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When the bid for a
Unitary Authority was
made we were promised
very considerable financial
savings. It was assumed
that these savings would
be brought about by the
new Council making the
organisation more efficient
and not simply reducing
the range of services already
provided with a series of
cost cutting exercises. A
prime example of this
policy was their decision
to discontinue the practice
of publishing planning
applications in our local
newspapers as North
Cornwall District Council

Editorial

had done for many years.
Now according to a
recent issue of The Times
Newspaper Article 8 of
the Town and Country
Planning
(General
Procedure) Order 1995
makes it mandatory for
a council to publicise a
planning application “in
a newspaper circulating in
the locality”.
It goes on to say that
with the sad decline
of
traditional
local
newspapers in recent years,
it has become difficult to
advertise statutory notices
in this way. We do not

have this problem here at
the moment but if their
advertising revenue is
reduced still further we
may soon see their demise.
Needless to say as in
all legal matters the 1995
Order is not at all clear. It
does not explain what the
requirement to advertise
actually means. Maybe an
advertisement in a free sheet
would suffice or perhaps
Cornwall Council’s own
publication. Also, it does
not say how many copies
are needed to say that it
circulates in the locality
and it may depend on the

number of people that can
be shown to receive it.
However, it seems that
one thing is sure. Cornwall
Council must still publish
planning
applications
in a newspaper. An
advertisement in a national
or regional publication or
a Council free sheet may
suffice but these notices
still need to appear in that
way.
Consultation document
www.communities.
gov.uk/documents/
planningandbuilding/
pdf/consultationpublicity.
pdf
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SMEETH HIRE

w r perry & Son

MINI DIGGERS & EQUIPMENT

Building contractors

SELF STORAGE UNITS

stone masons
roofIng specialists
renovations/extensions
family business - established for
40 years

Tel: 01840 211220
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tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

Freedom of the Town for Ron Hart

Moira Hart and Joan Cork

In 1259 Camelford was
granted a royal charter by
Henry III which bestowed
on the village a weekly
market and annual three
day fair held over St
Swithian’s Day.
The charter changed
Camelford from a village to
a town and the year 2009
is the 750th anniversary of
the occasion.
It was decided to
celebrate the occasion and
to award the Freedom of
the Town to a number
of
worthy
recipients
including Ron Hart in
recognition of his coming
out of retirement when
Camelford found itself
without a Town Clerk.

The citation reads:
Camelford Town Council
We, the Town Mayor
and Councillors of the
Ancient and Loyal Town of
Camelford and Parish of
Lanteglos-by-Camelford,
hereby confer the
distinction of
Honoured Citizen of the
Town of Camelford
upon
The late Ronald James
Nelson Hart
as a token of the honour
and esteem in which he
is held by the people
of this ancient town in
recognition of the eminent
service he has rendered
Given into his hand this
11th day of July 2009
Town Mayor: B Lush
Town Clerk: B N Groves

BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
Hedley Venning 24 hr call out

01840 250113 0797 4581836

Some Advance
Notice Regarding
the Annual Cabaret
Supper Evening
It is proposed that the
usual two night event at the
village hall will take place
on Friday 15th& Saturday
16th of January 2010. The
Boscastle Players (aka The
Geriatric Players - but
with some exceptions) will
present a cabaret with a
Music Hall theme reprising
some of the songs and acts
from past Music Halls.
Each performance will be
dedicated to the memory
of the Late Michael Turner
and proceeds will be shared
between the Boscastle and
Trevalga Village Halls. On
Saturday 23rd January the
cabaret will be at Otterham
& St.Juliot Village Hall
with proceeds for their rebuilding fund. Watch for
local advertising nearer the
time for ticket availability.

Pantomime
The proposed pantomime
for this year is ‘A Christmas
Carol’. The suggested dates
for performance are 27th,
28th and 29th December
There will be a meeting
for those wishing to be involved on Thursday 17th
September in the Village
Hall.

Free lunch?
So you thought there was no
such thing as a free lunch?
There is at the Cobweb on
Friday December 18th.
If you live in PL35,
and are in receipt of a bus
pass, heating allowance
or recently retired, you
are invited to the best
Christmas lunch ever!!
This great offer comes
from the generosity of the
local builders of Boscastle
and surrounding area.
Come and have fun with
entertainment and Santa
Claus - and transport is
included. What more
could you want?
Please book early to
avoid disappointment.
Contac:
Uncle Paul 250554
Joan Kinsman 250227
Cheryl Maughan 250345
If there are any builders
out there who would like
to contribute, but I haven’t
managed to ask yet, please
join us by contacting Uncle
Paul 250554.

Evening Meals
At the planning meeting
for this edition, Shirley
Bannister mentioned that
she’d worked out that she
has cooked 20,430 evening
meals since she married
Arthur. What a star!

MK Computers
♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦ Custom PC Builds
♦ Networking
♦ Websites

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Phone: 01840 250447
Mobile: 07780 910578
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Bus Stop
At the parish council meeting held
on 13 August Jane Castling expressed
concern regarding the position of the
bus stop sign by the bus shelter. It is
set back some distance from the car
park boundary and it seems people
have walked into it. Perhaps the bus
company can be persuaded to move
it before there is a serious injury.

Open Garden2

Thank You

Tregrylls Longhouse Lesnewth.
Garden Open on July 4th courtesy
of Dave and Pat Thorne. Another
wet day for a lovely garden to open
by the owners in aid of Otterham
and St Juliot new hall fund. Some
brave souls ventured to Lesnewth
on the wet Saturday afternoon and
enjoyed walking round the garden
admiring all Pat’s very hard labours
getting the garden ready for the
special day. People do appreciate how
much hard work goes into having
your garden open. Cream teas were
enjoyed in the garden albeit with our
coats on. I know Pat was extremely
disappointed with the weather but
we cannot control mother nature. An
amazing £289 was raised, so thank
you everyone for supporting Pat and
the new hall fund.

I would like to thank all those kind
friends who rallied round when I was
recovering from my hip operation.
Many thanks also for the meals,
flowers and cards, which were very
much appreciated.

Val Gill

New Parish Councillor

Open Garden 1

The open gardens at Half Acre and
Wildwood in June raised £645 for
the National Gardens Scheme, a
charity which supports Macmillan
and Marie Curie Nurses and Hospice
Care.
Teas were provided by the Church
and raised a further £187.

NEATE
FEET
For all your foot health needs
Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867
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Fred Hockin, pictured above, has
been co-opted onto Forrabury &
Minster Parish Council. Fred has lived
in Boscastle for the last six years and
before that lived in Warbstow where
his son and two grandchildren still
live. During his time there, he was a
Parish Councillor and also a District
Councillor for the Ottery Ward for
6½ years serving as Vice Chairman of
the Planning Committee.
Fred works for UPS in Bodmin
and in his spare time enjoys watching
Boscastle play football. He is keen
that there should be no major changes
in Boscastle and that inappropriate
development should be avoided.

Barbara Hopkins

Boscastle Museum and
Archive Open Weekend
The August Bank Holiday weekend
saw a very busy second opening of the
Boscastle Museum and Archive room.
Following a successful first open day
we decided to open for two days this
time and have added to the items
on display by exhibiting a selection
of nearly fifty school photographs
from the late 1800s to date. David
and Richard Ferrett spent some
time beforehand making up display
boards as we have already outgrown
the archive room and needed to
spread into the sports hall. It’s great
fun watching everyone trying to find
themselves and their friends and
family in the photos.
The local census records were
available for those wanting to do
a little family history research or to
see who lived in their homes before
them. Not only do the records cover
Forrabury and Minster but the
neighbouring areas as well. Many
of the visitors who called in were
fascinated to see how many shops
and pubs the village community had
supported and to hear that with fully
active permanent residents we had
been able to raise a choir, band and
carnival and to support both of the
churches and three chapels.
Almost £50 was raised from
donations which will help to fund
the next exhibition during the Food
Festival when we hope to add a display
of photos of Boscastle Carnival. So if
you have anything to contribute or
can help with display boards please
get in touch. Both David Ferrett and
I are in the phone book.
Anne Knight

Napoleon Inn Charity Fun Day
For the past 6 years The Napoleon
Inn has been run by Ron and Sharon
Muffett. Together with their staff
they have built up a great reputation
for fresh fish dishes served in the bar
or restaurant. In recent years Ron
& Sharon have been raising money
for those who risk their lives to put
fish on our plates by supporting The
Royal National Mission to Deep
Sea Fishermen, also known as The
Fisherman’s Mission.
The
Fisherman’s
Mission,
founded in 1881, provides support
to fishermen and their families
24 hour a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year. They are there wherever
& whenever needed to provide
emotional, financial and practical
support. Fishing is unpredictable
and dangerous with on average 25
UK vessels lost each year around our
coastline.
Factors such as lack of sleep, heavy
seas, slippery deck and working with
heavy industrial machinery can lead
to fatal accidents or injury often

Bottreaux Filling Station
Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily
Wide range of groceries
Gluten free products stocked
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Off Licence
Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm
Support your local shop

Tel 01840 250108

depriving a family of their sole
bread winner. The Fisherman’s
Mission is there for those families.
To further their support of this
worthy cause, the Nap is holding
The Fisherman’s Mission Charity
Fun Day on Saturday September
26th.
Between 11am & 5pm there
will be plenty of family fun with
entertainment, BBQ, stalls and a
children’s fancy dress competition
- come as something connected to
the sea – fab prizes to be won!!!
There will be plenty of fun for
everyone including a raffle with
some great prizes including a
trip to the Isles of Scilly with one
night’s B&B, £100, theatre tickets
and many more.
From 6pm till late there will
be a BBQ and a number of local
bands and singers will play inside
the pub and in the marquee in the
garden.
Daytime entrance is free. Tickets
for the evening are £5 per adult
- this includes a complimentary
burger from the BBQ. There is no
entry charge for children. So, come
and join in the fun and help raise
money for this very worthy cause.
For more details please call into
the Napoleon Inn, Boscastle or
phone 01840 250204.

Otterham & St Juliot Hall
Otterham and St Juliot Hall fund raising
continues, total raised to date is £35,000; a
long way to go yet to reach our goal. Local
people are so dedicated to the fund raising
events and support the hall extremely
well. Funding is difficult to secure in
the form of grants but we keep focused
that one day we shall have our new hall
before this one actually falls down, which
according to the full structural survey we
had, the hall is well past its useful life and
further money should not be spent trying
to extend its life.
If you wish to help us with a donation,
contact the treasurer Colin Wadey,
Penwarnick, Marshgate. PL32 9YN.
Look at our web site for some
interesting forthcoming events and news
items: www.saveourhall.com
Val Gill

Tintagel Orpheus Choir
SEPTEMBER
20th “Hymns of Praise” - Canworthy Water
Methodist
26th Joint Concert with the Allen Valley
Singers, St Endellion Church 7.30pm
OCTOBER
3rd Ilfracombe 25th Anniversary Concert,
Massed Choirs7.30pm
30th Concert Holsworthy HATS Theatre,
7.30pm. In aid of North Devon Hospice
NOVEMBER
19th Celebration Concert’
DECEMBER
6th Joint Carol Concert with Allen Valley
Singers, Tintagel Methodist Church,
7.30pm.

Boscastle
Visitor
Centre

Telephone:(01840) 250010
E-mail:boscastlevc@btconnect.com
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com

Open Daily

1st March - 31st October
10.00am - 5.00pm
1st November - 29th February
10.30am - 4.00pm
Wide selection of books and leaflets on:
Wildlife, Local History, Walking guides,
Maps, Tide Tables & Geology guides.
Accommodation Booking Service
Eden Tickets on sale
Photo copying & Fax available
Public Internet Access
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Sleepy Lesnewth?

damage to bridge

Many would probably say
that nothing happens in
the hamlet of Lesnewth,
which as general rule of
thumb is quite correct,
until recently that is.
An unreported incident
resulted with the wall that
our Royal Mail box was
sited in at the entrance to
The Old Rectory Lesnewth,
being demolished by an
unknown vehicle, the
driver just decided to make
his get-a-way before any
one saw him. The wall
where the mail box was
sited is actually private
property, thus giving the
owner unwanted work to
sort the problem out with
Royal Mail and owner’s
insurance company. This
of course leaves Lesnewth

photo Val Gill

without a mail box so we
hope the original old mail
box will soon be reinstated.
Lesnewth also boasts a
dear old railway bridge
of around 150 years old,
the bridge is not a listed
structure but it is of great
heritage value. This bridge
is in fact still the property of
the British Rail Board. BRB
(Residuary). Residents in
Lesnewth are all very fond
of the old bridge, so it does
not take much imagination
to know upset we all are
on finding that yet another
unknown driver and vehicle
completely demolished one
side of the bridge, again
leaving other people to
report the damage, the lane
was subsequently closed for
almost three weeks, making

“One word - fantastic”
- Davina & Paul 2008

Rooms with breakfast

01840 250418

Five star
Award-winning B&B
Local discounts

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk
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life inconvenient for every
one. The bridge is the
property of the British Rail
Board (BRB Residuary).
The bridge was repaired
using RED brick, yes red
brick one side of the bridge
the other side in Cornish
stone. The damage that
occurred only knocked
away part of the stone
bridge but yet BRB decided
to knock all the rest down,
took it away and dumped
it. BRB’s web site boasts
that the company takes
pride in their structures
countrywide, this is a
paragraph from BRB’s web
site; BRB (Residuary)

(Area of Outstanding
Natural
Beauty)
in
Cornwall happens to
run along the old railway
line in Lesnewth which
of course includes the
bridge. We must all protect
Cornwalls heritage and
identity and to sit back and
let this happen is sacrilege
of a beautiful old structure.
If you feel so inclined
make your comments
to
BRB
Residuary,
BRB (Residuary) Limited,
Hudson House, Toft
Green, YORK. YO1 6HP,
quoting reference NCL/89/
LH Trewannion Bridge.
Lesnewth.

BRB’s ‘repair’ to bridge

Limited is keen to work
with community and
conservation
groups,
councils
and
others
to ensure the future
preservation of its disused
structures. Take a look at
the picture above, readers;
do you think they have kept
to their word? After several
local news papers taking
up the story, two of the
national daily news papers
also gave Lesnewth railway
bridge some coverage.
According to the news
paper reports BRB have
said they are now in talks
with Cornwall Council,
hopefully trying to resolve
the eyesore. Incidentally the
boundary for the AONB

photo Val Gill

On a happier note
Lesnewth and St Michaels
and All Angels Church
with
Father
Robert
Thewsey presiding at the
services, had the pleasure
of 2 weddings in June.
The bells were rung after a
struggle to find 6 ringers,
the sun shone and all was
well. Lesnewth Parochial
Church Council wishes
to thank family members
of the happy couples that
gave up their time to strim
the churchyard and tidy
the path, all on a very hot
summer day. They worked
very hard and we appreciate
their efforts.
Val Gill.

Volunteers: the Recipe for Festival Success
The hunt is on for
volunteers vital to make
this year’s Boscastle Festival
of Food, Art and Crafts
even more successful than
2008. There’s a host of jobs
to be done from helping
out with car parking and
checking tickets, to making
sure visitors get a sample of
some of the chefs’ super
food, or even volunteering
for half an hour’s washing
up.
“The help we get from
local volunteers is essential
in making the festival a
success,” says chairman
of Boscastle Chamber
of Trade & Commerce,
Adrian Prescott. “Without
them the event simply
wouldn’t go ahead.”
With a new look, new
logo and support from
Cornwall’s top chefs and
food producers, BosFest
2009 is again expected to
draw in crowds from all
over the country.
“It’s amazing just how
the word is spreading about
the Boscastle festival,” added
Adrian. “Accommodation
providers
are
getting
inquiries from many parts
of Europe and America
as well as here in the UK.

As for the producers,
we’re having to turn some
away simply to try and
concentrate on Cornwall
and the occasional outsider
from Devon.”
This year, the festival
is on the weekend of
3rd/4th October and once
again there will be a
charity opening in the
main marquee to support
Boscastle CP School and
other local charities. There
will be a free shuttle bus
service to and from carpark
to the festival marquees.
The festival is supported
not
only
by
local
organisations but by some of
the best-known names and
organisations in Cornwall,
including Rick Stein’s
Seafood School and Jamie
Oliver’s Fifteen Cornwall.
Bill James, Chief instructor
at the Seafood School,
together with Executive
Chef Neil Haydock from
Fifteen, will be appearing
on the chefs’ stage during
the two days. They’ll be
joined by Nathan Outlaw,
whose restaurants in Fowey
and Rock are gaining a
national reputation and
who’s tipped to become
the first chef in Cornwall

to gain two Michelin Stars.
Also on the chefs’ stage
for the first time will be
Paul Ainsworth, whose
Number 6 Restaurant in
Padstow was described by
one reviewer as “the best in
Cornwall”. Fellow Padstow
restaurateur Adrian Oliver,
from Margot’s, is making a
welcome second appearance
this year and Scott Roberts
from Boscastle’s Wellington
Hotel will demonstrate
why Padstow isn’t the only
place in Cornwall where
the finest food combines
with top class cooking.
The arts and crafts are
again well represented both
locally and from across the
region. It’s hoped village
gardens will be open
to the public and local
churches and organisations
are planning their own
events to coincide with
the festival. This year it’s
been decided to separate
the main festival from the
walking week, which has
become popular in its own
right, and that’s now going
ahead from April.

“Everyone concerned
has worked hard on the
festival this year,” said
Adrian, “we’re indebted
to many organisations for
their contribution and
particularly
skda.co.uk
who’ve helped with our
programme and leaflet
design.
And if you want to help
with the festival all offers
will be appreciated, call in
or contact Boscastle Visitor
Centre 01840 250010
Festival Facts:
When? 3rd & 4th October
Where? Harbour car park
Tickets ? £3 per day or
two day locals only ticket
£4 from the Visitor Centre
01840 250010
Charity night: October
1st. More info: Nikki Reed
01872 475243.
Walking Week: 19th to
23rd April 2010. Info:
Denise Tillinghast 01840
250397
Festival information:
Adrian Prescott. Lower
Meadows, Boscastle, Tel.
01840 250570
GB

Adrian & Staff
Welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪
To launch the
Boscastle Food and Craft Festival,
Boscastle School Association are holding a
‘Casino’ Night
with
Johnny Cowling
on Thursday 1st October 2009
in the ‘Festival Marquee’ in the car park.
Tickets £15 on sale in the Visitor Centre.

Ring (01840) 250278
LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
12th Sept: Whiskey Thieves
19th Sept: Blue Slate
26th Sept: Alison’s Kitchen
3rd Oct: Festive Road
10th Oct: Inside Out
17th Oct: Mo Jo
31st Oct: Billy Mac

7th Nov:
14th Nov:
21st Nov:
28th Nov:
5th Dec:
12th Dec:
19th Dec:

Shane Soloman
Whiskey Thieves
Blue Slate
The Tank Slappers
Festive Road
Mo Jo
Johnny Cowling
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An Alternative View of the Cornish Countryside
What do the following have
in common - a child’s book
by Rev. W Awdry; a classic,
romantic film directed by
David Lean and a poem
by R L Stevenson? Now no
Googling, give up, alright I’ll
tell you– Steam Railways!!
Steam rail travel was very
much part of life when I was
growing up. It heralded the
start of exciting holiday trips,
with the promise of new
sights, sounds and tastes.
For me, visiting aunts and
uncles meant either a trip
across the Forth Bridge (and
not once did I see a painter!)
or ‘Change at Crewe for
Weston-Super-Mare’. Did
all westbound journeys
change trains at Crewe?? I
always thought they did.
It was a time when getting
from A to B didn’t mean
being held up motionless on
a motorway for hours. There
was so much more to see
from a train than the mile
upon mile of monotonous,
manic motorways. So, with
steam memories resurrected,
this summer I decided, to
check out some of the Steam
Railways in Cornwall.
My first visit was to
the Lappa Valley Steam
Railway. You can look a
bit conspicuous if you are
unable to hijack a child to
accompany you. Nothing
daunted, I hijacked my

Urchins

husband and together we
headed for St Newlyn East,
start of the Lappa Valley
Steam Railway. It was a
perfect summer’s day (well
it was changeover day sunshine was saying ‘hello’
for the first time to the new
arrivals and to the dearly

Lappa Valley Railway

departing!!). From Newquay
the route was well signposted, though the latter part
of the journey led down an
unmarked, narrow, country
lane. Being a miniature
railway, it wasn’t quite what
I had expected, but as a day
out with children it would
be a winner. With the wellremembered smell of sooty
smoke in the air, we piled
into a tiny carriage at Benny
Halt and after a shrill whistle
from the train (warning the
wildlife we were coming)
and
much
clattering,
clanking we were off down
the track. The valley is a
wildlife conservation area,
with ‘a host of unusual

The Bear Shop

The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800
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species’. So, as we rattled
through a thickly wooded
area of twisted branches
and secret, green places, we
could image tiny, unseen
animals complaining about
this invasion of privacy,
as they watched from the
undergrowth of hazel, holly

and bracken that followed us
beside the track. We arrived
at East Wheal Rose station,
where a disused mine engine
house and gigantic chimney
stood out amongst the
boating lake, crazy golf and
children’s play area. There
was a welcome café where
the aroma of Cornish pasties
and coffee hung in the air.
Despite feeling conspicuous
- as adults on our own - it
was a fun outing on a perfect
sunny day, and when our
adult interest waned, there
was the Pheasant pub in
the village close by! On the
menu that day was, amongst
other things – Pork, Apricot
and Cider Pie and Supreme
of Salmon with Asparagus
and a Tarragon and Lime
Dressing. Definitely a fun
outing!!!
If you were watching
Spotlight at 1850hrs on 19th
August 2009 you would
have seen a special visitor
to Launceston Steam
Railway, for Locomotive
No.19 from the Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway was
there to pull the carriages.

Now a narrow gauge
track, the track bed had
once carried the North
Cornwall Railway ‘where...
express trains from Waterloo
thundered along’ -that was
B.B. (Before Beeching, to
you!). My visit to Lan’son
(another sunny day!!) took
place earlier than the 19th
August, however, and I
was pleasantly surprised to
discover that the station
was a ‘proper job’, with
flower beds reflecting the
floral theme of blue painted,
embossed flowers on the
roof support pillars. We
were given ‘proper’ tickets little rectangular cardboard
keepsakes – which were
‘punched’ by the guard,
definitely a proper job and
closer to my memories.
Once the guard had blown
his whistle ‘Lillian’, the
locomotive, slowly chugged
and rattled along to New
Mills, two and a half miles
away. White butterflies
flitted amongst the perfusion
of bindweed, splashes of
marguerites and waving rose
bay willow herb, as the River
Kensey kept us company
along the route. A pheasant
casually picked his way across
a field of cows, nothing to
upset him. An old stone
farmhouse nestled in the
folds of a hill and a distant
white cottage, seemed to
balance on the hillside, these,
the only signs of habitation.
When we reached New
Mills we discovered a Farm
Park where ducks, goats
and Shetland ponies were
on view in a children’s play
area, alongside a café. There
is a small charge to enter
the Park, since it does not
belong to the Railway. Once
back at Lan’son there was
much to interest us with
Priory ruins, a Museum

An Alternative View of the Cornish Countryside
continued:

since part of it runs at the
back of houses in Bodmin
- unfortunate for the lady
with a large glass of vino,
lying on her sun lounger
(rather less privacy than
the wildlife had at Lappa
Valley!!). We were soon in
the countryside, however,
amongst the usual railside flora - purple butterfly
bush, pheasant berry plant
with its pendulous racemes
and lemon yellow evening
primrose. Boscarne Junction
is close to the Camel trail
which was evident from the

Borough Arms) since there
was a well frequented buffet
car on board which involved
much walking up and down
the corridor by young
passengers (I told you it was
like a proper train!!).
Too soon the trip
was over, though many
passengers lingered on the
platform, soaking up the
sun and atmosphere of
the station. If you feel like
taking any of the trips I have
mentioned, it is advisable
to check the times of the
trains. All the Railways are

‘Lilian’ at Launceston Steam Railway

of Vintage Transport and
Machinery, a well stocked
Bookshop for the enthusiast
(I didn’t know there were so
many books on Steam!!) and
a Buffet providing, amongst
other refreshments, freshly
made sandwiches. Our
journey through lush, open
countryside, with no roads
and little signs of habitation,
was a view of the Cornish
countryside that passengers
on those old time Waterloo
trains, may have recognised.
My third excursion
was on the Bodmin and
Wenford Railway and you may not believe this but
it was the hottest, sunniest
day yet!! Bodmin General
is as near to authentic
steam travel as you can get
– proper station; proper full-

sized steam locomotives and
proper guard, in cap, pristine
white shirt with whistle and
green flag. Although without
the burden of suitcases,
you can imagine you are
off on holiday to distant
destinations - Orient Express
- here I come! In our case the
destination was Boscarne
Junction; you could go to
Bodmin Parkway, which is
in the opposite direction. It
was a relaxed journey with
a compartment to ourselves
going out and on the return
journey a delightful family
of four generations - GreatGrandma, Grandma, Dad,
Mum (carrying an unseen
passenger) and a wellbehaved little, wide-eyed
cherub. The scenery was
quite different from Lan’son,

The Old Coach House

number of cycles whizzing
along beside the rail track.
One enterprising cycling
family had hired a buggy
for their dog and I guess
those panting hotly behind
their owners’ bikes wished
they had been offered
similar transport. If you
fancy refreshments whilst
travelling there is no need
to wait until you reach your
destination (close to The

on the internet giving much
information on times, fares
etc. Oh and the book, film
and poem – Thomas, Railway
Stories by Rev W Awdry,
Brief Encounter directed
by David Lean and From
a Railway Carriage by R L
Stevenson – but you guessed
that didn’t you?
www.lappavalley.co.uk
www.launcestonsr.co.uk
www.bodminandwenfordrailway.co.uk

GQ

Phil Headon
Builder & Stonewaller - Craftmason

Relax in this
beautiful 300
year old coach
house and stables
Open all Year
All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Jackie & Geoff Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

Bodmin & Wenford Railway

www.old-coach.co.uk

Stonework, barn conversions
& renovations. New build, extensions,
farm buildings & concreting.

Tel:01840 250424 or 07968727689
All parts of Cornwall & Devon covered.
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Parish Council News

Forrabury
and
Minster
Parish Council meet in the
Village Hall on the second
Thursday of each month at
7pm. Members of the public
are invited to attend and
may address the Council
during the first ten minutes
of the meeting. A copy of
the agenda is displayed on
the Parish Council notice
boards and website prior
to all meetings. Minutes
of previous meetings are
displayed once they are
approved by the Council.
For further information
please contact the Parish
Clerk, Bob Smith on 01840
250440
formin.parish@virgin.net
or visit www.
boscastlecornwall.org.uk

Parish Council Cooption
Due to the resignation of
Philippa Arthan a vacancy
occurred on the Parish
Council. As there was no
call from the public for a
by-election the vacancy
was filled by co-option.
There were two candidates
standing for co-option;
Arthur Bannister and
Fred Hockin. At the July
meeting Councillors voted
in favour of Fred Hockin
with 6 votes and 2 votes
for Arthur Bannister.
Cllr Hockin attended his
first Council meeting in
August.
The ten council members
Communication
The Chairman, Cllr Ferrett are now Anthony Brewer,
gave a resume of the Ian Dawson, Pat Day,
difficulties encountered in Dave Ferrett (Chairman),
the previous ten months. George Findlay, Fred
He urged everyone to Hocking, Nanette Irvine“forgive
and
forget”. Little, Chris Jarvis, Mark
Approved minutes of the Smith and Chris Rodda.
Parish Council meetings
Public participation
will be posted on the
The turnover of Parish
notice boards round the
Councillors was questioned.
village and also added to
A vote of thanks was given
the website.

Valency

“Nestled into the beautiful
Valency Valley close
to the famous harbour,
scenic old village and
dramatic coast path.”
Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering
Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall. PL35 0HF
www.valencybandb.com
01840 250397
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to Cllr Arthan for her
sterling efforts over many
years.
Concern was expressed
about the bus stop sign by
the toilets in the car park.
People are walking into the
pole as it is sited forward of
the border. (see also page 4)
Publication of planning
applications in the local
press should be resumed as
a matter of urgency.
Concern
about
the
overgrown pavements in
some areas of the village.
Condition of walls of the
National Trust properties
in the Harbour badly in
need of painting. Parish
Council will write to the
National Trust re this.
Parish Plan
It has been agreed by
the Councillors that it
would be advantageous
to have a Parish Plan.
Some information leaflets
have been circulated to
organizations
within
the village and a Public
meeting will be arranged
in the autumn when the
holiday season is over to
gauge the level of interest
in the proposal.
Refuse collection
Cllr Rodda has expressed
concern about domestic

waste in Boscastle. Bags left
on the roadside, sometimes
for several days, are ripped
open by seagulls leaving the
roads littered with rubbish.
He has been in contact
with Cornwall Council in
an endeavour to resolve
this situation.
A letter has been circulated
to
most
households
“Incorrect
presentation
of domestic waste at
Boscastle”. Householders
have been asked not to put
out waste in advance of the
collection day and to ensure
that all bags are placed in a
bin with a lid.
Sewage Advisory
Group
Cllrs Findlay and Dawson
attend the monthly liaison
meetings with SWW and
the contractors and report
back to the Parish Council.
All work is progressing
well and is generally on
schedule. (see page X for
SWW’s report)
Camelford One Stop
Shop
Chris Sims, manager
of the Camelford One
Stop Shop attended the
August meeting to explain
how the local centres in
Cornwall will operate and
bring benefits to the local
communities.

THE OLD MILL

BOSCASTLE
Antiques
Prints
Old Books
Bears
Linen
Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards,
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings,
Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Come And See For Yourself

tel: 01840 250230
www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials
Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea
Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

Co Cllr
Glenton
Brown
writes:
I do believe our
Community network
is developing its role
locally, after commitment
and determination by
the team, but the more
embracing role of the
network is somewhat on
hold while the Cabinet
want more research into
how it can best serve the
community. I fear unless
members are given some
budget for say highways
and small community
ventures, its appeal will be
really limited.
I did propose, and Cllrs
Lugg and Goodenough
enthusiastically agreed,
that we hold a surgery
at the One Stop Shop
in Camelford on the
3rd Thursday of each
month from 10am to
12 noon. We’ve held the

first one. Would anyone
attend? To our relief we
were kept busy until the
last fifteen minutes.
In Boscastle, an elderly
gentleman tripped outside
the new toilets and
badly hurt himself, and
was taken to hospital. It
appears quite a few people
have tripped over the one
step since this new block
was built. My thanks to
Mr Graham King for
drawing my attention to
this problem, and also
to Mr Charlie David
for his prompt action in
arranging for a handrail to
be fixed.
With autumn just
around the corner, I
appeal to the Parish
Council that they will look
favourably at keeping the
leaves clear of all drains
in the lower part of Old
Road, to avoid problems
in the bridge area.
gbrown@cornwall.gov.uk
01840 770302

01840 250501
CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
and
POST OFFICE
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fuit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344

Step at pedestrian exit to carpark adjacent to toilet block
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Alison Birbeck would like to
thank everyone for their prayers,
messages of comfort and sympathy,
and support on the death of Peter.
Jesus said “I am the Resurrection
and the Life”. Peter believed this.

From the Methodist Minister:
For all of us in the local Methodist
Circuits and Churches we are
experiencing a period of Change,
Celebration and Challenge.
Our changes involve a change of
Ministers and preparing for a change
of Circuit boundaries. In late July we
said farewell to the Rev. Stella Long
who has been based at Camelford for
the last five years, and has looked after
the Methodist Work at Boscastle over
the past year. Stella has moved on to
Romsey in Hampshire to become
their Superintendent Minister. I shall
be looking after the work at Boscastle
for the coming year – you can contact
me on my new ‘phone number 01840
214818
Over the coming months we
shall be working to bring together
the Camelford and Tintagel Circuit
and our neighbouring Week St.
Mary Circuit as a new Circuit from
September 2010. Alongside this
we are welcoming the Rev. Doreen
Sparey-Delacassa to the area to work
with us in new initiatives. Doreen will
be welcomed to the area on Sunday,
September 6th and will be living in
the Manse at Canworthy Water.
This is also a season of Celebration,
as we share together in Harvest
Celebrations. At our Boscastle
Methodist Church we shall be holding
our Harvest Services on Sunday
September 27th with Services at 11a.
m. and 6p.m. You are cordially invited
to “come and join the Celebration”.
Nationally September 27th is
being marked as ‘Back to Church
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Sunday’ – a Sunday on which we are
all challenged to consider what the
Christian Church means to us. Some
churches will be offering invitations
to people to share with them on that
day in special services to ponder the
significance of the Church for them.
The challenge is to all of us to think
about the more basic questions of
life about why we are here? What
the purpose of life is? And where is
life leading us? Our Christian belief
is that life is God given, to be lived
out in dialogue with God as we
move toward sharing in a fuller way
in God’s presence in the life beyond
our earthly experience. Through the
Church we explore that dialogue
with God together, and give meaning
to our lives. The challenge is for all
of us to ponder these things and take
appropriate action.
Every Blessing,
Bryan Ede

From the Church of England
Dear friends
It was really good to see so many of
you supporting Michael Parsons when
he was Priested at Minster Church on
28th June by our new Bishop, Bishop
Tim. A really moving occasion, and
probably the first Priesting in that
building in its 1,500 years of history,
so also a very historic occasion as
well.
The service was really uplifting,
with people coming to support
Michael from various stages of his
ministry, including the Venerable
Conrad Patterson who flew over
especially for the occasion. Conrad
preached eloquently to the gathered
congregation.
The Gospel was read by The Revd
Stella Long, as one of her final acts
of ecumenical work before she sadly
left the area for her new ministry, and
our prayers go with her as she moves
away.

Prayers were read out by members
of the Children’s Church, who also
had various activities arranged for
them for the first part of the service.
Our Group choir also impressed us all
with the high quality of their singing,
and the moving performance of a
special anthem for the occasion.
The service was concluded with
a ‘Faith Lunch’ which unfortunately
had to be inside due to the weather,
but non the less, was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
Michael then took his first service
as a Priest on the following Thursday
morning, again at Minster church,
and this was attended by close family
and friends, and was a deeply moving
experience for those of us privileged
to have been there.
I would like to take this opportunity
of thanking you all for the support
that you have given Michael over the
last few years as he journeyed to this
special time, and I look forward to
working closely with Michael during
the rest of my ministry here in this
Group of Churches.
It is really encouraging to see
people seeking out our Lords calling
for them in their lives, and many
people are called every day to serve
Christ in the communities in which
we live. Not everybody is called to
become a Priest though, and there
needs to be an understanding of what
calling is for the majority of people.
This is one of my favourite parts of
ministry, this exploring of calling,
this trying to discern what it is that
we are each called to do.
I was privileged to have been
ordained alongside 14 other people,
and only 4 of our group were called to
full time ministry, the rest all sensed
that God required them to still keep
working within their current jobs, and
that their ministry was also exercised
there as well.

Some of my group were retired,
and so were able to give much time to
their new ministry, whilst others were
still working full time, as teachers,
shop keepers, dust bin men, etc,
their ministry and also ours is to be a
witness to Christ in all that we do. To
ensure that everything that we work
towards is done in Christ’s name. Not
always an easy task but one that we
should always strive towards.
There are for sale at many shops
– though not here in Boscastle – wrist
bands that have the letters ‘W.W.J.D.’
written on them, nothing more and
nothing less.
The letters W.W.J.D. stand for
‘What Would Jesus Do’ and the wrist
band is there to inspire us to be always
asking that question W.W.J.D? What
does Jesus want us to do with our
lives?
What does Jesus want you to do
with your life? and are you prepared
to follow in his footsteps and to serve
others as Jesus first served us.
May the Blessings of God rest
upon you all, now and always.
Amen
Fr Robert

Harbour Funday & Songs
of Praise
The weather on Bank holiday Sunday
did not look promising, but by
the time the Open Air Eucharist
Service started at 10.30, the day was
improving. About 80 people assembled
on Jane Castling’s lawn, for a Service
led by Rev. Michael Parsons and Rev.
Robert Thewsey, ably assisted on the
keyboard by Maria Nicholls. During
the Service beautiful Pulpit Falls, made
by the Children’s Holiday club, were
presented to each of the Churches in
the Boscastle Group

By Noon the furniture had been
rearranged, Barbeque lit, and fully
operational, and the tea urn pressed
into action ready for the Summer
Fete. Children enjoyed having their
faces painted, and using the bouncy
castle, guessing where the treasure
was hidden on Treasure Island, while
adults tried their luck on the tombola,
and browsed the book stall, the bric
a brac, the numerous home made
cakes and the well stocked plant stall.
Delicious burgers, pork rolls and
sausages were consumed, along with
home made cakes and scones, and
locally made tubs of ice cream.
By kind permission of the National
Trust, several of the attractions spilled
out of the garden to the riverbank.
Raffle tickets were sold at great speed,
the bottle stall was well stocked,
and made a good profit. The china
smashing provided much amusement,
along with the dart competition and
the stocks.
The crowds were kept amused by
the most professional Bodmin Jazz
Orchestra, and the Maramchurch
Hand Bell Ringers. Jimmy the Jester
was waiting on the sidelines, but sadly
the weather was against us, and just
before the end of the Fete the Cornish
rain descended! The event was the
best ever as far as raising funds for the
Boscastle Group of Churches, with a
clear profit of £1600. Many thanks
for all who helped before, during and
after the event, and gave so generously
of their time, produce and prizes.
The Songs of Praise Service planned
for the evening in the Harbour was
moved the the Methodist Chapel,
and we are most grateful to St Gennys
Silver Band for providing the music
for this.

MILLER’S PANTRY
At The Old Mill
01840 250223
Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts
Coffee + Light + Teas
Lunches

Bottreaux Garage
Lock up garages
and stores to let at
Bottreaux Garage
Boscastle
For further information
call into garage or
telephone
01548-560500 or
07767-294281
VENN DOWN FARMHOUSE

Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist Chapel:
Rev Bryan Ede,
The Manse, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770274

Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey
St Paul’s Church, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770663

Church of England:
Fr Robert Thewsey
The Rectory, Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250359

Religious Society of Friends:

Open all year 01840 250599

Quakers meet each Sunday at
10.30am in the John Betjeman
Centre, Wadebridge

Diane & Peter Bentall
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

Luxury self catering apartments
Tranquil location, distant sea views

****
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James Thornton Hughes “Jim”
27/12/1926 ~ 23/6/2009

The photograph Jim left for the Blowhole

Jim Hughes was a meticulous man
and left his affairs in apple pie
order. He also had an impish sense
of humour. Amongst his papers he
left a snap in an envelope marked
“Photograph, (in case its wanted for
the Blowhole)”.
Jim was born in Wembley Middlesex
in 1926, the year of the great strike.
Times were hard but together with his
sister Barbara he was well brought up
within the family with its natural love
and affection, and from this distance
in time was left with memories
which recalled only the sunny days of
childhood of which there seemed so
many.
After leaving school his father
got him a job in the laboratories of
the gramophone company, War had
started and on reaching 18 Jim was
deferred military service until he
completed his studies after which
he did his National service. To
his surprise he actually enjoyed it,
becoming a square peg in a square
hole, spending most of the time
in laboratories at various military
hospitals. Here he learned tolerance,
something which remained with him
for the rest of his life.
On leaving the army Jim took up a
position in EMI/HMV as a chemist,
the marriage of chemistry and sound
recording appealed to him greatly,
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it became almost a vocation and he
felt that he belonged to an especially
privileged generation in the music
business which he came to regard as
the “industry of human happiness”.
He progressed with the company
and in later years became a consultant,
lecturing and writing on various
aspects of L.P record manufacture and
with nearly 50 years in the industry it
was natural that Jim would become a
well known and respected figure in the
industry, and natural too that with his
knowledge and experience he should
have earned the professed respect
of colleagues and fiends within the
gramophone business both at home
and overseas. Jim never married and
the suggestion that he was married to
his work was met with a twinkle in
his eye, for indeed there was perhaps
a grain of truth in it.
The coming of compact discs into
the industry, involving manufacturing
technologies he did not understand
and thinking it soulless, too clinical
and with no room for original
thought or personal initiative Jim
decided to retire. Also Boscastle
beckoned: he had been to the village
in the sixties and it had left a lasting
impression. With his life time friend
Charles they pooled resources and
moved to Boscastle, living simply in
what they regarded as a very special

place. They were like Tweedledurn
and Tweedledee, one loved living by
the sea and the other preferred the
countryside, and Boscastle, of course,
had enough of each for both.
Charles passed away in July 2000
after which Jim gained great comfort
and enjoyment from the slow pace of
village life. Everyone took him under
their wing and, without realising it,
helped him greatly with his loneliness
which he never showed outside of his
house. In private Jim used to grumble
(in a nice way) that a simple walk to
the post box at Forrabury had taken
hours, because so many friends had
stopped him for a chat. If it made
him late for a bus or appointment
he would never complain, in fact Jim
never complained about anything,
even whilst clearly in discomfort. In
his last weeks in hospital he didn’t
ask for painkillers as he “didn’t want
to inconvenience” the nurses who in
Jims opinion were busy looking after
other far more important patients!
“Gentleman Jim” is an apt
description for a man who never
judged, criticised or ever displayed
anger and who without exception
put everyone before himself.
I stayed with Jim constantly for
his last week and was holding his

As we remember Jim

Jim Hughes
hand as he slipped away. Every single
card and message I read aloud to him
and my last words to him were how
much not just me, Jan, Barbara and
the boys loved him but how all his
friends within the village loved him
too. Jim smiled, squeezed my hand
and fell asleep.
Jim is buried at Minster alongside
his life long friend Charles. Jim’s sister
Barbara, Nick, Jeanne and the boys
would like to thank everyone for their
cards and good wishes whilst Jim was
in hospital, expressions of sympathy
and for their donations made to
Cancer Fundraising for Cornwall.

Hounslow, Middlesex
Dear Blowhol
I was upset to receive a letter from
Nick Herrington informing me that
Jimmy Hughes of 8, Cambeak had
passed away.
Jimmy and I met in 1943 at
Isleworth Polytechnic, in Middlesex
at their chemistry class. Two of his
friends were there also/ their names
were Peter Golding and Clifford
Hogwood who both worked with
him in the laboratory at HMV which
later changed its name to EMI.
After a number of years in the
Royal Navy as a Petty Officer on
the sick berth side, Clifford went
to South Africa and finally made
himself a home there. I don’t know
where Peter went.
Jimmy and myself kept in touch
over the years after he moved from
Southall, Middlesex. The only
criticism he ever had about the
Boscastle area was. “It can be a bit
windy at times over here, otherwise
everything else is beautiful”.
He never told me the full extent of
his health problems he always brushed
aside any suggestion on my part that
there might be a serious side to it. He
seemed to be more concerned with
how other people were getting on.
Yours sincerely
Ian Murray

THE NATIONAL TRUST
Events in North Cornwall - Autumn & Winter

If you fancy getting active out
and about this autumn and
winter, why not join as at one of
these events in North Cornwall.
Just contact the relevant phone
number for info or booking.
Boscastle to Morwenstow
Events - Info 01288 331372
Tues 6th October - Kilkhampton
Castle Work Party, 10am - 4pm.
Kilkhampton Castle. Grid
reference SS 243 116.
Help the wardens clear
vegetation and scrub to help
conserve this fascinating
archaeological site and to
benefit wildlife. Bring suitable
workwear & refreshments.
Limited roadside parking
Sat 31st October - Halloween
Treats, 3pm – 6pm, Stowe
Barton, Kilkhampton. Grid Ref
SS212113.
Join us at Stowe Barton orchard
for lantern making and display,
bat box building, face painting,
Halloween games and activities.
Costs £3 per person, plus small
charges for refreshments. Bring
warm clothes and a torch may
be useful
Tues 3rd November - Scrub
and Spuds, 10am - 4pm,
Sandymouth, Nr. Bude. Grid
Ref SS203100.
Help the wardens with some
scrub bashing to manage the
coastal heathland for wildlife.
Baked spuds cooked on the fire,
so bring a filling if you fancy.
Wear suitable work clothes and
bring any extra refreshments
required
Tues 1st December - Coppicing
Work Party, 10am - 4pm,
Valency Valley, Boscastle. Meet
main car park. Grid reference SX
103 912

Help the wardens with some
coppicing along the Valency Valley.
Bring refreshments and suitable
workwear
Polzeath to Tintagel Events Booking 01208 863821
Fri 30th October - Scrub Bash and
BBQ, 10am - 3pm. Meet Lundy
Bay car park, Nr. Polzeath. Grid
reference SW953795.
Help manage a stunning spot on the
North Cornwall coast with some
scrub bashing to benefit wildlife.
BBQ. Dessert provided by the
wardens! Bring suitable workwear
and something to cook on the
BBQ. Booking essential
Fri 27th November - Epphaven
Scrub Bash & Pasty Lunch, 10am
- 3pm. Meet Lundy Bay car
park, Nr. Polzeath. Grid Ref SW
953796.
Help the wardens with some
autumn scrub bashing to benefit
wildlife. Pasty lunch provided.
Wear suitable work clothes and
bring any extra refreshments you
require. Booking essential
Fri 11th December – Pre-Christmas
Beach Clean, 10am – 12noon.
Meet Pentireglaze Haven, New
Polzeath.
Help us clean one of Polzeath’s
lovely beaches. Reward yourself
with a mince pie. Wrap up warmly
and bring a drink. Booking
advisable
Holywell to Camel Events – Info
01208 863046
Mon 5th October - Wetlands
Management at Porth Mear Valley,
11am - 3pm, Park Head near
Bedruthan Steps. Grid reference
SW852708.
Help us with pond dragging and
reed cutting in this beautiful coastal
valley. Bring suitable workwear and
refreshments.
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RUBBISH COLLECTION IN BOSCASTLE
Since the beginning of July
Cornwall Council and the
Parish Council have been
mounting a campaign to
discourage householders
and holiday makers from
providing free meals for
seagulls and other wildlife.
Too often plastic bags
full of rotting food and
other unpleasant waste
have been dumped on
the roadside by departing
holiday tenants on a
Saturday morning. By the
following Thursday rubbish
collection the contents
have been scattered over
the roads, a discouraging
sight for tourists and locals
and particularly for Gerry
Adams, the Parish Council’s
own “litter picker”.
Radio Cornwall were
asked to feature the problem
on a morning programme
and the next week it was
a Cornish Guardian lead
article.
Debbie Atwill,
the local Street Ranger
and Verity Palk, Waste
Manager, joined forces
with Gerry, David Ferrett
and Chris Rodda from the
Parish Council, to leaflet
drop all householders,
giving advice on the most
hygienic way to dispose of
household waste.
Everyone is aware that
carelessness rather than
obduracy causes most of the

Gerry Adams being interviewed for Radio Cornwall

unsightly mess, and residents
are advised not to put out
rubbish earlier than the
evening before collection.
If there is a particular
problem with bags being
attacked, a lidded dustbin
is the answer, and occupiers
of flats may join together to
use a communal bin.
In the harbour area
the National Trust has
noted that its policy of
providing tearoom paper
plates and cups, instead of
more traditional china, has
exacerbated the problem
and supplied bins for waste
disposal. Dog walkers have
been asked to ensure pet
offerings are wrapped and
placed in the appropriate
receptacles (which instead
some people have treated
as ordinary waste bins).

At the end of the
day, persistent offenders
can be prosecuted, but
gentle persuasion and a
communal effort to keep
Boscastle as attractive as
we would like to find it,
seems to be the way. We
look forward to a more
delightful, fragrant village
in the future.
At present the Council
is reluctant to provide
communal waste bins,
along the lines of French
or Spanish systems, but
are looking at solutions
across the whole County.
Anyone further interested
in the problem should either
contact a Parish Councillor
or Debbie Atwill on 01208
262800 who will be
monitoring the outcome
of the campaign.
CR

Thank You
Vanessa Seldon and Hazel
Beetles would like to thank
family, friends, the local
community
and
those
from further a field who
generously sponsored them
in aid of Breast Cancer and
Meningitis Research, two
charities close to our hearts.
A total of £699.50 was raised
which has been divided
equally between the above.
Thank you also to the
Cobweb Inn, Boscastle
Newsagents,
Bottreaux
Garage and the Napoleon Inn
for holding sponsor forms.
Our 5.5-mile circular walk
of Boscastle was on 7th June
and took just over 2 hours.
The weather was perfect and
the views as spectacular as
ever. We were delighted to
have the company of Belinda
Adams on the day. The three
of us were grateful to Martin
Pethick who provided us
with “light refreshments”
along the way. This consisted
of wine, beer or squash and
5 packets of crisps delicately
thrown upon the kitchen
table. Cheers M.P. it was
much appreciated.

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making

All Styles of Heading
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat
Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756
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P.S. in response to the
summer edition of the
Blowhole, I would like
to assure ‘Sporting Briefs
Martin’ that Hazel has not
ditched her oar and has been
pulling as much as possible
throughout the year!

Boscastle, Digitally Switched-Over
Do you like being
‘Digitally Switched
Over’??
I received mixed reports
when I asked viewers about
their experiences of the
changeover. In my own
case it was easy, since we
have a dish. All we had
to do was let technology
take care of itself. In fact I
had to have it pointed out
that the changeover had
occurred and how much
better the reception was and there was I thinking I
was cleaning my specs more
often!! On the other hand,
it was rather like being left
out of the loop so, as I was
curious to know what had
happened, I asked around.
One lady, who had a
television with built in
‘Freeview’, said she had
managed the transition
without difficulty, since
she was able to follow
the tuning-in procedure
clearly from the television’s
‘auto-tuning’ menu. She
said ‘being well informed
before-hand’ had helped;
particularly the advice on
not changing her existing
aerial. The old aerial had
been checked and had not
needed to be replaced. Her
reception had improved.
However it was not
plain sailing for other
viewers. One lady who has
a Sky dish is now receiving
London and Oxford news
bulletins on the channel
where once she had West
Country news. When
she queried this with the
digital help line they had
passed the buck, blaming
Sky!! Some problems arose
when old television sets

were connected to a ‘digi’
box. One of the problems
with the old sets was that,
in some cases, the picture
was reduced, leaving a black
border top and bottom.
Another viewer had an old,
curved-screen
television
set and found that some of
the picture was lost because
of this, as in the case of the
Western she was watching.
When they came to the
obligatory shootout, the
person being shot at was out
of view around the curve of
the screen (did he die or did
he not!!). She had been told
that the problem occurred
because films are recorded
for the flat screen. So much
for ‘don’t change your old
set’, or was her information
an urban myth??
The period between the
two changeover dates meant
that, whilst BBC was digital,
ITV and Channel 4 were
still analogue, which meant
two remote controls were
needed. Not ideal in some
instances; since it caused a
great deal of confusion and a
great deal of stress for several
husbands!! Now don’t run
away with the idea that we
women were the only ones
unable to cope with this
new technology, for that was
not the case. Perhaps we are
just more vocal about the
problems.
If every ‘digi’ box had
been supplied with that
fabled 12 year old child who
has the capability of hacking
into NASA, the problems
might have been resolved
quickly. So, has anyone got
a 12 year old child handy?
Names on a postcard,
please.

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints and cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

HERITAGE

Renovation & Construction Ltd, and
Bespoke Joinery Ltd
Unit 2, Highfield Industrial Estate, Camelford PL32 9RA
✠ Barn conversions New Builds Refurbishment works ✠
✠ Windows Doors Stairs Kitchens ✠
✠ Contemporary and Traditional ✠
Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on

01840 214854
www.heritageonsite.co.uk
email: info@heritageonsite.co.uk
Building locally for over 20 years

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce
Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:
Adrian Prescott (chairman) 250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary) 250314
Chris Searle (treasurer) 250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary) 250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching
in Cornwall. Parents are welcome to attend the lessons.
For further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

01840 770470

GQ
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2009 Page 17

Michael Turner
1929 ~ 2009

Michael and Ruth first came
to Boscastle for a holiday.
They borrowed Morval
Cottage, just behind the
Wellington, from my
mother. Like so many
people before them, and
since, they fell in love with
the village. They bought
Martindale,
opposite
what was the Post Office,
and roared down from
Hampshire, in Michael’s
Porsche, for holidays, and
as many weekends as they
could manage.
The Porsche raised a few
eyebrows, mine among them
but, to my surprise – and I
was not alone – Michael
was an exceptionally good
driver. When he retired he
and Ruth bought Paradise
House, and became part of
the village.
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Our main memories
of Michael here are for
the annual Music Hall. It
was his great contribution
to Boscastle life. We
remember the joy and
laughter it brought, for ten
happy years.
It would never have
been without him. He
produced and directed it.
He chose the programme.
He designed the sets,
and built them. He was a
perfectionist. Rehearsals
began in October for a
show in February. And we
enjoyed performances some
of our stars hadn’t dreamed
they were capable of.
Michael was also a
talented scene painter.
No-one who saw it will
forget his backdrop of
the entrance to Boscastle

Harbour. It was flanked by
two splendid mermaids.
Small waves danced across
the set and there was instant
laughter when small boats
– also built by Michael
– bobbed across. The
illusion was operated by
George Findlay, crouched
uncomfortably
behind
the stage. And there was
David Pinn, seemingly
amid the waves, waving,
and probably drowning
as – front of stage with
their backs to him – the
life boat men sang about
what splendid, brave,
conscientious and eagleeyed fellows they were.
But of course Michael
had a life before Boscastle.
His career was in book
publishing. He and I met
there over fifty years ago.
He started as a researcher on
Everyman’s Encyclopaedia,
which was a pretty lowly
job. A few decades later he
was managing director of
what was then Associated
Book Publishers, now part
of the Canadian Thomson
Group.
Then, as ABP, it took
in Sweet & Maxwell, law
publishers; Tavistock Press,
psychology and science;
Eyre and Spottiswoode
and Methuen, general
publishers, and many more.
Of the authors he worked
with I think his favourites
were Jilly Cooper and
Leslie Thomas.
There were offices in
Australia, India, New
Zealand, South Africa
and, on the western side,
Canada, America, Mexico.
Twice a year Michael
would go off on his travels:
first east, then west. He
served as president of the

Publishers
Association
and, after ABP had been
bought by Thomson and
when Michael was semiretired, as consultant to the
Thomson group, and to
Lord Thomson. He helped
him to build one of the
world’s finest collections of
18th and early 19th century
ship models, many built by
French prisoners during the
Napoleonic wars. Michael’s
own nautical passion
was for models of paddle
steamers and for pictures
of paddle steamers. He had
an enviable collection.
And I must not
forget TinTin which is a
publishing phenomenon:
200
million
copies
sold world wide, of the
adventures of the Belgian
boy reporter and his dog
Snowy, told in comic strip
form. Michael and Leslie
Lonsdale-Cooper
both
of them working then
for Methuen in middling
positions,
translated
them from the French.
They translated the first
for nothing because they
believed in it. “Children”,
decreed the then masters
of Methuen, “will never
accept a book of comic
strips about a Belgian boy
reporter”, but they agreed
to give it a try. Many
hundreds of thousands of
English-language copies
sold were to prove them
wrong.
Michael’s health failed
badly toward the end. He
got unstinting support
from his friends in the
village, while he could still
live alone. Then Jane and
Emma took over. He was
lucky in his daughters.
They did everything they

Michael Turner

Michael as Ivanski at the Cane of Harmony

could, and everything they
should. Most important
of all they found him a
place in a nursing home, in
Hampshire, close to them,
and to his much loved
grandchildren. He was
happy there, and well cared
for. He died, in his sleep,
on 10 July. He was 80.
But let me end on a
happy note, as he would
have wished. The place is
the village hall; the occasion
is the end of the last night
of another successful run
of Michael’s annual Music
Hall. The cast have taken
their bows. The audience
is applauding. The stage
hands join the cast on stage,
more applause; the pianist

and his page turner join
them. Then Michael takes
centre stage. The applause
reaches a peak. Michael is
beaming away.
The house lights
come up, and our star,
Roger Nichols, leads the
cast and audience in the
traditional end of our
shows, a rousing, rafter
raising rendering of the
Cornish anthem: The
song of the western men.
Michael
is
still
beaming away. Happy
to have helped to give so
much joy, and laughter.
And that is the way, I
know, he would like us to
remember him.
DAVID WHITAKER

Opticians open in Camelford

J S Eyecare, Opticians
5 Market Place, Camelford

Tel: 01840 213011
Complete spectacles from £40
Contact lenses supplied & fitted
Feel free to call in and browse our wide
selection of frames including designer ranges

These stunning backdrops, made for the Cave of
Harmony performances by Michael Turner, need a new
home. Does anyone have a space where they could
be displayed or stored?
Please ring Arthur Bannister on 250123 if you can help.

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

N CEIC
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583
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Pickwick
Papers
I live in an old house, three
hundred years old, and
it was not planned that I
would buy such an elderly
property but, nevertheless
I did. I am a great believer
that suitable houses almost
beckon to us when we are
searching for somewhere to
live - and we do seem to know
once inside the prospective
property whether or not
we could live the rest of
our lives there. Without
knowing the history of my
house I found it suitable for
all sorts of reasons, not least
of which was the quiet and
settled atmosphere that the
stones of this old and at that
time empty cottage seemed
to exude.
For me it was a thing
of dreams, a cottage in the
country, and it took just
moments to tell the estate
agent that this was the

one and after due process
it became mine. The best
bit of an old house is the
history; the lives that
were lived out over the
three centuries that it had
stood; happy marriages or
otherwise, children growing
up illness and death all part
of life and the lives that have
passed through my cottage!
It did not take very long to
learn from local people just
who had lived there, more
particularly who had died
there, even down to the
detail of the room in which
they died. I am told that
on at least one occasion,
following a collision, that
a caravan ended up on the
roof of the house which
could have been disastrous
had it been at the point in
its history when a family
of seventeen lived in what
was then “a two up and
two down” tied cottage.
Over the years it has been
extended and in the 1920’s
a new kitchen and what is
now a bathroom was added

WESTERN SUPPLY CO

Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY
Atlantic Road, Delabole, Cornwall, PL33 9DN Tel: 01840 212580

“One of the best stocked suppliers in the South West...”!

to the back of the house
and about twenty years ago
another two bedrooms and
two downstairs rooms were
added. It certainly seems
that my house has seen life,
as they say.
Of course old houses
don’t just come with
history they come with all
the usual maladies of old
age! I should know having
first hand experience of
both - old age and an old
house. It is amazing how
many unsettling creaks and
groans the old house makes
and in the dead of night it
can seem quite eerie and I
must confess to getting up
to investigate some of the
more unusual sounds only
to find absolutely nothing to
explain them. Having stood
four square for the last three
hundred years I am certain
that it will remain habitable
for a good many years yet
to come. However, a few
months ago the roof over
the bathroom and kitchen
sprang a leak and temporary
measures failed to either
reveal or solve the problem;
water has a happy knack of
coming in a million miles
away , give or take a foot
or two, from where the
leak actually manifests. The
indoor water feature soon
became a part of our daily
life, situated just outside
the bathroom door on the
ground floor it was not

enough to term it a shower
but sufficient to begin to
ruin the carpet. A bucket
was strategically placed
underneath the main drip,
at first only when it rained
but eventually the bucket
became a regular feature of
the hall. As time passed two
other buckets joined it since
the water had graduated
from a steady drip, drip, drip
to a regular trickle on those
days, and there have been
many this summer, when
it rained long and heavily.
Indeed the weather forecast
took on a new significance
and I knew just how those
at sea must hang onto
every word of the shipping
forecast; “dry, sunny and
warm” became music to my
ears whereas “rain, heavy at
times” meant the buckets
had to be realigned and
using the bathroom was
a little bit like an obstacle
race as you stepped over the
buckets and tried to dodge
the drips at the same time.
A builder had been
consulted and a date to carry
out the necessary work was
set for mid-May but delays
on other work meant the
builder had to put my roof
back to mid-June which
soon became July. Towards
the end of July, and quite
unheralded, a very large skip
arrived so one hoped that
the problems were nearly
over - scaffold boards and

Come and see our extensive range of
Building and D.I.Y products

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL

Including...
• Patio slabs and decking
• Decorative chippings and pebbles

1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

SPECIAL OFFER:
3 x 60 ltr of GROWMOOR MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
Just £10 (inc. VAT)

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only) Ample Parking Deliveries arranged

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155
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Pickwick
Papers
continued

many other etceteras arrived
thus cementing my joy at
the thought of soon being
able to remove the buckets
at long last. The joy was to
be short lived since it would
take two clear dry days to
enable the offending part of
the roof to be stripped and
thus assess what was going
on underneath the sheeting
already there. A barbecue
summer was forecast for
July and August but that
forecast proved wide of the
mark since it was another
two weeks before such
halcyon weather permitted
work to begin. The middle
of August saw the roof
stripped bare and I learnt
about purlins, beams and
tanalised timber and then

work stopped but only to
peruse a copy of The Sun
newspaper dated 1991
which had been found in
the roof space; it appeared
to prove that the female
form had not changed
much over the last twenty
years. A window appeared
that had been part of the
original cottage structure,
before being built over in
the 1920’s, and at one point
a foot came through the
ceiling causing much of the
plaster to collapse leaving a
nice hole open to the night
sky and so it went on until
the roof was finally finished
and with much faith the
buckets were removed and
I went to bed satisfied that
it had been a job well done
and worth waiting for.
For sure this old house
will keep me poor, as they
say, but I love it just the
same!

Liaison Group Meetings
Regular meetings are held by SWW and Bam Nuttall
Limited with representatives of all those involved in the
project. Local organisations represented are:
Boscastle Chamber of Trade and Commerce:
Adrian Prescott
Forrabury and Minster Parish Council:
Ian Dawson and George Findlay
Trevalga Parish Meeting:
Jacqueline Jarvis (Chair) & Sharon Baylay (Clerk)
Trevalga Traders :
Chris Jarvis.
Tintagel Parish Council:
David Hodge, Roger Wicket & Sue Moth (Clerk)

A M HIRCOCK

PLUMBING AND HEATING
General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating
Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

01840 250320

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service
CONVEYANCING
PROBATE
WILLS
CHILDCARE
DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK
ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT
BUSINESSES
8 Fore Street
Camelford, PL32 9PG
01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin
01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac
01208 880355

THE OLD MANOR HOUSE
Licensed Restaurant
The Bridge, Boscastle

01840 250251
We serve Morning Coffee
Home-made Cream Teas & Cakes
Light Snacks, Hot Meals
All our food is cooked fresh to order using local produce wherever possible.

Takeaway service
Phone us with your order &
we will have it ready for you to collect

Open daily February - October
Dogs (if on a lead) welcome in our Tea Garden

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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Charity Shop Bargains
Ann Rodda muses on
charity shop ‘makeovers’ :
One remembers with
nostalgia the day when
it was, in fact, possible,
even probable, that one
was virtually assured of
purchasing a bargain when
visiting a charity shop: it
could be some unregarded
trifle, a curiosity, an item
of clothing considered
unwearable by the donor
possibly, an unusual book,
a framed print of a doomed
animal or a biblical figure,
an item of decorative
jewellery, bordering on the
idiosyncratic or possibly
merely hideous, but all
having the indisputable
virtue of being cheap, and
thus, a bargain! For a
relatively minor financial
outlay one could return
home, triumphant, plastic
carrier
bag
straining
under the pressure and
filled to overflowing with
the
newspaper-wrapped
spoils of the day, and
spend a happy hour or
two rediscovering the
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thrill of the chase as one
unveiled the purchases to a
possibly less than admiring
audience who realised they
could be doomed to see the
items on display around
the house, or, even worse,
be expected to wear them.
The best a victim could
claim was that, at least, it
did not involve eating the
results, which can often be
the outcome of shopping
in a more traditional
environment.

The average
charity shop
has undergone
a significant
transformation,
not always to the
advantage of
the purchasing
consumer
Alas! These halcyon days
are all but gone. (I trust my
few remaining readers will
applaud the usual inclusion
of a range of clichés, that
the technophobes amongst
you will appreciate, at least

in spirit, if not in detail,
the trouble to which I had
to go to find the é.) The
average charity shop has
undergone a significant
transformation, not always
to the advantage of the
purchasing
consumer,
although let us hope it is to
the benefit of the various
charities’
beneficiaries.
The transforming agents
have, inspired possibly
by such avenging angels
as Mary Portas, swooped
in the manner of flighted
predators upon the innocent
and unwary volunteers who
are the sturdy backbone
of the nation’s charity
outlets: these transforming
agents have turned their
surroundings from the
fascinating and rewarding
ever-so-slightly shambolic
collections of diverse,
unsorted and eclectic piles
of items where one might,
with delight, happen upon
a bargain into a rather
more conventional, less
rewarding layout where we
are assured that everything
that can stand upright has
been ‘valued by one of
our experts’. Occasionally,
one has cause to wonder
if the ‘experts’ have any
knowledge of the areas

they appear to have chosen
as their area of expertise,
or whether or not they
imagine that ’expertise’ is
rather like something you
can just buy in a shop,
like sun tan lotion, -you
know, ‘Expertise Lotion:
the Lotion that Helps You
Know Everything about
your Chosen Subject. Buy
Some Now and Become
an Expert on Anything
Instantaneously.’
and
spread it on quite thickly for
it to have the desired effect.
I ask this merely since some
of the valuations appear to
reflect a market value with
which I am most certainly
unfamiliar.
Sometimes, sadly, the
newly transformed charity
shop lacks the mystery
and promise of the old
unreconstructed versions,
with their possibilities
of
charming
and
unsuspecting finds, and
have become, admittedly,
very
conventionally
attractive, well lit, clearly
labelled, tiny versions of
our familiar department
stores, with beautifully
designed,
colour-coded
arrangements of clothing
and related accessories,
with
stylish
lighting

Charity Shop Bargains
displays. Gone, largely to
one’s relief, are the piles
of garments of dubious
history and cleanliness,
to be replaced by ranks
of, in many cases, brandnew garments from major
stores: the range of hats for
purchase and for hire has
to be seen to be believed!
Having been a determined
non-hat wearer since my
secondary
schooldays,
when what I, and many
of my contemporaries, felt
to be an overemphasis was
placed on the wearing of
the hat at almost all times,
reasonable or unreasonable,
I am probably in a minority
which fails to appreciate
the richness of opportunity
presented by the variety
and choice of hats on offer.
So be it, I can but rejoice
for those of you who
were lucky enough not to
undergo the Intensive Anti
Hat Therapy Course I was
obliged to follow for many
years and who are thus in
a position to draw succour
from the Help The Hatless
Campaign which seems to
have enrolled help from

many of the charity shops
in our area.
So, although I am
an assiduous fan of the
charity shop in principle,
it is with a mild feeling of
despair that I visit the ones
which have undergone the
intensive makeover, and it
is with relief and a wave of
relief that I find myself in
a ‘good old fashioned’ one
which has not been sorted
categorised and ‘valued’
to death, staffed by the
wonderfully good natured
volunteers who give so
freely and willingly of
their time. I do view with
some trepidation, however,
the rise in the numbers of
‘volunteers’ who have some
personal connection with
second hand trade and
markets for personal profit:
it must be difficult for
them not to feel a genuine
conflict of interest. The
traditional volunteer faces
no such quandary; they seek
nothing for themselves,
they give their time and
their patient presence for
the benefit of others. Long
may they reign!

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

Situated in the old,
upper part of this
beautiful harbour
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside
● 9 ensuite Rooms
Tel:
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

01840 250412

Muts Cuts

Qualified City and Guilds Groomer

Gable Cottage
Newhall Green
Near St Teath

Ring Kerri on 01840 211786

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314
Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
Come and see our exciting new season’s
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including JOULES, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, WEIRD FISH
Our new Italian range of “Solo” just has to be seen!
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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Michael Arthur Metcalfe
28 June 1931 – 12 June 2009

Mike was born in Bedford,
the younger son of Dr George
Metcalfe, GP Physician,
keen ornithologist and
photographer.
Schooling
was
in
Bedford
until
1940
when, with his brother
Christopher, he became
a War Guest in another
medical home in Toronto,
Canada. There he was head
of the class at The Crescent
School. After four years
separation from his parents,
he returned to Bedford
School until 1949. Two
years of National Service
in the RAF preceded three
years at Jesus College,
Cambridge,
reading
Mechanical
Sciences,
followed by a two-year
Graduate Apprenticeship
at W H Allen in Bedford,
during which time he
married Patricia.
His major employment
for the next 28 years was
with British Cellophane
in Bridgwater, Somerset,
but he soon specialised in
polypropylene extrusion

and he was seconded to
projects in Italy, France,
Mexico, Canada, Brazil,
Colombia, China and
Australia. The latter part of
his career at Courtaulds was
in the Swindon division,
Shorko. He took early
retirement and formed a
small company, later to
become an independent
polypropylene consultant,
advising on the setting up
of factories in Colombia
and Victoria, Australia,
during which time he
married June and moved to
Boscastle.
His latter years, after
he had married Kate,
involved many interesting
overseas travels and social
encounters,
including
regular trips to Kate’s house
in Nerja, southern Spain.
It was during their return
journey from Australia in
early May that he became
very seriously ill in Bangkok
and, sadly, died.
Mike
retained
a
strong interest in birdwatching,
photography,

coin-collecting and family
history, as well as a ready
sense of humour. His other
loves included swimming
and walking the cliffs and
valleys around Boscastle,
a place with which he
very much identified with
during his twenty four
years’ residence.

He is survived by Kate,
his three children by his first
marriage (Emma, Dave and
Jill), two grandsons (Fred
and Mike) and three greatgrandchildren
(Abbey,
Paige and Bethany), as well
as his brother Chris and
sister-in law Barbara and
their three children and
grandchildren.

Valency Christopher Key
Solicitor
Taxis
Near Boscastle

Anita & David

Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084

Reliable & Friendly Service
Page 24 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2009

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

Mike Metcalfe - a personal appreciation

Mike the great walker

On holiday with Mike and
Kate we traveled the foothills
of the Spanish Pyrenees
staying en route at a couple
of paradores, or guesthouses,
one in particular they had
discovered five thousand
feet up on the snowline, but
we had forgotten which.
“Never mind,” said Ann,
“Mike will have kept the
itinerary.” We knew that
meticulous Mike recorded
all his journies, and every
penny spent. Not, I hasten
to add, as parsimony, just
that he found it interesting
to note how much petrol
cost him each year in
comparison with say, wine.
It was typical that
he broke the journey to
visit a sanctuary for the
Lammergeier, or bearded
vulture, that wheels high
over the gorges of Northern
Spain. The Blowhole team
fondly
remember
his
Bird Notes, exemplifying
Mike’s wide interest in
avian culture, this as well
as
photography,
coin
collecting, puzzle solving
and a fiendish ability with
cards. Many an evening as
the sun and vino went down,
he trounced us at Canasta.
He was an engineer, after all,
but back in England came
perilously close to beating
us at Upwards (three-

dimensional Scrabble) at
which we literary types are
supposed to excel.
Mike
was
multidimensional, witty, kind,
sardonic,
clever
and
humorous, gently attractive
(“I always fancied him,“
sighed a lady near me at
his funeral), just as capable
of appreciating the most
sublime experiences of
world travel as well the
ordinary domestic pleasures
of a simple home cooked
meal and conversation
with friends. He was also a
prodigious walker, as I found
out as we argued exactly
how many steps connected
Pentargon and High Cliff.
I knew him first as
a neighbour “across the
stream” who had an
ambivalent
relationship
with our many cats. Then,
after he met and married
Kate (they were introduced
under our stairs at a housewarming), they became
firm, if sporadic buddies, as
they headed off yet again to
Chile or India or wintered
in Nerja. He had a full life,
lived to the most. We wish
he was still here.
Sadly, Mike never came
back from his last visit to
Australia. There is another
empty place at the table.
Chris Rodda

Community Lunch
Some eight years ago the
Pickwicks established the
Parish Lunch, as it was
then known, at Otterham
and St Juliot Village Hall.
Initially, the project was
part of their Open Doors
initiative providing funds
to help keep open the
doors of our lovely old
churches
A team of volunteers
quickly formed with Val
Gill and David Lamond
cooking and the rest of
the team buying and
preparing the ingredients,
producing
delicious
puddings, waiting on
tables and washing up as
well as running a raffle.
After a while Caroline
Henderson took over
from David and very soon
Angela Pethick joined her
and Val in the kitchen to
meet the growing demand.
Diners were given a choice
of two hot meals, ten or
more puddings and tea or
coffee. All for £4!
Numbers attending
remained steady averaging
45 a sitting as it became

a regular date in people’s
diaries. After a while it was
apparent that the lunch was
not just fund raising but
proving to be a valuable
outreach by the church
working in the community
for the community. It was a
valuable social occasion and
a means of getting people
out and about. Many of
them would not normally
come into contact with so
many other people at one
time.
The majority of the team
had been involved from the
very first and recently they
all felt it was about time
for them to retire. Their
last lunch took place on
Wednesday 25th of August
with more than 60 filling
the hall. After the meal Jane
Castling presented gifts, on
behalf of those present, to
each of the team as a token
of thanks.
Speaking on behalf of
the team Angela thanked
everyone for the gifts and
for their loyal support over
the years helping to raise in
the region of £22,000.

Boscastle Pottery
Est: 1962

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most
delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little
The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291
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‘Order out of Chaos’

Ranunculus acris, Vanessa
atalanta, Apodemus sylvaticus,
Carcinus maenas ... Mean
anything to you? Cryptic
code? A mysterious dialect
no longer used? Of course,
many of you, especially
the keen gardeners, may
recognise these jumbles of
Greek and Latin words as
species names of one sort
or other. In actual fact these
are not all plants and are a
completely random selection
of examples of scientific
names for a variety of living
things just to begin this
article – (incidentally they
are buttercup, red admiral
butterfly, wood mouse,
shore crab). Welcome to
the world of ‘taxonomy’
- the science of identifying
and naming species and
organising them into systems
of classification….
I never really got the
point of Latin at school – not
as a useful language anyway.
I guess the study of the
classical spoken and written
word provided us with
some form of worthwhile
brain-training!? But now
a renewed interest seems
to have emerged through
interests in and a working
life involving wildlife and
habitat management. I have
had neither an ecologists
or botanists training, those
are the specialists who are

taught and relish the use of
taxonomy. My fascination lies
merely in the contemplation
of and working out why
the explorers and plant
collectors of past centuries
chose the words and phrases
they did. Usually the words
refer to an aspect of colour,
size, shape, form, structure,
habitat, or behaviour etc
that was observed at the
time of discovery or study
and once you have related
these words to what you see
‘on the ground’, things can
just fall into place.
Let me interpret the ‘past
centuries’ bit in a bit more
detail…Centuries ago plants
used to be known by long
descriptive sentences, which
was unwieldy, to say the least.
Then a Swiss physician and
botanist named Jean Caspar
Bauhin (b.1606 – d.1659)
became the first to devise a
plan of adopting two names
only for each plant. However
it was not until the great
Swedish naturalist, Carl
Linnaeus (b.1707 – d.1778),
undertook the awesome task
of methodically classifying
the whole known living
world, that the dual name
system became established.
He brought order out of
chaos, and succeeded in
indexing the world of living
things in such a universally
accepted way that most of

ANDREW LEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEP
& STOVE INSTALLATIONS
SWEEPING, SERVICING
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
AND ALTERATIONS
Registered Company No: 2372

TEL: 01840 250114
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Mike Simmonds gives a brief history of taxonomy

his names are still in use
today. If you look in many
an ID book, and not just
flora, you will sometimes see
his name credited in brackets
after the species name. In the
1730’s Linnaeus published
two titles that were to
become indispensable to
naturalists - Fundamenta
Botanica
(1736)
and
Classes Plantarum (1738).
The general adoption by
botanists and zoologists of
this consistent two-word
nomenclature for species
was complete by the secondhalf of the 18th century.

Carl Linnaeus

There
is
constant
restructuring of taxonomy
and
several
different
variations that scientists
and naturalists argue about
following more in depth and
modern technology-aided
study, however Linnaeus’
original concept remains.
So this is how it
works…

To identify a plant or
animal uniquely one needs a
‘Genus’ name and a ‘Species’
name used together ie the
two word system mentioned
above.
SPECIES: The fundamental
unit of taxonomy and
the part which makes it
‘unique’. There may be
added here a third word
where a sub-species exists
– this is especially the case
with most garden and
horticultural plants that
have been developed from
native plants
GENUS: which is a group of
species that are fairly closely
related.
The classification then
continues into a hierarchy
of higher levels gradually
becoming less specific and
more general. This has
developed since Linnaeus’s
time but now comprises the
above, then:
Genera are grouped into
FAMILIES, which are major
groups of generally similar
organisms
Families
are
grouped
into ORDERS, whose
individuals may vary in
many ways
Orders are grouped into
major divisions of plant or
animal called CLASSES
Classes are grouped into
PHYLA

The phyla are grouped into
KINGDOMS. (It is here
that Linnaeus originally had
only 3 kingdoms – Animal,
Vegetable or Mineral)
The kingdoms are grouped
into DOMAINS
So we can try an example
of a creature and a plant
we know and work right
through this hierarchy - see
table on the right.
Pretty complicated stuff!
And there are hundreds of
classes, orders and families
that radiate off the main
groups like an extended
family tree. But it was in
this way that every known
plant and animal has been
indexed, using a universally
accepted language, with
each Latin name or phrase
used at each level chosen
to describe some form of
common characteristic.
The point is that, for
identifying, say, a plant
you find out on the cliff
top, the further down the
hierarchy you can instantly
place it, the easier it will be
to identify. That is, if you
know its Family you can
jump straight to that section
of the book!
For all those with a general
interest, all we need concern
ourselves with is the last two
above – Genus / Species. It
is this phrase that, with a bit
of research, can be translated
to give an intriguing glimpse
into the past history of plant
and animal discovery and
classification. Armed with
a variety of books on plant
and animal species, a Latin
dictionary and (probably!)
the internet one can delve
into the mystery of the
curious naming of our
common flora and fauna
which we are so used to
seeing whilst out in the
countryside, in books, or on
the television.

Domain

Kingdom
Phylum
Class
Order /
Sub order

Badger

Bluebell

Eukarya organisms that have a nucleus
and discrete organelles in their cells, such
as animals, plants and fungus
Animalia all multicellular organisms that
have a central nervous system and rely on
other organisms for energy
Chordata
(with a ‘back string / backbone)
Mammalia (L mamma –refers to breast
feeding young)
Carnivora (flesh eating) Canoidea (from
canus,dog like)

Eukarya

Family

Mustelidae (L. mustela – weasel family

Genus

Meles (L. direct translation for badger)

Species

meles

Plantae - the green plants that photosynthesise

Angiosperms – flowering plants, from Greek angeion
- receptacle and sperma - seed
Liliopsida = monocotyledons – from mono, One;
cotyledon, seed-leaf
Asparagales - asparagus (and orchid) order of plants
Formerly Liliaceae - fr. L. for Lily.
Now Hyacinthaceae -– from Greek legends’ Hyakinthos,
a Spartan killed by Apollo – Hyacinths were said to have
sprung up where his blood was shed. Family includes
herbaceous perennials that grow from bulbs
Hyacinthoides – see above
non-scriptus phrase used to distinguish from the
classical hyacinth written about in Greek mythology
above

Below are some examples of the meanings of the scientific names of some local wildlife:
Local wildlife

Latin name / Scientific
name

Meaning / explanation

Trees
Beech

Sycamore

Horse chestnut

Fagus Latin for Beech or derived from Greek phago
–to eat, referring to the edible beech nuts. Latin silva
– wood / forest, so inhabits woods
Latin acer – hard or sharp, the timber once having
Acer pseudoplatanus
been used for writing-tablets; pseudo – false, platanus
– plane tree. Ie similar to but not
Latin aesculus – a type of oak tree but this refers
to it being a nut or mast producer along with oaks,
Aesculus hippocastanum
beeches and other chestnuts in the Fagaceae family;
Greek hippos – a horse. Castanea – chestnut tree
Fagus sylvatica

Wildflowers
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris

Cornish heath

Erica vagans

Field forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis

Latin rana – a frog, referring to many buttercup
species occurring in marshy places where frogs
abound; acris – sharp or bitter referring to taste
Greek ereike – heather; vagans – wandering,
widespread. Cornish heath is restricted to the Lizard
peninsula, but there it is abundant and Britain’s
commonest rare plant!, hence the description
Greek mus – mouse; otes – ear, referring to pointed
mouse ear shaped hairy leaves; Latin arvum – arable
field, country, dry land. ie plant of that habitat

Birds
Puffin

Fratercula arctica

Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

Chaffinch

Fringilla coelebs

Latin fraterculus – a friar, referring to the puffins habit
of clasping its feet together as though in prayer when
rising from the sea; arcticus – of the Arctic
Latin falx – sickle, curved blade, referring to the birds
curved talons; tinnunculus – ‘little bell ringer’ referring
to birds repeated high pitched call
Latin – fringilla – a small bird, including for some
the chaffinch; coelebs = caelebs – unmarried, single
or widowed. This refers to the species sometimes
gathering in single sex flocks or that at one time the
females were thought to migrate south leaving the
males behind as ‘bachelor birds’

Mammals
Rabbit

Oryctyolagus cuniculus

Grey seal

Halichoerus grypus

Greater horseshoe
bat

Rhinolophus
ferrumequinum

Greek orukter – digging tool; lagos – a hare; Latin
cuniculus – underground passage
Greek halios – belonging to the sea; khoiros – a pig /
sea-pig; grupos – hook nosed
Greek rhinos – of the nose; lophus – crest (on the
nose); Latin ferrum – iron relating to horsehoe);
equinum – relating to horses
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COASTGUARDS’ REPORT

Hello Readers since the
last report in May we
have had 13 callouts,
since January we have had
19 callouts - the busiest
year for a long time.
Boscastle Team passed
their assessment on the
new cliff rescue equipment
on the 1/7/09 and are now
on line as a full cliff rescue
team.
Cliff Technicians/Edge
Safety Officers: Dan Roots
(DSO), Graham King,
Mark Smith, Nigel Jones.
Cliff Top Operators/
Edge Safety Officers: Les
Siford (SO I/C), Frances
Hegarty, Tim Little,
Tristan Partrick, Antony
Williams.
21/6/09 18:04 Falmouth
paged team, two persons
cut off by the tide at
Bossinney cove. 18:13 on
scene after making contact
with the two casualties
they were happy to stay
where they were till the
tide had gone out. 19:07
Returned to Station In
Attendance: LS, DR, MS,
NJ, TL, DW, AW.
5/7/09 Called by
Falmouth by landline to
GK assist Ambulance crew
at Minster woods. Rescue
193 on scene woman fell
possible broken ankle the
casualty was airlifted to
hospital.
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Returned to Station 16:05
In Attendance: LS, DR,
MS, GK, TL.
8/7/09 10:40 Called by
Falmouth report from a
walker at Pentargon report
of a flare. Rescue 169
on scene and Port Isaac
lifeboat, nothing found.
12:11 Returned to Station.
In Attendance: LS, DR,
MS, GK, NJ, TP, DW, JG
15/7/09 15:44 Falmouth
paged team, boy stuck on
the cliff at Barras nose.
The boy was picked up
by Port Isaac ILB and
dropped on the beach.
18:13 Returned to Station.
In Attendance: DR, GK,
NJ, TP, DW, AW, MS, TL,
SR.
25/7/09 10:56 Falmouth
paged Team report of an
upturned Dinghy (Rib)
in Pentargon Bay. Port
Isaac lifeboat on scene.
The rib was towed back to
Port Isaac it had broken
free from a yacht, Lady
of Ruddock 2 or 3 days
earlier. 12:15 Returned
to Station. In Attendance:
LS, DR, GK, NJ, TP, DW,
AW, TL, SR, FH.
30/7/09 Falmouth
paged Team 12:21 assist
Ambulance crew with
carrying a casualty with
possible broken from
cliff path Tintagel 14:20
Returned to Station.

In Attendance DR, GK,
TL, FH, MS.
30/7/09 Falmouth paged
Team 17:30 Male aged
64yrs with head injury
assist Ambulance crew
rescue 169 tasked to
Backways cove. Casualty
airlifted to Treliske
Hospital. 19:25 Returned
to Station.
In Attendance: GK, NJ,
FH, DW, AW, MS, TL,
SR.
7/8/09 GK called by
Falmouth report of a faller
in Merlin’s cave Tintagel.
Rescue 169 tasked.
Casualty with head, spine
& ankle injuries casualty
airlifted to hospital. 15:45
Returned to Station.
In Attendance GK, TL,
DR, NJ, TP, DW, FH,
MS.
11/8/09 Falmouth called
GK by landline report of
faller with broken ankle
at NCI lookout Boscastle
assist Ambulance crew
12:52 returned to station.
In Attendance GK, TL,
JG.
14/8/09 10:45 Falmouth
paged team missing person
Trebarwith Strand area
the missing person female
was found by police in
an house in Tintagel safe
and well 12:06 returned
to station. In Attendance:

LS, GK, TL, DR, NJ, TP,
AW, DW, NJ.
19/8/09 15:51 Falmouth
paged Team female fainted
at Rocky Valley assist
Ambulance crew. 17:02
Returned to Station.
In Attendance: DR, NJ,
TP, GK, TL, JG, MS,
DW, AW.
22/8/09 Falmouth
paged Team 21:25 report
of flares outside the
Harbour at Boscastle. It
was found to be a group
of youngsters letting off
fireworks for a birthday at
the YHA in Boscastle, all
ok in the end. Returned to
Station 22:22.
In Attendance LS, GK,
DR, DW, NJ, TP, MS.
Training continues at
moment outside but the
nights are drawing in and
soon we will be inside map
reading etc.
Until the next time take
care on our coastline
Les Siford, Station
Officer Boscastle.

LS - Les Siford
DR - Dan Roots
AW - Antony Williams
FH - Frances Hegarty
NJ - Nigel Jones
M Smith - Mark Smith
TP - Tristan Partrick
SR - Suzanne Roberts
DW - Dave Williams
TL - Tim Little
GK - Graham King

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.
____________________________________

For further details please ring: 01840 250456

www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk

Summer is on the wane as
I write this (not that we’ve
seen much in the way of
summer sun) but for the
WI it has been an active
few months.
At the Royal Cornwall
Show, at the beginning
of June, Mary Shepherd
gained second place in the
Penponds Cup Floral Art
competition, with Pam
Jordan and Wendy Blunt
also flying the Boscastle
flag with their entries in
the craft section.
Five thousand WI
members
all
singing
Jerusalem is a very moving
experience as Sue Viner
found on attending the
Annual General Meeting at
the Albert Hall in London,
as the Camelot Group
delegate. The resolution
in favour of ‘SOS for
Honeybees’ was supported
by nearly all. There were
some very entertaining
speakers and a very moving
performance given at
the end by a group of
handicapped young adults
accompanied by Richard
Stilgoe.
At our June meeting, we
welcomed as our speaker
Mary Trace from Lanivet
WI. Mary, who has been
a bee keeper for five years,
explained the life cycle and
role of each bee in the hive
and how the honey making
process works; she also
told us how to care for the
bees, and how to treat hive
parasitic infestations and
viral infections.
She proved a very
interesting speaker who was

keen to share her enthusiasm
and knowledge.
In July the WI visited
the home of Barbara
Smetherham at Bolventor,
where we were able to
look around her wonderful
garden, in between rain
showers, and were treated
to a cream tea. Barbara
also demonstrated her
flower arranging skills
and afterwards raffled
the resulting displays for
the lucky winners to take
home.
Traditionally in August
we have no scheduled
meeting, but sometimes
gather
informally
at
the house of one of our
members. This year we
were invited to the home
of Trixie Penfound. The
sun shone and we spent a
relaxed afternoon chatting
and sampling a sumptuous
tea. I’m sure you have
heard the expression “tables
groaning”: well this one
certainly did!
Now we look forward
to the autumn programme
which starts on September
8th at 7.30 p.m. in the
Village Hall. Our speaker
will be Sean Brewer, who
will be showing us ways and
means of filleting fish. At
the beginning of October
we will be in the Village
Hall serving refreshments
at the Boscastle Food and
Craft weekend so pop in
and sample some of our
homemade goodies, and
admire and buy our craft
wear.
A reminder that from
October onwards we meet
in the afternoon at 2.00,
always on the second
Tuesday of the month.
Please do come and
join us - new members are
always welcome.
SV

Lucy Rowledge
The following text was
missing from the obituary
printed in the Summer
Blowhole. Apologies to
Brenda Green & family:
Lucy enjoyed her trips
on the Age Concern Bus.
The Mystery Trips always
brought a smile to Brenda’s
face, she would ask “where
have you been today mum”?
and Lucy would answer “I
don’t know, it was a mystery
trip”.
Lucy also attended the
Senior Citizens Club at
Boscastle Village Hall once
a month with Peggy and her
friends, and looked forward
to days out with Doreen
to Bude and Wadebridge
on the bus. All this sadly
waned when her health
began to deteriorate after
heart surgery at Derriford
Hospital in 2004.
Her dearest friend Mabel
who lives in Birmingham,
visited Lucy in Boscastle
several times and they would
sit on the bench by the
harbour wall and while away
the hours reminiscing.
Lucy was never happier
than when she was
surrounded by her family
of whom she was so proud.
She often spent many happy
weeks visiting her children
and grandchildren around
the country.
Her
son
Martin
emigrated to Australia with
his family 6 years ago, but
telephoned Lucy regularly
for a catch-up on family
news. He surprised her with
a visit in December last for
her 82nd birthday.
Lucy became well known
throughout the ambulance
service, partly because her
granddaughter
worked
there but also because of

her failing health. The local
crew became very fond of
her, and in particular
Graham Ferguson who
became a very dear family
friend. On one occasion
when the services were
called, Lucy was spoiled
for choice as in her lounge
she had crews from the air
ambulance, land ambulance
and a rapid response vehicle,
along with our local first
responder all jostling to
transport her to hospital.
In her last few weeks,
Jackie and her colleagues
would visit daily to assist
Brenda to look after Lucy.
She looked forward to
seeing them and chatting
with Jackie who called her
the lady with the beautiful
smile.
When Robert (vicar)
came to visit Lucy towards
the end of her illness and
knelt down beside her bed
and spoke gently to her,
Lucy reciprocated by saying
“I don’t know you, but you
are a handsome man”.
Lucy was a private,
dignified and proud person
and her family adored her as
much as she adored them.
Even the day before she
passed away “adored” was
the word she used. She knew
her time was drawing to a
close and she was prepared,
and surrounded by her close
family comforting her, she
peacefully slipped away at
home on Wednesday 22
April 2009.
Lucy’s family would like
to express their heartfelt
thanks to all the services
involved in the care of their
beloved mum and to thank
everyone for their kind
wishes, cards and donations
to FLEET Ambulance
Service.
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SWW News

excavating the round house

After securing planning
permission for a waste
water treatment works
located between Boscastle
and Bossiney, South West
Water is now constructing a
comprehensive waste water
treatment scheme for the
communities of Boscastle,
Bossiney and Tintagel.
The scheme is required
under
the
European
Union’s Urban Waste Water
Treatment Directive, and
is one of the final pieces of
the Clean Sweep jigsaw,
which has removed over 250
crude waste water outfalls
right around the South West
coastline and dramatically
improved the quality of the
region’s bathing waters.
As well as the waste water
treatment works, the scheme
includes the construction of
five new pumping stations;
Boscastle
New
Road
& Boscastle Forrabury,
Tintagel Haven, Tintagel
Castle Road and Bossiney
Back Lane. The scheme

www.sweepingsolutions.co.uk
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will also incorporate the
existing Boscastle Harbour
pumping station, which was
completed in 2007 during
the Environment Agency’s
flood defence scheme. The
pumping stations will be
connected to the waste water
treatment works via eight
kilometres of sewers.
The
waste
water
treatment works will provide
preliminary and secondary
level treatment.
This includes preliminary
treatment that will filter out
solid material i.e. grit from
road run off, paper and
sanitary items.
The liquid will then
pass through a secondary
treatment process where
naturally occurring microorganisms break down
organic material and purify
the liquid. The microorganisms then settle in a
final tank and the clarified
(final) effluent is discharged
into the sea via the existing
outfall at Bossiney.

The solid matter that
is removed in the primary
treatment phase will be
siphoned off, thickened and
transported to one of our
sludge centres for further
treatment.
Once the site is up and
running, the final effluent
will have to comply with
strict quality guidelines that
will be monitored by the
Environment Agency.
With its partners BAM
Nuttall and Pell Frischmann,
South West Water is working
towards a target deadline of
Spring 2010. So far work
on the first phase of the
scheme has progressed well.
This has involved laying the
pipelines from the waste
water treatment works near
Trevalga toward Bossiney
and Boscastle. Construction
of the Forrabury Pumping
Station is also well underway,
with work on the timber
clad control building well
advanced.

‘Gwithian’ style jar

A large number of
archaeological sites have
been identified within the
wider vicinity of the scheme,
most of which can be avoided
so will be unaffected by the
construction works.
One of the most
dramatic discoveries
was made on 26 May
2009. A cist grave
cemetery was identified
at Forrabury, which is
believed to be a mixed
pagan and Christian
cemetery with at least
18 graves.

These graves can be slatelined, with or without slate
tops; rock cut or rock infilled. They include adult
and children graves. No
human bones were found
as the soil is too acidic;
however, a whole jar was
recovered, which is likely
to date from the 6th to 8th
centuries AD. These graves
have been covered up and
protected as cist graves are
rare in Cornwall.
A roundhouse was later
discovered on 11 June 2009
at Trevalga. Believed to be
of later Bronze Age date (c
1500-1000 BC), this type
of building is unique to the
South West and is a first in
this part of Cornwall.
A number of interesting
finds were made within the
roundhouse, including a
perforated stone weight,
a stone tool used for defleshing animal carcasses and
a mould stone for a bronze
razor.
A site visit was organised
to the roundhouse and
over 70 people were able
to view it, including
Boscastle primary school.
An archaeological talk has
also been requested for the
general public that will be
held later this year.
If you’re interested in
coming along to the talk
please contact Kate Stokes,
South West Water Ecologist
and Environmental Planner
on 01392 443456.
Chris Rogers
Pell Frischmann

de-fleshing tool

When the Wind Blows

...the future of wind
power in Cornwall

The recent first-round
“victory”
against
a
community wind power
project at Davidstow is only
the latest of many battles
against developers.
Britain signed up to the
Kyoto Protocol in 1997,
promising to reduce CO2
emissions, or “greenhouse
gases” by 8% in 2012. The
Climate Change Act (2009)
further aims to reduce
emissions by 32% in 2020,
60% by 2050.
In the Eighties Britain
enjoyed a bonanza from
North Sea oil and gas, and
twenty-six nuclear reactors
provided a fifth of total
output, but as the oil ran out
reactors closed down, nine
by 1989, seven scheduled
2015-18, the rest by 2035.
Hence the dreaded
“energy gap”. To plug it the
government has proposed
building three new stations,
two coal-fired and one
gas. This year Electricite
de France bought British
Energy and plans two new
nuclear facilities.
The French have gone
for the simple solution.
EDF runs 79 nuclear
reactors, satisfying 87%
of domestic demand. This
makes their electricity the
cheapest in Europe, with
one-fifth exported to other
EU countries.
This government has
pledged that by 2015, ten
per cent of the UK’s energy
will come from renewable
sources. This means about
11,000 wind farms, or their
energy equivalent. Most
would have to be in coastal
areas or on high ground.

We could, theoretically,
reduce demand - fewer cars,
more public transport, ecohousing, etc. But electricity
usage has in fact doubled
over the last two decades,
the worst offenders being
stand-by systems powering
computers, televisions and
other electronic gadgets.
Cornwall,
typically,
has just eleven operational
or approved wind farms
and six more in frame,
including Davidstow. Given
present rates of planning
and approval, wind farms
are not going to provide
anything more than a small
fraction of Britain‘s needs,
Opponents of wind
power
take
heart.
Confronted
with
the
prospect of dwindling
power supplies and fighting
community pressure, the
government has reluctantly
admitted nuclear power
may, after all, be the only
alternative to a blackout.
Certainly the money boys
are telling us to put our
money into uranium. Along
with Concorde and the
Millennium Dome, wind
farms may soon be included
in the history of interesting
but expensive failures.
Ironically, Vestas, a
major company supplying
wind farm machinery, has
just gone bust. What the
taxpayer could face in a few
years are the uncertainties
and costs of imported fuel,
ludicrous planning decisions
resulting in a plethora of
wind farms no one likes or
wants, and a fair chance that
even if the winds blow the
lights will go out. It almost
makes one want to move to
France.

P
ENNING
PA I N T I N G
Private and commercial painters and decorators

Building &
Property Maintenance
Cornwall

Devon

01840 250047

01626 337596

JIGSAW HAIR STUDIO
52 HIGH STREET, DELABOLE

FULLY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED STYLISTS
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING
Opening Hours

GENT’S EVENING TUESDAYS

Tue 9am - late

LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS

Wed 9am - 5pm

MANICURE & PEDICURE BY APPOINTMENT

Thur 9am - 8pm
Fri

9am - 5pm

Sat

9am - 5pm

ST TROPEZ TAN RETAIL OUTLET
FOR AN APPOINTMENT TEL: 01840 213764

Chris Rodda
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Tales from the Potting shed
Pondering as one does about
the success and failures in
the garden this summer it
is heartening to report that
there has been more than a
modest degree of success.
The crystal apple cucumbers
have been superb. These
small, round cucumbers are
ideal, both in size, as they
can be used up in one go and
the flavour is by far superior
to the long green varieties.
Couple these with the Inca
plumb tomatoes and fresh
salad leaves for the basis of
a tasty light salad. With an
abundance of vegetables,
what could be more
satisfying than to sit down
to a meal where four of the
vegetables on ones plate have
been harvested hours before
from the garden, together
with the fruit in the crumble
for dessert. The down side, if
it can be described in such
negative terms, is that some
crops mature en masse thus
providing a challenge for
the cook to find interesting
and varied ways of cooking
the abundance of fresh
produce. Fortunately the
freezer becomes a vital piece
of equipment when dealing
with a surplus of soft fruits
and beans.
The cabbages, that were
netted to prevent decimation
by the pigeons, have grown
into good-sized plants, but
the outer leaves have more
holes than a net curtain.
The dreaded slugs have had
a field day. It would seem
that this year the slugs have
done more damage than
in last year’s constant rainy
conditions. It was not only
the cabbages that suffered, to
a passionate lover of flowers
it was an outrage to find the
wonderful tall straight flower
spikes of the gladioli would
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overnight bend over or snap
off below the 5th or 6th
flower bud. The strong winds
were blamed at first. Then
one evening whilst surveying
the garden, “as one does”,
huge black and brown slugs
3” long were seen munching
happily away at the flower
spikes. Not wanting to reveal
the method of execution,
one can only report that this
incensed gardener confirms
that they definitely met their
Waterloo.
Such destruction gets
the little grey cells working,
“a bit like Poirot”, and an
evening in front of the
computer to find out more
was called for. With a search
based on “slugs in Cornwall”
a number of sites revealed
some interesting and also
some alarming facts. One
site
“Gardeners
Club”
dated August 09 displayed
the following advice and
information:Slugs: They come in all
sizes and colours (mainly
black, orange and grey),
and leave a trail of ‘silver
slime’ in their wake. They
lay their eggs in dark, damp
places (under logs, bricks,
bark etc.). The eggs then
hatch in 6 - 8 weeks. Slugs
can live for 8 - 10 years!!
They use a special tongue,
which has a rasping edge.
Their teeth vary in number
from 16 to several thousand!
They don’t usually emerge
from hibernation until the
temperature has warmed
up. Their eggs are found in
clutches of 20 - 50 and look
like shiny, cream-coloured
balls approximately 2mm
in diameter –the advice is, if
you find any, squash them.
The site also gave the
following tips - To reduce
slug and snail numbers:

♦ Keep your garden tidy
- don’t leave pots and trays
lying around the garden
♦ Reduce garden shade if
possible
♦ Put compost heaps away
from growing areas
♦ Regularly inspect the
underside of benches, pots,
trays, plastic, water hoses,
and in cold frames and
greenhouses.
♦ Around plants in pots
outside: Wind a piece of
copper wire around the pot
(slugs/snails are repelled by
a small electric shock)
♦ Spray the outside of the
pot with WD40
♦ Stand pots on a sharp
gravel bed,
♦ Traps- As well as buying
commercial plastic traps,
you can make your own:
♦ Shallow dishes/containers
full of beer, or a weak sugar
solution
♦ Hollow out half an orange
or grapefruit skin, potato
or turnip and place on the
ground hollow side down, or
use large cabbage, lettuce or

rhubarb leaves (then dispose
of the live slugs/snails!!).
♦ Try to encourage natural
predators - The main natural
predators of slugs/snails are:
frogs, song thrushes, ground
beetles, centipedes, the
common shrew, slow worms
and the common newt.
One other web site visited,
gave some more alarming
information particularly for
dog owners. The information
was published in the
February 08 newsletter from
Endell Veterinary Group
of Salisbury, Wiltshire. So
as not to miss out any vital
information the following
extract has been copied from
that Newsletter:“You may think it will
do no harm if your dog eats
slugs and snails. However,
they can be responsible for the
transmission of the lungworm,
Angiostrongylus vasorum. This
worm can cause life-threatening
problems. This lungworm used
to only have strongholds in
Cornwall, South Wales and
Surrey. However, the level of
infection seems to have been on

Tales from the
Potting shed
the increase in the last few years,
with cases being recorded in far
more widespread areas. Slugs
and snails act as intermediate
hosts for the parasite. They pick
up the worm larvae from dog
or fox faeces. When dogs eat
the infected slugs and snails,
the larvae move from the
dog’s intestines to the heart
and arteries supplying the
lungs. This can cause coughing
and other respiratory signs.
However, symptoms can be
extremely variable and can
also include brain signs and
bleeding disorders. The most
severe infections can be fatal.
A diagnosis is made
by looking for larvae in
faecal samples, but this can
be unreliable so often a
presumptive diagnosis plus
treatment is necessary. A
monthly spot-on treatment
and preventative product is
now available - ask the vet for
more details.”
The above can only
support the need to
encourage natural predators,
so it was reassuring to know
that the toad who decided to
practice for a cross channel
swim survived its time in the
water but and was set free to
commence battle with the
slugs.
The head gardener had
a bit of a surprise whilst
pruning
the
boundary
hedges. Thinking a nettle
was the cause of pain in his
arm, he continued to hack
at the hedge, which more
than “ticked of” a colony of
wasps. Fortunately, unlike the
unlucky farmer who recently
died as a result of being stung
by wasps, he survived with
about 6 very sore stings and
purchase of a large tube of
antihistamine cream!
One other alarming
situation arose when the

“largest bumble bee ever”,
decided to come into
the kitchen, not being
a particularly brave sole
catching a 2” bee was not
going to be easy. A long
stemmed glass pressed against
the window secured capture
of the offending pest, but
how then to move the glass
with a very angry bumblebee
inside? A piece of card slid
under the glass did the trick
and release of the critter via
the back door, who buzzed off
calling back every expletive it
knew in bee talk. (Yes it was
a bee not a hornet).
There are a number of
unusual bird species that
frequent the garden and it
has been a delight to watch
the
nuthatches,
which
cling upside down to feed,
produce young this year.
Curiosity got the better of
one of the young, who took
it upon itself to look inside
the summerhouse but forgot
how to get out. Unlike the
bumblebee it was a pleasure
to capture the delicate little
bird, that weights virtually
nothing, and release it
happily to fly off and reunite
with its family.
With
autumn
and
Christmas fast approaching,
now is the time to harvest
alliums and agapanthus seed
heads for drying. Sprayed
gold or silver they look
wonderful in Festive flower
arrangements.
It’s probably fair to say
that gardeners in the main
are always looking forwards,
albeit deciding when to
prune, when to harvest or
what to plant where next
year, so on that note, order
in those seed and bulb
catalogues and start planning
for next year.

R. MEARS

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221
077375 33392
info@sweepcornwall.com
www.sweepcornwall.com

PA R T R I C
A N and
T
S
I
T R DAN ROOTS K
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135
FREE QUOTATIONS

Lower Meadows

Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation



Offering a warm welcome, our own parking,
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.
Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570
www.lowermeadows.co.uk

Enjoy your garden.
MS
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The summer term is
definitely the children’s
favourite with the Year 6
children looking forward
to their visits to their new
schools and plenty of
exciting activities for us
all to enjoy. As with last
year we held sports day in
June. Our original date was
postponed as OFSTED
chose that day to visit .
They did say that school
should carry on as normal
during their inspection,
however I thought that
the whole school vacating
the premises half way
through the day might
just be pushing our luck a
bit too far! The rearranged
sports afternoon was great
fun. We have a mixture of
individual races and team
games with all children
competing in everything
and earning points for
their team. At this point
I expect you are eagerly
waiting to see who won
this year ... and it is at this
point I will have to admit
that I am writing this in
mid August at home and I
can’t remember ... however
it was definitely Jordan or
Valency!
Thanks to a huge
subsidy from our PTA we
were able to take the whole
school to the Theatre
Royal in Plymouth to see
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,
a magical experience for
many of our children
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especially watching Chitty
fly! As always our children
were a pleasure to take out
and the theatre staff made a
point of commending their
behaviour.
Near the end of term
we were invited to visit the
Round House to see the
excavation work in progress.
It was an interesting visit
with the children learning
about its history and
construction. It was also
an opportunity to learn
about archaeology and jobs
the people were doing. The
lady in the picture below
was showing the children
the scaled drawing of the
section of wall she was

recording. Everything had
been recorded including
the worm tunnels!
We finished the school
year with our school play
A-Musing. There was

great excitement when the
whole school met with Ms
Douglas to hear what the
play was to be. There was
also a collective sharp intake
of breath when she told the
children that they had to
write it themselves! The

play was about a struggling
Greek playwright who
is visited by three Muses
who offer him ideas for
his plays. The ideas are in
the form of Greek plays:

King Midas (Class 1),
Theseus and The Minotaur
(Class 2) and Orpheus
and Eurydice (Class 3).
The plays were performed
in contrasting styles with
the younger children
performing a play, Class 2
concentrating mainly on
choral speaking and Class
3 on monologues.
All children worked
hard in preparation for
their writing. We did a
great deal of role play and
discussing what various
characters
might
be
thinking and feeling to
enable children to write
from their character’s point
of view. I have enclosed
some excerpts for you to
enjoy.
For more photographs visit
our website www.boscastle.
cornwall.sch.uk

Minotaur on seeing
Theseus for the first
time
Written by Rory, Year4
Who is this boy? Who is
trying to kill me? I hate
him for waking me. He
shall die. I normally go
to find the children but he
has found me. I remember
when I was free I used to
live on a marvellous terrain
with other animals, until
Minos came, he tricked me.
I knew that boar just lying
there was suspicious, then I
fell down his trap and now
I’m here. In this bloody,
rotting, dark place with
only silence for company.
The next time I see Minos I
shall hunt and destroy him
then eat him to see how

he likes it! I shall eat those
children for waking me and
trying to kill me. But if I kill
them I will get lonely again
because Minos deserted me
in this forbidding place. I
also need food! Perhaps I
could keep them and eat
them as I need to. No! I
shall eat them because I am
the only one of my kind.
I’m a monstrous beast and
I eat not keep.

Charon the ferryman
Written by Joe, Year5
I could hear a voice calling
out ‘Ferryman, ferryman,
come and row me over
because my wife has come
to the Underworld too
early and I must fetch her
back home.’

Napoleon Inn
01840 250204
Lunchtime and evening meals served
daily 12 – 2pm & 6.30pm – 9pm
16th century pub full of character and
charm situated at the top of the village with
beautiful views over the valley and out to sea.

All food prepared on the premises,
local produce is used wherever possible.
All events catered for.
A warm welcome awaits you.
Please telephone for details.

I couldn’t quite believe
what he was saying. ‘Young
man, are you mad? No one
but the dead cross this river
and enter the Underworld!
Even if I did row you
over, you couldn’t get
past Cerberus who guards
the gate.’He continued
to insist that he must go
but then he told me he
couldn’t pay me to take
him. He was so desperate
that I must admit I did feel
sorry for him, he was grief
stricken. Then he began to
play his lyre. The weeping
song and his sorrowful face
persuaded me and I let him
step aboard and took him
alive over the River Styx to
find his wife, Eurydice.

Orpheus meeting
Hades
Written by Ben, Year5
Hades clapped his hands
and I heard footsteps
running down the long
corridor towards me, it was
the footsteps of Eurydice. I
peered through the gloom
for a glimpse of her dear face
but I couldn’t see clearly if
it was her. Oh please tell
me that she’s there and this
isn’t just a cruel trick to
amuse Hades.
I won’t look back – I
must trust that Eurydice
is following me as I set out

on the journey back up
this steep track that will
take us out of death’s dark
kingdom.
Listen to my music
Eurydice – follow me I will
guide you back to life.
Oh at last it’s the ferry
that will take us across the
river. I am the happiest
man alive!
As I stepped into the
boat I could feel the boat
dip as Eurydice got in
behind me – not long
and you’ll be free of the
Underworld- I called but
there was no reply.
‘My dear Eurydice
please tell me it is you?
‘(silence)
‘Are you really there
behind me? Just let me
know? (silence)
(Orpheus glances over
his shoulder to look at
Eurydice)
‘Oh it is you, Eurydice
you’re alive again!
No. No please don’t
leave me again Eurydice, I
just wanted to make sure it
was you, I didn’t mean to
turn around! Eurydice !!!!!
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HarbourMaster’s News

With the season drawing
towards a close we report
having a very mixed year.
Fine weather in March
and April made for a good
start only to be held back
by gales and ground sea in
May a good June and then
a very bad July. Ken Cave
told me that he had to
cancel 14 trips on Peganina
in July because the sea was
simply too rough to take
the trippers and my own
records show that I was
only able to get out of the
harbour on 10 days out
of 31 that month and we
were having great difficulty
supplying local hotels
and restaurants with their
weekly orders for fish and
shell fish.
The bad weather meant
that lots of pots ended up
on the beach at Pentargon
and in caves and on coves
between Boscastle and
Cam Beak. There will be

plenty of work repairing
equipment this winter.
Interestingly I was talking
to a visitor on the quay
earlier in the year about
making pots. These are
now largely manufactured
out of steel and netted with
polypropylene cord. I was
asked if we ever use wicker
pots. Of course I have not
used a wicker pot since I
was boy in Port Isaac but I
was recently given a book
written by a W S Forsyth

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience

------------------

• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
------------------

Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836
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published back in 1946 by
Adam & Charles Black and
which actually describes in
meticulous detail and with
hand drawn illustrations
how to make a withy
Cornish Lobster Pot. I
imagine that there may be
still be some interest in this
even now and so I will be
pleased to pass on details
to any reader on request.
Quaintly the book notes
that “Cornish Willow Pots
may be obtained from some
of the lobster and crab
fishermen on the Channel
coast and cost from 8 to
10 shillings each.” The new
steel versions cost between
£30 and £40 now.
Other news include two
false alarms in July when
a boat was reported lost
off the Beeny sisters and a
few days later an upturned

off the Meachard – see
photographs. I also heard
a report that Gary Boyd
caught an eight pound bass
fishing from the beach at
Tregardock during August.
Finally, and still on
the subject of bass fishing
celebrity chef Val Warner

Graeme Pullen with one of the sharks he caught

dingy was reported seen.
Fortunately these did
not turn out to be real
incidents.
I had an interesting
letter from Graeme Pullen
of Hampshire who is one
of the casual boat launchers
(yellow 17 footer, “Hi Sea
Drifter”) who recorded
catching ten sharks and
releasing 6 up to 170
pounds all with tags and
filmed in high definition

who has recently had a series
of summer programmes on
BBC2 came out with me
on Rene in August and
managed to hook and land
three sea bass. He took
two in the foam around
the Beeny sisters until I
decided that the swell was
getting too large to hang
around the rocks and a
third fish at Pentargon on
the way home.
Chris Key Harbourmaster

Correspondence

Dear Blowhole
I had my lower car park
sign taken earlier in the
year. I assume a Saturday
Evening Prank!!
I am
hoping that it was thrown
into the hedge somewhere,
and perhaps someone
may find it .
The sign is dark green
and reads:
PLEASE
AVOID PARKING
OPPOSITE
CAR PARK
THANK YOU
It is identical to the one
I have in my front garden,
outside the shop.
Thanks.
Sue Scott

Thorpe
Surrey

Dear Blowhole

Happy 50th
Richard Healy
I want to thank Richard and
Chris Healy for inviting me
to their wonderful and very
special piece of heaven,
where else? Boscastle!

They have for many
years frequented Bos and
the surrounding area
sampling the cuisine and
drinking the taverns dry
~ especially the Wellie
and the Cobweb, and
staying either at Robin and
Jackie’s ‘Home Farm’ or
the Harbour Cottage. You
couldn’t get a bigger fan
than Richard, who has his
own landscaping company
and appreciates the open
air and beauty of nature.
Everyday he opens his
computer to the Boscastle
harbour and checks its
beauty and weather and
counts the weeks, hours
and minutes to their next
trip.
Richard is celebrating
his big 50th on 5th September
with friends and family,
where else but Boscastle.
So when he opens his next
issue of the Blowhole I
would like Richard and
Chris to be included in a
part of Boscastle close to
everyones’ hearts.
“Happy 50th Richard”

Accident in car park
When a visitor dashed
into Cornish Stores to say
that someone had fallen in
the car park both Tracey
and Graham King reacted
quickly and went to find
that an elderly man had
stumbled over the single
step on the path alongside
the toilet block. Graham
dialled 999 and they
rendered first aid until
they were joined by First
Responder, Fran Hegarty
and then the ambulance.
Whilst the man’s injuries
appeared to be superficial
he was badly shaken and
bleeding from his face and
hands.
Happily, he is now home
after a spell in Derriford
hospital: he and his wife

have written (see below)
to express their thanks
to those who came to his
assistance so quickly.
NB:
When
ground
work was underway in
the car park during the
regeneration period concern
was expressed regarding
the fact that there was a
single step in the path as it
is not easily seen. For this
reason it is always advisable
to have at least two or
preferably three together.
It seems that others have
had the same experience at
this spot though without
serious injury. Surely a
ramp, surfaced like the one
in front of Things, would
be safer and could also be
used by wheelchairs.

The Walker Family

“BEEF AS IT USED TO TASTE”
FINEST QUALITY HOME REARED
NORTH DEVON BEEF
Free Range Eggs
Seasonal Vegetables
Home made Jams and Chutneys

TAKE HOME A TASTE OF CORNWALL
Call in to our shop or phone to place an order
Contact Robin & Jackie on

01840 250195 / 07977 514 798

HOME FARM, BOSCASTLE
4 Star Silver Award Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
and Luxury Self Catering Cottages available
Contact for further details and booking

PLUMBING
SERVICES
Bathrooms, Showers
Kitchens, Tiling, Repairs
Careful and Reliable
Tim 01840 230423
07903 535881 (St Gennys)
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DISCOVERY OF BRONZE-AGE ROUNDHOUSE AT TREVALGA
Anne Knight reports on the
recent archaeological find:

In July I was priviledged
to be invited by South
West Water to see the
archaeological dig and
findings that had been
uncovered at Trevalga
during work being carried
out for the new sewerage
system. On a bright
sunny morning several
of us gathered in the site
compound overlooking the
sea and Bossiney Bay. I was
full of anticipation. A few
years ago I had visited the
Celtic village at Chacewater
with Jim Castling. We
met Jackie and Imogen

Woods, two ‘experimental’
archaeologists who had
constructed
several
roundhouses near their
home. They used them to
try and see how they worked
in reality as homes for
Bronze-Age people. They
were able to test different
construction methods for
practicality and to furnish
them with the necessities of
daily life. To see a complete
roundhouse with its hearth,
loom, beds, quern stone
for grinding cereals and
cookpots made it much
easier for me to understand
the remains that I was to
see at Trevalga.

stone weight, possibly for use with a loom

BOSSINEY HOUSE HOTEL
and

Cedar Tree Restaurant
Tel: 01840 770240
Bossiney Road Tintagel

Great rooms, a comfortable bar and
spacious restaurant which are open
to non-residents for a la carte meals
throughout the week and with our
renowned carvery every Sunday - also a
great venue for special events, weddings
and Christmas parties
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The local news had
reported
that
stones
thought to date back
to the Bronze-Age had
halted work on the site
whilst Cornwall County
Council
archaeologists
investigated. It was believed
the site could date back to
1500BC. The report was of
a dark circular stain with
darker soil in the centre of
it and around the periphery
small stones that could
be the remains of a wall.
When we were escorted to
the site, wearing our very
fetching hard hats, work
had progressed somewhat.
The ‘dig’ was now about
3ft down and the outer
walls of a round dwelling
were clearly visible. The
doorway or entrance faced
south and on either side
was what remained of

SU E

some really beautiful stone
walling. The archaeologists
were quite excited by the
fact that the interior of the
lower walls was lined with
large, upright slate slabs
which they thought might
be decorative or as was
pointed out by those who
had seen the technique in
houses in use today could
have been for retaining
the bank into which the
roundhouse was built
and as a form of damp
proofing. No hearth was
visible but at the time of
our visit not all the area
had be excavated. We were
shown two interesting finds
that had come out of the
ground, a perforated stone
weight perhaps from a loom
and a flint tool used for
defleshing animal carcasses.
Items used by people in

WALLIS

DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Pickwick
Antiques
The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures
Small Furniture and much, much more
Celtic huts probably lookes like this

their day to day lives. The
artefacts were going to be
sent to a specialist for study
and accurate dating.
Sites such as this are
more common on the
moors of Cornwall where

information about the
pattern of settlement in
lowland Cornwall. The
site has now been cleared
and work continues on
the new sewerage system.
The Boscastle Museum
and Archive have recently

Celtic huts probably lookes like this

there has not been as much
agricultural activity and
so the discovery of this
site gives archaeologists
a chance to gather more

exhibited some of the
information and pictures
of the dig. They will be on
display again during the
Food Festival.

If you are looking for a special gift or momento then do
look us up. We have a wide selection
of small items that make ideal presents.
We also like to buy old and interesting items!

Boscastle’s famous

museum
of
witchcraft

Open Daily April - Halloween 01840 250111

malcolm Barnecutt
We sell freshly
baked pasties,
handmade cakes,
scones and pastries,
sandwiches, rolls
& baguettes made
fresh to order and
a large range of
breads, crisps &
handmade cookies,
take-away teas, coffee, drinking chocolate
Plus a large range of cold drinks.
4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

Tel: 01840 250205
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cases and sharpen
Martin’s Sporting Briefs snooker
their darts in preparation

for the forthcoming season.
The village is represented
by 3 pool, 4 dart and 2
snooker teams who will
compete in the various
local leagues.
In the next edition:
• Why Michelle Nicholls
was relieved to be on top of
Brown Willy
• Why Hazel’s door is
always open
• Why Stephen Jose picks
sweet peas in the dark
• Why Phil Collett still
pays all the family’s butcher
bills
• Why Bisco was spotted
sharing popcorn on Orange
Wednesday

Final League Table
Cornwall Short Mat Bowling Association
Summer League – East
Tintagel Heralds
Tintagel Knights
Blisland
Boscastle Bees
Boscastle Wasps
Camelford
St Tudy
St Minver

P

W

D

L

SF

SA

Pts

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14

10
8
9
8
8
5
4
2

1
0
0
0
1
0
0
2

3
6
5
6
5
9
10
10

316
328
284
248
241
250
211
204

186
194
241
247
282
294
308
332

35
28
26
24
21
18
10
6

Down 1 brooch 2 rank 3 opt 4 niagara 5 tern 6 orion 7 urchin 8 ra
9 urn 10 seek 11 myra 14 laertes 16 ocarina 20 csar 21 iodine 23 tap
27 adios 28 exsiccate 30 forage 32 negative 33 pegs 34 tempest
37 sat 38 smoke 43 alto 44 cap
Answers to Crossword:
Across 1 brontosaurus 12 rapier 13 rarely 15 ontario 17 near 18 ok
19 gnocchi 22 kea 23 ta 24 nasion 25 hear 26 rand 27 ate 29 pa
30 fir 31 index 34 ton 35 gneiss 36 tessera 39 ego 40 gamma 41 as
42 stopgap 45 reel 46 pitta 47 aloes 48 number 49 graceful

Boscastle football club are
once again fielding two
teams in the Duchy league.
The 1st team is once again
managed by experienced
duo Graham Heal and
Stephen “Ginger” Kay and
will compete in the 1st
division with high hopes
of promotion come next
May. The pair has made
some very good signings,
adding to what was already
becoming a useful squad.
The 2nd team, who
this season will be playing
division 5, are looking
to improve on last years
relegation form. The new
manager facing the difficult
task of turning around their
fortunes is Neville Turner
who returns to the job after
a few years’ absence.
The
groundsmen,
Johnny and Councillor
Brewer, have once again
been busy preparing a
lovely playing surface
which hopefully will be
matched by the standard of
football.
The Cobweb cricket
team have repeated last

seasons feat of winning
the Tintagel Evening
League knockout cup and
league double. Led by
Jason Seldon the team has
a good mixture of youth
and experience with no less
than four father and son
combinations. Also, ten
of the Cobweb squad play
on Saturday afternoons
for Tintagel Cricket Club
1st and 2nd teams in the
longer format of the game.
Tintagel youth football
manager, Robin Haddy,
was recently in ‘hot water’
with the Cornish FA.
Following the under 14’s
cup final, which Tintagel
narrowly lost, Robin had a
difference of opinion with
the referee. His outburst
was reported to the
relevant authorities leading
to a disciplinary hearing at
County headquarters.
At a recent Friendly
football match between
Exeter and Spurs, Hedley
Venning,
Matthew
Richardson and Steve
Martin
were
spotted
handing out the half-time
drinks to the players and
at full-time were seen
swapping shirts with their
footballing idols.
September is the month
when the local men and
ladies dig out their pool and

Boscastle Bowls Club
Summer League
With the enthusiasm of
members wanting to play
in the summer league we
managed to enter two
teams, Boscastle Bees
and Wasps. Competition
was strong with Tintagel
coming top. At one stage
Wasps managed to be
second but this was short
lived. Our final positions
were the Bees 4th and the
Wasps 5th see table below.
We are now looking forward
to the Winter league for a
much tougher competition.
The Bowls club meets
Monday evenings and
Friday afternoon why not
come and try. Ring John
on 01840 250314
JW

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor
Boscastle

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Gates, Railings, Fire Grates
Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 250635

Tel: 01840 261340
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Mobile: 07967 507457

THE NATIONAL TRUST

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword

From Cardboard Cups to Broad Beans
1

2

3

4

5

6

The National Trust’s Approach to
Cups and Cutlery in Boscastle
Many people in and around compost
by
Tinten
the village will by now have coposting at St Tudy. Some
visited the National Trust’s of the resulting compost
new Pilchard Cellar café in will be sold via our shop
the harbour. For those who and we have set up some
have not, do please call in demonstration
planting
and take a look; there is no in the courtyard using
need to make a purchase the same product and our
(though we will of course broad beans certainly seem
be delighted if you do!). to be loving it!). This means
We are very happy for you that the use of disposable
to take a look around any products represents a very
time that we are open. sustainable approach and
When you are there you is, in our view, preferable to
will notice that this cafe using traditional crockery
differs from other National washed in a machine
Trust cafes and tea rooms which would use lots of answers on page 37
you may have visited in one electricity to heat the water
Across
very significant way – all and produce gallons of
1 dinosaur
the plates, cups and cutlery dirty waste water after each
12 sword
we use are disposable.
wash.
13 seldom
This is indeed a
Like many in the village,
15 Canadian province
departure from the norm we are concerned that the
17 close
for the National Trust new approach could lead
18 alright
and the Pilchard Cellar to an increase in litter. We
19 dumpling
cafe is the first National will however be keeping a
22 Australian bird
Trust catering outlet in close eye on this and will do
23 thank you
the country to adopt this all that we can to make sure
24 point where nose joins
approach. Perhaps not this does not happen; we
forehead
surprisingly it has not been are just as keen as everyone
25 perceive sound
welcomed by all residents else to keep Boscastle litter
26 South African currency
or visitors and we felt it free.
27 consumed
might be helpful to explain
29 father
We are very confident
why we have rejected the that the new approach
30 tree
traditional tea set in favour will prove successful and,
31 list
these disposable items.
34 weight
judging by the comments
35 banded rock
The answer lies in the we have had from the
36 mosaic tile
fact that our cups, plates majority of customers, they
39 self
and cutlery are not simply too like the new sustainable
40 letter of Greek alphabet
disposable items destined approach to serving their
41 ancient Roman unit of weight
for landfill. Rather, we have morning coffee. But do
42 temporary substitute
made a particular effort to take a look yourself next
45 part of boat
find and use brands which time you are in the harbour
46 tropical bird
are also compostable and, and let us know what you
47 aloes
after use, that is exactly think.
Ian Kemp
49 graceful
what will happen. They
National
Trust
Property
answers on page 9
are being taken away to
Manager, North Cornwall
be turned in to garden
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Down
1 jewellery
2 position
3 choose
4 North American river
5 sea bird
6 constellation
7 ragamuffin
8 sun god
9 vase
10 search
11 woman’s name
14 father of Odysseus
16 musical instrument
20 ruler
21 antiseptic
23 strike lightly
27 goodbye
28 dry up
30 cattle feed
32 refusal
33 dowels
34 storm
37 recline
38 cigarette
43 singing voice
44 hat
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Pete’s Peeps
at the Past
10 AUGUST 1810
PRIZE SHIPS AT FOWEY
For sale by auction, at the
Ship Inn, on Wednesday
29th August, the good
chasse marees “San Joseph”
burthen 35 tons and
“Saint Antonia L’Aventura”,
burthen 30 tons. Both
strong well built vessels,
calculated for the coasting
trade, captured by the
private ship of war “Violet”,
Henry Dare, Commander,
and condemned as prizes
in the High Court of
Admiralty.
[From 1807 any vessel
sailing to a port under
French control was seized
as a prize by the British
navy unless it had already
paid duty on its cargo in
a British port. Napoleon
dominated the western
European seaboard from
whence these vessels sailed
in 1810. Also Wellington’s
armies were fighting the
French in Spain.]
2 OCT 1812
ESCAPE FROM BODMIN
Two prisoners escaped from
Bodmin Gaol, August 27,
1812, one George Kendall,
a blacksmith, 33 yrs and
John Bayley, a travelling
tinker, 33yrs. Whoever shall

apprehend and lodge them
in any gaol and give notice
to Bodmin, shall receive
10 guineas reward or 5
guineas for each man.
Prior to the Reform Bill of
1832 corruption and scandal
attended
parliamentary
elections in Cornwall.
There were 21 boroughs
each returning 2 members.
Most of the boroughs were
insignificant or hamlets
such as TINTAGEL. Often
the electors were few and
so easily ‘bought’ and
controlled by wealthy
patrons who nominated
candidates to serve their
own interests.

S.S.MARTIN BUILDER

10 OCT 1817
A MAN TRAP AN SPIKES
This notice was fixed on
a gate of a field of turnips

Phone: 01840 250202

By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist
Tel: 07751 508800
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22 MARCH 1822
A ST COLUMB WEDDING
At a wedding at St. Columb,
the persons present stood
in the following relations

6 FEB 1824
TREBARWITH SANDING RD
A public meeting was
held within the borough
of Camelford to consider
the best plan for making
a new sanding road from
Trebarwith
Beach
in
Tintagel to Condolden
bridge in St. Minver.
[Sand and sea-weed for
manure was brought over
steep cliffs on horseback.
The new road cost £2000
but was recouped by a tollgate.]

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
RENOVATIONS,EXTENSIONS,
PLASTERING
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
PAINTING.
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING REQIREMENTS.
BOSCASTLE
01840250100 -07969118058

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis,
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain,
minor aches and pains.
Slimming Treatment. G5.

St Gennys & Local areas

16 JUNE 1820
TWO BROWN OXEN
Stolen or strayed from
Advent Common, two
brown oxen owned by Mr
Henry Pethick of Trevalga
near Camelford. The reward
to the finder is £1.

to each other – two fathers,
two brothers, two uncles,
two fathers-in-law, two
cousins, a husband and wife
and a son and daughter,
yet the company consisted
of only four persons.

26 APRIL 1816
EASTER SESSIONS
William Harvey and Henry
Pengelley were convicted
of stealing many flower
roots from Mr Chapple
at Truro. Harvey was
sentenced to 6 months
hard labour and then to
be publicly whipped and
Pengelley two months
imprisonment.

Relieve stress & tension with a
back/body Swedish massage.
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic
massage with soothing
essential oils.
Facial massage

LYNNE KELLY

near Penzance. “Take notes
that thear is a man trap
an spikes are soat in those
turnaps. If aney parson is
cacht steling or pulling up
turnaps from this ground
shall ailmeggently be takin
up and sent to geaill and
tak the punishment of the
law.”

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL
ETC **
The ONLY hotel in Boscastle offering
Fine Dining Restaurant
Bright and airy Free house bar
Beer Garden
Live Entertainment every week
All events catered for from 2 – 100
people
For year round special offers, please visit our website!

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

Paul, Scott & Suzanne Roberts

Armed Forces Day
27 June 2009 was the first
annual Armed Forces or
Veteran’s Day, a day that
has been dedicated to all
those who have served in
the Army, Navy or Air
Force, both full time and
as reservists. It offers the
chance for people to show
that they recognise the
unique demands that are
placed on our service men
and women.
The only parade in
Cornwall on Armed Forces
Day itself was held at the
Davidstow Airfield and
Cornwall at War Museum
with a parade of eight
standards, cadets and
various service associations
representing all three armed
services. WO John Beale,
MBE, BEM, RAF [retd]
was the parade marshal.
After the parade the Last
Post was played by bugler
Graham Martin from
Penzance.
In his address museum
owner, Steve Perry, referred
to the dictionary definition
of ‘veteran’ and said that
service men and women,
irrespective of gender are
all prepared to make the
supreme sacrifice and
that whether it is a big or
small war a bullet is just as
lethal. Steve is one of the

co-owners of the museum
and served in the Light
Infantry.
The day included the
opening of a new exhibition
to mark 100 years of the
Royal Naval Air Service
this year. In Cornwall
the RNAS had Stations
at Mullion, Falmouth,
Padstow, Bude, Treligga
and St Merryn.
The exhibition was
officially opened by WW2
Fleet Air Arm pilot Lt Cdr
Joe Mills who arrived at
the museum in a Bentley
chauffered by Lt Cdr
Peter Sheppard AFC, RN.
Joe lived for many years
at Corentin in Boscastle
with his family. He is 94
years old this year and on
being led in to see the new
exhibits by the museum’s
co-owner Sheila Perry said
he was always delighted to
follow an attractive blonde!
He added that the pleasures
of the day were such that
would add 10 years to his
life although the bottle of
straight malt whisky that
was presented to him may
cancel this out.
Lt Cdr Peter Sheppard
AFC, RN presented the
museum with the nose
cone of an RAF Hawk
aircraft. On 29 July1983

Lt Cdr Mills inspects the troops

whilst leading a ‘tail chase’
Lt Cdr Sheppard’s aircraft
had been hit by another
Hawk.
The
collision
removed the aircraft’s nose
section, including the
wheel, rendering it unable
to land. The crew ejected
over the sea and the aircraft
ditched off the North
Devon coast.
The nose cone together
with photographs of the
episode are some of the
exhibits in the new Royal
Naval Air Service building
at the museum. Also on
display are artefacts and

pictures of Wing Cdr
Geoffrey Mills who flew as
an RAF pilot from aircraft
carriers. These were kindly
donated by his daughter
Jane Castling.
AK

Wing Cdr Geoffrey A Mills

HIGHFIELD MOTORS

Proprietor: F Luffarelli
Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
for all cars, motorcycles and vans

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Post Office times at
Cornish Stores
Mon to Fri:
Saturday

9am - 5pm
9am - 12 noon

Tel: 01840 250344
Boscastle Newsagent
Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108
Opening hours

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Mobile Library
Tel: 01208 812202
Calls on alternate Thursdays
Wellington Hotel:
11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road: 11.45 – 12.05

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place
Tel: 01840 212409
Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 - 5.00
Friday: 10.00 - 4.00
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday, 9am - 4pm
(open until 6pm until end of September)
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Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues: eg to
report a crime or criminal damage, to request
police advice or attendence, to enquire about
lost property, to be connected to a police station,
service or department:
08452 777 444
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):
Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

0845 4647
01208 251555

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General

01566 765650

Stratton			

01288 287700

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
08451 558155

Dental Helpline:		

0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 385

Boscastle Visitor Centre:

01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England
Methodist
Catholic

01840 250359
01840 770274
01840 770663

Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

Parish Council:
website:
clerk:
email clerk:

www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
01840 250440
formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall:
Bookings:
Pay phone:		

01840 250558
01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:		
01840 250442
Cornwall Council:

0300 1234 100

Camelford One Stop Shop:

01840 214200

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

South West Water:

0800 169 1144

Highways:

01872 222000

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

