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Daffodils and primroses
are in bloom all around
the village and birds are
busy gathering nesting
materials. The days are
growing longer and soon
the clocks will go forward.
On a less phenological
note, work continues at
the harbour, but the end
is in sight…allegedly. By
the time the Summer
edition of the Blowhole
is out, the work should
finally be completed and
the village will have been

Editorial

‘formally handed back’ to
its residents.
This edition of the
Blowhole
marks
the
beginning of its sixteenth
year.
The
Boscastle
Blowhole was initially
started by a WEA group
who wanted to learn more
about desktop publishing
and also to start a village
magazine. It is thanks
to a team of dedicated
individuals
that
the
Blowhole continues to this
day.

Thanks are also due to
the contributors, without
whose valiant efforts there
would be little to print;
regular contributors include
Val Gill, Moira Hart, Anne
Knight, Pete Kinsman,
David Lamond, Martin
Pethick, Darius Warmsley,
as well as Boscastle School,
the Chapel and Church, the
Coastguards, Coastwatch,
Gig Club, National Trust
and our local councillors,
Janey Comber and Glenton
Brown..

An vital role is played
by those who give up their
time to make sure that
residents receive a copy of
the Blowhole delivered to
their door; a big thank you
to the team of distributors:
Alistair Priest, Barbara
Kenyon, Don Henderson,
Jo
Hancock,
Mandy
Washer, Marion Ferrett,
Nicky Nicholls, Odette
Rigby-Jones, Peter Steege,
Sharon Pethick, Thelma
Stewart and last, but not
least, Tracy (Postie).

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted for
publication in the Blowhole. The views expressed within the magazine are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, Daphne Rogers,
Ann and Chris Rodda, Mary Shepherd & Noel Ward.
The next Blowhole will be published in June. The deadline for copy is 23rd May
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it,
and the publication date may be delayed. Thank you.
For advertising queries, contact Daphne Rogers 01840 250244
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2 per issue.
Please either email the Blowhole or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent c/o Boscastle Post Office, Dunn Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0AA or by email to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude.

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Calls Now Connected

at the top of the village
temporarily converted to
cash operated. Finally, at
the request of NCDC, he
has taken out the payphone
in the Visitor Centre

Thank you

A delighted Pat Day tests the new phone

Just a few months ago
there was only one public
telephone in Boscastle,
situated at the top of the
village by Bottreaux Garage
and operated by card only.
The telephone in the car
park had been removed and
was not due to be replaced
until the toilet block and
bus shelter had been built.
With the blessing of the
Parish Council, Cllr Pat
Day decided to take action.
She tried without success to
persuade NCDC to install
a payphone in the Visitor
Centre. Pat then enlisted
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the help of MP Dan
Rogerson and organised
a petition, not only for a
replacement telephone,
but an old-style red box.
As a result, a very
helpful Phil Bennett
arrived from BT and
agreed to provide a red
box, install a replacement
in the unfinished bus
shelter and provide a
payphone in the Visitor
Centre without charge as
well as paying the rental
until the other other
phones were operative.
He also had the phone

Roger Ferrett and family
would like to thank
everyone for their concern
during Roger’s stay in
hospital.
He came home just in
time for Christmas and has
made good progress helped
by goodies from neighbours
and friends.
Cards, messages, gifts
and offers of help have
been much appreciated.
Thank you all.

Lesnewth Church
Many voices were heard
at a Carol service held
on Epiphany Sunday Jan
6th.at St Michael and All
Angels Church, Lesnewth.
The service was lead by
Reader Janet Brown with
organist Noreen Orzel.
Readings and poems were
read by the congregation.
Tea and biscuits was served
in the church after the
service.
The collection was
for The Queen Elizabeth
Children’s
Hospital
Malawi, a talk was given

by Dr M Drayson, giving
details of the work carried
out at the hospital and
how our donations help to
save lives of the children
and being able to purchase
essential supplies. The
collection raised £650.
This hospital has been
supported by Lesnewth
church for three years, it is
a very worthwhile cause. If
any person wishes to send
a donation via Lesnewth
church please contact
Val Gill Treasurer 01840
261582.

Footpaths of
Boscastle – What A
Disgrace!
Gerry and Maria Haslung
are so concerned about the
state of the footpaths that
they have sent the following. More on this subject
onpage 32:
The pavements in our
lovely village are really not
very nice. The reason is
dog mess. All it needs is
for some dog owners to be
a little more conscientious
in cleaning up after their
pets. If this is achieved
Boscastle would become
more pleasant to live in and
we then have a chance of
winning “Best Kept Village
2008”. Let’s hope.

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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County Council Reject
SWW’s Planning Application
The planning committee at
Cornwall County Council
formally refused plans for
a proposed sewage works
at Tresuck Farm, Penally
Hill at their meeting on
29th February. South
West Water maintains
that its proposal could be
argued on appeal, citing
that the reasons given for
turning down the Tresuck
application could also be
leveled at any alternative
sites. Each would result in
additional landscape and
visual impacts, additional
pumping
infrastructure
and energy consumption,
increased
flood
risk
and additional impact
on ecological or tourist
interests in the area.

Co. Cllr Glenton Brown
says he will be writing to
South West Water to ask
them to meet with the
Parish Council, the Sewage
Liaison Group and the
National Trust to “talk of a
site where we have common
ground.”
His view is that if
SWW appeals the decision
and forces a compulsory
purchase of the site there
could be further delays and
conflict over two or three
years, whereas a mutually
agreed site could be under
construction in less than
half the time. “I want
very much us for us to be
constructive and just not to
say no, we want to progress
the thing forward.”

Boscastle Post Office
YOUR LOCAL BANK
FREE cash withdrawals for:
Nationwide
Barclays
Lloyds TSB
Alliance & Leicester
CO-OP
All other Banks basic accounts

DIAMOND WEDDING

Hazel and Jack Colwell
celebrated their diamond
wedding anniversary on
Saturday 24th July 2008.
Hazel, the eldest daughter
of Ernest and Ivy Pridham
was born at Hazeldene
(now Cobblers) High
Street, Boscastle in 1920.
She, with her two younger
sisters, Audrey and Heather,
went to Boscastle C.P.
School and afterwards she
worked at Ferret’s general
stores in Tintagel.
She joined the WRAF
in the Second World War
and was posted to Sennan
where she became friendly
with Jean Colwell. Later
she met Jack, Jean’s twin
brother at a Saturday night
dance in Boscastle Social
Hall (now the Visitor
Centre)
Hazel and Jack were
married in 1948 and lived

in Camelford for over 50
years. Recently they moved
to Trewiston Nursing Home
in St Minver where they
celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary with
their sons Stephen and
Nicholas, two grandsons,
two great grandsons and
sister Heather who lives
near Launceston.
Hazel’s father had a
smallholding in Boscastle
and is remembered for
keeping horses, cows and
selling milk. He was one of
a large family, his brother
Frank being Maria Nicholls
father. Some of you may
remember Ivy Pridham’s
sisters, Elsie Mugford,
Myrtle, Daisy and Olive,
all of whom are buried at
Forrabury Church.
Hazel and Jack – good
wishes and congratulations
from us all.

PLUS:
●
●
●
●
●

Motor vehicle licensing
Bill paying
Photocopying and laminating
Mobile phone top-ups
Greetings cards and stationery

David and Susan

Tel: 01840 250 259
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Chi for Life
Movement in Nature
Therapeutic Massage
Limited Edition Prints
01840 - 770622
Book now for CHI classes on cliffs starting
Tues 8th April 7.30 - 9pm

www.jeannehampshire.co.uk
jamshire@madasafish.com

Boscastle Visitor Centre

Like Reading?
Book Club starting

Our new Visitor Centre
in the harbour celebrated
the end of its first year in
December. By the end of
2007 a quarter of a million
visitors had passed through
the doors. The Centre aims
to provide a service not
only to tourists but also to
local people.
We can help by:
• Promoting local events
if you let us have the
details.
• Providing bus timetables
and help with information
on public transport
• Issuing car parking
permits
• Providing a range of
walk leaflets and local
information and stocking
a wide range of books
and leaflets on flora &
fauna, history, geology and
Cornish culture etc.

• Providing bird watching
trips on the Peganina boat
from the Harbour.
• Providing guided walks
all over North Cornwall
with various themes such as
Wildlife or the Stargazing
Strolls being introduced
for the first time this year.
• Providing a booking
system for accommodation
and Eden tickets etc
The annual ‘Coastlines’
newspaper is a must for
anyone living in the area.
The 2008 edition marks
the 20th anniversary of
this publication. All the
organised walks are featured
in here as well as a diary of
events. Pop in to see us and
pick up your free copy of
Coastlines, you might be
surprised at what else you
find here.

P
ENNING
PA I N T I N G
Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596

Boscastle Book Club is
planned to start soon.
Meetings will be held in a
local hostelry on one evening
each month to discuss books
selected by members of the
group.
Everyone
is
most
welcome to join. Contact
Anita on 01840 250061 for
more information.

Car Park Charges
Following on the Parish
Council’s submissions to
NCDC it has been agreed
that
two
controversial
proposals - the dropping
of the locals-only parking
permit, and the introduction
of reserved parking spaces have both been put on hold.
These items “generated
considerable interest and
comment
within
the
community,” commented
the (unnamed) Head of
Legal Services, in a recent
letter to The Blowhole. “The
rationale,” (he/she goes on
to say) “is that although
the number of Boscastle
only concessionary permits
appears to fall year on year,
the concession is important
to those working on low
wages within the village and
without this concession local
businesses may find seasonal
recruitment difficult.”
So two cheers for local
democracy, how village
members made their feelings
plain to an overweening
local authority and halted
two
patently
unfair
decisions, made without
consultation, which might
have advantaged the few to
the detriment of the many.

Boscastle Bowls
Club
The Bowls Club have had
a very successful winter
season and have come
top of the Northern Area
of Cornwall Short Mat
Bowls League Division 2
with 27 points out of a
possible 36.
They will now be
promoted to Division
1 after collecting the
winner’s shield at the
Annual Cornwall Bowls
Association Dinner in the
Spring.

Thank you
The family of the late
Hilda Nicholls would
like to express their
sincere thanks to all who
attended the funeral and
sent letters and cards of
sympathy.
The collection in
Mum’s memory for the
Children’s Hospice SW
and Cancer Research
amounted to £704. Thank
you for your contributions
in her memory.
Special thanks to
Mr Michael Parsons
for taking the service,
the organist Mr Stuart
Biddick, the Doctors and
staff at Bottreaux Surgery
and the District Nurses,
Mrs Vivien Hancock for
receiving donations and
to those who helped at
Minster Church and car
parking provided by the
Haddy family. Also to
Stuart, Anne and family
for their caring services.

Arthur, Nicky
and family
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News from the Lookout

Members of the Coastwatch plant a tree to commemorate Geoff Mills

This has been a sad period
for Boscastle NCI with
the passing of one of our
founder members, Geoff
Mills. Geoff was a great
enthusiast for the NCI
and had been variously
Secretary
and
Public
Relations Officer from
our earliest days. Ill health
had meant that he could
no longer act as a Watch
Keeper and although still
a valiant supporter of our
efforts, he gave what time
he had to the Dartmoor
Railway Society. More than

a dozen members turned
out for his Memorial
Service at Okehampton
Station on January 19th
and a tree was planted at
the end of the line in his
memory .
We are lucky that our
volunteers still show the
same enthusiasm and
interest as those who joined
with Geoff and we are
proud to welcome amongst
them a couple from
Holland who have recently
moved to the area and
have started their training

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291
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programme already. The
have already admitted that
the view from the lookout
makes quite a change from
their home country.
The good weather in
recent weeks has begun to
bring the walkers out and
it won’t be long before the
serious visitor season starts
and things get busy again.
So,if you, or anyone you
know, would be interested
in joining the team, John
Davis can arrange for you
to visit the lookout and
spend some time with an
experienced watchkeeper
to get feel for what is
involved.
You’ll
find
him on 07791 761 502
Martin Wilson

Thank you

I’d just like to say a HUGE
thank you to family and
friends who made my BIG
birthday so very enjoyable.
Special thanks to all the
staff at St Juliot’s Well, who
were extremely friendly and
obliging. The standard of
the food was excellent and
with the best carrot cake
ever! And to Gary the DJ
who was called in at very
short notice.
I’m not sure if ‘thank
you’ is the right word to
use for the person who put
posters of me on every lamp
post from the Camelford
car park to the Parkway
offices for my arrival at
work on Friday! I’ll get you
back!
Thank you all for the
kind birthday thoughts,
cards, gifts and donations
to charity.
I had a wonderful time
and my ‘special’ birthday,
was indeed made very
special.
Thank you all,
Karen Perry (aged
40!)

The Old Coach House
Relax in this
beautiful 300
year old coach
house and stables
Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Jackie & Geoff Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

The Last Supper
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Adult Education with WEA
The Workers’ Educational
Association (WEA) is the
UK’s largest voluntary
provider of adult education.
Founded in 1903, to support
the educational needs of
working men and women,
the WEA has maintained
its commitment to provide
access to education and
learning for adults from all
backgrounds.
Popular subjects include
arts and crafts, family
learning, health and personal
development, literacy and
numeracy and information
technology and lip-reading.
The Boscastle Branch
is part of the SouthWest
Region of the WEA.

Whilst over the last few
years, the sole emphasis of
the Branch has been the
Blowhole magazine, in the
past classes have been held
on a variety of subjects
including Family and Local
History, Creative Writing,
Stained Glass, Willow
Workshops, Watercolour
Painting, Basic Carpentry,
Car Mechanics for Women
and Yoga.
The region are very
keen for Boscastle to run
courses again, so if there is
something you would like
to learn about or if you
would like to lead a class in
a particular subject, please
get in touch.

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

Artist Nicholas St John-Rosse
has completed his painting of
the Last Supper and it now
hangs in St Paul’s Catholic
Church in Tintagel.
The church congregation
commissioned the painting to
mark the fortieth anniversary
of the building of the church.
Local
people,
in
contemporary clothes, were
used as models to portray the
disciples.
The painting, which took
eighteen months to complete,
was installed in January this
year

photo by John Davis

Lighten the Day! Velux roof lights in the awning of the toilet block

Boscastle CP School
Spring Auction
Friday 18th April 2008
As part of our fund raising activities this
year we are planning to hold an auction
of donated items and promises in the
Village Hall from 7.00pm. Licensed Bar.
Everyone is welcome
If you have anything you would be
able to donate or you could offer your
services in promises - gardening,
ironing, babysitting - we would be very
grateful.
If you can help, please contact the
School on 01840 250329.
Registered Charity No 1091662
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War Memorial

Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council meet in the
Village Hall on the second
Thursday of each month.
Members of the public
are invited to attend and
public participation is
permitted before the start
of the meeting at 7 pm.
Items of concern that have
been raised by the public
include Street lighting.
Concerns were expressed
about the quantity of new
street lighting in the New
Road area which is causing
greater light pollution.
Apparently some are only
temporary, but CCC will
be contacted to clarify the
situation.
Coppicing in the Valency
Valley needs to be
completed before the start
of the bird nesting season.
Surface of car park
extension Peter Steege
reported that he had
visited Pensilva where

seven years ago they had
the same plastic matrix
matting filled with gravel
that is to be used in the
Boscastle car park. It
has caused nothing but
trouble and has had to be
refurbished twice.

South West Water

District Councillor Janey
Comber suggested that
there should be a public
meeting on 13th March
before the start of the
Parish Council meeting at
which she could give an
update on the progress of
OneCornwall.

Sewage Treatment Works
There was a site meeting
at Tresuck Farm on 20th
December the site of
South West Water’s latest
planning application. This
was attended by many
members of the public.
The planning committee
of Cornwall County
Council have refused the
application, but this will
have to go before the full
council on 28th February
for a final decision.
Outfall pipe Work on this
will be carried out during
the summer months.

Regeneration

Flood Fund

Unitary Authority

Gateway Building: At the
January meeting of the
Council it was reported
that the toilet block which
was due to be completed
on 18th January was
running late and would
now be completed within
three weeks.

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local
produce wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect

Open daily February - October
Dogs (if on a lead) welcome in our Tea Garden
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£100 has been spent
on plants for the War
Memorial.

At the February meeting
of the Council there
was a discussion on how
best to use the £7,000
remaining in the flood
fund. No decision was
reached but the following
were suggested for
consideration

1. To pay off some of the
loan to the Community
Centre.
2. Refurbishment of the
War Memorial
3. New seats in the village
4. Re-introduce the annual
Floral Dance
5. Better signage for the
approach to the village.

Has anyone in the
village any ideas on
how they would like
to see the balance
of the flood fund
spent? Suggestions
to a member of the
parish council are be
welcomed.
Best Kept Village

Judging for this annual
competition takes place
in June/July. Please try
to keep hedges and walls
bordering pavements and
roads of properties tidy.
Last year Boscastle was
‘Highly Commended’. If
everyone makes an effort,
perhaps we can get a place
this year.

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast  
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking

THE
BEST BOSFEST, YET
After a one year absence to
allow for work to continue
in the car park, the Boscastle
Food and Craft Festival
returns this year with two
marquees housing stalls for
some of Cornwall’s major
food producers, as well as
art and craft exhibitors.
Over the event top chefs
will give live cookery
demonstrations and there
will be tips and advice from
experts on a wide range of
food and drink related
themes. The organisers,
Boscastle Chamber of
Trade and Commerce,
are setting out to put the
festival firmly on the map
of North Cornwall’s most
important annual events.

More than Food
But it isn’t simply
food and crafts: a week of
events involving the whole
community will officially
get underway on the night
of Thursday October 2nd
with a glittering charity
concert in one of the
marquees. This will be the
springboard from which the
festival will be launched.
Boscastle CP School
Association is organising the
concert with a programme

of entertainment to include
live music and cabaret. The
concert is being organised
in conjunction with BBC
Radio Cornwall, which
this year is supporting
the Children’s Hospice
Southwest Precious Lives
Appeal to raise £5 million
for the first children’s
hospice in Cornwall. Nikki
says “It’s a wonderful
way for children to help
children”.

More attractions
Once the Food and
Craft festival comes to an
end, Walking Week will
begin. From a small but
successful first event last
year, more walks are being
added, this time with the
emphasis on providing
those of all fitness levels
the opportunity to sample
some of our finest coastal,
country, riverside and
literary locations. BCTC
Chairman Adrian Prescott
wants as many Boscastlebased businesses and
organisations as possible
to be involved. “This
should appeal to the whole
community,” he said.
“It’s already an ambitious
programme of events but

AN PARTRIC K
T
S
I
T R D. ROOTS
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

we hope more will be
added as we get nearer to
October and we want to
hear from anyone who’s got
an idea or simply wants to
get involved.” Among those
involved already is the WI
which will be providing
refreshments in the village
hall, also a possible venue
for a picture exhibition.
Other venues include
the Community Hall,
which will host local craft
stalls; a flower festival at
Forrabury Church; an
Open Garden at Carole
Vincent’s and Crackington
Gig Club are staging an
event on the harbour side.
A series of events aimed
at publicising the festival
is planned throughout
the year and one already
underway is a photograph
competition, the winner of
which will get a free two-

night stay in the BCTC
member accommodation
of their choice and £100
to spend in local shops
and businesses. Beautiful
Boscastle is the theme and
the 12 best pictures are
to feature on a calendar
planned for 2009. Entry
forms are available from
chamber members and the
Visitor Centre.
“This is certainly the
biggest and most ambitious
programme of events
yet,” says Adrian. “We’re
looking firmly to the future
and we want the message
to be loud and clear: That
Boscastle is well and truly
open for business.”
Festival inquiries to
Adrian Prescott, Tel. 01840
25057
Media and marketing
inquiries, Geoff Barratt,
Tel. 01840 250418
Geoff Barratt

NORTH CORNWALL
MUSEUM & GALLERY
The Clease • Camelford • PL32 9PL

Tel. 01840 212954
email: manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

21 March - 16 May
Gwynngala
Artists and Makers

19 May - 20 June
Cornish Landscapes
Paintings and Woodturning
by Mark Gibbons
The Gallery and Museum are open Mon - Sat,
10 am - 5 pm,, 1 April - 30 September
(Wheelchair access to Museum only)
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THE NATIONAL TRUST
Events 2008 ~ Boscastle to Morwenstow Area
This year we plan to host
another hands-on artistic
event in the Parish. Those
of you who came along
to the ‘Goldsworthy
sculpture day’ the summer
before last may be tempted
to return on June 21st
this year to have a go at a
different form of sculpture.
Some of you may have
noticed that the willow
figures in the Valley have
been removed – they came
to the end of their natural
life span and have rotted
away; so we are aiming
to replace the sculptures
with something different
that we would like the
participants to create
themselves.
We will be supplying
suitable materials to
use, but do bring along
anything you feel could
be incorporated into your
sculpture to make it ‘your
own’. Details follow,
along with our other
events this year.

Mega Beach Clean
Thursday 20th March
Be part of The National
Trusts Mass Beach Clean
Week. Join the Bude area
wardens’ team to help
spring clean your local
beaches. Two venues and
times. Take your pick or
come along to both!
9.30 – 11 Northcott
Mouth Beach.
Meet NT car park
SS204084 (free parking)
11.30 - 1 Sandymouth
Beach. Meet NT car park
SS202099 (no charge for
participants)
Hidden Nature Week
Event
Wildlife Wednesday
Wednesday 28th May
Time: Any time between
11am and 4pm
Location: Boscastle
Harbour. GR SX097914
Description: Drop in
holiday activities including
meet the moths; hunt
freshwater mini-beasts;
investigate owl pellets;

at the resource tent on the ‘Goldsworthy sculpture day’
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For more info about
any of these events
and activities or to
book a place,
phone 01288 331372
or email
mike.simmonds@
nationaltrust.org.uk

harbour quizzes and
scavenger hunts; make a
sun powered nature print;
make a bat or birdbox; test
your wildlife ID skills and
more…
Cost:Activities £1.50. Nest
box making £3
Led by National Trust
wardens
Booking:Drop in
activities – no need to
book
Parking: Pay & Display
charges apply in village car
park

Summer Solstice
Sculptures - Saturday
21st June
Join in and help create
sculptures to replace the
willow figures that were in
the Valency Valley. Using
mainly natural materials
but bring something along
to include to make it your
own! Materials and tools
supplied.
Meet 10am top of
Boscastle pay and display
car park SX 102913. 5
mins walk to site in valley.
Booking essential (see
box for contact details).
Cost £2.00 per person

Sand Sculptures &
Coastal Collages
Thursday 28th August
Time: Sand Sculpture
competition start from
10am.
Judging at 12 midday.
Collage making
workshop
10am-1pm
Location NorthcottMouth
Beach near Bude.
SS202085
Cost £2 per person
Led by National Trust
wardens.
Booking essential
Parking NT Car park
above beach
Description: Artistic
activities for all ages.
Compete to make the
most amazing sand
sculpture – on your own,
as a family or other team.
Or make a seaside collage
on a simple ‘canvas’ frame
using scavenged beach
materials.
Bring a picnic and make
a day of it. All materials
and some tools supplied
– but bring your buckets
and spades!

Janey Comber
writes

North Cornwall District
Council will cease to exist
on 31st March 2009.
Cornwall will then have
a unitary authority which
will run all the services
currently provided by both
the District and County
Councils. Behind the
scenes there will be a lot
of changes, but it is hoped
that the services will carry
on smoothly. The plan is
to have local offices where
members of the public can
go to access all the services;
planning, housing, social
care, school transport etc.
run by the new council,
and in the longer term it is
hoped that these offices can
include other people such
as the Police and Health.
It is also planned to
set up local community
networks
to
include
representation from Parish
Councils, schools and
community groups, and I
hope that these networks
will have budgets which can
be used locally according
to the different priorities
of each area. I think these
groups have the potential
to ensure that money can
be used for the benefit of
the local people, and those
decisions can be made at a
really local level.
There is an awful lot
of work to be done before
2009, including decisions
on how many councillors
there will be for this
new authority, where the

boundaries will be, and
how each Parish will fit into
a community network. I
have been talking to many
Parish Councils to try and
get their thoughts on these
subjects, and although there
are many differing views
I am pleased that there is
also a lot of agreement on
the best way forward.
I am one of the two
councillors from North
Cornwall who sit on an
executive committee of
twenty four councillors,
(twelve from the Districts
and twelve from the
County) who will have
the task of making all the
decisions about the new
Council. This committee
seems to be working quite
well at the moment; we
try and reach decisions
by agreement, not always
possible, but usually the
case! Even though several
of us did not support the
Unitary bid, we must now
work hard to make sure
that we get the best deal we
can for the people that we
represent.
Janey Comber
North Cornwall District
Council
01840 230497
Janey.comber@ncdc.gov.
uk
www.ncdc.gov.uk

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248

Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314
Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.
____________________________________

For further details please ring: 01840 250456

www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk
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From the Methodist Minister
I read in a newspaper somewhere
that beheading is still practised as a
punishment in some cultures in the
world. Other forms of execution are
practised in other places, including
the use of the electric chair in some
of the states of the United States
of America. The thought of this
probably makes us shudder.
Spare a thought, too, for those
who have the responsibility of making
judgements that commit people to
death or long-term imprisonment, as
well as those who become condemned
to such experiences.
When we stop for a moment to
ponder about the feelings of people
who are involved in such situations
either as Government Officials or
persecuted criminals we can then
identify with some aspects of the
Good Friday and Easter story.
But it’s more than a story – at
Easter we Celebrate facts of history
to which we can only respond as
individuals. These facts are at the
heart of our Christian heritage
and culture, which have moulded
our lives in this country and many
other countries in the World. Many
journalists are identifying for us that
the problems of morality and human
behaviour, which cause us concern at
the present time, arise from the fact
that we pass on mixed messages about
how we should live to our younger
generation. The covert message here
encourages us to look again at the
power of the Christian story.
The story of Jesus, who was born
as the Saviour of the World who
knew that his death would be by
Crucifixion should make us shudder.
Shudder we should when we think
of him contemplating that form of
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death and the experiencing it – read
the Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday stories of Matthew, Mark,
Luke or John in a Bible.
However the story did not stop
at the Cross, because through God’s
power there was a rising from death
to Life – the Resurrection – to find
the destiny of everlasting life in the
heavenly realms.
Easter is a story of God’s concern
for all of us, and an invitation to
respond to him by living life not
for ourselves but in his way of love
through his power.
Jesus death by Crucifixion should
make us more than shudder but to
ponder what it means for us, and
respond positively.
A hymn by Charles Wesley which
can be found in Mission Praise
(No.26 in some editions) starts like
this: All ye that pass by
To Jesus draw nigh:
To you is it nothing that Jesus
should die?
Your ransom and peace,
Your surety He is:
Come, see if there ever was
sorrow like His.
These facts of history, this story, is
at the heart of our Christian teaching.
What do you think of when you walk
or drive past a Church?
Wishing you every blessing at
Easter.
Bryan Ede
We are offering two opportunities to
experience quality Music in our local
Methodist Churches during March.
On Sunday March 9th at Delabole
there are concerts at 3pm and 7.30pm
by the celebrated Holman-Climax

Male Voice Choir, one of Cornwall’s
best choirs. Entry by programme
£4.50.
On Sunday March 30th at 6pm the
Redruth Methodist Church Choir
are at Tintagel Methodist Church to
sing excerpts from Handel’s Messiah
with soloists. The whole programme
will last about 1¼hours. An offering
will be taken to cover expenses.
Everyone is welcome to these events.
4444444444

Parish Priest Appointed

The Revd Robert Thewsey (pictured
above) has accepted the Bishop’s
invitation to become the new Priestin-Charge of the United Parish of
Boscastle with Davidstow. Robert
was the unanimous choice of all
the Parish Representatives. He is
43 and currently priest-in-charge of
All Saints, Stretford in the Diocese
of Manchester. He was ordained in

2001, having trained for the ministry
at Ripon College, Cuddesdon.
Previously he had worked for 12
years for the National Westminster
Bank and for 3 years at Norton
Priory Museum and Gardens near
Runcorn.
Revd Robert is married to
Margaret and they have two children,
Matthew, who is 11 and Rebecca
who is 7. The family are all very
much looking forward to moving to
Boscastle.
Robert has given three months
notice and so is likely to finish in
Stretford on Easter Sunday. The
plan is that they will move soon
after Easter so that his children can
start school at the beginning of the
summer term. He will be licensed
on the 6th May.
4444444444

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede, The Manse, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274
Sunday Services at 11am

Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey, St Paul’s Church, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Church of England:

If you would like any general assistance
please call a churchwarden and he/she
will be pleased to help.
Churchwardens: (where STD code is not
listed it is 01840)
Boscastle: Mike Viner 01840 250685,
Jennie Coles 01840 212336
Davidstow: Jack Sanders 01840 261254,
David Lamond 01566 880085
St Juliot: Sally Searle-250225
Lesnewth: Simon McNair-Scott-261730,
Mike Parker-261176
Otterham: Beryl Northcott-261309, Pat
Sanderson-261441
Trevalga: Arthur Nicholls-250268, Bob
Pethick-250664

Noel Ward
As this issue was being prepared
for print, the team were devastated
by the sad news that Noël Ward,
Blowhole treasurer and colleague
has died. We will include a tribute
to Noël in the next edition.
Our sympathies to Joan and
family.

Hilda M Nicholls
1913 - 2007

Minster Church was full for the
thanksgiving service of Mrs Hilda
May Nicholls, who died peacefully at
the family home Garlands, aged 94.
Mr Michael Parsons officiated and
the organist was Mr Stuart Biddick.
Hilda was the first born to the
Godfrey family of Portsmouth. Her
father was a signalman in the Navy
before joining the Coastguard Service.
He was then stationed in Ireland and
Hilda well remembered being burnt
out from the Coastguard Station
overlooking the bay where Lord
Mountbatten was killed. The family
then moved to St Leonard’s on Sea
where sadly, at the age of 12, her twin
sister died. Their next move was to
Boscastle, to the Coastguard Station
on the Tintagel Road. The family had
grown by then and attended Boscastle
School. On leaving school Hilda
started work at the Napoleon Inn,
but the family moved on to Westward
Ho! Hilda’s heart though was still in
Boscastle, the main attraction being
Percy Nicholls, her husband to be.
Hilda and Percy were married in
Minster Church in September, 1936
and started married life at Hilldene
House and then at Cambeak. They
had three sons, Arthur and twins
Nicholas and Godfrey, but sadly
Godfrey died when he was 19 days
old.

Hilda was not only a family person,
but joined in village life, helping
with the Girl Guides, the November
carnivals and as a Sunday School
teacher. She was also a member of the.
Mothers’ Union and was secretary for
a period of time. Her love for Minster
Church was shown by over 50 years
of cleaning and helping to take care
of this beautiful dwelling. Walking
from Cambeak with her life long
friend, Mrs Mary Hilton, the journey
was later done on pushbikes. More
recently, she tended to the Church
with Mrs Muriel Symons and Mrs
Pat Barnard.
After the family had flown the
nest, Hilda and Percy moved into
Garlands after 33 years at Cambeak.
Sadly Percy died just three months
later and Hilda spent 34 years as a
widow.
The Bible reading was taken from
the Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 3 v18 and was read by her grandchildren,
Karen and Roger. The eulogy, taken
from that reading was given by her
son, Nicky.
Hilda’s chosen hymns were
‘The King of Love My Shepherd Is’
and ‘The Day Thou Gavest Lord Is
Ended’. The hymn ‘We Love the
Place O God’ was also sung, which
was a fitting tribute to her dedication
to Minster Church, where she was
buried alongside her husband Percy
in the churchyard following the
service.
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Michael Fulford Ward

Many people, family and friends
gathered at Forrabury Church, Boscastle
for a service of Thanksgiving for the
life of Michael Fulford Ward, who had
been cremated at the Glynn Valley
Crematorium in a private ceremony.
Mr. Michael Parsons officiated at both
services and Mrs. Maria Nicholls was
the organist. There was a reading by
Mr. Bob Pethick.
Michael was the only child of Irene
and Harold Ward They had a wholesale
Grocery business at the bottom of the
village originally started by Michael’s
Grandfather, Daniel Fulford Ward. It
was at the time when coal was brought
into Boscastle Harbour by boat and
sold by him. The office buildings were
later demolished for road widening
and the location of the Stores are now
the row of shops next to the Riverside
Hotel.
As a child Michael learnt to swim
in the Harbour and spent many happy
hours fishing with his father who also
loved the sea. Michael was educated
at Boscastle Primary School and won
a Scholarship to Sir James Smith’s
Grammar School. From the Grammar
School he went to Bristol University
where he obtained a B Sc degree
specialising in Civil Engineering.
After leaving University he obtained
a job with British Rail where he
worked for a short time before doing
his National Service when he was
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sent to Korea. On his completion
of his National Service he worked
for Mess’rs Lemon & Blizzard, a
firm of Consulting Engineers in
Plymouth. He attended an Old
Student’s Reunion in 1954 where
he met his future wife Pamela. They
were married in 1956 and they
lived in Plymouth where their only
child David was born in 1959. In
1960 they moved to Surrey where
Michael worked for the War Office,
but the pull of Cornwall was too
great and they returned to Cornwall
where he worked in Liskeard for the
SE Cornwall Water Board. When
the new North and Mid Cornwall
Water Board was formed, he was
appointed Deputy Engineer. On
gaining promotion he stayed in
Bodmin until his retirement at the
age of 55 in 1984 and he and his
wife moved to Portugal to be near
their son who was already working
there. They enjoyed the sun,
swimming and their family and
spent many happy hours with their
Grandchildren, Emily, Alexander
and Helena. They lived there for
twenty years returning for holidays.
In December 2006 they flew back
to join the family and friends in
Boscastle for a celebration of their
Golden Wedding. Unfortunately
on the morning of the celebration
Michael collapsed and was taken to
Treliske Hospital, Truro where he
was diagnosed with cancer of the
pancreas which was not treatable.
Typically, Michael insisted that
the party should go on and Pamela
and David stayed that day at the
Hospital with him. On leaving
Hospital he was not well enough to
return to Portugal and so bought a
home in Boscastle, where he stayed
until the last week of his life when
he was taken to Bodmin Hospital
where he very peacefully passed
away.

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access

Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Boscastle Post Office
Tel: 01840 250259
Monday 8.30am - 1pm 2pm - 5p
Tuesday
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Wednesday 9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Thursday
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Friday
9am - 12.30 pm
Saturday 9.00 - 12.00
FREE Cash machine for Lloyds TSB,
Barclays, Alliance & Leicester, Co-op,
Nationwide and many others

Emergency Services: Coastguard,
Fire, Police, Ambulance:
Dial 999
Police Station:
For non-urgent issues: eg to report a crime
or criminal damage, to request police advice
or attendence, to enquire about lost property,
to be connected to a police station, service or
department: 		
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours
emergency doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline): 0845 4647
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall
01208 251555

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General
Stratton			

01566 765650
01288 287700

Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202
Calls on alternate Thursdays:
14th & 28th September, 11th & 25th
October, 8th & 22nd November,
6th & 20th December
Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday
April to September: 9am to 6pm
(October to March: 9am to 4pm)

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

10.00 - 5.00
10.00 - 5.00
10.00 - 4.00
09.30 - 12.30

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford
Dental Helpline:		

01872 250000
08451 558155
0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt: 01872 354 385
RSPCA: 			

08705 555999

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:
01840 250453
Parish Council:
website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
clerk:		
01840 250440
email clerk:
formin.parish@virgin.net
Village Hall:
Bookings:
01840 250558
Pay phone:		
01840 250171
Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall County Council:
Switchboard:		
01872 322000
North Cornwall District Council:
Main Switchboard
01208 893333
Pest Control		
01208 262800
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News from
School

We started this term
with a visit from ‘The
Explorer Dome’, a mobile
planetarium.
This lead
to much start gazing by
children and teachers alike
over the next few weeks!
Class 3 (Years 5&6)
have enjoyed an afterschool
art club run by local artist
Liz Gregory this term.
They have made collages
and clay models and
painted landscapes during
the sessions. Liz was very
complimentary about our
children and they in turn
learned many new skills
from Liz.
Class 1 (Years R, 1&2)
have been improving their
PE skills with Laura Harper
from our local Schools

Sports Partnership. The
children enjoyed playing
football and learning some
hockey skills during their
sessions. They also attended
the KS1 sports festival at
Sir James Smiths School.
This was another event
organised by the sports
partnership. Junior Sports
Leaders (including some
of our ex-pupils now at Sir
Jim’s) organised gymnastic
activities, parachute games
and ball games for several
schools in the local area.
From what I could see and
hear all games were very
exciting!
Class 2, not to be left
out, have been out in our
local environment with
Mike and his colleagues
from the National Trust to
investigate the difference
between woodland and
grassland habitats. Mike
took the children on a walk
where they looked for clues
which helped them decide
which animals might live

in each particular habitat.
Again
our
children
benefited immensely from
the skills and knowledge of
our local experts.
As I am writing this I can
hear some of our children
rehearsing their poems for
the verse speaking at the
County Festival at Truro in
March. As many of you will
know Boscastle has a long
and very successful history
at both the County and St
Austell Festivals. We have
23 children entered this
year and Jess Sellars is once
again using her experience
(she entered the festivals
when she was at school
here!) to help coach the
children. We wish them
all good luck – keep an eye
on the newspaper for our
results!
Class 2 (Years 3&4)
have been working very
hard on their poetry
since Christmas and they
thought you would enjoy a
few examples!

* The Waterloo Restaurant

Free House with Real Ales
Good Home-made Pub Food
Beer Garden
Singers: Wednesday nights

Paul, Rosie, Scott & Suzanne Roberts
Phone: 01840 250202
Fax: 01840 250621
www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com
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At sea I may see,
Shining pebbles,
Skipping on the water.
At sea I may see,
Stinging jellyfish,
Floating gracefully.
At sea I may see,
Knotty seaweed,
Waving in the ocean.
At sea I may see,
An inky octopus,
Waving his legs.
At sea I may see,
Crashing waves,
Rampaging on the
bank.
By Conor

Diving In
When I went diving I
saw,
A ray levitating in the
deep.

When I went diving I
saw,

ETC ** AA** RAC**

*
*
*
*

At sea I may see,
Scrambling crabs,
Side stepping on the
sand.

When I went diving I
saw,
A blue whale feeding
on some krill.

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
English cuisine with a ‘twist’

Going to Sea

SU E

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

News from School
A tuna fish laying tins
of tuna.

Above the clouds is a
unicorn,
Shining it’s magical
horn.

When I went diving I
saw,
A swordfish boxing
with its’ nose.

Above the clouds is a
peaceful heaven,
Shining it’s beautiful
gates.

continued

When I went diving I
saw,
An eel presenting
electric stuns.

By Gabriella

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk

♦ Websites

E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk

♦ Spares

Phone: 01840 250905
Mobile: 07780 910578

When I went diving I
saw,
A puffer fish expanding
its’ body.
By Mavi.

What is Above
the Clouds
Above the clouds are
more fluffy clouds,
Dancing in wind.
Above the clouds is a
silky sun,
Waving its golden
locks.
Above the clouds are
twinkling stars,
Shimmering secretly in
the night sky.
Above the clouds are
magic skies,
Full of silver swans.

My Little Pony
At dawn every day
I hear her go neigh,
I go down to the field
Where we start to
play.
We go to the beach
To splash and run,
Her face it shines
When we have fun.
She’s my friend
When I’m sad or
blue,
I’m glad I have her
To pull me through.
By Esther

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Adrian Prescott (chairman) 250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare
Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford
Telephone 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40.00
Contact lenses supplied and fitted
Feel free to call in and browse our wide selection
Of frames including designer ranges.

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Nautical clothing, leisurewear
Cards, Christian books
Helsett Ice Cream
and much, much more
Come and browse, we’d be delighted to see you
tel: 01840 250413
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Pickwick
Papers

I have just received some
good news but tempered
with bad news. Isn’t that
often the way? A letter from
the Inland revenue advised
me of a new tax coding and
one which would for once
be in my favour -good
news- but reminding me
that my personal allowances
had been increased because
I shall become sixty five
years old during the course
of the next tax year! Not
exactly bad news but not
something that one likes
to be reminded about too
often, especially when most
of my friends remarked
that they thought I was
an OAP already; some
friends. What was vaguely
re-assuring to me was that
somewhere from the great
machinery of government
records, my name, which
had lay silently slumbering,
had suddenly surfaced

like that of a premium
bond winner and that I
was to be advised of my
great good fortune of
having lived long enough
to receive the old age
pension! Now I have the
dilemma of trying to
decide whether to have
my allowance paid in cash
and keep the post office
going, or swell the profits
of the bank by having
it paid directly into my
account. Knowing that
a fool and his money are
soon parted I really think
having it paid in cash
would be un-wise since I
have always subscribed to
the ethos that money was
made for spending , and
indeed I have an ’ology
in that. So apologies to
the post office but I really
think that it might have
to be the bank that gets
this particular monthly
payment in the vain hope
that out of sight might
just mean out of mind.

Comfortable
contemporary
accommodation.

Rooms with breakfast
en-suite non-smoking
Discounts available for local bookings

Superb breakfasts
using local produce
and fish.

01840 250418

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk
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Speaking to a friend
who has just retired at sixty
he remarked that sixty was
the new forty; I am not
too sure what that makes
sixty five but in the eyes
of society it still equates
to old - for instance I
should now be considered
geriatric by the NHS, at
least insofar as inpatient
nursing is concerned: I
shall be referred to as a
pensioner or at best elderly
(at worst old!!) and people
will, I hope, start making
allowances for me because of
age. Looking on the bright
side I should, with luck, get
a discounted haircut but

a very real part
of me wants to
shout from the
rooftops that I
don’t feel elderly
at all
only on a Tuesday, and a
free dessert with my lunch
at the Lifton Farm Shop
restaurant, but then again
only on a Wednesday, and
of course there is always
the opportunity of a
weekly outing on the Age
Concern bus. I suppose a
very real part of me wants
to shout from the rooftops
that I don’t feel elderly at

all, in fact I don’t feel much
different from the way I felt
twenty or even thirty years
ago but by admitting that
do I lose my cheap haircut
and free dessert. I wonder,
should I just keep my
mouth shut take the money
each month and quietly get
on with my life?
Thanks to the general
care and welfare of us
elderly folk we are living
longer (hurrah!) and that
in itself brings its own
problems, for living means
keeping fed and clothed
, maintaining a roof over
ones head along with all
the attendant problems
that go with it, getting out
and about and also looking
to get a certain amount of
enjoyment out of life. So
when I learnt how much I
would be getting from the
government by way of a
retirement pension and on
which I would be expected
to live, my immediate
thought was to apply for
admission to a monastry,
don a simple habit and eat
as frugally as possible and
if the good Lord spared
me until winter I pray he
would not make it a hard
one because heating might
just be out of the question!
continued on next page

HERITAGE
Renovation & Construction Ltd
t
t

Barn conversions Specialist joinery
New builds Refurbishment works

t
t

Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854

Building locally for over 20 years

Pickwick
Papers
continued

Doubtless my application
to any such establishment
would be turned down
- marked “too old”. Now
before you start sending
donations towards my
ongoing welfare, let me
point out that I am quite
fortunate and the pension
from the government
will be for me a nice little
perk (emphasis on little)
but I am very aware that
for many of my fellow
senior citizens the flat rate
pension, with some meagre
supplementation, is all they
have to see them through
each day, year in and year
out. When one considers
just one example such
as the cost of adequately
heating a home these days,
and how ones old bones
do feel the cold more and
more, one has to wonder
who decided what would
be sufficient money to get
by on and still maintain a
reasonable quality of life.
Now you could be
forgiven for thinking
that with great age has
come a certain amount of
grumpiness - yes even that

can be considered a perk,
being able to say what you
think and getting away with
it and then being dismissed
as a miserable old so and

but do you think
that our elderly
citizens get a fair
deal?
so - but do you think that
our elderly citizens get a
fair deal? I certainly could
not maintain body and
soul and keep the house
going and be free from
unnecessary worry on the
government pension I
shall be receiving. Many of
course have no option and
make regular economies in
the weekly and monthly
budget to meet those bills
that must be paid - council
tax, heat and light, food
and clothing all of which
currently increase in cost
out of all proportion to the
increase in the pension.
I don’t have any patent
answers to the problem,
I suppose some might say
the more money you have
the more you want or need,
but my heart certainly
goes out to all those at the
wrong end of life struggling
to make ends meet and still
maintaining a level of pride
and self respect.

Relieve stress & tension with a
back/body Swedish massage.
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic
massage with soothing
essential oils.
Facial massage

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

LYNNE KELLY

St Gennys & Local areas

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 07751 508800

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor
‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making

All Styles of Heading
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756

R. MEARS
& Sons

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221/337
07737 53392
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The Whitehouse gives
way to a new president!

Edith Gomoll, president
for 2007/2008, whose
dedication had enabled
members to enjoy a super
year with a full programme
of events, has reluctantly,
due to personal reasons,
resigned as president of
Boscastle WI.
The
year’s
events
included something to suit
everyone’s taste. Visits and
guided tours of historic
Tavistock, birthplace of
Francis Drake and has
important historic links
to the Dukes of Bedford,
an evening walk in Fowey
to learn more of Daphne
Du Maurrier, a study day
on the poems of Charles
Causley, incorporating a
visit to the historic Castle,
museum and haunted
Trecarrell
Manor
at
Launceston. A visit to the
150 year old Launceston
based Cornish and Devon
Post and a fascinating
tour of Davidstow Cheese
Factory and creamery.

Sue Viner

Speakers for the year
included Mrs Cooper with
her outstanding examples
of textiles, quilting and
fabric techniques. Mina
Dresser, teacher of Cornish
Language taught members
the Cornish version of the
Lords Prayer and Baa Baa
Black Sheep. Pam Smith
showed members how the
colours they wear can be so
important to the way they
look. Penny Prail gave an
enthusiastic insight to life
as an airhostess in the fifties.
Mr Lawson spoke about the

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

work of the woodland trust
and Judith Jolly explained
how Macmillan Cancer
Support helps people to
make living with cancer
easier, providing emotional,
financial, medical and
practical support to patients
and their families.
Fun and frolics at
Christmas,
with
line
dancing at the December
meeting, a carol service
at Truro Cathedral and a
festive meal at Trencreek.
Flowers and foliage were
in abundance at the Trevalga

craft day and the Christmas
swags demonstration.
But undoubtedly, the
highlight of the year was
to gain a 3rd place at the
Royal Cornwall Show in the
group exhibit entitled “The
Corner Shop, especially as
it was Boscastle’s first ever
entry.
A year packed with
activities enough to exhaust
any president.
At the annual meeting
in February, under the
guidance of Pam Parnell
County Advisor, a new
president for 2008/2009
was elected. Members are
looking forward to another
enjoyable year of events
under the leadership of
the new president Sue
Viner. The first meeting
of which will be on March
11th at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall, where Tracy
Wilson MBE and member
of
Radio
Cornwall’s
gardening programme will
be demonstrating hanging
baskets. Visitors are always
very welcome to attend
meetings.

Valency Bed & Breakfast

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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We are delighted to have been awarded
Four Diamonds and a prestigious Silver Award
in our recent Inspection.
Excellent location. Parking.
Three double rooms. S/C Studio.
John & Denise Tillinghast
Valency, Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0HF
Telephone: 01840 250397 Mobile: 07891067746
E- Mail: tillinghast@btinternet.com
Website www.valencybandb.com

HOT CROSS BUNS

(makes 12)
1lb plain flour
1 level tsp caster sugar*
1oz fresh yeast or level tbs dried yeast
¼ pt luke warm milk
2 fluid oz warm water
1 level tsp each salt and mixed spice
2oz caster sugar
2oz melted butter
1 beaten egg
1oz currants
1 – 2 oz chopped mixed peel
Sift 4oz of flour with the sugar*. Crumble in the yeast
and stir in the milk and water. Leave the mixture in a
warm place for 20 – 30 minutes until frothy. Meanwhile
sift the remaining flour with the salt and spice. Add the
2oz sugar.
Stir the melted butter, together with the egg into the
risen yeast mixture. Gradually fold in the flour, currants
and peel. Kneed the dough until perfectly smooth on
a floured surface, divide into 12 pieces and shape into
buns. Set the buns well apart on greased and floured
baking trays and leave them to rise in a warm place
until doubled in size. Make 2 slashes on top of each
bun to from a cross. Bake just above centre in preheated oven 190 degrees C for 15-20 minutes. Leave
buns on a rack to cool, whilst still warm brush with
glaze made from 1 ½ oz caster sugar dissolved in 2 tbls
water.

Urchins

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800

Postie‘s Corner

Tracey and I would like to
thank everyone for their
generosity and kindness
over the Christmas period.
As usual Christmas is a very
busy time for us posties
and the weather tends to
test us but it’s all worth it
as it’s a time of year that
we deliver post that many
people want.
Also thank you for
you kind comments on
my first addition to the
Blowhole. I will try to keep
you informed about any
changes within the Royal
Mail that may have an
affect on how we deliver
your mail.
There are plans for big
changes, which will affect
all our local Post Offices.
Following
recent
decisions by Tintagel Post
Office and our local Royal
Mail managers, a search is
now on to find somewhere
for the postmen of Tintagel
to work from to process
and sort mail. The ultimate
solution apparently is to
find a property suitable
enough for housing all
the postmen and women
of Tintagel, Boscastle,
Delabole and Camelford;
combining all the different
offices to create a North

Cornwall delivery office.
I was hoping that I would
have more details to
write about but a suitable
property has yet to be
found so what impact it
will have on our jobs and
the way we do them has yet
to be clarified.
Many of you will be
thinking of taking holidays
this year, but have you
considered what to do with
your mail whilst you’re
away. Did you know that
you can have you mail held
at the post office for the
duration of your holiday
so then you don’t have to
worry about mountains of
mail building behind your
door advertising the fact
that your not there. This
keepsafe service can be
easily arranged at the post
office.
Hopefully I will have more
details of our relocation in
the next Blowhole
Darius (Postie)

POP IN

Open every
Monday morning
For a cup of
coffee, a chat and
to meet friends
Boscastle
Community
Centre

9.30 – 11.30 am

Everyone
welcome
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NORTH CORNWALL AND THE SLAVE TRADE
Anne Knight explores a little known aspect of our maritime past:
There is a Marine Corps
hymn that goes ‘From
the halls of Montezuma
to the shores of Tripoli’.
The last part of this line
refers directly to naval
engagements from 1805
to 1815 which sought to
end the trade in white
slaves. This trade was
carried out by the Barbary
pirates, sometimes known
as the Ottoman corsairs,
who operated throughout
Europe and parts of Africa.
Cornwall had been
subjected to these raids
from the late 1500s. By
1619 more than 300 ships
had been captured off the
south coast of Britain.
They sailed along the entire
length of the Cornish
coast and were reputed to
have used Lundy Island
as a base. They preyed on
non-islamic shipping and
raided the coastal towns
and villages from the time
of the Crusades until the
early 19th century. Their
primary objective was to

capture white Christian
slaves. In one month alone,
July 1625, a raiding party of
corsairs landed at Mounts
Bay and carried away 60
men, women and children
who were at prayer in the
local church. Looe was
also attacked. 80 men were
taken and the village was
burned. In Plymouth 200
people and 27 ships were
taken.
In excess of one and a
quarter million Europeans
were captured and sold as
slaves between 1530 and
1780. From 1500 to 1650
more white Christian slaves
were taken to Barbary than
black African slaves to the
Americas [Davis]. In one
decade alone, the 1640s,
some 3000 English people
had been captured and
taken to Africa to be sold
in the slave markets of Sale,
Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli.
By the 1630s 30,000 men
and 2,000 women were
held as slaves in Algiers
alone.

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
Tel:
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

01840 250412

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com
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Barbary Corsair Zebec

The Barbary pirates
took their name from the
area they came from, the
Barbary [Berber] coast of
Africa. When they first
came to prominence in the
16th century they were led
by the Barbarossa brothers.
These pirates were the
most successful in history
and achieved legitimacy at
home by paying ten per
cent of their prizes to the
pasha.

the Sally Rovers
They first used two
masted
lateen
rigged
zebeks or galleys propelled
by slaves. Gradually they
moved to sail power alone
and the ships that sailed the
coast of North Cornwall
had specially highered
gunwales and possibly
carried a cannon in the
bows. Their hulls were slim
and they were relatively fast
ships that could outrun
our fatter hulled, slower
vessels. Their sailing vessels
plied the coast of Cornwall
around Boscastle. They
were painted black with a
central yellow line running
from bow to stern. The

dark green flags on their
mainmasts depicted a
human skull. Fishermen
and villagers lived in
terror of being kidnapped.
Corsairs, known as Sally
Rovers, sailed up the
Cornish coast and the men
crept into villages under
cover of darkness, snatched
their victims and returned
to their ships before help
could arrive.
The impact of these
attacks was devastating.
Thousands of ships were
lost and some coastal areas
were almost completely
abandoned. Those too old
to be of value as slaves
were murdered. In some
areas almost the entire
population was deported
into slavery where they
ended their days dying
of starvation, disease or
maltreatment.

to the slave markets
of North Africa
The captured were
taken to the slave markets
of North Africa and sold
to become workers on
state projects such as the
building of Moulay Ismail’s

N Cornwall & the Slave Trade THE BELLS OF BOSCASTLE
continued

Sultan
Moulay Ismail

great palace at Meknes.
They were quarrying stone,
building walls or harbour
facilities, selling water,
felling timber or building
galleys. Some worked as
galley slaves where the
work was so strenuous
that thousands died whilst
chained to the oars. Many
never went onto land for
their entire life as a galley
slave. Younger boys might
be castrated. European
women were valued for
the harems. One English
woman went on to become
the queen of Morocco.

The rations of the slaves
were two or three loaves
of black bread and limited
water. They had one
change of clothing a year.
In order to keep the slave
population steady it was
necessary to capture about
8,500 new slaves each year
in addition to those needed
for new building projects.
The white slave trade
only came to an end
when the governments of
America, Britain, France
and Spain used their
combined military might
to combat the Barbary
pirates. There were no
abolitionists like William
Wilberforce to help.
If this has piqued your
interest there is a very good
book which tells the true
story of Thomas Pellow of
Redruth who was captured,
along with his shipmates
from the ‘Francis’, and
taken to Morocco: ‘White
Gold’ by Giles Milton,
published by Hodder and
Stoughton 2004.
AK

CORNISH STORES
THE VILLAGE SHOP

Roy J Passingham sent this poem to Graham King.
He found it, whilst researching his family history in
the British Library, in a book of poetry published in
1857, titled “Wild Notes” by E Passingham.
Graham thinks it was possibly inspired by ‘The Silent
tower of Bottreaux’, a poem on the same theme by Rev
Hawker of Morwenstow.

THE BELLS OF BOSCASTLE
(A tradition of Cornwall.)
What soothing peal is that
Mysteriously sounding?
It lades the balmy ocean breeze
The strangers’ ear confounding.
He turns him to the towerless church,
And all is silent there;
Yet still those sounds, so wild, so sweet,
Are floating in the air.
In times long past a peal of bells
For Boscastle was cast,
And in the bark that bore the expected
freight
Hove clear in sight at last.
But the sailors made the bells to sound
While yet they were on deck,
And the ominous deed aroused the storm,
And the ship became a wreck.
Down sank the bells into the sea
Fated no more to rise;
But still they ring when eve doth tinge
With red the summer skies.
And e’en in winter, when the wind
Scourges the foaming wave,
Their peal outsounds the tempest’s voice
Though deep their ocean grave.

Open daily all year round
For all your Grocery and
every day essentials
Wholesale / Retail Fruit and Vegetables
available to the catering trade
Why not give us a ring to discuss
your catering needs?

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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Coastal Heathland ~ The overlooked
jewel in the coastal landscape
Rob Allen – NT volunteer warden
As the country’s principle
charity involved in the
preservation of our natural
and cultural heritage,
the National Trust has,
over decades, purchased
significant stretches of the
Cornish coastline in order
to guarantee public access,
and maintain the unique
character of the landscape
for future generations.
The National Trust
in keeping with these
charitable aims therefore
manages
significant
sections of the coast path,
giving unfettered public
access to the coastal cliffs
that rise like fortresses from
the sea to provide some of
England’s most spectacular
scenery, and a safe refuge
for a large percentage of
Europe’s nesting sea birds.
The coastline itself
is of course a natural
landscape feature, with a
flora and fauna that has
evolved to take advantage
of an environment that is
constantly re-sculpted by
the rhythm of the tide.
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The coastline, however,
forms only part of the story
of the Cornish landscape,
which is completed by a
unique mosaic of terrestrial
habitats made up of steep
wooded valleys, heaths
and grasslands that have
developed over centuries
in response to agricultural
management, rather than
natural forces.
The local heath and
grasslands were created as
early farmers cleared the
land to graze domestic
livestock, a process that
over time allowed the
development of complex
plant communities that
without constant grazing
and burning would be
out-competed by the
regeneration of the original
scrub and woodland. The
word ‘field’ derives from
the Norse word for an area
cleared of trees.
The shallow soils,
however, were poor in
nutrients producing a
sward dominated by slowgrowing plants like heather,
from which the habitat

The traditional management of ‘swaling’ – or gorse and heather
burning

derives its name, and were
only capable of supporting
small numbers of less
economic local breeds of
livestock that could digest
the fibrous flora.
For centuries vast
expanses of heathland
covered the county; these
were often termed wastes,
as they had little economic
value. They did, however,
support a diverse range of
specialist plants like the
Cornish heath a species of
heather found only in this
area, and were essential
to the survival of several
nationally
rare
birds
including the Nightjar,
and Merlin, and are the
only habitat to support all
our indigenous species of
reptile.
Significant change in

the landscape only occurred
following the war, driven
by advances in agricultural
machinery and chemicals,
which increasingly allowed
heathlands to be brought
into intensive agricultural
production. This led to the
loss of 90% of Cornwall’s
heathland, a figure typical
of national and European
trends.
Ironically, the diversity
of species in the remnants
of Cornish heathland are
now threatened by a lack
of management rather than
agricultural expansion, as
grazing with local breeds
and the burning of gorse
has become increasingly
un-economic,
and
limited to conservational
organizations like the
National Trust.

Coastal Heathland continued
The National Trust is
committed to bringing
all the heathland on
its property to optimal
condition (much of the land
is legally designated Sites of
Special Scientific Interest by
Natural England) in order
to maximize the diversity

introduction of the large
blue butterfly on local Trust
properties, a species that
became extinct in Britain
during the 1970’s through
the loss of heathland
habitat.
The National Trust,
in addition to improving

Home Farm’s Devon Reds grazing on Pentargon

our
most
threatened
habitat, and coastal heath
is the often overlooked
jewel in Cornwall’s coastal
landscape.
If you wish to learn
more about the history and

management of Cornish
heathland excellent articles
can be found on the Eden
project Web site available
at http://www.edenproject.
com/foundation1457html

The unenviable task of scrub bashing – but the views are great!!

of its flora and fauna,
using traditional forms of
management. This is carried
out by parties of volunteers
supported by Trust staff,
and involves the rotational
burning of significant areas
of heathland, followed by
aftermath grazing with
local breeds of livestock.
Additional management,
such as the planting of
thyme plugs, has also
led to the successful re-

habitat on its own property,
works in partnership with
a range of conservational
organizations to restore
areas of heath that act
as corridors for wildlife,
linking fragmented habitats
and allowing the dispersal
of
heathland
species
across the county, essential
in ensuring genetically
healthy and expanding
populations.
Heathland is nationally

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Piano or Keyboard Lessons

to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111
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The Switchover to Digital

Gloria Quinlan embarks on a steep learning curve:
Despite the Concise Oxford
Dictionary saying ‘Progress’
means ‘onward movement’
and ‘development towards
a better, more modern
condition’ I once read that
‘Progress does not always
mean to go forward’, As
household appliances are
replaced with ‘new and more
modern’ ones (and I become
‘longer in the tooth’) I begin
to understand the meaning
behind this concept. Did the
writer suffer a replacement
toaster which now knows
that the bread is frozen,
yet manages to burn the
toast; or a vacuum cleaner
which doesn’t have as good
suction as the old one (what
is that American expression
– oh yes - ‘It sucks’ – well
actually, mine doesn’t!). The
thing that will affect us all,
and I don’t wish to alarm
you, will be the change
from Analogue to Digital
– ‘clearer TV pictures for all’
- so they say.

I remember when they
changed our money to
decimal; it was like having
foreign currency. I got the
distinct impression that
the shopkeepers were as
much in the dark as I was
and for days afterwards I
refrained from shopping.
Anyway, with an ‘HD
Ready’ TV and satellite
dish in place we are waiting
for July/September 2009
when we will be ‘switched
over’. So what’s the point
of this article you are
wondering – well- my
Sister had a memorable
birthday recently, so the
family decided to buy
her a portable TV - with
inbuilt ‘Freeview’ and
DVD player - replacing
her bedroom, steamdriven one. I texted the
family with this idea and
all but one agreed (there’s
always one!) ‘What
about the aerial’ the
techie Daughter asked.

‘The analogue one in the
roof may not work, even
now.’ She was right. Times
were when you plugged
the TV into the electrical
supply and aerial socket,
switched on and marvelled
at John Logie Baird’s great
invention. Not any more!!
‘NO SIGNAL’ the new
TV screen declared. ‘Try
another aerial’ I suggested.
‘NO SIGNAL’ the screen
repeated. ‘You know it’s
illegal to tap into the Sky
aerial, don’t you’ (that’s
techie Daughter with more
advice) ‘and, if you do link
up to it, when you change
the channel downstairs,
you will have the same
programme
upstairs’.
About this time there was
an advert on TV, sponsored
by ‘Which’, called ‘Guide
to digital television?’ You
can download it from
the internet. It’s full of
information but none of it
was any use to us. By this
time Husband had been
nagged into the loft to

wrestle with the fibreglass
insulation in an attempt
to trace the aerial and its
cable, hopefully to affect a
solution to the signal-less
TV. He took measurements,
drew diagrams and visited
local suppliers to discover
if they had co-axial cable. ‘J
L Baird must be spinning
in his grave!’ I thought.
As the exploration of
suppliers widened, Sister’s
birthday came and went,
adding to the family’s stress
level. Like the cliffhangers
of old, we were left in
suspense, wondering if the
new TV would maintain
its sulky ‘NO SIGNAL’
message forever. I should
mention that my stress level
was reduced by visiting
Mother in Scotland, the
equivalent of retiring to a
corner to suck my thumb!
However, I was not allowed
to forget the operation;
since I received a mobile
phone photograph of the
new aerial - looking like a
gigantic double toast-rack.

Napoleon Inn
01840 250204
Lunchtime and evening meals served
daily 12 – 2pm 6.30 – 9pm

BONEY’S RESTAURANT
Family dining area
Private Functions, wakes etc catered for

Call for a quote or advice
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Switchover...
continued

It took up most of Sister’s
bedroom, only a temporary
measure you understand.
I received daily bulletins
on how the work was
progressing, the number
of holes needed to arrive at
the correct position for the
socket and the number of
‘tweakings’ the new aerial
required to produce a picture.
Television reception depends
on several things, one of
which is the angle of your
aerial. So, demonstrating
their resourcefulness, off
went Husband and Sister,
complete with compass, to
do a survey of the angles of
the local aerials. Did you
know that our signal comes
from a ‘prediction point’ 42
metres from Clover Lane
Close with an alternative
transmitter in Wales 140
kilometres away? The former
has a bearing of 2 degrees
whilst the later has a bearing
of 3 degrees. I hope you are
following this but I won’t be
asking questions later!
All that hard work has
paid off, Eureka, we now
have a signal. I hope you
folks are more clued up
than I was, otherwise all
the complaints that ‘there is
never anything on TV these
days’ may become a fact, for,
to use the words of ‘Rabbie
Burns’:‘For a’ that an’ a’ that,
Digital’s coming yet for
a’ that’.
GQ

The Blowhole is delighted
to announce that Gloria
has agreed to join the editorial team.

Fullerenes: First sign of light

We may still be in the
dark days of February, but
North Cornwall’s cultural
year is off to a flying
start with this fine debut
album from ‘Fullerenes’.
The Boscastle rockers are
a four piece whose sound
is anchored around the
glorious voice of Emily
Maughan – think the
vocal gymnastics of Sinead
O’Connor, the ethereal
sweetness of Dido and
the angular phrasings of
PJ Harvey and you have
some idea of her range.
Never intrusive, the band’s
musical style is muscular
West Coast rock leavened
with gritty distortion,
leaving ample space for the
vocals to ring clear in the
mix. Their real originality
lies with the (uncredited)
lyrics, for the group have
delivered a set of intensely
personal songs that probe
the despairs, solidarities
and joys of life. Though
utterly
contemporary
their poetry draws on
images from nature:
river, sea and sky evoking
emotional turbulence and

the striving for release.
Disc opener ‘This Room’
is a statement of intent,
with Maughan baring her
heart to an uncertain lover
over a taut arrangement,
which explodes into a fierce
chorus. An early stand-out
track is ‘Sunrays’, where
the songstress delivers a
message of hope to a friend
mired in depression, the
arrangement building to
an ecstatic affirmation of
music’s energising power.
Another high point is ‘No
Motive’, the set’s hardest

rocking cut, on which
the band finally steps out
of the shadow. Starting
slowly, the lyrics chart
anger and frustration at
a love affair gone wrong,
before blasting into a
searing instrumental. Andy
Davey’s sublime bass cuts
loose over Rick Barnett’s
tenacious beat, while Chris
Smith’s lead brings it home
with delightful abandon
- if this is any indication,
then the band must be a
tempting live prospect!
As the dust settles they
launch straight into the
album’s most powerful
track, ‘Lost in Space’, a
piece of joyous psychedelia
in which Maughan’s vocals
soar heavenwards over a
fulsome accompaniment.
By rights this should be
on national playlists by
the summer, but for now
‘Fullerenes’ remain one of
North Cornwalls best kept
secrets.
Enjoy while you can.
MG

www.fullerenes.co.uk

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
Market Place
Camelford
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355
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CINDERELLA ~ Little nippers, slippers and strippers!
Myrna Lester reviews
the pantomime
Carole
Flower
should
be commended for her
courage and determination
in writing and producing
B o s c a s t l e’s r e c e n t
pantomime, staged over
five nights in February and
for which all tickets were
sold soon after being made
available.
It must have sometimes
seemed a daunting task to
audition and cast twenty-five
performers and begin the long
series of rehearsals to bring
the show to fruition. There is
also the difficulty of gathering
together a team of helpers
to carry out all the other
important work involved in
staging an event of this kind.
Praise is therefore due
to Malcolm Drover; Becky
Smyth and Lisa Cronin for
their splendid scenery - what
a lot was achieved with so
little and Cinderella was
granted a wonderful coach
to transport her to the ball!
Robert Brakes and Ki Lockyer
were absolutely brilliant as the
very efficient scene-shifters!
It couldn’t have been easy
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Cinderella (Sherry Christie) and Buttons (Abigail Haddy) watch aghast as the
Ugly Sisters (Malcolm Drover, John Tillinghast) rant and rave

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

coping with a group of
performers whose ages
ranged from the underfives, through teenagers
to retirees, many of
whom were first-time
performers. It was
no surprise then that
Jill Clark as the Fairy
Godmother and Brenda
Green (both in good
costumes) performed
with
exuberant
confidence and made
good use of stage space.

Malcolm Drover and
John Tillinghast (who also
played Jimmy the Jester)
appeared to enjoy their
roles as the voluptuous
Ugly Sisters, especially
when the provocative
strains of Peter Rose’s “The
Stripper” led them into a
routine which exposed an
extraordinary amount of
flesh in the three minutes
it took to change into their
ball gowns! Their following
rendition of “I feel Pretty”
from “West Side Story”
will long be remembered!
Michael Parsons’ every
entrance as Dame HardUp was preceded by his
emerald-green
torpedo
bosoms and he too, seemed
to enjoy his role as the
harridan wife and ghastly
stepmother. Nick Holmes
as Baron Hard-Up looked
suitably brow-beaten and
overwhelmed.

Alice Perry, Louise
Green and Keely Christie
as three tiny pink fairies
gave a sweet version of “I
Can Sing A Rainbow” and
Catherine Cowling, Jericha
Perry-Darlison,
Lizzie
Moran, �����������������
Josie Richardson
and Holly Fanshaw as
Village Maidens were led
by Jo Kent in a song and
tap routine to “All That
Jazz”.
Jo Kent was confident
and well-spoken in the
role of Dandini; Sherry
Christie as the put-upon
Cinderella and Abigail
Haddy as Buttons were
word-perfect and projected
well. Attractive Katie
Horton reigned as Queen
with Colin Bennet as the
King.
The performance provided
ample opportunities for
audience participation and
included songs from the

CINDERELLA

continued

Avalon
*****

2nd home management service
Property Checks 		

Domestic Cleaning

Window Cleaning

Gardening/Landscaping

All Property Maintenance
On Call Help Line 24hrs

Key Holders
Welcome Packs/Grocery Shopping

For a free no obligation survey please call Avalon on
Tel – (01840) 211792

avalonproperty@btinternet.com

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

Villagers Roger Little (Moira Hart), Ivor Bright (Pam Clarke) &
Dave Ferrett (Nick Holmes) enjoy a brew

Wandering Minstrel (John
Maughan), from a group
of well-known village
characters and from noneother than Elvis himself in
his flamboyant white suit,
gold belt and trademark
shades! Rockin’ Roger
Coker was under that
outfit!
The support so vital to
such a production was in
the capable hands of Odette
Rigby-Jones for all her work
on the dozens of costumes
required, Julia Bright was
greatly appreciated as the
accompanist,
Malcolm
Green was the essential

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

lighting man; backstage
were Denise Tillinghast as
sound engineer, Pam Clarke
on props (and as a villager)
Moira Hart as prompt (and
an uncanny Roger Little!),
Becky Smyth was on board
as make-up lady.
Well done, Carole, this
was an ambitious project
and you survived! Boscastle
needs and looks forward
to such an annual event.
Ticket sales for this show
were good and there were
complimentary comments
from audiences. Will
another production be
staged next year?
ML

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

w r perry & Son
Building contractors
stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

Lower Meadows

A M HIRCOCK

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation

PLUMBING AND HEATING



General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320

Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk
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Record Number of
Boscastle Rowers Head for
the World Championships
A total of nine of Boscastle residents
including seven Ladies will be racing
in the Boscastle & Crackington Gig
Club teams competing in this year’s
World Championships compared
with just three last year and none in
2006. The increasing interest in Gig
Rowing from the village is reflected
in the success the club enjoyed during
2007, both on and off the water, the
highlight of which was 1st place in the
prestigious Great River Race held on
the Thames last September.
“With such local interest and
involvement it is hoped that even
more people will try gig rowing once
the harbour repairs are completed
and we can get back to rowing from
Boscastle on a regular basis” reports
Mike Stickney, Chairman of the Club,
adding, “We cannot wait to get back,
as rowing out of Boscastle is such a
special experience and which some of

Ladies’ Rower of the Year, Sonya Kinchington presents Nick Holmes with the Coxswain
of the Year award

our newer Boscastle members have
yet to enjoy.”
With both Torrent and Rival
being shipped out to St Mary’s for
the event, the club is entering eight
teams involving up to 40 rowers, who
will be starting training in earnest
this weekend. ‘ Meanwhile, boats are
being refurbished with most of the
work being concentrated on Rival,
which is currently undergoing a
complete overhaul and re-paint.
On the social side, the club’s
second Awards Dinner held at the
Bowood Golf Club in November
proved to be another success, with
over 70 guests enjoying an excellent
dinner, followed by dancing to live

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk
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David Whitaker presents Roger Marks with
Men’s Rower of the Year

music from Blue Slate. Life Member
David Whitaker presented the main
award of the evening, Men’s Rower
of the Year to Roger Marks from
Crackington, whilst Boscastle man
Nick Holmes, received the trophy for
Coxswain of the Year.
The Boscastle & Crackington
Gig Club continues to look for new
members and supporters, so if you are
interested visit the website at www.
boscastlegigclub.org.uk for further
information.
Membership fees for 2008 are:
Rowing
Membership:
£40,
Junior Membership £10, Family
Membership £65, Supporter £10
MS

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501

County Councillor Glenton Brown
writes:
The preparation for the new Unitary
Council is now making progress and
their County Members of Parliament
were successful in making the
Government change its mind and
making it possible for Parish and
Town Council elections to be held
the same time as the new Unitary
Council so that it would all make a
start together and full opportunity
is given to everyone to do this.
I can assure you that Councillor
Janey Comber can give you more
detail on the joint committee’s
workings towards Unitary as she is
serving on that Committee.
I will now comment on the
Annual Budget and it is looking
hopeful that following a better
Government settlement we will
be able to achieve much more
and without taking the absolute
maximum increase in Council Tax,
although I do not think we can
match Devons!!
VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

We often hear of so many things
that are discouraging, but I would
like to remind you at the County
despite the very tight financial
restraints has been able to make
some considerable improvements.
Twenty four million pounds
efficiency savings have been
achieved since May 2005 and much
of this money has been diverted
into frontline services. An extra 2.7
million will be ploughed into Adult
Social Care in the forthcoming
year, also an extra half a million
pounds in to Children’s Services.
A new community fund to enable
Members to exercise a budget of
three thousand pounds for use in
the local community.
It also goes without saying
that funds will be invested in the
development of Newquay Airport,
Affordable Housing, and the Fire
Service.
Finally I would like to state
that Cornwall is very fortunate
in gaining convergence funding
being the only County in the
Country to do so and this should
give invaluable financial support to
major products in the County over
the next four or five years.
gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk
01840 770548

Correspondence
Dear Blowhole Team

I wonder if I’m the only person
writing to complain about a feature
in the Winter 2007 edition of the
Blowhole? I refer to ‘Auntie Ann’s
Agony Column’ and do hope that this
is not to be a regular feature in future
editions because, in my opinion, it was
rather a waste of space. With what I
felt was an obviously ‘contrived’ air
about it, it failed to actually amuse and
was, as a result, in my opinion, really
quite irritating. Surely there must be
genuinely amusing and/or interesting
events in peoples’ lives which would
make good reading instead of this?
Myrna Lester

Bottreaux Filling Station

MYRTLE COTTAGE

Tel: 01840 250 108

BED & BREAKFAST & TEA GARDEN

Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily
Wide range of groceries
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Off Licence
Luxury self catering apartments
Tranquil location, distant sea views

****

Open all year 01840 250599
Diane & Peter Bentall
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

Opening hours
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 9am-1pm

FORE STREET, BOSCASTLE
CORNWALL
PL35 0AX

Support your local shop

TEA, COFFEE, TV, CENTRAL HEATING

Bottreaux Filling Station

£27.50 per person per night

01840 250245
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Dog Fouling
Dog mess on the streets
and paths has become
a great problem in the
area. Not only is dog mess
unpleasant but it is also
dangerous, the faeces can
contain the roundworm
Toxocara Canis.
You must clean up if
your dog fouls in public
places designated under
the Clean Neighbourhoods
and Environment Act
2005. If you don’t clean
up, you could be given
a fixed penalty notice of
£75. If you do not pay this
penalty, you will be taken
to court. If found to be

guilty you could be subject
penalty of up to £1000
plus court costs. Anyone
who sees your dog fouling
can be a witness in court.
Below is an extract
from the legislation. There
are some exclusions, eg for
people registered as blind
and for those with certain
disabilities
(contact
NCDC
for precise
details). It is an explicit
and comprehensive order
and it is hoped that
negligent
dog-owners
will take careful note
of the Land Schedule;
the item relating to

public footpaths and the
land adjacent to them
obviously applies to all
those public paths giving
access up to the areas
across the common and
stitches and the pathways
in and around the harbour
area. All grass verges and
adjacent land are also nogo areas.
Close attention should
also be paid to the fact
that being unaware of the
defecation, or having no
device to remove the faeces
is not a reasonable excuse.
Dog waste bins are sited
at the junction of Green
Lane and Forrabury,
at Doctors Corner and
in the harbour area. If

these are not convenient,
then you should dispose
of your collection bags at
home.
If you witness an
offence and can identify
the offender they can
be reported to the Dog
Warden
in
strictest
confidence by phoning
01208 893407 during
office hours.
Even responsible dogowners are angry at the
present state of affairs
so let us eliminate this
disgusting and unhealthy
practice once and for
all and make Boscastle
and its surrounds a
more pleasant place for
everyone.

The Fouling of Land by Dogs North Cornwall District Order 2007
It is an Offence
If a dog defecates at any time on land to which this Order applies and a person who is in charge of the
dog at that time fails to remove the faeces from the land forthwith, that person shall be guilty of
an offence unless: a) he has a reasonable excuse for failing to do so; or b) the owner, occupier or other
person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or specifically) to his failing to do
so.
For the purposes of this article (a) a person who habitually has a dog in his possession shall be taken to be in charge of the dog at
any time unless at that time some other person is in charge of the dog;
(b) placing the faeces in a receptacle on the land which is provided for the purpose, or for the
disposal of waste, shall be a sufficient removal from the land;

(c) being unaware of the defecation (whether by reason of not being in the vicinity or
otherwise), or not having a device for or other suitable means of removing the faeces shall
not be a reasonable excuse for failing to remove the faeces.

SCHEDULE: LAND TO WHICH THIS ORDER APPLIES:
ALL land within the District of North Cornwall, being land which is open to the air (including any land which is
covered if it is open to the air on one side) and to which the public are entitled or permitted to have access
(with or without payment) and which falls within the following categories:-

• all carriageways with a speed limit of 40 m.p.h. or less;
• all footpaths, verges and land adjacent to carriageways with a speed limit of 40 m.p.h. or less;
• all parks and playing fields, children’s playgrounds and play areas, public and ornamental gardens,
housing and public amenity areas;
• all beaches in public and private ownership which includes the foreshore between low and
high water and land described as ‘beach’ above the high water mark;
• all car parks, parking areas or land used for the parking of vehicles;
• all public footpaths and land adjacent to public footpaths to which the public have access;
• all pedestrianised areas including shopping precincts.
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BTCV restoration work on
Condolden Trig Point

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

12

6

8

9

10

11

15

15

16

17

21

20

19

22

27

28

23

26

31

27

25

34

28

30

43

8

13

14

20

7

31

40

43

52

24

32

33

36

46

29

29

39

35

18

43

41

44

37

38

34

39

42

45

46

47

56

41

48

49

answers on page 37
Across

Down

1 infection

1 hatchet

7 bird

2 port in the NE

12 tempt

3 son of Agamemnon (myth)

13 disruption

4 toy

14 stylish

5 take off area

15 sharp ride

6 suitable

17 conjunction

8 part of boat

18 close

9 heat resistant dishes

19 Cornish port

10 the head

20 jug

11 shrub

23 compass point

17 small bung

24 assistant

21 tree

25 part of a stair

22 nine bottle

27 satellite of Jupiter

26 scold

28 5th letter of Hebrew aphabet

29 indeed

29 range

31 sacred syllable

30 sailing vessel

33 needlecase

32 aged

34 cotton strand

35 18th century card game

36 man’s name

37 sports event

37 mother

40 thin mud

38 small lizard

42 feline mammal

39 fish

44 herring roe

41 currency unit

46 river (N England)

42 semi-precious stone

47 bedaubed

43 perform

48 father

45 jewel

49 last letter of Greek alphabet

BTCV, the UK’s largest
practical
Conservation
charity will be carrying
out some restoration work
to Condolden Trig Point,
sited on a Bronze Age
burial mound. The work
will involve rebuilding large
sections of the mound to
bring it back to its original
shape and size.
Once the work to
rebuild to mound has
been completed we will
carry out post and wire
fencing around the mound
to limit further erosion.
This task will give people a
wonderful opportunity to
make a positive impact to
an archaeological site in the

local area and to learn new
skills.
We will be carrying
out work here between 5th
April and 17th April. We
will be there most days
including weekends. Most
of the time we are there
someone from the Cornwall
Archaeological Unit will be
on site to give advice and
answer any questions.
If you are interested in
becoming involved in this
project or would like some
more information then
please contact me on
07740899564 or email
t.david@btcv.org.uk
Tom David, BTCV Practical
Projects Officer

PARKWAY
ESTATE AGENTS, BUSINESS TRANSFERS, SURVEYORS & VALUERS

Contact Parkway Estate Agents for a Free Market Appraisal

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Estate Agents
Business Transfer
Surveying & Architectural Drawing
Permanant Tenancy Letting
Stroud & Swindon Building Society
Mortgage And Investment
Insurance

www.parkwaycornwall.co.uk
Offices at:

Camelford ~ 6 Market Place 01840 212121
Tintagel ~ Fore Street 01840 770825
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Trixie’s ‘Big’ Birthday

MP Dan Rogerson writes::
application for sewage
treatment
plants
at
Bosinney, Tintagel and
Boscastle. The Minister is
stalling on a decision about
the Bosinney application,

The Birthday Girl beside the Cessna

I have had the most
fabulous
birthday,
normally I don’t celebrate
birthdays. I like other
people’s but let my
own pretty much drift
by, however this was a
“special” one - my 70th!
so it was not destined to
pass in the usual way.
My children’s big
surprise for me was a
flight over Boscastle from
Bodmin Airport. Dr.
Garrod’s son James was
my pilot and we took off
in a very stylish Cesna
2-seater. It was a clear
day and we had fabulous
views of moors, fields
and lakes before heading
up the coast to Boscastle.
I had just enough time to
phone friends before take
off and there they were
waving frantically as we
flew in over Boscastle unforgettable.
My actual birthday
was on Sunday February
24th when we all met up
at Jamie Olivers’ 15 for
lunch - wonderful views
over Watergate Bay and I
felt so blessed surrounded
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by my family all my
five grandchildren and
special friends. Clearly a
day to remember.
Now I’ve always been
a very practical person,
for instance my Honda
Civic has done my
proud for the past eleven
years - so why change it.
- but, Hey, as a 70 year
old - I can be excused for
kicking over the traces a
bit - so I have traded my
Honda for a bright red
Mini Cooper convertible
- and suddenly become
extremely popular with
my grandchilfen. My
children have given me
a very noticeable [!]
personalized
number
place so you can’t miss
me. So if you see me give me a wave. You can
call me a ‘poser’ if you like
- I don’t mind. How I see
myself is just a joy-riding
grandmother enjoying
the freedom of being 70,
loving God, loving life
and who knows, for my
next big birthday [if God
wills] maybe I’ll consider
a Harley Davidson!

First, many congratulations
to Pat Day, Cllr Janey
Comber and the Parish
Council on getting the BT
phonebox re-introduced by
the bridge. I was pleased to
help out, and though their
original responses were
tardy to say the least, I have
to give some credit to BT
for taking this seriously in
the end. It was obviously
quite wrong that people
had to traipse 3/4 of a mile
up such a steep hill just
to make a phone call. It’s
good to see people power
in action.
On other matters, I have
written to the Minister of
State at the Department
for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs about
the ongoing controversy
over South West Water’s

a get out clause on
their obligation to
provide adequate
sewage treatment.
which
makes
any
meaningful debate about
the Boscastle proposals very
difficult. In my view, South
West Water’s premise that
these should be considered
separately is quite wrong,
and is simply there to give
them a get out clause on
their obligation to provide
adequate sewage treatment.
Clearly, it’s better for
them to consider each of
these plants separately
because a lower population
means a lower standard of
treatment. If the company
took all three areas as
having a common need, it
would have to accept their
combined
populations

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist
Harbour Secretary

MP Dan Rogerson continues::
as the yardstick for the
standard of treatment they
provide. In any event, until
Bosinney is decided, it’s
difficult to see what the
point is in South West
Water reapplying, as they
have, to the County Council
for planning permission
to build another site at
Boscastle. The County
has already refused that
once, and as far as I can see
nothing has changed. I shall
be keeping an eye on this as
developments unfold, and
I’m sure the Blowhole will
take an interest.

Lisbon Treaty
I want to say a brief word
about Europe. As I write this
piece, we are approaching
the time when MPs have
to vote on whether to
have a referendum on the
new Lisbon Treaty, which
updates the workings of the
Union to make it effective
with 27 states. The existing
rules were designed to work
with fifteen states, and
are clearly creaking. The
Treaty gives new powers
to the British Parliament
over decisions which have
until now been taken just
by Ministers and Heads
of Government in the

European Council. So, I
am in favour of the Lisbon
Treaty, and I will vote for
it.
But what about the
question of a referendum?
All three major parties
committed at the last
election
to
holding
a referendum on the
European Constitution.
That Constitution was
designed to replace all of
the treaties which were
agreed to make the Union
work as it presently does.
It was a major change, and
a referendum on that issue
would have been akin to
one on whether to stay in,

After all, the last
time the British
people were
consulted was the
year I was born
- 1975. Nobody
under 51 has had
a say.

or to get out, of the Union
altogether. The Lisbon
Treaty, by contrast, simply
amends existing treaties and
is quite different in scope
from the Constitution
- much as the popular
press tries to suggest
otherwise. So my Liberal

Domestic & Commercial Cleaning
Holiday Home Caretaker service
Change over cleans
Laundry service
Carpet Cleaning

01288-841166 or 07788-457537
www.pjcleaning.biz

Democrat colleagues and
I have thought hard about
how best to keep to our
manifesto commitment.
I, for one, believe that
the European Union as a
project - though I favour it
- has ventured swiftly ahead
of its citizens. After all, the
last time the British people
were consulted was the year
I was born - 1975. Nobody
under 51 has had their
say. I believe the European
Union has safeguarded
peace in Europe, has
fostered prosperity and
promoted
democracy
across our continent. In
future, I think it’s our
only hope of tackling
cross-border crime, global
terrorism, and climate
change. Britain alone
cannot, in my view, achieve
those things effectively.
But many people disagree
with me, so as a liberal,
and a democrat, I believe
it is time to ask people for
their view. As Nick Clegg,
the new Liberal Democrat
leader has said this week, it
is time to draw the poison,
and the distortion out of

the European debate, by
having a proper national
referendum on the nature of
the Union, and on Britain’s
membership of it. That’s
why I intend voting to have
a referendum on the whole
question of Britain being
in the European Union.
Like a referendum on the
constitution, that would
be a referendum on all the
treaties of the past, as well as
on the new Lisbon Treaty.
I am happy to explain my
position further to anyone
who has an interest in this
issue, but I wanted to try
and set it out briefly here
in advance.
I’m sure I’ve taken up
quite enough space, so,
until the next edition of
the Blowhole, have a good
few weeks. Remember that
I hold regular surgeries all
over North Cornwall, and
I’d be pleased to meet you
on any issue of concern, at
any one of them.
Appointments can be
booked
through
my
Launceston office on 01566
777123.

Boscastle Bakery
We sell freshly
baked bread,
pasties,
handmade
cakes, scones
and pastries,
takeaway tea,
coffee, drinking
chocolate and
sandwiches. Plus
a large range of
cold drinks.
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205
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“Tales from the Potting shed”
Keen gardener, Mary
Shepherd , gives readers
news from the ground:
They couldn’t be more
different - our previous
garden in Hampshire was
small, south facing, with
a chalk and flint growing
medium and easy to
maintain terraces. We now
have a larger, north facing,
sloping garden, with an
abundance of slate and

regular garden visitors,
which include the intrepid
Messrs Badger, Mole and a
number of crafty pigeons.
Not to mention a different
climate, which, as you are
know, has been somewhat
extreme the last couple
of years. But when you
love gardening all of these
things don’t seem to matter,
you expect failure as well as
hoping for success.

Last year saw big
improvements to our new
garden. We managed to
successfully prune to a
manageable size, most of
the rather large and out of
hand shrubs. Also, weeding
the sloping central shrub
bed only took one day at a
time instead of the previous
years 3-day marathons.
Unfortunately, with fewer
branches to grab to steady
myself I spent a lot of the
time falling or sliding down
the bank., mostly with a
full bucket of weeds, which
spewed out back down the
bank, leaving me with my
head lower than my feet or
spread-eagled in what can
only be described as very
unladylike positions!!

Flowers in the
veggie garden
On the plus side
though, my two favourite
species of flower, (roses
and sweet peas), bloomed
all summer long. Did I say
summer? Apart from the
unbelievably hot weather
at Easter, we struggled

with the colder than usual
and very wet conditions.
The impatiens that I had
lovingly pricked out into
what seemed like hundreds
of trays, did not like the
conditions one bit. Having
a shady garden does have
advantages in the spring
however; it means that
the camellias, azaleas and
magnolias tend to hold
back until most of the frosts
are over. The spring shrubs
may have been a little later
to flower, but the spring
flowers; particularly the
snowdrops and daffodils
gave a super show. As did
the summer perennials
such as dahlias and phlox
in the herbaceous border,
providing colour well into
the autumn with the late
flowering
michaelmas
daisies and penstemons.
Being a person who thinks
a vegetable plot looks
better with a few flowers in
it, I can only say that the
sunflowers, gladioli and
dutch Iris were a lovely
cheery addition. I’ve even
persuaded the “Head
Gardener” to plant pinks
and sweet williams in the
fruit cage for me this year.

Success and Failure
Veggies were a bit hit
and miss. A super crop
of broad beans, started in
cells in the greenhouse,
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planted out under hoops
and protective micromesh
did extremely well. In
order to pick the beans the
mesh was removed, and
then it happened, “very
strong winds”; we didn’t
loose our super crop of
beans, but not one leaf was
left on the poor skeleton
plants. The carrots didn’t
get going at all, pathetic
little buttons on the end
of pathetic green tops. It
was just too cold. The leeks
bolted due to a dry spell
when we hadn’t thought
it necessary to water. Early
potatoes were dug just in
time, as the dreaded blight
was about to hit. On the
other hand runner beans,
onions, shallots and salad
crops were a success, so
too were the cabbages and
purple sprouting, apart
from the pesky pigeons! A
hasty covering of fleece was
made to save the day. With
much farmyard manure
and garden compost added
to improve the soil and with
the construction of raised
beds, we look forward to
better crops this year.

Quiet contemplation
Gardening is not all
about hard work; the
garden is to be enjoyed.
Sitting quietly with a
relaxing cuppa, listening
to the birds and watching,

continued

that’s what it’s all for.
I recall one afternoon
sitting on the bench
doing just that, when
under the ground could
be heard a scraping
noise, the sound of
claws on slate. Watching
carefully, the soil started
to heave a few times then
up popped, you know
who, our friendly Mr
Mole. He disappeared
in a trice, but we know
he’s still there; the
molehills in the orchard
and sometimes in the
middle of the path are
his trademarks.
If reading this has
reminded you of similar
successes or disasters,
then you too will
appreciate, as a fellow
gardener, how we will
always find a reason to
continue gardening as
long as the body is able.
Also, should you have
any gardening tips, know
of any useful gadgets, or
have had successes with
particular seeds or plants
then please write to the
Blowhole so that your
ideas can be shared.
Just one last thing,
why do the birds pick the
heads of the primroses?
MS

Consult cousin Clarrie
All your problems solved in a trice:
Dear Cousin Clarrie
We have recently been
on holiday abroad, where
everyone else seemed to
have much more money
than we have. And they
were staying for three
months! We had a week.
How can we be like
everyone else?
Grumpy.
Dear Grumpy
Relax! Accept the fact that
you cannot do these things
and that you are a proud
and fully paid-up member
of the branch of society
to which I belong, the one
which has an untidy house
and astonishingly little
money. But how satisfying
when you have not invested
a thing in Northern Rock!
Dear Cousin Clarrie
Can you advise me on
how to run an efficient
household? When I invite
people to dinner, I have
to race around tidying a
path through any part of
the house they may visit,
let alone battle with
a decision whether to
offer Fish Pie, Admiral’s
Pie or Ocean Pie. And
they drink all my wine.
Delia.
Answers to Crossword:
Across
1 cholera 7 hoopoe 12 lure
13 upheaval 14 elegant
15 arete 16 also 17 or
18 near 19 Padstow 20 ewer
23 SW 24 aide 25 riser 27 Io
28 he 29 scope 30 sloop
32 old 35 ombre 37 match
40 ooze 42 jaguar 44 avruga
46 Aire 47 smeared 48 pa
49 omega
Down
1 cleaver 2 Hull 3 Orestes
4 lego 5 runway 6 apt
7 heartwood 8 oar 9 ovenware
10 pate 11 oleander 17 ossicle
21 willow 22 rehoboam
26 reprove 29 so 31 om
33 etui 34 thread 36 Ezra
37 ma 38 agama 39 carp
41 euro 42 jade 43 act
45 gem

Tales from
the Potting
shed

Dear Delia
Firstly, get more wine in.
Secondly, make sure you
only cultivate friends who
drink plenty: they very
rarely notice such things
as untidiness and will only
bless the name of Morrisons
that you have been kind
enough to buy in something
edible. Thirdly, have a drink
yourself.

hope you get a fish bone
lodged somewhere. I think I
would move, if I were you.
Don’t bother to tidy up,
either.

Dear Cousin Clarrie
I have noticed that
some of my friends are
becoming more distant
with me. Is this a matter
of personal freshness?
Or could it be something
else?
Rose

Dear Alan,
Come, come! I thought
better of you. Surely there
are more than enough
over-enthusiastic television
presenters who ought to
be able to make you feel
totally inadequate, out of
touch and drab, without my
help? We are surrounded
by garden centres with
a vast range of healthy
and thriving plants, which
compare unfavourably with
the withered and spindly
seedlings which one has
desperately attempted to
nurture in the futile seed
tray in the sun porch. Get
a sturdy helper in who will
cover your garden with piles
of gravel: soon enough it will
turn green!

Dear Rose,
You give me very little to
go on, Rose. Fortunately,
a spiteful neighbour has
revealed to me that, not
only have you paid off a
large mortgage at the age
of thirty-five, but you have
the nerve to brag about this
to those around you. Several
other neighbours have
contacted me to say that the
next time you are out at the
local pricey restaurant, they

Dear Cousin Clarrie
As spring is coming, can
you give me some helpful
hints on freshening up my
rather tired garden?
Alan.

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
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STAYING SAFE IN CORNWALL

At almost the same time
that I heard our Council Tax
would be rising by 4.9%
I also was shown a copy
of the above publication
produced by the County
Council.
A glossy, high quality
booklet with a number of
colour photographs making
it quite an expensive item
to be distributing round
the county.
Apart from some useful
telephone numbers of local
agencies the information
would appear to be for
people who are completely
lacking in common sense.
I cannot resist sharing
with those of you who
have not already seen this
handout some gems that I
particularly enjoyed:
“The causes of flooding
Rainfall fills rivers
and ditches beyond their
capacity
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Coastal storms can
lead to the sea to breaking
through, or come over
the top of coastal flood
defences.
Blocked or overloaded
drainage ditches, drains
and sewers overflow across
the road.”
Well, I am sure that this
is news to us all!
However, if there is
a flood we are told that
ideally we should remove
internal doors and store
them upstairs. I cannot
help but wonder how many
people who were flooded in
2004 were able to carry out
this piece of advice.
In an emergency we are
all urged to take with us
an emergency pack. Said
pack should contain a large
number of items including
long-life snacks, bottled
water, extra set of contact
lenses or glasses, a first aid

kit, toiletries and personal
items together with lists of
insurances, medication a
radio and a torch.
There is also an
evacuation
checklist
of additional things to
take with you such as a
mobile phone and charger,
children’s toys and clothing,
pet carrier and essentials (if
you have one!) sweets and
snacks etc.
If faced with a real
emergency would any of
us want to spend the time
gathering together all these
items?
As I said at the beginning,
there are some useful
snippets of information,
but I do question whether
the cost of this publication
is justified.
Finally another bit
of advice that I am sure
none of us would have
worked out for ourselves.
In an emergency we should
STAY IN UNLESS TOLD
TO GO OUT.
DR

TABLE TOP SALES
Following on the success
of last year, when over
£3000 was raised for
various charities,
Jane
Castling has kindly agreed
to a further series of table
top sales to be held on
Valency House lawn.
Scheduled dates (weather
permitting) are:
Sunday May 11
Macmillan Trust and
Marie Curie
May 25
Air Ambulance
June 8
Animal Rescue, Bodmin
June 22
The Merlin Trust
July 6
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
July 27
RSPCA
August 10
Coastwatch
August 31
Castle Goff Cat Rescue
In addition on July 20
Duck Race Day will
be held on behalf of
Boscastle CP School and
the Combined Churches
hold their annual fete on
24 August.

Adrian & Staff
Welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
Ring (01840) 250278

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
29th March Mo Jo
5th April Mood Indigo
12th Apr Whiskey Thieves
19th April Jailhouse
26th April Blue Slate
3rd May Memphis

10th May Wreckers
17th May Festive Road
24th May Brian T Williams
31st May Mo Jo
7th June Blue Slate
14th June Atlantic Highway

Pete’s Peeps at
the Past
8 Dec 1837
The Royal Bude
Lifeboat
Bude welcomed the
arrival of a new valuable
lifeboat built by Mr.
Wade of Sunderland. The
Rev Ellacombe started
the committee and
subscriptions and his late
Majesty gave £100 towards
the boat.

19 Oct 1838
Crime and
Illiteracy
A school has been
formed in Bodmin gaol
and many men & boys
have learnt to read. The
school was suspended
but the chaplain urged
for a permanent teacher
when the first one was
sent to the treadmill for
misconduct.
[An extract from the
chaplain’s report, of the

33 prisoners on trial some
formerly punishable by
death, only 1 could read
or write, 21 could write
their names & knew
the alphabet, while the
remainder were entirely
illiterate]

11 Oct 1839
Smuggling From
Coast To Coast
Mr Gains, supervisor
of excise at Launceston,
captured at Chapman’swell between Holsworthy
and Launceston, two
vans containing 73 tubs
of smuggled brandy
accompanied by 3 men
whom were also secured.
The brandy was landed
near Hartland and was on
its way to Plymouth.

17 Apr 1840
A Double Hanging
The execution took place
of brothers William

CLOVELLY CLOTHING
The Bridge, Boscastle - tel: 01409 281 381

REGATTA WRANGLER
CRAGHOPPERS
FULL RANGE OF WATERPROOF/BREATHEABLE
CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR

& James Lightfoot at
Bodmin for the murder
of Nevill Norway. This
caused the town to be
overflowing with sightseers
and all the houses full, the
demand was so great in
the poorer public houses
that meat was 1s 5d a lb
and beer at 9d a quart.
By the execution time
there were between twenty
and twenty five thousand
people in the fields
beyond.

23 April 1841
Smallest Steam
Engine in the
World
Mr. John Michell, an
engineer of Redruth has
made a silver model of a
steam engine, the cylinder
and parallel motion of
which stand within the
circumference of a 4d
piece, the cylinder is
one tenth of an inch in
diameter, and weighs one
eighth of an ounce and the
whole machinery is started
by a teaspoonful of water.

The best of British Clothing
for the worst of British weather

Jan 1843
The Wreck of Jessie
Logan at Boscastle

SHOPS ALSO AT
BUDE - CLOVELLY - BARNSTAPLE
SHOP WITH US ON-LINE AT:
www.clovellyclothing.co.uk

There has been severe
gales along the coast and
the 850 ton, East India
Trader “Jessie Logan” from
Liverpool was apparently

making for Tintagel or
Bude Bay, but got into
trouble at Boscastle, she
was 14 miles off at midday
with part of her bulwarks,
all of her sails gone, but
at 3pm she struck the
rocks at the entrance to
Boscastle Creek where
her bottom was carried
away and her cargo floated
out. During the night
her masts fell & only the
sides remained. Very little
of the cargo of dyewood,
gum, cotton, wool, indigo
& hides was saved. The
Coastguard kept watch
but there was considerable
depredation carried on by
the wreckers. The crew
took to the boats but were
all lost, & the boats found
in the morning capsized.

10 Feb 1843
Accident at
Delabole Quarry
On Monday at noon, six
men working on a sloping
rock at the quarry, when
it gave way and they were
all dashed to the bottom,
none of them surviving the
100 ft. fall. Five of them
were brought up & taken
to their homes, the other
remained under a rock in a
deep pool, but brought up
to the surface a few days
later in a coffin, his name
was George Harris.
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Otterham and St Juliot
Village Hall is an old
military building, erected
by local people in the early
1950’s on land that was
given for the purpose. An
extension was added in the
1980’s to provide a further
small room and bar area.
The
building
is
constructed
of
steel
with timber A frames;
the exterior walls are of
corrugated metal, the roof
is felted on boards and
the whole building sits on
wooden pilings. For some
years now the revenue
from hirers has been spent
on repairs to the fabric of
the building, and with the
inevitable deterioration of
the wooden pilings as well
as the interior fittings, walls
and roof, the building is no
longer viable. The heating
system
is
inefficient,
wasteful and therefore
expensive; and the kitchen
does not meet the required
standards.
Although
Marshgate
may be small, the Hall
caters for people living
in the surrounding areas,
mainly (as the name
suggests) in the parishes of
Otterham and St Juliot but
also from a wider area as far
away as Bude, Camelford
and Boscastle. Clubs using
the hall include Juliotter
Garden Club, Monday
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Whist Club, the Young
Farmers’ Club, Cornwall
Trust for Conservation
Volunteers,
the
local
Women’s Institute, the
Community Lunch Club
and LP Auctions.
The hall is used by the
local Primary School, it acts
as a Polling Station at local
and general elections; and
as a venue for many private
and one-off functions such
as the Harvest Supper,
fundraising Quiz Nights,
Community Concerts, A
Dance Club and the Reenactment Society. It is
also used for some Council
business, by the local
education committee for
running courses and by six
local churches.
One way and another,
the hall is used for some part
of every day of the week but
it could be used for even
more activities for a wider
range of people with a new
hall and standards meeting
today’s requirements for
health and safety etc.
After eight months
of waiting Otterham
& St Juliot Village
Hall committee’s hopes
of Lottery cash for a
replacement village hall
have been dashed. Despite
submitting
what
the
assessor admitted was an
excellent application, they
were not thought to be

an urgent case, and their
lottery bid, for which they
had such high expectations,
has failed.
Hall secretary Mrs Val
Gill said: “We are bitterly
disappointed because we
were advised to keep our
bid below £500,000 so we
put in a carefully-worded
request for just £250,000.
Now we just have to find
some way of raising that
enormous sum ourselves.
But in spite of this
setback we are absolutely
determined to have our
replacement hall, because
it’s so important to our
scattered community.”

For the past few years as
the building approaches the
end of its life, all income
from rentals has been spent
on repairs. Now the hall
itself is no longer viable
and an appeal has been
launched to raise the money
needed for a replacement.
Over the past 18 months
the Hall Committee has
been busy fundraising and
there is now £6,000 hardwon money in the bank.
But as Mrs Gill adds:
“There’s still a long, long
way to go to reach our
aim of just over a quarter
of million for a modern,
sustainable, low runningcost building. But we
shall succeed, we have to,
for the sake of our future
generations, and we do all
love attending our clubs
that meet there.”
If you can help with a
donation, help or advice,
please contact Val Gill on
01840 261582.

http://www.otterhamandstjuliothall.org

Lesnewth Official Rain Station
Rainfall totals:
2007
162.9mm

2008

January

149.4mm

184.2mm

February

217.5mm

73.5mm

December

2006
178.2mm

Greatest rainfall in January this year was on the
14th when the total was 31.2mm. The most rainfall
in one day in February was on the 25th, when
23.3mm fell, just beating the 22.5mm on the 3rd.

4/2/08
09:30 Continuation search
Trevalga, Lost Person.
09:45 on scene. All areas
that were searched the day
before were searched again,
nothing found. 13:00 New
search full team plus two
police officers Lye Rock to
Willapark and Gullastem
areas, nothing found.
3/2/08
10:24 Called by Falmouth 14:42 New search full team
by landline, assist Police in Boscastle NCI lookout
to Grower Gut, nothing
a search for a lost person
found. 16:20 New search
in the Trevalga area,
two teams from Firebeacon
two search teams were
deployed on the cliffs from Hill south, Benoath Cove
north, nothing found.
Bossiney Cove north to
18:20 Returned to Station.
Rocky Valley and Rocky
In Attendance: L Siford, N
Valley south to Bossiney
Jones, M Smith, D Williams,
Cove. Also on scene
A Williams, D Roots, S
Rescue 193, Port Isaac
Roberts.
Coastguard. Other areas
that were searched Rocky
5/2/08
Valley north to Grower
09:30 Continuation search
Rock and Grower Rock
Trevalga Lost Person.
south to Rocky Valley all
09:45 on scene. 10:25 Two
teams searched the areas
teams deployed on the
again. Nothing found.
cliffs searching from Castle
13:45 Returned to Station. Beach north, and from
In Attendance: L Siford, T
Gullastem south nothing
Little, N Jones, M Smith,
found. 13:50 New search
D Williams, A Williams,
area full team Glebe cliff to
D Roots, Port Isaac CRT,
Dunderhole; high winds,
Rescue 193.
search stopped unable to

COASTGUARDS’ REPORT
16/12/07
Call from Falmouth
to Les Siford (pager)
18:10 Assist Bude with
a search for a lost person
a 15yr old boy missing
from around 15:00hrs
in the Poundstock area.
20:00hrs found close
to Poundstock Church.
20:43 Returned to
station.
In Attendance: L Siford, D
Roots, S Roberts, T Little,
N Jones, D Williams, A
Williams.
24/12/07
Call from Falmouth to
Les Siford (pager), 18:50
To Assist Bude in a search
for a lost person. 19:08
Stood down.
In Attendance: L Siford, T
Little, N Jones, M Smith.

WESTERN SUPPLY COMPANY
Established 1965

Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Come and see our wide range of products including:
♦ An Extensive Range of Decorative Slabs & Decking ♦
♦ Fencing Panels ♦ Plasterboard ♦ Plywood ♦ Treated Timber ♦
♦ Planed Timber & Mouldings ♦ Graded Sawn Timber ♦
♦ Sand ♦ Concrete Blocks ♦ Chippings ♦ Cement ♦
♦ Plumbing Fittings ♦ Electrical Fittings & Cable ♦
♦ Screws ♦ Fixings ♦ Insulation Products ♦
♦ Hardware ♦ New & Second Hand Goods etc ♦
... and a paint mixing machine that can mix thousands of colours!

COME AND HAVE A LOOK!

Atlantic Road, Delabole (01840) 212580
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged

get down to old quarries.
14:45 Returned to Station.
In Attendance: L Siford, N
Jones, M Smith, D Williams,
A Williams, D Roots, S
Roberts.

8/2/08
08:46 Call from Falmouth
to L Siford mobile phone.
Possible body in water
at Hole Beach, nothing
found. 10:18 Returned to
Station.
In Attendance: L Siford, D
Roots.
We have two new members
in the company, Nathan
Jones from Marshgate and
Mark Smith of Boscastle
Suzi Roberts has now
served her first full year.
Les Siford 20years service
October 2007.
B Mills 20years service
May 2008.
I would like to thank Dan
Roots for his help over the
past few months while he
has been acting DSO in
Graham King’s absence.
Take care on our coastline
Les Siford
Station Officer.

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
If you are looking for a special gift or momento
then do look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!
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Le P’tit Angleterre

In Britanny recently we
joined some of our friends’
neighbours for a tea party,
which ran French-style,
punctually from five until
6.30pm.
Conversation as always,
turned to newcomers.
Corlay is more of a hamlet
than a village, maybe fifty
houses, a couple of bars
(one with boules court) but
no grocery shop. A mobile
butcher calls a couple of
times a week. Despite these
drawbacks, virtually every
empty property had been
snapped up by a foreigner,
usually British. The last
were a couple of teachers,
who has installed a
swimming pool. They must
have been well-endowed,
as locals nicknamed them
“the hippos.”
So the village has become
“Le P’tit Angleterre”,
remarked upon ruefully
but without rancor. The
French have not yet started
to rant as we so about
second-homers, although
there are complaints about
the generally rising cost
of homes for first-time
buyers. Our neighbour’s
complaint was a merely an

expression of regret that
more young French cannot
populate a potential ghost
village. French banks are
much tougher on their
own regarding home loans.
They demand much larger
deposits and applicants
have to show - by
submitting bank statements
- they can actually afford
repayments. No mythical
self-certification claims, or
lending of five or six times
salaries out there. As the
British property market
contracts our generosity
may seem misplaced, and
there will tears before
bedtime.
About half a million
Brits occupy France. Its
attractions are patently
obvious. A very basic
Boscastle cottage could be
exchanged for a French gite
complex, or buy not one
but two massive houses,
with eighteen acres, two
barns, stables and lake
- and still have a useful
amount of spare change.
Or how about a modest
second home, a couple of
bedrooms and a reasonable
garden for what, £50,000?
The surprise is we aren’t

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011

all there. But the French
have one or weapons left in
their armoury. They do not
speak English, or hardly
at all. You have to learn
the language, something
of which the Brits are
notoriously incapable.

It takes a while
to appreciate
how much small
talk is vital to
one’s sense of
belonging.
Spain is OK, everybody
under forty speaks English,
and the proliferation of
Costas apartments attest
to every European’s wish
for a place in the sun.
But in France the shutters
descend. While the locals
are unfailingly helpful and
friendly, communication
is basic at best, only the
builders are used to dealing
with the Brits, for obvious
reasons. It takes a while to
appreciate how much small
talk is vital to one’s sense
of belonging. It is said
that fifty per cent of Brits
come home after five years,
defeated by loneliness - and
the weather.
Yes, the weather. The

South has warmer winters
- hence seriously expensive
- the Centre and North can
be freezing and wet. You
suddenly realise what a big
country it is. Your ideal rural
retreat may be ten miles
from a bakery - and daily
bread is a necessity. You’ve
got a two acre garden, but
so has everyone; there is
miles of greenery and not
much else. Your friends are
usually British, clinging
together for support, and
as in any small community,
become introverted and
possibly boring.
The food - oh the food
- is wonderful. I confess a
love of the 4 C’s - coffee,
croissants, cognac and
cigarettes - which punctuate
the Frenchman’s day. A
lorry driver’s café does a five
course lunch with wine for
10Euros. You don’t have to
pay a TV licence, local taxes
are a tenth of Britain’s and
fuel is much cheaper. But
you need an occupation. n
awful lot of Brits buy gites
as a letting investment and
proceed to go broke (if you
can afford to rent one you
can afford to buy one).
Those that survive
tell you it’s marvellous.

H. VENNING
- MASON -

For Professional and Quality Work

Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted

• RENOVATIONS •EXTENSIONS
•PLASTERING • STONEWORK
• ROOFING

Feel free to call in and browse our wide selection
of frames including designer ranges

TEL: 01840 250113
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Lundy House, Boscastle

Le P’tit Angleterre contiues

Some mean it. The others
are
expressing
what
psychologists call cognitive
dissonance - the ability to
rationalise one’s mistakes.
As east Europeans flood
in Britain, there is a serious
exit movement of the retired
classes, taking their incomes
and investments abroad,
swapping energy and youth
for age and experience; but
inevitably they yearn for
grandchildren close by,
market place gossip and
the security of dying in
familiar surroundings.
For those contemplating
a shift abroad - and
statistics indicate the
majority do - several basic
precautions can ensure a
happier lifestyle. Rent a
house for several winter
months in the area you
fancy. Consider properties
in towns and larger villages
as well as picturesque, but
isolated, country cottages.
Take up a hobby or vocation
that brings you into daily
contact with the locals;
invite them to your parties.
Eat in truckers’ cafes, attend
festivals, avoid British-only
bars. Most important:
learn the language, which
means disabling the Sky

aerials installed so you can
watch Corrie every night,
and visit local cinemas and
theatres instead.
The French will not
resent your intrusion the
slightest, in fact welcome
it. he irony is the nation
we have been brought up
to regard as our natural
enemy - all sexy French
waitresses and dubious
wartime exploits, have in
fact a healthy contempt
for officialdom, will go
on national strike and
overturn governments at
the drop of a chapeau, loath
McDonalds, and still go
mad for decidedly ancient
popstars like Johnnie
Halliday and Marianne
Faithful. That gets my
vote.

investigate their ancestors at
the WEA course … Armed
with information from
the Excellent tutor, Moira
Tangye, members of the
group have already begun
to investigate the 1891
Boscastle census records
and begun researching
families in Suffolk, London
as well as other Cornish
locations.

Lighting up
It will soon be ‘lighting up
A la Mode
time’ at Forrabury Church.
Around 80 people were in
A grant from the Church
the audience at a Fashion
Floodlighting Trust and
Show held in the village
£500 for the PPC have
hall in February. The show
enables us to order a modest
was the brainchild of
floodlighting scheme. The
Vanessa Seldon and Lynn
church will be floodlit on the
Washer who organised
village side only with three
the event as a fund-raiser
light sources highlighting
fot the school. A range of
the tower and nave.
clothes fron ‘George’ of
Chris Rodda Asda and ‘Valency Fayre’ of Trophy for Paul
the Old Mill were featured. Paul Lathom was awarded
The hodels, all volunteers, a trophy for the most
U13
Boy
could easily get work on promising
at
the
recent
County
the catwalks at the London
Fashion Week, especially Championships held at
the star turn, Mlle Franc Penair School. This belief
Pont. Over £300 was raised in his abilities was upheld
when he won the U13 Boys
for school funds.
Multi-Events against tough
Family Histories
competition. He has now
A
dozen
enthusiasts
been selected to represent
are presently learning a
Cornwall at the Area Finals
great deal about how to
in Exeter in March.
one reason why Chris likes
the continent!

SMEETH HIRE
MINI DIGGERS & EQUIPMENT

SELF STORAGE UNITS
Tel: 01840 211220
Tregath Business Units
Camelford Station
PL32 9TZ

Ten Years ago in the Blowhole

Prestige
Wedding
Photography
Call 01840 230008
for an informal
discussion

www.prestigeweddingphotography.co.uk
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs
has hung up his boots at
the age of 39. He has been
a club stalwart for many
years, playing starring
roles for both the 1st and
2nd teams. He states he
just can’t afford to get
injured as he is pursuing
1 Belinda Adams of the a career in dance and he
Cobweb leads the way in has applied for a place at
the Camelot Ladies Darts this year’s ‘Strictly Come
League with the highest Dancing’.
checkout so far of 128.
5 Boscastle Short Mat
The Cobweb team are
Bowls Club are having a
currently sitting pretty
good season in Division
in 4th place, with the
2 of the Northern Area
Napoleon doing enough
Bowls League. They are, at
to avoid the wooden
present, top of the league
spoon.
and if they maintain
2 Boscastle duo Dave their current good form,
Ferrett & Mike Burnard they will certainly be
are yet again producing the promoted.
goods in the Camelford &
6 Boscastle 1st team, under
District Billiards league.
the leadership of Richard
They currently sit on top
Pethick, are finding life
of the ‘Scratch’ league
tough in Duchy Division
and are second in the
1. They are currently
‘Handicapped’ league.
hovering
dangerously
close
to
the
drop
zone and
3 Johnny Brewer has
returned from his tour of unless they start picking
the Southern hemisphere up some much needed
to resume his sporting points they will be facing
interests. He plays smoker a second consecutive
and pool and hopefully he relegation.
will aid Boscastle Football
7 Guy Lane de Courtin
team in their quest to
has also found life tough
avoid the drop. His other
as manager of the 2nd
part-time job is to assist his
team. After a poor run of
father, Parish Councillor
results before Christmas,
Anthony
Brewer
to
they have lately found
prepare the football pitch
a bit of form and have
for match days. A surface
picked up a few points
which is becoming one of
which should see them
the best in the league.
safe to remain in Duchy
4 After months of trying Division 4. That is, of
to persuade him to change course, unless the leagues
his mind, Julian Findlay bottom two sides have a
has stuck to his guns and remarkable turn around
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of fortunes, which would 10 Even though he is
make for an interesting not afraid of an 80 mph
finish to the league.
cricket ball being bowled
8 Boscastle’s two teams are at him from 22 yards and
doing well in this season’s has no fear of the toughest
Snooker leagues. After midfielder son a football
promotion last year the pitch, Jason Seldon still
A team are holding their has to have his mother to
own in the 1st Division, hold his hand when he
whilst the B team, who is sitting in the dentist’s
are in the 2nd Division, chair.
have an outside chance of
a league and cup double.
B team captain, Robin
Haddy, recently got his
dates mixed up. He was
taking his team up to
Crackington
Snooker
Club for a match only
to find on arrival that
a match was already in
progress. The team were
supposed to be home
to Camelford Con.
Club who were waiting
patiently outside the
Community Centre in
the cold.

9 Stephen Jose, who is
approaching his 30th
birthday, has had enough
of the hustle and bustle
of Boscastle village life
and has moved to a
more sedate way of life
in Trevalga. He still finds
time to play darts for
the Cobweb and he is
currently in a rich vein
of form. He has thrown
many high scores of a
ton plus with a couple
of maximums along the
way.

11 Cobweb has recently
reformed its Golf Society.
After the original date
was cancelled due to
inclement weather, the
golf tournament was
rescheduled for the last
Sunday in February.
This time the weather
was favourable and 24
budding golfers took to
the fairways and greens of
the Bowood Golf Club.
There were some excellent
scores carded, but the
cream eventually came to
the top with Sam Abbott
winning with a score of
41 and Phil Higgs runnerup with 35. After a late
night on the Saturday,
Emma Goreham, who
was originally due to
play, couldn’t face the
thought of a 5 mile walk
so she withdrew from the
competition.

In the next edition:
‘How Roger Perry and
Stephen Wickett got
on when they went to
Bournemouth to watch
the Premier league darts’
Newcomer to the team,
and
Fred Turner is also ‘Why Hazel and Anthony
enjoying a good season are looking for a new
and he leads the way with nesting box!!’
the most wins.

