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Please read and respond
Over the last few issues of
the Blowhole we have put
out pleas for more help
with the production of the
Blowhole. This issue is no
different - once again we
are asking for people to
come forward and join the
Blowhole team.
Well, this time it is
a little different as we
urgently need someone to
take on the computer side
of the Blowhole. Philippa

has announced that she
intends the Winter edition
to be the last one that she
will compile. She says “I’ve
been on the Blowhole
team since its inception,
and have been compiling it
for the last eight years. The
Winter edition will mark
20 years of the Blowhole,
and that feels like the
right time for me to step
down. The last few issues
have taken me longer and

longer to produce since
I have two jobs and less
free-time nowadays. I will
miss the challenge of it and
the pleasure of completing
each edition.”
So, readers, if any of you
have the urge to have a go at
Blowhole production, now
is your chance! You could
help steer the Blowhole to
a bright new future.
Heather could also do
with some help with the

advertising side of the
Blowhole.
We do hope that people
will come forward to
volunteer to help and to
ensure that the Blowhole
will continue in some form
or another.
Don’t be shy - have a
go - you may find that it’s
more fun than you think!
All offers of help will be
gratefully received.

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material
submitted for publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Joan Cork,
Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda. Your name could be added to the list if you wish to join us!

The next Blowhole will be published in December
The deadline for copy is 24th November.

Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.To subscribe please either email
boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole
For advertising queries, please contact Heather Colne on 01840 250639
or email blowhole.advertising@hotmail.co.uk
Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
or by email to: boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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John Williams and Richard Harvey at the concert in Minster Church. The audience
was spellbound by their virtuoso performance. Over £1850 was raised for Church
funds and this sum will increase with proceeds from the sale of dvds. See also page 16.
Open Gardens
Open Gardens was held
on in June. Sadly, Saturday
was a disappointing, rainy,
dreary day, but Sunday
saw a great improvement;
brighter, warmer, and
ideal for enjoying a stroll

round Alex Stewart’s lovely
“Wildwood” garden with
its charming two-tiered
lay-out. The lower garden
has its lawned area, wellplanted herbaceous borders
and a pretty dove cote. Steps
lead up into the woodland

section where a huge variety
of trees, shrubs, ferns,
wildflowers and a pond
offer year-round interest:
something for everyone in
this garden.

Visitors always derive
great pleasure from a visit
Carole Vincent’s “Half
Acre, with its Blue Circle
garden, its sculptures, the
planted coloured concrete
containers and the wide
variety of plants to view all
round this lovely garden.
Also on offer this year was
a delightful exhibition of
floral paintings by Carole’s
students, a very good
selection of plants for sale
and refreshments to enjoy
at the end of it all!
Both Alex and Carole
had obviously spent a great
deal of time and effort in
presenting their gardens,
so well done both of you!
Just under £400 was raised
for the National Garden
Scheme from this event.
ML

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk
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The Mystery of the Phantom Knitter
Who is the Phantom
Knitter? Is it someone in
the village - or someone
from outside of the village?
What is their motive?
During the past year
most of us have been aware
of knitted dolls and bunting
appearing on railings at
the top of the village seemed a bit odd really.
My thoughts were perhaps
it was a group of women
in a knitting circle meeting
for afternoon tea and
deciding to display their
finished articles publicly.
But now the top/bottom
divide of the village has
been breached and low
and behold when I looked
out of my window one
morning, the “new” bridge
nearest the harbour was
festooned with knitted
bunting, Union flags, regal
looking cushions and other
items all to celebrate the
Jubilee of our Queen - alive
with colour, an amazing
display. The Phantom
Knitter had been very
busy overnight putting it
all together as if by magic

and again, after the Jubilee
- everything had gone and
not a sign of the Phantom
Knitter. We were back to
normal. This lasted until
just before the Olympic
Games when the Phantom
Knitter struck again obviously undercover. I
was amazed in the morning
to see the bridge was
covered with knitted gold
medals, Olympic torches
with flames (knitted of
course) bunting
Union
flags, cushions
with five
rings and even knitted
swimmers and athletes - a
wonderful celebration of
our own 2012 Olympic
Games being held here in
Britain. All nations gathered
together in harmony - just
what we needed at a time
of financial hardship and
appalling weather. Needless
to say the Phantom Knitter
was not seen decorating
the bridge or removing
the items when the Games
were over.
However, I really want to
congratulate you (whoever
you are). You caused quite a

Juliotter Garden
Club

stir in this part of the village
with visitors and locals alike,
and I would like to say
thank you. Your efforts were
much appreciated and went
a long way to brightening
everyone’s day.
I am only sorry I
didn’t think to take some
photographs - maybe next
time...................
Trixie Webster, after the
Jubilee, in the broad
light of day

All meetings take place
at Otterham Village Hall
at 7.30pm except outings
to nurseries.
September 25th:
Nicola Morris talks
on ‘Gardening for
Butterflies’.
October 23rd:
Mike Stephens provides
ideas on ‘Flowering
Plants for October/
November’.

Biggest Coffee Morning
in aid of

Macmillan Cancer Relief
To be held at

Lynn Biddick’s, The Willows
White Smock Meadow, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250448

On Friday September 28th
10am till 12 noon
Coffee & Hot Pasties
Cream Teas, Cakes, Bread
Books, Preserves
Raffle Prizes
Everyone Welcome

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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Fresh Crab and Lobster landed daily in Port Isaac from
our own boat ‘Mary D’ and delivered straight to our shop
at the top of the hill. Available cooked, dressed, in a
sandwich, boxed to take home or even alive.
We also have a seasonal selection of Cornish Day Boat fish,
mussels, oysters, smoked fish, coffee, cakes & more.

Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3SB

01208 880849
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk

Gorsedh Comes to Camelford
What has that to do with
Boscastle? – I hear you
ask.
Well, my sister, Sarah
Cooke who lives in
Launceston, has been
elected a Bard. Sarah was
brought up in Boscastle
from 1953 until going to
Bristol University in 1962.
After university she went
into social work until her
children were born. On
returning to work she
became a French teacher
at schools in Stamford
and Peterborough. When
Sarah’s husband – Martin
Cooke, who was brought
up in Tresparrett - retired
in 2007, they ‘came
home’ and now live in
Launceston.

The Cornish Gorsedh
– or Gorsedh Kernow – is a
non-political, non-religious
organisation dedicated to
preserving the integrity
of Cornwall’s ancient and
modern culture.
Each year a panel, which
includes several former
Grand Bards, considers
nominations from the
other Bards. Sarah was
elected for her work with
the Cornish language.
On returning home she
studied
the
Cornish
language, passing all her
grades, and now teaches
the Cornish language. She
has chosen the Bardic name
– TALKARN, which is the
ancient name for Minster,
thus enhancing her links
with Boscastle.

More than 300 Bards
attended the ceremony
on Saturday 1st September
2012 in the grounds of Sir

James Smith School. This
was the first time that the
event had been staged in
Camelford.
Jeremy Hicks

Grand Bard, Mick Paynter, welcomes new Bard,
Sarah Cooke
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BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and
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Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

01840 250047

Devon

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties

01626 337596
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Boscastle Festival 2012
The pre-festival GALA
NIGHT this year will be
held on October 4th from
7.30pm, with tickets
costing £15. This includes
a meal provided by the
Curry Company, the
meal will either be a meat
dish, a curry option or a
vegetarian meal. The band,
by popular request, will be
The Harry Peanut Show,
and Tintagel Brewery
will provide a bar for the
evening.
If you would like a
ticket, there are five selling
places: please either ring
me, Carolyn Edwards, on
07966249815, Boscastle
School
on
250329,
Boscastle
Playgroup
on 250760, Boscastle
Football club on 250341,
the Gig club on 250131
or the Visitors’ Centre on
250010. For any other
details contact me. You
will need to buy your
tickets beforehand, max
number per table is 10.
If you wish to donate
a prize for the auction
we would be more than
pleased to receive it, and if
you would like to sponsor
a table for the night we
have 30 tables to sponsor.
Please let me know.

During the food festival
weekend there will be an
exibition of art work by the
late Raymund Rogers in the
Methodist Schoolrooms.
Raymund’s work was
critically acclaimed and
widely admired within the
art world and this is likely
to be the biggest exhibition
of his work for some time,
with many people both local
and from further afield very
kindly lending their pictures
for the weekend.
The pictures will not
be for sale; this is just an
opportunity for people to
see and enjoy a wide range
of Raymund’s work. The
exhibition will be open
from 10am until 4pm on
Sat 6th Oct and 12noon
until 4pm on Sunday 7th.
Many thanks go to
everyone who has loaned a
picture and helped put the
exhibition together.

CE

Gardenscapes
Quality garden care for
your garden
Grass & hedge cutting
Shrub pruning & garden tidy ups
Call Martin
on
01840 770243
07854 740206
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AH

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!

Julie Muffet, bar manager at The Napoleon Inn,
celebrated her 21st birthday with a Chinese meal for
family & close friends in Wadebridge. This was followed
at the weekend by drinks with all the customers at the
Nap & a night clubbing in Newquay with friends.

Mandy Washer celebrated her birthday in style during
the summer with a trip out with friends in Lanelimos’
silver stretch limo. There was bubbly & choccies for the
ladies to enjoy as they took their trip along the North
Cornwall coast before enjoying a meal at the Napoleon
Inn. Hopefully it didn’t take Rob, the driver, too long to
hoover up all the feathers from the ladies’ feather boas!!

Hoola Hooping Gracefully
A brand new routine is
causing a real stir at a local
exercise class. The keep fit
ladies have been equipped
with bright coloured hula
hoops and are ‘hooping’
around to music – but
not like Grace Jones at the
Jubilee concert!
“It’s such great fun”
commented Celia Jones,
one of Katy’s exercise class
members in Lostwithiel.
“Once you get into the
swing of things and get the
rhythm going, you can’t
help but smile!”
Sue
Owen
from
Newquay says “It’s brilliant,
I could never hula hoop as
a teenager but now I can!”
But they’re not using
any, old hoops – these
are large pink and purple
striped ones, professionally
produced. Their keep fit
teacher, Katy Holmes
bought the hoops with
the support of a Health
Promotion Grant. “It’s
added a new dimension to
our routines” said Katy, a
professionally trained and
qualified exercise teacher.
“The response to the hoop
work has been fantastic.

We do a 10 minute routine
to music using the hoops
to stretch and strengthen
the body and then we use
the hoop just to ‘hula’
around the waist. It’s very
good exercise for overall
balance and strengthening
abdominals”.
The hoop work has
proved so popular that
Barbara Hough from the
Marshgate Class asked if
she could buy a hoop to
practice at home. “I really
enjoy it and its jolly good
exercise. She said “When I
told my class friends, they
all agreed and bought one
too. It could be the next
big craze!”
So, keep a sharp look out
for bright pink and purple
hula hoops twirling around
your neighbourhood. Local
classes will begin again in
the Autumn. The warm &
friendly exercise class lasts
an hour or so and takes
place in Otterham and St
Juliots hall in Marshgate
near Camelford.
Please give Katy a call
for your nearest class:
01208 815725

Valency

Kernow Properties in Camelford market properties both
for rental and sale in the Boscastle area. With our local
knowledge and all the latest internet sales connections we
are your best bet for getting your property viewed by both
local and national buyers and prospective tenants.
We give personal service and are available at any time
during working hours to visit you and give help and
information free of charge.
Contact Mark, Jane, Angie or Irene on 01840 212938
e-mail camelford@kernowproperties.co.uk

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397
Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area
Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing
aromatherapy/holistic massage with
soothing essential oils.
Facial massage
Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 230933
Mobile: 07751 508800
St Gennys & Local areas

LYNNE KELLY

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”
Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397

Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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Where Could You Buy A Whole Duck For £1?
Down in the harbour on
24th June, of course! It was
a SUNDAY FUNDAY for
Boscastle School’s annual
Duck Race Day fundraising event.
The sun shone, the
crowds came and there
was entertainment galore
to enjoy throughout the
day. That “Boscastle’s Got
Talent” was well confirmed
by the teams of bopping
boys and groovie girl
movers who performed
lively, well-choreographed
routines, all presented in
his usual elegant, eloquent
fashion by the one and only
Laurence Reed from Radio
Cornwall. Well done all
the dancers and Madame
Choreographer!

Adults and children
alike all enjoyed Professor
Goodvibes’ Punch and
Judy show which opened
with a pair of hilarious
Morris Dancers. The
Bouncy Castle, as always,
proved very popular, there
was Hoop-la, Skittles,
games with bottles, a game
with marbles and flower
pots and who could resist
the unique Human Fruit
Machine - absolutely
brilliant! The Bar-B-Q did
a roaring trade as did the
tea tent and cake stall. The
whole event culminated
in the exciting Duck Race
itself which saw a flotilla of
the little yellow quackers
bobbing furiously along the
stream from Road Bridge

to the New Bridge in an
effort to win one lucky
buyer a cash prize!
Mums,
Dads,
families, school staff,
friends,
and visitors
all came together to
make this a happy and
successful event. Thanks
to all those who gave
their time and efforts in
the months preceding
DR-Day which resulted
in £1550 being raised
for school funds.

Professor Goodvibes captivates
his audience

Myma Lester.

Bulk Heating Oil

Leisure Centre

The Boscastle Group
for ordering heating oil
should place their orders
by the 30th September
for delivery first week in
October by ringing 01208
851195.
Stamps for RNIB
Used
stamps
and
unwanted collections are
always wanted by the
Royal National Institute
for the Blind. Please
keep putting yours in the
collection box in the lobby
at Bottreaux Surgery or
through the letter-box at
8 Pentargon Road. RNIB
thanks Boscastle for their
continuing great support.

If you think the
Camelford Leisure Centre
should continue as a
valuable asset, please help
by signing up to become
a Friend of the Centre by
filling in a form (available
from the Centre or collect
one from the front porch at
8 Pentargon Road). Even if
you’re not a regular user or
you can’t offer a particular
skill, if you can come to the
meetings, it will show your
support. It is an immensely
important facility to young
and old alike and if it goes
- IT GOES FOREVER!
See also article on page
36

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
St Teath
PL33 9ES
Phone:

01840 211786

Mobile:

07921 637055

Website: www.mutscuts.co.uk
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Pat & Mat Wood

Some people are so much a
part of the community that
it is difficult to imagine
them anywhere else. So it
was a great surprise when
we heard of Pat and Mat
Wood’s plans, to move
to a retirement village in
Fairford, Gloucestershire.
Their leaving will mark
the end of Pat’s 26 years
residence in Boscastle.
Before
coming
to
Cornwall Pat lived in
Lincolnshire with her first
husband Leslie Wood. He
was a service man with the
RAF, flying Vulcans. Sadly,
Leslie contracted cancer and
it was after Leslie’s death
that Pat met the Reverend
Alex Sherwood. When Alex

relocated from Lincolnshire
to Kilkhampton, Pat
accompanied him and there
they were married. Alex
and Pat moved to Boscastle
in 1986 and soon became
involved in village life. Pat
joined the Boscastle WI,
where she served a term as
President and Programme
Secretary. She remembers
this as a time when she
made many friends and
enjoyed ‘super speakers and
outings’. It was also a time
when the Church hosted
many activities, amongst
them were - Strawberry
Fairs, ‘Fetes, Concerts and
Flower Arranging’.
With Alex’s demise in
2000 Pat ‘needed all these

PA R T R I C
A N and
T
S
I
T R DAN ROOTS K
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

activities’ to help her cope
with his death. Alex is
remembered still, by many
villagers, as a respected,
committed
churchman.
It is no wonder that the
church has been a large part
of Pat’s life in Boscastle,
as she says - ‘the Church
has played a vital role in
my life’. She was Church
Warden at Forrabury for
six years, ensuring the
smooth running of services
and seeing that the church
was kept spick and span.
Ten years ago the Parish
Lunch was set up. Once
a month, at Otterham,
a two course meal was
(and still is) provided for
a nominal sum. Pat is still
amongst those who help
– laying tables and acting
as waitress.
Mat
appeared
in
Boscastle for a holiday some
years after his wife died
and, to quote Pat –‘never
went back’. She already
knew him, as he had been
her brother-in-law during
her first marriage and she

had kept in touch with
him.
Pat and Mat were
married 18 months after
his arrival in Boscastle.
No sooner had he settled
into the village than he
had his sleeves ‘rolled up’,
proving to be a worthy
maintenance man. Mat
turned his hand to any and
all DIY tasks which needing
doing around the church
and village. Mat became
involved in many church
activities, one of which was
joining Pat as a member of
the church choir.
Pat says they will be sorry
to leave all their friends
behind but ‘time marches
on’ and now is the time for
them to retire and move to
the Retirement Village in
Gloucestershire, where, she
says ‘no doubt there will be
new challenges’ for them
both.
We wish them ‘God
speed’ and hope they will
find peace and happiness
in their new home.
GQ.

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions








For all bookkeeping requirements
Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
Year end accounts
VAT returns & filing
Self assessment tax returns & filing
PAYE and payroll
New business start up assistance

Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering
Regulations 2007
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A new Scout group
opened in Boscastle after
grant funding was secured.
At the end of July,
fourteen Scouts and two
leaders were invested
at Boscastle Methodist
Church in a service watched
by parents.
The 1st Boscastle Group
is part of a project to meet
a growing demand for
Scouting in Cornwall.
A spokesman said:
“This would not have
been possible without
the
enthusiasm
and
commitment of the new
volunteers who have offered
their time and skills to get
involved.
“They
have
been
supported by existing
volunteers from around
the county.” The new
Scouts
have
already
learned about fire safety
and their community, and
members will visit the
local fire station and learn
to kayak. “Despite our
growing numbers, more
volunteers are required,”

1st Boscastle Group

said the spokesman. There
is something for everyone
as a Scout volunteer,
from being a leader, to an
assistant, parent helper, or a
member of the committee.
“Adults
also
gain
so much out of their
involvement; not just
having fun but gaining
transferable skills for the
workplace, confidence, or

Adrian & Staff
welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
▪ SUNDAY CARVERY ▪
Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.co.uk

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

22nd Sept: Atomic 80s

27th Oct: Ska Face

29 Sept: Johnny and
the Blue Light

3rd Nov: Blue Slate

6 Oct: Shellin’ Snails
13th Oct: Festive Road

17th Nov: The Harry
Peanut Show

20th Oct: Whiskey Thieves

24th Nov: Alison’s Kitchen

th

th
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10th Nov: Crestas

just simply the satisfaction
of knowing they are helping
the community.” Details at
www.cornwallscouts.org.
uk/join
The 1st Boscastle Scouts
Group meet every Thursday
from 7pm - 9pm; the Scout
leaders are Sarah Pascoe or
Debby Davidson
The group visited
Delabole Fire Station
at the end of July. They
were given a tour of the

station and were shown
how everything worked
and what procedures were
followed. The children
thoroughly
enjoyed
learning all about this vital
emergency service.
At the end the Scout
leader Debby Davison
preved herself to be a real
sport, letting the children
all fire at her with the hose
before she turned fire on
them as you can see in the
photo on page 11.

TREACLE TART REBORN
(serves 6 – 8)
1/2 large (900g) tin of
golden syrup
30g unsalted butter, cut into
small cubes
1 large egg, beaten
2-3 tbsp double cream
grated zest of two lemons
1 coarsely grated Bramley
apple
1 handful chopped walnuts
1 level tsp dried ginger
3 oz fresh breadcrumbs

shortcrust pastry with
120g plain or wholemeal
flour. Line a 22cm tart tin
and chill. Bake blind for 15
minutes, then remove the
beans, prick the base with
a fork and bake for 5 more
minutes. Turn the heat
down to 180ºC/350ºC/
Gas 4.
Warm the syrup gently,
then off the heat, add the
butter and stir until melted
in. Beat together the egg
and cream and add to the
syrup, with the lemon zest,
apple, walnuts, ginger and
breadcrumbs. Stir to mix
evenly, then pour into the
pastry case and bake for 25
– 30 minutes. The filling
will have set to a gel.
Leave for 20-30 minutes
before serving warm – there
is nothing like hot treacle
tart for taking the roof
off your mouth. Dollop
on some clotted cream,
then go for a brisk walk
afterwards to work off the
calories.

Preheat the oven to
190ºC/375ºF/ Gas 5. Make

Scout leader, Sarah Pascoe has a go with the water hose

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade
cakes, scones
and pastries, a
large range of
breads, crisps
& handmade
cookies, takeaway teas,
coffee, drinking
chocolate
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205
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MP, Dan Rogerson writes:
Over the past few weeks I have
been meeting with local dairy
farmers to support their campaign
to get a fair price for their milk and
dairy products from large retailers.
The Coalition Government has
introduced legislation in this
session of Parliament to set up
a new Supermarket Watchdog,
the ‘Grocery Code Adjudicator’,
to give more power to producers
and processors to help them get
a better price for their milk and
dairy products from large retailers.
In addition, Agriculture Minister
Jim Paice has also announced up
to £5 million in additional funds
under the Rural Economy Grant
scheme for high quality projects
from the dairy industry, which can
help producers to increase their
competitiveness and add value to
boost their market returns.
However, we can always do more,
and for farmers in North Cornwall,
the current economic situation
means an already difficult job is
getting harder. That’s why I have
signed up to support the National
Farmers Union’s ‘Stop The Cuts’
campaign to help provide support
and end the uncertainty for dairy
farmers, and I will be continuing to
press government ministers to get a
fair deal for farmers in Cornwall.
I am glad that an initial voluntary
agreement has been reached
Page 12 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2012

between farmers and processors,
which should mean that contracts
for milk will be freely negotiated,
fairer, more transparent, as well as
making it easier for farmers to leave
a contract if they are unhappy with
the price they are receiving.
I think everyone wants this
voluntary Code to work out, but
I am pleased that the Government
haven’t ruled out changing the law
if this is the only thing that would
lead to a solution to the problem.
I am continuing to meet with local
farmers to make sure that their
voices are heard loud and clear in
Westminster as the Government
looks to make sure that a sustainable,
long-term solution can be reached
so that customers, dairy farmers,
and local producers can all be
guaranteed a fair deal when it comes
to the price of British milk.
In Westminster, I recently called
a House of Commons debate on
Policing in Devon & Cornwall.
Given the changes facing the police
service, I thought it was important
that the Government were aware of
how officers in North Cornwall feel
about the changes. I also urged the
ministers to provide a fair amount
of funding for Devon & Cornwall
Police, who have been underfunded
for a number of years.
The week after my debate,
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of
Constabulary issued a report which
named Devon and Cornwall as one
of three police areas which may be
at risk of not being able to provide
an effective service, due to national
changes to policing and a reduction
in funding. It is worrying the Police
Inspectorate echoed my concerns
in their report - I am continuing
to discuss this with the Policing
Minister, Nick Herbert, and am
looking to the Government to be
sympathetic to the challenges of
policing a diverse rural area like
Cornwall.

Finally, there has been some
very good news for local families
and businesses, as the Treasury
announced it has scrapped the
planned 3p rise in tax on fuel from
1st August and that the Coalition
Government will be freezing fuel
duty for the rest of the year. I
know many people had contacted
me about increasing petrol and
diesel costs. This freeze will help
people as their cost of living rises,
and will make it easier for local
businesses who need all the support
we can give them during these
tough economic times. I am also
continuing to campaign for cuts in
fuel duty to be prioritised in rural
areas like ours where there are little
or no alternatives to using a car to
get around.

Dan Rogerson MP
4 Tower Street
Launceston
Cornwall
PL15 8BQ
E-mail:contact@
danrogerson.org
Telephone: 01566 777123

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot health needs

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836
National Trust
t Boscastle
Information Centre
Shop and Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR

March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Accommodation information & booking service
Photo copying/internet access/WiFi
local attraction information,
walking maps & guides
Wide range of books, gifts and refreshments

Tel: 01840 250010
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

BOSCASTLE’S GATEWAY TOILETS
At Forrabury and Minster Parish
Council meeting of 9th August
Paul Allen, representing Cornwall
Highways/Cormac, put forward the
County Council’s proposal that the
Parish Council assume responsibility
for the Gateway public toilets
adjacent to the car park.
He explained that there had been
a 50% cut in subsidy from central
government, so that of the 247 public
toilets run by the County Council,
some 114 were to be “handed back”
to town and parish councils.
FMPC had already received a
letter from Newquay Town Council
addressed to all Cornish town and
parish councils stating it would not
enter any agreement with the County
Council to run public toilets unless
the freeholds were transferred to local
ownership.
The Gateway toilets cost £19,264
to maintain annually including
£9,027 for cleaning. In future a
grant aid of £15,264 would reduce
payment of the cleaning element by
50%, leaving the parish to make up
a potential £4500 shortfall. It was
assumed the parish could reduce costs
by employing locals rather than rely
on County’s outside contractors.
Replying to questions, Paul
Allen informed councillors
that the grant was only
guaranteed during the life of
the present administration.
He admitted that while the
proposal was still in discussion
with a number of towns and
parishes, some had already
rejected the offer. Others,
with multiple public toilets,
might be prepared to lose one
or more.
Councillors
expressed
doubt
that
County’s
assessment of cleaning costs
was realistic, further imposing
an unforeseeable burden on
the parish finances.

It was also unclear what would
happen after the new administration
was elected, whether the same
agreement would be honoured in the
future.
Boscastle once had three public
lavatories: in the harbour adjacent
to the National Trust Visitor Centre,
one next to the doctor‘s surgery and,
lastly, the Gateway building.
The harbour toilets were destroyed
in the 2004 Flood and not replaced,
those in the NT Centre available by
request during opening hours, and
the toilets next to the surgery sold
off two years ago. However, as one
councillor observed, there was still
the harbour “long drop” available for
the desperate.
It was commented that Boscastle
is considered one of the major tourist
attractions on the North Coast. and
the car park generates £230,000
surplus each year for the benefit of
Cornwall Council. The suggestion
therefore that its only remaining
public toilet be shut in order to save
money, understandably met with
resistance.
Further discussions are to take
place at the Camelford Area Network
Meeting on 11 September.
CR
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Parish Council News
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council meet in the
Village Hall on the second
Thursday of each month at
7pm. Members of the public
are invited to attend and
may address the Council
during the first ten minutes
of the meeting.
A copy of the agenda is
displayed on the Parish
Council notice boards and
website prior to all meetings.
Minutes
of
previous
meetings are displayed once
they are approved by the
Council.

is also in regular contact
with Highways concerning
amongst other things the
damage caused by vehicles
to the properties in New
Road, the lack of one way
signs in Fore Street and
Dunn Street and speed
deterrents on the three
roads into the village. With
the speed deterrents it is
hoped, in the near future,
to install on a temporary
basis, a vehicle activated
sign which will track the
volume of vehicles and
their speeds, this will then
provide data which may
The Parish Council has support a more permanent
taken it upon itself to system.
instigate some landscape
The Parish Council have
maintenance in the car again been approached by
park following numerous Cornwall Council (CC) to
requests to Cornwall take on running the public
Council for the weeds conveniences in the car
to be removed and the park. Currently, according
general appearance to to CC figures, it costs
be maintained. We hope circa £19,000 and CC are
the initial work has made offering the Parish Council
an improvement and a grant of circa £15,000 to
hopefully more work can run them. The Council will
be accomplished over the be discussing this further
next few months. The car at its September meeting.
park is the first impression Would CC close them?
many visitors have of the Given that this is the only
village and its appearance public convenience left in
should mirror the rest of the village and the revenue
the village.
the car park generates for
The Parish Council Cornwall Council.
Parish Council Contact Info:

Chair: David Ferrett
250414
Fred Hockin: 250529
Anthony Brewer
250854
Pat Day: 250436
Ian Dawson: 250416
Page 14 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2012

George Findlay:
250428
Chris Jarvis: 250512
Nanette Irving Little:
250291
Chris Rodda: 250012
Mark Smith: 250001

Building Maintenance
Insurance Fire & Flood Damage
Kitchens, Bathrooms
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Refurbishments
Free Estimates
Phone 01840230380
Mobile 07970275330

Sails Café & Terrace
6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle

THE HOME OF
BOSCASTLE PASTIES

ONLY MADE HERE, ONLY BAKED HERE

ONLY SOLD HERE

Good Quality Homecooked Food
Reasonable Prices
all served with a Smile
Licensed for the Sale Of
WINE, BEER and CIDER

Open 7 Days a Week
BREAKFAST SERVED FROM 8 ‘ish’
Bookings Welcome

01840 250501

London Olympics
The Boscastle rowing gig made
an appearance at the Jubilee River
Pageant in June and the village was
again represented at another of this
year’s major events in the capital city.
Chris Jarvis spent 2 weeks working
at the Olympic cycling events on
the road and at the Velodrome. His
involvement dates back some four
years when he was invited to advise
on the medical support necessary for
cycling events at the Games. He had
previously been GB team doctor at
a number of Olympics but his role
over the last few years had changed to
that of anti-doping and supervising
medical teams. He was persuaded
to volunteer for a hands-on Field Of
Play role and given further training
for this with a team of orthopaedic
and other specialists. Overall the
commitment was to spend a further
14 days in London in the year
leading up to the Games. He’s been
asked the same question quite a few
times, and the answer is - yes it was
him leaning out of the medical car
window treating a rider during the
men’s road race !
He said that this was really a
massively successful Olympics and
the best he had attended, outshining
even those in Barcelona and Sydney.

Chris in Games maker uniform with friend ‘Travelling Bear’ and the
Medical Car at the Road race
London had become a very different
city during the Games and the huge
number of volunteers (known as
Games makers) were amazing in
their energy and commitment. Their
distinctive uniforms made them
stand out and people invariably
ended up talking to them on the tube
and wanting to know what their role
was and where they were based.
The general population became
increasingly enthusiastic about the
Games and overall the organisation
was excellent. While security was

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

inevitably very tight everyone was
delighted to see our armed forces
filling the vacuum created by the
G4S shortfall. They did it with their
customary professionalism but in a
cheerful and friendly way and created
a very positive impression on all who
met them.
The London Games will be Chris’s
last Olympics but with an impressive
8 Gold medals obtained in the cycling
events it was good to be leaving on
a high note. There is little chance of
him suffering withdrawal symptoms
however since he will back working in
his usual role at an international event
at the new Chris Hoy Velodrome in
Glasgow later this year.

Camelford Country
Dance:
Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a
tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

Every Thursday Night at
St John’s Ambulance Hall,
Camelford, 7.30 - 9.30 pm

Cost: £1 including tea and
biscuits
Contact Barbara Perry:
01840 212655
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From the Methodist
Minister
I am writing this article
at the end of the month
in which we have shared
in the celebrations of the
Olympic Games. Through
the days of the Games
almost every news bulletin
had a good news feel to
it as the success of our
athletes were focussed on
together with the whole
excitement of the events.
Many
commentators
and journalists have said
that the success of the
Games lifted the general
community spirit in the
country, and that people
needed the ‘lift!’ I think
that it was probably a good
observation.
Perhaps those Olympic
period news bulletins were
for us a sort of ‘anaesthetic’
against the realities that are
coming to the fore at the
present time. Someone
said to me a few weeks
ago that they had never
thought that we would
need food bank initiatives
in this country. It is good
that most communities are
making their contributions
to
these
initiatives
through the donations of
goods to help our needy
neighbours.
There is good news about
if we look out for it but it
becomes
overshadowed
by the news that causes us
concern as we hear about
the political tensions in
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some parts of the world –
currently Syria dominates
our news bulletins, rising
prices of food and fuel, and
increasing poverty. As we
talk with each other about
our concerns we think that
as individuals we can have
very little influence on the
trends that affect us.
As I ponder further
on these things I begin
to realise that we are
actually really affected by
happenings in other parts
of the world. The tensions
in the Middle East and the
American grain harvest are
going to have their effect on
all of us. A sharp reminder
that we really are a part of a
global community.
A few days ago I was
thinking about the prophet
Isaiah whose inspired
writing began in the 8th
Century before the birth
of Jesus. He, at that time,
was concerned about the
political tensions, the
decisions of those with
influence and the suffering
of people through war and
poverty. His response was
to direct people’s thinking
toward our creating God to
bring about communities
in which people could
experience
freedom,
justice and peace. If we all
advocated that we could
have an influence on the
ways of the world. Writing
as from God Isaiah (and
other prophets of the era)
used such words as “I am

the Lord’ there is no other
god. I will give you the
strength you need…. So
that everyone from one
end of the world to the
other may know this I am
the Lord…” (see Isaiah
Chapter 45 verses 5-6)
There is hope for our
troubled world, and we
all have a part in bringing
it about in God’s name.
Every blessing as you play
your part.
Bryan Ede

P.S. My friends at Boscastle
Methodist Church would
welcome you to share
with them on any Sunday
Morning at 11am.
From the Reverend
Robert:
Dear friends
I am writing this article the
morning after a fantastic
concert at Minster Church,
where John Williams
and Richard Harvey gave
their first concert in the
area in the beautifully
evocative surroundings of
Minster Church. A truly
transcendent experience.

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church,
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

The music was stunning
and deeply moving, and
Richards ability of being
a virtuoso on numerous
instruments is simply
staggering.
The church was packed
for the occasion, with
candles filling the sanctuary,
and refreshments in the
interval all going towards
making this surely one of
the highlights of the village
year.
I would like to express
here, my deep-felt thanks
to John and Richard, and
all those who helped to
prepare the church for such
an extraordinary evening.
Thank You.
It was really great to
see the church used for
something other than
worship, and also being so
full with local people. The
tickets had sold out within
four days of going on sale!
I realise that many people
were disappointed not to
have been able to get a
ticket, but Richard and
John have kindly donated
Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society
of Friends:
Quakers meet each
Sunday at 10.30am in the
John Betjeman Centre,
Wadebridge

copies of a DVD of their
concert in Japan, which will
be available in Forrabury
and Minster churches for
£10, and all of the proceeds
are going to help maintain
these beautiful buildings
for future generations to
enjoy.
Music does seem to
speak to so many people,
much more than words
appear to. At many
funerals I encourage the
family to simply sit and
listen to a favourite piece of
music after we have heard
the eulogy. This enables
people to really reflect on
the person’s life, and gives
them permission to simply
sit for one last time with
their loved one.
Concerts also allow us
to reflect on our own lives,
and be transformed by the
sounds that are produced by
the musicians. They allow
us to escape for a moment
of time into another world,
another time.
During the concert
I started thinking about
the history of Minster
Church, a church which

was established more that
1,500 years ago. A building
that has been rebuilt many
times to accommodate
different needs of the local
community. It was enlarged
several times for growing
congregations,
restored
after falling into disrepair,
restored after the flood of
2004, and now is trying to
look outwards to see how it
can now best serve the local
community in which it is
situated.
This is a really difficult
task, as so many people
have set ideas as to what a
church building should be
used for, and I am sure that
some people would not
consider it appropriate that
we hold concerts there, or
indeed flower festivals etc.
But surely that is precisely
what the building should
be doing. It should be
being used by the local
community to fill the
needs that arise in the area,
it should be cherished by
those who live locally and
given a new life in each
generation. However, this
does often mean letting go
of what some of us hold

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

Sproull Solicitors LLP
ACCIDENT CLAIMS

CONVEYANCING

PROBATE

WILLS

BUSINESSES

DIVORCE/CHILDREN

www.sproullllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin
PL31 2HW
T 01208 72328
F 01208 77881
bodmin@sproullllp.co.uk

The Rock
Port Isaac
PL29 3RN
T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

8 Fore Street
Camelford
PL32 9PG
T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk

dear, so that something else
can come forth – and that
is what the Christian faith
is about. We should believe
in the theology of the
Resurrection, we should be
brave enough to let some
things die, in order for a
new ‘thing’ to grow. After
all if Jesus had not died on
the cross and risen again
from the dead, then there
would be no Christian
faith today. I am certain
that until the resurrection
the disciples, and followers
of Jesus all felt that there
had been a huge mistake.
How could their Lord and
Saviour hadvedied? How
could he have left them
alone?
But the simple truth
is that he never really left
them. Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit in order for a new
beginning to take hold, in

order for the church to be
founded, and also in order
for us all to understand
that there is life after death,
that there is a resurrection,
that we need to be able to
let go in order to move on
ourselves and be the people
that God first created us to
be.
Ask
yourself
this
question: What do I need
to let die in my life in order
that I can be the person
God intended me to be?
Not an easy question,
but if we truly wish to be
better people, then we need
to let go of the things that
hold us back, and be strong
enough to let go of those
things so that something
new and wonderful can
transform our lives.
Yours in Christ
Robert

Eddie Kotewicz
21st September 1955 - 4th August
2012
Maddie, Max and family would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who sent cards and condolences after
the death of Eddie, a brilliant husband and father, and
also to their many friends who attended his funeral
on 15th August. It gave us great comfort knowing that
Eddie was so well liked in the village, he would have
felt truly honoured.
We would also like to say a special thank you to
everyone who gave us much support and their time
during the weeks previous to his passing; we will never
forget the kindness of those who were on hand to offer
lifts and help during what was a very difficult time for
us.
Eddie was a wonderful man with a quiet sense of
humour, when things became difficult he carried on
without any fuss. We think this is a real testament to
his strength and character. He will be greatly missed by
everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him.
£320.70 was collected in aid of Cancer Research in
memory of Eddie. Many Thanks to all who kindly
donated.
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THE BOOK ROOM
As Autumn approaches
so thoughts again turn to
the Welly’s reading group.
Please, no-one suggest
Fifty Shades of Grey. Erika
Leonard Green, age 49,
mother of two, plump and
bespectacled, reportedly
makes a million quid a
week from her lengthy and
extremely detailed account
of
the
unimaginable
but agreeable torments
inflicted on a shy twenty
year old virgin by an older
(by seven years) devilishly
handsome billionaire lover.
What’s not to believe? And
if many have read it, it
must be good, just like Dan
Brown’s Da Vinci Code.
Are we poised for a wave
of rumpy-pumpy, Mills
& Boone-plus novellas of
hard breathing passion?
Erika’s phenomenal success
is based on self-publishing
via the internet. Readers
can download naughty
novels from the privacy of
their bedroom, and aspiring
writers avoid the lengthy
and frustrating hassles
of finding a publisher.
Remember however, before
the floodgates open, the
vast majority of authors,
as in any art form, earn
almost nothing.

I have nothing against
tosh, but surely nothing
is more interesting than
real life?. Every decade or
so along comes another
volcanic
example
of
shocking fiction, Michael
Arlen’s The Green Hat,
Kathleen Winsor’s Forever
Amber and Lady Chatterley’s
Lover,
in
retrospect
appearing
ludicrously
clunky in plot, unlikely
characters and dreadful
dialogue.
I n fifty years of reading
only one novel sticks in the
memory. I lent my copy of
John Fowles’ The Magus to
a friend going on holiday.
So engrossed, he barely
spoke to his wife for days.
And she barely spoke to
me afterwards.
Please don’t let me put
anyone off Fifty Shades,
and its two sequels. Out
of curiosity I will probably
dip into it and, who
knows, might enjoy. An
acquaintance who works
with abused women read
it, for research purposes
only she insisted. “Useful?“
I inquired. “No“, she
replied, “total Horlicks,“
(Or at least I think that‘s
what she said).

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470
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For further research in
this area, may I suggest the
following non-fiction:

Fifty Years with the
Rod. John Stirling,
1929 ( President of the
Anglers’ Assoc.)
Punishment. Robin
Banks. Penguin, 1971.
Discovering Horn. Paula
Hardwick, 1981.
Whips and Lashings. Girl
Guides Assoc., 1977.
Scouts in Bondage.
Geoffrey Prout, 1922.
A New Look at Social
Work. Joan Collins,
Pitmans, 1967.
Meditations of an Old
Maid. Elizabeth Taylor,
1973.
And really to send you
to sleep:
The Irish Word
Processing Guide.
Dolores Donovan, 1981.
The Illustrated
Encyclopaedia of Metal
Lunch Boxes. Allen
Woodall, 1997.

How to Draw a Straight
Line. Alfred Bray Kempe,
1877.
Weymouth, the English
Naples. Middlesbrough,
1910.
The Joy of Cataloguing.
Sanford Berman, 1981.
The Romance of Cement.
Portland Cement Co,
1929.
Canadian Egg Laying
Contests. Elford & Taylor,
1924.
Knife Throwing: A
Practical Guide. Harry
McEvoy, 1973.
Some Interesting Facts
about Margarine. Anon,
Five Years’ Hell in a
Country Parish. Rev
Edward Synott, 1920.
CR

Readers can also turn to
page 28 for some other
literary recommendations
by the Keeper of the Key
of The Reading Room

‘IN SAFE HANDS’
RETIRED POLICE OFFICER
AND WIFE TEAM OFFER THE
FOLLOWING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY
PROPERTIES IN BOSCASTLE:
KEY HOLDING
MEETING AND GREETING GUESTS
CLEANING, MAINTENANCE,
OR, JUST GOING AWAY AND NEED
SOMEONE TO KEEP AN EYE
CALL FOR QUOTE

Tel: 07890309069

Hookline
and
Jamaica Inn
Only one way to describe
Hookline’s
evocative
production of Jamaica Inn
– chillingly thrilling! Set in
the courtyard of Jamaica
Inn, the wind howled like
a banshee, accompanied
by the pub sign with its
creepy squeaking, the sky
darkened with threatening
menace and the play
began.
We were captivated from
the start, forgetting freezing
fingers and toes, drawn in
to the fearsome turbulent
world of smugglers and a
young orphan whose world
was turned upside down.
All the actors played their
parts like a professional
company whose lives were
dedicated to their art, wellrehearsed and faultless as
it was. In fact, they are far
from professional and have
to fit learning their lines
with earning a living in
the real world. There was
very little actual rehearsal
and yet the performance
ran as smoothly as any I
have ever seen. Hookline
is an inter-generational
company, dedicated to

SU E

creating
theatre
that
matters; for, with and by
the community.
Do go and support them
in their next production as
it will make you proud to
have such people in your
local community. I feel
privileged to have been
there having my spine
tingled and just want to
say – thank you Hookline
– you were brilliant!

S.J.JOSE
CARPENTER & JOINER
GENERAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Tel 01840 250069
Mobile 07974 723382

CM

The picture above shows
members of the cast
setting up ready for their
next performance. They
had to build the set each
day and then dismantle
it after the production:
a true labour of love.
Thanks to Jess Frohlick
for the photo.

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2012 Page 19

The Boscastle Pottery Celebrates its 50th Year
2012 is the 50th anniversary
of the Boscastle Pottery.
So the Blowhole Team
thought, that by way of
congratulations to Roger
Irving Little, his wife,
Nanette, and his son, Tim
for the hard work they have
put into their business,
we would chart Roger’s
journey, from his youth in
south London to the setting
up of the Boscastle Pottery.
At a time when many
businesses are struggling
to survive, the pottery
has been long running,
successful and based in
Boscastle Harbour since
1962. Roger’s journey is an
interesting and intriguing
tale. All the more so since,
in retrospect, it appears
that Fate led Roger down a
varied employment path to
arrive at being the skilled
potter that he is (ably
assisted, he points out, by
Nanette and Tim, the other
members of Pottery team).
At the age of 15 Roger
left school and for the next
four years, had various
jobs, one of which was
apprentice gas fitter with
the Gas Board (as it was
known then). Having had
several near disasters with
the explosive substance, by

Prince Charles enjoys a glass of wine and a chat with Tim, Heather, Nanette and Roger
mutual agreement the Gas little training; for it seemed
Roger’s first visit to
Board and Roger parted he was born to hand throw Boscastle was between
company. However, it was pots. Roger attended 1958/59, when he had a
whilst attending a pottery several Art Colleges but, working holiday at Miss
workshop - to change the as he was already skilled Elisabeth
Whitehouse’s
kiln from gas to electric - and since his output was Pottery
in
Boscastle
that Roger noticed a potter prolific, he soon exhausted (estab. 1956). National
at his wheel. Maybe it was the colleges’ supply of clay - Service interrupted the pot
the potter’s relaxed method by making several complete making between 1960/61,
of working with the tactile coffee services in next to when he became an Air
material or it might have no time! (The Pottery uses Traffic Controller at RAF
been Roger’s early interest one ton of clay per month Fighter Command in
in archaeology that sparked and at the time he was at East Anglia. A few years
his interest, whatever it Art College that was their later, having been released
was - Roger was hooked. entire year’s quota.)
He became apprenticed to
the south London pottery
– Geoffrey Maund Ltd. He
was a natural, requiring
Est: 1962

Boscastle Pottery

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius
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• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.

So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

The Boscastle Pottery
from National Service,
he returned to Cornwall,
where he worked at the
Tintagel Pottery. However,
as he went from one job
to another, he realised that
stable employment relied
on him having his own
workshop. So in 1962 he
set up his pottery at Miss
Francis Baxter’s Penally
House in Boscastle, thus
continuing
the
local
tradition of pottery. Roger
told me that there had
been a Potter in Boscastle
since 1661. Excavations in
the harbour area in 1996
had unearthed slipware
from the 17th century and
Parish Records of 1675
named the potter as John
Burnard, a North Devon
man. His initials - I B
- are clearly seen on the
unearthed items on display
in the pottery. All Boscastle
Pottery pots also have a
unique identifying mark,
- the Company mark; the
year and Irving - which can
be found on the bottom of
the pots.

Roger’s business was
known as ‘Camelot Pottery,
Callington’
between
1963/65 and was eventually
registered under this trade
name. From 1965/67 he
leased Boscastle Pottery,
once ‘The Old Bakery’,
from Miss Whitehouse
(in Roger’s estimation - ‘a
prestigious potter’). Still
trading under the name
of ‘Camelot Pottery’, in
1970 Roger purchased the
Boscastle premises but it
was not until 1985 that
he registered the business
under the trade name
‘Boscastle Pottery’.
Those familiar with
Roger’s hand thrown pots
will recognise the fern-like
design on them as unique to
the Pottery. To watch him
applying the ‘secret’ potion
to the pots and see the
resulting delicate fern and
tree-like patterns emerge,
seems magical. It was
during an archaeological
excavation that Roger
discovered some pieces
of Victorian Mochaware

with this design on them.
This set him on the trail to
discover the method used
to create these intricate
patterns. Success was
achieved after four years of
experimentation with herbs
and oxides, producing the
essence that is used today.
With Roger painting
the hand thrown pots
that Tim produces (Tim’s
output is 80% of the pots)
and Nanette as ‘general
manager’
attaching
the handles as required;
arranging the kiln firing

and, when needed, taking a
turn in the shop - the three
potters have a well-oiled
production line. Their skill
in producing such artefacts
is obviously satisfying, as
they all take pleasure in
their work and although
the pots look identical they
do not have a machine
made appearance. So we
can assume that the last 50
years of ‘potting’ have been
enjoyable since, as I left the
workroom, they remarked
that they were ‘looking
forward to the next 50
years’.
GQ

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
Styling irons

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women

1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2012 Page 21

Harbourmaster’s News

Photo by Tony van den Ende

Well 2012 really was a
wet and dismal summer
and
the
opportunity
to go boating has been
correspondingly impaired.
I see from my own records
that I only managed ten
trips to sea in June, eight
in July and August has not
been much better. Melvin
Higgins owner of Blue
Diamond registered PW
10 has decided to call it a
day and has put his boat

on the market and when
Melvin retires that will only
leave three commercial
fishing boats working from
Boscastle and Ken Cave
who is still taking trips.
On the positive side
there have been fish and
shellfish to catch and we
have seen good quantities
of lobster and crab and
encouragingly lots of small
lobsters which I suspect
must be a direct result of

thousands of infant lobsters
being released into the wild
by the team at the hatchery
in Padstow.
In the Government
drive to find new sources of
revenue we have received
correspondence from the
Rating and Valuation
Office indicating that the
Fishermen’s Association is
going to have to pay small
business rates by reason of
the use and occupation of
the harbour. Accordingly

I regret mooring fees will
increase next year and
casual users will have to
pay to use the slipways. So
that is a bit dull.
On the wildlife side I see
we have a frequent regular
visitor in the form of a
large dog seal in both the
inner and outer harbour.
Scott Washer tells me he is
feeding on the migratory
trout.
Chris Key
Harbourmaster

Photo by Tony van den Ende

Pop In to the
Community Centre
on Monday Mornings
between 10am and 12 noon
Everyone welcome

Napoleon Inn

Boscastle
Tel; 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk
facebook search; nap natterings
A delightful 16th century pub full of character

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or restaurant, or
outside in our large garden or terrace
All food prepared on the premises by our Head Chef & her team
using local produce wherever possible.
Booking is advisable

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

01840 212258
07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk

Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations
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Come & try our

Takeaway also available

Live Music Every Friday Night & in the garden on
Wednesdays through the summer
Themed Cocktail Nights on the last Friday of every
month with prizes for the best costume.
For more details on events please see our web site.

A warm & friendly welcome awaits you

70th Birthday Celebrations

Andy Hatton, pictured
above with Kath, welcomed
many family & friends
from near & far to his
70th birthday party held
at The Napoleon Inn. The
atmosphere was fantastic,
the music was provided by
Jim Keir, a very talented
young man from the Bude
area.
Despite the rain, the
BBQ went ahead under a
tarpaulin outside, the food
was delicious and there was
plenty of it!
A giant bucket full of
Andy’s favourite jellied
eels was ready & waiting
for him to enjoy...they
weren’t to everyone’s taste
as barman Mark Lathom
will testify! And there was
a delicious cake made by
Mandy Washer too.
Andy is a regular at

The Nap, usually found
on a stool in the main bar
with a pint of Guinness &
a smile! More often than
not, Kath can be found sat
with him enjoying a drink
and a laugh!
Andy & his guests
partied well into the small
hours and Ron and Sharon
(landlord & landlady) were
very pleased to have helped
to make his 70th birthday
one to remember.

Lee Muffett BBQing under tarpaulin!

Andy & Billy Dallow who celebrated his 15th birthday on
the same day

Julie Muffett presents the
bucket of jellied eels

Sacha Hughes - Boscastle Beauty Therapy
Now using Neals Yard Remedies in all the beauty treatments
and is a Neals Yard Remedies Organic Independent Consultant.
Would you like to hold a NYR Organic event or party,
daytime or evening, the hostess receives a complimentary
host gift, free full size product, a mini facial and discount on
your order. If you would like to order from or look through
the catalogue let me know.
Special offer - Manicures and Pedicures 10% off
uk.nyrorganic.com/shop/Sacha-H
Ring for details 01840 250526
or email sachahughes@yahoo.com

A summer of fun at the
Napoleon
Thanks to all our fantastic
customers for making it a
great summer of fun at the
Nap regardless of the lack
of sun! We have had charity
fun days, Jubilee Party, the
Olympics, themed cocktail
nights, and some great
bands throughout the
summer.
We
look
forward
seeing you all throughout
the winter too; we have
some great things planned
so keep your eyes open
for our posters, join nap
natterings on facebook,
or check out our website,

www.napoleoninn.co.uk
for more news. Our charity
quiz nights start in October,
they are always fun so come
along. We will be having
folk sessions every other
Monday evening, as well
as our regular Friday night
bands, our food themed
nights will also be returning
and don’t forget we open
for Christmas Day lunch
so let us take the work out
of it for you & book your
table.
Once again, a big thanks
you to all our customers
from Ron, Sharon, Julie &
all the staff at the Nap.
BD
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PARISH PLAN: COMMUNITY NETWORK AREA CORE STRATEGY
impact on environment,
eco-energy schemes, roads
and transport.
People were anxious
that the planned increase in
local housing development
was equally matched by
provision for schools,
medical care and, most
importantly, jobs and
business opportunities.
The present intention is
to build more houses on the
outskirts of the main towns Camelford, Bude, Bodmin,
Wadebridge but there is
some argument in favour
of dispersal around the
smaller towns and coastal
villages. This has prompted
a fear that the attractiveness
of tourist destinations, and
“pretty” villages, would
suffer from inappropriate
development.
It
was
questioned whether new
housing would be affordable
to a local relatively lowwage population, or simply
benefit second-homers?
Some
respondents
wanted local people or
essential workers to be given
priority in purchasing or
renting new homes. Others
went so far as to suggest
doubling
community
charges for second homes,
or even making planning

An update from Parish
Councillor Chris Rodda
While present work on
the local Parish Plan
continues, the Community
Network meetings based at
Camelford have revealed a
number of common areas
for discussion. The nineteen
parishes covered by the
Network will be affected by
future County policies to a
similar degree.
The previous edition
of Blowhole gave a brief
geographical outline of
the Cornwall Structure
Plan. The County website
analyses this is in greater
detail.
Camelford itself is due
to more than double in
size over the next twenty
years. This is part of central
government’s plans to
build 48,000 new homes
in Cornwall, increasing the
population by up to forty
per cent. This will obviously
have a profound impact on
schools, hospitals, roads,
energy
demands
and
every part of the county’s
infrastructure..
The first discussion
paper
(April
2011)
highlighted local residents’
concerns about: jobs,
housing, businesses, future

Urchins

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800
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permission a prerequisite
for ownership.
While emphasizing the
need to encourage new
businesses and subsequent
job creation, the County’s
plans are so far vague on
details, there being obvious
limits to how much further
tourism can sustain a yearround economy.
While
central
government shows no
abatement in encouraging
wind and solar energy,
there has been continued
local resistance to large scale
wind farms, especially in the
Davidstow area. Solar farms
and solar panels have so far
been given more breathing
space, perhaps because it is
too soon to assess benefits
in the development stage.
The Camelford bypass
appears unlikely in the
immediate future, as is
major improvement of the
A39 Atlantic Highway,
even though it is recognised
both will be required to
handle even more traffic.
The fate of Camelford
Leisure Centre is in balance.
The local steering group
is proposing cost-cutting
plans to keep the facility in
being, but while its future
is still being discussed at

County level the outcome
is uncertain.
We cannot personally
canvass the views of
everyone in Boscastle as it is
a time-consuming process
which produces a great
many individual opinions
and ideas. However we
would be delighted to
receive comments from
any reader. Here is a short
list of questions which
are intended to be openended. Please feel free to
put forward any thoughts
you have.
(1) Strengths,
Weaknesses,
Opportunities, Threats.
What would you like
to see preserved in the
village? What does the
village lack or need?
What developments
might enhance the
village? What do you
see the major pressures
facing us in the future?
(2) Housing
development. Would you
prefer future development
concentrated in the
main towns or dispersed
throughout the North
Cornwall area? Do you
feel priority should be
given to local people to
purchase/rent? Would

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus an
unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

PARISH PLAN
you limit the proportion
of homes available to
outsiders? Would you
impose restrictions on
purchase of second homes?
(3) Commercial
development. What kinds
of business enterprise
should the County
Council encourage? Do
you have any suggestions
how they might do this?
(4) Eco energy. Do
you support or disagree
with more wind and/or
solar farms? Do you think
eco-energy schemes like
individual solar panels,
wind turbines or home
insulation schemes
should be subsidized?
(5) Transport. Should
free transport for
pensioners be continued/
abolished? Should
rural areas benefit from
fuel subsidies? Should
public transport be
subsidized? Which key
areas of road development
are most essential?
Should Boscastle have
additional traffic speed
or parking restrictions?
(6) Devolvement. Do
you think local bodies
such as the Parish Council/
Chamber of Commerce
or other body look after

village facilities such as
open spaces? Should they
take over running the car
park and public toilets?
Should they be able to
impose a local rate to
support facilities such as
Camelford Leisure Centre?
(7) Planning. Should
the parish council have
veto rights on unsuitable
developments such as
building applications or
commercial enterprise?
(8) Is there anything
else the Parish Council
should be tackling at
this present time?
Your
views
are
important and could help
shape the way this village
develops over the next
decades. Enclosed with the
Blowhole is a loose page
with space to comment
on the above topics. Please
give as much detail as you
wish and hand/post the
question sheet to any of the
following:
Cornish Stores
Bottreaux Garage
by post to Dr Chris Jarvis,
The Old Rectory, Trevalga,
Boscastle, PL35 0EA
or Chris Rodda at
Martindale, Dunn Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0AA
or to the Clerk or any
member of Forrabury and
Minster Parish Council.

The Bottreaux Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG
Private Parties & Functions catered for your
Special Occasion or for a get-together of family or
friends in our licensed bar & dining room reserved
exclusively for your party.
We can offer a sit-down meal for 8-20 people
or buffet style up to approximately 30 to suit
individual requirements.
For further details please call
Heather or Nicola 01840 250231
email info@boscastlecornwall.co.uk
www.boscastlecornwall.co.uk

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

CR

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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Boscastle WI.
Doubtful beginnings early
in 2012 when Boscastle
WI was not sure if it
would have to close, to the
present time when all of
a sudden everything was
back on track for survival.
The 21 members are once
again enjoying WI life. On
occasions things seemed to
be doomed but with the
dedication of members,
here we are much to
everyone’s pleasure, a
thriving WI again.
In June a visit to
Prideaux Place, Padstow
was a great success; a hot
sunny day greeted us for
our leisurely stroll around
the town with lunch taken
on the harbour side before
our pre-arranged tour of
Prideaux Place. Jean, our
tour guide had been a
member of Padstow WI
for very many years, so
immediately we had much
in common. Jean was

superbly informed of life at
Prideaux over the centuries
and had many tales to tell
while directing us around
the grand house. Cream
teas followed before a visit
to Prideaux’s rose gardens
where we were met by
wonderful scents of roses
in the hot sunshine. A great
day enjoyed by us all.
At the July meeting
in the village hall we
listened to Sue Proudfoot
of Whalesborough Farm,
Bude, telling us the story of
how she became involved
in and the process of
cheese making. We tasted
the different varieties that
Sue makes, very delicious
with wide ranging depths
of flavour.
The August meeting was
a presentation from Paula
Martin, Chief Executive of
Cornwall Air Ambulance
Trust. Paula informed us
of how the trust operates
with 2 full time helicopter
pilots, one of whom is Pete
McClelland, now retired
from the MOD but who was
one of the helicopter pilots
who came to rescue people
caught up in the Boscastle
floods of August 2004.

Also permanently based
with the air ambulance
are a team of 6 Paramedics
now located in their new
building at Trevithick
Downs, Newquay, which
is the envy of other Air
Ambulances around the
country. This was built
with the help of obtaining
European Funding. A
donation of £105 was

million per year is required
to keep this valuable service
operating in Cornwall.
Boscastle WI meets
between our monthly
meetings for days out and
for chatty garden gatherings
at member’s homes all
complete with famous WI
teas.
We always welcome
new members and visitors
for
taster
meetings.
Enquiries should be made
for meeting times etc to the
President Jill Clark 01840
250156 or Secretary Val
Gill 01840 26182. Our
meetings are on the second
Tuesday of each month
at Boscastle Village Hall,
Gunpool Lane.
Val Gill, secretary
Boscastle WI.

Shirley Bannister, who
hosted the Jubilee Coffee
Morning, was presented
with a bouquet of tulips
presented to Paula which
was raised at our Jubilee
coffee morning in June.
Donations can be made
direct to Cornwall Air
Ambulance Trust via their
web site(see end of article
for the web address). Every
pound donated goes to the
trust. Approximately £2

Edna Edwards won the
doll that was donated by
Pam Jordan

www.cornwallairambulancetrust.org

Exercise Class

Joyce Jordan with some of the raffle prizes at the Jubilee
Coffee Morning

all photoes on this page arecopyright photo courtesy David Flower
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Come and join a friendly class which
is refreshing, uplifting & fun!
Suitable for women of all ages and abilities.
Wednesday mornings (starts 12th Sep 2012)
Otterham & St. Juliot’s Hall, Marshgate.
09.30 - 10.45 am
Please call Katy on 01208 815725

his work. Andrew is now
better known for his West
Country
photography,
beautiful images of the
scenery of Devon, Cornwall
and Somerset, and for his
pictures of local events.

Marshgate WI
The thrill of snapping a
unique photo of Prince
Andrew having dinner with
a beauty queen, only to
see it on the front page of
the nationals the next day,
might be reward enough in
itself.
But for Andrew Besley
it became his bread and
butter, as he told members
of Marshgate WI at their
July meeting in Otterham
and St Juliot Village Hall.
Photographing the Royals
became part of his routine
and he developed an eye for
a quirky shot that would
appeal to editors.
Cornish photographer
Andrew trained in London,
working for Odham’s
and
Keystone
press
photographers as well as
the Press Association, and
travelling home at weekends
to his parents. He told the
members that “luck” is the
most important quality
for a paparazzo, but that
later he became concerned
at the intrusive nature of

Marshgate WI enjoy a
Summer Garden Party
At last the sun shone for
one of our outdoor summer
meetings! What a fabulous
afternoon we enjoyed when
we met by kind invitation
of Pat and Alan Blunt at
their beautiful garden at
Treworra, near Davidstow.
The garden was set with
pretty table arrangements
using their best china, pink
napkins and flowers from
the garden. It was a very
welcoming sight.
Alan had organised a
very ingenious treasure
hunt to tax our brains
and which very cleverly
induced us to explore
every corner of their lovely
garden. Some knowledge
of plants and shrubs was
required as we searched for
clues and followed through
to the final discovery of the
“treasure”, a box of brightly
wrapped chocolates which
we later shared!
One clue featured two
garden forks propped
together by their handles

prompting our memory
of the classic “Two
Ronnies” sketch relating
to “fork-handles” This of
course sent us in search of
“four candles” which we
duly found glimmering
in the summer house!
Such a clever clue and
our thanks must go to
Alan for all his brilliant
ideas!
We then sat to
enjoy our tea under
the shady umbrellas
thoughtfully provided
by our hosts. Savoury
nibbles were provided
by the committee and
cup cakes made for our
competition this month
were displayed on cup
cake stands. These were
admired and then eagerly
sampled by all. The giant
tea pot was put to very
good use and, along with
all the chat and laughs, a
very good time was had
by all.
Our very sincere
thanks go to Pat and Alan
for so kindly inviting us
to share a very happy
afternoon in such idyllic
surroundings and for
even arranging for us to
have perfect weather for
the occasion.
Wendy Trevennor

Events at Otterham
Hall
On 23rd September 2012
Otterham and St Juliot Hall,
Marshgate, will stage the 5th
Photographic Exhibition to
be held as part of the fundraising for a new Village
Hall, and admission is free!
As previously, the exhibition
will be used to decide the
photographs to be included
in a calendar for next year,
sales of which will provide
the funds together with
associated sponsorship by
Barclays Bank.
Cream teas will be
available for you to enjoy
whilst considering which
photographs to vote for, and
there will be a raffle.
The exhibition will be
open from 2pm until 4:30
pm.

Quiz Night
On September 28th
@7.30pm we are having a
quiz night,teams of 4 or 6
people are required @ £4 a
head,proceeds to Pheonix
Stroke Appeal and Save Our
Hall. Nibbles and soft drinks
will be available, if you fancy
anything stronger, please
bring your own.
For further information
please contact
Alan Green: 01566 781559.
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The Reading Room
The bookworms could not
let the Diamond Jubilee
pass without marking it in
some way so we decided
to do it in true bookworm
fashion by looking into
some books!
We all thought very
hard and recalled the books
we were reading during the
decade of the 1977 Silver
Jubilee! Here are the results
of our nostalgic trip down
memory lane.
Alex Haley released his
immensely popular Roots:
The Saga of an American
Family, which followed
Haley’s ancestry back to
the kidnapping of a young
black man named Kunta
Kinte, who was sold into
slavery in the south.
The French Lieutenant’s
Woman by John Fowles.
Fowles tells a story about
a woman choosing to raise
a child on her own in an
artist’s world, as opposed
to marrying into money
and high society.

Richard
Adams
in
Watership
Down
commented
on
the
environment and the land
development
industry,
speaking through a society
of rabbits. In 1972, Richard
Bach made an avatar out
of a bird in Jonathan
Livingston Seagull.
The Plague Dogs by
Richard Adams tells of the
escape of two dogs, from
a government research
station in the Lake District
in England, where they had
been horribly mistreated.
They live on their own
with help from a red fox.
After the starving dogs
attack some sheep on the
fells, they are reported
as ferocious man-eating
monsters by a journalist.
A great dog hunt follows,
which is later intensified
with the fear that the
dogs could be carriers of a
dangerous bioweapon, such
as the bubonic plague- a
very dramatic and exciting
read.

The Duncton Chronicles
by William Horwood. The
first volume, originally
written as a standalone
novel, tells the story of
the romance between the
Duncton moles Bracken
and Rebecca as the longheld traditions surrounding
the
Duncton
Stone
recede under the rule of
Rebecca’s tyrannical father
Mandrake and the evil and
manipulative Rune. There
were also two directly
related sequels that follow
the events of the first, in
which the central character
is Bracken and Rebecca’s
son Tryfan. The second
and third entries in the
first trilogy (entitled “The
Duncton
Chronicles”)
depict a religious conflict
between The Stone and an
opposing crusading order
known as The Word. In
the midst of these events is
the birth and martyrdom
of the Stone Mole, a focal,
messianic Christ figure
named Beechen.

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk
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Not forgetting the
children..............
The Adventures of the
Little Wooden Horse by
Ursula Moray Williams. A
favourite children’s book.
Flat Stanley by Jeff
Brown:
Stanley Lambchop is an
ordinary boy with an

extraordinary
problem.
He’s four feet tall, about a
foot wide and half an inch
thick. At first, it’s fine. It
is fun going in and out of
rooms simply by sliding
under the door and it’s
exciting being posted to
your friends in California
for a visit. However, it’s not
always easy being different,
and soon Stanley wishes he
could be just like everybody
else.
The Magic Finger by
Roald Dahl: The Gregg
family loves hunting,
but their eight-year-old
neighbour can’t stand it.
After countless pleas for
them to stop are ignored,
she has no other choice - she has to put her magic
finger on them. Now the
Greggs are a family of birds,
and like it or not, they’re
going to find out how it
feels to be on the other end
of the gun.
Richard Scarry’s many
fascinating, well illustrated
books featuring, among
others, Lowly Worm!
Once
started,
the
bookworms could have
gone on forever recalling
the books that had brought
them joy. Why not see
what you & your friends
can recall from the past. It
evokes so many associated
memories.
The bookworms wish
you wonderful, nostalgic,
reading until we meet again
in the Reading Room

Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

Piper & only survived a
few moments, but Piper’s
face was fearfully mangled
and he was almost blind.

Pete’s
Peeps
at the Past
17 APR 1840
A DOUBLE HANGING
The execution took place of
brothers William & James
Lightfoot at Bodmin for the
murder of Nevill Norway.
This caused the town to be
overflowing with sightseers
and all the houses full, the
demand was so great in the
poorer public houses that
meat was 1s 5d a lb and
beer at 9d a quart. By the
execution time there were
between twenty and twenty
five thousand people in the
fields beyond.
JAN 1843
THE WRECK OF JESSIE
LOGAN AT BOSCASTLE
There has been severe
gales along the coast and
the 850 ton, East India
Trader “Jessie Logan” from
Liverpool was apparently
making for Tintagel or
Bude Bay, but got into
trouble at Boscastle, she
was 14 miles off at midday
with part of her bulwarks,
all of her sails gone, but at
3pm she struck the rocks at
the entrance to Boscastle

Creek where her bottom
was carried away and her
cargo floated out. During
the night her masts fell &
only the sides remained.
Very little of the cargo of
dyewood, gum, cotton,
wool, indigo & hides was
saved. The Coastguard
kept watch but there was
considerable depredation
carried on by the wreckers.
The crew took to the boats
but were all lost, & the
boats found in the morning
capsized.
2 NOV 1860
FIGHTING TO THE
DEATH ON PAY-DAY
At the village of Latchley
near Callington, two
miners Richard Piper &
John Bodiner have for a
long time been enemies.
Saturday was “pay-day” at
the Rising Sun pub, angry
words were exchanged & a
fight was started in a field
watched by 200 people. It
lasted 2 hours & Bodiner
received a fatal blow from

R. MEARS & Sons
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

Cowl fitting service
CCTV investigation work carried out

01840 261 221 • 077375 33392
www.sweepcornwall.com

Covering Cornwall & West Devon
Est. over 30 years

N0711/30134

9 MAY 1862
PUNISHMENT IN THE
STOCKS
Nathaniel Cole was placed
in the stocks for 6 hrs. at
Camelford for not paying
a 5s. fine & 5s. costs,
inflicted on him for being
drunk & riotous. James
Bawden of St. Erth was
placed in stocks at Foundry
Square, Hayle for the same
offence.

[Stocks were still widely
used in Cornwall at this
time for the above offence
only. Those at St. Day,
Redruth, Truro, Liskeard
& Tregony were used for
the usual punishment
period of 6 hours, while
the last recorded use in
Cornwall was at Camborne
in 1866.]
10 OCT 1862
ST. AUSTELL WEEKLY
RAGGED SCHOOL
The boys attend this school
on Mons., Weds. & Thurs.
from 7-9 p.m. & taught
writing & ciphering. They
pay 2d. & are supplied
copies, slates, pens, ink,
candles, & firing. They
are also read some stories
by the 2 friends who help
the mistress, it is hoped
these labours may not be
in vain.
25 NOV 1864
WRECK AT NEWQUAY
During a terrific gale, the
schooner “Heroine” from
Milford for Devoran, laden
with culm, was seen 3 miles
off shore with sails split,
topsail yard carried away.
The rock apparatus & the
lifeboat were made ready,
but with flags for guidance

the crew ran her ashore on
the bar near Newquay pier.
They didn’t understand
the rocket fired over them
& the lifeboat was used to
save the master & crew (5
men). Only one man was
injured and they all soon
received kind treatment.
1 NOV 1867
SEA-SAND FROM
BOSCASTLE
A string of sand-loaded
carts pass up the steep
mile length hill, which
was skilfully made by the
Boscastleites, but it needs
3 horses to drag about a
cubic yard and a half of sea
sand up the hill. This sand
is highly valued & mixed
with turf, weeds & some
manure it forms a good
dressing for the soil. Where
there is only pathways up
from the steep cliffs the
bags are put on the backs
of donkeys & carted to the
land.
22 JULY 1872
BATHING IN PORTREATH
DOCKS
It is regretted that the
governing
powers
at
Portreath do not check
the indecent practice
of bathing, on the part
of adults, in the docks.
Visitors promenading the
quays complain very much
and this little watering
place is marred by such
improper proceedings.
[The Victorian sense of
propriety was frequently
offended by those who
bathed ‘al fresco’, as it
was called, within sight
of the shore. At Falmouth
a constable arrested a
gentleman who took a boat
out 300 yards to bathe,
considering the distance as
insufficient.]
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to recognise names that
still can be connected to
Boscastle – Gard, Ferrett,
Honey, Olde and Prout, to
name a few. Also included
is
information
and
photographs of the social
history of these districts;
details of the fighting that
was taking place and the
effect of the battles on these
North Cornish service
men.
Mr Thornicroft has to be
congratulated for the time

and effort he obviously has
devoted to discovering so
much information.
Copies of his book can
be obtained at a cost of £12
plus £2.50 p&p from Mr
NJ Thornicroft, either by
contacting him at his home
address:
49 Sebert Street,
GLOUCESTER
GL1 3BS
or by email –
nickthornicroft@me.com
or phone: 07769556206.

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Open all Year
Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Remember These Men
Mr NJ Thornicroft has
kindly sent a copy of his
book ‘Remember These
Men ... The War Dead of
Three Cornish Villages:
Tintagel, Boscastle and St
Gennys 1914-1919’ to a
member of the ‘Boscastle
Blowhole’ team.
This team member
considers it to be a
masterly opus, in which Mr
Thornicroft has listed the
names, and many personal

details of the men from
Tintagel, Boscastle and St
Gennys, who fought in the
First World War. At the
beginning of the book is an
‘Index of the Fallen’, listing
the names of the fallen with
their home location and the
appropriate page numbers.
At 215 pages it is brimming
with information on the
service men, including
those who had emigrated
from North Cornwall to
Canada or Australia. It
is a moving experience

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 - 07969118058

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

PLEASE
BEWARE OF
THIS ARTICLE
One or two of the people
who accidentally read this
article, or, at least, begin
to read it before starting
to do something more
worthwhile, may have read
the recent news coverage
concerning unusual signs
or notices which can
be spotted around the
countryside. Or, at the very
least, in books with many
pictures
painstakingly
collected by the authors
who clearly have little else
to do with their time. One
of my favourites is

DO NOT
THROW
STONES AT
THIS NOTICE
Oh, all right then, I
won’t: I actually wasn’t
thinking of it until you
reminded me that I could
do it. Now I might just be
tempted by your insistence
that I shouldn’t.
The devoted readers
of the Letters page of the
Daily Telegraph will, I
hope, forgive me , should
we be fortunate enough
to count any of such an

illustrious band amongst
our readers, if I quote a
splendid example quoted,
(with added photo in the
newspaper itself, no expense
spared) from an old Dorset
sign, as seen below.
So, don’t mess around
with Monsieur Fooks. You
have been warned.
The person sending in
the photo suggested that
this might be Britain’s most
out of date sign. I suggest
one or two of you might,
in a rather snide manner,
wonder how we would be
able to remember what
many of our local signs
say to know whether or
not they are out of date,
given that a substantial
percentage of them are
well hidden beneath the
extremely attractive wild
flowers which flourish in
our long untrimmed local
hedges. How fortunate that
most of have a generous
affection for our beautiful
wild flowers, given that our
local authority, with rather
less generosity, keeps a very
dark secret what sums of
money, if indeed any, are
spent on maintenance of
any kind which benefits,
or even affects the local
population. This same
local population, with
unparalleled and repeated
generosity, continues to

DORSET

ANY PERSON WILFULLY
INJURING ANY PART OF THIS
COUNTY BRIDGE WILL BE GUILTY
OF FELONY
AND UPON CONVICTION LIABLE
TO BE TRANSPORTED FOR LIFE
BY THE COURT
T FOOKS

hand over relatively healthy
sums of money, that is to
say, cash, which is rarely
translated into a visible
improvement having a
beneficial consequence for
the same locals. I merely
mention the hitherto
unmentioned possibility
of, let us say, filling in a
few of our rapidly growing
number of potholes which
festoon our roads and
byways. Just a suggestion,
chaps, in case your ‘Ideas
Committee’, or whatever
impenetrable title it rejoices
in, or if it even exists,
which does seem unlikely,
I admit, need a little jolt to
start them off.
Oddly enough, on the
news tonight a sign in a
programme focussing on
waterside properties reads
thus:

FLOOD
WARNINGS IN
THIS AREA
NO FLOOD
WARNINGS IN
THIS AREA
That
should
clear
things up, then, for all you
property owners worrying
about your insurance
cover. It should also make
listening to the current
weather
forecasts
of
‘sunshine and showers’ an
interesting experience.
I think it may be worth
mentioning a conversation
I had with a friend of mine
who had recently seen in
a local golf club the sign
reading;

GENTLEMEN
PLEASE WASH
YOUR BALLS IN
THE SINK

Now, fair enough to
accept that this is a not
unreasonable instruction,
or suggestion, in the
context of a golf club,
whilst understanding that
it is not a privilege you
would normally expect to
be offered in the context of
a domestic environment,
in a friend’s or neighbour’s
dwelling. I suppose it does
depend where you live,
however.
Without wishing to
lower the tone of this
august publication, or jar
the sensitivities of our
faithful readership, I feel
it is my pleasant duty to
draw to your attention a
sign on a local,(I will only
reveal the precise location
on payment of a large and
illicit bribe,) Birth Control
Clinic which makes the
eminently practical, if not
entirely intended content
of their sign, absolutely
clear:

PLEASE
USE REAR
ENTRANCE
Probably the same could
be said of the baker who
invited the public to

PLEASE
TRY OUR
HOMEMADE
PIES. THEY
ARE A REAL
THREAT.
Or the dry cleaner who
offered the chance to

DROP YOUR
PANTS HERE.
AR
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Camelford Leisure Centre Steering Group
This briefing from the
Camelford Leisure Centre
Steering Group is to keep
everyone up to date about
the future of Camelford
Leisure Centre and we
would ask that this message
is spread as far and wide
as possible. A community
organisation has been set up
to take over the running of
the Leisure Centre for the
benefit of the community.
The plan will only work
with community support
through increased usage of
the Centre and membership
of the organisation.
Approximately
18
months ago a group of
interested parties and
representative
groups
formed what is known
as the Camelford Leisure
Centre Steering Group.
Since then the Steering
Group has worked on a
plan to secure the future
of the leisure centre and
in December 2011 this
draft plan was presented to
Cornwall Council. The plan
was broadly accepted but
there was recognition that
certain aspects needed to be
tested and refined before a
final plan could be agreed.
A final plan is nearing
completion
following
detailed discussions with
Cornwall Council.
It should be noted
that the Steering Group’s
plan was developed in the
context of a challenging
economic environment and
the withdrawal of direct
financial support from
Cornwall Council. As such,
significant budget savings
needed to be identified if
the centre was to be viable.
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The main elements of
the plan are:
• Reduce heat and light
costs and increase
income through the
use of an existing
biomass boiler and the
installation of solar
panels (i.e. Feed in
Tariff and Renewable
Heat
Incentives).
Unfortunately
this
part of the plan faced
significant difficulties
as it related to
Camelford
Primary
School’s
biomass
boiler which has not
been
functioning
correctly and therefore
a planned link to this
from the leisure centre
had to be withdrawn.
With this in mind
the Steering Group
are exploring options
for the purchase and
installation of a standalone biomass boiler.
A £50,000 grant
(Inspired
Facilities)
has been secured by
the Steering Group
towards this element of
the project.
•

Reduce staffing costs:
this topic is obviously
a very sensitive one as
it relates to people’s
livelihoods but, with
no Cornwall Council
funding, there has
been a need to look at
how staff costs can be
reduced. The original
plan proposed that
the centre would be
unstaffed at certain
‘off peak’ times but
feedback
from
a
recent
community
consultation on the

plan (commissioned
by the Steering Group
and jointly funded by
the Town Council,
Cornwall Councillors
and the East Cornwall
Local Action Group)
made it clear that
people felt there needed
to be a staff presence
throughout all open
times. As a direct result
of this community
feedback the plan
has been amended
and increased staffing
identified.
•

An
Industrial
&
Provident Society (for
community benefit)
is being set up to
oversee the running
and development of
the centre and enhance
its usage. It is hoped
that the promotion
of the pool (including
increased memberships
and usage of facilities)
can be done in
partnership with the
Friends of Camelford
Leisure Centre and

the centre staff. As a
charity, the Industrial
& Provident Society
will become eligible for
VAT and Business Rate
relief.
Although these are
the main elements of the
plan there is much more
detailed work which needs
to be undertaken over the
next few months for it to
be successful.
If the business plan
is accepted and the
necessary agreements are
in place between Cornwall
Council, Carrick Leisure,
the Camelford Cooperative
Learning Trust and the new
Industrial & Provident
Society then we plan to
start running the centre
as a community run pool
from the end of October
2012.
Please be very clear that
this does not mean the
leisure centre is definitely
safe, far from it. We are
trying our best to come
up with a viable solution
to keep the centre open

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

Camelford Leisure Centre
Steering Group
but we need the local
community of Camelford
and surrounding parishes
to rise to the challenge and
demonstrate your support
in any way you can. We
would therefore encourage
you to show your support
in one or all of the following
ways:
• Join the Friends of
Camelford
Leisure
Centre
(FoCLC)
friends.of.camelford.
lc@gmail.com
• Take out a Camelford
Leisure
Centre
membership
and
benefit
from
the
fantastic
facilities
available.
• Offer any skills or
expertise you have to
the FoCLC
• Support
local
fundraising activities
and events
• Organise your own
fundraising event or
suggest ideas which
can be developed

•

Use the leisure centre.
Thank you for taking
the time to read this
briefing and look out for
future ones. Hopefully
this has clarified where
we are and the support
needed. Should you want
to find out more, become
actively involved or make
a suggestion please use one
of the contacts below:
Rob Rotchell Chair of
Camelford Leisure
Centre Steering Group
Tel: 07828980157
Email: RobRotchell@
btinternet.com
David Ferrett Chair of
Friends of
Camelford Leisure Centre
Email: david.ferrett@
virgin.net
Friends of Camelford
Leisure Centre
Tel: 07583039260
Email: friends.
of.camelford.lc@gmail.
com
Also on Facebook

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320
WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

WESSEX INVESTMENTS
6 Market Place
Camelford
PL32 9PB



Local Office: 01840 212 545
Mobile: 07855 388562
lizb@parkwaycornwall.co.uk

Retirement Planning
Investments & Savings
Mortgages & Equity Release Mortgages
Life & Critical Illness Cover
Income Protection
Private Medical Insurance
Business Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning
Long Term Care Planning
Initial consultations are without charge or obligation
Wessex Investments are Independent Financial advisers and are
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
(FRN 136690)
All advisers at Wessex Investments are members of the Personal
Finance Society & Chartered Insurance Institute
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on
your mortgage
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Update on Lady of the Loch

Lady, my favoured
osprey at Loch of Lowes,
Perthshire,
has
now
returned to West Africa.
She was seen at the site
for the last time on 3rd of
August, heading - with a
steady, deliberate flight - in
a south westerly direction.
This indicated that she was
pacing herself for her long,
return journey.
She had arrived at the
nest site at 8.31am on 30th
March 2012, much to the
excitement of the Scottish
Wildlife Trust Rangers.
During her stay; on 3rd
April she suffered snow;
on 11th April a hail storm
and on 25th April one foot
high waves on the Loch,
making fishing difficult.
Despite the weather she
laid her first egg on 12th
April, the second five days
later and the third and last
on 20th April. Of the three
eggs only one hatched - on
20th May.
By the time I visited the
centre, on 18th June, the
chick looked somewhat
like a well-stuffed haggis,
with scrawny neck and
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ineffectual wings. On 2nd of
July, the chick was ringed;
satellite tagged and is now
known as Blue 44 (his leg
ring number). The satellite
tag looks like a small
rucksack with antenna and
is placed on the back of
the bird. The signal from
the transmitter helps the
SWT track his movements
- giving altitude and date.
Blue 44 took his first flight
on 16th July, but instead of
returning to the nest, as was
expected, he disappeared
into the surrounding trees
for four days. The SWT
team knew he could not be
far away, since the parents
stayed in one particular area.
Four days later he returned
to the nest, accompanied
by his mother. Once back,
she let him know (in no
uncertain terms) exactly
what she thought of his
adventure, by giving him a
‘good telling off’ – pecking
him, flapping her wings and
shouting at him. (You can
watch this on ‘YouTube’.)
It took a few days before
he dared again venture any
distance from the nest.

Blue 44, after several
vain attempts, caught his
first fish on 15th August
– which he proudly
displayed to his father
– and has been exercising
and feeding himself ever
since, all very necessary
skills for his survival and
flight to West Africa. Now
that he is tagged, the SWT
team will have a clear idea
of his first journey to West
African coast. It is one of
the wonders of Nature that
so many young ospreys
who, without their parents
assistance or a Satnav to
give them directions, know
where they are heading
when they migrate for the
first time.
For fishermen who may
be interested in the male
osprey’s Perthshire catch,
from 26th March to 24th
August he caught 388 fish:
134 brown trout; 111 pike;
56 perch; 53 mystery fish;
19 rainbow trout; 9 blue
trout; 5 salmon and 1 eel
- a sterling effort for a bird
new to his parental role.
GQ

From the blog - address
below:
16th September
Our second satellite
tracked young osprey Blue
YD has made it safely across
the Bay of Biscay and was in
southern Spain as of 10am
this morning. Despite
taking a risky route, with
a long sea crossing, the
young bird was lucky with
the winds and is doing
really well. He roosted
after his big crossing on the
north Spanish coast in the
foothills of the Cantabrian
Mountains.
The next morning, he
cleverly turned due west
to get around this huge
range, before resuming a
south westerly course.
He then followed a huge
river/ reservoir system into
the Caceres province and
spent last night roosted on
the Valdeobispo reservoir
above the River Alagon
dam.
It will be really
interesting when we get
the next batch of data from
Blue 44 tomorrow, to see if
the two birds’ courses will
converge over the Iberian
peninsular or not.
To have both of our
satellite tagged youngsters
doing so well so far is
wonderful, but we must
remember that many
young ospreys never get
this far at all. Potentially
there are still many dangers
and adventures still ahead
of our birds, so fingers
crossed for them both.
http://
scottishwildlifetrust.org.
uk/things-to-do/osprey/
http://blogs.
scottishwildlifetrust.org.
uk/osprey/

TINTAGEL ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
AUTUMN DATES
Sunday 7th October – Boscastle – time TBC
Joint concert with Torpoint Ladies Choir
as part of the Boscastle Food Festival
Sunday 4th November – Sir James Smiths School. 7pm
Gala concert
Saturday 10th November – Safari Supper
Tickets £12 each – all welcome
Sunday 9th December Tintagel Social Hall .7.30pm
Carol concert with Allen Valley Singers
Tintagel Orpheus Male Voice Choir is always open
for new members, at any level of ability.
Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at the Methodist
Church Schoolroom in Tintagel, 7.15 – 9.30pm.
Please call Bob Metters on 01840 213736 for further
information, or visit www.tintagelmalevoicechoir.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1125934

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01872 581958
Mobile: 07780 910578

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

Down 1 january 2 use 3 gherkin 4 ell 5 roe 6 nu
7 argentina 8 taoiseach 9 egypt 13 ulcer 14 koa 17 ere
18 greece 19 pi 21 reeve 22 circuitous 26 ian 29 oenone
30 ta 32 ogre 33 ichor 37 emu 38 fen 39 strap 42 aspic
44 aunt 46 peru 48 woe 51 age 53 en
Across 1 juggernaut 10 ash 11 lour 12 auk 15 needle
16 geology 19 pericarp 20 ark 22 chinese 23 et 24 reiki
25erie 27 yen 28 roti 31 act 32 oceanic 34 ne 35 run
36 ache 40 trio 41 maze 43 etna 45 opus 47 row
49 oeuvre 50 pa 52 reign 54 press 55 trounce
Answers to Crossword:

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk
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An Open Letter to the Kind and
Generous People of Boscastle

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

10

5

6

7

11

15

16

8

5

12

13

9

14

17

6

10

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

26

28

30

32

28

29

27

32

35

47

44

44

34

37

37

43

48

31

36

40

39

31

33

35

39

30

26

38

45

41

38

42

46

45

49

50

49

54

52

51

53

55

Across

3 vegetable

1 very large vehicle

4 unit of length

10 tree

5 type of deer

11 glare

6 13th letter of Greek alphabet

12 sea bird

7 South American country

15 sewing implement

8 Irish prime minister

16 story of the earth

9 country of NE Africa

19 part of a fruit

13 open sore

20 biblical boat

14 Hawaiian tree

22 language of Asian country

17 before

23 alien

18 European country

24 form of therapy

19 16th letter of Greek alphabet

25 one of the great lakes

21 minor official

27 longing

22 roundabout

28 unit of weight (Asian)

26 man’s name

31 perfume

29 Greek nymph

32 of the ocean

30 thank you

34 point of the compass

32 giant

35 move swiftly

33 fluid of the Gods

36 dull pain

37 flightless bird

40 three

38 marsh

41 network of paths

39 strip of weather

43 active volcano

42 savoury jelly

45 musical work

44 relative

47 quarrel

46 South American country

49 work of art

48 misery

50 father

51 grow older

52 rule

53 unit of measurement

55 defrost
Down
1 month
2 operate
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answers on page 35

Our 15 year old son Kieren
has been very poorly and
after a week in Treliske
we were transferred to
Bristol Children’s Hospital
for another 5 weeks. We
watched as our strong
healthy 6 foot 2 (11 stone)
lad dropped to a weak
8 stone 3 in just a few
weeks. An endoscopy and
colonoscopy revealed an
extremely ill colon and the
doctors told us it was severe
colitis the worst they had
seen, but they would try
and save his colon. Weeks
of very strong infusions,
elemental feed via a nose
tube and still Kieren lost
weight. The gastro team
decided to give the colon
complete rest to try and
heal and that he would
need a TPN line put into a
large vein and a liquid diet
fed directly into the blood
system. Slowly Kieren’s
weight began to increase,
and because of strong
steroids he was taking his
appetite returned. After a
week of Kieren begging the
doctors for a pizza or garlic
bread they relented and
allowed him a little mash
potato and chicken. From
that day he could not stop
eating and now has gained
over 2 stone.
One thing that kept
me going on those awful
upsetting days was the
kindness and concern
shown by so many people
in Boscastle. My phone
was constantly receiving
texts from special friends
concerned for Kieren, and
David would bring cards
up to us with kind thoughts
from so many people. We

need to thank so many, but
a special thank you must
go to all the people who
contributed to The Nap’s
raffle, to Odette RigbyJones who put in a huge
effort getting prizes and
to everyone at Bottreaux
Garage who sold raffle
tickets, a fantastic amount
was raised. Thanks also to
the Boscastle Buoys who
sang in the Cobweb in aid
of Kieren. To all the people
who have offered help you
are all stars. A very special
thank you to my mates
Lisa and Beccy and to Billy
for being a fab friend to
Kieren.
Now back at home
Kieren remains on a huge
bag of medications which
will be reduced in time, he
is still very weak but every
day a little stronger. We
have many hospital visits
booked in our diary and
Treliske will be checking
his bloods on a regular
basis. We are remaining
positive for Kieren and that
his health will go on from
strength to strength.
Anita, David and family

A Generous Man
The Napoleon Inn held a
sweepstake in aid of Help
for Heroes and the winner
was Andy Hatton.
We would like to thank
Andy for kindly donating
his prize winnings back to
the charity, a very generous
gift.
A total of £100 was sent
to the charity. Thanks
to all who took part and
supported this cause.
BD

News from the Lookout

Valency
Taxis
Near Boscastle
Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
We are all too aware of
what the weather has been
like this summer but we
are delighted to say that it
didn’t manage to halt the
refurbishment programme
up at Willapark. Taking
advantage of the few good
days we had, Baz Mordue
and team managed to treat
the outside of the building
to some much needed repair
and a smart new repaint,
funded by the money raised
during our time as Charity
of the Year for Sainsbury’s
in Bude. Thanks all round
for a good job.
‘Spot, plot, report’,
that’s one of the main aims
of Coastwatch and it’s just
what happened when an
American yacht was seen
heading towards Boscastle
on 17th August.
The visibility had varied
all day as rain squalls
ran through the area but
as the weather cleared
Pat Stanton-Nadin and
Paul Bovingdon saw the
yacht “Windara” with a
shredded main sail and a
crew member lying on the
foredeck struggling with
the genoa heading towards
them.
As it was low water in
the harbour it wouldn’t

have been safe to enter, so a
call was made to Falmouth
Coastguard
to inform
them of the situation
and they contacted the
yacht on VHF. “Windara”
replied that they had a
fouled propellor as well
as damage to their sails
but unfortunately their
transmissions were too
weak and broken for
Falmouth to hear the yacht
clearly, so it was relayed by
NCI Boscastle.
As
visibility
was
deteriorating
Boscastle
confirmed
the yacht’s
position and Falmouth
Coastguard requested the
launch of Padstow Lifeboat
and she took the yacht with
her four crew under tow to
safety. Another good job.
Don’t forget we are
always happy to say “Hello”
and give you or your guests
an idea of the sea state if you
call us on 07837610410.
We’d be even more
delighted if any of you
considered joining as
Watchkeepers. If you are
interested in spending a few
hours each month looking
out for others, then call our
Manager, John Davis on
07791761502

Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart & Jean Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Pianos For Sale
At Reasonable Prices
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what we have!

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour village,
with its spectacular
Tel: 01840 250412
coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com
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Cornwall Carers Service
Cornwall Carers Service
(CCS) is a new service that
is free to use and offers a
wide range of information,
services and support to
informal and unpaid
carers.
A carer is someone who
looks after and supports
a friend, relative or
neighbour who could not
manage without their help.
This could be due to age,
physical or mental illness
or disability.
It does not mean a
professional care-worker or
personal assistant who gets
paid for their work. Three
in five people in the UK
will become carers at some
point in their lives.
CCS is a collaborative
partnership between four
organisations each bringing
their own expertise and
contributions
to
the
development and delivery
of the service:
Age UK Cornwall are
hosting the dedicated
carers’ helpline offering a
single point of contact for
carers and those wishing
to make a referral to the
service: 01872 266383,
(Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm)
Carers Rights run regular
Carers Forums to highlight
issues and concerns and
feed them into local and
national decision making.
Disability
Cornwall
produce the magazine,
‘Carers News’ and also
provide a continuing
support service for carers.
Continuing support is for
those carers whose caring
role has come to an end
and need support to adjust
into a non-caring role.
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Cornwall Rural
Community Council leads
a team of dedicated
Carers Support Workers
who provide one to one
support including leads in
autism, young adult carers,
dementia, mental health
and BME.
CCS work with the
Health & Social Care
community teams to
improve services for carers
in local communities, and
with GP surgeries and
other organisations across
the county.
If anyone wishes to refer
to the service or contact
us please phone 01872
266383. There is an online
referral facility and other
useful information on the
website
www.cornwallcarers.org.uk

CCS staff are happy
to come to talk to any
interested local groups,
eg the WI, and provide
further information in a
talk or presentation.
An example of the work
done by CCS is highlighted
in the story of a local
person who was looking
after an insulin dependant
diabetic who had to have
his right leg amputated
just below the knee. He
and his wife didn’t know
what, if anything, they
were entitled to.
The support worker
from Cornwall Carers
Service visited them and
helped them to:
• Apply for and receive
higher rate Attendance
Allowance,
currently
£77.45 per week.
• Apply for and receive

Council tax reduction as
one is a wheel chair user
• Apply for and be
awarded Carers Allowance
which in turn entitles them
to an additional carer’s
premium used to calculate
various benefits
• Apply for and be
awarded
guaranteed
income based pension
credit.
• As the amputee is
ex-service personnel, the
support worker requested
assistance from Royal
British Legion regarding

an
outdoor
electric
wheelchair. The Legion
agreed to supply one.
The
couple
were
really grateful as it has
transformed their lives,
not only has the support
worker raised their income,
but has also enabled them
to be able to go out again
as a couple. As with many
cases, the carer herself is
not in good health and
so was not able to push
a wheel chair. Now they
can now go out and about
together when the mood
takes them.

Hearing Loss Cornwall
Do you have a hearing
loss? Do you have a family
member or friend who is
deaf or hard of hearing?
Hearing Loss Cornwall
can offer information,
advice, guidance and
communication support
to anyone affected by any
degree of hearing loss, as
well as providing support
and advice to family and
friends.
On October 3rd this
year, we change our name
from the Cornwall Deaf
Association, to Hearing
Loss Cornwall and launch
our new website www.
hearinglosscornwall.org
This coincides with
the 81st anniversary of
the charity’s founding and
the realisation that our
inclusive purpose (which
remains as clear as ever!) to support deaf and hard of
hearing people in Cornwall
and the Isles of Scilly,
while increasing awareness
of their particular needs
and difficulties amongst
the community at large -

was not fully reflected in
our name. Many people
thought we only worked
with the deaf community,
and while this is a large part
of what we do, it is not the
only thing we do!
We would like to
invite you to join us on
Wednesday October 3rd
to celebrate! Everyone
is welcome to come and
meet the team, find out
more about what we do
and the support we offer.
Light refreshments, tea
and cake will be available
to help the celebrations!
Where? At our offices 3
Walsingham Place, Truro,
TR1 2RP – just off Victoria
Square. When? Feel free
to drop in anytime from
12.30-4pm on Wednesday
3rd October.
For more information
call 01872 225 868 or
textphone 01872 263
664, or email us at info@
hearinglosscornwall.org
We hope you can join
us!

News
Lumps and bumps on
Willapark
Willapark at Boscastle is to
receive an archaeological
survey this year. The Trust
has received some grant aid
to investigate archaeological
sites along the South West
Coast Path. One of the sites
chosen is Willapark. The
work planned will include
surveying (topographical
and geophysical) over the
Autumn and some clearing
of the vegetation to reveal
the
more
interesting
sections. A full report
should be finished by the
end of the year.

Events
…..in Boscastle
Boscastle Food Festival
October 6 and 7, where
will be showing the best
of wild food from the local
countryside with a few
recipes to help.
‘Cliffs and Coffee’ on 10
November, starting from

the Trust café, after a
refreshing drink we shall
explore the local geology
on foot and the wildlife
it influences with a local
expert. There is a small
charge.
‘Willow weaving for
Christmas’ takes place on
December 8 this year at
the Trust café – come along
and learn how to make
decorations for a small fee.
……. Further afield
Further afield we have a
‘Nocturnal Nature’ evening,
north of Bude, on 21
September and October 13
sees the ‘Mouth to Mouth
10k’ run at Sandymouth
take place – spaces are still
available.
Conservation
Volunteer Group days
Oct 2nd: Orchard Tidy up.
We will be raking up hay,
clearing out the pond and
doing a general autumnal
tidy up of the Orchard
at Stowe Barton. Meet at
Stowe Barton Farm EX23

9JW (Grid Ref: SS213
114)
Oct 21st: Valency meadow
day. We will be raking up
hay in the meadows in
Valency, alongside trying
out the pole lathe, shave
horse and finishing off the
shelter built earlier in the
year. Meet at overflow car
park, Boscastle (Grid ref:
SX100 913)
Nov 6th: Scrub ‘n’ Spuds. In
honour of Bonfire night, we
will be cutting back scrub
and eating spuds baked
on the bonfire. we will
provide spuds, beans and
cheese. Feel free to bring
any other fillings or food
to bake on the fire. Meet at
Sandymouth car park(Grid
Ref: SS204 100)
Nov 18th: Step building
and path jobs. Due to
popular demand, we will
be building slate steps
near Crackington Haven,
amongst other path jobs.
Meet at the main car park
in Crackington Haven
(SX143 969)

Dec 4th: Coppicing in
Valency Valley. Help us
manage our woodland the
traditional way, and we
may let you take some of
the harvest home for use
in your garden! Meet at
overflow car park, Boscastle
(Grid ref: SX100 913)
Dec
16th:
Orchard
management. We will be
trekking to New Mills to
carry out some much needed
orchard
management.
Meet at overflow car park,
Boscastle (Grid ref: SX100
913)
Days start at 10am and
finish 4pm (or earlier to
suit)
All tools and tuition
provided
Please bring clothes that can
get muddy, stout footwear
and food and drink
If events change or are
cancelled due to weather,
we will endeavour to let
everyone know. However
feel free to get in touch to
check beforehand!
Any questions: 01288
331372 or jenny.herbert@
nationaltrust.org.uk
JH

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Post Office at Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours
Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the harbour
carpark on Fridays , from 1pm until 1.30pm.

Mobile Library
Tel: 0300 1234111
Calls on alternate Thursdays
St Juliot, Tremorle Farm: 11:05 - 11:15
Wellington Hotel: 11:30 - 11:45
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:11.50 – 12.15
Trevalga, Village Hall: 13:20 - 13:30

Camelford Library

Town Hall, Market Place

Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

09.30 - 18.30
09.30 - 17.00
09.30 - 13.30
10.00 - 13.00

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm
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Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 214818
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
Chairman:
01840 250414
Clerk:
01840 210017
email clerk to the council: forminpc@gmail.com
Village Hall Bookings:

01840 211343

Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

0300 1234222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:

0800 365 900

