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Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material 

submitted for publication.  The views expressed in the magazine are those of the 
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.

The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Joan Cork, 
Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda. Your name could be added to the list if you wish to join us!

We anticipate that the next Blowhole will be published in December. 
The deadline for copy will be advertised closer to the date.

Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £2.50 per issue.  To subscribe please either email 

boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891.

For advertising queries, please contact Heather Colne on 01840 250639 
or email    blowhole.advertising@hotmail.co.uk

Communications to the Blowhole can be sent by post to 44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL 
 or by email to:  boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

The Blowhole is published 4 times a year and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude, tel: 01288 381700  email:  easy.print@btconnect.com

From the Blowhole Autumn 2001

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: (01840) 212666 

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
 for all cars, motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Parish Matters
A new seat, constructed in 
local stone and weathered 
oak was sited in Peter’s 
Wood, in memory of Mr 
Hohn Higgs.
A Rare Catch
A 70lb Sun fish was caught 
by Dean Dangar on his 
first fishing trip with 
the ‘seasoned anglers’ on 
Peganina. Until then all 
he had landed was one 
mackerel. Dean was fishing 
with a squid bait and was 
reeling it in when it took 
the bait. As the fish came 
to the side of the boat, Ken 
heaved it aboad with help, 

quickly weighed it & got it 
to pose for a few pictures 
before returning it to the 
water. According to Ken & 
Dave Pengelly, who have 
operated the boat for 20 
years, this was a first.
Busking
John Maughan presented 
a cheque for £1300 to 
Sara Shearman, head of 
Fundraising for the Mount 
Edgcumbe Hospice. John 
had raised all this money 
since Easter Sunday by 
solo folksinging by the 
harbour on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. He had 
promised his musician 

friend, Graham ‘Morgy’ 
Morgan, that they would 
set out to raise £1000 
for the organisation that 
had given him so much 
comfort during his illness. 
Morgy never recovered but 
John went it alone.
Old Manor House
Ron & Sharon Muffett, 
and their children, Julie 
10 and Lee 6, have made 
a welcome return to North 
Cornwall after 12 years 
living in Hampshire. Prior 
to that, Ron owned Uncle 
Jack’s Cabin Takeaway 
Restaurant in Tintagel.

Washed Up
Anything which ‘comes 
in’ with the tide is 
harbourmaster Fred 
Siford’s concern and he is 
accustomed to dealing with 
sea-going vessels as well as 
dolphins, seals. occasional 
basking sharks and other 
marine creatures. But in 
July, he was faced with 
a less usual creature - a 
bullock was washed up on 
the slipway.
National Trust
The old coastguard’s lookout 
on Willapark has been 
repainted and tidied up.
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Pictured above are James Venning and Luke Hamond, both of Boscastle School. They 
have recently completed a 2 day intensive football course run by Manchester United 
Soccer Schools. Last year they both played for Tintagel under 10’s where Luke was top 
goal scorer; they also won the League cup. 

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle

01840 250204
16th century pub full of character

For more details about the pub, the area & all our forthcoming 
events please ring us or check out our website at

www.napoleoninn.co.uk
A warm & friendly welcome awaits you

Lunch & evening meals served daily in our bar or 
restaurant, or outside in our large garden or on the 
terrace.  All food prepared on the premises using 

local produce wherever possible.  Booking advisable.

Everyone is welcome to a Coffee Morning in aid 
of Macmillan Cancer Relief to be held at Lynn 
Biddick’s house in White Smock Meadow on 

Friday September 30th from 10am till 12 noon.
~ Coffee ~ Hot Pasties ~ Cakes ~
~Bric a Brac ~ Clothes ~ Raffle ~

Donations and Cakes would be appreciated, 
phone Lynn on 250448.

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Lunchtime Bingo on last Thusday of the month 12.30pm

Launch Event
The ‘Friends of Camelford 
Leisure Centre’ are set to 
hold their launch meeting 
on Saturday 22nd October 
at the Leisure Centre.

All are welcome to come 
and support this event and 
be a part of the campaign 

Camelford Carnival 2011
This year’s carnival will take place even 

though road closure is in place.
Saturday 29thOctober

Start 7 pm, Judging at 6 pm
Any further information:

Marney Baker  01840 211269
Entries @ Stephens Home Hardware

for Camelford pool to stay 
open. The meeting will run 
from 12 noon to 2 pm, 
and refreshments will be 
available.

‘The Friends Group’ will 
have an important part to 
play, both in being the voice 
of the local community 
and fighting for the future 
of the Centre. 

All those who have an 
interest in retaining the 
Leisure Centre for the 
community are encouraged 
to come, join in, and show 
their support. 

Contact: Eddie Jones: 
telephone: 01208 850388
or email:
e.p.jones@hotmail.com

Camelford Country 
Dance
Dancing takes place every 
Thursday evening, from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm at St 
John’s Ambulance Hall, 
Clease road, Camelford.

The cost is just £1, 
which includes tea and 
biscuits.All are welcome. 
For further information, 
contact Barbara Perry
01840 212655
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w r perry & Son
Building contractors

stone masons
roofIng specialists

renovations/extensions
family business - established for

40 years
tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

Juliotter Garden 
Club
Meetings are held at 
Otterham & St Juliot 
Hall and start at 7.30pm. 
The programme for the 
remainder of 2011 is: 
27th September: Japan, an 
illustrated talk by Tracey 
Wilson.
25th October: Preparing the 
garden for Spring talk by a 
guest speaker.
22nd November: Christmas 
Social.

Harvest Supper
A Harvest Supper will be 
held in the Otterham and 
St Juliot Hall, Marshgate, 
on 22nd October.  Doors 
will open at 7:00 p.m. with 
the meal due to begin at 
7:30.  Do come along and 
enjoy an evening of good 
company with good food, 
a raffle and entertainment 
by The Boscastle Players.

Entry is strictly ticket 
only at £10 per adult or £5 
per child under 14. Tickets 
can be obtained from: 
Pam Langley, Tel: 01840 
261225, Val Gill, Tel: 
01840 261582 or Colin 
Wadey, Tel: 01840 261602

Each admission ticket 
includes a Lucky Draw 
Number.

Please bring your own 
drinks and glasses.

News from the Lookout

We promise not to say 
anything about the 
summer- we can all 
remember it back in April.

Fortunately Boscastle 
NCI found a silver lining 
amongst the clouds, 
thanks to a well-researched 
presentation by Boscastle’s 
Fund Raising Officer 
and the efforts of other 
Watchkeepers, the station 
was chosen as “Charity of 
The Year” by Sainsbury’s 
Bude store.

As well as the 
opportunity to collect 
much-needed funds at the 
store Sainsbury’s are very 
keen to help out in others 
ways with the possibility of 
specific funding for essential 
items and the chance to 
promote the work of NCI 
Boscastle within the store.

They have also offered 
to provide some of the 
materials for external 
maintenance and internal 
decoration as well as some 

very welcome volunteers 
to help with the work: an 
arrangement that certainly 
put a smile on the Station 
Manager’s face!

On top of that we had 
a very successful Table Top 
sale on the lawn of Valency 
House in August,courtesy 
of Jane Castling, and a 
very enjoyable Barbecue in 
June that gave volunteers 
a chance to catch up with 
each other.

We have finally 
discovered why we have 
so many visitors from 
Germany at the Lookout. 
Apparently their favourite 
weekend TV serials are 
always set in Cornwall and 
they come to see what we 
and the county look like in 
real life. Hope we come up 
to their expectations.

We currently have three 
new volunteers under 
training, but we always 
have room for more as 
Father Time is catching up 
with some of our members, 
So, if you are interested 
in spending a few hours 
each month looking out 

for others, then call our 
Manager, John Davis on 
07791761502.

Don’t forget,if you, your 
guests or any visitors want to 
know what the sea conditions 
are beyond the harbour you 
can always give us a ring on 
07837610410

MW
A brief history
Perched at the top of an 
iron age hillfort at the edge 
of the Atlantic Ocean, the 
lookout was originally 
built in the early 1800’s 
as a summer house by the 
local landowner Thomas 
Rickard Avery.

Later it was leased to 
the board of trade as a 
lookout to help prevent 
smuggling, and later used 
as a coastguard lookout up 
until the 1970’s. Now under 
National Trust ownership 
it was maintained as a folly, 
until in 2002 it was leased 
by the National Trust to 
Boscastle NCI.

Following a lot of hard 
work by volunteer fund 
raisers, chippies, labourers, 
painters, electrician and 
trainers, the station was 
officially opened in 2003.
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Now the summer’s coming 
to a close a great way to 
keep positive and give your 
body an energising boost is 
to come along to a Fitness 
League Exercise class. 

These popular local 
exercise classes having been 
running in your area for a 
number of years and always 
provide a warm & friendly 
welcome to new ladies. 
It’s a great opportunity 
for women of all ages 
and abilities to exercise 
and stretch their body in 
an enjoyable, refreshing 
and fun way…    and it’s 
nothing like hi-impact 
aerobics!  

The classes are held 
in a happy and relaxed 
atmosphere and include a 
variety of exercises which 
concentrate on stretching 
and strengthening every 
part of your body. The 
class follows the Fitness 
League method of teaching 
and encourages a greater 
understanding and respect 
for the way in which your 
body works. 

The classes aim to build 
strength, not bulk, in the 
muscles, mobilise the joints, 
and most importantly lift 
the spirits through the 
use of a variety of music.  
A Fitness League class is 

also a friendly, sociable 
way to exercise and have 
fun, which makes such a 
difference to keeping that 
healthy habit going. The 
routines help improve your 
body shape, your posture 
and make you look and feel 
slimmer. It changes the way 
you feel about yourself!

The classes are lead 
by Katy Holmes a 
professionally trained 
teacher and REPS advanced 
instructor level 3, with 
many years experience. 
Katy believes that attending 
a regular exercise class does 
you the world of good “Just 

Ladies, leap into Autumn with a bounce! a couple of hours a week of 
gentle exercise will increase 
your energy levels, tone 
up all your muscles and 
make you feel much more 
confident” she said. 

The Fitness League’s 
system of rhythmical, 
low impact movement 
and exercise is often 
suggested by doctors, 
physiotherapists and other 
medical professionals 
to their patients when 
exercise is recommended to 
improve health. The League 
also has the endorsement 
and support of the British 
Heart Foundation, The 
Migraine Trust, National 
Osteoporosis Society, 
Breast Cancer Care and 
Backcare.  

Do come along and 
give a class a try - you’ll be 
pleased you did!
The Fitness League 
classes are held on 
Wednesday mornings, 
9.30am-10.45am, at 
Otterham & St Juliots Hall, 
Marshgate.
For further details please 
call Katy 01208 815725

KH

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED 

NORTH DEVON BEEF
Xmas Trees, Turkeys and Free Range Chicken 
also available
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order

Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798
HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE

4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast  & Luxury Self 
Catering Cottages available ~ Phone for further details
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Thank you all so much: I would like 
to say a very big thank you to all 
friends and neighbours who came 
and celebrated my son Roger’s 50th 
birthday in the Village Hall and 
thanks for all the many presents and 
cards and I’d also like to thank the 
people who couldn’t attend but still 
sent cards and presents.

I was very impressed by the way 
you all kept the secret – he had no 
idea about the party, so it was a real 
surprise.

A special thank you to all the 
people who helped me, without them 
I would not have managed, so thanks 
to Jackie, Ian, Geoff & Shelley at 
Orchard Lodge, John & Dawn, June, 
Rose, Helen, Margaret & Peter & 
staff at the Riverside for all the food 
and Steve for all the driving over the 
past year. (I do hope I haven’t missed 
anyone out.)

The last big thank you must go to 
Roger, the best son ever, for giving me 
a wonderful 50 years and to Boscastle 
and its community for making Jackie 
& Roger so welcome (before they 
moved here he had been through a 
very bad time) and lastly may I wish 
Roger and Steve all the best with ‘R 
and S Windows’, top class products 
and workmanship at rock bottom 
prices!!!

Thank you all, Annette

Thank youHarbourmaster’s News

Boscastle harbour was featured in a 
four page coloured spread in Yachting 
Monthly this summer with a detailed 
write up for cruising sailors including 
tips on how to enter and leave our 
harbour by boat and securing once 
in. “The dog-legged slot in the 
cliff offers quite a thrill. It looks 
intimidating and horribly narrow, 
but it is not as bad as it looks” and 
went on “To find Boscastle, you steer 
between a rock and a hard place. The 
rock is Meachard, a jagged offshore 
stack, and the hard place is the rest 
of Cornwall.” With this article in 
mind including a series of six good 
coloured photographs details of the 
actual blow hole and an indication 
that the local fisherman are kindly 
and helpful I did expect a few more 
visiting yachts this summer. Sadly 
inclement weather in June July and 
most of August deterred all but the 
very hardy visitors.

Melvin Higgins changed boats 
during the course of the summer 
selling ‘Our Margaret’ and replacing 
her with a 21 foot Cygnus fishing 
boat registered KY 1001. KY in 
fact is the prefix for fishing boats 
registered in Kirkcaldy in Scotland. 
With Scott Washer’s ‘Autumn Rose’ 
moored next to the new boat and 
also registered with a KY number we 
now appear to any outsiders to have 

two Scottish fishing boats working 
from here.  In fact both boats are 
working pots out of here. Most local 
boats are registered with PW as a 
prefix which indicates Padstow as 
the port of registry. Curiously both 
Brian Anderson’s boat ‘Three Jays’ 
and mine ‘Rene’ have E numbers 
indicating Exeter. In truth, fishing 
boats can and do move around quite 
a lot these days.

I am lucky to be able to see the 
Meachard out of my kitchen window 
and can assess the state of the sea each 
day by looking .August was a better 
month than July and the harbour 
has been busier in the late summer 
rather than earlier. I see plenty of 
trout in the stream in Valency Valley 
and am wondering when the wet 
weather comes if we shall see a run 
of salmon and sea trout as we did 
last year. I have to say I have seen 
a pair of seals taking migratory fish 
in the harbour mouth again and the 
seal colony around Beeny continues 
to thrive. I have heard reports of  
merlin hovering above the cliff path 
and know that there are peregrine 
falcon about giving the rock doves a 
hard time.

Lobsters and crab were plentiful 
this season when the boats could get 
out and we have seen mackerel and 
scads being caught on hand lines 
together with occasional cod. I have 
also had several bass on lures in and 
around the Beeny Sisters although I 
think Ian Young will take the prize 
this year for the best bass landed 
here.

Chris Key
Harbourmaster
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For all your foot health needs

 Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology

 Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

 Claire & Simon Neate   DIPCFHP
 Qualified foot health practitioners
 Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

NEATE
FEET

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Open Daily
1st March - 31st October

10.00am - 5.00pm

1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm

Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
 Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,

Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.

E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Telephone:(01840) 250010

Public Internet Access

Photo copying & Fax available

Accommodation Booking Service

Eden Tickets on sale 

VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Luxury 4 star
self catering apartments in a

tranquil location, distant sea views
Open all year

01840 250599 / 07860 608817
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

www.boscastleholidaycottages.com
vendownfarmhouse@uk2.net

South West Region
Boundary Commission for England

Initial Proposals

Bideford and Bude CC
Electorate 74,685

The Boundary Commission for 
England is revising the Electoral 
boundaries to reduce the number of 
MPs from 650 to 600 and to give 
each parliamentary constituency the 
same number of electors, 75,000 
with a margin of 5% either way.

The Boundary Commission for 
England decided against crossing the 
border at the River Tamar to create a 
constituency that included Plymouth 
and Saltash. Despite their close social 
and economic links, it was stated 

that the historic Tamar 
bridge presents a far more 

significant boundary between 
the two counties. The proposed 

new cross county seat merges parts 
of North Cornwall and West Devon, 
as shown on the adjacent map, and 
would comprise 35,272 Cornish 
voters and 39,413 Devonian.

A public hearing for all changes 
in Cornwall will be held at Alverton 
Manor Hotel, Truro, on 10th & 11th 
Nov 2011, times: Day 1: 11am - 8pm 
Day 2: 9am - 5pm. Please note that 
if you wish to speak at the hearing, 
you must register in advance.

Comments can also be made in 
writing to: Boundary Commission 
for England, 35 Great Smith Street, 
London SW1P 3BQ

Full details of the change can 
be seen at the Council Office in 
Camelford or online:

New ‘Devonwall’ 
Constituency

http://consultation.
boundarycommissionforengland.
independent.gov.uk/

1 Appledore
2 Bideford North
3 Bideford South
4 Northam
5 Orchard Hill
6 Westward Ho!
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BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL 
and 

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240

Bossiney Road Tintagel
Great rooms, a comfortable bar and 
spacious restaurant which are open 
to non-residents for a la carte meals 
throughout the week and with our 

renowned carvery every Sunday - also a 
great venue for special events, weddings 

and Christmas parties

The Parish Council have 
allocated funding for 
Boscastle Football Club 
toward the construction of 
new changing rooms, this 
funding will be released 
when the remaining funds 
for the construction has 
been raised.

The Parish Council have 
also made contributions 
to Boscastle Short Mat 
Bowls Club toward a mat 
roller and to the Boscastle 
Methodist Chapel window 
repair/restoration.

Following various 
reports of refuse being 
left out overnight in black 
plastic sacks, and the 
contents strewn around by 
Gulls and other creatures, I 
took a tour of the village at 
6am one Thursday morning 
with the Cornwall Council 
street warden. The vast 
majority of residents clearly 
take a pride and have made 
great efforts to prevent 
such problems. The areas 
of concern are a number 
holiday lettings, where 
absentee owners do not see 
or have to deal with the 
consequences. The Parish 
Council will continue to 
monitor the situation and 
notices will be issued as 
appropriate.

Parish Council 

The Car Park operating 
figures, promised by 
Cornwall Council, have 
eventually arrived and 
your councillors each have 
a copy, more detail will be 
required but the figures 
received show the net profit 
from the Car Park last year 
(2010/2011) was approx. 
£147,000 and the cost to 
operate approx. £80,000.

Comic relief / Sport 
Relief 2012 – If anybody 
or organisation would like 
to consider organising a 
fun run (walk/jog or run) 
on 25th March next year 
please contact me and I can 
give you more details plus 
the name of a dedicated 
member of the Comic 
relief team.
Adrian Prescott - Parish 

Clerk

01840 210017
forminpc@
lowermeadows.co.uk

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates

Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

Forrabury and Minster Parish 
Council meet in the Village 
Hall on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7pm. Members 
of the public are invited to 
attend and may address the 
Council during the first ten 
minutes of the meeting. A 
copy of the agenda is displayed 
on the Parish Council notice 
boards and website prior to all 
meetings. Minutes of previous 
meetings are displayed once 
they are approved by the 
Council.

BoSCASTLE
CoMMUNITY FLooD PLAN

Forrabury & Minster Parish Council 
are producing a Community Flood 

Plan for Boscastle. A resilient 
community can deal with flood risk 

and recover more quickly than those 
who do nothing to prepare for 

flooding.
The success of any community flood 
plan relies on local volunteers. If you 

would like to help with the plan or can 
contribute support in any way please 

contact George Findlay (Parish
Councillor) on
01840 250428

Chair David Ferrett 250414 
Fred Hockin 250529
Anthony Brewer 250854
Pat Day 250436 
Ian Dawson 250416 

George Findlay 250428 
Chris Jarvis 250512
Nanette Little 250291 
Chris Rodda 250012
Mark Smith 250001

Parish Council Contact Info:
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THE
HARBOUR 

LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names 
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!

Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135

FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
DAN ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION

and

Lower Meadows
Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation


Offering a warm welcome, our own parking, 
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.

Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk

Jeff Cherrington of the 
National Trust recently met 
with Council Chairman 
David Ferrett and Cllrs 
Anthony Brewer and 
Chris Rodda in order to 
discuss ways to reconcile 
differences caused by use 
of the area by a tenant 
farmer to graze cattle and 
the needs of locals and 
tourists.  Over the past 
two winters the impact of 
cattle has badly affected the 
public footpaths running 
from Forrabury Hill past 
the church and connecting 
with the coastal footpath, 
so that dog walkers and 
others have found the 
paths extremely muddy 
and waterlogged. 

Forrabury Stitches

According to the Trust, 
the point of cattle grazing 
is to help preserve the area 
as a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and by appropriate 
planting, use the land 
for arable purposes in a 
traditional manner.

There has been 
considerable concern 
regarding public health 
& safety issues caused by 
damage to the paths. One 
suggested solution is that 
temporary electric fencing 
is erected, to screen the 
public rights of way from 
cattle intrusion and the 
situation monitored over 
the course of the winter 
to decide the best way to 
manage the area.

CR

to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior 
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching 

in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons. 
 For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

 01840 770470

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
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For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email   info@boscastle-wellington.com

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
Phone: 01840 250202

ETC **   
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering

Fine Dining Restaurant

Bright and airy Free house bar 

Beer Garden

Live Entertainment every week

All events catered for from 2 – 100 
people

Gladys Baker celebrated 
her 100th Birthday on 
Saturday 27th August and, 
just like the Queen she 
had a second birthday 
on Monday the 29th. In 
all Gladys received over 
fifty cards and telegrams, 
including one from the 
Queen.

Gladys was born in 
Tooting London and was 
the first of five children 
that her parents Kate 
and Rupert went on to 
have. The family moved 
a number of times due to 
Rupert’s police career and 
settled in Battersea where 

Rupert went on to become 
the chief inspector. 

Gladys sat the school 
exams, and did well 
enough to be offered 
a place at Surry Lane 
School near to Battersea 
Park, her main interest 
became hairdressing and 
she trained and qualified 
at Arding and Hobbs of 
Clapham Junction under 
a stylist who specialised in 
Marcel waves.

When Gladys was a 
teenager she met Horace 
and in 1934 they were 
married at the Ascension 
Church on Lavender 

Hill and they moved in 
with his parents, Horace 
worked with precious 
metals while studying to 
become a surveyor and 
Gladys remained at Arding 
and Hobbs but changed 
her career and became 
the secretary to manager 
of the soft furnishing 
department.

During the war years 
Gladys remained in 
Battersea and worked at 
the Labour Exchange in 
Latchmere Road. Horace 
joined the Royal Navy and 
for most his six year service 
was a Chief Petty Officer 
on Lord Mountbatten’s 
staff based in Ceylon and 
he was awarded the BEM. 
The house that Gladys and 
Horace’s parents lived in 
was damaged in the blitz 

but they were in their 
shelter and nobody was 
hurt.

After the war Horace 
finished his studies and 
qualified as a valuer surveyor 
and Gladys gave up work 
to help Horace look after 
his ageing parents and to 
also start a family of their 
own and in 1946 Jennifer 
was born and then in 1951 
Howard. 

When Jennifer and 
Howard had grown up 
Gladys decided to return 
to secretarial work and was 
employed by the Treasury 
Solicitors where she 
became a personal assistant 
for a blind solicitor there.  
Gladys retired in 1973 
and enjoyed her gardening 
and with the help of her 
brothers and sisters looked 
after their ninety year 
old parents who lived in 
Flackwell Heath.

Horace retired in 1977 
and they enjoyed some 
good holidays together but 
Horace died suddenly in 
1980 while helping Jennifer 
with her horses.

Gladys remained in 
Battersea, and, with Frances 
and Howard moving to live 
close by she continued to 
travel all over the world, 
sometimes accompanied 
by her youngest brother 

Gladys with some of her family and friends at her ‘second’ birthday

100th Birthday Celebrations
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Muts Cuts
Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green

St Teath
PL33 9ES

Phone:       01840 211786
Mobile:     07921 637055

Website: www.mutscuts.co.uk

Front: Gladys with her cake and card from the Queen 
Back: son Howard and daughter-in-law Frances

and his wife. In 2003 while 
staying with Howard and 
Frances in Marine Terrace 
Gladys discovered that the 
cottage two doors away 
was going on the market 
and it was decided that if 
she moved to Boscastle 
we could all make it our 
permanent home.

In June 2003 at the 
age of ninety two Gladys 
moved down and in August 
the following year Marine 
Terrace and the Wellington 
Hotel along with other 

properties in the area were 
badly flooded, Gladys was 
very upset at the time not by 
the loss of her possessions 
but by a report in the paper 
that said she was rescued 
by six firemen as it implied 
that it need that number 
to lift her, but under a year 
later we were all back in 
our homes and as Gladys 
said to Prince Charles when 
he visited Marine Terrace 
having lived through the 
Blitz a flood was not that 
frightening.

HB

100th Birthday Celebrations
Jane Castling has held 
charity fund-raising markets 
on her lawn on selected 
Sundays throughout the 
summer. On each chosen 
Sunday the contents of the 
collection bottles at the 
gates, and the stall rentals 
paid by the stall holders, 
are donated to a specific 
charity. Many of the stall 
holders also incidentally 
raise funds for other named 
charities. Jane provides 
welcome cups of tea and 
coffee, as well as a generous 
supply of delicious biscuits, 
throughout the day. Most 
of our stall holders have 
been faithful participants 
since the markets began 
and they really enjoy their 
days on the lawn and help 
to make the whole day 
great fun. This year, with 
the gloomy economic 
forecasts and reports in the 
media, many people have 
been unable to contribute 
with their accustomed 
generosity; nevertheless, I 
think Jane can be proud of 
her contribution to village 

life, to the fun enjoyed by 
locals and visitors alike, and 
to the totals collected for 
the various organisations.
April 24: 
MacMillan Nurses & Marie 
Curie Trust    £270
May 15:
Air Ambulance      £201
June 5:
German Shepherd Dogs, 
Bodmin                £187.14
June 19:
Cornwall Wildlife Trust               
     £232
June 26:
Castle Goff Cat Rescue, 
Lanteglos              £190
July 24:
Merlin Trust           £240
August 21:
Coastwatch           £314
Sept 4:
RSPCA                     £165

This means that 
during the year,  the 
very worthwhile total of 
£1,799.14 was raised! 
Congratulations and thank 
you, Jane! See you next 
year!

AR

Jane’s Valency Lawn Markets 2011

Adrian & Staff 
Welcome you to the

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.co.uk

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
1st Oct: Festive Road
8th Oct: Shellin’ Snails
15th Oct: Alison’s Kitchen
 22nd Oct: Mood Indigo
29th Oct: Tank Slappers
5th Nov: Blue Slate

10th Nov: Mad Dog Mcrea
19th Sept: Whiskey Thieves
26th Nov: Atomic 80s 
3rd Dec: to be confirmed
10th Dec: February Mad
17th Dec: Whiskey Thieves
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On August 29th 1911, the 
first British Lady Aviator 
received a Pilot’s Licence. 
The British Women’s Pilots 
Association decided to 
instigate a National Event 
to celebrate by encouraging 
260 Airfield’s across the 
UK to take as many ladies 
flying as possible on August 
29th 2011. Pete White, 
of Cornwall Flying Club, 
organised the centenary 
flights at Bodmin Airfield.

On Bank Holiday 
Monday aircraft flew into 
Bodmin airfield from as 
far away as Bournemouth, 
High Wycombe and Wales 
to take part in the 100th 
Anniversary Celebrations.  
All the pilots and site crew 
on the day volunteered to 
gave their time and fuel 
for free. Pete said “I am 
proud to announce that 
Bodmin Airfield were able 
to fly 102 ladies, some in 
fancy dress with large hats 
and all sporting amazing 
smiles upon landing (even 
the nervous ladies returned 
with a smile)”. Amongst 
the ladies who took to the 
skies that day were Joan 
Kinsman, her daughter 
Joanne, Philippa Arthan 
and her daughter Rhea 
who all thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience..

During the year Bodmin 
Airfield hosts many other 
event’s including young 
aviator days run by the 
charity “Feet off the 
ground” enabling disabled 
and disadvantaged young 
people to take to the skies.

Cornwall Flying Club 
has been based at the 
airfield since the 1970’s 
and offer’s expert tuition 
to people wishing to gain 
their Private Pilots Licence. 
Gift vouchers are available 
for trial flights over the 
beautiful Cornish Coastline 
(don’t forget your camera). 
The club is always open to 
visitors, the Windsock Cafe 
providing excellent meals 
and corporate facilities. For 
any further information 
please contact Bodmin 
Airfield on 01208 821463.

Hilda Beatrice Hewlett 
was born in Vauxhall, 
London in 1864. She was 
educated at home and then 
attended the National Art 

Training School in South 
Kensington. She specialized 
in three skills which 
served her well in her later 
aviation engineering career: 
woodwork, metalwork, and 
needlework.

Hewlett spent a year 
in Germany training as 
a nurse, then returned to 
England. In 1888, she 
married Maurice Hewlett, 
a lawyer who later became 
a well-known novelist and 
poet. The Hewletts were 
keen on the new sport of 

bicycling. The Hewlett’s 
had two children, Pia 
and Francis. The couple 
separated in 1914, a 
major factor was because 
Mr Hewlett was not 
sympathetic to his wife’s 
involvement in aviation.

Hilda loved speed: first 
bicycles, then motor cars 
and ultimately aeroplanes. 
In 1900, she learned to 
drive - this was in an age 
when a motorist had to 
hire someone to walk in 
front of them with a red 
flag - to prevent collisions 

with pedestrians or other 
vehicles. In 1906, Hilda 
was passenger/mechanic 
for Muriel Hind, the sole 
female driver in a motorcar 
race from Land’s End to 
John o’ Groats, driving a 
Singer Tricar.

Britain’s first official 
major air show was held in 
Blackpool in 1909. Pilots 
gave breathtaking displays 
to an amazed crowd. Henri 
Farman completed the first  
round of the course to huge 
applause. He also set the 

first official British record 
with a flight of just over 47 
miles. Hilda was one of the 
200,000 spectators of these 
early flying machines and 
she promptly decided to 
devote herself to aviation. 

Later that year,  adopting 
the pseudonym “Mrs Grace 
Bird”, she travelled to the 
airfield at Mourmelon-le-
Grand, France, to study 
aeronautics. She met Gustav 
Blondeau, an engineer 
who worked on aeroplanes 
for Farman Brothers and 
they became business 

Celebrating Hilda Hewlett, First Lady of British Aviation

a Farman biplane

Philippa, with pilot Ed and his 1965 Beech V35 Bonanza

SUE  WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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partners. Hilda returned 
to England with Blondeau 
and a Farman biplane, 
nicknamed the Blue Bird, 
and, in the summer of 
1910, they opened the first 
flying school in the United 
Kingdom at the Brooklands 
motor-racing circuit at 
Weybridge, Surrey. Many 
people gained their first 
experience of flying at the 
Hewlett-Blondeau Flying 
School, including Thomas 
Sopwith, who went on 
to become a famous 
aeroplane builder. Thirteen 
pupils graduated from the 
school in the year and a 
half it operated and, with 
a safety record remarkable 
for the time, there were no 
accidents.

On 29 August 1911, 
at Brooklands, Hilda 
Hewlett became the first 
woman in the UK to earn 
a pilot’s licence when she 
received certificate No.122 
from the Royal Aero Club 
after completing the test 
in her biplane. Hewlett 
taught her son, Francis, 
to fly; he earned his pilot’s 
certificate on 14 November 
1911 and went on to have 
a distinguished military 
aviation career in both the 
UK and New Zealand, 
making him the first 
military pilot taught to fly 
by his mother.

Hilda Hewlett

Hilda participated in 
airshows and aviation 
competitions. In September 
1911 she flew her Farman 
biplane in an airshow 
at Chelson Meadow, 
Plymouth and in 1912 
Hilda won a quick-start 
aviation competition.

Hewlett and Blondeau 
started an aircraft 
manufacturing business. 
The company built Farman, 
Caudron and Hanriot 
aircraft under licence. 
They moved production to 
Battersea in 1912 and then 
to Leagrave, Bedfordshire in 
1914 as government orders 
necessitated expansion. By 
August 1914 the company 
had produced 10 different 
types of aircraft. During 
WWI, they manufactured 
over 800 military aircraft 
and employed up to 700 
people. Hilda was described 
as an ‘indefatigable worker, 
good organiser and shrewd 
business woman’. She was 
an easily recognisable figure 
with a ruddy complexion, 
Eton crop, unusual clothes 
and often driving a large 
fast car with her Great 
Dane in the back. 

After the war the 
business diversified into 
farming equipment, but 
the factory had closed by 
the end of October 1920. 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General 
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt:  07733 937486            Teri Roberts
Email:  trim-n-edge@tiscali.co.uk

Hewlett Road, in Luton, 
was named in recognition 
of the importance of the 
company towards the war 
effort.

In 1927, “the urge 
to escape from the three 
Cs, crowds, convention, 
and civilization, became 
strong”, and Hilda, with 
her daughter Pia Richards 
and Pia’s family, emigrated 
to Tauranga, New Zealand. 
She was an enthusiastic 
gardener, loved camping, 
fly fishing and deep-sea 
fishing. In June 1932 Hilda 

attended the inaugural 
meeting of the Tauranga 
Aero and Gliding Club, 
and subsequently was 
elected as the club’s first 
president. Also in 1932, 
she became the first 
woman passenger to make 
a “through flight” from 
London to New Zealand 
via Batavia (now Jakarta). 
The trip took eleven days, 
in a Fokker FVIIb/3m, a 
KLM airliner.

Hilda Hewlett died 
in 1943 aged 79. She was 
buried at sea.
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Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist 
Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
38 Penmead Road,
Delabole
PL33 9AP
Tel: 01840 214818
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church, 
Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Church of England:
Revd Robert Thewsey
The Rectory,
Forrabury,
Boscastle
PL35 0DJ
Tel: 01840 250359
Religious Society  
of Friends:
Quakers meet each 
Sunday at 10.30am in the 
John Betjeman Centre, 
Wadebridge

From the Methodist 
Minister
Over recent weeks we 
have shared together with 
the other Churches in our 
Camelford and Week St. 
Mary Methodist Circuit 
in welcoming our new 
Superintendent Minister, 
the Rev. Stephen Caddick.  
Stephen will be living in 
our Camelford Manse and 
as well as caring for a group 
of Churches will be leading 
the work of the Circuit.
This allows me to step-
back into an active 
Supernumerary role 
of caring for a group 
of Churches including 
Boscastle.

At the time of writing 
this article we are being 
reminded of the 10th 
Anniversary of the 
9/11 Terrorist attacks 
in America, and in our 
Country are reflecting on 

Dear friends
I write this article in the 
midst of a tremendous 
thunder storm, (9th Sep) 
hoping, and praying, that 
the power does not get 
cut off, which would then 
mean that I cannot meet the 
deadline for the editorial 
team…….hopefully you 
are reading this, and so I 
managed it.

But listening to, and 
seeing the magnificence of 
the storm as it passes over 
head reminds me of the 
glory of God, the sheer 
power of the Almighty, 
something that we tend 
to forget as many of the 
reflections on God centre 
around the gentleness, and 
beauty of creation. 

But today the thunder 
also is a poignant reminder 
to me of the terrible effects 

the ‘Riots’ in our principal 
cities in early August.  
Add to this the World’s 
focus on the drought and 
famine situation in East 
Africa.  This all leads to the 
conclusion that we live in a 
troubled world.

Amidst all of this we 
are preparing in most 
of the Churches in this 
country to share in Harvest 
Festival Celebrations, with 
the indications being that 
it has been a fairly good 
harvest.  Details of the 
Harvest Celebrations at 
our Boscastle Methodist 
Church are given below.

As I was thinking about 
all of this the title of the 
song made famous by Louis 
Armstrong some years ago 
came to mind – ‘What 
a Wonderful World’.  In 
that song he sings of the 
world of nature, of people 
freely associating, and the 

potential for the newly 
born.  For me the song 
presents a picture of a 
world as it should be, and 
what is more as it could be.  
To bring about that world 
however makes demands 
on us all to advocate for 
the underprivileged, accept 
that all other human beings 
are equals, and be prepared 
to make adjustments to 
our lifestyles in order that 
everyone has an equal share 
of the world’s resources and 
opportunities.

Wouldn’t it be a great 
day to have everyone 
able to sing that for them 
our world is a wonderful 
world?  To bring it about 
needs much change but 
dreams do become realities 
occasionally.

You are invited to 
share in our Harvest 
Celebrations at Boscastle 
Methodist Church on 
Sunday, September 25th 
at 11am and 6pm, and 
in the Harvest Songs of 
Praise, Supper and Sale on 
Monday, September 26th at 
7pm.

8 Fore Street
Camelford
PL32 9PG

T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

42 Fore Street
Bodmin

PL31 2HW
T 01208 72328
F 01208 77881

bodmin@sproullllp.co.uk

The Rock
Port Isaac
PL29 3RN

T 01840 212315
F 01840 212792

www.sproullllp.co.uk

S P RO U L L
SOLICITORS

ACCIDENT CLAIMS

PROBATE

BUSINESSES

CONVEYANCING

WILLS

DIVORCE/CHILDREN

Sproull Solicitors LLP

camelford@sproullllp.co.uk

Also book in your diaries, 
Thursday, November 17th at 
10.30am, which is the date 
of the Christmas Coffee 
Morning at the Chapel.

Every Blessing,
Bryan Ede
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of 9/11, what sounds 
must those people who 
were trapped in the Twin 
Towers have heard? 
What must they have 
felt as they themselves 
felt the shudder of the 
building around them?

I know that in 
church this Sunday I 
will be remembering 
the devastation of 9/11 
and the change that 
that particular event 
has had on all of our 
lives. But we should 
also remember that 
we should never give 
up hope, we all should 
strive towards peace 
and pursue peace until 
all of us living on this 
beautiful planet can 
live in peace with those 
around us.

R e m e m b r a n c e 
Sunday is also coming 
up for me in the next few 
weeks, and once again 
on that Sunday we will 
gather as a community 
to remember those in 
the world who sacrificed 
their lives so that we 
might live in freedom. 
The final living link with 
WWI has now been 
broken and that World 
War is now firmly part 
of our history, but we 
must never lose sight of 
the fact that our nation 
is still at war, our troops 
are still fighting for 
freedom around the 
world and they need 
us to remember their 
sacrifice and the sacrifice 
of their families as they 
see their loved ones 
go out to serve their 
county not knowing if 
they will return. So if 
you are able to support 

the Remembrance 
Day service on 13th 
November, 10.55am at 
Forrabury Church, and 
then later at the village 
war memorial, then 
please, please do join us 
to give thanks for our 
freedom, and also to pray 
for those who have laid 
down their lives so that 
we may live in peace.

On a lighter note may 
I thank you all for the 
support for the Church 
Fete on Jane’s lawn at the 
end of August, we had a 
truly magnificent day, 
and raised the largest 
amount of money that 
our fete has ever raised 
– over £2,200,. So thank 
you for all the hard work, 
and also for coming 
along and supporting 
the church at that event.

The Songs of Praise in 
the Harbour that same 
evening also brought 
in £100 for the work 
of the RNLI, and what 
a privilege it was to be 
singing in the harbour 
on such a beautiful 
Summer evening, even if 
it did end up being a bit 
cold!!

Thanks must also go 
to the Boscastle Chamber 
of Trade and Commerce 
for allowing me to host 
another service at the 
end of the Food and Arts 
Festival, and I hope that 
many of you come to the 
event to enjoy this very 
different style of worship 
and also some great food 
and fellowship.

With all God’s 
blessings for a blessed 

Christmas and New 
Year

Fr Robert

John was born to Fred 
and Joan Sandercock late 
of 7 Marine Terrace on 
November 4th 1937 and 
was the first of 3 children 
with a brother Rodney and 
a sister Barbara following. 
John attended school 
in Boscastle excelling 
in music. A member of 
Boscastle Silver Band, he 
was a cornet soloist who 
regularly performed at the 
Boscastle Floral Dance.

After leaving school 
he joined the RAF for 10 
years during which time he 
played in the RAF band. He 
was stationed in Singapore 
and Germany and excelled 
in marksmanship.

After leaving the service, 
he worked for a number of 
years in a variety of jobs 
in the Kings Lynn area of 
Norfolk during this time 
John had 3 children Mandy, 
Claire and Damian from a 
first marriage.

John later returned to 
Boscastle, living at Clifton 
House. During this time he 
worked on a farm and also 
in the Wellington Hotel. 
It was whilst working at 

John Sandercock
1937-2011

the Wellington that John 
met Sandi Oldenkamp. 
John and Sandi married 
on November 21st 1987 
in Portland Oregon after 
a whirlwind romance, as a 
result of which John moved 
to Portland with his wife 
where he has lived since.

Whilst in Portland, 
John worked for Columbia 
Guard Services and Naito 
Corporation as head 
of security and master 
gardener.

John retired in 2003 and 
was then able to concentrate 
on his own garden, making 
it a showplace and also 
helping neighbours in 
whatever ways he could. He 
enjoyed trips to see friends 
and family and in latter 
years, being in contact with 
family in the UK through 
the internet.

John died suddenly on 
July 12th of a heart attack 
and leaves wife Sandi and 
children Mandy, Claire 
and Damian, loving sister 
and brother Barbara 
and Rodney, nieces and 
nephews Necia and Louise, 
Gary, Richard and Adrian.
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Situated at the top of the village on the main road 
between the Pea Pod Gallery and the petrol station 

just behind the red and white ice-cream shop.

Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea

18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3SB
01208 880849

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our 
own boat ‘Mary D’ Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, 

boxed to take home or even alive.  
We also have a selection of wet fish, Mussels, Oysters and 
award winning smoked fish. Coffee, cakes and lots more.

Raymund lived in Boscastle 
for a quarter of a century. 
He came here “to get out of 
the rat race” and to try to 
make his living as an artist. 
He did both. He also made 
himself a part of village life: 
his pictures hang on many 
walls, his eccentricities 
are still discussed. We will 
miss his face shining with 
enthusiasm for his latest 
cause and his slight figure in 
thin running gear whatever 
the weather will live on in 
the memory.

Running was a part of 
his life. The records set at 
school still stand, as do 
his club records set as a 
veteran at Newquay and 
Par Athletic Club. As a 
young man he ran with, or 
against, names that were to 
go on to greatness, Seb Coe 
and Steve Ovett among 
them. He had to choose 
between being a runner 
who painted, or a painter 
who ran. He chose to put 
painting first.

RAYMUND ROGERS
12 12 1958 – 16 6 11

Raymund was born 
in Yorkshire 52 years 
ago. He went to St Bede’s 
Catholic Grammar School, 
Batley Art College and 
the Liverpool School of 
Art. For a short time he 
taught at Batley, leaving 
when he got a place at the 
Royal Academy Schools 
in London. Tuition there 
is free but supporting 
himself was more difficult. 
He won a series of small 
scholarships, and became 
a vegetarian as “lentils were 
cheaper”.

He came to Boscastle 
in 1986. Like lentils he 
thought that it would be 
cheaper, and a picture 
postcard suggested it would 
be beautiful. He found 
himself a tiny cottage in 
Marine Terrace and it was 
his home for the rest of his 
life. For several years each 
summer he would pack his 
car full of canvasses and 
leave for France, or Italy. 
He came back only when 

each canvas had the basics 
of a picture which would 
be worked up during the 
winter.

The hard-to-please art 
critic Brian Sewell saw 
an early exhibition and 
wrote that “Raymund 
handles oil paint with the 
deft flickering touch of 
a pastellist, never heavy 
handed, at times more 
French than English”.

Raymund found his 
style early on and saw no 
reason to vary it. As he was 
as adept at landscape as at 
portraits, at seascape as at a 
life study perhaps he found 
the variety of his subjects 
adventurous enough.

He was a brilliant 
draughtsman. A few deft 
strokes and children are 
caught as they paddle on 
the shoreline, or young girls 
sit quietly talking. His great 
strength was his handling 
of light, particularly that 
special light of sunlit 
beaches where yellow 
sand and shimmering sea 

combine to dazzle the eye 
and blur the outline of 
bathers standing in gentle 
waist high surf. For that he 
would be difficult to equal. 
His work was shown at the 
Royal Society of Portrait 
Painters, the Royal Society 
of British Artists, the 
Royal Academy Summer 
Exhibition on several 
occasions and at his six or 
seven selected galleries.

Raymund was happy 
both to share his knowledge 
and to encourage others to 
try for his skills. He held 
master classes and once, at 
an Art in Action exhibition 
in Oxfordshire, painted a 
still life – of his old running 
shoes – while answering 
questions from a fascinated 
audience.

When he bought 
his cottage it was 
unmodernised. He did little 
to improve it. He was not a 
man for creature comforts. 
If something worked it was 
good enough. His Bakelite 
telephone belonged in a 
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museum. There was one 
armchair. Nor was he a man 
for housework. If invited to 
lunch, one needed to wipe 
the spoon carefully before 
tucking into the nettle 
soup. The wine was safer. 
He had a fine palate and 
a deep thirst for good red 
wine, preferably French.

Despite its sparseness 
his cottage was his castle. 
He was devastated when 
the Jordan flooded in 
August 2004 and five feet 
of water poured through 
his sanctuary. It left behind 
two feet of silt. He set to to 
shovel it out and refused to 
be evacuated. But in some 
ways it knocked the stuffing 
out of him. For a while he 
did very little painting.

His refusal to move 
out although left with no 
water or electricity was 
typical of him. It was at 
one with his stubbornness, 
determination & refusal to 
compromise. In many ways 
this made relationships 
difficult. Artists do their 
work alone. It can need 
focus to the exclusion of 
the demands of domestic 
life. Raymund longed 
for companionship but 
was not able to make the 
necessary adjustments 
to his ways. He found it 
easier to commit himself 
to people in general, which 
could be done as and when 
he wished, than to any one 
person.

If in many ways his 
life was ascetic, it was not 
monk-like. Women friends 
came over the years, but 
always they went. Many 
stayed in touch. Raymund 

had a warm, affectionate 
side that could be 
endearing. He was also the 
eternal optimist: the glass 
always half full.

One of the great 
pleasures of the last years of 
his life was singing with the 
Boscastle Buoys – Roger 
Nichols, Simon Biddick 
and Hedley Venning – on 
Tuesday nights at the 
Napoleon Inn. In their first 
season they raised £500 for 
ShelterBox. After that their 
good cause was the Mount 
Edgecumbe Hospice, 
where he was to die. 
Raymund loved Boscastle’s 
pubs with their warmth 
and companionship, the 
Guinness and laughter.

He was a firm believer 
in alternative medicines. 
After his primary cancer 
was removed by surgery 
he was advised to have 
chemo and radiotherapy 
to reduce the dangers of 
secondaries or, at the very 
least, to try to keep them at 

bay for several more years. 
He refused. He wanted to 
show that his alternative 
methods would do the job 
just as well. They failed.

When he had accepted 
that he was dying he went 
almost daily to work in 
Minster churchyard, and to 
meditate. He had a deeply 
spiritual side. Sometimes it 
was allied to practicality. He 
cleared the rhododendrons 
from the south bank of the 
churchyard, and pruned 
and shaped trees along its 
boundaries. It was all “to 
let the sun in, to let the 

RAYMUND 
ROGERS

light in”. It was also where 
he wished to be buried.

He and his friends 
planted hundreds of 
snowdrop bulbs at 
Minster. They will bloom 
early next spring and will 
remind us of Raymund 
as will our memories of 
his many kindnesses and, 
perhaps above all, his huge 
enthusiasm for and love of 
Boscastle and its people. 
He gave much and, when 
he could do so little for 
himself at the end, received 
much.

David Whitaker

Relieve stress & tension with a back/
body Swedish massage. Relaxing 

aromatherapy/holistic massage with 
soothing essential oils.

Facial massage

LYNNE KELLY

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

St Gennys & Local areas

I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 01840 230933

Mobile: 07751 508800

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves 
andd whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis, 
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain, 
minor aches and pains. 
Slimming Treatment. G5.
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The Reading Room
Summer came to the little, 
Cornish fishing village and, 
like the rest of the folk there, 
the bookworms scurried 
about fulfilling their roles 
in the community. It was 
so important to ensure 
the visitors were made 
comfortable and happy 
during their stay amongst 
us. Increasingly the 
bookworms were finding 
they had to lay aside their 
books so that the necessary 
work would get done. Their 
days began early, before the 
sun had climbed very high 
in the sky, and they ended 
when the last visitor had 
taken to their bed. This 
left little time, or energy, to 
spend loosing themselves 
in the pages of a book. 
They came to The Reading 
Room as often as they 
could but finally they all 
agreed it was not possible 
to continue whilst the 
height of summer engulfed 
them. A quiet sadness fell 
on the fellowship.

Then one amongst 
us stood and spoke. The 
bookworm reminded us of 
the words of an old Cornish 
song.
‘ Trim your feeble lamps my 
brother, some poor sailor 
tempest tossed
   Trying hard to reach the 
harbour in the darkness 
may be lost.
   Let your harbour lights 
keep burning send their 
beam across the waves
   Some poor fainting, 
struggling seaman, you may 
rescue, you may save.’

We pondered on these 
words until the bookworm 
spoke again.

‘We must light our 
reading lamps and keep 
them shining until we can 
all reach the safe harbour of 
The Reading Room when 
the visitors have left and the 
little fishing village sighs in 
anticipation of a time of 
rest and rejuvenation ready 
for the return of all our 
friends from afar.’

A cheer went up 
followed by much chatter 
and excitement. Then each 
bookworm spoke in turn 
offering their chosen lamp 
to help us navigate our 
way back to The Reading 
Room. Read on and listen 
to their choices. Maybe 
they will help you navigate 
to your nearest reading 
room. Who knows?

‘Anybody Out There’ by 
Marian Keyes 

Marian Keyes is 
considered the Queen of 
Chic Lit but don’t let this 
put you off. Beneath the 
humour runs a dark vein 
and her books cover issues 
such as drug addiction, 
rape, terminal illness and 
depression. This book 
deals beautifully with grief 
and loss, but isn’t at all 
depressing. Marian deftly 
steers an emotional roller 
coaster of a plot to a very 
satisfying conclusion. 
It had me laughing and 
crying out loud. 

I discovered Marian 
Keyes at a second hand 
bookshop while I was 
travelling in Nepal. She was 
nestled among the Stephen 
King and Frederick Forsyth 
novels that almost seem 
to breed on the shelves of 
these shops. Picked as “best 

of a bad bunch” - I’m no 
fan of chic lit - I quickly 
became a convert. Her 
stories are bristling with 
humour and pathos. Like a 
good cup of tea, sometimes 
only a Marian Keyes will 
hit the spot!

‘One Day’ by David 
Nicholls

‘One Day’ follows the 
one-off relationship of 
Emma and Dexter over 
twenty years from university 
to middle life. Nicholls 
keeps his characters firmly 
in the context of the 
contemporary social scene, 
the pressures and career 
changes occurring to every 
young liberated person 
since the 1980s. Will they/
won’t they finally commit is 
a slightly hackneyed literary 
convention, from Kathy/
Heathcliffe onwards (do 
you remember the coffee 
ad saga - can’t remember 
the brand of coffee, only 
the story line, so that didn’t 
work well, did it?). Nicholls 
succeeds in making you 
genuinely care what 
happens to its protagonists. 
It’s chief merit as a novel is 
readability and constant 
references, to someone 
of my generation, to the 

events that punctuated 
the years. Nicholls has an 
encyclopaedic memory 
for political incident, pop 
groups and style changes 
over the decades, constant 
reminders of what we were 
doing when...

The book is a winning 
combination of humour 
and sadness, an enjoyable 
experience for just the 
now. 

‘The Wicked Day’ by 
Mary Stewart  

Set in Britain in the latter 
part of King Arthur’s reign, 
approximately the early 
sixth century, ‘The Wicked 
Day ‘tells Mordred’s story. 
The story follows on from 
Mary Stewart’s Merlin 
trilogy but is not part of 
it. Takes a legend, which 
is fairly scant, and makes 
a very good narrative out 
of it. Very well written, 
with good characterisation. 
Also interesting because 
of local associations 
Mary Stewart is somewhat 
out of vogue of late (I think 
partly because a lot of her 
books have off putting 
seventies covers!). But I’d 
recommend trying this as a 
gripping but not too taxing 
summer read. 
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The Reading Room
continued from page 18

‘The Help’ by Katherine 
Stockett

I highly recommend 
this book. Three people 
recommended it to me. 
Wonderfully written. 
Insights into the lives and 
feelings of African American 
women who were servants 
in white homes during the 
1960s are poignant at times 
and heart-warming at other 
times. Even in the best of 
white homes, servants were 
servants and did not have 
a relationship with the 
families. Ironically, close 
and lasting relationships 
were formed between them 
and the children of white 
families, sometimes to the 
point that the children 
preferred the servants to 
their parents. Be prepared 
to meet three unforgettable 
women: 22year-old Skeeter 
has just returned home 
after graduating. She may 
have a degree, but it is 
1962, Mississippi, and her 
mother will not be happy 
till Skeeter has a ring on 
her finger. Skeeter would 

normally find solace with her 
beloved maid Constantine, 
the woman who raised 
her, but Constantine has 
disappeared and no one 
will tell Skeeter where she 
has gone. Aibileen is a 
black maid, a wise, regal 
woman raising her 17th 
white child. Something 
has shifted inside her after 
the loss of her own son, 
who died while his ‘bosses’, 
looked the other way. She 
is devoted to the little girl 
she looks after, though she 
knows both their hearts 
may be broken. Minny, 
Aibileen’s best friend, is 
short, fat, and described 
as “the sassiest woman in 
Mississippi”. She can cook 
like nobody’s business, but 
she can’t mind her tongue, 
so she’s lost yet another 
job. Minny finally finds 
a position working for 
someone new to town...

It is a wonderful first 
novel, fiction but very 
loosely based on the author’s 
own life in Mississippi- but 
she had to distance herself 
and wrote it in New York.

‘A Fine Balance’ by 
Rohinton Mistry.

A fabulous story set in 
India, involving a pair of 
tailors and their various 
trials and tribulations. It 
vividly describes the chaotic 
way of life and unfairness 
of the caste system in 
that country. Thoroughly 
recommended.

‘A Thousand Splendid 
Suns’ by Khaled Hosseini

Having really enjoyed 
The Kite Runner, I was very 
keen to read something else 
by the same author. It was 
also read and thoroughly 
recommended by friends.

The story is a deeply 
moving account set in 
the last three decades of 
Afghanistan’s troubled 
history. It takes you from 
Tribal Wars, to the Russian 
invasion, to the arrival of 
Taliban dominance.

It was a totally gripping, 
heart wrenching account 
involving the difficulties 
endured by such very 
memorable characters: their 
families, their friendships, 
life for women beneath the 
burkah, their treatment 
from the men in their lives 
and each generations’ fight 
for survival.

Inspired, spectacular 
writing! I’d read it again.

‘Sister’ by Rosamund 
Lipton

Rosamund Lipton calls 
my favourite book, which I 
have read recently, ‘Sister’. 
It was her first novel and I 
really hope she will write 
more as I couldn’t put the 
book down. One sister 
went missing but eventually 
was found. They believed it 
was suicide but the other 

sister did not believe this 
was so, and pursued a very 
dangerous path to find the 
truth!

‘We Are All Made of 
Glue.’ by Marina Lewycka

 I have recently read 
this book and found it 
interesting. It has a unique 
and witty approach. Marina 
is also the author of ‘A 
Short History of Tractors 
in Ukrainian’ and ‘Two 
Caravans’. 

‘The Island’ by Victoria 
Hislop

Victoria Hislop’s novel 
The Island, won her 
‘Newcomer of the Year’ 
at the 2007 British Book 
Awards.

In the summer of 2001, 
whilst on holiday in Crete 
with husband Ian and their 
two children, she noticed 
an entry about Spinalonga 
in the guidebook which 
intrigued her: “Abandoned 
leper colony on a small island 
off the coast. Boats every half 
an hour.”

She had already visited 
lots of classical sites and the 
idea of visiting somewhere 
with a more contemporary 
history really appealed to 
her. As soon as she landed 
on the island, she found 
the whole atmosphere 
absolutely electrifying and 
knew she had to write a 
story about it. I loved this 
book and could not put it 
down. Several years later 
I still get shivers when I 
recall it.

We wish you enjoyment 
and adventures in your 
summer reading until we 
meet again in The Reading 
Room

Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key
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Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Situated in the old,
upper part of this 
beautiful harbour village, 
with its spectacular 
coast and countryside

Tel: 01840 250412

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle, PL35 0BD

●   9 ensuite Rooms
●   Bed and Breakfast
●   Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 01840 250114
Vacuum & Brush                    

 - no mess
Servicing & Repairs
Cowls & Bird guards
20 mile radius

•

•
•
•

Stove Installations
Flue lining 
HETAS certification 

•
•
•

We’re back!  By the sounds 
of what the children have 
said they thoroughly 
enjoyed their summer 
break! Back tracking a 
little, I would like to thank 
everyone involved in Duck 
Race Day in July – I think 
that Sunday was summer 
as I seem to remember it 
being warm (even hot!) 
and sunny. We had a lovely 
day with plenty of help and 
many visitors throughout 
the day both old friends 
who came to support us 
and tourists visiting for the 
day. We raised £1811- a 
fantastic effort and much 
appreciated.

During the last half of 
the summer term, the older 
children were studying 
Macbeth and the children 
were asked to write about 
King Duncan’s death from 
the point of view of a 
character of their choice.  

Lydia pretended that she 
was one of the cooks and 
wrote the following.
I am one of the main cooks, 
my name is Sandy and it all 
started at about 9 o’clock 
at night. I was in Macbeth’s 
castle. I was just cleaning 
the worktop when Lady 
Macbeth barged in, she 
never came in. She poured 
a glass of water and strolled 
straight back out.

After I had cleaned 
the kitchen I went to do 
Macbeth’s washing, a 
storm started and it felt like 
the windows were going 
to smash. I was petrified 
but everyone else was just 
quiet and seemed to be 
walking stiffly. I thought 

that it was a bit odd but I 
just ignored it. Lightning 
lit the sky so I carried on 
washing Macbeth’s clothes 
I was just going to the 
dining room to lay the table 
for tomorrow (Macbeth 
was very organized).

I was just acted normal 
and carried on working but 
something was bugging me 
I knew that something was 
wrong. Suddenly I saw a 
shadow of what looked like 
Macbeth, he was as white 
as a ghost. 

At last it was morning. 
There was a scream loud 
enough to deafen a snake. 
I ran up stairs but I did not 
know which room it was 
coming from. As I went 
closer to king chambers it 
was getting louder, I went 
in, the king lay on his bed 
stabbed in the heart the 
others came  we rang the 
sheriff.

And so to the Autumn 
Term – The great thing 
about being in education 
is that you get two new 
year’s days! We would like 
to welcome, Ruby, Jay, 
Marshall, Logan, Harry, 
Olivia and Samuel to our 
school and hope they all 
settle in quickly and make 
the most of all the fantastic 
opportunities that will 
be open to them in their 
primary years. We have a 
busy term ahead  with a very 
important daily dose of the 
3R’s and a whole school 
topic on sustainability-not 
to mention the festivities 
at the end of term! We 
look forward to sharing 
our news with you as we 
progress through the year.

some of the cast of the Liitle Mermaid, Boscastle School’s summer play
Copyright photos courtesy David Flower



Boscastle Blowhole Summer �011    Page �1

CAROLYN EDWARDS
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

MONDAy - FRIDAy 9-6PM. ( EVENINGS AVAILABLE)
(saturdays for weddings & special occasions only) 

LADIES,  GENTS & CHILDREN’S HAIRDRESSING IN THE 
COMFORT OF yOuR OWN HOME.

22 yEARS ExPERIENCE  & EARPIERCING
35 Clover lane Close

Boscastle
pl350al

01840250051 / 07966249815
email carolyn@boscastle35.freeserve.co.uk

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce

Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:

Shirley Wakelin (secretary)  250314
Chris Searle (treasurer)  250225

Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary)  250397
Membership fee is £20 per year and is open 

to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

This year’s 6th Boscastle 
Food, Arts and Crafts 
Festival brags eight 
extraordinarily talented 
Chefs form Cornwall. 
Demonstrating their 
culinary skills throughout 
the two day event, Saturday 
1st & Sunday 2nd October 
2011.

The Festival organised 
by the Boscastle Chamber 
of Trade & Commerce 
and a team of volunteers, 
has proved to be a great 
success raising thousands 
of pounds for local 
charities. Last year’s 
charitable contributions 
exceeded £8,800. This 
year being no exception to 
the rule hence the fantastic 
line up of Chefs, a host of 

stalls selling, tasty produce 
and original Arts & Crafts

Demonstrations from 
our visiting Chefs start 
early over the weekend and 
include: Nathan Outlaw, 
St Enodoc Hotel, Rock, 
2 Michelin Star holder: 
Paul Ainsworth, No 6, 
Padstow, this year’s winner 
of the Great British Menu: 
Paul Harwood, St Petroc’s, 
Rick Stein Padstow: Aaron 
Jane, Silks, Atlantic Hotel 
Newquay: Martin Dorey, 
VW Campervan, National 
Trust, Presenter & author, 
Camper Van Cooking: 
Adrian Oliver, Margot’s, 
Padstow assisted by Phil 
Thomas, Rosewarne Manor: 
Andy Appleton, Fifteen 
Cornwall, Watergate Bay.

Combined with a village 
full of interesting local arts 
and crafts, the opportunity 
to visit a rarely opened 
sculpture garden and the 
marquees packed to the 
gunnels with local produce 
and you have a weekend 
just simmering with great 
tastes and talent!

Also in the village there 
are Community & Village 
Halls, Church & School 
and Open Gardens to be 
explored where the local 
community displays its 
talented arts and crafts, 
some serving refreshments, 
with each venue linked by 
a free  minibus.

The two day Festival gets 
underway with a spectacular 

fundraising Gala evening, 
in the Festival Marquees, on 
Thursday 29th September 
at 7.30pm, featuring music 
from “The Harry Peanut 
Show” while consuming 
supper from “The Cornish 
Curry Company”  and 
tipples from “Tintagel 
Brewery”. Don’t worry 
non curry fans, alternative 
edibles are available. More 
information & tickets 
from  The Visitor Centre, 
Boscastle 01840 250010.
Ongoing Information 
from:
www.boscastlefestival.
co.uk
Twitter: @ Bosfestival
Facebook: Boscastle 
Festival

Mike D

Pictured, left to right eight fantastic Cornish Chefs, Paul Ainsworth, Phil Thomas, Nathan Outlaw, Martin Dorey, 
Andy Appleton, Paul Harwood, Adrian Oliver and Aaron Jane

Boscastle Food, Arts and Crafts Festival
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Moira Hart’s 
Fiendish Crossword

1 2 3 4 5  6 7 8 9 10 10  11

11     12    13  14  

15      15 16   

17  18 19 20  21 22

 19 23    24 25 20 26  

27 22 28  24 29 25 30  

  31 32   33    34   

35 36   37  38    

39   33    40  41

36 42   43 44  45 46  

  39 47   48 41 49    

  43  50   51 52     

53   54      55    

47 46 56  57    

Across Down
 1 musk melon  1 garden plant

11 frighten  2 plant

12 gliettered  3 toad

15 morning  4 behave towards

16 laymen  5 morning

17 separated  6 willow

21 Christmas  7 higher

23 delicate  8 friend

26 pig pen  9 period of time

27 sailor 10 cloud layer

28 sun god 13 family

29 compete 14 canine molar

30 rocky hill 18 children’s service

31 prison 19 cure

33 number 20 county

34 fish eggs 22 musical instrument

35 anxieties 24 racecourse

37 insect 25 sheltered side

38 vermin 32 zodiac sign

39 implied 36 religious festival

40 belonging to you 41 colour

42 length of yarn 43 waterwheel

44 Indian prime minister 45 animal

47 condescending person 46 detection system

49 nestling hawk 48 bread roll

50 shudder 51 incite

52 man’s name 54 measurement

53 insignificant

55 mexican snack

56 beverage

57 toothed wheel

answers on page 38

County 
Coucillor 
Glenton 
Brown 
writes:

Cornwall Council is in an 
extremely valuable position 
to receive a grant for a Local 
Enterprise scheme, and this 
could well mean £275000 
over a five year period to 
help smaller businesses 
set up in the Enterprise 
zone at Newquay Airport 
to encourage an extension 
of business within the 
aerospace industry to 
encourage business to 
locate there. This gives an 
overall potential of 750 
new jobs in the aerospace 
industry and a further 350 
jobs in the wider economy 
surrounding Newquay. The 
creation of an enterprise 
zone in Newquay is 
important to the wider area 
of North Cornwall as well 
in that it will help the local 
economy and bring higher 
value jobs to an existing 
site and also important, 
safeguard the airport itself 
at this critical time.

The recent 
announcement by the 
Coalition Government to 
reduce the contributions 
paid to local authorities 
for rural bus services has 
presented Cornwall Council 
with quite a problem. The 
current grant of £7 million 
will be reduced by £2.1 
million, which means a 
drastic overhaul of current 
routes and services. Here 
in North Cornwall we 
will have to fight hard to 
maintain services due to 
less passengers carried in 
this more remote area of 
the County. We have to 
appreciate that the bus 
companies themselves  are 
operating very close to the 
bone and are coping with 
very small profits at this 
time, so we face a difficult 
problem to resolve and as I 
write this article a meeting is 
being held in County Hall 
to explore the next stages . 
However, I do not foresee 
any imminent change and I 
sincerely hope a satisfactory 
solution will be found.

Many local residents 
have been concerned 
that ever since the floods 

Wella Book
Keeping Solutions

For all bookkeeping requirements
Sole trader; Partnership & Ltd Co accounts
Year end accounts
VAT returns & filing
Self assessment tax returns & filing
PAYE and payroll
New business start up assistance









Tel: 01840 705004 for more information
Or email: keeper@wellabooks.co.uk

Qualified, experienced bookkeeper (Manual and computerised systems)
Insured and industry regulated.
Fully compliant with legal requirements to be registered under the Money Laundering 
Regulations 2007 
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NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW

Phone: 01840 211054  Mobile: 07976 412374

Will undertake any interior or exterior work 
on your house including:

Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry  

Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for 

conservatories

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP

and
POST OFFICE

For all your Grocery and every day 
essentials

Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat

Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE 
 01840 250344

We sell freshly 
baked pasties, 
handmade 
cakes, scones 
and pastries, a 
large range of 
breads, crisps 
& handmade 
cookies, take-
away teas, coffee, 
drinking chocolate

malcolm Barnecutt

4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

tel: 01840 250205

of 2004 the lane from 
Treworld to New Mills has 
been closed . I was amazed 
when I paid a visit there 
with County Highways 
and other Council bodies 
to stand in holes of over 
8’ in depth and the hedges 
completely overgrown. 
However this daunting 
prospect of restoration 
looks like being resolved. 
I am extremely hopeful of 
a grant from Highways to 
have this stretch of lane 
restored during the next 
year. It is most important 
for the tourist business in 
the Boscastle and North 
Cornwall area with its 
noted history of Thomas 
Hardy and not to mention 
Boscastle new potatoes!

I had a meeting with the 
car park panel which was 
touring the county recently 
and they have agreed to do 
their utmost to introduce 
charging from 10am until 
5 pm instead of 9am until 
4pm. This will give locals 
a better opportunity for 
spaces to do their morning 
shopping, and the Council 
should benefit slightly from 
ticket sales in the afternoon. 
Also as I write this article 
a meeting is being held to 
discuss season tickets and 
coach tickets but did not 
make much headway at 
the last meeting locally. I 
hope this one will make 
some impact and that we 
will be able to get some 
improvement .I will report 
more about this later.

Finally the battle 
continues to keep the 
Camelford Leisure Centre 
open . The Coalition 
Government and the 

Cornwall Council tell us a 
lot about healthy lifestyles 
and you are not helping to 
practise healthy lifestyles 
if you close the facilities at 
Camelford. Just to remind 
you that the reason for 
closure was lack of support 
for this centre and the 
overall costs having to 
be drastically reduced. 
However, we have battled 
with County Hall that 
the neighbouring centres 
are fully subscribed and 
the cost for local people 
to travel to them anyway 
would be considerable 
and we are stressing that 
the Camelford Centre is 
included in the new Trust 
which would give us some 
vital benefits. I am happy 
to report that Councillors 
Lugg, Goodenough and 
myself have had recent 
correspondence with 
the Council leader and 
Cabinet Member and this 
has resulted in us being 
able to have a meeting 
with them on Sept 15th 
at County Hall. This will 
be absolutely crucial to 
the future of this venue. 
I cannot express enough 
my thanks to those people 
who have already joined 
the Friends of Camelford 
Leisure Centre ,and I 
welcome more people to 
join them in their future 
efforts in fundraising to help 
the centre progress, and for 
more detailed information 
you can contact Mr Rob 
Rotchell , 62 Fore Street, 
Camelford PL32 9PG or 
email robrotchell@aol.com 
. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if I can be of 
any help on 01840 770302 
or gbrown@cornwall.gov.
uk

Glenton Brown CC

County Coucillor 
continued:
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‘What it lacks in interest, 
it makes up for in brevity‘,’ 
muttered the editor. I will 
heed the not-so-hidden 
warning in the editor’s 
words as she commented 
on a document the identity 
of which I will not reveal 
in the interests of avoiding 
repercussions from the 
author, and do my utmost 
to keep these ramblings 
brief . I could have said 
the this was in response 
to repeated requests from 
our readers, but that would 
not be true, because as far 
as I am aware no-one has 
ever once mentioned me in 
correspondence, dispatches 
or, indeed, anything else 
of any note. So far, so 
good then. Managed to 
get away with it so far: just 
be grateful, I say. It was a 
very near thing: the choice 
of whether to write about 
patronising or irony. I 
think I may have decided 
to come down on the side 
of irony, leaving the ground 
clear for an exploration of 
patronising for Christmas. 
What a lovely present for 
all my lucky readers. Back 
to brevity.

Having recently 
returned from one of my 
not infrequent trips to 
Ireland, to Cobh in the 
county of Cork, I can tell 
you that most conversations 
in which I have participated 
there have lacked neither in 
interest nor brevity. In fact, 
I would go so far to say 
they are, the conversations, 
that is, famous for both 
their interesting and their 
far from brief nature. One 
of my favourite aspects 
of the country is the way 
in which one can be the 

recipient of information 
which, although it may be 
regarded as superfluous, 
is nonetheless fascinating 
and memorable. Take, 
for example, the one way 
street in Cobh, which, 
unsurprisingly, has large 
traditional red and white 
‘No Entry’ signs clearly 
displayed on both sides of 
the road as one turns into it. 
Perhaps more surprisingly, 
the local worthies charged 
with the provision of such 
Road Safety Information, 
not content with such 
paucity of information, 
after approximately fifty 
yards down this same 
road have furnished two 
prominent yellow and 
black signs which bear 
the legend ‘Wrong Way 
Turn Back’. Don’t say you 
weren’t warned. 

Such zeal is sadly not 
always evident in the 
provision of information 
to visitors to the island, 
Great Island, on which 
town of Cobh is situated. 
When I enquired at the 
newsagents in the town, 
-which appears to be a 
well stocked newsagents, 
offering a wide choice of 
newspapers, magazines 
and other sundries one 
might expect to find in 
such an establishment- if 
they could sell me a map 
of Great Island, I was told 
that no such thing existed. 
I could have a map of Cobh 
itself, a street map, but no 
map of the entire island 
had ever been produced. 
So, there was no way of  
revealing the routes of the 
many small and mysterious 
country roads which 
have unpronounceable 

Concentrate, just concentrate!
and extremely long 
destinations. Clearly, 
unless you already have a 
pretty good idea of where 
you are going or where you 
want to end up, you had 
better not venture too far 
without a well informed 
guide with personal 
experience of the area.  I 
have therefore absolutely 
no idea of what an Irish 
Satnav could possibly base 
its commentary on. Perhaps 
it says quite frequently, ‘At 
the first opportunity turn 
round.’

Some friends who were 
travelling by car around the 
famous and scenic Ring of 
Kerry were using , as the 
English naively do, a map. 
They arrived at a puzzling 
crossroads where the sign 
for a particular village 
was pointing in exactly 
the opposite direction to 
the direction indicated by 
the map. On enquiring 
of a local resident which 
the correct way was, they 
were told without a hint 
of sarcasm, irony, or any 
indication at all that 
anything even remotely 
untoward was going on, 
‘Oh, yes, it’s been like that 
since the war: it was put like 
that to confuse the enemy.’ 
Quite right, too.

An area of unbeatable and 
impenetrable confusion, 
which is enjoying an insane 
popularity by people grossly 
overpaid to produce it, is, 
of course, the area of official 
gobbledegook, a mine of 
precious and ridiculous 
misuse of our native 
language. A district council 
in Essex, allegedly, has 
renamed its Street Cleaning 
and Rubbish Collection 
Department, wait for it, 
‘Life Opportunities’ and 
is calling its Housing 
Department, here it is, 
‘Public Experience’. So, be 
very, very careful if you are 
considering applying for a 
job in Essex: you could be 
in for a surprise when you 
get to the interview. I read, 
too, with some sadness, 
that a tortoise refuge, that’s 
right, a tortoise refuge, in a 
garden at Sticker may have 
to be closed as the tortoises 
have been classified as ‘wild 
animals’, and the premises 
have been reclassified as a 
zoo with all the attendant 
legislation. Wild tortoise 
on the loose, eh? Thank 
goodness we have the 
County Council with our 
interests at heart, eager to 
spend our council tax on 
protecting us from the fear 
of a terrifying attack of 
massed tortoises.

AR.
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We have been out and 
about for our meetings in 
the last couple of months. 
June saw members meeting 
for an afternoon in the 
fresh air, and luckily some 
summer sun, for a guided 
walk around Trevigue with 
Francis Crocker at his 
family farm. During a gentle 
stroll, we were rewarded  
with spectacular views, lush 
pastures, contented cows, 
and tenanted owl-boxes - 
all in the best weather we 
had enjoyed for ages!

For our meeting in July 
we travelled to Bodmin 
Plant and Herb Nursery 
for an informative talk on 
the work of the nursery, 
propagation and growing 
commercially. There was of 
course ample time for some 
retail therapy and a chance 
to enjoy a cuppa before 
returning home with some 
planting to be done!

Boscastle WI celebrated 
its 65th anniversary this year 
with a trip to Arlington 
Court in mid July.

Travelling by the Age 
Concern Minibus (and one 
car), members arrived in 
time for coffee and cakes! 
A tour of the house was 

followed by a pre-ordered 
lunch, our redoubtable 
secretary having had the 
foresight to prepare a list 
of what we had ordered lest 
we had forgotten. A wise 
move!

Inclement weather did 
not spoil the outing with 
some brave members getting 
wet bottoms while enjoying 
a carriage ride! The Speaker’s 
Coach, used by the Queen 
for her coronation, was 
on display together with a 
wide assortment of carriages 
suitable for all occasions.

The walled kitchen 
garden was breathtaking 
in its variety and order. 
Yet again there was ample 
opportunity to partake of 
some more retail therapy 
before the journey home.

For those unable to join 
in the celebrations a gift was 
purchased to show that they 
had been thought of in their 
absence.

Boscastle WI

Sunny days have been 
few and far between so far 
this summer, but Marshgate 
WI members were lucky 
enough to have one for 
their July meeting.

Members, husbands 

Marshgate WI 
North Cornish celebrity 
Ray Shaddick had the 
ladies of Marshgate WI 
laughing like drains when 
he turned up at their 
September meeting to talk 
about his “Life Behind the 
Microphone”.

The twinkly-eyed 
“Boy from Bude” spent 
many years working as a 
Radio Cornwall presenter, 
chatting, playing music 
and dealing with requests 
before he retired.  Most 
weeks he got 40-80 record 
requests – rising to over 
500 on Mothers’ Day!

Otterham and St Juliot 
Village Hall was filled with 
giggles as Ray told the 
ladies anecdotes from his 
working life, including the 
one about the day he got a 
parking ticket. Accosting 
the warden to complain 
he had not exceeded the 
parking time, he was 
informed the ticket was 
only there with a record 
request on the back!

Ray met with many 
showbiz stars and 
politicians during his time 
as a presenter, but remains 
himself a Cornish celebrity 
beloved by many local 
people

Fresh locally produced meats 
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties

Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked

Off Licence and Pay Point
Opening hours:

Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108 
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

and friends seized the 
opportunity and set off on a 
delightful walk through the 
wooded countryside along 
the River Camel, spotting 
trout and wildflowers along 
the way.

Then it was back to 
Marshgate to the beautiful 
garden of member Ann 
Clarke and her husband 
Ken – and a chance to pile 
all those calories back on 
with a cream tea.

Wendy Trevennor

We still have plenty 
to look forward to in 
the next few months: a 
lace demonstration with 
hands-on experience, a 
talk from the Hearing 
Dogs Association and a 
chance to get some ideas 
for Christmas Sweets and 
Treats in November.  We 
shall also be in evidence 
at the Boscastle Food 
and Craft weekend at 
the Village Hall, serving 
refreshments and selling 
our home-made wares, so 
do call in and see us.

As you can see from 
the above we continue to 
flourish but we are always 
on the lookout for new 
members. We meet in 
Boscastle Village Hall on 
the second Tuesday of the 
month, starting at 7.30 pm 
from March to October, 
and 2pm during the winter 
months. Come and join us! 
SV

Arlington Court
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PENNING
P A I N T I N G
Private and CommerCial Painters and deCorators

CORNWALL DEVON

01840 250047     01626 337596

Building &
Property Maintenance

June – The weather, ah, 
the weather. Don’t the 
Brits just love to talk about 
it, so why should we be 
any different? Only thing 
is, it is different here. We 
had more rain than is usual 
in May and early June 
is no different. We have 
dug and wheel barrowed 
several tonnes of earth and 
boulders that slipped down 
the mountainside onto our 
track keeping us prisoner 
here. The vet is unable to 
negotiate our track to visit 
Barni, our male dog that 
needs castrating, so we 
negotiated the track and 
visited the vet in his garage 
instead, as you do. Then 
the thunder and lightening 
preceded an immense 
downpour while we 
waited for Barni. With no 
aftercare Barni was given 
back to us while virtually 
unconscious. Because of 
the track conditions we are 
still having to park our car 
nearly a kilometre up the 
track which is where we 
leave our wheelbarrow, so 
Barni had to arrive back 
at the farm in such an 
undignified manner also.

Now we like to pride 
ourselves on being capable 

to the extreme and asking 
for help has never really 
been part of our remit. In 
a landscape such as this 
everyone has to ask at 
some time or another. Our 
car has been buried in the 
gulley up the mountain, 
I’m sure Stephen will tell 
you how he did it over a 
pint in the local. I have just 
asked neighbours on the 
mountain for their help as 
the farm vehicle is as dead 
as a Dodo and an hour of 
digging will not shift our 
only transport out of here. 
We are both learning a lot 
about ourselves as well as 

the sometimes, inhospitable 
landscape. Our neighbours 
arrived and in less than two 
minutes we were mobile 
again, a few hours later and 
we were all still enjoying 
Tapas, and an impromptu 
supper, then many glasses 
of wine later, our lovely 
neighbours finally left 
under a Milky Way sky of a 
million stars after a happy 
exchange of their mighty 
4x4 and my culinary skills. 
Fair deal I think.

The recent rains have 
caused a lot of damage to 
many of our neighbours 
tracks also and it is a 

reminder of just how 
precarious the roads and 
tracks are here in the 
mountains. Tragically 
one of our neighbours 
lost his life this week on 
his very own track, he 
was not found for several 
days as the terrain here 
can hide a vehicle easily. 
We were all stunned by 
his death and went to his 
wake to support his wife 
and children. It served to 
wake us all up to the harsh 
realities of our world here 
in the Alpujarras.

The weather settled and 
the landscape dried before 

Travellers Tales continue their year out in La Alpujarras

Deborah and Stephen’s off grid farm
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Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists 

A wide selection of prints and cards plus an 
unusual mix of gifts and gadgets. 

continued on page 28

our eyes, the flowers and the 
green of spring disappeared 
within a week and the grass 
became crunchy underfoot. 
Soon our new job was to 
start strimming. Fire is 
one of the biggest threats 
at this time of year, we 
are surrounded by literally 
hundreds of acres of tinder 
dry scrub, and it would 
all be too late by the time 
any fire service could reach 
us, if they even found us. 
The beautiful Almond and 
Olive blossom has gone too 
and been replaced by a sea 
of vivid yellow; Gorse is the 
one thing that will provide 
colour in this parched 
landscape for the next few 
weeks now.

Our vegetables were 
coming along nicely until 
the wild boar charged 
through the patch and 
something was eating 
Stephen’s courgettes he 
has nurtured from seed. 
Growing our own food 
is new to us so we are 
becoming quite precious 
about our efforts and I’m 
convinced they taste better 
than anything you buy in 
the shops.

July - Stephen went 
back to the UK for five days 
so I was left in sole charge 

of half a mountain, I was 
asked out to friends homes 
that were concerned for me 
and I had a couple of parties 
I could go to. I stocked up 
on shopping and returned 
to the mountain where I 
stayed on my own for the 
duration. I relished some 
time on my own, or so I 
thought. All went really 
well until early Sunday 
morning. The heat in early 
July was increasing each day 
so the only sensible time to 
work outside was very early 
in the morning and late 
in the evening. I wanted 
to get the watering done 
very early, it didn’t happen. 
Blocking the pathway to the 
vegetable patch was a large 
snake basking in the early 
morning heat. Now snakes 
are not my greatest phobia, 
but out of the thirteen 
native snakes to Spain five 
of them are poisonous, this 

Travellers Tales 
continued

could be one of those five 
and it didn’t want to move. 
I was back in doors quicker 
than the dogs. Maybe going 
to a few parties was a good 
idea after all.

Five days went by 
quickly on my own but it 
was great to have Stephen 
back again, you really do 
start talking to the wall 
and the dogs. Stephen has 
read everything there is 
to know about keeping 
hens, he repaired the coup 
so now it was time to go 
and collect three young 
Gallinas (Spanish for hens) 
I prefer Gallinas. Stephen 
now spends huge chunks 
of time dedicated to the 
welfare of his harem of 
white Gallinas, they have 
only the best food and lots 
of his time, surely they will 
lay soon.

Life is settling into a 
pattern of early morning 

and late evening jobs then 
hiding away from the heat 
in the daytime, we still can’t 
get into the habit of taking 
a siesta.  

August – Summer here 
is always time to party or 
Fiestas. We’ve had supper 
out on the terrace every 
night and many friends 
have stayed well into the 
early hours or stay the 
night, no one takes risks 
any more. Francois had 
another Petanque party 
that went on until four in 
the morning and just got 
more and more riotous as 
the wine flowed, and then 
we walked back down the 
mountain under the Milky 
Way. Every day of the year 
is a Saint’s day, the biggest 
celebration is not someone’s 
birthday but their namesake 
saint’s day, and always there 
is a party, next week it is 
Magdalena’s son Lorenzo 
who is organising a whole 
day of party outside their 
shop in Cadiar. Each 
weekend this month the 
villages surrounding us 
are also having more fiesta 
weekends that start on 
Friday night then finish in 
the early hours of Monday 
morning. Large paellas are 
prepared in the streets, 
a stage is built for the 
band and dancing halts 
what little traffic there is. 
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Everyone goes to the fiesta 
and fireworks light up the 
skies most weekends for 
the whole month.

Very early one morning 
while recovering from one 
of these late nights the dogs 
did their usual and took off 
down the track, we sleep 
here with all the doors 
open so they can come 
and go as they please, so 
can the wildlife also come 
and hopefully go from 
the house too, but this 
time was different and the 
dogs stayed put instead of 
chasing up the mountain, 
they just made a racket. It 
is quite unnerving to have 
the Guardia visit you at six 
thirty in the morning, you 
don’t pass by this place, 
and it takes twenty minutes 
along the tracks just to 
reach the farm. You don’t 
mess with the Guardia 
so I was really worried. I 
guess they decided not to 
leave their jeep and take 
on four large dogs so they 
retreated to the top of the 
ridge and stayed there for 
ages just looking down on 
the farm. In this burnt out 
landscape they would be 
able to spot the lush green 
of the Marijuana plant 
anywhere it was growing 
– this is what we are told 
they patrol for at this time 
of year.

We have spent nearly 
ten months here living ‘off 
grid’ and learning, and still 
there is more to do and 
learn. The Almonds are 
becoming plump and will 
soon be ready to pick, the 
Olives are growing already 

and remind me that in a few 
months time it will be time 
to harvest all over again 
and the vivid green of the 
new Oranges were growing 
before we picked the last 
Orange, the Pomegranates 
will follow the figs that are 
in abundance this year, and 
so nearly a whole season in 
this landscape is coming 
full circle. We have decided 
that it is time for us to 
move on, we are sad to go 
but there are many more 
things to experience.

The owners returned 
for a holiday and gave us 
a lovely party to say thank 
you, our new friends of 
many nationalities made 
it an evening to remember, 
and given the predictability 
of the wonderful climate 
here we all sat on the 
terrace into the early hours 
under a heavenly sky, and 
suddenly we felt too sad to 
be leaving. The hardest part 
was saying goodbye to four 
lovely dogs that guarded 
us and kept us company, 
Barni, Ezzy, Sierra and 
Ginny and Paddi the farm 
cat who was delightful but 
useless at keeping the rats 
or mice down and our 
three Gallinas that did not 
lay before we left but the 
owners have promised to 
look after them for us.

So we left the farm on 
Saint Jose de Calasanz 
day with no celebration 
but vowing that one day 
we would be back to this 
wonderful landscape called 
Las Alpujarras. We left the 
mountain for the last time 
and drove in silence for the 
next few hours.

Not ready to return 
to the UK we drove up 
through Spain and crossed 

the Pyrenees in blazing 
sunshine but cooler and 
welcome weather and 
meandered into France. We 
have been offered another 
‘house sit’ in the Limousin. 
It won’t be the same we 
miss the farm and animals 
terribly

In the delightful town 
of Rochechouart the 
owner of our new property 
welcomed us into the 
enormous hallway of her 
home which contains a vast 
library of several thousand 
books from all around the 
world. We spent the next 
couple of days getting to 
know Coco and Marcel, 
learning how the house 
runs, meeting neighbours 
and being cooked for. The 
owner then left for business 
in the Far East.

Travellers Tales

Early September - 
We have just settled into 
our new life in town and 
the civilisation of a very 
comfortable home with all 
the mod cons you could wish 
for, the house is beautiful 
and full of antiques from 
the Far East. I started on 
the library immediately; 
there is also a vast selection 
of music which Stephen is 
working his way through 
and interesting DVD’s 
for the evenings, we have 
Coco and Marcel to look 
after, two Siamese cats and 
an easy walled garden to 
maintain. This will be home 
for the next two months. 
It’s exciting times again 
and next time I write we 
will have moved on again 
– not the UK though.

Deborah

le chateau de Rochechouart

“Nestled into the beautiful 
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour, 
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”

www.valencybandb.com

Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF

01840 250397

Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering

ValencyValencyValency

continued from page 27
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Pete’s 
Peeps

at the Past

11 MAY 1849
BOSCASTLE
This neighbourhood, 
frequented by many 
visitors to improve their 
health & for the taste for 
the beautiful & romantic 
scenery of the area, has been 
much improved during the 
past winter. This was due 
to Mr. Fuggard who has 
made different walks, cliff-
cuttings, excavations etc 
& erected seats & chairs 
placed to command the 
most picturesque views. 
The paths lead to many 
beauty spots which were 
inaccessible and has made 
the area still more attractive, 
all at his own expense.

29 OCT 1868
WRECKED ON THE 
BRISSONS
Cutter-rigged Devonport 
lighter “Devon”, 154 tons, 
with rum, tobacco & other 
Government stores & 18 
persons on board, struck on 
the Brissons, 2 dangerous 
rocks 4 miles from Lands 
End & one mile from 

Cape Cornwall early in 
the morning. Within 15 
minutes, 17 persons had 
perished and the vessel 
was completely broken up. 
The sole survivor was the 
mate, Mr. W.G. Davis of 
Devonport.

2 NOV 1869
GRACE BRINEY
At Redruth an old woman 
died of 91 yrs., named Grace 
Hitchens, better known 
in W. Cornwall as “Grace 
Briney”. In her youthful 
days she ran, wrestled, 
fought & did much heavy 
work. She dressed in the 
very unfeminine costume 
of a blue cloth coat with 
gilt buttons, a high hat, 
petticoats, stockings, & 
shoes – a style of dress 
from which she kept for 
the last 35 yrs. She worked 
in the mazzard (cherry 
picking) trade, & in the 
present autumn visited St. 
Dominick for a load of 
cherries, a distance from 
Redruth of 50 miles.

10 MAR 1873
A GRUESOME WRECK
Five of the drowned 
sailors who belong to the 
“Boyne”, of Scarborough, 
wrecked at Mullion, were 
washed ashore more or less 
mutilated. A thigh and a 
hand have also been picked 
up. A sailor who survived 
said the ship broke up 
and he noticed a shipmate 
nearly cut in two.

[The wreck of the 
“Boyne”, bound for 
Falmouth from Batavia 
with sugar, was one of 
the worst experienced 
beneath the terrible cliffs 
which fringe Mount’s Bay 
on the east. The past 6 
years, 7 ships have been 
wrecked there with the 
loss of 69 lives. 4 men of 
the “Boyne” survived but 
15 were washed overboard, 
they seemed too numb 
and weak to understand 
the instructions of the 
lifeboat crew or make use 
of the apparatus. Only 
one of their number had a 
lifebelt.

10 JULY 1886
BOSCASTLE SOLD
At the City of London 
Auction Market, 
Tokenhouse Yard on 
Thursday, nearly the whole 
of the town of Boscastle, 
with the ancient castle and 
a landed estate of 1000 
acres, changed hands at 
£35,000.

22 JULY 1872
BATHING IN PORTREATH 
DOCKS
It is regretted that the 
governing powers at 
Portreath do not check 
the indecent practice 
of bathing, on the part 
of adults, in the docks. 
Visitors promenading the 

Sacha Hughes  -  Boscastle Beauty Therapy
now using neals yard remedies in all the beauty treatments 

and is a neals yard remedies organic independent consultant.  
Would you like to hold a NyR Organic event or 

party, daytime or evening, the hostess recieves a 
complimentary host gift, free full size product, a mini 
facial and discount on your order. If you would like to 

order from or look through the catalogue let me know.
Special offer - Manicures and Pedicures 10% off

uk.nyrorganic.com/shop/Sacha-H 

Ring for details 01840 250526
or email sachahughes@yahoo.com 

quays complain very much 
and this little watering 
place is marred by such 
improper proceedings.
[The Victorian sense of 
propriety was frequently 
offended by those who 
bathed ‘al fresco’, as it 
was called, within sight 
of the shore. At Falmouth 
a constable arrested a 
gentleman who took a boat 
out 300 yards to bathe, 
considering the distance as 
insufficient.]

15 SEPT 1873
A SMART MAN IN THE 
HARVEST FIELD
One day last week Thomas 
Rogers of St. Buryan 
worked with his scythe 
from 6 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. in 
a field belonging to Mr W. 
Curnow of Paul. In 12½ 
hours he cut and bound 
1½ acres of wheat and 
helped to carry the sheaves 
so as to make them into 
shocks. He is willing to test 
his power of cutting 4 acres 
with anyone in the west for 
a good round sum.

20 NOV 1873
A DISOBEDIENT PAUPER
At the Magistrates’ Clerk’s 
Office, Falmouth, Hannah 
Cannicott, the wife of a 
marine on board “H.M.S. 
Ganges”, and who has been 
for some months an inmate 
of the Falmouth Union 
Workhouse, was brought 
before Capt. Norway R.N., 
charged with refusing to 
be bathed. The pauper 
persisted in her refusal, and 
was sentenced to 14 day’s 
imprisonment with hard 
labour.
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Our countryside is 
again under threat from 
developers.

Over the past few years 
major building companies 
have bought thousands of 
undesignated plots of land 
(and donated millions to 
Tory party funds) in the 
confident expectation that 
the coalition government’s 
new National Policy 
Planning Framework will 
give them carte blanche to 
build where they like.

“Planning is often 
driven by greed rather than 
need,” points out Andrew 
George, MP for St Ives, 
“The housing stock in 
Cornwall has more than 
doubled in 40 years and 
yet the housing problems 
of locals have got worse.” 
(Telegraph. September 2nd) 
A local authority selling 
one hectare of building 
land earns upwards of 
£1,000,000, hence the 
overwhelming temptation 
for cash-strapped councils 
to balance their books or 
for individuals to make a 
packet.

An opposition movement 
has been publicized by the 
Daily Telegraph’s ‘Hands off 
Our Land’ campaign, which 
has joined  forces with the 
Woodland Trust, the RSPB, 
the Campaign for the 
Protection of Rural England, 
and the National Trust. Some 
eighty MPs representing 
rural constituencies have 
also been enlisted to show 
support for the campaign. 
All are committed to 
shaping the new legislation 
to recognise the needs of 
country people as well as the 
nation’s economy.

make it easier for 
developers to build on 
any piece of land that 
has not been legally 
protected by its local 
authority 

In a recent letter to 
Forrabury and District 
Parish Council the  National 
Trust stated that the 
objective of the NPPF is to 
promote economic growth 
by changing planning 
laws to make it easier for 
developers to build on any 
piece of land that has not 

been legally protected by its 
local authority. At present 
only about half have 
local or neighbourhood 
development plans. Where 
there are no plans there 
will be a presumption that 
development will proceed.  
In the battle to resist 
unsuitable development 
the puny resources of most 
local councils will hardly 
equal those of mighty 
developers. “The dice,” 
concludes the National 
Trust document, “are 
heavily loaded to favour 
development.”

There is a certain irony 
in listening to politicians 
prating on about green 
issues, at the same time 
as advocating spread of 
housing across green belt 
land. As well as thousands 
of empty properties, the 
Homes and Communities 
Agency estimates there 
are 100,000 acres of 
“brownfield” site still 
available, enough to last 
another twelve years before 
encroachment elsewhere. 
However developers are 
unlikely to care as much 
about social housing in 
inner-city boroughs as 
premium priced second 
country homes.

The Woodland Trust 
also fears that proposed 
changes will lead to felling 
of forests to make way for 
houses. The government’s 
intention is ‘to eliminate 
red tape’ - reducing a 
thousand pages of planning 
regulations to just 52 - 
and allows developers to 
chop down trees where 
“the development in that 
location clearly outweighs 
the loss.”

“Buy land,” quipped 
Mark Twain, “they don’t 
make it any more.”  
Indeed, it’s the equivalent 
of hawking one’s wedding 
ring in order to buy 
groceries. A government 
unable to stimulate real 
industry is tempted to 
provide temporary jobs 
at least in one sector, in 
the hopes of better times 
around the corner.

Already Cornwall has 
seen eco-towns planned in 
the area around St Austell, 
a massive development 
allowed in Bude, although 
no-one is sure why, while 
for equally opaque reasons, 
Bodmin expands apace.

As for wind turbines - 
the government’s proposal 
is that local planning 
authorities must “apply a 

LAND GRAB: GOVERNMENT V PEOPLE

The Bottreaux Restaurant
Boscastle PL35 0BG

Private Parties & Functions catered for your 
Special Occasion or for a get together of family or 
friends in our licensed bar & dining room reserved 

exclusively for your party.

We can offer a sit down meal for 8-20 people 
or buffet style up to approximately 30 to suit 

individual requirements.
For further details please call 

Heather or Nicola 01840 250231
email info@boscastlecornwall.co.uk

www.boscastlecornwall.co.uk
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presumption in favour …of 
renewable and low carbon 
energy sources”, sweeping 
away any last vestige of 
local democracy. Because 
of an EU undertaking 
to supply one third of 
the UK’s electricity from 
“renewables” by 2020 
another 10,000 turbines 
and accompanying pylons 
must cover the land, 
costing (the government’s 
own estimate) £140 
billion (£5,500 per 
household), trebling the 
cost of electricity, diverting 
investment from new coal-
fired and nuclear power 
stations, plunging Britain 
into energy poverty and, 
in twenty-five years’ time, 
a lunatic’s legacy of rusting 
scrap and concrete.

It is essential for 
all communities 
to put together 
neighbourhood plans 
to establish priorities 
in future development 
to limit attempts by 
outsiders to impose 
unsuitable schemes. 

Under the Localism 
Bill 2010 the government 
avows it will shift power 
from central government to 
local councils, communities 
and individuals. They may 
take over control and 
running of local services 
and decide upon future 
priorities. in amongst other 
things, corporate services,  
building development and 
social housing. There have 
been some smaller scale 
examples of local parishes 
taking over pubs and post 
offices and establishing 
multi-usage community 
centres. The proposal for 

a local Trust to take over 
of Camelford Leisure 
Centre is one instance, the 
management of Boscastle’s 
car park another.

It is essential for all 
communities to put 
together neighbourhood 
plans to establish priorities 
in future development to 
limit attempts by outsiders 
to impose unsuitable 
schemes. 

There are blindingly 
obvious contradictions 
between the Localism Bill 
and the National Policy 
Planning Framework, 
local versus government 
interests, which promises 
endless legal complications, 
disputes and agony, to say 
the least.

In Spain, Portugal and 
Ireland we have seen the 
results of building sprees.  
Acres of unoccupied 
housing and bankrupted 
businesses, a few years 
of gratuitous spending 
followed by decades of 
remorse and decline.

If you want to support 
the National Trust’s 
campaign to mitigate the 
terms of the NPPF, go 
online to www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/planning You could 
also write to your MP or 
to your local newspaper, 
highlighting any concerns 
you might have.

You have until October 
17th, when the consultation 
period ends, to try to get 
the government to think 
again.

CR

LAND GRAB: 
continued

The draft policy can be 
downloaded at:
 www.communities.gov.
uk/planningandbuilding/
planningsystem/
planningpolicy/
planningpolicyframework/

R. MEARS
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392

info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

MK Computers
PC upgrades and Repair

Virus Removal and Protection

Custom PC Builds

Networking

Websites

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• New Builds • Renovations 
• Roofing • Plastering

• Stonework • Drain Clearance
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
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D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FOR ALL yOuR ELECTRICAL REquIREmENTS

TEL : 01840 250155

Nick Thornicroft has 
emailed the Blowhole to 
say he is compiling a list 
of men from the parishes 
of Tintagel, Boscastle and 
St. Gennys who lost their 
lives during the First World 
War. He says “Having 
trawled extensively through 
local newspaper archives, 
there are a number of 
individuals whose details 
are very scant indeed, and I 
was wondering if it would 
be possible to request 
information via your 
magazine, appealing to 
descendants of servicemen 
mentioned who may still 
live in the area. I fully 
understand some families 
may have moved away, or 
the bloodline simply died 
out over the years, but I am 
hopeful there are still a few 
in the area who may be able 
to help, particularly with 
all important photographs 
which might still exist.”

If you have any 
information that might 
help him, he can be 
contacted via the Blowhole 
or by telephone: 01452 
380922 or 07769556206, 
or email: nickthornicroft@
me.com. His address is 49 
Sebert Street, Kingsholm, 
Gloucester, GL1 3BS.

Seeking WWI Servicemen
The following is the list 

of the Boscastle men he is 
still searching for. 
Boscastle Men - WW1
Sergeant Charles 
MEDLAND, 15th Bn., 
Devonshire Regt. Born 
Boscastle (year & parents 
unknown). Lived in 
Launceston with his wife. 
Died of illness in the 
uK May 1917. Buried at 
Launceston
Private John MORRIS, 
10th Bn., DCLI. Born 
?, parents unknown. 
Residence - Boscastle 
at time of joining army. 
Killed in action June 1917, 
Western Front. (Difficult to 
locate in existing records)
Private Edward George 
JASPER, 1st Bn., Royal 
Warwickshire Regt. Born 
St. Teath 1897, son of 
Edward & Mary. Lived 
at Tintagel & Otterham. 
Killed in action October 
1917, Western Front.
Private James Henry 
MARTyN, 6th Bn., DCLI. 
Born St. Breock 1891, 
son of James & Fanny. 
Residence given as 
Boscastle upon joining 
the army. Married to Mary. 
Killed in action October 
1917, Western Front

Private William James 
HONEy, London Regt. 
Born Boscastle 1895, 
parents unknown. 
Grandson of Thomazine 
Honey. Lived at May 
Cottage, Fore Street, 
Minster. Living in London 
upon joining the army. 
Killed in action December 
1917, Jerusalem
Private Charles LAKE, 
1st Bn., Dorset Regt. 
Born Boscastle (year & 
parents unknown). Living 
in Plymouth prior to 
enlisting. Died of wounds 
April 1918, Western Front. 
(Another difficult to locate 
in records)
Acting Captain Francis 
Ingleby HARRISON, 
attached 1st Bn., Royal 
West Kent Regt. Born 
London 1883, son of Rev. 
J.J. & L.E. Harrison. Lived 
at Barn Park, Boscastle. 
Died of wounds May 
1918, Western Front
Major James Ingleby 
HARRISON, RAF (formerly 
Royal Navy). Born London 
1881, son of John James 
& Louisa Harrison, brother 
of the above. Killed in 
action May 1918, Western 
Front

Private Thomas TATTAM, 
1st Bn., Wiltshire Regt. 
(Name also spelt 
as ‘Tatham’). Born 
Trewarmett 1890, son of 
Frederick & Jane. Living at 
Boscastle upon enlisting. 
Died July 1918, Western 
Front
Private John BROWN, 
Labour Corps (formerly 
DCLI). Birthplace & 
parents unknown. 
Living in Boscastle 
upon enlistment. Died 
September 1918, Western 
Front. (Details as yet 
unclear due to common 
name)
Private Cecil John 
PROuT, 2nd Battalion, 
Middlesex Regt. Born 
Boscastle, 1892. Father 
-most probably Samuel 
Prout. Grandson of Mr 
& Mrs Smeeth, of Dunn 
Street, Boscastle. Moved 
to London. Enlisted into 
the army 1910. Killed in 
action May 1915, Western 
Front. Sister, Mrs D.J. Gard, 
lived in Canada.
Private William Henry 
MARTIN, 6th Bn., Duke of 
Cornwall’s Light Infantry. 
Born St. Juliot, Boscastle, 
1895, son of William 

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart & Jean Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388

Pianos For Sale 
At Reasonable Prices

GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture 

Especially Pine, Old & New
Open Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm

Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what we have!
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& E.A. Martin. Lived at 
Marshgate & Tresparett. 
Killed in action July 1915, 
Western Front
Trooper Richard 
BOWERING, Australian 
Light Horse. Born London 
1896, son of Henry & 
Agnes. Lived at The 
Manor House, Boscastle. 
Emigrated to Australia. 
Killed in action August 
1915, Gallipoli.
Trooper Harry HOSKIN, 
Australian Light Horse. 
Born Boscastle 1896, 
son of Henry & Mary. 
Lived at Trekeek (?) Farm, 
Boscastle. Killed in action 
during the same battle as 
Richard Bowering.
Private Edward SPRy, 
8th Bn., Somerset Light 
Infantry. Born Minster 
1898, parents unknown 
at present. Stepson of 
Sidney & Mary Philp. 
Lived at various addresses 
near Boscastle (St. Juliot & 
Lesnewth area). Killed in 
action September 1915, 
Western Front.
Private William James 
TuBB, 6th Bn., Devonshire 
Regt. Born Minster, 
Boscastle, 1895, son of 
John & Mary. Later moved 
to Devon/Cornish border, 
near Launceston. Killed 
in action March 1916, 

Mesopotamia
Lance Corporal William 
RuSH, 1st Bn., DCLI. I 
believe this man to be the 
same William Rush, born 
at Marshgate 1896, son of 
William - a farm labourer 
- & Rachel (nee Heard). 
Lived in St. Juliot parish, 
then moved around 
Cornwall, returning to 
Tresparrett Post pre-WW1. 
Killed in action July 1916, 
Western Front
Private Edwin PHILP, 2nd 
Bn., DCLI. Born Boscastle 
1892, son of George 
& Elizabeth. Lived at 
Marshgate before moving 
to Launceston as a stone 
mason. Killed in action 
December 1916, Balkans
Private Edwin GARD, 
Canadian Infantry. Born 
Boscastle 1884, son of 
John & Millicent. Lived 
at Old Road, Minster. 
Married to Minnie. 
Emigrated to Canada. 
Killed in action Feb. 1917, 
Western Front
Private James Stone 
OLDE, Canadian Infantry. 
Born Boscastle 1894, son 
of Mark & Mary. Lived 
at Pilteer House, Dunn 
Street. Emigrated to 
Canada 1910. Killed in 
action April 1917, Western 
Front

Seeking WWI Servicemen
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Himalayan Madness
On my drive over from 
the ‘other’ county that 
shall remain nameless I 
pass a variety of scenes, 
Dartmoor with its granite 
bulk, the darkness of the 
Cooksworthy forest. I also 
cross many a river during 
my journey and one thing 
that I notice regularly is 
an increased amount of 
Himalayan Balsam on our 
riverbanks and it divides 
opinion among some. 

An attractive plant with a 
growth rate that you can 
only begrudgingly admire, 
it is popular amongst the 
bumble bee fraternity, 
however to us there can be 
no doubt that it is an invasive 
species that increasingly is 
taking up more of our time 
in removing. Originally 
introduced in 1839 
Impatiens glandulifera 
can grow up to 2-3 metres 
tall, can tolerate low 
light levels and can out 
compete most other plants 
therefore starving them 
of much needed light and 
it is at its succulent best 
an impressive plant. Even 
more impressive is the 

orontium both of which 
are becoming increasingly 
rare within the UK due to 
intensive farming methods. 
We found the marigolds 
in abundance in many 
of the stitches and were 
able to identify several 
cracking specimens of the 
Weasel’s snout. Both of 
these arable plants need 
the ground to be ploughed 
and barley to be sown in 

fact that it can disperse it 
seeds up to 7 metres away 
by shooting the seeds. Add 
this to the fact that water 
courses help to spread the 
seeds further you can see 
why it is becoming an ever 
increasing problem. One of 
the ways to remove balsam 
is to pull the plant up roots 
and all, far easier and cost 
effective in comparison 
to spraying with round-
up. This summer we have 
pulled up over 60 bags of 
balsam and that is only 
from the overflow car 
park and just beyond the 
stepping stones. A brief 
foray upstream reveals 
an even bigger problem 
only due to get worse! It 
would be great for us to 
organise several days over 
next summer in which we 
could all club together and 
see if we can put a dent in 
the population before it 
becomes an ever increasing 
sight in the Valency.

Forrabury Stitches Survey
In June our volunteer group 
conducted an arable plant 
survey on Forrabury Stitches 
looking for Corn Marigold 
Chrysanthemum segetum 
and Lesser snapdragon or 
Weasel’s snout Misopates 

winter in order not to be 
out competed and it was 
interesting to find most of 
our specimens in areas that 
had been previously given 
up to grass and were now 
in arable rotation. A later 
survey revealed that we 

found over 400 specimens 
of Weasel’s snout in just a 
handful of stitches. Goes 
to show they’re doing what 
they’re meant to be and 
that we have them in good 
numbers out there.

The Cattle are coming.
As part of the habitat 
management for Forrabury 
stitches, the area will 
again be grazed by Robin 
Haddy’s impressive North 
Devon cattle. A welcome 
sight to some but not all 
and for those who have 
voiced concerns in the past 
about winter grazing on 
the stitches.

himalayan balsam flower and 
seed pods 

corn marigold on the stitches 

weasel’s snout 

BoscastLE’s famous

musEum
of

witchcraft

opEN DaiLY  apriL - haLLowEEN  01840 250111
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Volunteers programme

Sept 18th:
Hay rake and BBQ at 
Boscastle. Meet at Main 
car park, Boscastle.
October 4th:
Path widening at 
Crackington. Meet 
at main car park in 
Crackington.
October 16th: 
Charcoal Burn/Green 
woodworking in the 
Valency. Meet at the main 
car park, Boscastle.
Nov 1st: 
Rhodedendron Control 
at Stibb wood. Meet at 
Stowe Barton.
Nov 13th: 
Footpath Repairs in Tidna 
valley. Meet at Bush Inn 
car park.
Dec 6th: 
Nestbox maintenance 
and orchard prune at Cold 

Frame Orchard. Meet at 
main car park Boscastle.
Dec 18th: 
Scrub clearance/
Christmas lunch (Booking 
essential).
The volunteer days start 
at 10am and finish about 
4pm (or earlier to suit). All 
tools and tuition provided
Please wear clothes that 
can get muddy, and stout 
footwear and bring food 
and drink for the day.
If events change or are 
cancelled due to weather, 
we will endeavour to let 
everyone know. 
However feel free to 
get in touch to check 
beforehand!

City & Guilds Qualified
Internal & External
Property Maintenance

01840 212258

07967582011

osbornedec@aol.co.uk
Free, Written, No Obligation Quotations

Old Manor House
Restaurant

Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250251

Enjoy an  A la Carte  meal 
from 6pm, served in a friendly atmosphere and 
produced by our own resident chef & his team

Booking is advisable.

TAKEAWAY SERVICE...phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect.

Large Sheltered Tea garden
 www.oldmanorhouseboscastle.co.uk

Open from 11am daily for morning coffee 
afternoon teas, light snacks & hot meals  

‘IN SAFE HANDS’
RETIRED POLICE OFFICER 

AND WIFE TEAM OFFER THE 
FOLLOWING FOR YOUR HOLIDAY 

PROPERTIES IN BOSCASTLE:
KEY HOLDING

MEETING AND GREETING GUESTS
CLEANING, MAINTENANCE,

OR, JUST GOING AWAY AND NEED 
SOMEONE TO KEEP AN EYE

CALL FOR QUOTE
Tel: 07890309069

Valency
Taxis

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084
Reliable & Friendly Service

Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Contact: 01288 331372 
or email

fred.hutt@ nationaltrust.org.uk

Urchins  The Bear Shop
The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800
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On 1st September this year, 
a photograph appeared 
in the Cornish Guardian 
showing the restored tomb 
of Thomas Pope Rosevear 
and his wife Letitia. Over 
the years the tomb, standing 
in Forrabury churchyard, 
had become overgrown 
with ivy and its railings 
were in need of repair and 
paint. One of those in the 
photograph was Joanna 
Raymond-Barker, who 
later delivered a talk on 
Thomas Pope Rosevear 
at Boscastle’s Methodist 
Chapel in Fore Street.

Thomas Rosevear, 
a nineteenth century 
Boscastle resident and 
property and ship owner, 
left detailed records of his 
life and work in Boscastle 
in the form of diaries - 
a primary source for ‘A 
Boscastle Journal - Thomas 
Pope Rosevear - 1825-
1846’, which was edited 
and published by Mrs 
Raymond-Barker and co-
editor Colin Clark. 

Thomas and Letitia 
Rosevear lived in Barn Park 
House, a large dwelling 
on the Tintagel Road, 
Boscastle; with stabling 
attached (the present 
owner is the Blowhole’s 
Advertising Manager, 
Heather Colne). His 
office was at the ‘Bridge’ 
in Boscastle harbour, 
where he administered his 
business, and what is now 
the ‘Cobweb’ public house 
was his warehouse. For 
centuries before the 1800’s 
the harbour had been the 
scene of much shipping 
activity and, looking at the 
entries in Rosevear’s diary 

Thomas Pope Rosevear (1781-1853) – A Boscastle Worthy.

for 1825, this was still 
the case. His vessels were 
sailing to and from ports 
such as Bristol, Swansea, 
Newport, Liverpool and 
Glasgow. In the main, 
goods exported from 
Boscastle were manganese 
and slate, whilst imported 
cargoes were mostly coal, 
salt and limestone. The 
turnaround of these vessels 
was swift, since he writes 
on Friday 20th May that 
his ship, the Valency, had 
returned to harbour that 
morning, having sailed 
from Boscastle to Swansea 
on the previous Tuesday 
evening.

As the weather forecast 
is crucial to all sea 
navigation and particularly 
vital to ships with sail, 
it is hardly surprising 
that in some months the 
weather was logged daily 
– ‘3rd November -NW 
hail showery NNW. A 
tremends gale & thro’ the 
night; 4th November –N 
gale eased; 5th November 
– W moderate NW heavy 
gale’. The state of the 
weather was also of great 
concern when travelling 

from home, since most of 
his journeys were made on 
horseback. With implied 
relief, one entry states 
– ‘16th April – No rain 
during the whole journey’. 
On other occasions he was 
not so lucky and he often 
includes a note about his 
state of health – ‘Very ill in 
my head & Stomach’; ‘had 
a violent attack of Spasm’. 
Although he travelled 
locally most weeks, his 
journeys could take him 
as far as Truro, Penzance 
and Bodriggy (near Hayle, 
Letitia’s family home). It 
was a three and a half hour 
trip home from Bodmin 
or Wadebridge and his 
occasional visits to London 
took two days.

As an ardent Methodist, 
the purpose of many of 
his journeys were either 
to preach in chapels and 
open air venues or to 
attend services led by 
other Methodist preachers. 
Thomas had followed 
the religion of his father, 
who was also a staunch 
Methodist. Rosevear Senior 
had a Methodist chapel 
built in Boscastle in the year 

1801 in thanksgiving for 
narrowly escaping a French 
privateer during hostilities 
between England and 
France. Rosevear Senior’s 
ship had avoided capture 
by slipping unseen into 
Boscastle’s harbour, with 
its serpentine entrance. By 
the time Thomas matured, 
the chapel needed to be 
rebuilt. Thomas had the 
present chapel erected 
on the original chapel’s 
site and it opened on 1st 
February 1825. Observant 
passersby may notice the 
plaque on the chapel with 
its date of ‘1825’.

1825, a bad year for 
the financial markets, has 
become known as the 
‘Panic of 1825’. On 18th 
August the stock market 
crashed. It ‘started in the 
Bank of England arising 
in part out of speculative 
investments in Latin 
America’. (Wikipedia) As 
a businessman Thomas 
was most concerned 
about this turn of events, 
although there is little 
mention of his thoughts 
on the crisis until 2nd 
December, when he writes 

Glenton Brown, Enid Mutton, Joanna Raymond-Barker, Hedley Venning and Nicky Nicholls. 
Photo: Len Mabson
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Geoff & Jackie Horwell

Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Relax in the beautiful 
surroundings of this 300 
year old coach house, 
with large, secluded 
mature garden and 
private parking

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

01840 250320

General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating

Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

PLUMBING AND HEATING
A M HIRCOCK

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST

24 hr call out 

Hedley Venning

01840 250113
0797 4581836

of a ‘Want of Confidence 
in the Provincial Banks’ 
and, on 20th December 
- ‘The Commercial 
Atmosphere still dark & 
gloomy – an universal 
want of confidence seems 
prevalent throughout the 
kingdom – where & how 
it will end (there having 
been no precedent) the 
most enlightened men of 
business cannot venture a 
conjecture’. One wonders 
if the entry following– 
‘Unwell in my stomach’ 
– is connected with these 
financial worries, since the 
following day he writes 
that ‘panic is the order 
of the day’ and ‘Such a 
horrible List of Country 
Banks that have stopped 
payment in one week, was 
never before exhibited!’ In 
fact, there were closures of 
six London banks and sixty 
English county banks and 
it was only - ‘an infusion 
of gold reserves from the 
Banque de France that 
saved the Bank of England 
from complete collapse’ 
(Wikipedia).

Whilst Thomas’s diaries 
clearly leave no doubts as 
to his opinions on some 
subjects (in particular 
the animosity between 
himself and his rival in 
business, Thomas 
Rickard Avery) 
he makes little 
comment on 
his marriage 
to Letitia - 
9th December 
–‘Birth and 
marriage day’. 
There were no 
children born 
to the marriage, 
Letitia being 41 

years old on their wedding 
day. The picture he paints 
of Letitia is shadowy, 
with little character or 
physiognomy. When 
writing of her he uses no 
terms of affection, she is 
mostly referred to as his 
‘wife’. Indeed it is not until 
6th May that he mentions 
her by name. One wonders 
what effect Thomas’s 
frequent early risings and 
late arrivals home and his 
constant absences from 
Barn Park, had on their 
marriage (22nd February 
–‘reached home at ½ 
past 11 – family in bed’). 
However, although their 
life seems to involve much 
separation, in death they 
rest together in Forrabury 
churchyard.

Rosevear’s diaries show 
that life in 1825 was a 
constant struggle for the 
inhabitants of Boscastle, 
but when we read of the 
financial crisis and flooding, 
which occurred in his life-
time, we can empathise. 
We may conclude that (to 
paraphrase L P Hartley) 
although ‘they do things 
differently’ in the ‘Past’, 
it is not such ‘a Foreign 
Country’ after all.

GQ

Thomas Pope Rosevear
continued
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Martin’s Sporting Briefs

Football
With another lovely 
Cornish summer coming 
to an end, we see the return 
of the football season, even 
though, with both teams 
starting their pre-season 
training and friendlies 
in July, it seems that the 
break between seasons 
is becoming shorter and 
shorter.

There have been 
wholesale changes in 
the management duties, 
as Neville Turner has 
returned for another spell 
as the 1st team manager, 
whilst Robin Haddy is 
preparing for his first ever 
spell as a manager at senior 
level after a very lengthy 
spell at being in charge of 
a very successful Tintagel 
youth team. He has taken 
on the role of the 2nd team 

manager and is determined 
to give the youth a chance 
and has already made some 
very astute youth signings.

Even though Neville has 
lost some of last year’s first 
team players to pastures 
new, he has retained the 
services of the majority of 
the squad who have done 
so well to retain their 
Division 1 status, after 
suffering a miserable run of 
results during the second 
half of the season.

The second team 
again find them selves 
in the basement division 
(Division 5), but if the 
youngsters can produce the 
goods that they are capable 
of doing, hopes are high 
for promotion and some 
exciting times ahead.

Cricket
The Cobweb Cricket team, 
who play on the Tintagel 
Evening League have 
suffered their worst ever 
season since the league was 
formed.

Matthew Pethick was 
appointed captain for the 
2011 campaign, but a 
mixture of his inexperience, 
the lack of players on 
numerous occasions and 
the retirement of Paul 

‘Doc’ Abbott and Phil ‘The 
Dentist’ Higgs have all 
contributed to the teams 
demise.

It is already rumoured 
that there are certain senior 
players planning to desert 
‘the sinking ship’ next 
season by joining a rival 
team where success is more 
likely.

Snooker, Pool, Darts
As usual, October sees the 
return of the snooker, pool 
and darts competitions. 
The interest in the pool and 
darts seems generally to be 
on the increase and this 
season the Napoleon has 
decided to enter a second 
team in the Thursday night 
league while the Cobweb 
still has one team in each of 
the Ladies, Thursday and 
Friday night leagues.

On the other hand, 
sadly, the interest in 
snooker seems to be on the 
decline and after having 
two leagues in Camelford 
and District for many 
years, there are now only 
enough teams to warrant 
one division. This will 
mean that by having such 
a large gulf in the standards 
of players from the two 
leagues, there will be many 
one sided results which, in 
time, will probably mean 
that the less gifted players 
will lose interest.

There is a lovely snooker 
table and facilities situated 
within the Community 
Centre, which is available 
to all villagers for a nominal 
annual fee; so why not come 
along and have a game and 
help keep the local league 
afloat? Parish Chairman, 
Mr David Ferrett would 
be more than delighted to 
welcome you.

Answers to Crossword:
Across 1 cantaloupe 11 alarm 12 sparkled 15 note 16 laity 
17 detached 21 noel 23 ethereal 26 sty 27 tar 28 ra 29 vie 
30 tor 31 jail 33 one 34 roe 35 fears 37 ant 38 rat 39 tacit 
40 thy 42 skein 44 nehru 47 snob 49 eyas 50 grue 52 ed 
53 trifling 55 nacho 56 tea 57 gear

Down 1 candytuft 2 aloe 3 natterjack 4 treat 5 am 6 osier 
7 up 8 pal 9 era 10 altostratus 13 kin 14 eyetooth 
18 christingle 19 heal 20 devon 22 lyre 24 aintree 25 lee 
32 aries 36 easter 41 yellow 43 noria 45 hyena 46 radar 
48 bun51 egg 54 ft

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS, 
PLASTERING

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 
PAINTING.

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL 
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.

BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058
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Exercise Class
Come and join a friendly class which is 

refreshing, uplifting & fun!
Suitable for women of all ages and abilities. 

Wednesday mornings 
Otterham & St. Juliot’s Hall, Marshgate, 

09.30 - 10.45 am 
Further info: call Katy on 01208 815725

Team Santa
The streets of 
Cornwall look 
set to be awash 
with Santas again 
this year as Cornwall 
Hospice Care launches 
its annual Santa Fun 
Runs. The charity is 
calling out to those up 
for some festive fun to 
get involved, everyone 
is welcome to join the 
fundraiser. Entrants can 
choose to run, jog or walk 
around the route with a 
choice of two distances at 
all locations. 

“Last year we held 
Santa Runs in Padstow and 
Falmouth. This year we 
are delighted to be adding 
another run at Land’s End. 
We had so much fun last 
year with over 300 runners 
and this year we aim to 
smash that number and 
get over 600!” said Karen 
Holman of Cornwall 
Hospice Care.

There will be festive 
music at the start, before 
the Santas take to the 
street for a lively warm up 
to get them in the mood 
and there will be mince 
pies and a warm drink to 
greet the runners when 
they finish. 

Every entrant will 
receive a free Santa suit, so 

there really 
will be a sea 

of Santas by the 
seaside - a sure 
way to get into 
the Christmas 

spirit and to help 
raise vital funds for the 

charity which provides 
adult hospice care across 
Cornwall. 

Radio Cornwall is 
supporting the runs not by 
entering a team of runners 
and with some of their 
presenters setting the jolly 
Santas on their way.

Anyone interested 
in joining one of the 
Cornwall Hospice Care 
Santa Fun Runs as a 
runner or as a volunteer 
is asked to get in touch 
with Karen on 01726 
66868 or email kholman@
cornwallhospice.co.uk 
Santa Fun Run Fact File 
Saturday 26th November 
– Land’s End
Saturday 3rd December 
– Padstow
Saturday 10th December 
- Falmouth
All runs start at 1pm 
To register:
Call 01726 66868
Register online www.
cornwallhospicecare.
co.uk and click on ‘Events 
and Challenges’ or email 
santa@cornwallhospice.
co.uk 

A total of 103 entries were 
received, which were all 
displayed in an exhibition 
held in Otterham & St Juliots 
Hall on 18th September. A 
public vote selected the best 
thirteen images to be used 
for a 2012 calendar. The 
committee  thank all those 
who submitted photographs,  

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 2011
who attended the exhibition 
and gave their calendar 
choices and to Launceston 
library for the loan of their 
display boards. One visitor 
to the exhibition suggested 
there should be 24 months 
in the year, so great was the 
task of whittling down the 
choice!

‘Trebarwith Dawn’ by Michael Pettett was chosen as the winning 
photo, and will be the photo for January 2012.

Come And See For Yourself
tel: 01840 250230

www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

THE OLD MILL
BOSCASTLE

Antiques
Prints

Old Books
Bears
Linen 

Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards, 
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings, 

Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

N C E I C
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 6.00 am

Mobile Library
Tel:  0300 1234111

Calls on alternate Thursdays
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:   11.50 – 12.15

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel:  01840 212409

Tuesday & Thursday:  10.00 - 5.00
Friday:       10.00 - 4.00

Saturday:     9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday 
April – Sept  9am – 6pm
Oct – March 9am – 4pm

Post Office at Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

Emergency Services:  
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance:   Dial 999
Police Station:  For non-urgent issues: eg to 
report a crime or criminal damage, to request 
police advice or attendence, to enquire about 
lost property, to be connected to a police station, 
service or department:                      08452 777 444

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency 
doctor:                                                      01840 250209

NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):                0845 4647

Hospitals: 
Bodmin - East Cornwall                   01208 251555

Minor Injuries unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General           01566 765650
Minor Injuries unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Stratton              01288 287700
Minor Injuries unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Truro -Treliske            01872 250000
Plymouth - Derriford            08451 558155

Dental Helpline:            0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:      01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:                 01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England                           01840 250359
Methodist                                           01840 214818
Catholic                                                01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                          01840 250200

Parish Council:
website:                www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

Chairman:                                            01840 250414
Clerk:                                                     01840 210017
email clerk:        forminpc@lowermeadows.co.uk

Village Hall Bookings:                       01840 250249

Community Centre Bookings:        01840 250442

Cornwall Council:                               0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:             01840 214200

Environment Agency:                        0800 807 060

South West Water:                            0800 169 1144

Highways:                                             0300 1234222

RSPCA:               0300 1234 999

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank is at the 

harbour carpark on Thursdays  
from 2.15pm until 3pm.


