feel free to call in and browse
our wide selection of frames
including designer ranges

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836

Kernick
Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making
All Styles of Heading
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch
Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From
Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
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Robert Thewsey writes:
Dear Friends
hopefully, when you read
this article Forrabury
Church will once more be
looking beautiful again,
thanks to all the hard work
of Hedley, Matthew and
Matt have put in over the
last few weeks repainting
the inside of the church
with special ‘breathable’
paint. Even half way
through the process the
church was transformed
and I thank you all for your
patience while this process
has taken place, and also a
special thanks to the ‘gang’
who went in afterwards
and cleaned the church
thoroughly so that we could
use it again. I hope that
you all make some time in
the next few weeks to go up
to church to appreciate the
transformation. This work
does not come cheaply
though, and if you would
like to contribute to the
costs then do feel free to
drop some money into
the churn, or through
the Rectory door, but if
you could mark it ‘For
the decorating’ then that
would make the treasurers
job so much easier.
We have been having
a few problems at church
recently and I thought that
the community should
know what has been
happening. Firstly it appears
as though somebody is
abusing the trust that we
have placed in people by
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offering free tea, coffee,
and hot chocolate. Several
times, especially over the
school holidays, when
Michael and I have gone to
church for morning prayers
we have found that all the
chocolate, coffee, milk and
sugar have all been used
up and often also been
spread around the church
building and grounds as
well. This is a real sadness
for the church community
as we know how much local
people, and visitors, have
appreciated this hospitality.
But if it continues then we
might have to withdraw
this facility, so if you are
going past the church,
please, please keep a look
out to see if we can stop this
happening in the future.
Secondly, it is with
real sadness that just after
Christmas the figures
of Mary and Jesus were
removed from the crib
scene in church. This has
caused a lot of distress in
many people, as the set
was over 50 years old,
and had been donated by
the Young Wives Club
and the Mothers Union.
It is now impossible to
get replacements for these
figures, and so unless
they are returned then a
new nativity set will have
to be purchased, and
our link with these past
organisations will be lost.
I hope and pray that the
figures are still around, and
that one morning I will

go up to church and find
them placed on the Altar so
that they can be used again
at this years Christmas
celebrations.
I know that all of the
above sounds very negative,
but I am still astounded
that in 2010 here in this
Group of Churches all
our buildings can be left
open twenty four hours a
day. In the city this was an
impossible task. I speak to
many, many visitors, and
locals each month and they
all say without hesitation
how much they appreciate
the fact that they can visit
the church when ever they
need to. This is our church
building, and it is important
that it remains open to the
whole community so that
we can all use it whenever
we feel the need to speak
to God in the quiet of the
day.
But to keep the church

open requires a great deal
of work and resources, so
if you feel that you might
like to help by cleaning
– even just once a year
– or joining the 100 club,
or contributing financially
each month/year then
please, please do get in
touch with myself or any
of the members of the
Parochial Church Council
who will be delighted to
receive any help what so
ever. Or even if you just
take it upon yourself that
when you pass the church
on your walk, just pop in
and ensure that all is well,
and if things are amiss then
let me know and it will get
sorted out.
This also applies to all
the churches in the Group,
not just Forrabury and
Minster, but I know that
for the people of Boscastle
these two buildings hold
a very special place in the

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

heart of the community.
This year at Minster it
does also look as though
we should have a fantastic
display of daffodils, this is
partly due to all the work
that was carried out during
2009 by the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers,
who have done a fantastic
job in clearing paths,
putting up handrails, and
clearing away many of the
inappropriate saplings that
had sprung up – great care
has to be taken at Minster to
maintain an environment
which is conducive to the
growing bat population in
the tower. So do go and
have a look at all the work
that has been done, and
the PCC hope and pray
that BTCV will come back
this year and continue the
fantastic work that they
have started.
May I wish you all a
Holy Lent and the joys of
Easter Morning.
Yours in Christ
Fr Robert

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274
Church of England:
Fr Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in
the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

Bryan Ede writes:
Dear Friends,
As I write this contribution
for the Blowhole I have
two things on my mind,
which are linked together
because of a poster I saw
whilst browsing a catalogue
of Christian posters. The
poster which attracted my
attention had on it graphics
showing a pen making a
cross in a square and the
wording “Pray for change
– make the Cross count”.
The poster reminded
me of Easter and the
forthcoming Election and
of the fact that in the will of
God the two are integrally
linked. Hopefully, too, in
the minds of all of us the
link is seen.
We are all affected by
the decisions taken by our
politicians at international,
national and local levels.
They need our prayers that
in their decision making
they will make decisions
that are for the “common
good” – the best interests
of us all.
Our election period is
an important time for us
to make a contribution to
our democracy by seeing
beyond the party claims,
colours and labels and
putting ‘a cross’ against the
person whom we consider
best suited to exercise
the
responsibility
of
government on our behalf.
Hopefully our decisions
in life are made against
all that the Cross and the
Empty Tomb, the symbols
of Easter, represent to us.
We are born with freewill
but with the capacity to
respond to the self-giving
love and Care of God,

Pray for change

Make the

cross count

who is able in his power
to empower us for life
and living in order that
through us his creative will
is furthered. By taking the
message of Easter into all

of our living – our actions
and decisions – we can
“make the cross count”.
Wishing you every
blessing at Eastertide
and in the coming days.
Bryan Ede

You are invited to share in our Easter
activities at Boscastle Methodist Church
which include:Thursday, March 25th
Easter Coffee Morning 10.30a.m.
Good Friday, April 2nd
Meditation & Communion 2.30p.m.
Easter Day, April 4th
Easter Day Service, led by Mrs. Janet
Brown 11a.m.

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

Easter Sunday
April 4th 10.30am

Don Double

West-End, Sir James Smith
School, Camelford.
(Parking in Coach Park
next to Sport Centre)

(International Evangelist &
founder of Good News Crusade)

Everyone
Welcome
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Harbourmasters News
The harbour is always quiet during
the winter months and although Scott
Washer kept his boat Industrious on
the mooring throughout the winter
all the other boats were removed. Bad
weather makes Boscastle a difficult
harbour and there is an increased
risk of capsize or serious damage
during the winter months and most
insurance companies are reluctant
to provide owners with cover during
the period. At one point Ken Cave
had Peganina on the market for sale
but having spoken to Ken today I am
pleased to be able to report that he
intends to carry on fishing and taking
trips this coming season.
March sees the annual general
meeting of the fisherman’s association
and for many years the meeting has
been held in the Cobweb. In the
olden days the meetings were fiery
affairs sometimes lasting long into the
night. Old arguments and grudges
being revisited and re- enacted over
and over. Indeed there are reports
of meetings even resulting in fist
fights verbal abuse and cuffs between
fishermen. Happily the meeting
is now a far more sedate event and
when the annual fees are collected

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access
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and the general business is attended
to. The fisherman’s association does
in fact rent the harbour area from
the National Trust under a licence
agreement which has operated now
for very many years. The association
elects the harbourmaster together
with a chairman and treasurer each
year and they in turn are responsible
for the administration of the harbour
including compliance with various
statutory duties.
From the harbour area itself I had
reports over the winter of one or two
interesting matters for those who keep
nature notes. Early before Christmas
Phil Langley and Scott Washer were
cleaning up on Industrious which had
gone aground on her mooring and
when they saw a dorsal fin flash in the
stream opposite from where the boats
are kept. Resourceful Phil, sometimes
known as half man half bear, went
to investigate. Scrambling over the
rocks and boulders he found a large
fish semi stranded in a pool trying to
make its way up to the river. I am told
that after some effort Phil managed
to capture this fish by the gills and
that it turned out to be an eight and a
half pound salmon. Another strange
report of the cold weather period
came from my daughter in law Sasha
Hughes who lives in Cloverlane
Close and when she saw a herring

gull on a telegraph post near Trevalga
taken by a buzzard swooping at great
speed. I am told that the resulting
explosion of feathers was spectacular
and the buzzard lumbered off in slow
flight with the victim suspended
from the talons. I have to say I have
never myself seen a gull taken in this
dramatic way and can only think that
the hard winter left a lot of our wild
creatures extremely cold and hungry.
Chris Key
Harbourmaster 2010

Bottreaux Filling Station
Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily
Wide range of groceries
Gluten free products stocked
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Off Licence
Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm
Support your local shop

Tel 01840 250108

Carolyn Edwards writes:

Our two biggest fundraising events
were held in November. The Ladies
Christmas Fare Night was a big success
and raised £305. We thank the stall
holders, battling the storms and getting
to the village hall, and making it possible.
Thankyou to everyone for supporting
the event. We hope it helped get some
of you into the Christmas spirit! A big
thank you also to our helpers for the
evening, Carolyn, Nikki, Lorna and to
Lauren for selling the raffle tickets, A big
thank you also to the caretakers, Sandra
and Roy, for their help with setting up
before hand.
At our Safari Supper, we raised a
staggering £850. We would like to
thank Sandy and Allen Darlison for
hosting the Sherry and nibbles, with
the help of Joan Kinsman. Thanks to
Boscastle House Morwenna and Shaun,
their family and staff members too
for your help. Thank to Liz Heard for
serving the soups, (which were home
made by Nikki and Carolyn), thanks to
our ‘boys’ Steve and Mark for waiting
the tables and not spilling any soup into
our guests laps! Thank you to Anne &
Aubrey Cronin for the supply of the
wine, for the evening. Thank you to
the Cobweb Inn, for the main meal,
a superb Carvery. Thanks to the new
chef Brian for all your hard work. We
wish you all the very best. Thanks to
Tracey Menhenick for getting the raffle
together, and collecting some lovely
prizes, and thanks to Emma Goreham
for selling raffle tickets during the
evening at the Cobweb. Thanks to Jane
Castling for serving us the sweets, coffee,
cheese and biscuits. You all made us feel
so welcome in your homes, thanks Jane
for your hard work and also to David
and Peter for making and donating to
us your superb sweets, and for your tip

top service. Thanks to all the parents,
and to everyone, including our local
businesses, for your support in donating
raffle prizes, sweets and general help,
without you, fundraising would not
take place. Thanks to Blue Slate and
the Cobweb Inn for finishing the night
off with great music. The evening was
a total success. We must not forget to
thank our posties, Tracie and Gerald for
helping us with the advertising, thanks
Boys.
Boscastle PreSchool Playgroup have
a very exciting year ahead. We will soon
be starting the renovation works to
‘Top School’ which once the works are
completed will become our new home.
We are always looking for new babies
and toddlers to join our very friendly
group. If you would like to come along
to one of our pre school sessions or
our baby and toddler group, we would
love to meet you. Please call our play
supervisor Lyn 01840 250673 and find
out what we have to offer. As well as
the morning sessions, we now offer two
afternoon sessions. Come along for a
free trial week.
Could we also take this opportunity
to thank the lovely couple who live
in New Road, for their generosity, in
giving all the children at Playgroup,
some lovely Christmas presents. We
would also like to thank Oliver and Jill
Smeeth for all their support they have
given us, with our fundraising events,
we would like to wish them a very long
and happy retirement. CE
Apologies to Carolyn & the Playgroup for inadvertently
omitting this report from the Winter 2009 edition

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches

Boscastle
Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248
Paintings
by local artists
A wide selection of prints
and cards plus an unusual
mix of gifts and gadgets.
VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

The playgroup meet at
Boscastle Village Hall, Gunpool Lane,
Boscastle on:
Monday 9.30-12, ages 3-5 years
Tuesday 9.30-12, ages 2-5 years
Wednesday 9.30-12, ages 3-5 years plus
Baby, toddlers and parents group 10-12.
Thursday 9.30-12 and 1-3pm, ages 2-5 years
Friday 9.30-12 and 1-3pm, ages 2-5 years.
Lunch club is available everyday from 12-1pm
For further information please contact:
PG supervisor: Lyn Lockyear 01840250673
or assistant leader: Emma Miller 07837561242
music and movement ~ dance ~ water & sand play
wildlife walks ~ clay modelling ~ planting ~
woodwork ~ story time ~ painting
Come along and enjoy a free session with us

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

Boscastle Blowhole Spring 2010 Page 17

Pickwick
Papers
I read only recently in the
national press that, generally
speaking, cat owners and
cat lovers tended to have
higher IQ levels than dog
owners; news maybe to
some but not to us cat
lovers! Some years ago we
had a blue Persian cat with
the most bewitching orange
eyes, and as much for his
machismo as our own we
called him Bill - actually
he was far too glamorous
to be just Bill - but a
short time after he took
over the general running
of the household I read
somewhere that actually
cats more ably recognised
a name that ended in “ly”
and so Bill became Billy,
and Billy was the name to
which he would readily
react.

I remember the day
we were allowed to bring
him home - there is a strict
protocol about adopting
a cat - it is not just a case
of “I’ll have that one
please” but more a case of
the cat choosing you and
then after that there is
the quality of your home
surroundings, they must
pass muster too. Once at
home the tiny ball of blue
grey fluff was allowed to
mark his territory and on
more than one occasion it
involved the kitten running
up the curtains or hiding
in places inaccessible to
humans; so the first week
leaves you in a state of
wondering,
wondering
whatever possessed you to
want a cat! “This little cat
likes weetabix” declared a
note that came with Billy’s
papers and there was silly
me thinking cats only ate
fish and drank saucers of
milk, well Billy was allergic

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk
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to milk, wouldn’t you just
know it? As for fish he
eventually deigned to eat
Marks and Spencer chunky
cod fillets having turned his
cute little nose up at Coley
from the fish shop and cod
fillets from Sainsburys’. He
was a picky eater and those
of you who have been
owned by a cat will know
the hoops through which
one jumps to satisfy their
hunger. I recall a time when
he enjoyed a particular
brand of tinned cat meat
that was lamb based and
when all else failed I just
knew he would be tempted
with
this
particular
product, that was until
the manufacturer decided
to discontinue my cat’s
favourite meal. I actually
berated the manufacturer
and also a supermarket
manager for daring to leave
me in this particular lurch!
I spent a considerable
amount of time trawling
shops and buying up what
stock of Whiskers lamb
dinner they had to keep
my feline happy and just
when I thought I had the
whole thing buttoned up
of course he went off lamb.
Well one cats misfortune
is another cats gain, those
extra tins ended up in the
Cats Protection League
collecting box in our local
supermarket!
I always said that I
would not allow any animal
to sleep on my bed and
in this I did remain firm
until, that is, tiny razor like
claws started to make inroads on the bedroom door
and such clawing, usually
accompanied by the most
plaintive of cries clearly
declaring “that I have been
abandoned”, meant that the
cat would be let in and so

ensure a good nights sleep
for all concerned. A good
nights sleep, I don’t think
so! This cat did not know
how to sleep length ways on
the bed only sprawled right
across it and so I would be
clinging to the edge of the
bed attempting sleep, but
not for long because kitty
arises at some God awful
hour and looking for a
playmate he licks your face
with a very rough tongue
and smacks you gently with
a paw until you are awake
too…. ready to play!
I don’t think that we
were ever forgiven for going
on holiday and leaving him
at home in the company of
a cat sitter; he hated trips
to the vet and like a spoilt
child would make the most
dreadful protestations on
the drive there and be as
good as gold on the way
back; and yet when one was
at home feeling under the
weather he would snuggle
up and keep you company
- happy to snooze the day
away.
Despite all the trials
and
tribulations
that
we experienced and the
scientific reassurances that
cat owners live longer,
happier lives, I cannot
say that there were not
times when I could have
cheerfully strangled the cat
and yet when he departed
this life I cannot begin to
tell you how much his
going was mourned.
No! definitely not
tempted to have another
and I would even doctor
my IQ to prove that I am
not a fit owner - except that
is when once a year we take
on the welfare of the cats at
Valency House whilst Jane
is on holiday.

County Coucillor
Glenton Brown writes:
We are now coming to
the last quarter of the first
year in the life of the new
Cornwall Unitary Council.
After
much
debate,
fears and frustration for
many, the new Council is
bedding in very well. The
early assessments for the
new Cornwall Council was
a saving of something like
£19,000,000 per annum,
with scope for even more
according to the policy
lines developed. However
at this stage in the year
there is a £15,000,000
saving realised, it may not
quite hit the 19, plus the
fact there has been some
additional expense in the
conversion costs as well.
It has been quite an
exercise to re–structure the
system in order to carry
13,000 staff through to
know exactly what their
duty is after a period of
anxiety for all staff in
wondering what their
future would be.
The new Authority of
course offers 23 One Stop
Shops throughout the
County, and many of these
have been extremely busy, I
urge you to use your One
Stop Shop at Camelford
and would point out that

on the third Thursday
of each month I am
available with Councillors
Goodenough and Lugg to
discuss any needs you may
have between 10am and 12
noon.
The Council members
of course have now risen
to 123 in the place of the
previous 82 and some of
their work and meetings
have changed slightly in
style. The new Council
very much wants to move
some staff from the centre
at Truro to the West and
North of the County
where there may be greater
administration facilities,
and also to reducing staff
at County Hall to make
it more cost effective and
a study is being made to
make greater use of desk
space for instance from 0.9
to 1.4.
The 7 Councils coming
into one means that there is
surplus property and land
in certain areas, and when
the market values improve
hopefully some of these
will be sold and you will
of course be aware of the

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

controversy of putting that
to the test of considering
selling the Trenant site
at Wadebridge!! Trenant
however has now been
reprieved and it is planned
to sell land immediately
around Trenant which I do
not think at this moment
in time is a good idea in
any way.
You are aware that
Council Tax has been
increased by 2.9% this
year which is above the
government guide line of
2.5%.
I also point out that the

government grant would
increase by 9.4 million this
year which is welcomed
especially before the big
cuts to come following
the general election, and
I would point out that
there has been 2.4 million
become available from
other sources.
Needles to say if I can
be of any assistance at any
time please do not hesitate
to contact me on 01840
770548 or to visit me at
the One Stop Shop on the
third Thursday morning of
the each month.

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
If you are looking for a special gift or memento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!
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Correspondence
Dear Uncle Paul,
What
a
splendid
community occasion local
tradesmen gave to we
pensioners of Boscastle!
The lunchtime Christmas
Party at the Cobweb in
December was a really
happy gathering with
lots of surprises – carol
singing from specially
printed Nativity card
sheets; generous table
gifts; attractive souvenir
programmes;
efficient,
cheerful waiter service and
fantastic free raffle prizes.
Many, many thanks
to the Cobweb staff for
accommodating us and
for making the delicious
Christmas lunch, also to all
who helped in making the
day a splendid start to our
Christmas celebrations!
Thank you everyone.
We wish you all a Happy
and Prosperous 2010

magnificent sum of £1204
for the Hall funds.
We would like to thank
everyone who supported
the show by attending the
performances, taking part
in the production or giving
the vital support backstage
and behind the scenes.
Many thanks
Pam Clarke
Village Hall treasurer

Dear Blowhole
I would like to say a big
Thank You to all the relatives
and friends who came to
the Coombe Barton on
December 5th to celebrate
my 70th birthday, for all
the lovely cards presents
and generous donations for
“Breast Cancer”.
A cheque for £600
has been sent to Cancer
Research UK .
Arthur Nicholls

Dear Blowhole
I would like to say
Two grateful Pensioners,
thank you to everyone who
(Marion & RogerFerrett)
came to my aid. I fell on
Dear Blowhole
the ice as I walked the kids
We are pleased to to school back in January.
announce that the Boscastle To my family and friends
Amateur
Dramatics for the cards, flowers, cakes
production of “Scrooge” etc. and on-going support
performed in the village from them all.
Thank you.
hall between Christmas
Diane
Littejohn.
& New Year, raised the

Boscastle Community
Energy Saving
Dear Fellow Boscastle
Residents,
It has long seemed to me
that the high level of our
village street lighting is
wasteful, especially at a
time when we are all asked
to fight climate change with
energy savings at home,
and when Government
grants to County are under
threat. I am delighted that
the Council for Cornwall
agrees, and its Lighting
Officer has a Countywide plan to reduce this
lighting. His plan will
involve
replacing
all
47,000 street lamps with
a more energy-efficient
type, which can also be
controlled individually for
on-time and brightness.
Our Parish Council will
be asked in due course to
express our community
wishes for setting up
these controls, and they
are currently preparing a
questionnaire to find this
out from everyone.

My worry is that we have
all become too accustomed
to this wasteful luxury and
won’t see why we should
reduce it. It is just “too nice
and cosy”! But we really
cannot claim to have a
night security threat here,
and I, for one, remember
how well we managed
during
the
wartime
blackout: nothing that a
hand torch won’t take care
of! Moreover I have gone
round the (winter) streets
at about 10.30 pm on a
number of occasions, and
there is just nobody around
even that early, hardly even
the odd dog, to benefit from
this wall-to-wall brilliance.
There is much to be gained
for local star gazers too, as
Crackington residents are
beginning to find out - they
have a reduced lighting trial
already in progress.
Please join me in making
Boscastle a leader for many
other villages in reducing
this waste of energy. I am
very happy to receive phone
calls (01840 250 186)
continued on page 21

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce
wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect
for more details please visit our web site
www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk
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Correspondence
continued from page 20

from anyone who wants to
discuss it or express a point
of view. Please get in touch
- and don’t forget to return
your Questionnaires to the
Parish Council!
Nick Wrigley
Beeny, Boscastle

See also the extract from
Cornwall Council’s website
printed on page 4

Oxford
2nd February 2010
Dear Blowhole
Congratulations to the
National Trust in Boscastle!!
Forrabury Common is, at
any time of the year, with
or without a dog, one of
the most beautiful and
peaceful places to walk, all
year round.
It now resembles a
World War battlefield with
the added “attraction” of
copious cow dung. I cannot
begin to imagine how

Tintagel Cricket Club Needs Your Help

this has been allowed to
happen. I have walked the
Common for over 20 years
as a very regular visitor but
am not sure I will want
to visit again. Perhaps it’s
more about profit than a
few more wild flowers!
Sincerely
James Arbuthnot

Mr Arbuthnot provided
this quote from the 2010
Handbook:
“The National Trust mission”
We all need beauty. We all
need fresh air, open doors,
new views.
We need places that can
lift our spirits. This kind of
refreshment isn’t a luxury;
it is vital. Extraordinary
places can give us all this.
The National Trust stands
up for these special places,
and we invite everyone
to enjoy them. We help
people belong to places
and places belong to the
people.

NORTH CORNWALL
MUSEUM AND GALLERY
The Clease • Camelford • Cornwall •
PL32 9PL

Tel. 01840 212954
manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

1 April - 14 May

Line and Form
Engravings by Brian Hanscomb,
Pottery by Philip and Frannie Leach

With an eye to the future,
Tintagel Cricket Club has
joined The ECB Natwest
Cricket Force for 2010.
Starting in 2005 with
two Clubs participating,
Cricket Force has now
become
the
largest
community led sporting
occasion in the country,
in 2009 over 1500 Clubs
took part in the Cricket
Force weekend, in 2010
the weekend will be March
26th to 28th.
The vision of Cricket
Force is to involve the local
community with their
nearest Club, to encourage
the playing of Cricket and
more importantly to invite
one and all to use their local
Clubs social amenities.
To do this, we do need
your help, we are inviting
everybody to give of their
time and skills, particularly
over the Cricket Force
Weekend, to help us
improve our Pavilion and
the surrounding area, no
matter whether your skills
be practical, professional
or managerial, we will
welcome them.
Cricket Force is not
just for one weekend, it is
an ongoing project, which
allows Clubs to plan for
the future and carry these
out over a period of time.

We are keen to involve
local businesses in every
way possible, perhaps you
might be able to donate
some goods, advertise in
our Fixture Card, or on
the ground itself or get
involved in some form of
sponsorship.
As a Club we are
continually looking for
ways to widen our interests,
for instance, there is no
Ladies Cricket in North
Cornwall, this is a fast
growing sport and we would
like to become involved.
As a first step some Club
Members are qualifying as
ECB Approved Coaches,
this will allow us to provide
coaching, not only at The
Club, but also to visit
local schools and provide
coaching there for both
sexes, but, if we are to do
this, we will need to provide
extra facilities, particularly
Changing Rooms and this
will mean extending our
existing Pavilion to offer
modern and up to date
facilities.
We will, shortly, be
displaying
Posters
to
advertise our event, giving
the names of Contacts and
the ways in which you can
help. Please look out for
these and get in touch.

Camelford Country Dance

17 May - 2 July

Every Thursday Night at

Stitched in Time

St John’s Ambulance Hall, Camelford

Textiles by Dee Ann McCoull
Wood Turning by John Theobald

7.30 - 9.30 pm

The Gallery and Museum are open Monday Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 25 March - 30 September
(Wheelchair access to Museum only)

Cost: £1.10 including, tea and biscuits
Contact Barbara Perry
01840 212655
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Bah Humbug? Oh no it wasn’t!!
On a chilly evening between Christmas
and New Year, we ventured out, with
some friends who were visiting from
Buckinghamshire, to see this year’s
production ‘Scrooge’. And what a
festive treat it was!!
The story was introduced not by
Charles Dickens, but by his lesser
known twin sister Charlotte ‘Hello
Charlie’ Dickens (played by Claire
Cronin ), who promptly informed
us that it was, in fact, she who was
responsible for a great many of Charles’
classic novels.
The scene was set and we looked
upon Scrooge and Marley’s office
where the long suffering Bob Cratchit
(played by Julian Finlay) was hard at
work under the close eye of Ebenezer
Scrooge (so effortlessly portrayed by Jo
Kent - a natural villain!)
We soon encountered Boscastle’s
answer to Hinge and Bracket, (the
hilarious Michael Parsons and Justin
Ruscombe-King) who donned their
best frocks and wigs, and sang along
in beautiful falsetto to ‘You’re my little
choochy face’. Although scrooge’s
nephew (Nick Holmes) failed to get his
“Slap & Tickle” from the ladies!!
Having been warned by the ghost
of Jacob Marley (played by Charlotte
Eagle), Scrooge was then taken on a
journey through Christmas’s Past, and
Yet to Come by ghosts played by the
then expectant Morwenna Gee, where
as young scrooge (Rosie Bright) he
meets his first love, Belle (Charlotte
Eagle).
Fezziwig’s (Pam Clarke) party was
a traditional affair with fun, games
and plenty of audience participation,
encouraged by partygoers Holly
Fanshaw, Jade Bowker, Jess Bowker,
Keely Christie & Aaron Kent. Then,
in contrast we are introduced to
Bob Cratchit’s rather impoverished
Christmas celebration, by the ghost of
Christmas present (Jill Clark) where
Mrs Cratchit (Sherry Christie) and her
daughters Emma & Gemma (Rosie
Bright & Holly Fanshawe) tried their
best to be thankful for the little they did
have, as did Tiny Tim (Reece Kent).
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Ebenezer Scrooge soon learned the
error of his miserly ways and sent a
street urchin (Jade Bowker) off to buy
the largest turkey she could find in
Darren May’s Butchers Shop, which
ensured that everyone had a Merry
Christmas after all.
It was yet another superb
production, with a cast ranging from
age 7 to 70 (ish!) Keep looking out for
our young actors and actresses’, as I
think we have some future West End
stars in the making!!
God Bless us, Everyone!!!!
LH

Message from our local
MP – March 2010
I’ve spoken in a number of Commons
debates over the course of the last month
on water pricing, second homes, dairy
farming and on Bovine TB. Do take a
look at my website, www.danrogerson.
org for links to what I’ve been saying in
Parliament.
Meanwhile I’m looking forward to
visiting Boscastle for a special ‘Meet
Your Neighbours’ event at 10am on 24th
April in Valency House, by the Harbour.
It’s a new way for me to meet people
in their communities. Jane Castling is
kindly inviting all her neighbours in for
coffee that morning, and I’ll be there to
answer people’s questions and take up
any concerns or issues people raise. I
hope to see you there.
In February, I went along to a
packed cross-party meeting of MPs,
all angry with the way in which the
Government has delayed getting
compensation payments to those who
held investments with Equitable Life.
The collapse was as a result of a dismal
failure of regulation (just as has been
so much of the recent financial crisis),
so there is a responsibility on Ministers
to get this right. They’ve appointed Sir
John Chadwick to determine payments
in each case, after much pressure from
Liberal Democrat MPs, now they need
to give him the freedom to decide each
case on its merits rather than force a set
of arbitrary rules on him. It will be a
long, slow process but it’s a vital one to
get right if policyholders are to get the
justice they deserve.

I also went with a group of local
MPs to see the Prime Minister and press
him on water charges. It doesn’t matter
who you ask in our region, anyone will
tell you that bills here are too high. I
took the PM to task personally for
having left it so long to do anything
about this; it’s been obvious ever
since the Conservatives privatised the
industry that there’s a serious problem,
but it’s taken Gordon Brown 13 years
to recognise the issue! Naturally I’m
delighted that OFWAT – after much
pressure from me and my colleagues,
has agreed to insist on a 6% decrease
in bills, but it’s not enough and now we
need a Cornish rebate to make up for
all those years of unfair bills.
Post Offices are high up the
local agenda again as more branch
closures are announced. A report by
Consumer Focus laid bare the sham
of a consultation which took place on
the Government’s “Network Change”
programme for the Post Office, which
saw 2,500 branches close all round the
country. Only 1 in 13 people were able
to give their input, the report found,
and little notice was taken of those who
did contribute. They also conclude that
the consultation process was far too
short, something my MP colleagues
and I argued very strongly at the time.
Cornwall was particularly badly hit
by the closure programme, and it was
only determined campaigning from
residents which managed to save more
branches from the axe. Now many
of the so-called partner services are
disappearing and the branch in Tintagel
is closing. I am pressing for these to be
replaced urgently, we can’t lose yet more
branches by stealth since the closures
have such an obvious effect not just on
those who need access to services, but
on village life. Just as local schools and
pubs do, post offices more often than
not operate as a focal point for village,
and they attract ‘footfall’ – business
– for other traders. So often the loss of
a post office means the loss of a valued
local shop too.
Dan Rogerson MP
4 Tower Street,
Launceston, PL15 8BQ
contact@danrogerson.org
01566 777123

Events Diary
Denise Tillinghast is putting together
a diary of events for Boscastle &
surrounding area. She is happy to
collate any dates that local groups
would like included and display
them as appropriate eg quarterly in
the Blowhole, via the Visitor Centre
information systems etc. If anyone
is interested in contributing Please
deliver the information to:
Denise Tillinghast, Valency B&B,
Penally Hill or email
visitaccount@btinternet.com
March
20th Boscastle WI Spring Sale,
Village Hall 10am-4pm
25th English Piano Trio, concert
Budehaven School, 7.30pm, £10
27th & 28th: Spring Diesel Gala:
Bodmin & Wenford Railway
30th National Trust Mega Beach
Clean at Northcott Mouth Beach,
near Bude. Join the wardens to help
spring clean the beach of rubbish.
Part of the Trust’s Mega Beach
clean week. Parking at NT car park,
Northcott. Meet at beach 10.30am.
Equipment provided.
April
1st – 11th St Endellion Easter Music
Festival
Good Friday, 2nd April: National
Trust Easter Egg Trail Boscastle
11-3 Easter Egg Hunt, Boscastle
Harbour, 11am-3 pm, £1.50 per
trail. Follow clues around trails to
claim a chocolate treat. One trail is
pushchair and wheelchair friendly
Easter Weekend National Trust
Easter Egg Trail Tintagel
6th NT Volunteer Event: Footpath
improvements – eg steps,
drainage, vegetation clearance,
erosion control. Boscastle area, in
preparation for Walking Festival
week. Location TBC
16th -18th Great Western 175
Steam Spectacular: Bodmin &
Wenford Railway
19th Hermitage Ensemble from
Russia at Tintagel Methodist Church
19th -23rd: Boscastle Walking Week
(Programme leaflet available from
Visitor Centre)

23rd:Farming & Wildlife Walk.
10-12 £2 per person. Join
the National Trust wardens
for a guided walk around
NT farmland. Discover
more about wildlife friendly
farming that can benefit rare
plants, bats and butterflies.
Dogs on leads welcome.
Booking essential. Phone
Boscastle Visitor Centre
01840 250010 or go to
visitboscastleandtintagel.
com
23rd Owls Slide Show & Talk
by Tom Screech, 7.30pm
Otterham & St Juliot Village
Hall
May
1st -3rd: Steaming Through the
Forties: Bodmin & Wenford
Railway
4th NT Volunteer Event Wild Thyme
planting for butterfly habitat
management. Meet Crosstown
(Bush Inn), Morwenstow
10th Boscastle Boat Trip 2pm
aboard The Peganina. Book at
Visitor Centre
16th Long Hay, Treligga, NGS Open
Gardens, 2-5pm
22nd Otterham & St Juliot Hall Quiz
Evening, 7.30pm
June
1st NT Volunteer Event, Footpath
clearance and maintenance.
Location to be confirmed
6th The Mill House, Pendoggett, NGS
Open Gardens, 2-5pm
8th: Seabird Trip from Harbour, 3pm
9th: Seabird Trip from Harbour, 4pm
10th Seabird Trip from Harbour,
4.30pm
10th – 12th: Royal Cornwall
Show,Wadebridge Showground
11th Seabird Trip from Harbour, 5pm
19th & 20th Half Acre and Wildwood,
Boscastle, NGS Open Gardens, 1.305.30pm

Please note that there is a charge of
£12 for the Seabird Trips from the
Harbour
The NT Volunteer Events Days start
at 10am and finish 4pm (or earlier to
suit). All tools and tuition provided.
Bring clothes that can get muddy,

stout footwear and food and drink. If
events change or are cancelled due to
weather, the NT will endeavour to let
everyone know. However feel free to
get in touch to check beforehand.
Any questions: phone 01288 331372
or email:
jeff.cherrington@nationaltrust.org.uk
mike.simmonds@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Tintagel Orpheus Male Voice
Choir
Tintagel Orpheus Male Voice Choir
started the year in collaberation with
the Hookline Theatre Company by
recording the backing music for the
play by Cornishman Nick Darke
‘The Riot’ which had its debut in
Tintagel on February 20th. Also that
evening, Choir members joined with
the Federation of Male Voice Choirs
at St Michaels Church, Newquay to
present a concert in support of those
of Cornish descent affected by the
Bush fires of last February in Victoria,
Australia.
The Choir look forward to hosting
the Hermitage Ensemble from St.
Petersburg, Russia on Monday 19th
April in Tintagel Methodist Church.
New members are always welcome
to join Tintagel Orpheus Male Voice
Choir which practises on Tuesday
evenings in The Schoolroom, Tintagel
Methodist Church at 7.15pm.
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FRED SIFORD 1924 ~ 2010

Fred Siford was born on
the 11th April 1924 in
a small room above his
parent’s pub, The Red
Lion in the picturesque
village of Northleach,
Gloucestershire.
Aged 18 he joined
the RAF and by the time
he was 19 was stationed
at Reykjavik in Iceland.
During his RAF training
he met June Jose, who
was working in the same
hanger. Even though it was
love at first sight, there was
a minor problem, June was
already engaged to someone
else. Fred’s personality and
charm eventually won the
day, and rest, as they say, is
history.
Soon after being demobbed they were married
at St Peter and Paul’s
Church, Northleach in
1947. Following a long
coach trip they arrived
at Boscastle for their
honeymoon. Then it was
back to Gloucestershire
where they spent next 28
years, with June working
at the family pub and
Fred returning to work as
a carpenter for Mr W H
Cook with whom he had
served his apprenticeship
years earlier.
In 1949 their son Les
was born - in the same
room as Fred had been
born 25 years earlier.
In the early 1950s Fred
joined the Fire Service and
during his 20 years as a
retained fireman he worked
his way up to becoming
officer in charge. Later,
whenever they returned
to Northleach Fred would
point out the spot where
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he once overturned the fire
engine (with the tender
still on the back) and when
he eventually got out of the
upturned engine he still
had the steering wheel in
his hand. Fortunately no
one was seriously injured.
Fred was a keen
sportsman and he played
both football and cricket
for Northleach, captaining
both teams for many
years and even having the
honour of representing the
Gloucestershire fire brigade
cricket team.
In 1956 Fred, June and
Les moved a few miles
down the road to their new
home, which they named
Valency, and here all of
Fred’s carpentry skills were
put to good use, making
good a wooden hut that
had previously been used as
a prisoner of war camp.
In the early 1970s
June’s Aunty May, asked

Fred and June to take over
the running of the B&B
at Sunnyside. This was an
offer that was too good
to refuse and by 1975 the
move to Boscastle was
complete.
During the next 30
years hundreds of visitors
stayed at Sunnyside, many
returning year after year,
proving what a popular
place it was, with many no
doubt coming back just to
hear one of Fred’s yarns.
Fred was always proud
to recall that one of their
more notable guests was
the Everest explorer Lord
Hunt.
Throughout these years
Fred still continued to ply
his trade and would often
be seen in and around
Boscastle in those fetching
trademark white overalls
with either a paintbrush
or a hammer in his hand.
Something he carried on
doing well into his 70s.

Keen to get involved
in village life, Fred joined
the Boscastle branch of the
RBI then in 1978 he joined
the Boscastle Coastguards
where he was to serve for
10 years. Long before the
days of pagers and mobile
phones one of Fred’s main
jobs was to let off the
maroon if an emergency
call came through from the
head office at Falmouth.
The maroon was a signal
for the other Coastguards
living in the village to
rush to the harbour and
attend to whatever had
befallen them. Les recalled
the time when Fred had
set off a maroon only for
it to hit and seriously
injure a young seagull who
was just happily flying
past. Fred also joined the
fisherman’s association in
1981 was elected treasurer
in 1982 and by 1990 he
had taken over the role of
harbourmaster; a role in
which he took a great deal
of pride.
In the mid 90’s Fred
started writing a regular
column in the Boscastle
Blowhole in his role of
village
harbourmaster
.Duties could have been
anything from logging
the movements of boats,
collecting the harbour fees
down to the more mundane
jobs of feeding the ducks or
watching the seals.
Over the years Fred
rescued many ducklings
from the predatory seagulls,
hand-rearing them and
teaching them to swim in
a garden waterbutt. He
also rescued many injured
seals that had been washed

FRED SIFORD 1924 ~ 2010
up in the harbour and
one was only saved by the
quick thinking of Fred who
placed it in a wheelbarrow,
covering it with a wet
blanket until the experts
arrived.
One of Fred’s passions
was sport and when he
moved to Boscastle (despite
being in his 50’s) he played
the odd game of football
for the village team and
he enjoyed a game of darts
at the Wellington. Then
a few years later came the
opportunity he thought
had passed him by forever.
The newly formed Tintagel
Cricket League was a
chance for Fred (by now
a pensioner) to don his
cricket whites once again
and play for the Cobweb
Cricket Team. This also
opened up the opportunity
to make many new friends
and Fred being Fred
became a popular member
of the team. Although not
as agile as he once was, you
could tell by watching him
that at some time or other
he played a good standard
of cricket. He always
played with a straight bat.
His conduct on the field
was exemplary and he
was honourable either in
victory or defeat. During
the years that I have
known Fred, I think that
how he played his cricket
was a reflection on his life
– straight, exemplary and
honourable.
During the 5 or so
years that he played in
the evening league Fred
nearly always fielded on
the boundary down near
a fir tree. Our captain’s

field placings became
so predictable that Fred
didn’t even wait to be told
where to field, he would
automatically go and stand
in the usual place. Even
now, many years on, a lot
of teams still refer to that
fielding position not as
3rd man or fine leg, but as
Fred’s tree. Hopefully it will
serve as a lasting memorial
to Fred “the cricketer”.
During the last decade
Fred was still not content
to take it easy. He was
instrumental in forming
the Boscastle branch of the
Coastguards; raised funds
for the RNLI by hosting
barbecues and arranging
the harbour side Songs of
Praise. He starred alongside
the Rev Christine Musser in
the “Seaside Parish” and he
gave over their front room
to be used for an episode of
Changing Rooms following
the devastating floods.
For his 80th birthday
the family treated him to a
return trip to Iceland to relive his RAF days. In 2007
Fred and June celebrated
their diamond wedding
with an open house for
family and friends.
Fred Siford, a man
although small in stature
was big in heart; he was
a dedicated husband,
father and grandfather and
someone who always found
time to help others.
Fred enjoyed a full and
varied life and has left his
family and friends with
many happy and treasured
memories.
Rest in Peace Fred,
you deserve it.

Things are quieter around
the Lookout in the Winter
and it gives us a chance
to catch up on the social
side of things and meet
fellow
Watchkeepers
somewhere other than
a shift changeover. The
Christmas Dinner was
a great success, the
highlight of the evening
being the Gentleman’s
Paper Aeroplane Contest,
properly won by our
Technical Officer. The
evening also held the draw
that saw the Raffle Prize
of a framed print by local
artist Helen Settrington
going to a supporter in
Wadebridge.
Some members had
an interesting trip to

Falmouth to see how
the Coastguard operates
and where we fit in,
followed by a tour of the
All Weather and Inshore
lifeboats courtesy of the
RNLI. And our thanks
to The Napoleon Inn
for organising a fund raising Quiz Night on our
behalf.
Local support has
always been essential to
our work and we were
very sorry to lose one of
our staunchest original
supporters with the
passing of Fred Siford.
As well as being
instrumental in setting
up the station he was a
tireless fundraiser on our
behalf and the summer
barbecues in his garden
will be long remembered
We would like to wish
everyone a busy and
successful season and if
you, your guests or any
visitors want to know
what the sea conditions
are beyond the harbour
you can always give us a
ring on 01840250965

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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What Lies Beneath: How Laying a Pipe
Turned into a Journey Back in Time

SWW Update

We’ve had our very own
version of Time Team in
the area for the past few
months – and now we’re
getting the chance to find
out exactly what they’ve
uncovered.
It all began back in
May 2009, when the
County Council’s Historic
Environmental
Projects
linked up with South West
Water. As we all know,
the company is putting
in a pipeline as part of
the Boscastle, Bossiney
and Tintagel Waste Water
Treatment Scheme which
is due for completion later
in the year.

A cist grave jar, dating back
at least 1500 years

They’ve made some
extraordinary discoveries
that prove that history
is not so much right on
your doorstep, but right
beneath our feet. A flint
working site, dating back
an amazing 6000 years

ago – that’s a couple of
thousand years before the
Pharaohs ruled Egypt –
was found close to a stream
at Tintagel. Archaeologists
call this the Mesolithic Age,
when people were nomadic
hunter-gatherers.
They also found 30 pits,
probably from Neolithic
times (6000 – 4500 years
ago). Most contained
charcoal or burnt stones
but a few contained bits
of broken pottery. The
highlight was the discovery
in a pit near Bossiney of
fragments of broken bowls,
10 razor sharp flints and a
beautiful flint arrow head.
No-one knows what the
pits were used for – some
could have been used for
cooking, while others
might have been used for
rituals.
Elsewhere, a large stone
box or cist measuring
roughly 2m by 0.7m was
discovered at Forrabury
cliffs. It was made of large
slate slabs set on edge set
within a pit. Beaker pottery
dating from the Early
Bronze Age (4500 - 4000
years ago) was obtained
from the cist fill. A second,
similar structure was found
in a field to the northeast
of Trevalga.

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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A prehistoric field
system was uncovered in
three fields to the north of
Bossiney and a Bronze Age
roundhouse some 8m in
diameter was uncovered on
a north facing hill-slope at

and
Environmental
Planner on 01392 446688
or email Kate on kstokes@
southwestwater.co.uk.
Book a place by Wednesday
17th March.

A fallen standing stone, probably dating from the early bronze age.
The man with the shovel is slightly younger!

Trevalga on the site of the
Waste Water Treatment
Works. This was totally
excavated and is thought
to date to the later part of
the Bronze Age (3000 years
ago).
A cemetery was also
unearthed – the exact date
of which remains a mystery.
But the experts believe it
is from later prehistoric
or early medieval times,
around 2000 years ago.
The graves have remained
undisturbed and have been
covered to ensure they’re
protected.
All of this work has
been paid for by South
West Water and if you
want to find out more,
then you can go along to a
talk given by Carl Thorpe
of the Cornwall Council
Historic
Environment
Department. It’s being
held in Tintagel Social Hall
on Monday March 22nd at
7pm and you can reserve a
place by contacting Kate
Stokes, SWW Ecologist

Finally, some good news:
The contractors for South
West Water, Bam Nuttall,
say they hope to have
all the main road works
completed by Easter. At
the end of March they’ll be
pulling a fibre optic cable in
Boscastle from Forrabury to
the Harbour, together with
the power supply to New
Road pumping station.
This will be the last part
of the disruption to the
road network in Boscastle
for this scheme. Both
South West Water and
Bam Nuttall would like to
thank everyone in the area
for their co-operation and
understanding while the
work has been going on.

Peter Bentall

Peter was born in Windsor
where he grew up and lived
with his parents Ron and
Betty and sister Gloria. His
Grandmother lived on a Farm
in Temple and other family
members lived in Nanstallon,
St Tudy and Bolventor.
Sadly these relatives have
all died now but several are
buried at Temple Church.
Peter met Diane in
Windsor in the days of Mods
and Rockers, when they were
both 16 years old and they
travelled all over the place on
scooters.
Peter joined the Thames
Valley Police in January
1973, following in his Uncle
John’s footsteps and taking
on his shoulder number of
PC1111. He enjoyed his
Police service, commencing
as a PC and working through
specialist teams, armed guards
for Margaret Thatcher at
Chequers, and attained the
rank of Inspector. He ended
his career as Area Commander
on the Roads Policing
Unit for Buckinghamshire.
Pete completed 31 years of
service with Thames Valley
Police and then moved from
Buckinghamshire to retire in
Boscastle in 2003.

Pete and Di were
married in 1973
and had a daughter,
Claire
and
son,
Mark. He was very
proud of his children,
Claire becoming a
Police officer here in
Cornwall and Mark
a very competent
builder with his own
company in Princes
Risborough.
Mark married Ava in
the Dominican Republic
and gave Pete three
Granddaughters, Chelsea,
Ellie-May and Kacie. Claire
married Steve at Forrabury
Church here in Boscastle
and gave him another
Granddaughter, Imogen and
they are expecting a second
child in a few weeks.
Pete and Di spent many
hours lovingly restoring
their home in Boscastle and
together they have made
some very special friends in
the village. Pete especially
enjoyed the odd HSD beer
with them!
Pete loved his DIY and
also the time spent greeting
holiday makers to the
accommodation or caravan
pitches at Venn Down.
Around 24 years ago Pete
bought an old A35 car and a
1953 AJS Motorcycle, which
were both to be restoration
projects. Both are still
awaiting the time when he
had nothing else to do.
Pete and Di were together
for 42 years and happily
married for almost 37 years.
Loosing Pete so suddenly
has left an enormous gap in
the lives of his family and all
those who knew him.

Peeps at the Past
17 August 1810: Bound to the Sea-service
To Captains, masters of vessels etc, to be
immediately bound to the sea-service, two lads,
one 13 yrs, the other 9 yrs. Apply to the Overseers,
of St. Thomas at LAUNCESTON. The boys are
both strong and healthy and well worth the notice
of the persons of the above description.

[Pauper children, those “on the parish” were
normally apprenticed to some trade at the age of
nine. The masters, to whom a premium was paid,
often overworked and ill-treated these young
people, who in consequence frequently ran away.]
11 March 1842: Of Cornish Manufacture
At Hayle, the “Pencalenick”, “Wave” and
“Auspicious” have just completed the loading of
300 tons of cast and wrought iron for the Clifton
suspension bridge, manufactured by Messrs.
Sandys, Carne and Vivian (Copperhouse Foundry),
they supplied 1,800 tons. They also supplied parts
for a suspension bridge at Hungerford.

19 November 1891: A Burning Steamship
on Beeny Beach
A steamer, which proved to be the ‘LONDOS’
bound from Cardiff to Poole, was observed to
be on fire off Bude on Sunday. The lifeboat was
launched and proceeded to the ship, but nothing
could be seen of the crew. Subsequently however
they were found in the ship’s boat under Compass
Point, and were got safely into harbour.
There were nine hands all told and according
to information given by one of them, the steamer’s
cargo consisted of petroleum and benzoline. The fire
was discovered shortly after midnight on Saturday,
when the steamer was about ten miles from the
shore, and at once reported to the captain. It spread
with terrible rapidity, and the crew (amongst
whom was Thomas Brewer, Falmouth) fearing an
explosion, at once took the lee boat, with the resul
already started. After drifting all day on Sunday the
burning steamship stranded on Beeny beach, about
two miles to the eastward of Boscastle, in sight of
hundreds of people from Camelford, Delabole,
Tintagel, Lesnewth, St Juliot and St Gennys who
had assembled on the cliffs.
8 Sept 1826: Launched At Padstow
There were launched from the yard of Mr J.
Tredwen, Padstow, a schooner named “Delabole”
built for R. Bake, a quarry owner and a smack
“Affo” built for Roseveare and Sloggatt of Boscastle
also quarry owners.
compiled by Peter Kinsman
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THEN AND NOW - THE TEENAGE YEARS
Chris Rodda reminisces ...
In 1959, after five depressing
years at boarding school
with only a handful of Olevels I was scarcely sixth
form material, but Mr G
V Marks, who had been
headmaster of Bodmin
County Grammar School
since 1937, nevertheless
invited me to take tea at
his home. “I don’t expect
senior boys to wear caps”
he explained kindly, “they
look silly. But I would
appreciate it if you would
wear the school tie and a
dark jacket.”
Thus I became a
privileged member of
a civilized and tolerant
mini-society. The School
occupied an imposing
set of nineteenth century
buildings in Harleigh
Road just above the railway
station.
Most
pupils
travelled from Padstow and
Wadebridge and stops along
the way: Bodmin Road,
Nanstallon and Grogley
Halt.
The staff were long
serving, dedicated and
soundly realistic as to our
chances of success. They
would have been astounded
at the number of A* grades
achieved these days, but
standards were different
then. The Senior Mistress,
Olive Stone, frightened
the life out of the toughest
teenage rebel. Dick Roberts,
as deputy head, was a local
deity who gave unstinted
devotion both to his job
and to sporting life of the
town, becoming Chairman
of the Cornwall Football
Association. One year,
unable to use them himself,
he offered free Cup Final
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tickets to any members
of the sixth form who
could make the journey to
London.
The school fostered an
actual love of learning,
to study a subject for its
own sake, not just a job
qualification. One day
my English master took
me aside for a serious
chat. “I am really worried
about your basic grammar,
Christopher” he said, “You
have never really grasped
the fact that the verbs to
be, to become or to seem
never take a direct object.”
Lamentably, I never really
worked out the difference
between a gerund and a
gerundive either.
I never heard of an
instance
of
corporal
punishment.
Discipline
was by example or gentle
encouragement. With just
320 boys and girls, forty
in the sixth, prefects were
expected to know the names
of every pupil in the school.
Once we were asked to have
a word with a notorious
bully. Behind the cricket
pavilion we cornered the
miscreant and had just a
word. He took the hint and
never re-offended.
We enjoyed cultural
exchanges
with
our
neighbouring grammars,
Camelford and St Austell,
where we were so impressed
by a the young actor playing
Macbeth, directed by the
redoubtable
Frederick
Ferdinand
FarnhamFlower(!), our cheers nearly
brought the play to a halt
Our lives were dominated
by rock ‘n’ roll, not much
sex, and drugs, not at all.
To develop our social skills

we were taught to dance,
once a week practicing the
quick step and waltz, the
backbone of official school
“hops”. Rapidly, this was
deemed far too ‘square‘,
the BBC Light Programme
far too boring. For five
bob (25p for the postdecimalisation generation)
one could acquire all the
components of a crystal
radio. Using bedsprings as
an aerial, earphone clamped
to one ear, you could pick
up the faint strains of
Radio Luxembourg. Bulky
shellac 78s gave way to
plastic-45s as Donald Peers
and Rosemary Clooney
retreated before the sounds
of Buddy Holly and Bert
Weedon’s guitar on our
portable Dansettes. Four
sixth formers became The
Druids, Cornwall’s most
famous rock band.
We looked forward to
summer holidaymakers who
brought tidings of the latest
fashions or dance crazes.
Girls still wore button up
cardigans over skirts bulked
out with innumerable
petticoats, but jiving or

doing the Twist revealed an
occasional flash of stocking
top. From a catalogue I
bought on HP a long black
Italian drape jacket, shot
through with silver threads,
worn of course, with a
black string tie. I thought I
looked wonderful. Luckily I
couldn’t afford the complete
Teddy Boy outfit - velvet
collar, drainpipe trousers,
winkle pickers, Tony Curtis/
DA and sideburns, even
then reckoned a bit OTT
- if you dared laugh at the
wearer. One of the hardest
was Toughie (names have
been changed to protect the
guilty) who liked to maim
someone every Saturday
night. Once, I was dancing
with my glamorous sister,
and he tried to muscle in.
Mortified by his mistake
he then became her
devoted swain and me,
by association, his mate.
Years later I bumped into
Toughie again, potbellied
and with two kids, working
as a linesman for SWEB.
Boys were generally
spotty and horrible, the
continues on next page

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade cakes,
scones and
pastries, a large
range of breads,
crisps & handmade
cookies, takeaway teas, coffee,
drinking chocolate
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205

THEN AND NOW ... continued
girls straight from the
Lucie Clayton Charm
School. Nevertheless love
blossomed, all those pale
blue envelopes marked
SWALK,
BURMA
or NORWICH, “Mr
Postman/Don’t Be Slow./
Be Like Elvis/Go, Man,
Go!” While snogging was
permitted, hardly anyone
progressed to “it”. Couples
went steady for years, but if
the girl got pregnant they
had to get married, and fast
- a powerful contraceptive
in those pre-Pill days.
But life was not entirely
without
excitement.
Borrowing a dad’s tiny
Austin A35, we chipped in
for two gallons of petrol (five
shillings) and motored to St
Columb where there was a
coffee bar with jukebox that
stayed open until 10pm at
night. Daringly, we clubbed
together to hire a couple
of caravans for a swinging
weekend at Rock. After
the beach party the girls
returned chastely to theirs,
we piled morosely into ours.
Once I was inveigled into a

young blonde’s bedroom
but hearing heavy parental
tread on stairs she pushed
me out of the window.
Fortunately it was only
a dormer bungalow, as I
skated down wet slates into
the rhododendrons. The
next time I took a rope.
Cornwall in the late
50s had lost heart, mining
had disappeared, farming
was at subsistence level,
its population declining as
youngsters moved out to
find jobs. We hardly knew
we were on the brink of
a brighter future, mainly
buoyed up by tourism
and the perception that
Cornwall, with its beaches
and balmy weather, was
actually a delightful place
to live.
My sixth form days
were in every sense an
intellectual and emotional
transformation. From a
weakling start I became
(rare in those days) a
university entrant, all due
to the care and attention I
received. For this I will be
forever grateful.

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

CR

The Bottreaux Hotel and Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG
Situated at the top of the old village
We have 8 en suite attractive bedrooms
Our Restaurant is open to guests and non-residents

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW

We would appreciate and recommend that you
pre-book your table
(Restaurant is closed Sunday and Wednesday)
Or check availability for accommodation on

Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

01840 250231

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374

We have a varied A La Carte Menu
(32 ozs rump steak for £17.95)
Plus we offer a good selection of wines all
at reasonable prices.
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Book Review

Local
author,
Paul
Broadhurst has published,
with Robin Heath, his
latest work ‘The Secret
Land’, the product of ten
years of research. In this
well referenced, beautifully
illustrated volume, Paul
seeks to explain the
enduring power of the
Arthurian legend which,
he claims, has been drawn
from ancient understanding
of the heavens and celestial
bodies, rather than being
simply based upon a
particular character. He
describes and analyses the
curious and distinctive
charm of the Cornish
landscape and identifies
significant features of our
surroundings which may
not be obvious to many
nowadays, when we live in
a world which draws our
attention away from the
physical and natural features
of our countryside, and
where modern, sometimes
invasive, building and
construction works can
obscure ancient remains or
structures. He reveals the
existence of patterns in the
landscape, demonstrating
how earlier peoples were
more closely linked with
forces of nature.

The patterns which
Paul sees within our
surrounding areas are
represented for the reader
on local maps: he traces
outlines
defined
by
significant features and
structures in the landscape.
Within these outlines can
be interpreted depictions
of a variety of beasts and
creatures, ranging from the
bear within the Tintagel
area, the lion around the
Bodmin to Lostwithiel
area, the pig around the
St Mabyn and Longstone
area, the wolf from the St
Mawgan and St Columb
Major area, a giant hare
from the Caradon Hill
area embacing Liskeard
to Upton Cross, to say
nothing of a giant in the
landscape to the east of
Lostwithiel.

Valency

For any resident or
native of Cornwall, the
book contains a wealth of
fascinating detail. There are
many references of specific
local interest, with Tintagel
figuring largely, but there
are also wider links to
significant patterns found
beyond the county. There
is an impressive number of
references to local buildings,
churches, carvings, stone
monuments and landscape
features which have links
to the bear and the lion. It
seems impossible to believe
that it is mere coincidence
when one sees the links the
author makes between the
crests of the great families
of Cornwall and the many
church carvings. Even for
those who are unwilling to
accept all the links made
and conclusions drawn,
the book contains a wealth
of fascinating details about
ancient monuments and
the extraordinary range of
church carvings which are
available for the public to
view. As such, the book can
be used as an interesting
guide drawing attention
to details which previously

may
have
remained
unseen.
The final section of the
book contains contributions
from Robin Heath, Paul’s
co-author, who provides
‘tangible and quantitative’
evidence to support Paul’s
research. He produces a
range of persuasive and
detailed maps and charts
to demonstrate that the
evidence they produce
is far from a series of
coincidences. There is an
extensive
bibliography
for any reader wishing
to pursue the challenges
offered by this quest.
The Secret Land is
published by Mythos, and
has been written, produced
and printed in Cornwall.
A fine-quality collector’s
limited edition of 1,000,
signed and numbered by
the author, is available
direct from Mythos, Box
888, Launceston, Cornwall
PL15 7YH for £25 plus
£4 p&p and a paperback
edition is £17.50 plus
£2.70 p&p. For more
information email Paul
Broadhurst:
mythosbox888@yahoo.co.uk.
AR

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397
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01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
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12

13
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18

7

8

17

19

33

20

30

27

28

34

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

21

23

40

32

34

35

36

38

41

42

45

47

Mobile: 07967 507457

22

11

29

39

39

Tel: 01840 250635

9

32

37

44

28

31

33

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

8

25

26

Building Contractor

10

18

24

DAVID WASHER

9

43

46

48

49

49

Across

Down

1 biased

1 weapon

12 smell

2 prepare for publication

13 stableman

3 English city

14 bishop’s headdress

4 variety of wheat

15 fibre

5 before

16 Aleutian island

6 work

17 SE Asian republic

7 5th son of Jacob

18 Bantu warriors

8 man’s name

20 at the same time

9 Cumbrian lake

24 woman’s name

10 bishop’s diocese

25 hand tool

11 sailing boat

26 US state

19 spring flower

29 real

21 protective block

30 hinder

22 lizard

32 letter of Greek alphabet

23 sheltered side

33 vegetable

27 marsupial

34 European language

28 saturated

37 brooches with profile head

31 area between veins on
a leaf

38 unusual

33 head covering

39 small bone in middle ear

34 hesitate

42 alternatively

35 produce

45 Italian river

36 person of sourage

46 vetch

40 portable audio player

47 low spirits

42 a headland

48 deserted

44 pig pen
45 weep

Answers on page 37
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John (Butch) and Belinda Adams

With each visit to
Boscastle, regular visitors
may sometimes be aware
of small changes to the
village, but residents are
obviously more aware
of how they affect the
community. Changes are
often lamented, especially
when, for whatever reason,
people drop out of view. It
is to be hoped that this will
not happen to John (Butch)
and Belinda Adams, now
that they have retired from
the Cobweb, where, up
until September 2009, they
lived and worked.
Belinda’s roots are firmly
established in Boscastle
since, not only was she a
‘Kinsman’ but, as a child
she lived in Valancy Row in
the Harbour. She has many
memories of her Boscastle
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childhood, such collecting
car numbers in the harbour,
with friends, there were
fewer cars passing through
Boscastle then (try that
now!!) and the 1958 flood
when, having just walked
over the old bridge, she
watched part of it collapse.
Butch, a Boscastle man
by adoption, was an Essex
lad, whose family moved
when he was a child from
Romford to Dorchester,
then on to Delabole. After
his father died, his mother
moved back to Dorset. The
’pull’ of Cornwall being too
strong for Butch to resist,
he remained in Delabole.
He learnt the butchering
trade at Launceston’s
abattoir, eventually moving
to Eastman’s butchers shop
in Camelford. It was there
that the first steps of their

life together, were taken.
Belinda worked in the egg
packing station, now the
North Cornwall Museum
& Gallery, and Butch
would collect the eggs from
there to sell in Eastman’s
shop. Like many locals
of that era some of their
courting was spent in the
long-gone Delabole Picture
House, to which Butch
would drive them both in
his Ford Popular (not bad
for those days, a seventeen
year old owning his own
car!) ‘he had a different
car every year’!! They
were married in 1966 and
moved to Tintagel, where
a second son was added to
the family (the sons being
Vincent and Christopher)
and Butch worked in the
butcher’s section of the
Co-op.
Several years later they
were approached by Molly
Webber, who asked if they
were interested in renting
Cowling’s butcher’s shop in
Fore Street, Boscastle. They
agreed and becoming self

employed, moved to the
Boscastle Butcher’s shop.
In such a small village, the
shop alone could not sustain
the butcher’s business and
so Butch obtained a mobile
butcher’s van, visiting local
villages ‘in all weathers’!!
He reminded me of those
chains that were put on
vehicle’s wheels, in icy
weather – we could have
done with them this
winter!! Together they
worked at ‘Molly’s’ for 20
years and it was not without
its excitements. On one
occasion Butch’s car caught
fire at the front of the shop.
Since the slope of Fore
Street meant that petrol
was constantly feeding
the fire, it was not easily
extinguished. Neighbours
were alerted and the Fire
Brigade called before it
could be brought under
control. Another occasion
a film crew wanted to use
the shop for a film about
Cornish wrestling. Butch
had a speaking part in it
and the film was shown at

Adrian & Staff
Welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
Ring (01840) 250278

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
20th March: Alison’s Kitchen
20th March: Rickety Bones
10th April: Retrobates
17th Apr: Whiskey Thieves
24th April: Blue Slate
1st May: Shane Soloman
8th May: Jailhouse

15th May: Tush
22nd May: Festive Road
29th May: Brian T Williams
5th June: Alison’s Kitchen
12th June: Blue Slate
19th June: Whiskey Thieves
26th June: The Tank Slappers

Butch & Belinda Urchins

continued

the Cannes Film Festival
and on BBC TV. A few
years back the film crew of
the series Doc Martin used
Molly’s again in a scene, but
alas, there was no budding
film star from amongst the
locals this time!!
The Cobweb has been
a pub since 1947 (before
that it sold seed, coal and
‘everything’). When Ivor
Bright, the publican, was
due to retire he asked
Butch and Belinda whether
they would be interested
in working and living in
the Cobweb. They agreed
and the butcher’s business
was taken over by May’s
of Tintagel. It was a good
time to get out of the
business, since around
this period new Health
and Safety Regulations
and the outbreak of foot
and mouth affected the
meat trade considerably.
For the next 20 years they
‘lived above the shop’, with
Butch running the bar
and Belinda managing the
kitchen. Belinda claims to
be a ‘plain cook’ but as the
‘ Hairy Bikers’ TV series
‘Mums Know Best’ proves,
there is nothing ’plain’
about ‘plain cooking’. Just

as the butcher business had
its moments so too did
the Cobweb, for on one
Boxing Day, a time when
the Cobweb allegedly went
‘crazy’, Butch entered the
bar on a horse. (I hope the
horse was given his pint!!).
On another occasion a near
catastrophe occurred when
a section of the cliff fell
through the roof, into their
bedroom (fortunately they
were away on holiday).
Butch still can be found
serving in the Cobweb
on certain days, but now
they have retired they have
more time to spend in
their leisure pursuits, such
as caravanning, walking,
swimming,
foreign
holidays and collecting
post cards of old Boscastle.
I was surprised at the
number of different views
of Boscastle there were.
One post card, special to
John and Belinda, shows
a view of the harbour with
two little girls sitting to the
right of the picture. It is
special because one of the
little girls - is Belinda! As
I said, her roots are deeply
embedded in Boscastle, as
are Butch’s now.

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314
Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

GQ

ANDREW LEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEP
& STOVE INSTALLATIONS
SWEEPING, SERVICING
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
AND ALTERATIONS
Registered Company No: 2372

TEL: 01840 250114
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News from School

Despite the weather we
The Year 5 and 6
have been as busy as usual children have just finished
at school. The children their Bikeability course and
have been learning about I am pleased to say they all
Sikhism with Daya who passed with flying colours.
has been working with us I spent an afternoon with
for the last month. Daya one of the groups as they
is a Sikh lady who lives were training at Doctors
near St Austell and has Corner. I was very impressed
taught our children about with their cycling skills,
her religion and also the control of speed and road
traditions that form part positioning – however as a
of her family life. During driver I have learned that
each lesson the children children need much longer
dressed in tradition clothes than I expected to assess
and learned about the situations, get their pedals
Gurdwara (temple), Guru in the correct position and
Granth Sahib (the Sikh’s then go – so can I make a
Holy Book), food, dancing plea for patience if you do
and weddings.
Robin Hood
The mist was a blanket of snow upon the forest,
The moon was a ball of ice that had been tossed by an ice titan,
The forest was a space of darkness like the night sky,
Robin Hood came sprinting,
Sprinting, Sprinting,
Robin Hood came sprinting, to retrieve his slaughtered boar.
He’d a green cocked hat with a feather pointing out and a small beard at
his chin;
He’d a green cotton jerkin, and trousers made of rough boar skin.
They fitted with a scratchy feel, his moccasins where up to his thigh!
And he ran with a muddy lookHis jerkin a muddy look His trousers a muddy look His moccasins a murky look, under the dark night sky.
By Rory Mead
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meet our youngsters out
on their bikes!
Running a bikeability
course each year is one
of the action plans in our
travel plan. Every school
in the country has to
write a travel plan which
identifies how children
get to school and what
actions can be taken to
make travel safer. Plans
have to be sent to the
Council where they
are reviewed. Our plan
(which included parental
comments)
contained
many comments about
the dangers of the roads
around Boscastle and
particularly Drs Corner.
Should the Council
decide that action needs
to be taken to improve
safety they will inform the
Parish Council and carry
out a public consultation
in accordance with their
statutory duties.

Work Starts on New
PreSchool Building
Work started in February
on the refurbishment and
extension of the ‘Top School’
building to provide new
accommodation for the
Boscastle Pre-School.
After
the
successful
application by Boscastle
School and Boscastle Preschool, a grant was allocated
by Cornwall Council’s Family
Services Division to fund the
work. Detailed plans were
drawn up by Innes Architects
of Wadebridge and submitted
for planning permission. This
was granted last September
and detailed specifications
for the work were put out
to competitive tender to a
number of local builders.
The successful tender was
submitted
by
Morlock
Building Collective.
The project will provide
high quality surroundings
which will be used by children
of both the pre-school and the
school which will forge closer
working links between them.
Use of the extensive outdoor
area has been planned with
the help of the Eden Project
and will allow us to make the
most of the grounds, which
stretch down to the river.
Improvements will be made to
the existing vegetable garden
and the ‘wild’ woodland area
beyond. The new facilities
will not only provide a new
home for the pre-school,
but will offer an exciting and
stimulating environment for
all the children of Boscastle
that will be unique within
North Cornwall.
Work is expected to take
around five months and it is
planned that the pre-school
will move from the village
hall in time for the start of the
new school year in September
2010.

Peter Pan
The air was a tickle of a feather on a infants chin
The stars were polished, acknowledged silver coins scattered
in the gloomy sky,
Wendy’s detached home was a silent child scolded by a
teacher,
And Peter Pan came gliding,
Gliding, gliding
And Peter Pan came gliding down to Wendy’s windowsill.
He’d a coked hat on his forehead and grubby skin at his neck
He’d a tight dress of tatty rags and his tights were wreaked,
They fitted with always a rip and his pumps were up to his
ankle,
And he glided with a shining sparkle
His sword hilt a sparkle,
His dagger hilt a sparkle, above the thankful clouds.
by Lucy Nicholls

Batman
The rain was cat’s footsteps upon a stone floor.
The moon was like pepperoni pizza cut in to half on
a blue table cloth.
The ground was like a pile of moss on the dusty
road.
Batman came flying,
Flying, flying
Batman came flying over to save the falling woman.
He had a black coated costume with black spots on
the cape.
He had imbedded jewels on the back of his cloak.
He had an expensive cloth and a precious piece of
treasure.
He came with a pound,
He flew with a pound,
He jumped with a pound on top of a roof top.
By David Littlejohns
ROBIN HOOD

The clouds were blanket smothering a fire,
The sun was a candle staying on all the time,
The forest was crammed, with loads of bushes and trees,
And Robin Hood came running,
Running, running,
Robin Hood came running swiftly along the path.
He had clothes made of wool, and scruffy hair,
He had boots made of leather, and wanted everything to be fair.
He had brown trousers, with straps down the side,
And hair all over his back, and he walked with pride.
And he rode with a shimmer, shimmer, shimmer,
Robin Hood rode with a shimmer of pride.
Written by Benjamin James Nicholls

DUCK RACE DAY 2010 ~Sunday 4th July
Duck Race Day this year will be on Sunday 4th July. The
day will start at 11.00am with stalls, live entertainment and
attractions on Valency lawn and around the harbour. The
race itself starts at 3.00pm. Everybody is welcome - stall/
table application forms are available from the school.
To contact the School phone 01840 250329 or
E-mail: secretary@boscastle.cornwall.sch.uk
Web: www. boscastle.cornwall.sch.uk

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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News at the Newsagents ~ Ave atque vale!

Gill and Oliver Smeeth

After serving the village
faithfully for fifteen years,
Oliver and Gill Smeeth are
relinquishing the Boscastle
Newsagents to take a wellearned semi retirement to
their farm at Camelford
Station to care for their
bullocks. They also hope
to spend a lot more time
at their Spanish finca near
Alicante.
Oliver was born in
Redruth, where his father,
who milked his own
cows, ran a milk round.
Unluckily, Redruth lost
Oliver early on when he
moved to Camelford at the

age of four. Gill was born in
Dublin and in her nursing
career moved to the UK and
met Oliver at a wedding of
mutual friends and are now
celebrating their own thirty
fifth wedding anniversary.
They have no regrets
about taking on the
newsagents, despite having
to start the day at five
thirty they are one of the
few businesses in Boscastle
which stay open seven days
a week throughout the
year.
Oliver and Gill were
overwhelmed
by
the
number
of
goodwill

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.
____________________________________

For further details please ring: 01840 250456

www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk
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messages they received at
their generous open day
in January. They have so
enjoyed and appreciated
the support of their faithful
staff over the years. And
they would like a special
mention for the support
Jeremy Hicks gave to them
during the difficult times
after the flood!
We are sorry to see
them go, and will miss
them, but it is so good to
be able to welcome the new
owners of the Boscastle
Newsagents, Ian Lewis and
Rebecca Harrison, to the
community. This is a truly
new venture for this couple
and we wish them well.

formerly a dental nurse
in Wadebridge, is also
looking forward to this
new challenge. Luckily, she
has considerable experience
in local retailing, having
helped run a family
business enterprise in the
form of a café at the foot of
Tintagel castle. There also
have two sons who will be
enjoying village life, Myles,
aged ten, and Lucas, who is
four months at the time of
writing. I am sure that we
will all support them and
make them feel welcome.
They are fortunate in
inheriting a faithful band
of experienced staff from
Gill and Oliver, who will

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Ian Lewis and Rebecca Harrison

Ian was born in
Banbury,
Oxfordshire,
and moved to Tintagel at
the age of six. He has been
a landscape gardener for
some time , but now wishes
to run his own business,
although he thinks he may
miss the opportunity to
spend so much time out of
doors! Rebecca, who was

be of invaluable help to
them in the initial stages.
Both Ian and Rebecca have
wisely decided to ‘learn the
ropes’ before embarking
on making any possible
changes to the business.
The telephone number
of Boscastle Newsagents
remains 01840 250419.
AR

Jeremy’s Newspaper Round

Jeremy Hicks has delivered
newspapers and magazines
in and around Boscastle
for more than twelve
years. He has nearly one
hundred customers and his
round covers about twenty
miles. Starting at 6.15am
it normally takes him two
and a half hours: on the
first day after the flood it
took him nine hours and
all but a few received their
papers. During the recent
heavy snow he managed
to reach all but the most
outlying places.

Previously
Jeremy
enlisted
with
the
Metropolitan Police where
he served for thirty years
but returned to Boscastle
as soon as possible after
he retired. His ex wife Gill
and their thirteen years old
daughter Charlotte, both
live in the village. Jeremy’s
hobby is gardening and he
enjoys visits to Davidstow
Moor to see the wildlife
there. He says that he will
go on delivering newspapers
as long as he is well enough
to do the round.

BLACKBEARD

The fog was a blanket of darkness, upon the ravishing sea;
The stars were a twinkle of gold and silver, over the diamond
sky,
The ship was a ghostly figure, upon the Caribbean ocean,
And Blackbeard came sailing,
Sailing, sailing,
Blackbeard came sailing up to the pier with grace.
He’d a hat of rough cow-skin and a beard down to his coat;
He’d a coat of sapphire velvet and boots of skinned goat.
He stood on his ship at the wheel, with a savage gleam in his
eye.
He sailed with a look of triumph,
His crew with a look of triumph,
Under the misty sky.
By Beau Palin

A Hill Fort for the Rest of the
Turkey
continued from page 12
fog was meant for Torquay,
although it is pretty low
down, isn’t it, really for a hill
fort or fog? I’m confusing
myself now. And if you’re
taking a walk in the area,
have a care, because, ‘on
the moors’ has transmuted
into ‘on the Meuse’. Fair
old way to get back home,
really, especially if you
had booked somewhere
local. Such a shame if
you had been practising
your Cornish and the
host suddenly bursts into
French: just the sort of
challenge one doesn’t need
after a walk by the Meuse
when you thought you
were just outside Bodmin.
I suppose the profession
of air hostess could be
deemed to have a number
of stressful situations built
in to it, which is why the
subtitle ‘the former air
whose stressed’, which
turned out to be ‘the former
air hostess’ could be seen as
quite appropriate. ‘Blairy
Queen of Scots’ was a bit
over the top, I thought. I
mean, was she really that
bad?
An unexpected blessing
of the forgetful condition I
find myself enjoying is that
I can either prepare two
meals, or none. So, if I do
this in the right order, that
is, if I have prepared two,
then I’ve got tomorrow’s
meals all ready to hand. If
I’ve done it in the wrong
order, namely, forgotten
to prepare any at all, then
we have to go through the
trail of looking through the
badly labelled contents of
my freezer. And then, it is
possible to find old friends

one had long forgotten. In
fact, some of the old friends
from the freezer are so old,
I fear they almost pre-date
the invention of the freezer,
or are so mature that
merely a fond and hygienic
farewell is required. All
talk of a ‘sell by date‘, or
that rather sweet one, ‘best
before’ (I know the feeling,
myself ) is superfluous. A
firm hand is simply needed
on the helm, when one
recognises food which has
long since abandoned any
reasonable hope of being
consumed!
However,
should
friends
arrive
unexpectedly, or at least
when one had ‘neglected
to enter the encounter on
ones social calendar’ (I
think ‘forgotten‘ is a cruel
word in this context), the
exhumation of historically
prepared dishes from
the darling freezer may
suddenly become essential.
At this point one may regret
having consigned dishes of
a certain age to a premature
demise. It may always be
worth hanging on to that
UFO, ‘unidentified frozen
object’, which can be
resurrected at a moment’s
notice for the unwary. Noone has yet been admitted
to a medical centre as a
direct result of my culinary
treats. Watch this space.
As it so kindly reported
on the news subtitles this
evening when reporting the
imminent destruction of
yet another British industry,
‘ there’s another Neil in the
coffin of the steel industry’.
Poor old Neil, what’s he
ever done to you, then?
AR
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Down 1 tomahawk 2 edit 3 Nottingham 4 durum 5 ere 6 toil
7 Issachar 8 Otto 9 Ullswater 10 see 11 cutter 19 primrose
21 hurter 22 iguana 23 lee 27 opossom 28 wet 31 areole
33 cap 34 falter 35 crop 36 hero 40 ipod 41 cape 42 Erse
44 sty 45 cry
Answers to Crossword:
Across 1 tendentious 12 odour 13 ostler 14 mitre 15 istle
16 Attu 17 Laos 18 Impi 20 while 24 Ann 25 auger 26 Iowa
29 tare 30 hamper 32 eta 33 carrot 34 French 37 cameos
38 rare 39 ossicle 43 or 45 Cleopatra 46 Po 47 tare 48 mopes
49 derelict

Mike Simmonds gives an
introduction to foraging:
Wild Food
It is easy to forget that
every single one of the
world’s vegetable foods
that now conveniently line
the shelves of our modern
supermarkets, was once a
wild plant. Todays versions
are the results of generations
of
plant-breeding
and developments in
cultivation and agriculture.
However almost every
British outdoor grown
garden vegetable still has a
wild ancestor amongst our
natural flora – for example
wild cabbage, wild parsnip,
celery. There is a world of
powerful and surprising
flavours intact in the wild
– herbs and salads, fungi,
shoreline plants, fruits and
berries. With an upsurge
in interest in wild foods,
growing your own veg,
sustainability,
bushcraft
skills etc, now is the time
to explore any urges you
have had to give it a go.
Foraging for usable wild
foods can be immensely
satisfying, not least because
you are eating something
that is not over-packaged,
overpriced,
transported
and stored for goodness
knows how long by your
local
superstore.
The
‘search’ is akin to a hunt, a
pastime that will take you
exploring the countryside,
keeping active and making
a connection with nature.
The satisfaction of learning
to
recognise
plants,
understanding seasonality
and habitats makes it all
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worthwhile – even if what
you find only supplements
your normal food, it was
you that found it.
Going back in time, it
is interesting to consider
how we started to depart
from the pure natural
plant foods. As Neolithic
hunters
gathered
the
plants, inevitably seed
was dropped close to
their dwellings; consider
also that no doubt the
largest or highest yielding
plants would have been
gathered…Hey
presto,
automatic selection has
already started with ‘crops’
of more fruitful plants
growing near habitation.
Moving on to the sixteenth
century, almost out of
necessity, a vast range
of herbs and wild plants
were used and understood
by the Elizabethans. We
should, perhaps, be very
grateful to them for doing
all the discovering, tasting
and testing to allow us to
know what is worthwhile
and safe to use. Even so it
is remarkable, for example,
to think how anyone found
out that parts of the saffron
crocus were useful as a
spice – one that to this day
is expensive and frugally
used. We should also be
aware, of course, that many
foods came into use during
this era, after first being
intended for medicinal use,
for example blackcurrants.
These old foraging skills
and customs declined with
the onset of industrialisation
and population expansion.
Most of the plants

continue to thrive however
- and just as well. Before
reliable air transport to the
island fringes of Britain
for example, inhabitants
here found knowledge
of harvesting wild foods
invaluable. Most strikingly
it was the disruptions to
food supplies during the
wars that highlighted this
– yes the Government
pushed the nation to ‘grow
your own’, but they also
encouraged ‘the hedgerow
harvest’. Across Europe
much use was made of wild
fungi and greens. Surviving
off the land was and no
doubt still is an integral
part of the training of the
armed forces.
Wild
plants
are
always there for use when
needed, waiting for their
chance to flourish when
our cultivated plants fail.
They are tough, resilient,
and resistant to disease
except when taken away
from their natural habitat
– then survival becomes
precarious and soil damage
can occur. Conventional
agriculture
in
recent
history has created an end
product first and tried to

adapt and design the plant
ingredients to produce
that result as efficiently as
possible. Surely the reverse
scenario is a better model
– study what plants the
local habitat supports the
best and work with those
ingredients to create a
natural and less harmful
product. In countries with
naturally poor soils this
research is sensibly the only
option.
There is a wealth of
books and online info on the
subjects of foraging, wild
food, hedgerow cookery,
wild food recipes etc.
Also further information
about harvesting particular
species and preparation
and storage can easily be
found – so treat yourself to
a book or borrow one from
the library, grab your plant
ID guides and get out there
and see what you can find!
General picking rules:
• Always identify wild
food with certainty as
some can be poisonous
and potentially deadly. Be
sure to use a dedicated I.D.
book, and better still go
with someone who knows
what they are doing
• Always Wash foraged
food thoroughly before
eating it, regardless of
where it’s grown
• Always collect from

clean areas, away from
heavily used roads and
field margins
• Once a positive I.D. has
been carried out, only try
a small amount, as some
wild foods do not agree
with everyone
• Never take the flowers
or seeds of annuals
• Never uproot the whole
plant
• Never take rare or
protected species
• Always get permission
from the land owner
when not on public
access land

What to look out for in
Spring

Wild garlic (ramsons)
An excellent mild garlic
substitute, use as salad leaf,
to flavour sauces, infuse oils
Lime leaves:
Young leaves for salad and
sandwich filling

• If in doubt leave it out!

Staying within the
law
It’s important to show
respect for landowners,
other foragers and the land
itself. Never uproot a wild
plant without permission
from the landowner (to
do so is illegal under the
Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981). Only pick
as much as you need or
can use and make sure
you’re not preventing the
plant from reproducing
by taking too much at
one time. Be certain not
to disturb the habitat of
birds or other animals
while foraging.

Hawthorn leaves:
Young leaves have a
pleasant nutty taste use in
salad, blended with other
nuts, added to cheese
sandwiches. Added to other
early greens like sorrel and
garlic mustard, dressed with
vinegar and brown sugar
you gat a sauce for spring
lamb
Garlic mustard (jack bythe-hedge):
Use crushed chopped leaves
for mild garlic flavour or use
as you would in mint sauce
for lamb

Nettle:
Pick the young sprouts and
tender tops until about midMay. Their spinach-like taste
is delicious in spring soups
or stuffed in ravioli with
ricotta. Infused for tea
Common Sorrel:
Salad leaf, sauces and
purees, soup
Sea Beet:
Use as spinach

Alexanders:
Widespread by the coast,
the raw leaves are a spicy
salad addition. Cook pinkish
stems from near the base
– eats like asparagus
Dandelion:
Salad leaf or used as spinach.
Roots traditionally used as
coffee substitute
Wood sorrel:
Woodland flower – delicious
citrus flavoured salad leaf
also good with cooked
mushrooms. Should not be
eaten in large quantities
Marsh samphire:
Found on edges of tidal mud
flats in spring. After thorough
washing, it can be eaten

raw or briefly blanched in
unsalted boiling water. Use
in salads or as a vegetable,
particularly with fish.

Wild food on the
seashore
The best months to collect
seaweed are May and June.
The simple rule is to not
pull the whole plant, holdfast and all, from the rocks.
This way it will regenerate,
so cut the seaweed leaving
plenty of ‘stipe’.
Cut very fine they
can be used in salads – a
chinese style sweet and
sour dressing is good with
it. Cut slightly larger to
use in stir fries. The largest
pieces can be cooked down
in soups and stews – the
natural gelatine will help
thicken them.
The common edible
seaweeds are Carragheen
(Irish moss), Dulse and
Laver. You can also use two
of the kelps –oarweed and
sea belt.
I hope to revisit this topic
later in the year to discuss
summer and autumn wild
food. But in the meantime
happy foraging!
Mike Simmonds

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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Old Tyme Music Hall at Otterham & St Juliot Hall
After the awful snow and icy
conditions of early January
people arrived at the hall on
January 23rd for an evening
of jovial flirtatious non stop
entertainment
arranged
by the flamboyant David
Lamond and company.
On arrival the suave Peter
Chisholm-Taylor served a
complimentary glass of wine
to everyone. The evening
commenced with a cold
buffet of cooked local meats,
selection of local cheeses an
array of salads and breads
finishing with a banquet
of fresh fruits arranged in a
floriferous style by David
Lamond. Thanks to Angela
Pethick, Joan Kinsman,
Sandy Darlison and Val Gill
for preparing the buffet.
The entertainment was
in fond memory of the late
Michael Turner who had
arranged so many of the
Cave of Harmony concerts
at Boscastle. Mary Baum
read her poem that she
dedicated to Michael which,
described Michael so well,
Mary said that she was sure
Michael was listening from
above, every word was so
well delivered.
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the company at Otterhan & St Juliot Hall

The opening sequence
was sung by the full company
which included Let’s All Go
to the Music Hall, Put Me
among the girls and Oh! Oh!
Antonio. Some of the other
renditions were: the demure
Marianne Privett singing
The Boy I Love Is up in the
Gallery, The debonair trio of
David Pinn, Roger Toy and
cheeky Roger Nicholls with
Lute Flute and Flageolet
received with laughter from
the audience. The hilarious
Myrna Lester which no
matter what part she
portrays does a wonderful

job, this time one of her
songs was My Mother Said
Always Look Under The
Bed, holding a candle and
with her nightcap on, and
of course all the acting that
Myrna gives to a piece, well
done Myrna. The wonderful
3, Myrna, Marianne and
Daphne singing Why Am
I Always the Bridesmaid.
Mary’s saucy song of Had
To Go And Lose It At The
Astor, which has every one
guessing exactly what she lost
and of course it was not what
every one thought!! That
cheeky coalman Roger and
his son Ben, whose maiden
performance it was with his
dad helping out with I’ve
Only Been Married a Week.
Oh! who have I missed????

photo Val Gill

Could it be David and
Peter having the audience in
stitches with David with his
floppy truncheon with their
famous Gendarmes Duet?
None of this could have
taken place without Jo the
pianist, who quietly gets on
providing the music in her
professional manner, thank
you Jo. The company took
their well deserved applause,
Dave Langley Chairman
of the hall thanked all for
supporting the company and
the event, the evening closed
with the Cornish anthem
of Trewlawny with the St
Pirans Flag being waved.
The evenings profit for the
new hall fund was £539.
Thank you all.
Val Gill

The weather has been a great
topic of conversation for
many people since the New
Year. It has wreaked havoc
in many areas and for the
first time since I became a
member it prevented the WI
from meeting in January.
However we were back
in harness for our Annual
Meeting in February, at
which Sue Viner was reelected President for her
third year. Our speaker was
Malcolm Green, from the
First Responders team, who
talked on Stroke Awareness.
He emphasised that speed
of response is vital to the
patient’s long term recovery.
He explained the various
types of stroke, how to
recognise them and how
important it was to phone
999 if a patient showed signs
of having one.
We have a very varied
and interesting programme
planned for the forthcoming
year. First up is our Spring
Sale to be held on 20th March
in aid of Air Ambulance and

our own funds. It will take
place in the Village Hall
from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00
p.m. with light refreshments
being served all day and soup
& roll over the lunch period.
Do come and support this
very worthwhile cause - it
would be great to see you.
In the planning stages
are a Spring outing to
Lanhydrock to see the
bluebells, and visits to
the Cyclamen garden at
Wadebridge and to the
tortoise and owl sanctuaries.
From March, we revert
to the evening meetings,
starting at 7.30pm. Our
speaker for March is Alison
Gribble who will give a
cookery
demonstration.
She and two other WI
members appeared on
daytime television in a
cookery competition against
professional chefs and very
nearly won!
Our
meetings
are
always enjoyable; we are
a very friendly bunch and
are always on the look out
for new members so why
not give us a try out. You
never know, you could find
yourself the President in a
few years time.
SV

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant

Phil Headon
Builder & Stonewaller - Craftmason
Stonework, barn conversions
& renovations. New build, extensions,
farm buildings & concreting.

Tel:01840 250424 or 07968727689
All parts of Cornwall & Devon covered.

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs

Although Boscastle football
club 1st team are out of
the running for promotion
this season, they have put
together a squad containing
several youngsters who
have made great strides
and hopefully will improve
further with age and
experience. The forward line
has been bolstered by the
return of Geoff Uglow, with
Neville Turner resuming the
goal keeping duties after the
previous incumbent had
decided to leave the club for
pastures new.
Over the years many
father and son combinations
have played for the club, but
whether or not both have
scored in the same match is
one for the local historians
to research. In a recent
match against local rivals,
Altarnun player-manager
Graham Heal and his son
Martin both managed to get
on the score sheet but it was
to no avail as they ended up
on the losing side.
The 2nd team have repeated
last season’s relegation from
and are currently bottom
of the pile again. The team,
with Richard Pethick on
temporary charge, have
battled away in every
game, but are not getting
that little bit of luck their
performance deserve. With
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the Phoenix, Sam Washer,
once again donning his
Nike’s it can only be a
matter of time before results
start improving.
The
local
sporting
world was saddened by the
new of the death of Fred
Siford. During his time in
Boscastle, Fred was a fervid
supporter of the local teams
and was regularly seen
watching matches at both
Boscastle and Tintagel. Our
condolences go out to all
the family.
In the professional
snooker world, there are
allegations of match-fixing.
Can Antony Biscombe’s
failure to win a game be
classed as such, or is it just
pure bad luck. This inability
to win a game so far this
season has prompted him
to put his cue in the back
of the wardrobe and call
time on his snooker career;
at least for the time being.
His fellow team mates are
still maintaining a mid
table position in division 1
although Peter Burnard is
another player who hasn’t
contributed to the points
tally very much either.
He is still suffering from
exhaustion and according
to Paul at the Napoleon;
it is also beginning to have
an affect on Peter’s dart
throwing. Hopefully, if
the weather forecasters are
correct, he will be able to
chill out during the hot
summer months and return
refreshed in time for next
season.
The 2nd team are still
sticking with a mixture of
youth and experience. The
youngsters are improving
with every game and
hopefully will gain enough

points to see them climb
off the bottom of the 2nd
division.
The team have reached
the KO cup final for the
second consecutive year
after defeating Crackington
Haven 3 – 2 in a hard fought
semi final.
As he no longer wants
to play, Julian Findlay has
decided to pursue a stage
career and even enter the
latest Britain’s Got Talent
auditions, which will be
screened later during the
summer. Will Jubo become
the next Subo??
In the darts the Cobweb
and Nap ladies teams still
remain on course for a
grandstand finish to see who
will be the ‘Top Dogs’ of the
village. It might come down
to a play off which, if needed,
will take place at a neutral
venue yet to be confirmed.
The men’s teams will have
to be content with mid table
finishes with the Cobweb
team looking likely to have
the edge over the rival from
the top of the village.
Stephen Jose has emerged
as this season’s main talent,
winning the majority of
his games and hitting
the maximum on three
occasions.

The Cobweb also has
three pool teams competing
in various local leagues
and with a few games
remaining, followed by
the KO competitions there
is still every chance for all
three teams to collect some
silverware.
Paul, up the Nap, has
informed the league of
their intention of joining
them next season.
Emma
was
very
disappointed with the turn
out of the general public for
her showing of the film she
made of her Irish holiday.
It has been said by many
that the uncut version of
events was what put many
people off coming, so she
has decided to show an
‘edited version’. Emma has
asked everyone to arrive
early as the previous two
and a half hour film now
only lasts 20 minutes. And
that included the interval.
In the next edition we
will discover how much
money Ray Rogers and his
friends have raised for the
Cockermouth flood appeal
and also whether, or not,
lifelong Man Utd
supporter,
Hedley
Venning and his fellow ‘Red
Knights’, were successful in
their take over bid for the
Old Trafford Club.

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER
ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058

COASTGUARD REPORT

Hello Readers since my
last report in August 2009
we have had six callouts.
31/8/09 13:00hrs Call
from Falmouth Team
Paged missing person Male
aged 58yrs in the Boscastle
area two search teams
deployed to search from
flag staff to Pentargon
bay and from Boscastle
Harbour area along private
road to Pentargon Bay
nothing; found,the search
was extended north to
Beeny Sisters and south
to Rocky Valley nothing
found 18:45 returned to
Station.
In Attendance: LS, DR,
NJ, TL, AW, TP, DW, MS,
JG, FH, SR, GK.
1/9/09 17:09hrs Called by
Falmouth to assist Bude
with a body recovery at
Stowe cliffs.
Returned to Station
20:30hrs.
In Attendance: LS, DR,
TL, NJ, MS, FH.
12/9/09 14:49hrs Call
from Falmouth to GK
Capsized Kayak Bossinney
Sisters on scene 15:15hrs
ILB on scene also rescue
193. ILB picked up the
casualty and landed at
Boscastle Harbour
16:52hrs returned to
Station.
In Attendance: GK, TL,
NJ, MS.
2/10/09 16:15hrs call
from Falmouth to GK

two persons in the water
at Bossinney maybe in
trouble ILB on scene,
false alarm they were
snorkelling .17:19
returned to Station.
In Attendance: GK, TL,
MS, DW.
13/10/09 13:53hrs
Falmouth paged Team
three persons in trouble
at Benoath Cove ILB on
scene all three lads were
ok, returned to Station
14:16hrs.
In Attendance: DR, TL,
GK, DW.
17/1/10 13:54hrs Paged
by Falmouth a Dog over
the cliff southside of the
NCI Lookout a cliffman
was lowered over the cliff
in search for the dog with
assistance from Port Isaac
cliff rescue team. The dog
was not found, the search
was called off due to bad
light.
In Attendance: DR, TL,
NJ, MS, DW, AW, TP, JG.
Until the next time take
care on our coastline.
Les Siford Station Officer
Boscastle.

LS LesSiford;
DR Dan Roots;
NJ Nigel Jones;
TL Tim Little;
AW Antony Williams;
TP Tristan Partrick;
DW Dave Williams;
MS Mark Smith; JG James
Garrod;
FH Frances Hegarty;
SR Suzanne Roberts;
GK Graham King

“One word - fantastic”
- Davina & Paul 2008

Rooms with breakfast

01840 250418

Five star
Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk
Relieve stress & tension with a
back/body Swedish massage.
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic
massage with soothing
essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

LYNNE KELLY

St Gennys & Local areas

SU E

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 07751 508800

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Post Office times at
Cornish Stores
Opening hours from 25th March:

9am - 5pm
Seven days a week
Tel: 01840 250344
Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Calls on alternate Thursdays

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
email clerk:

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108
Opening hours

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday, 9am - 6pm
(9am - 4pm in March)
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Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall:
Bookings:
Pay phone:		

01840 250249
01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

01872 222000

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

