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Editorial

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7
Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

Tel: (01840) 212666 

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
 for all cars, motorcycles and vans

Boscastle Blowhole Editorial Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted  

for publication in the Blowhole. The views expressed within the magazine are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial team.

The team are: Arthur Bannister, Chris Rodda,
 Daphne Rogers, Joan Cork, Noel Ward and Philippa Arthan.

The next Blowhole will be published in mid June.  The deadline for copy is 20th May.  
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it. Thanks.

To advertise in the Boscastle Blowhole, please contact Daphne Rogers on 01840 250244
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £1.75 per issue. 

Contributions to the Blowhole can be sent c/o Boscastle Post Office  
or by email to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

The Blowhole is published 4 times a year  and printed by Swiftprint, Unit104,
Carclaze Industrial Estate, Treverbyn Road, St Austell Tel: 01726 70700

The days are getting 
longer, and at present the 
sun is shining. Daffodils are 
blooming everywhere, partly 
thanks to the ton of bulbs 
donated by Richards of Hayle 
and the sterling work of all 
those who planted them

At the harbour, the bridge 
sides have been rebuilt and 
doors and windows are 
visible instead of boarded up 
shop fronts. Despite all this 
activity, there is still a long 
way to go before the village 
is finally free from traffic 
lights, construction vehicles 
and hard hats.

Apologies for all the 
typographical errors in 
the Winter edition of the 
Blowhole - it was due to 
software conflicts and to 
be honest, we don't entirely 
understand why it happened 
as weI weren't aware of 
doing anything differently 
from in the Autumn edition, 
which printed all right. 
Computers!!

It is good to see that shops 
are starting to reopen, and the 
next few months should see 
more signs that things will 
eventually return to normal.

We are now using different 
software, and after a steep 
learning curve getting the 
hang of it. Hopefully it has 
solved the problem, meaning 
that there will only be accents 
and umlauts where they are 
intended!

This edition of the 
Blowhole has brought its 
own problems, however. 
The final piecing together 
becomes a nightmare if a lot 
of copy is not in on time. The 
gap between deadline and the 
Blowhole being delivered 
gets longer, resulting in some 

''news' seeming very old by 
the time you read it.

Of course, some 
contributors are wonderfully 
prompt - you know who 
you are, pat yourselves on 
the back! We really could 
do with more help.  What 
we need is someone who 
could help with collecting 
and collating copy. Typing 
skills would be a bonus, 
but a zest for tracking down 
information is the main 
requirement. If you are this 
wondeful person, please 
contact us asap!
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Arthur Bannister

View of the Village
Open Gardens: 
Autumn 2004 
The proceeds from the 
Open Days at Trefoil 
Farm and Tubbs Ground 
were in aid of Children’s 
Hospice South West: not 
Church funds as reported 
in the autumn 2004 
edition of the Blowhole. 

Trewarmett Inn
A surprise donation of 
£800 for Boscastle came 
from Richard and Sherry 
Claridge who run the 
Trewarmett Inn near 
Tintagel. The amount 
was raised by raffles and 
special nights held in the 
pub.

Coffee Morning at 
Aeolus
Jean Jose and Shirley 
Bannister would like 
to thank all those 
who supported their 
coffee morning held 
in aid of the Lesnewth 
Flood Appeal when 
approximately £460 
was raised.

Jumble Sale
The sum of £290 was 
raised at the jumble sale 
held in the Village Hall 
on Friday 28 January 
2005.  Proceeds were 
for the Children’s 
Hospice S.W and 
C.L.I.C.
Vivian Hircock and 
Marion Ferrett would 
like to thank everyone 
who helped and 
supported them in any 
way

PENNING
P A I N T I N G
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

CORNWALL DEVON

01840 250047     01626 337596

BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Jim Castling’s Book
When Jim Castling joined 
the Blowhole team back in 
1994 he set about writing 
a Clerihew, or four-line 
verse, describing various 
characters in Boscastle.  A 
photograph taken by Jim 
accompanied each verse 
and they appeared together 
in every edition until he 
became too ill to continue 
with them. 
Although unable to work 
on the Blowhole he 

decided to compile an 
anthology of all these 
rhymes mixed together 
with many other poems 
and verses he had written 
over the years. The aim 
was to produce a book in 
full colour, which could 
be sold in aid of charity. 
His work was finished in 
the nick of time and went 
to the printers shortly after 
his death.
The book went on sale 
earlier this year and the 
response has been truly 
remarkable. Jane Castling 
has been deeply moved 
by the letters she has 
received; all of them 
offering their condolences 
with many of them having 
had a similar experience.  
With over a thousand 
copies sold, around £7,000 
has been raised to date. 
The entire proceeds will 
go towards the cost of 
window restoration at 
Davidstow Church.
The book costs £6.50 + 
£1.50 post and Packing.  
Cheques should be made 
payable to Davidstow PCC 
(Window restoration) and 
sent to: Jane Castling, 
Valency House, Boscastle, 
Cornwall, PL35 0HD. 
For further information 
telephone: 01840 250046

South West Water.
Sewage leak
South West Water 
pleaded guilty when 
charged with allowing 
raw sewage to seep 
from the outfall into 
the harbour. Their 
representative in court 
showed no remorse 
when he said that 
the leak paled into 
insignificance in 
comparison with the 
flood in August and 
should be put into 
perspective. He claimed 
that the harbour was not 
used for bathing!
The problem has now 
been widely publicised 
and there are some who 
are concerned about a 
possible adverse effect 
on trade. However there 
are others who are more 
concerned about the 
ever-present health risk.
Sewage Treatment 
Scheme

South West Water are 
again looking at various 
sites around the village. 
At the same time they 
point out that although the 
Environment Agency has 
determined that secondary 
treatment is to be provided 

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates

Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340
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Cobblestone Gutters

When parts of the cobblestone 
gutters in the old road were torn 
out by floodwater it was feared that 
they might not be replaced.  Happily 
County Highways took up the 
challenge and deployed Cormac to 
restore them. Sean, the man chosen 
by Cormac to do the work, became a 
familiar sight working 

continued from page 3

Ofwat have not authorised funding.  
According to Ofwat this is simply 
because SWW have not told them 
what the cost would be. 

The Environment Agency intend to 
issue a consent to SWW which will 
require secondary treatment and the 
company will then have to secure the 
funding following the procedures set 
out by Ofwat.

  We would like to offer you an inexpensive advertising 
solution that will expose your business to over one and a half 

million prospective clients, worldwide. You will receive an 
enhanced listing of your business, which includes a description 

and an image of your business. 
Website and e-mail addresses are included 

and the links are live.
You get all this exposure for only £10 per year. 

Telephone 08700 110349 or E-mail info@thisisnorthcornwall.
co.uk for further information or visit our websites.

In 2004 we received over 1,730,000 visitors to our websites.

www.thisisnorthcornwall.com

www.thisisnorthcornwall.co.uk
www.north-cornwall-accommodation.com

ShelterBox

Established over three years ago 
by Tom Henderson, ShelterBox is 
a charitable trust based in Helston. 
Money is collected by the Rotary Club 
world wide to make up the boxes. It 
costs £496 to fill a box and each box 
contains a ten person tent, ten sleeping 
bags, tools, cooker, water purification 
equipment, water containers, ropes 
and ancillary equipment. 

Contributions to ShelterBox 
since the Asian tsunami have been 
overwhelming. Within a few days 
of the disaster over £1,000.000 had 
been donated with most of the money 
coming from Cornwall and Devon. 
Hundreds of boxes were delivered 
immediately to the affected areas. 

Our local communities played 
their part with a variety fund raising 
events and to date almost £10,000 
has been donated. Details of some of 
these activities appear elsewhere in 
the Blowhole

Some of these donations will have 
also have gift aid added.
For any queries regarding these 
figures, phone Caroline Henderson, 
01840 250 116

Lesnewth Church          £1129.35
Forrabury Church           £158.00
Otterham Church             £24.00
Trevalga Church               £83.00
Coffee Morning
   St Christophers           £496 25
Big Breakfast  
    Old Coach House      £1166.28
Chapel Lunch                £838.65
Bottreaux Garage  Box     £59.31
Safari Supper                 £850.00
Julliotter Garden Club       £26.00
Newsagent’s Box            £179.15
Cobweb Box                   £47.23
Boscastle Singers          £1138.47
Napoleon Box And Quiz   £308.27
Donations From Individuals £585.66
Blue Note                   £1400.00

Some of the individual to-
tals raised for Shelterbox are 
listed below

Air Ambulance Shop,  
Delabole
January is a quiet month after the 
hectic days of December and staff try 
to clear the shop of old stock to make 
room for Spring clothing.
PLEASE only bring items in good, 
saleable condition to the shop.
There are now regulations regarding 
electrical goods, which cannot be sold 
unless tested by an electrical engineer.
Bags and packages are still being left 
on the doorstep. These often get wet 
and have to be binned and also cause a 
hazard to those going in and out of the 
shop. Please only bring goods to the 
shop during opening hours, which are 
posted on the door and are, of course, 
subject to the availability of volun-
teers.

Sean reinstating the cobblestones

MYRTLE COTTAGE
BED & BREAKFAST & TEA GARDEN

FORE STREET, BOSCASTLE
CORNWALL

PL35 0AX
01840 250245

TEA, COFFEE, TV, CENTRAL HEATING

£25.00 per person per night
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V.E. Day 
Commemoration. 
1945 - 1995. 
Village Plans for 
50th Anniversary. 

“Boscastle is to join 
with other communities 
throughout the country 
to commemorate the day 
on which the Second 
World War came to an 
end in Europe. A series 
of events is planned for 
the week which includes 
the 8th May”

Flood Alleviation 
Scheme

“The Council debated, 
at length, the proposed 
Boscastle Flood 
Alleviation Scheme 
submitted by Halcrow 
Engineers.It was 
considered that the 
scheme was impractical, 
if it involved addressing 
the problems of flooding 
at the bottom of the 
village without dealing 
with excess surface 
water at the top of the 
village……….”

Community Information Line: 
A new service  is now 

operating from the 
Community Centre. 

If  you have any simple 
questions about a variety 
of  issues, eg Housing, 
Education, Benefits, 
Highways, Hedgerows, 
Litter etc the information 
line could be of  use to 
you.

It is a service set up 
with government support 
through the North 
Cornwall Local Strategic  
Partnership. It aims to 
help people in rural areas 
get the information they 
need by providing access 
via the internet to local 
authority websites. 

Blowhole team members, Noël Ward and 
Joan Cork strut their stuff in the Village Hall 
at Noël's recent 80th birthday celebrations

Oldest swinger in 
town

“Noel Ward, who recently 
celebrated his 70th 
birthday at the Napoleon, 
would like to thank Vera 
and Julie for a superb 
buffet heartily enjoyed.”  
(plus ça change ... see photo, 
left)

The Village Hall

“Its transformation has 
started.  We now have 
a new ceiling in both 
rooms, a fire alarm and 
emergency lighting 
system, freshly painted 
walls, a demountable 
stage and an outdoor 
notice board. Now we 
want to start the second 
stage…….”   

Forrabury Church

“Repair work is in 
progress in Forrabury 
Church. When the old 
rotting cladding was 
removed in the autumn, it 
was discovered that one 
of the main beams had 
rotted through, and this 
had to be replaced.”

Information can be 
accessed, emails sent  and 
forms printed. You coul 
browse the list of  NCDC 
planning applications 
or download a copy of  
building regulations. It 
can also enable you to 
look at the parish council 
website.

Being a new service, it 
is impossible to predict 
everything for which it can 
be used. The best thing to 
do is to give it a try!

The local contact for the 
Community Information 
line is Philippa Arthan.
To access the service or 
find out more, phone 
01840 250483

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248

Paintings by local artists 

A wide selection of prints and cards plus 
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

Ten Years ago in the Blowhole
Another selection of articles, these first appeared in the 
Blowhole in Spring 1994 
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We heard so very little 
about the floods that 
engulfed Carlisle in 
January and wondered if 
they needed any help.
We eventually spoke to 
Father Richard Oakley of 
St Aiden’s Church and he 
told us of some of their 
problems. Their church 
and church hall were both 
badly damaged many 
people will be homeless 
for 6-9months and schools 
are still shut. He has turned 
his dining room into a 
temporary chapel and tells 
us they have the same team 
working on the church that 
worked here at Minster.
With all our fund raising 
for Shelterbox Trust, we 
wondered how we could 
help them. Eventually 

The Big Breakfast held at the Old Coach House in aid of Shel-
terBox proved a tremendous success as eager eaters turned 
up in force to support the Charity. Pictured are Ruth & Michael 
Parsons and Odette Rigby-Jones         Photo  David FlowerWhilst holidaying in 

Australia, John Bolitho was 
surprised to see 'Boscastle' 
pastries and pies on the menu 
board of a waterfront cafe. The 
photograph above was taken in 
Willamstown, across the bay 
from Melbourne.

It seems that two Australian 
chaps doing a post university 
tour of Eurpoe found themselves 
in Boscastle. Falling in love 
with the place they got jobs as 
pastry cooks in a local hotel 
and stayed in the area for quite 
a time.

On returning to Oz they 
decided not to follow their 
intended careers but to stick 
to making pastreies and 
now supply ready made 
pies, pastries - including 
'Cornish Pasties' to catering 
establishments over a huge 
area..

John intends to contact his 
Australian friends to see if 
he can determine where they 
were emplyed locally.Did 
any Blowhole readers meet 
the chefs when they were in 
the village.

John Bolitho and ‘Boscastle’ menus

CARLISLE JANUARY 2005
Caroline Henderson writes:

we decided to send the 
proceeds of the Troyl 
(Cornish country dance) 
arranged for January 29th. 
This was a very lively 
evening enjoyed by all 
who went. anyone can join 
in this sort of dancing, you 
don’t need a partner it’s 
fun if you are 9 or 90.
The band Asteveryn 
gave their services free 
for Carlisle and when 
we were all puffed out, 
their demonstration team 
gave displays of how it 
should really be done. 
The hall committee for 
the Otterham and St Juliot 
Hall also waved their 
charge so we were able to 
send a cheque foe £460 to 
St Aiden’s Church.

Race Night
at Tintagel Country Club

on Saturday 2nd April
First Race 7 pm

Ring 250341 for more details
Everyone Welcome

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior

work on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering - Tiling

Renovation Work, Carpentry, Masonry
Stonewall Building and Cornish Hedging

Fence and Shed Building
Wooden Flooring

All work guaranteed to a high standard

Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for 
conservatories

Telephone: 01840 211054
Mobile: 07976 412374
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John & Francilla will be
open as soon as the

refit is complete

THE SPINNING WHEEL

Glasses raised to celebrate the reopening of Cornish Stores. 
Tracy and Guy Lane de Courtin are joined by some of their 
regular customers after the ribbon was cut    Photo David Flower

In November 
we provided 
as usual tea 

Lesnewth Churchyard was badly damaged in the flood. A foot-
bridge was washed away and the Cornish Cross is in danger 
of falling into the enlarged river course     photo David Flower

and entertainment for the 
Camelford Disabled Club. 
Mr Marshall traced back 
the history of the Floral 
Dance at our meeting.
In December Mrs Wood 
brought with her a 
delightful collection of 
collectables, more money 
could be made over to 
the Boscastle Emergency 
Fund.
We enjoyed two cinema 
outings, ‘Ladies in 
Lavender’ and ‘Phantom 
of the Opera’. Our raffle 
money will go towards 
‘Carlisle Flood’.

Hello again
Well we have had no callouts 
since the 16/11/04; it’s been 
very quite. Let’s hope it stays 
that way for a bit longer with 
all the works going on down 
the Harbour.
Training continues indoors 
in these winter months, but 
things could change soon 
as we have lighting and a 
generator now so we can get 
outside and do some cliff 
work.
In the past year Antony Wil-
liams has been recommended 
for the Chief Coastguard’s 
Award (by myself) for his 
actions in a diving incident 
at Castle Beach where he got 
his diving Equipment on and 
dived for the diver who was 
in trouble. Sadly it was too 
late, but Antony brought the 
casualty to the beach.

Graham King attended a Sta-
tion Officer’s course at our 
Training centre in Christch-
urch and also a Four-wheel 
Drive course up Birmingham 
way and passed; it was the 
closest one to us.
Richard Alexander withdrew 
his resignation and decided to 
stay in the Company which 
we all gladly accepted, he is 
too good a cliffman to lose.

And last of all, Dan Roots 
has passed his Driving Test. 
I can’t say how long he has 
been trying but he has been 
with us for around 10 yrs.

 Well done Dan from all of us 
at Boscastle Coastguard.
P.S I will let you drive it 
more than six feet out of the 
garage, I promise.
Les Siford Station Officer.

Boscastle Coastguard Report

Cornish Horticulture 
from Mr Kestell with 
lovely slides on our 
January meeting. 
Everyone welcome 
at Doreen Hancock’s 
April 6th at our coffee 
morning. A Craft Day 
to make boxes and an 
outing to Truro to see a 
Ballet is planned. Our 
new programme looks 
promising.
Table Tennis is every 
Wednesday for everyone 
to join and Pop-In on 
Thursday s to do just that. 
Our garden club starts in 
April, we welcome new 
members.      Edith Gommoll
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There are some people who appear 
to have no need for a surname and 
such a person was Effie (Brewer); 
throughout the village and further 
afield, she was simply `Effie’. 

We knew Effie before we lived in 
Boscastle, first meeting her as the 
busy, friendly lady who welcomed 
everyone with a warm smile as soon 
as they entered Forrabury Church. She 
had become a Churchwarden during 
The Rev. David Nash’s incumbancy 
and continued in that role for several 
years after John became Rector. 

Effie was steeped in Boscastle 
lore and she set about initiating 
John into Forrabury practices with 
a proprietary air. She knew what 
happened when, who did what, and 
who was related to whom - and the 
Rector had better know too. She loved 
Forrabury Church, whilst having 
at the same time a strong affinity 
to the Methodist Chapel, being one 
of those Cornish people for whom 
the distinction between Church and 
Chapel is blurred. 

Effie rued the fact that although 
her home was almost in the church’s 
shadow, there was no direct access 
from Langford’s Meadow to 
Forrabury Lane. In the early nineties, 
this problem was overcome by her 
`best friend’, the three-wheeled 
Robin Reliant. Its presence at the 
bottom of the church path was a 
frequent reminder of Effie’s devotion, 
but it also took her further afield. On 
one occasion, soon after we arrived, 
we were both due to help at a flower 
festival at St. Juliot Church. Effie 
volunteered to show me the way. She 
drove up the hill on the Bude Road 
signalling right for at least half a 
mile. At last she turned into a very 
narrow lane and I followed, noticing 
too late a clear sign that there was 
`no through road’. We ended up in a 
farm yard, with little turning space. 
Observed by a less-than-delighted 

Forrabury. Each year, when most of 
the church ladies were engaged in 
beautifying Minster Church for the 
celebration of Easter, Effie steadfastly 
remained at Forrabury. Around the 
base of the font would be a circlet 
of wild dog daisies, daffodils and 
sprigs of flowering shrubs arranged 
so artlessly that they appeared to 
be growing there. Another naive 
arrangement on the top of the font 
and painstaking `tweaking’ here and 
there would engage her for at least 
two hours. During those Saturday 
morning work sessions, Effie would 
regail me with stories of Boscastle’s 
past. It was from her, and later from 
Iris Olde, that I began to appreciate 
the rich history of the village - of 
fairs, carnivals, pantomimes and 
concerts and other traditional events 
now `lost’. Effie had lived in or 
near the village since 1943 with her 
beloved Bert, who died in 1986. She 
was a member of the W.I. as well as 
the Mothers’ Union and the League 
of Friends of St. Lawrence’s Hospice 
and had served as a Parish Councillor, 
School Secretary and Sunday School 
teacher. There was no end to her fund 
of stories and she loved to tell them, 
embellishing her tales with telling 
detail, clearly looking back fondly on 
a happy life in the village. 

As a young woman, she had for a 
while been a teacher in the village 
of her birth, Withiel. Perhaps it was 
this experience that ensured her 

confidence in front of an audience. 
Effie loved to entertain. Recitation 
of monologues and poems and 
Cornish readings were her forté. 
She read in Church, in Chapel and 
entertained in the village hall and 
various other venues for many 
years, travelling with the Tintagel 
Orpheus Choir. (We missed the 
BBC Radio Cornwall’s recording of 
her recitations made in Langford’s 
Meadow in 1989, but I believe 
that copies still exist.) Effie’s last 
eye-twinkling performance was as 
Prince Charming in 1997, when she 
and other W.I. members left many of 
us with aching ribs

Effie’s service to the community 
was recognised in 1994 when she was 
a recipient of the `Maundy Money’ 
presented by The Queen, that year, 
in Truro. When we collected her to 
drive her to the Cathedral, she was 
looking very attractive, very regal. 
(Effie loved clothes and her sense 
of the theatrical meant that she rose 
to such occasions with great flair.) I 
admired her outfit; `You’ll outshine 
the Royal Personage,’ I said. `So it 
should be,’ was her instant retort. 

Effie was very proud of her 
Royal Maundy coins. She felt that 
Boscastle had been honoured by 
them - they were `our’ coins. Her 
conversation abounded in the `we’ 
and `us’ of the community, whether 
it be of the Church, the W.I., or her 

Effie Brewer 1914 - 2004

farmer, Effie did a ten-point turn 
and I churned up a lot more mud 
with spinning wheels. ̀ A bit more 
of the parish you’ve discovered,’ 
said Effie nonchalently, when we 
eventually reached St. Juliot. 

Effie’s church flower 
arrangements were naturalistic; 
she favoured wild flowers and 
leaves mixed with some from 
her garden. I well remember 
her decoration of the font at 

Effie Brewer

Yvonne Ayling remembers a dear friend, and long time 
Boscastle resident
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neighbours in Langford’s Meadow. 
Her Christian faith was evident in her 
care for others and especially in her 
love of her family. She would proudly 
show photos of Wendy, Janet and 
Martin, sharing her pride in them and 
in her large extended family, as well 
as her occasional worries. Neighbours 
and friends and those who needed 
a cheery word would often receive 
cards and she would visit those who 
were unable to get out. (My own 
father thoroughly enjoyed their chats 
when she called at the Rectory and 
shared stories of days before we were 
even born!) 

Effie’s thoughfulness is well 
remembered by David Nash. In 
1988, when he celebrated the 35th 
anniversary of his ordination, Effie 
gave him a special card, which he still 
treasures. She had adorned it with her 
own adaptation of the Harrow School 
Song, had `commissioned’ two 
drawings (of David in the pulpit and 
braving the wind outside the church) 
and had collected 90 signatures, 
including many from Methodist 
Church members who joined the 
large congregation for the service. 

Effie had known and loyally 
supported several Boscastle rectors. 
No doubt others would have stories 
to tell, for she was a significant 
presence in church circles as she 
was in other village groups; she cast 

a discriminating eye over all that 
happened and when she considered 
that things were not as they should be, 
she said so. She was often right, and 
when she wasn’t, she rarely caused 
offence; her wit and her warmth saw 
to that. 

Effie seemed to embody the spirit 
of Boscastle and of Cornishness. 
The sight of the Cornish cross flying 
over the church could bring tears to 
her eyes. Although she was generally 
very accepting of `incomers’ like us 
and the inevitable changes which we 
brought to village life, she retained 
traditional values and ensured that 
we were all aware of tradition. (She 
was never quite sure about `Cornish 
teas’ - splits were Cornish, but if we 
insisted on scones, then we had better 
remember whether the cream came 
before the jam or vice versa and not err 
into Devonian ways.) She seemed to 
belong to an age when entertainment 
was self-generated, meals were home 
grown and home cooked and the year 
had a rhythm of its own. 

Effie enriched our lives, adding 
a sparkle to many occasions. In the 
latter years of her life she herself 
needed a little help, and there were 
many friends eager and willing to 
supply it, but she was still delightful 
company. She will be remembered 
with great affection and many smiles. 

No doubt, she rests in peace.

 Church Service Times 
 Forrabury Church, Boscastle: 
 1st & 3rd Sunday each month:
10am, Morning Worship.
 2nd&4th Sunday each month:
10am, Family Communion.
 1st Sunday each month:
 ‘Together@3’, Family Service

 St. Juliot Church, Boscastle:
 2nd & 4th Sunday each month:
3pm Holy Communion 
 3rd Sunday each month: 
10am, Mattins 

 Lesnewth Church:
 1st & 3rd Sunday each month:
10am, Family Holy Communion
 2nd Sundays: 9am, Said Prayer 
Book Communion

 Trevalga Church:
 3rd Sunday each month:
11.30am, Holy Communion
 1st & 2nd Sunday each month:
11.30am, Mattins 

WAKEFIELDS OF CAMELFORD

P R I N T E R S
A comprehensive printing service
for the general public, businesses

local authorities, clubs and organisations

17A Market Place, Camelford, PL32 9PD

Phone/Fax 01840 212562

Just as the Blowhole was 
ready to go to the printers, we 
heard the sad news that Mrs 
Eunice Sandercock has died.

We will publish her obituary 
in the next edition of the 
Blowhole.

Our sympathies go to her 
family and friends.
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Meeting 6th January 05
Public Participation:

It was pointed out that the 
problems encountered as a 
result of the flood at the top 
of the village, in particular 
above Tubbs Ground, should 
not be ignored.  Excessive 
water from blocked drains 
caused considerable 
problems.
Regeneration meetings:

Cllr Bannister said that 
these meetings seemed 
to achieve less and less.  
Questions posed by the 
Parish Council were not 
being answered.  

Cllr Brewer said it was 
important that the Council 
speak with one voice, but 
that they should wait for the 
Environment Agency report 
before commenting further.

District Councillor report:
Cllr Comber reported 

that although progress 
was frustratingly slow, the 
Steering Group and NCDC 

were working together 
and progress was being 
made.

Chairman’s report: 

Cllr Findlay reported 
that the North Cornwall 
Flood Appeal Fund would 
stop seeking funds from 
31-01-05.  Although the 
Appeal would be closed, 
it would still be able to 
receive funds.

It was further reported 
that The Boscastle Traders 
Group now had some 32 
paid up members.
Meeting 27th January 05

Public Participation:

Graham King reported 
that he had received a letter 
from South West Water 
saying that they were 
now required to provide 
secondary treatment for 
Boscastle.  However,  at 
present, they do not have 
the finance so to do.

Rob Lloyd asked whether 
the Parish Council were 
involved in plans for the 
marketing of Boscastle 
and if not, why not.  Cllr 
Bannister said that there were 
marketing group meetings, 
but that the Parish Council 
were not involved.  Cllr 
Findlay said he would see 
if a representative from the 
Council could attend.
County Councillor’s report:

Cllr Brown reported that 
Tredorne Hill has been 
included on the gritters 
map.  This would obviously 
increase safety.

He also reported that he 
anticipated that the Council 
Tax would be increased by 
up to 5% this year.

District Councillor’s report:

Cllr Comber said that 
there was a 17% increase in 
re-cycling this year.  North 
Cornwall re-cycled the most 
in Cornwall but more could 
be done!

Chairman’s report: 

Cllr Findlay reported 
on progress of work 
in the village.  The car 
park would be extended 
for public use by Easter 
when charges would be 
re-introduced.  There 
would be no spaces for 
Coaches to park.  This 
was a problem as it was 
anticipated that there 
would be an increased 
number of coach tours 
wanting to include 
Boscastle on their itinerary.  
It was hoped to find land 
somewhere on the outskirts 
of the village where 
coaches could park.
Flood Donations:

The Parish Council 
has received in excess of 
£6.000 in donations towards 
regeneration of the village.  
It was agreed that this 
money should be kept until 
such time there is a specific 
purpose or item required

Market Place
Camelford

01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin

01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac

01208 880355

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service

CONVEYANCING
PROBATE

WILLS
CHILDCARE

DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK

ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT

BUSINESSES

SPROULL
SOLICITORS

Forrabury and Minster Parish Council usually meet in the Village Hall on 
the last Thursday of each month.  Meetings begin at 7.00pm.  Members 
of the public are invited to attend. The first 10 minutes of every meeting 
are available for members of the public to speak on any matter they wish. 
Statutory regulations require that only minuted items can be discussed 
at meetings, but the clerk should put any items brought to the council’s 
attention  on the minutes of the council’s next full meeting.

Daily Fresh Bread by Malcolm Barnecutt
Home-baked Cakes, Pasties and Patisserie

Delicious Filled Baps,
Baguettes & Sandwiches

Tea, Coffee, Chocolate and Cold Soft Drinks

Telephone: 01840 250 205

Nev and Sue 
Chamberlane at

BOSCASTLE

BAKERY
Hoping to be 
open for Easter
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DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

N C E I C

D. SCOTT ELECTRICAL
SALES & SERVICE

Electrical Installation
Domestic Appliances

B Grade Appliances Available

Tel or Fax: (01840) 250155

1 Jordan Vale, Boscastle
Cornwall PL35 0AJ

Frustrated by the August 
flooding we, the Cave of 
Harmony company, had great 
hopes of staging our next 
production The Sea!... The Sea! 
at the beginning of June this 
year. Sadly, just as rehearsals 
began, illnesses and various 
commitments for members of 
the cast forced us to delay even 
further, and we have now fixed 
a date at the end of February 
2006, our traditional spot in 
the year.

Fortunately, this additional 
wait for audiences and 
performers does have its 
advantages. This time we 
will join forces with David 
Lamond and Peter Chisholm 
Taylor, “The Pickwicks”, 
and follow the success of 
our Cabarets at their annual 
parties with the recreation of a 
great feature of the early music 
halls. Together we intend to 
turn Boscastle Village Hall 
into a 19th century Song and 
Supper Room with a hearty 
meal for the audience and 
plenty of liquid refreshment 
as an accompaniment to the 
show on stage.

The programme will be in 
two parts, the first half being 
a celebration of sailors’ lives 
on the ocean with some of the 
most moving - and hilarious 
- musical items. Shanties 
with the original outspoken 
mariners’ words (not the 

tamer versions sung at school) 
will contrast with the dire 
tragedy of sinking ships and 
revelations of how all nice 
girls come to love a sailor.

For the second half of the 
evening the scene will change 
to the seaside. We shall 
discover what folk get up to 
on their annual excursions 
to the silvery sands and why 
gentlemen, when they are not 
walking the wibbly wobbly 
walk, love to go swimmin’ 
with wimmen. What with 
the splashing in the waves 
and queasiness on rolling 
paddle steamers, we shall have 
something to weep about, 
laugh about and remember. 
So, watch out for the details 
of the performance dates and 
where and when tickets may 
be obtained.

As our faithful patrons know, 
our standards of performance 
and staging are very high. 
But we are always looking 
out for singers, actors and 
helpers, including beginners. 
Particularly, we need help with 
the costumes, a much admired 
feature of our productions. If 
you are interested in joining 
us - or would simply like to 
know more - don’t hesitate 
to telephone me on 01840 
250250 and, if I am not 
available when you call, leave a 
message so that I may contact 
you.

Michael Turner

The Cave of Harmony -  
 Postponed

Ruth & Michael Parsons

All rooms
●   En suite

●   TV & radio
●   Tea & coffee

Relax in this 
beautiful 300 
year old coach 
house and stables

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

Canapés
Business Lunches

Finger & Fork Buffets
High Quality Ready Prepared Meals

Dinner Party Dishes
Celebration Cakes

Picnics

To discuss menu ideas for any occasion why not call:-

01840 770880
Now situated at The Good Food Deli & Café,

Bossiney Road, Tintagel
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it in good working order. 
All of this spells money 
and so we have constantly 
to be raising funds by any 
means available. To this 
end we in Davidstow hold 
musical events that exploit 
the good acoustics and also 
the fine instrument afore 
mentioned.

In 2004 we held the 
following events:

January – Epiphany Carols 
– Cadon Chorus 

Good Friday – Stainer’s 
Crucifixion – Cadon Chorus 
and Group Choir

June – Chamber Concert – 
Hartland Chamber Orchestra

July – The Armed Man  
- A Mass for Peace by Carl 
Jenkins, the  first performance 
outside of London – The 

Bude Festival Chorus and 
orchestra.  Proceeds to 
Soundwaves South West.

August – Port Isaac 
Chorale – Cornwall Organ 
Association event.

November –  Boyan 
Ensemble of Kiev – one 
of three concerts held in 
Cornwall as part of their 
2004 UK Tour. – All proceeds 
to the Boyan choir

December –  Handel’s 
Messiah – 75 voices with 
soloists (mainly Cadon 
Chorus) and guest conductor. 
(This event was in aid of the 
N Cornwall Flood appeal)

Davidstow’s own Christmas 
concert of community carols 
and solo singing.

January 2005: – Church 
Town Unity Jazz Band (see 
photo above)

Davidstow Parish Church 
is the biggest of the seven 
churches in the benefice of 
Boscastle with Davidstow 
and has as its patron saint, 
somewhat appropriately, 
St David; the church is 
also under the patronage 
of Prince Charles in 
his capacity as Duke of 
Cornwall. It is hard to 
believe, looking at the 
church today, that just a few 
short years ago it was being 
considered for closure!  
What we see at Davidstow 
today is the product of the 
joint efforts of a small but 
dedicated team who love 
the place and whose aim is 
to keep it functioning as a 
place of worship, first and 
foremost, and also as a place 
for coming together within 
the local and extended 
communities too. With the 
loss of the village hall it is 
even more important that 
we keep the church at the 
heart of the community as a 
place of fellowship as well 
as worship.

The fabric, as with any 
old building, presents a 
problem since the Victorian 
restoration is now beginning 

DAVIDSTOW PARISH CHURCH
David Lamond relates 
news from Davidstow 
Church

Church Town Unity Jazz Band gave their services free of 
charge when they performed in concert at Davidstow Church. 
The event, which raised £800, was held in aid of ShelterBox for 
the South East Asia Relief Fund.      Photograph: David Flower

to show its teeth.  A new 
roof in 2000 meant that 
we are now drier than 
we have been for a long 
time. The tower requires 
strengthening and the 
windows, some consider 
these to be the jewel in 
our crown, are overdue for 
restoration too. On top of 
this we have an organ built 
by the doyen of Victorian 
organ builders, Father 
Willis, and its upkeep 
requires constant heating 
and servicing to keep 

The income from events 
organised by Cadon 
Chorus is usually shared 
with Soundwaves South 
West, a local charity whose 
aim is to provide music 
therapists within the local 
community.

Music at Davidstow has 
enabled us to make greater 
use of the church building 
and our growing reputation 
as a good musical venue is 
one of which we are proud.  
The concerts have been 
good money-spinners but 
the majority of the income 
in 2004 has been to the 
benefit of organisations 
other than the church.  The 
donation of 60 chairs has 
enabled us to accommodate 

THE OLD MILL BOSCASTLE
ANTIQUES, PRINTS, OLD BOOKS,
BEARS, LINEN, SOFT TOYS, ANTIQUE
FRENCH BEDS, GIFTS, CARDS,
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES,
SOFT FURNISHINGS, TEA ROOMS . . . .. .
AND MUCH MORE!

COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF
tel: 01840 250230

www.boscastleoldmill.com
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Peggy Saunders, who for 
many years lived in The 
Old Post House, has died 
recently aged 87.

Peggy Patmore was 
trained at the Slade School 
of Art and at Reading 
University. She became 
an Art teacher and fought 
to establish Art as a major 
subject in the syllabus. 
Teaching and exams 
were carried on against a 
background of bombs and 
doodle bugs and often had 
to continue the lessons in 
the air raid shelter. Peggy 
later worked as a Lecturer 
at the Froebel Institute.

Following her marriage 
to a fellow teacher, Jim 
Saunders, they moved to 
Epping - then an unspoilt 
market town. Peggy loved 
walking in Epping Forest 
and they made many 
friendly contacts with local 
people. This was a very 
happy time for Peggy, but 
then it was marred by the 
tragic loss of a beloved 
sister, who suffered a terrible 
accident necessitating the 
amputation of a leg. More 
sadness ensued not long 
after, by the death of her 
Mother who endured a 
long, lingering and painful 
illness caused by tumour of 
the brain.

However, spirits were 
lifted by the birth of two 
children, Mike and Jenny, 
who brought great joy 
and many new interests 
and contacts. Peggy threw 
herself into providing a 
happy and fulfilling life for 
them, and retained many 
fond memories of those 
good times. The family 
spent many happy holidays 
in Boscastle, where they 
owned a holiday cottage 
and later, when they were 
launched in their careers, 
Peggy and Jim moved to 
The Old Post House in Fore 
Street.

Sadly, the marriage did 
not survive the test of time 
and they were divorced. 
Peggy then set up a Bed 
& Breakfast business from 
her own home, running 
the cottage as a holiday 
home for others Although 
this was very hard work, 
she enjoyed meeting so 
many people, many of 
whom remained friends 
throughout the years. The 
business flourished and 
provided fresh interest 
and purpose in life at a 
time when many people 
are thinking of retirement. 
During the winter months, 
Peggy was kept busy 
with refurbishment and 
redecorating for the next 
season.

The arrival of three 
grandchildren was a great 
thrill and Beth, Sarah and 
Emma brought  much 
happiness and joy. Their 
fresh and loving attitude 
gave her so much comfort 
and warmth and she felt 
was a privilege to be with 
them.

PEGGY SAUNDERS Unfortunately, this active 
and interesting life was 
somewhat curtailed when 
a viral infection struck 
in Christmas 1989. As a 
result, Peggy was left with 
raging Tinnitus, reduced 
and distorted hearing 
and impaired circulation. 
All sorts of devices and 
strategies were called into 
play to cope with the awful 
bombardment of constant 
noises, night and day.

Peggy struggled on with 
the help of loving and caring 
friends. She continued 
wielding the paintbrush, 
maintaining a large garden 
and, in general, managing 
to extract some enjoyment 
out of life, in spite of the 
difficulties.

Last year, Peggy decided 
that The Old Post House 
was too large for her to 
manage so she moved, with 
her beloved cat, Ibby, to a 
bungalow in Treknow.

Peggy was basically a shy 
and reserved personality, 
but sensitive and deeply 
caring and she took an 
active part in many causes 
fighting abuse and cruelty. 
She supported many 
animal charites, including 
the RSPCA, Compassion 
in World Farming and the 
League against Cruel Sports. 
She was also passionate 
about conservation 
and preservation of the 
countryside. She had a great 
love of trees and beautiful 
buildings.

During the funeral service 
at Glynn Valley, as music by 
Eric Satie was being played, 
a trio of buzzards soared 
through the skies, weaving 
a magical dance, seemingly 
in time. Peggy would have 
loved their intricate aerial 
choreography.

the growing audience 
numbers at concerts and 
we are able to now seat 
250 people at most events

We are always prepared 
to give consideration 
to appropriate events 
but we reserve the right 
to organise front of house 
and catering facilities 
– we can usually take care 
of the advertising too and 
except in special cases we 
do now expect to share 
the income to meet the 
continuing and escalating 
costs of maintaining the 
fabric of this lovely old 
Cornish Church.

In addition to the Church 
we also have what amounts 
to a church hall, which in 
good repair could prove a 
most valuable asset but the 
passage of time has taken 
its toll and we are faced 
with considerable repairs 
and alterations to render it 
usable and conforming to 
current legislation. Again 
money is the problem and 
the PCC at Davidstow have 
to follow expert advice as 
to which problem should 
take priority. To this 
end our major initiative 
at the present time is 
the restoration of the 
windows, together with the 
surrounding masonry, and 
we are actively seeking 
help and support for this 
from anyone who is able 
to give it.

There is an active and 
co-operative relationship 
between St David’s and 
the Methodist church in 
Tremail, Davidstow – we 
try whenever possible to 
support each other at a 
variety of events.

DL

Davidstow Church 
News continued

14th November 1917 - 17th February 2005
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Church 
and 

Chapel

Message from the Methodist 
Minister, Rev Sowden:

My first word this month must be a 
word of praise to all those who have 
been working hard to raise money for 
the tsunami victims, and the people of 
Carlisle. It is good to hear people say, 
‘we received help when we needed it, 
now is the time for us to help others’.

This is the Passiontide / Easter 
season, and the message of death, 
followed by resurrection will have a 
special significance this year. Every 
since last August, Easter 2005 has 
been the time when we hoped that 
our village would be restored to its 
previous state. For many this will 
be a reality, people able to return 
to their homes, shops and hotels 
reopened. As this Easter we celebrate 
the resurrection of Boscastle, do 
come to our churches and give 
thanks for the resurrection of Jesus.

I am aware, however, that for some 
it is taking longer than you once 
hoped. Easter 2005 will not be your 
time of resurrection. I would remind 
you that only 10 of Jesus’ 12 disciples 
experienced his resurrection on the 
first Easter Day. Judas had already 
committed suicide after betraying 
his master. Thomas also was absent 
when Jesus appeared to the 10. We 
do not know where he was, but he 
missed the blessing. If we absent 
ourselves from Christian fellowship 
we too miss the blessing. However, a 
week later Jesus appears again to the 
disciples and this time Thomas was 
present. It is as if this was a special 
appearance for Thomas and for him 
this was an even more wonderful 
experience than that enjoyed by the 
10 the previous week. They had 
been afraid and remained speechless; 
Thomas was able to proclaim “My 
Lord and my God”. May that story 

prove an encouragement to those who 
are still waiting for a resurrection.

Legend suggests that Thomas 
travelled to India with the Christian 
message, and many Indian Christians 
today acknowledge Thomas as the 
founder of their church. I pray that this 
Easter, the message that Thomas took 
may prove to be an encouragement 
to those in India and neighbouring 
countries who suffered as a result of 
the tsunami, and to us in Boscastle.

Andrew D. Sowden

Easter Services at Chapel
Good Friday:
 8.30am Holy Communion
Easter Sunday:
 11.00am Divine worship
Easter Sunday:
 6.00pm Holy Communion

We know a thing or two about 
rising again, it is so good to see the 
real progress being made now down 
by the harbour and in other places. 
There are still problems to get through 
of course, but our village is slowly 
being resurrected. 

No better time than Easter to 
think about resurrection! The most 
significant time in the Christian year 
of course, when we remember Jesus 
rising from the pain, agony and death 
of the cross.

But resurrection is not some 
remote event that happened one time 
to one person, our lives are full of 
resurrection experiences. So many 
people I have known have taught me 
so much about it.

People who have walked roads 
of pain and suffering; illness, 
debt, marriage breakup, disability, 
violence, bereavement; all the trials 
and crucifixions that we may have to 
face; and yet risen from it to new life 
and hope. 

That, for me, is the real message of 
Easter. Not just that Jesus died and 
rose again all those years ago, but 
that in Christ, God entered into real 
human experience for all time; walks 
with us through all our trials and can 
transform darkness to light in all 
situations.
                                    Revd Chris

Rev Chris Musser writes:
I was down in Truro recently, 

with a very large pair of scissors! 
The occasion was the launch of the 
‘MakePovertyHistory’ campaign in 
Cornwall. Several Church leaders, 
including Bishop Bill and Christopher 
Blake, were tied up at High Cross, and 
I was asked to free them by cutting 
their bonds! It was symbolic of the 
aim of the campaign of course: that 
people in the poorest countries of the 
world will be freed from the shackles 
of debt and unfair trade practices. 
This year is a significant one, in that 
Tony Blair is hosting the meeting 
of the powerful G8 leaders and also 
gains the presidency of the E.U. so 
Britain has a superb opportunity to 
lead the way in changing the rules to 
really make a difference to millions. 
Do get involved, add your voice to 
the many calling for changes that will 
mean people in poorer nations may be 
able to rise from under the crushing 
burden of injustice.

Other Church News 
A reminder that ‘What About…? 
continues on the 1st Thursday of each 
month, 7pm in Boscastle Village 
Hall. Join us for drinks, supper, song 
and chat. Recent topics for discussion 
have been: Community, Resolutions, 
Change, and Fair Trade.
Insurance: a big issue for many 
recently. I have been sent 50 
complimentary copies of software 
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24th March: Maundy Thurs. Eucharist 
– Lesnewth at 8pm
25th March: Good Friday 
Meditation on the Cross from 12 noon 
at Forrabury, .This takes the 
traditional form of a 3 hour 
meditation, divided into half hour 
sections. Each section includes a 
reading, short talk, prayer, hymn and 
reflective music provided by singers 
and instrumentalists. Join us for as 
long as you wish, there will be a 
pause on the hour and ½ hour for 
people to come and go.
26th March: Easter Vigil at Otterham 
Church – 7.30pm
Easter Day: Dawn service at Coastal 
Lookout, 5.30am, followed by 
breakfast at the Rectory.
Holy Communion services:
Lesnewth – 9am; St.Juliot – 9.45am; 
Forrabury – 11am;
Trevalga – 11.30am;
Davidstow – 3pm
You will be most welcome at any of 
our services. On Easter Day, there is 
a gift of Easter eggs to all children.

Church Contact Details:
Boscastle Methodist Church:
Rev Andrew Sowden, The Manse, Tintagel, Tel: 770274
Sunday Services at 11am and 6pm
Church of England:
Rev Christine Musser, The Rectory, Forrabury, Boscastle, Tel: 250359 
Regular service times on page 8
Roman Catholic Church:
Fr Storey, St Paul’s Church, Tintagel, Tel: 770663
Religious Society of Friends: Quakers meet on Sundays at 10.30am in the 
John Betjeman Centre, Wadebridge

Horse was going to the Albert Hall 
and that there was a coach party 
going with it to London.  Bob got a 
seat on the coach and went to knock 
on Ann’s door; the rest, as they say, 
is history.

Bob and Ann were married in 1954 
and for a while lived in Plymouth.

In 1957 Bob came out of the Navy.  
Unable to get a job as a telegraphist 
unless he worked overseas, leaving 
Ann behind in England which he 
was not prepared to do, he went to 
work for BEA as an aircraft cleaner.  
Later he moved to Winchester, had 
a difficult and dangerous job in a 
foundry, and eventually joined IBM 
where he worked for 33 year as an 
Associate Engineer.  He did well 
for someone who had been told 
he was not clever enough to be a 
telegraphist!

In 1986 Bob suffered a serious 
heart attack and in 1988 retired to 
live in Trefleur Close.  Bob loved 
walking and until he became ill 
was a familiar figure walking round 
the village with his beloved dog 
Jethro.

To Bob, the most important 
thing of all was his family, his 
wife Ann, his son, three daughters, 
his 7 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild, who all have many 
happy memories of life with Bob. 
They will greatly miss his loving 
and caring.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES:

that guides you through making 
an inventory of your property, 
available for anyone who wants it! 
MyHomeInventory includes a CD 
and all instructions for accurately 
working out the level of insurance you 
require. Thanks to Secure Inventories 
of Monmouth for their generosity. 
Please contact me at The Rectory if 
you would like a pack.
St.George’s Day Quiz Night. 23rd 
April 7.30pm at Otterham & St.Juliot 
Hall.
30th April:-Coffee morning at 
Churchtown Farm, Trevalga. From 
10.30am.
28th May Plant sale & mini-fete.
at Otterham & St.Juliot Hall

The funeral of Robert Blackwell 
took place in Padstow on Thursday 
13th January. 

He returned to the place where 
he was born which was why he 
was affectionately known by his 
neighbours as “Padstow Bob”.

Bob spent his childhood in 
Padstow and attended the local 
school where he left school at 14 
to work for the Post Office.  His 
ambition was to be a telegraphist, 
but when told he was not 
sufficiently clever to train as such, 
he decided to join the Royal Navy 
as a cook/steward.  In those days 
the Navy required telegraphists, so 
Bob realised his ambition to do the 
job he had always wanted.  He was 
sent to Singapore, where he spent 
three years, and it was during that 
time that he found a pen pal by the 
name of Ann who lived in Fulham, 
London.

While on leave at his home in 
Padstow he learnt that the Hobby 

Robert 
Blackwell 
1931 – 2005.

photo shows Bob 
arriving at his surprise 
70th birthday party
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The communities of Boscastle and 
Trevalga were shocked and deeply 
saddened to hear of the sudden death 
of Nick Fillery aged thirty eight 
years.

A familiar and friendly face around 
both villages, Nick was well known 
by many people. Tall, dark and 
handsome, a ‘Gentle Giant’ figure 
in his nature and in his charm. He 
will be fondly remembered. Several 
people have paintings, signs, notices 
painted by Nick. Some would have 
seen him delivering newspapers 
around the villages.

A large number of people attended 
the funeral service at Trevalga church 
on Wed 9th February. The tiny Church 
was filled to overflowing and over 
sixty people remained outside in the 
rain throughout the service. Inside 
some had to sit on the stone floor of 
the aisle and some crammed into the 
bell tower. 

Nick was born in Hammersmith 
Hospital .When he was two he was 
adopted into the loving home of 
David and Doreen Fillery. Nick also 
had an adopted sister Jeannette.

Jeannette recalls, “I always 
remember first meeting my curly 
haired brother for the first time, I was 
shy and scared and it was Nick who 
made me feel safe enough to come out 
from where I was hiding....behind the 
bed!” They became very close and had 
great fun whilst growing up together. 
She also remembers his passion for 

recycling, always using the recycling 
facilities provided and encouraging his 
friends to be less wasteful in their daily 
lives.

During the service Rev Christine  
Musser read an affectionate account 
by Nick’s old school friend Richard 
Williams. He recalled first meeting 
Nick at Westwood County Infant 
School in Hadleigh Essex when they 
were four years old. Richard went 
on to describe their friendship and 
schooldays. This  is a  summary of 
some of those memories: “Living just 
around the corner from each other, we 
would often play in each other’s houses, 
having the time of our lives. Nick lived 
at 22 Commonhall Lane, Hadleigh - 
an address I will never forget. It was 
a wonderful place, large, imposing and 
with lots of rooms to explore, perfect 
for hide and seek and other exciting 
games. Every time I went there it was 
like a big adventure and if I was lucky 
Doreen would invite me to stay for tea. 
That was always something to look 
forward to as Doreen’s cooking was 
second to none.

“After our time at Westwood Infant 
School, we went to Westwood Junior 
and it was here that Nick’s football 
skills were noticed. Everyone wanted 
him on their side. He also had piano 
lessons to nurture his love of music. 
When we left this school we went to 
Deane’s Secondary School and it was 
here that Nick’s love of art developed.

“Nick then went on to study Art at 
Southend Technical College. It was 
after this that the family moved to 
Forrabury House, Boscastle” Richard 
went on to say that a favourite song 
of theirs was ‘A man of great promise’ 
by Paul Weller and that, for him, said 
everything about Nick.

Other tributes were read out from 
Toby and Jess Fröhlick; Andrew Leeds 
and Nick’s friend Roger also spoke of 
their appreciation of Nick’s friendship 
and of his wacky ideas over the years. 
Nick will be remembered by all who 
knew him as kind, unassuming and 
very caring, he was generous with his 
time for anyone in need and always 
helpful.

Nick leaves a son Danny, aged 
nine. Dan seems to have his Father’s 
talent on the football field and was 
nominated ‘Most Promising Player’ 
by the Plymouth Argyll talent spotters 
last year.....but after all, he had a good 
trainer. Nick was, of course, very proud 
of Dan.

There were family and friends’ floral 
tributes and collections for Boscastle 
F.C and The British Heart Foundation.

A poem for Nick:
Simple Beauty by Jess Fröhlick
The smile from a stranger
 made you happy
A song from the past
 you were content
A simple meal
 you would be Thankful
A plan for the future
 your bright future
A song from a bird
 you would listen
 and want to sample it
The hug from a child made you cry 
 silently with happiness
Beauty to you was simple

Nick Fillery 1967 - 2005

At The Old Mill
01840 250223

Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts

Coffee  +  Light  +  Teas
Lunches

MILLER’S PANTRY
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The Napoleon Inn
Ron and Sharon welcome you to

How About Dinner at Boney’s Bistro
Open evenings, waitress service, best to book

Boscastle’s Oldest Pub
♦ Excellent Bar Food, Lunch & Evening ♦

♦ Fresh Cornish Produce Always ♦
♦ Real Ales from the Barrel ♦

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 
WITH SPECIAL DRINKS PROMOTIONS

How much training do Responders 
get?

All Community First Responders 
receive training over four days and 
are then assessed by an independent 
examiner. If successful, the 
responder will spend some shifts 
with Ambulance crews to consolidate 
their knowledge.

Every month the members meet 
and are able to discuss any training 
needs that have been identified, they 
are able to arrange training as a group 
or on an individual basis.

Every three months, each member 
of the group has to re-qualify so their 
skills are constantly up to date and 
refreshed.

How can I become a Community 
First Responder

If you are over 18 years of age 
with a clean driving licence and a 
sympathetic and caring approach 
to people, physically fit and able to 
work as part of a team, we would like 
to hear from you.

Please contact :-  The Responder 
manager  01872 262182

Or contact any of the Boscastle 
team.

•   Early Defibrillation
•   Early Advanced Life Support

When the first three links of the 
‘Chain of Survival’ are put into 
practice by a Community First 
Responder, it has been shown 
that the survival rate following 
an out of hospital cardiac arrest 
can be improved to between  
25% to 40%.

The Community First Responders 
are not a replacement for the 
Ambulance Service but do provide 
a valuable extra resource for the 
Boscastle area.

Who pays for the scheme?

The team members are all 
volunteers and use their own 
vehicles to respond in. They are 
unpaid and do not receive any 
expenses.

The equipment costs £3,500 and 
each group is encouraged to do some 
fund raising. Any monies raised 
go into a central fund to provide 
equipment and training for the next 
village responder scheme and also 
to provide replacement equipment 
and training for the schemes already 
in existence.

What is the Boscastle Community 
First Responder Scheme?

The Boscastle Community First 
Responder scheme is made up of 
volunteers who live in and around 
Boscastle. They have all been trained 
by Westcountry Ambulance Service 
NHS Trust in Basic Life Support, 
Defibrillation and the care of critically 
ill or unconscious patients.

They will be called by Ambulance 
Control to attend Emergency 
calls in the Boscastle area which  
are potentially life-threatening. They 
will provide the appropriate treatment 
for that patient until the arrival of an 
Ambulance, Rapid Response Car or 
Helicopter

Why do we need Community First 
Responders?

Dr. Richard Cummings of Seattle, 
USA, discovered that if a series of 
events took place in a set sequence, 
a patient suffering a cardiac arrest 
following a Heart Attack stood a 
much greater chance of survival.

These events are known as the 
‘Chain of survival’

•   Early Access 
•   Early Basic Life

Support

BOSCASTLE COMMUNITY
FIRST RESPONDERS

Gill & Sons
Carpentry & Joinery

Contractors

Over 20 years experience

Full City and Guilds accreditation

BA Hons Design

07789 93 00 61
01840 261 582

a family run business
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John writes:
Just a couple of days till we leave 

Boscastle and head off into the 
wide blue yonder. At midday on 
Wednesday 16th Feb, two cars from 
Boscastle will leave the main car park 
to take part in this year’s Plymouth-
Dakar Challenge. We prefer to think 
of it at Boscastle to Banjul, as that 
is our start and finish! Colin Bond 
and Richard Rigby Jones are taking 
a Mercedes saloon with a team name 
Boscastle Breakdown, (Richard will 
make sure they don’t) Cheryl and 
myself are taking a Kia Ceres pick up 
with the team name Boscastlebusker. 
Cheryl has decided that Richard is 
her New Best Friend!

We would like to thank all of you 
for the wonderful support you have 
shown us. Our fundraising evening 
at the Hall before Christmas really 
made us feel our endeavours were 
worthwhile, as everybody was so 
encouraging and had faith in what we 
were trying to do! Raising sponsorship 
for anything other than the Boscastle 
flood and then the Asian Tsunami 
has been difficult but the generosity 
of Boscastle and Cornwall knows no 
bounds.

We would like to clarify one 
misconception. One newspaper article 
and a well meaning friend trying to 

We will be videoing our part in the 
challenge and hope to show it in the 
Village Hall if, I mean when, we get 
back! More detail can be found at 
www.boscastlebusker.com and www.
plymouth-dakar.co.uk 

For those without internet access, here 
are extracts from Cheryl’s messages that 
Marcus has posted on John’s website: 

22 Feb 2005:
Hi all

On the way to Marrakesh. Took 
scenic route from Tangier and are 
staying in hotel in Asnay.

Camped last night it was freezing 
and chickened out of camping tonight 

collect on our behalf, have given 
some people the impression that our 
fund raising has been partly to fund 
our trip. All monies raised have been 
for Mount Edgcumbe Hospice. A few 
close friends have insisted on helping 
with the considerable expenses 
involved in such a trip. All medical and 
educational items donated, including 
the car will directly benefit Gambian 
hospitals, schools and charities. 
Approximate figures to date are over 
£3000 for Mt Edgcumbe, £7000 of 
medical and educational material and 
we expect the car to raise over £2000 
in the auction in Banjul.

Boscastle-Banjul: departure day photo thanks to Marcus
John, Cheryl, Richard and Colin have hopefully arrived in Banjul (or even home again) by the time you read this.

Boscastle-Banjul
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as there is snow on the ground and 
more snow is promised overnight. 
By day it is bright and sunny and our 
feet are nearly warm in our somewhat 
draughty van. . . . 12 volt Hairdrier 
using cigarette lighter works a treat 
on freezing mornings, keeping the 
ice off the windscreen¨thanks to 
County Leisure of St Agnes: as does 
six layers of clothing plus hat and 
gloves preventing hypothermia in 
ourselves. However the day does 
warm up and we will think of these 
times when in the Sahara. 

Good crossing to Tangiers and 
have got together with four other 
cars in a tight little convoy, including 
Bosastlebreakdown of course and 
Kiwis, Dugbusters, Chess Club 
Chasers. Lovely crew and great 
fun:

Vehicle going well, touch wood but 
have had a few hiccups. Intermittent 
bad contact on earth causing starting 
probs; exhaust flange came apart 
today but a roadside repair in a tiny 
village fixed that and entertained 
all the kids for half an hour while 
waiting for school bus.

Tomorrow setting off at crack of 
dawn for Marrakesh, Our slow top 
speed holds up the convoy but they 
are happy to dally somewhat in the 
hopes that we will give them a tow 
in the desert.

Had a job with border at Tangiers 
as they wanted to know about 
every sticker on the vehicle and its 
relevance. Group has now christened 
us the Dodo thanks to Flying Dodo 
logos and our obvious lack of wings: 
hope all well with all in Blighty 

24 Feb 2005

Great night in Marrakesh last night, 
amazing city- so lively and vibrant.

We were going to have a short day 
today but it was raining so thought 
we would continue south, Now at 
Tantan and have just sat outside cafe 
looking at the moon eating mutton 
tagines and drinking mint tea.

Richard Rigby-Jones and Colin 
Bond are sticking with us and us with 
them, I said Richard would be our 
new best friend with his mechanicing 
skills and he has been a real star!

The exhaust is really blowing and 
we sound even more like a tractor, 
the look on peoples faces is amazing 
as we roar past shepherds in the 
most remote of places over the Atlas 
mountains all wave and grin from ear 
to ear.... hoping to get to Layouane 
tomorow and find a garage where 
they can fix it, they really can make 
something out of nothing and we are 
feeling confident.

The real hard graft begins shortly.
The mountain passes are really hairy 
and John tanks along like a good un 
having developed the Moroccan style 
of driving, its incredible the way they 
overtake. Mind you, we did see a taxi 
being hauled up the mountain side 
having slightly misjudged something 
somewhere!

26 Feb 2005

Long drive yesterday from Tantan 
to Laayoune - 600 kms on some very 
difficult roads but were able to actually 
shed some of our extra clothing at 
last, though still pretty draughty in 
the old Dodo! Didnt fancy official 
campsite in Laayoune so drove on 
another 20km to an isolated beach 

and camped wild with Richard and 
Colin and the Kiwis and ChessClub 
Chasers - great bunch of people and 
looking forward to doing the whole 
thing with them. We lit a fire on the 
beach and sat around having a few 
drinks and a natter when we were 
aware that a vehicle was approaching 
and it was the police - thought we 
were about to be ticked off and 
moved on but they just stopped for 
a chat and asked if everything was 
ok- cant imagine that happening in 
England! Beautiful night- shooting 
stars and an enormous moon that lit 
up all around.

Set off today for Dakhla- tedious 
scenery as it was never ending 
hammada - stony desert and very 
straight roads following the Skeleton 
coast, lots of police and customs 
checks but everyone very polite and 
welcoming- we just smile a lot and 
our French is coming on a treat.

28 Feb 2005

Another long day driving through 
endless hamada relieved by 
stunning views of the sea - camped 
on wild and isolated beach with our 
gang which now includes two Dutch 
teams - getting quite international 
with Boscastle, Crediton, New 
Zealand and Holland and we are 
determined that our six teams will 
stick together.

Had a great night round campfire 
and three locals turned up with a big 
fish which they cooked for us and 
stayed for supper. Entertained us 
with traditional songs and rhythmic 
handclapping, bit bemused when 
John sang a couple which were 
thoroughly enjoyed by our gang.

Did the final leg into Mauritania 
today - took a while to get through 
customs but several euros and 
pens later we were through without 
being searched so we still have our 
Skinners beer to celebrate in the 
desert - cheers Skinners! Took a 
wrong turn 200 yards into Mauri and 
one car that shall remain nameless 
(not the Dodo) got completely stuck 
in the sand - this was through the 
minefield bit, but all hands to the 
digging, jacking, sand laddering 
and pushing saved the day. Staying 
in campsite at Nouadibou where 
they cooked a great meal for us of 
freshly caught grouper and deep 
fried chicken for the non fish eaters 
served and cooked by beautiful 
statuesque Senegalese Ladies, wish 
I’d managed to brush my hair - Can’t 
compete really!

Have hired a guide who is travelling 
in car of Dutch couple (Kirsten and 

BOS - BANJUL FROM THE FIELD CONT

The Bottreaux Restaurant Boscastle
One of Cornwall’s finest restaurants

1 AA rosette
2003 & 2004 Cornwall Tourism Awards 

Restaurant of the Year - Highly Commended
2004 Taste of the West Finalist

Sample Menu 
Pan seared Bude scallops on a bed of carrot puree with Sauternes butter

Warm salad of Boscastle red ruby with Trevalga potato crisps and Dijonnaise dressing
Fillet of wild Cornish sea bass with champagne and roast scallop sauce

Rack of Cornish lamb with garden mint jelly, sautéed root vegetables and red wine jus
Caramelised vanilla panna cotta with a compote of garden fruits

Tarte aux pommes with butterscotch sauce and clotted cream ice cream
2 courses £21      3 courses £25

Relax before dinner in our comfortable fully licensed slate 
floored 16th century bar. Rooms available in our highly rated 

hotel from £32.50 per person per night B&B

Tel. 01840 250 231
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Tom) - other Dutch car is currently 
having new brake pipes fitted by its 
owners using torchlight, They drove 
the thirty miles from the border on 
handbrake only and had a pretty 
hairy drive through Nouadibou, they 
were in good company as most of 
the cars look like they have come 
straight off the scrapyard and don't 
even have number plates, The 
guide through the desert is called 
Ahmed and will spend the next 
three days and nights with us so 
shouldn’t go too wrong! Obviously 
we will have no contact until we 
reach Nouacachott and have loaded 
up with water and diesel to get us 
there. The Dodo is carrying extra 
jerry cans for other teams so has 
become a real workhorse with a 
payload of nearly a ton, She’s the 
heroine of everybody! Passed 5000 
kilometre mark yesterday, bit more 
to go but it really feels like we are 
getting there now!!

3 March

Had a pretty busy few days! Am 
really tired and we are staying in 
a real hotel with proper toilets and 
beds- these things have suddenly 
become a real luxur, had a bath 
when we arrived and I have never 
seen a ring round the tub quite like 
it! It is so good to feel clean again? 

We set off into the desert later 
than intended as the Dutch Citroen 
was still causing great problems, 
Suspension was almost gone and still 
had great brake problems, and then 
they had a flat tyre. All this before 
we left the campsite in Dakhla, we 

didn’t sleep to well as the muezzin 
chimed in with the morning call to 
prayers (very loudly and longly) 
until 7am when it was time to get up 
anyway. Give me Boscastle church 
bells any time!

Kirsten and Tom had a long day 
driving and then camped next to a 
dune. I thought this funny when I 
read we would be doing this in our 
original notes as i thought the desert 
was full of dunes, The desert itself 
was miles of flatness and then we 
saw the dune in the distance and it 
took us an hour to reach it, All the 
cars, except Chess Clubchasers and  
of course, the Dodo got stuck, but 
we got them out and had a great 
evening totally in the middle of 
nowhere beneath the stars- we had 
crossed the Tropic of Cancer.

Set off next day and had a good 
days driving - Poor Citroen BX had a 
really hard time- or rather Peter and 
Jan did. Imagine riding along great 
bumps with no suspension or brakes 
but they did it until the last bit when 
we towed them to where we were 
camping, Ahmed has really taken to 
the two ladies and commands us to 
sit with him and drink tea that he 
produces seemingly out of nothing; 
we set up camp near the beach 
and some of us went for a swim- it 
was great and warmer than the sea 
ever gets in the height of summer 
back home; Dutch lads worked on 
the citroen and jamming a piece of 
wood in somewhere seemingly did 
the trick - great technology! 

Richard has been very unwell in the 
night and morning. The last thing he 
needed was to set off in baking sun 
for a long drive over rough terrain 

but we have to keep going. Today 
was supposed to be the beach bit 
and you have to hit the tide just 
right. We all roared over the beach 
onto the firmer sand but Dodo had 
problems - we had felt the engine 
had been missing a bit the previous 
day. All cars set off and shot off into 
the distance but the Dodo was losing 
more and more power and waves 
were creeping up so John was forced 
to make the decision to turn back. I 
clutched Chris and Brett's good luck 
keyring with fingers tightly crossed. 
We had visions of having to abandon 
her and I was wondering what was 
really vital should we be forced to 
evacuate. We crawled up the beach 
spluttering and were immediately 
surrounded by hordes of begging 
children from the fishing shanty 
nearby. A couple of men came over to 
add to the begging and we explained 
that the engine was failing and we 
needed to find the rough track back 
to the more major track that lead to 
the main road to Noucachott. They 
leapt on the running board and 
clung on over massive bumps and 
showed us the way. Whew! We then 
crawled along to Nouack - 100 kms 
with a top speed of about 29 mph, 
John suspected it was the last lot of 
diesel or gasoil as they call it.

We had no contact with the rest 
of group and only had to hope they 
would realise this was what we had 
done. Ahmed leapt into the driving 
seat of Rich and Colin’s Merc along 
with Dom and Tom and they tore 
back along the beach. Having to first 
check on the Kiwi boys that were 
having probs; Caught up with us at 
police check having left the others 
back at base in case we turned up 

BOSCASTLE- BANJUL NEWS FROM 
THE FEILD CONTINUED

OFFICES AT:

CAMELFORD, 6 MARKET PLACE     01840 212121
TINTAGEL ,FORE STREET     01840 770825

Contact Parkway Estate Agents for a Free Market Appraisal

●    ESTATE AGENTS
●    INSURANCE 
●    SURVEYING & ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING
●    PERMANANT TENANCY LETTING
●    MORTGAGE AND INVESTMEMT
●    STROUD & SWINDON BUILDING SOCIETY
●    BUSINESS TRANSFER

PARKWAY
ESTATE AGENTS, BUSINESS TRANSFES, SURVEYORS & VALUERS

www.parkwaycornwall.co.uk

Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250 108

Fresh locally produced meats
Fresh bread daily

Wide range of groceries
Fresh fruit and vegetables

Off Licence

Opening hours
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 10am-2pm

Support your local shop

Bottreaux Filling Station
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The Rock Shop
5, Bridge Walk

Tel: 01840 250527
We would like to thank all the people of  
Boscastle and surrounding areas for the 

help, love and support you have given to us.
Your show of  concern greatly lifted our,  

at times, flagging spirits.
We hope to be open for the Easter period 

and look forward to seeing everyone 
 once again.

Russell & Yvonne Gaskell

Complete a programme of improvements 
within the harbour before Easter including:

• Rebuilding some of the gaps in river 
walls and then remove excess stone 
to storage

• Slope the river banks to the tops of 
the walls, add soil and grass seed

• Restoring the slipway by Youth 
Hostel though infilling and putting a 
temporary surfacing on the road.

The National Trust has a major interest in 
and around Boscastle owning over 300 acres 
of land including the harbour, river, access 
roads, bridge, several buildings and parts of the 
Valency Valley.
Progress since December newsletter:

• Worked with the Environment Agency 
on interpreting the preliminary results 
of their survey within the harbour

• Presented part of the exhibition at 
the Community Centre on 28 and 29 
January

• Carried out 6 monthly assessment of 
tree debris on National Trust land in 
Valency Valley with the Environment 
Agency.  Removed potential ‘mobile’ 
debris, staked piles with willow and 
roped two piles together.

• Supplied stone recovered from harbour 
to two more properties

• Replaced stepping stones in the 
Valency Valley with slate boulders

Planned Works: To contact the National Trust:
Phone: Jeff Cherrington, Assistant 
Property Manager: 01288 331372 or 
07976 839855
Ian Kemp, Property Manager: 
01208 863046
National Trust Shop, Boscastle: 
01840 250353 (with ansaphone)
Andrew Davey, Area Manager: 
01208 74281
Email: boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk 

THE NATIONAL TRUST

Valency
Taxis

Tel: Boscastle 250749
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 066 658

Distance No Problem

Airports & Stations

there, Richard squeezed in with us 
looking like death warmed up and we 
got to hotel where he immediately 
crashed out and slept; John then set 
to in the hotel car park and drained 
the fuel tank which took ages as the 
filthy black diesel poured out - a real 
duff lot.

Tomorrow we set off for Senegal 
and will cross the border at Diama. 
Don’t think we will do it in a day so 
will camp en route - it is the most 
difficult border crossing and can take 
up to six hours.

Colin and Peter are chief 
photographers but the Video has 
been a bit of a no-no. The Dodo is like 
a bucking bronco in the desert and 
we have had too much on our minds 
to set up videoing. Hope to get some 
footage in Banjul.

• Work on our buildings: By April, 
Harbour View will be completed 
and the doors and windows will 
be replaced on Bottreaux Court.  
We will be agreeing work with 
the Youth Hostel Association 
to include improved access for 
disabled users.

• The National Trust shop will 
open on 23 March and we 
are planning to have a staffed 
information point nearby to 
assist with enquiries through the 
season.  

• Supply stone recovered 
from harbour to three more 
neighbouring properties. 

• The remaining stone in the 
harbour itself will be reprofiled 
to make the harbour navigable 
when permission under the 
Coastal Protection Act has been 
granted from DEFRA. 
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As I write this the sun 
is shining, and from in-
doors you can really think 
that spring is on the way.  
However, poke your nose 
outside and you soon re-
alise that it may be a little 
while coming!

It is good to see so 
much activity down at 
the lower end of Boscas-
tle though, and see so 
much progress. I know 
how much hard work is 
going in to making things 
as good as possible for 
Easter; if only it was a 
late Easter this year! 
The District Council are 
trying to get the car park 
sorted for the season, 
but it is difficult balanc-
ing the needs of the con-
tractors and the need for 
visitors to be able to park 
safely.

The Health and Safety 
Executive have expressed 
some concerns about this, 
but it will only be a short 
term problem whilst there 
are so many contractors 
around.  I am sure there 
will be a lot of extra peo-
ple coming to Boscastle 
this season, and I would 
like you to know that we 
shall do our best to make 
things as easy as possible.  
The re-surfacing of the 
car park will not be done 
until the autumn, but we 
shall employ a member 
of staff at the car park for 
the season to help people 
park properly, as it seems 
very unlikely that spaces 
will be marked out.  The 
current thinking is that 
coaches will be able to 
use the car park as be-
fore, and it appears that 
quite a lot of companies 
are planning visits to the 
village.

If you need to contact 
me, please ring me on 
230497, the answerphone 
is usually on when I’m 
not around and I will re-
turn your call as soon as 
possible.

Janey Comber

District Cllr Janey Comber

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
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After eighteen years, 
Monday 31st January saw 
the last visit to Boscastle of 
the HSBC mobile bank.

At the outset of its 
operation in April 1988 the 
bank made weekly visits to 
some eighteen or so locations 
throughout north and mid 
Cornwall, that number 
reducing to the thirteen which 
remained on the regularly-
reviewed time-table until the 
end of January.

In the past HSBC have run 
mobile services in Whitby, 
Lincoln, Grantham and 
Northampton, Chipping 
Norton is now their only 
mobile still on active 
service.

Speaking to Stephen 
Pascoe, who has operated 
Cornwall’s mobile for the 
past fifteen years, it was 
apparent that the decision 
to withdraw the service was 
not lightly taken. It was 
inevitable that an increasing 
number of clients would 
explore and use the new 
banking avenues and outlets 
on offer and he confirmed 
that constant monitoring of 
both business and personal 
usage had revealed a 17% 
reduction over the past 
two years - a far cry from 
the days when the stopover 
time for Tintagel visits 
alone had been one and a 
half hours! 

He went on to explain 
that in addition to this 
continuing trend HSBC had 
been forced to take on board 
other serious contributory 
facts. Costings had revealed 
the mobile service had been 
operating at a loss of £90,000 
per annum for some time. 
Both their vehicles were in 
need of updating. Although 
it wasn’t unusual for him 
to personally deal with 
customers in wheelchairs at 
the foot of the mobile’s steps, 
it would hardly comply with 
the forthcoming government 
legislation to provide 
appropriate access for the 
disabled.

Converting the old 
vehicles was not a viable 
proposition as appropriate 
replacements would total 
£500,000. It also has to 
remembered that HSBC is a 

HSBC BANK
BECOMES
IMMOBILE

The HSBC mobile bank on a visit to Tintagel
Steve is second from left, bottom row. 

 photograph courtesy of David Flower 

public limited company with 
an undeniable responsibility 
to its shareholders. The final 
decision was, therefore, 
update or cease operation.

Speaking to me at the 
Wadebridge branch Steve 
said “apart from spending 
some time at the Padstow 
sub office, I will now be 
based here full-time. I’ve 
very much enjoyed my time 
travelling to the various 
mobile venues; it’s been 
a pleasant and interesting 
experience and I will most 
certainly miss meeting all 
those regular customers 
each week, some of whom 
have, over the years, become 
personal friends.

Myrna Lester.

This article was written 
before the news of HSBC’s 
massive annual profit was 
announced.

Myrna Lester reports on the loss of popular service

Boscastle Post Office
BANKING ON YOUR DOORSTEP

If you bank with:
 Barclays
 Lloyds TSB
 Alliance & Leicester
 CO-OP

We provide FREE OF CHARGE
● Cash withdrawals
● Cash and cheque deposit

Plus
● Motor vehicle licensing
● Bunches of flowers by post
● Photocopying and laminating
● Mobile phone top-ups
● Greetings cards and stationery

David and Susan
Tel: 01840 250 259 

2 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE 
01840 250433

Open Soon!
Many Thanks  

to everyone for their 
kind help & support
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Today in the UK approximately 
9.6 million women, some 18% 
of the total population are post 
menopausal and demographic 
trends suggest that the number 
of women over the age of 75 will 
double. Globally the average life 
expectancy of a woman is 65 years, 
in the UK it is 80 years. As a result 
the average woman in the UK can 
expect to live approximately one 
third of her life post menopausal. 
All the more reason to look after 
ourselves!

The menopause happens between 
the ages of 45 and 55 and symptoms 
can vary. The usual ones being hot 
flushes, night sweats and feeling 
emotional, they are caused by 
hormonal changes and vary from 
woman to woman. They may start 
before your periods stop or develop 
several years later.

If symptoms are making you 
uncomfortable or miserable you 
could talk to your GP or practice 
nurse and discuss options for 
treatment. Some women have little 
or no trouble with the menopause, so 
don’t assume it is going to be awful, 
women have different experiences.

●   If you experience night sweats 
try lying on a large towel, use cotton 
night clothes and sheets. Maybe 

approaching and living through 
the menopause offering advice 
and support.

Having spent a lovely weekend 
with my family which included 
my niece who is 13 who is 
discovering her hormones and my 
sister who is 53 and losing hers the 
subject seemed an appropriate one 
to discuss! 

The menopause is the name 
given to the stage of life when 
monthly periods end, for some 
women it’s a depressing prospect 
marking the end of their ‘youth’ 
with the loss of fertility, for others 
it is a welcome relief, an end to 
monthly periods and the need for 
contraception.

Having just joined 
the team at Boscastle 
and Tintagel Surgery, 
it is in fear and 
trepidation that I am 
writing my first article 
for the Boscastle 
Blowhole.

For two years I 
have been privileged 
in helping women 

Medical
Matters

have a fan and cold water by the bed. 
Wear layers of clothing in the day 
that you can take on and off.

●   Eat a healthy and balanced diet.

●   Avoid smoking as it may make 
the menopause start earlier and also 
increases the risk of osteoporosis and 
heart disease.

●   Stay active – regular physical 
activity can help you feel better.

●   Hormone Replacement Therapy 
– it can bring significant relief to 
menopausal symptoms and can be 
taken in a variety of ways – creams, 
patches, tablets and sprays to name a 
few.

●   Alternative therapies – some 
women find these helpful such as 
aromatherapy, massage, eating certain 
foods, there is even a menopause 
cake!

There are many options available 
to women who are experiencing 
symptoms of the menopause, 
treatment varies from woman to 
woman and we all have different 
experiences. Please ask your doctor 
or nurse about treatments available 
and enter a new stage of your life 
with as little discomfort as possible 
looking forward to many good years 
post menopause.

Marion Willetts, Practice Nurse

John & Denise Tillinghast
Valency, Penally Hill, Boscastle, 

Cornwall, PL35 0HF
01840 250397

tillinghast@ndirect.co.uk

Quality accommodation in an excellent location between 
the foot of the wooded Valency Valley and Boscastle Harbour.

B&B en suite and Self-catering annexe.
Two rooms currently operational.
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers
Boscastle Post Office

Tel: 01840 250259
 Monday  8.30 - 1.00 2.00 - 5.00
 Tuesday 9.00 - 1.00 2.00 - 5.00
 Wednesday 9.00 - 1.00 2.00 - 5.00
 Thursday 9.00 - 1.00 2.00 - 5.00
 Friday  9.00 - 12.30 Closed
 Saturday 9.00 - 12.00 Closed

Cash machine during business hours for 
Alliance & Leicester and Barclays

Cheques cashable for Alliance & Leicester 
Lloyds TSB, Co-op and Barclays

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Mobile Library
Tel:  01208 812202

Calls on alternate Thursdays

Wellington Hotel:                 11.35 – 12.00
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:   12.05 – 12.30

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place

Tel:  01840 212409

 Monday  Closed all day
 Tuesday 10.00 - 5.00
 Wednesday Closed all day
 Thursday 10.00 - 5.00
 Friday  10.00 - 4.00
 Saturday 09.30 - 12.30
 Sunday Closed all day

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
 Monday to Friday   8.30 - 4.15
 Saturday  8.30 - 12.00
 Sunday  Closed all day

Emergency Services:   Coastguard, 
Fire, Police, Ambulance:               Dial 999

Police Station: 
For non-urgent issues: eg to report a crime 
or  criminal damage, to request police 
advice or attendence, to enquire about lost 
property, to be connected to a police sta-
tion, service or department: 08452 777 444

Harbourmaster:        01840 250453 

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours 
emergency doctor:       01840 250209

NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):  
     0845 4647

Hospitals:  (with *Minor Injuries Units)
*Bodmin - East Cornwall      01208 251555
*Launceston General       01566 765650
*Stratton         01288 287700
 Truro -Treliske        01872 250000
 Plymouth - Derriford       01752 777111

Dental Helpline:        0800 371192

RSPCA:           08705 555999

Boscastle Visitor Centre:       01840 250010

Local Churches: C of E          01840 250359
         Methodist     01840 770274
         Catholic        01840 770663

Parish Council:
 website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
 clerk:           01840 250440
 email clerk:     formin.parish@virgin.net

Boscastle Village Hall: 
 Bookings:         01840 250558 
 Pay phone:        01840 250171

Boscastle Community & Recreation Centre:
 Bookings:        01840 250627

Cornwall County Council:
 Switchboard:        01872 322000
 Bottle Banks:        01872 323913
 website:         www.cornwall.gov.uk

North Cornwall District Council:
 Main Switchboard       01208 893333
 website                      www.ncdc.gov.uk
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vessel and cargo were not insured 
but fortunately, her crew of three, 
including her master, Joe Sharrock, 
were all rescued. Joe Sharrock was 
the brother of John Pascoe Sharrock, 
a coastguard officer, who, on leaving 
the coastguard service opened a 
general store in Fore Street. So 
quickly did the vessel go to pieces 
there was no time to save anything 
and in launching the boat the ship’s 
boy got jammed and broke one of 
his legs and was brought to shore in 
the hobbling boat.

In 1871/72 William Sloggatt 
Hawker paid dues of £44 10s 4½d. 

shipowner & merchant, Jabez Brown

Amongst the more well known 
importers was the shipowner and 
merchant, Jabez Brown, who 
leased premises at Bridge. His 
main store was on the large area 
of what is now River Walk and 
included Riverside. He also leased 
a coal store between Valency Row 
and Bridge. In December 1871 he 
imported 171 tons of coal in the 
smacks Charlotte, Botreauxcastle 
and the Thomas and Joseph. 
Smacks were cargo carriers with 
wide beamed hulls built to carry 
as much cargo as possible. In 
addition to coal Jabez Brown also 
imported general goods in various 
ships including the smacks Affo, 
Stuckley, Botreauxcastle, Rora, 
Olive, Charlotte and Ant.

Botreauxcastle wrecked

The Botreauxcastle was built in 
1844 at Padstow. She had various 
owners including Rosevear, Dyer, 
Francis Dingle and at this time 
Jabez Brown. On 26th December 
1879 she was wrecked at the 
harbour mouth whilst bringing in 
a cargo of coal. Although in the lee 
of the cliffs, she was in a southerly 
force 9 wind.   She missed stays  and 
drifted onto rocks under Willapark 
and became a total wreck. The 

Boscastle Harbour in the 
1870`s

A record of the Boscastle Quay 
Dues has recently come to light as 
a result of County Archaeologist, 
Graeme Kirkham’s, work 
following the August 2004 flood.

These Quay Dues books show 
all the ships that came in and out 
of Boscastle in 1871 and 1872, 
the cargoes they carried and 
the names of the importers and 
exporters. Each load was charged 
a Quay Due which went to the 
Manor to help with the upkeep of 
the harbour.

The manor kept a list of the 
common items being shipped in 
and out of the harbour together 
with a set fee or due for each item. 
For example coal, culm (a type of 

Boscastle Harbour Dues in the 1870’s

ships in Boscastle Harbour

by Anne Knight

anthracite) or coke was charged 
at 1s 6d per ton, copper ore at 1/- 
per ton, cider at  1s 3d per ton and 
ovens at 1/- each.

Slate, in various grades and 
sizes, was being exported from 
local quarries like Growa and 
Bowithick. Slate scantle and 
hollanstones for roofing cost 
the exporter 6d per thousand 
for the smaller scantles and 4s 
2d per hundred for the larger 
hollanstones. Flooring slate cost 
4½ d per 100ft to export. 100ft 
was equal to a ton weight.

sketch of a trading smack



Spring 2005   Boscastle Blowhole     Page 27

This merchant gentleman lived 
at Penally House and had his 
warehouse at what is now the 
Cobweb Inn. Like Jabez Brown, 
he was a coal importer but also 
imported iron, salt (both best 
salt and manure salt) timber, fire 
bricks, general goods and ovens 
as well as importing and exporting 
scrap iron.

one ton of soap
I don’t know what it says 

about the local residents, but on 
21st January 1872 Jabez Brown 
imported 10 Kilderskins (1 ton) 
of beer in the Botreauxcastle and 
on 12th June one ton of soap in the 
Charlotte, which also carried one 
ton of treacle for Martin Wivell, a 
shop keeper in Top Town. The 
schooner  Castle Baynard came 
in on the 30th July with 84 tons of 
coal and 1½ tons of lard and on 1st 
August the Georgiana brought in 
2 tons of soap, just six weeks after 
the previous delivery of 1 ton.

These little ships plied a very 
dangerous area of coastline and 
it is a credit to the skill of their 
crews that they negotiated their 
routes for the large part in safety. 
Once they arrived off Boscastle 

Affo described as ‘leakey’
The Affo was a regular visitor 

to Boscastle. She was built in 1826 
at Padstow by John Tredwen and 
earned her keep carrying coal and 
supplies to often remote beaches. 
Her chequered history showed her 
as wrecked on 15th August 1829, 
driven ashore at Boscastle on 
31st October 1837 during a heavy 
north-westerly gale having parted 
from her moorings in consequence 
of a vessel driving across her 
cables. Again she was damaged at 
Boscastle in 1872. She came into 
the harbour on 20th April 1872. 
The Quay Dues describe her as 
‘leakey’. Three days later she 
left harbour empty having been 

repaired yet again but her time was 
running out and a year later she was 
scrapped and broken up.

At this time most vessels did not 
sail empty. If they had no cargo they 
picked up ballast either from the 
beach or from what the Quay Dues 
record describes as Gilley Head. If 
anyone knows where Gilley Head is 
or was I would love to know.

The total annual income from the 
harbour dues in the twelve months 
from December 1871 to November 
1872 was £170 8s 4d. A total of 
29 different vessels had visited the 
harbour in a total of 222 separate trips 
for 21 different import/exporters.

they had to pass 
Meachard Rock 
and negotiate the 
dogleg entrance 
into the harbour, 
coping not only 
with frequent 
heavy swells, 
but also the 
dangerous ground 
sea which made 
it hazardous to 
lie alongside the 
quay.

advertisment for lamp oil

Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Situated in the old, upper 
part of this beautiful harbour 
village, with its spectacular 
coast and countryside

ETB 3 Crown Commended
Tel: 01840 250412

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL

High Street, Boscastle, PL35 0BD

● 9 ensuite Rooms
● Bed and Breakfast
● Coffee & Tea making

 facilities in every room

Harbour Dues continued

Raymond, Taylor, Hayes

DEREK M. WOOD
ACCOUNTANT AND AUDITOR

Accounts Preparation
Auditing

Personal & Company taxation
Book-Keeping, V.A.T.

Cash Flows & Projections

INITIAL DISCUSSION
FREE OF CHARGE

‘Cedars’
Trefleur Close

Boscastle

01840 250015



Page 28    Boscastle Blowhole  Spring 2005

Postie’s Corner

time was over thirty 
years ago in ‘Lanson’, 
after correcting him on 
his pronunciation.  He 
joked with me and said, 
“You must be one of 
those ‘proper’ postmen.”  
Who said he has not got 
a sense of humour?

The Bridge itself 
seems to be shaping up 
even if cones, barriers, 
traffic lights, fluorescent 
green jackets and various 
machinery plant are here, 
there and everywhere.

For the time of year 
we are still very popular 
for day trippers, even if 
they are a pain.  They tell 
me that coach firms are 
taking bookings for trips 

Well I hope you all had 
an enjoyable Christmas and 
are getting back to another 
New Year.  It actually 
seems a hard struggle to 
motivate one’s self after 
a break.  Many thanks for 
your kind gifts, they were 
much appreciated.

After a wet January, 
February is turning out 
rather cold and dry.  All 
those hours of bending 
down planting bulbs are 
beginning to look well 
worth it. As I poodle along 
in my van I don’t feel as 
lonely as a daffodil!

I felt very honoured 
to meet Prince Charles 
and shake his hand again. 
I reminded him the last 

Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
June & Fred Siford

Sunnyside
The Harbour, Boscastle, PL35 0HD

Tel: 01840 250453

to see the devastated area 
for Easter.  They might be 
disappointed, as shops are 
beginning to get back to 
normal.

I wish I could give you 
some good news of our 
awards, but we have been 
told we are both finalists 
but no decision has been 
made and we will be 
informed in March at a 
presentation in London - 
fingers crossed!

On another note in 
future mail boxes will be 
bar coded and read with a 
gun when emptied.  Just 
like your shopping and 
after Easter your postie 
will be starting up to 
45 minutes later due to 
volume of mail arriving 
later than before.  I wish 
we still had the train.  It’s 
obvious that it was quicker 
to sort while on the move, 
not waiting for everything 
to get to Plymouth and 
then sort it.

Bear in mind that if you 
need a letter to be delivered 
before a specified time 
you can pay for a special 

delivery, to be delivered 
at either 9.00am, 12.00 or 
1.00pm.

Please also bear in 
mind that like your car, 
your postie also needs 
antifreeze! It’s called 
coffee!!!

Best wishes for 2005
  Postie Tracey.

Footnote:
We have just heard that 

Boscastle Posties, Karen 
Cowling and Tracey Smith 
have both won Royal Mail 
Postperson of the year 
awards for the South West 
Region. They now will go 
to London on Monday 21st 
March to collect their prize 
and to be judged for the 
National Finals. They would 
like to thank everyone who 
nominated them and Tracey 
adds that he hopes that their 
stand-ins on the 21st work 
hard whilst they are both 
living it up in London!

The Blowhole team 
congratulate them 
both and wish them 
good luck for the finals 
- in our eyes both are 
winners.

CORNISH STORES
THE VILLAGE SHOP

Open daily all year round
For all your Grocery 

and every day essentials
Wholesale / Retail Fruit and Vegetables 

available to the catering trade

Why not give us a ring to discuss 
your catering needs?

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE - 01840 250344



Spring 2005   Boscastle Blowhole     Page 29

Alas, due to the harbour 
still being closed for boats, 
there is ‘no news’!

June’s bantams have 
finally returned home to 
Sunnyside They have been 
in the RSPCA depot in St 
Columb since being rescued 
from the flood. Dylan the 
cockatiel, together with the 
other birds from the aviary 
have been given to the 
RSPCA to sell. The birds 
were lucky to have survived 
the flood, all were clinging 
to the top perch, which 
luckily remained below the 
level of the water.

There are plans to start up 
a Cornish Pilot Gig Rowing 
Team in Boscastle & 
Crackington.Cornish pilot 
gig rowing is a traditional 
sport that has grown in 
popularity over the last 10 
years. Gig rowing is great 
fun, it is hard work but is 
good for your fitness. Races 
take place throughout 
the summer all around 
Cornwall and each May 
the World Championships 
are held in the Scillies.

 For the past two years 
a group from Crackington 
have been rowing at 
Port Isaac and Bude, and 
they think it is time that 
Boscastle & Crackington 
have their own gig. Chris 
Ingram and Pete Feehan 
from Crackington Haven 
have previously rowed 
for Port Isaac and Bude. 
They hope to borrow a 
gig from another Cornish 
club in order to get started 
this season.To fund a new 
gig, plus oars, a trailer, 
launching trolley and all 
safety equipment will 
cost £25,000; £7,000 has 

already been pledged 
towards the project. 

The new club will need 
12 men and women to form 
crews as well as volunteers 
to help with administration, 
publicity and general 
running of the club

If you are keen to find out 
more about this exciting 
activity, ring Chris Ingram 
on 01840 230097 or Pete 
Feehan on 07977 072481.

Harbourmaster’s News

Sure Start  i s  a  
Government initiated 
organisation aiming 
to promote help for 
young children and their 
families. As such, they 
had hoped to find land 
within Boscastle and to 
provide funding to build  
a new, purpose built, 
building. Unfortunately, 
a suitable site was not 
found.

It was felt to be very 
important to keep the 
pre-school playgroup 
within the village, and 
so, after consultation, 
it was decided that it 
might be possible to 
improve the existing 
facilities at the Village 
Hall.

Storage of all the 
equipment needed to 
run a playgroup has 
always been a problem, 
so Sure Start have 
now proposed that an 
extension be built on 
the car park side of 
the Village Hall which 
would provide the 

storage space required.  
A small office would 
also be incorporated 
into the existing storage 
cupboard.

While these plans have 
in principal been agreed 

Hopefully this is not the final location 

of the new harbour toilets . . . 

by the Trustees of the 
Village Hall, and all 
other interested parties, 
full planning approval 
will be required before 
any building can 
commence.

SURE START
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Letters to the Blowhole
A Thank You
We would like to thank 
all the people in Boscastle 
who kindly searched their 
sheds, garages, gardens and 
houses and kept a look out 
when our cat Erbert went 
missing in November last 
year. We appreciated all 
the kind wishes received 
and all calls of sightings of 
cats which may have been 
Erbert.

We would like to say a spe-
cial thank you to the person 
who telephoned us to say 
they had seen a cat fitting Er-
berts description sitting at a 
window in an empty house, 
and also to our neighbours 
who helped Elaine rescue 
Erbert. . If that person had 
not made that call to us and 
our neighbours not assisted, 
Erbert would not be with us 
today. We will be eternally 
grateful. We would also like 
to say a big thank you to the 
person who’s house Erbert 
was trapped in for being so 
understanding on us rescu-
ing him.

Many thanks to you all. 
Sorry for the delay in con-
veying our thanks but we 
missed the last edition of 
the Blowhole.

Elaine and Trevor Kinslow

BOSCASTLE COMMUNITY 
& RECREATION CENTRE

Fore Street, Boscastle, 
Cornwall, PL35 OAA

Dear Sir
I t  was with some 

consternation that the 
Committee of the Recreation 
Centre read Chris Rodda’s 
proposal in the last issue of 
the Blowhole for the building 
of yet another meeting hall 
for Boscastle.
Does he not think that the 
Village Hall and Recreation 
Centre are enough for 
this village? Why does he 
advocate the building of yet 
another?
A ‘radical notion’ indeed!
The Committee of the 
Recreation Centre feel that 
the Blowhole should not 
be used as a platform to 
denigrate what was, after all, 
the villagers’ overwhelming 
choice of project to mark the 
Millennium. The siting and 
construction of the Centre 
was strongly supported by 
the Parish Council, not least 
because of its central location 
next to the Post Office, and its 
more than adequate parking 
facilities.
The Recreation Centre is 
now enjoying unprecedented 
success with the high number 
of bookings it attracts, and 
is a superb facility for the 
whole village.

Chris Rodda replies:
I am most flattered anyone 
bothered to read my turgid 
article with sufficient attention 
to spot a brief reference to the 
Recreation Centre. For those 
who missed it, let me quote 
the offending passage in its 
entirety:
“Ditto the Visitor Centre. 
It might be possible to 
incorporate a public meeting 
room in its rebuild, which 
would be more accessible and 
with better parking than the 
present Centre in Fore Street. 
It could be sited somewhere 
along the harbour.”
As committee Chairman I 
would naturally expect Mr 
Ferrett to defend the role of 
the Recreation Centre - even 
if this wasn’t mentioned in the 
article - but he must remember 
The Blowhole is intended as 
a forum for free discussion 
where everyone is entitled to 
their opinion.

The Blowhole is surely 
in existence to reflect the 
thoughts and views of the 
majority of the villagers, and 
we believe that as part of the 
editorial team, Chris Rodda 
should fully support all 
organisations in the village, 
even those to which he was 
vehemently opposed.
Yours faithfully
David Ferrett, Chairman

It is not a “denigration” of 
the Recreation Centre to 
state the obvious. Given that 
it primarily caters for the 
community, the committee 
can hardly object to additional 
facilities for visitors to be 
more conveniently provided 
elsewhere.
This, in any case, is the view 
of the majority of residents. 
Atlantic Consultants’ survey 
indicated that they wanted 
a new Visitor Centre in 
the general vicinity of the 
car park. It also said that 
those residents who had 
been affected by the flood 
favoured refurbishing of an 
existing building.
I believe plans are now 
being discussed to create a 
multi-function Visitor Centre 
alongside the harbour. If this 
comes to pass one presumes 
that everyone will be entitled 
to have a say in its design.

CR

The editorial team regret 
that offence has been taken 
by an article printed in the 
Blowhole and hope that 
the Community Centre 
management understand 
that there was no intent 
to denigrate the excellent 
facilities that they provide, 
which are thoroughly 
enjoyed by many.

Ruth & Michael Parsons

All rooms
●   En suite

●   TV & radio
●   Tea & coffee

Relax in this 
beautiful 300 
year old coach 
house and stables

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House
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When Prince Charles visited 
Boscastle recently he was able to 
meet Emily Maughan who presented 
him with a copy of her new cd.

The cd, called 'After The Storm', is 
a compilation of eleven tracks of her 
own material, all of which, despite 
the album title, she actually wrote 
before the flood.

Emily is from North Petherwin. She 
spent five years in London playing 
accoustic venues at night and working 
at Battersea Dogs' Home by day. 
For the past couple of years Emily 
has lived and worked in Boscastle.  

During that time she has been 
writing songs and playing music 
and has gained a keen local 
following when she has sung in 
public.

The flood on 16th August  changed 
her whole outlook. Finding herself 
waist-high in a raging torrent, 
Emily realised that you only get 
one shot at life. She decided to 
put more focus onto her music, 
so, somewhat apprehensively, she 
left the security of her job at the 
Cobweb to pursue her ambition of 
being a fulltime musician.

AFTER THE STORM Emily applied to the Prince's Trust 
and recently heard that she had been 
successful in getting an award. This 
will enable her to buy a PA and other 
equipment for her new venture. 
Fingers crossed, and with a lot of 
hard work, this could be a good year 
for her musical career.

Emily featured on the last series 
of 'A Seaside Parish'; everyone who 
saw her perform recognised her 
fresh talent and the strong emotion 
underlying the lyrics.

The cd, pictured above, is available 
to buy via the internet at abicat.co.uk, 
from several outlets in Boscastle,  
Tintagel and ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’ in 
Launceston. 

Emily can be booked to play gigs 
and you can contact her by email on 
emilymaughan@hotmail.co.uk or at 
The Nest, Boscastle, PL35 0AW

Prince Charles receiving a copy of Emily's cd

Adrian & Staff 
Welcome you to the

12th March: The Big Three
19th March: Atlantic Highway
26th March: The Flamingos
2nd April: Fluid Druid
9th April: Whiskey Thieves
16th April: Memphis
23rd April: Graham Hicks
30th April: Andy & Lisa

7th May: Blue Slate
14th May: Mood Indigo
21st May: Mississippi

Burning
28th May: The Big Three
4th June: Atlantic Highway
11th June: Silverback
18th June: Whiskey Thieves

Ring (01840) 250278

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

Cobweb Inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10

11 12 13 14

15 16 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52

Across Down

1 African weaver bird 1 bird

5 material 2 cotton kimono

10 French satirist 3 brandy

11 letter of greek alphabet 4 disdain

12 bottomless 5 instruct

15 theatrical 6 religious vestment

18 yield 7 fairy

19 place 8 financial

20 germanium 9 woman’s name

21 Maori war dance 13 censure

24 mother 14 jump

25 woman’s name 16 manage

26 crux 22 mishap

28 Australian fish 23 New Zealand parrot

29 jeer 27 apple

31 small barrel 30 pinafore

34 relating to bees 32 building

35 Dutch cheese 33 air-like fluid

37 drive 36 first person singular

38 part of church roof 37 guest house

39 ascend 41 knock out

40 musical instrument 42 therefoe

41 astounded 43 relate

44 a barge 44 spread

46 company 45 jewel

49 champion 47 vase

50 forearm bone 48 father

51 Asian goat-antelope

52 Arabian country

Moira Hart’s 
Fiendish Crossword

doodling space!

answers on page 40

Fine Original Art by Local Artists
Paintings, Sculptures and Ceramics. Also Prints.

We are located between Boscastle and Tintagel

Open daily from 12pm until 5pm (closed Tuesdays)

Telephone : 01840 779245

www.rocky-valley-gallery.co.uk

A real treat for anyone 
who loves to buy, cook & eat good food!

Over 30 artisan cheeses
Wines from around the world

Cured meats, pates & antipasti
High quality ready prepared meals

A huge range of local & international 
foods

Relaxed eating in our in-store café 
Picnics to Take Away

Hampers and Gifts
Bespoke Catering

Open Tuesday – Saturday 9.00am – 5.30pm 
(and Sundays & Mondays in School Holidays)

Bossiney Road, Tintagel   Tel: 01840 770880
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Apologies: to Janet Lathom. In the 
20 Questions feature last month, we 
misprinted the time for her ‘greatest 
achievement to date’.
Janet’s fastest time to run the London 
Marathon was not 4 hrs 28 mins - she 
has actually completed it much faster, 
in 4 hrs 8 mins.

1 Name?   Antony James Seldon
2 Age?   54
3 School life?   Boscastle CP & 
Sir James Smith’s School
4 Favourite sport?   Football, 
cricket, horse racing, snooker and 
pool
5 Best player you’ve played 
with?  Too many to mention
6 Greatest achievement in 
sport?   Cornwall Under 19 player 
of the year for cricket and winning an 
East Cornwall League Championship 
medal with Camelford in football.
7 Most embarrassing moment 
in sport?   Being nutmeged 
three times in one football match, 
signalling the end of my playing 
career

20 Questions For A Local Sportsperson
 This edition featuring local legend, Mr Tony Seldon

8 Favourite place in 
Cornwall?   Boscastle
9 Dislikes in sport?   Too much 
money
10 Favourite sports venue 
played at?   Kimberley Stadium, 
Saltash
11 Most difficult opponent 
you’ve faced?   Several!!
12 Favourite sportsperson?   
Tony McCoy (jump jockey)
13 Favourite food?   Steak
14 Favourite film?   Ocean 
Eleven
15 Hobbies?   All sports
16 Best country visited?   Spain
17 Place you would most 
like to visit?   The new Wembley 
Stadium
18 Worst dressed player 
you’ve ever known?   No 
comment
19 Which sportsperson would 
you most like to meet?   Pele
20 Who would you most like 
to be stranded on a desert 
island with (apart from the 
other half)?   Lisa Burke (Sky 
weather girl)

Division Four

P W D L F A Pts
Looe 20 13 3 4 82 34 42
St Mawgan 
Res

19 13 2 4 84 35 41

St Newlyn East 
Res

18 11 4 3 52 36 37

Lewdown 20 10 6 4 70 42 36
Garrison Club 14 10 1 3 46 19 31
Boscastle 
Res

17 9 3 5 40 26 30

Bere Alston 18 9 2 7 50 39 29
Padstow 17 8 2 7 45 40 26
Pensilva Res 19 5 2 12 41 55 17

Altarnun Res 17 4 0 13 30 94 12
Lifton 16 3 2 11 26 49 11
Mount Charles 17 3 1 13 33 65 10
Delabole Res 18 2 2 14 38 103 8

Billiards: Camelford and District 
League

Handicapped

P W Pts
Camelford WMI ‘A’ 12 11 27
Camelford WMI ‘B’ 12 8 22
Bodmin 12 7 22
St Teath 12 7 18
Boscastle 12 3 15
Port Isaac ‘A’ 12 5 15
Port Isaac ‘B’ 12 1 7

Scratch
Camelford WMI ‘A’ 12 11 30
Boscastle 12 28
Port Isaac ‘A’ 12 9 21.5
Camelford WMI ‘B’ 12 6 21
Bodmin 12 4 21
St Teath 12 2 8.5
Port Isaac ‘B’ 12 0 4
Highest breaks, Geoff Lingard (Cam 
WMI ‘B’) and  Rob Cook (Cam WMI ‘A’) 
156

Bodmin Trophies Duchy League
Premier Division

P W D L F A Pts
St Austell 19 15 1 3 57 26 46
St Columb 
Major

19 14 2 3 64 26 41

St Dominick 16 12 3 1 42 17 39
Godolphin 16 10 3 3 46 10 36
Boscastle 15 10 2 3 39 23 32
Polperro 14 10 1 3 59 23 31
St Mawgan 17 9 3 5 40 32 30
St Minver 19 7 4 8 32 34 25
St Newlyn East 17 7 3 7 27 29 24
Gunnislake 15 5 3 7 28 29 18
Sticker 16 4 2 10 23 41 14
St Cleer 20 3 1 16 16 61 10
Southgate 15 2 5 11 23 43 8
St Blazey 19 2 2 15 20 84 8
St Stephen 19 0 4 15 14 52 4

Bowls: County League, North Area, Final 
Tables 

Division Two
P W D L F A Pts

Wadebridge 
‘B’

12 7 1 4 240 217 23

Boscastle 12 6 2 4 247 234 22
St Minver 12 6 0 6 247 234 20
Poughill 12 6 2 4 242 243 18
Stratton ‘B’ 12 5 1 6 246 228 17
Camelford ‘B’ 12 5 0 7 243 251 14
Lanteglos ‘B’ 12 4 0 8 216 274 12

CLAIRVOYANT
ANNE OLORENSHAW

Help, Guidance, Advice

PRIVATE
READINGS

01840 230505
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Well didn’t I tell you 
that there was going to be 
some new and interesting 
scenes moving along in 
Bos this year? It’s already 
happening!! In fact it 
began on NYE up at Pete’s 
Place. There we saw the 
first appearance of a well 
kept secret received with 
enthusiasm. Playing a set of 
original songs written by our 
Troubadour Pete Rothwell, 
we saw the beginnings of a 
promising new local band. 
It’s early days yet, at the 
moment there isn’t even a 
name for the line up; but I 
feel something good could 
be developing here, so 
watch this space, as they 
say!!!

The beginning of January 
saw Fluid Druid rocking the 
rafters at The Cobweb. A 
gig not to be missed. With 

and well into tomorrow!! 
The whole of this CD is 
really a celebration of some 
of the talent we have in 
and around our village. As 
usual I could go on about 
that, but, out of the corner 
of my eye, I can see ‘The 
Lynch Mob’ a-riding onto 
my page. So it’s a quick 
FANFARE, then we can 
welcome Neil, John, Robin 
and Bix.

The first time I remember 
seeing these guys was at 
that lovely Summer festival 
Andrew Leeds organised 
up at the Nap a couple of 
years ago, (Please can we 
have another one!) Amidst 
all the hubbub and chatter 
that goes on at these things, 
I suddenly found myself 
listening with intent. 
Beautiful harmonies - just 
hear ‘Ride on’ - almost 

gentleness with their  music 
that had me stay quiet 
till the end of the set, and 
then wish they would play 
some more. Harmony is a 
very important word here 
in all its senses. “We’re 
a good old mix, we all do 
a bit of everything”, they 
say in their laid back way, 
what that really means is, 
we seriously know how to 
play music. They mostly 
play popular covers, Van 
Morrison, Stones, Dylan 
with their own musical 
identity flowing through. 
The play list is always 
growing about 150 songs 
at the moment. No problem 
with audience requests, 
it keeps the programme 
interesting and varied, as 
many of you will already 
know; keeping it ‘real’ and 
staying cool, the sounds are 
great.

Pete Procownic making a 
guest appearance for the 
final set, adding a different 
dimension, the boys 
delivered yet another great 
evenings entertainment. 
A couple of weeks later, 
Andrew successfully 
introduced his new lady to 
the gang. A near new song 
set has meant a busy winter 
for Andrew, a lot of work 
arranging and learning 
fresh material, no name yet 
for this duo either, seems to 
be a very difficult business, 
this naming of bands.

At the start of February we 
saw the release of Emily’s 
CD, ‘After the Storm’, 
selling like hot cakes. I 
find this CD grabs me more 
and more with each play. 
The catchy tunes mean that 
you could stay ‘Hotter than 
July’ for the rest of the day 

Carol O’Rourke keeps us informed about the 
vibrant local music scene.

This issue featuring The Lynch Mob
The Lynch Mob playing at Carnglaze Caverns

L READ GENERAL BUILDER
FOR ALL BUILDING WORK

New work
Renovation and
Refurbishment

Plumbing, Carpentry
Electrical, Plastering
Roofing, Block Work

Stone Work
Landscaping, Decorating

IN FACT JUST ABOUT
EVERYTHING!

You are welcome
to phone or email

for quotations
information
or advice

PHONE

01840 250688
MOBILE

07966 753979
email:

les@spotd.co.uk



Spring 2005   Boscastle Blowhole     Page 35

I met up with three of 
them at Trewarmett Lodge 
and John on Bodmin 
Parkway platform!! They 
are here now though, right 
here on my page .... ‘The 
Lynch Mob’.

Neil: music, dancing 
music, trad folk ( from his 
roots in Scotland) Punk, 
Rock & Roll, the Blues, 
guitar & voice, all come 
together for us to hear today, 
we’ve another troubadour 
here, the well of songs runs 

played The Blues”.

Bix: the mover & shaker, 
Drums congas any kind of 
percussion as well as vocals. 
Also an International Man 
of Mystery, I’m told. He 
can beat a rhythm out of 
anything and was seen 
seriously playing a chair 
in Ireland! His Ma came 
from Dublin and was an 
early influence; he still 
remembers her singing 
around the house, though 
Rock and the Blues became 
the major influences later 

was 11, began playing out 
in his brothers Blues band. 
The Blues being for him a 
most important influence 
for getting a complete feel 
for playing music,, and 
certainly the place that this 
band is coming from. For 
Rob music is a way of life 
and has taken him touring 
in Germany playing with 
many different bands, you 
may have heard him when 
he played with Redwing 
for a good few years, he 
even worked for the Beeb 
once and starved, there’s 
dedication for you.

John: singer, songwriter, 
musician, producer, as 
the others say, a talented 
white haired gentleman 
and musical contortionist. 
I could write pages about 
him, considering he has 
played and produced music 
all over the world in very 
exalted company. As Neil 
says, he’s got a few T-shirts. 
Just to prove the point there 
is a golden disc for the 
album he worked on with 
Nick Berry, Sweet Soul, 
and again The Blues, the 
root of all things musical, 
he loves to play any music 
except reggae, which he 
feels should be left to those 
who understand it best. 
Look back but don’t stare, 
so nowadays he is interested 
more in playing the stuff 

that people like to hear and 
feel comfortable with, that 
way you can reach out to 
them, the most important 
thing, the sharing of music.

So, here you have the 
impressive line up for The 
Lynch Mob, and a nicer 
bunch you,d be hard to 
find. It’s no surprise that 
this is a very busy band. 
Playing all across the 
South West and beyond, a 
wedding in Galway coming 
up in March, Clubs such 
as Jethro’s, private parties 
and pubs, they are in great 
demand.

Luckily for us Ron has 
booked them for 2 dates 
up at the Nap, that’s April 
1st and June 3rd, so check 
it out and make certain you 
don’t miss out. 

In spite of all the hard 
work: an average gig takes 
about the same as a 7 -8 hr 
day; the sense of humour 
along the road is never far 
out of sight. “You gotta 
have fun”. No ego in this 
band, they all get along and 
see themselves as a whole, 
just one of the reasons it all 
works so well. Harmony, 
lovely sounds, oh yes, and 
a huge helping of talent, 
making music for you, you 
lucky lot!!!!
Go on enjoy, and see you 
there.

Carol O’R

deep and wide, as happy 
playing jigs and reels as 
he is rock and roll, singing 
Irish rebel songs or the 
Beatles, it’s all the same to 
him, wonderful music, into 
it all completely, “sit back 
and relax into the music 
you gotta enjoy it; and have 
fun; although you don’t 
know nothing till you’ve 

on. He set off touring in ’69, 
playing gigs and festivals; 
he knows well what its like 
to be on then road, a great 
experience. At the moment 
studio work and playing in 
5 bands, keeps him a busy 
guy.

Robin: bass & vocals, he’s 
been playing bass since he 

at L’sou festival

Chi for Life
Movement in Nature 
Ancient Healing Sound 
Limited Edition Prints
01840 - 770622

CHI MOVEMENT ART SOUND & HEALING
www.jeannehampshire.co.uk

jamshire@madasafish.com

IVAN JONES 
ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES Ltd.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Homes □ Shops □ Offices □ Restaurants Farms

From A New Socket To Complete Design And Installation
Portable Appliance Testing

Fault Finding □ Testing & Inspecting □ Re – Wires

Tel: 01840 213683 □ Fax: 01840 213033
E-mail: Info@IJESLtd.com   www.IJESLtd.com

continued
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CRACKINGTON HAVEN
01840 230228

RAYBURN, AGA AND 
OIL-FIRED BOILER SERVICING 

OFTEC REGISTERED

PLUMBING AND HEATING
A M HIRCOCK

A Ten Acre Step In 
The Right Direction

On a bright mid-January morning, 
thirty or so pupils from Boscastle 
CP School cheerfully invaded Chris 
Key’s Trebiffin Farm and helped 
plant dozens of trees in a ten acre 
field just above the Valency.

For many of the children it was the 
first time they had planted a tree and 
it was a perfect opportunity to learn 
about forestry conservation and the 
practical and profound benefits of 
creating new woodland.

The project is a partnership of 
South West Forrest, The Woodland 
Trust and of course, Farmer/Solicitor/
Surfer Chris Key in his never ending 
search for farm diversification.

“It makes sense for everyone “ says 
Chris “planting woodland is positive 
from an environmental point of view, 
particularly when you consider the 
number of trees washed away in the 
August floods, its positive financially, 
because of the available grants and 
the improvement of the land, and its 
positive all over, because all these 
children will be part of something 
that keeps growing and growing –
hopefully for hundreds of years”.

The impact on the land of up to 
eight thousand native broadleaf trees 
is enormous. Not only will the oak, 
holly, hazel and rowan get more and 
more beautiful as every year passes 
–but they will provide and essential 
and indigenous ecosystem for flora 
and fauna.

Rowan Somerville

Our thoughts are looking towards 
Easter, and by then seeing the 
restoration work of Boscastle 
really progressing and looking very 
promising for the coming season. 
I am sure so much work behind the 
scenes has already happened in drying 
property out, not to mention cleaning 
away so much debris, and then the 
actual rebuilding and redecorating 
work that has to be completed.

I have had a meeting recently 
with some members of the public 
protection committee and linked 
up with some officers from the 
Environment Agency and Defra, I 
was very encouraged by the reaction 
and support from Defra who would 
be setting some levels of funding 
to the Environment Agency for 
necessary work. I am also impressed 
by the workmanship and schemes in 
hand at present. The Environment 
Agency say they will listen to the 
local community and it is important 
that they do as after all it is the local 
people that know first hand what 
needs to be done and are well versed 
in the experiences of the past. I trust 
the Environment Agency and the 
National Trust’s nerve will not falter 
when decisions that might involve 
some change to river width or depth 

and any pinch points by the bridge.

I do have concern at some of the 
thinking at the present time of the 
proposed flood plains up the Valency 
Valley where the suggestions are 
made that large clumps of rubble 
heavy timber and perhaps a lone tree 
still standing should be left as this 
will in time rot down and will be no 
problem. My fear is that that is the 
very cause of some of the damage 
in the floods in August when entire 
trees and part tree trunks was swept 
down the river knocking against 
the bridge or the shops that were 
badly damaged. I have said from 
the beginning that it would be good 
to have a sensor warning system 
operative to safeguard life should a 
serious flood occur again, but because 
of the short distance the time scale 
would not really be possible to make 
it effective. The suggestion by the 
Environment Agency of telephone 
linkage or indeed by some members 
of the Coast Guards in letting off a 
rocket when water levels reach a 
certain height sounds to me the best 
way forward in this respect.

Boscastle Sewage

It is encouraging news to hear that 
secondary treatment is very much 
in prospect, and not primary, and let 
us hope that the next crucial stages 
will prove to be really satisfactory to 
the outcome that Boscastle deserves 
and that the old system through the 
harbour can really be addressed.

If anyone wishes to con tact me on 
any problems please do not hesitate 
to telephone 01840 770302.

County councillor Glenton Brown 
writes:
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This time last year we 
were well on the way to 
refurbishing the shop and 
looking forward to re-
opening for Easter.  Little 
did we know that this year 
we would be opening the 
shop in a totally different 
location.

When the flood waters 
invaded my home the 
large store underneath was 
completely cleaned out, 
stock, personal effects 
everything washed out to 
sea.  At the time of writing, 
work is in progress to 
convert the store into a 
temporary shop.

I am absolutely delighted 
with how swiftly its all 
come together, and all being 
well we should be open for 
Easter.  Sarah will be back 
working with me again, and 
we have got some exciting 
and trendy new clothing 
coming for the summer 
season, so do come and 
have a browse and a chat.  
We look forward to seeing 
you.

To give you and update 
on the restoration of ‘The 
Harbour Light’, recently 
Hedley, Sue and myself met 
with David Scott (architect) 
and Frank Newell 
(Environment Agent) to 
discuss the possibility of 

replicating this historic 
building.  We were very 
pleased with the outcome 
of this meeting and, all 
being well, work should 
commence sometime in the 
Spring of this year.

Way back in 1989 the 
Lord spoke to me about 
using part of the shop for 
Christian Outreach and to 
change the name from ‘The 
Pixie Shop’ to ‘The Harbour 
Light’.  I could write a 
book about all the amazing 
and wonderful things that 
have happened over the 
years.  All the lovely people 
we’ve met, the books 
we’ve sold or given away, 
the encouragement we’ve 
received from so many 
people who have visited us 
over the years.

I still feel the pain and 
loss of that beloved building 
which I had the privilege of 
being the custodian of for 
over 25 years.

‘The Harbour Light’ 
belongs to our village.  It 
has been a landmark and a 
haven for all those seeking 
spiritual solace over the 
years.  I believe it will rise 
again stronger and brighter 
than before and a landmark 
for generations to come.

Trixie Webster

‘THE HARBOUR LIGHT’
Trixie Webster gives us news on rebuilding of her shop 

QUALITY BEEF & LAMB
DIRECT FROM YOUR LOCAL FARM

Our small farm shop opened last summer
Call in and choose your meat

Pedigree North Devon cattle and Dorset lamb
Free-range eggs

Small orders as welcome as large
Free delivery to Boscastle

Phone orders welcome

Robin & Jackie Haddie
Home Farm, Boscastle

01840 250195
Also available - farmhouse B & B and

self-catering cottage with splendid sea views

Pickwick
Antiques

The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures

Small Furniture and much, much more

If you are looking for a special gift or momento 
then do look us up.  We have a wide selection 

of small items that make ideal presents. 
We also like to buy old and interesting items!

TONY DOMINY & SONS
TRADITIONAL SIGNWRITERS

AND
VINYL SPECIALISTS

PUB SIGNS–SHOP SIGNS–LORRIES – VANS
MAGNETIC SIGNS-GILDING

THE HIGHEST WORKMANSHIP-THE MOST COMPETITIVE PRICE

Tel: 01840 250972 or 07866 901369
email: jillydomsigns@fsmail.net
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Martin Pethick’s Sports Column
He was probably the most 

naturally gifted player ever 
to have played for Boscastle 
and will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him and 
all who played alongside 
him.

His popularity throughout 
the footballing world was 
apparent for all to see as 
many local clubs were 
represented at his funeral, 
including members of 
the Tintagel Youth team, 
for whom his son Danny 
plays.

Other Sport News: 
a)  The ‘bouncebackability’ 

of the Boscastle Club is 
still well on track with both 
teams in with a chance of a 
top six finish. This is quite 
a turn-around in fortunes 
since last season and if 
things carry on at the same 
pace, there are exciting times 
ahead. The biggest problem 
for the management team 
is keeping all the players 
involved and happy enough 
to remain at the club even 
though they may not have a 
full game every week.

b) Despite his recent 
cancer scare, Ian Nicholls 
appears to be over the 
worst and hopefully a full 

recovery will be made. He 
has been well enough in 
recent weeks to come to 
watch a few matches and 
maybe next season he will 
be able to take part once 
again.

c) The club’s funds were 
boosted recently when a 
‘Pasty & Cider Evening’ 
was held at the home of 
Antony and Liz and Johnny  
Brewer. Although numbers 
were down on previous 
years, an enjoyable evening 
was held by everyone 
who attended and around 
£350 was raised. The next 
fundraising event is a Race 
Night to be held at Tintagel 
Country Club on the 2nd 
April. The club is owned 
by Trevor and Melanie 
Horwell whose son Mark is 
a valued member of the 1st 
team.

d) The 1st team are on a 
roll at the moment, but with 
league honours already 
beyond them, they must 
pin this season’s hopes of 
silverware on winning one 
of the cup competitions.

They snapped up the 
services of Stuart Fanson 
during the recent transfer 
window; he is a more-
than-useful goalie brought 

Football Club News
‘Nic-Man’

The whole of the local 
football world has been 
totally shocked and 
saddened by the sudden 
death of the very popular 
Nicholas Hunter Fillery, 
more affectionately known 
as ‘Nic-Man’, who had only 
just turned 38 years old 
when he died following a 
cardiac thrombosis.

Nick joined Boscastle 
football club about 10 years 
ago and had been a regular 
1st team player ever since. He 
was part of the team which 
won the County Junior 
Cup and he was aiming to 
remain playing long enough 
to help Boscastle achieve 
even more cup and league 
success.

sports writer Martin Pethick

in to replace joint player-
manager Neville ‘the Tank’ 
Turner who wants to 
concentrate all his efforts 
on the management side of 
things.

Neville and his co-
manager John McCloughlin 
must be very happy with 
the way their team is 
performing lately because 
they didn’t feel any need 
to watch the second team 
recently, when they would 
have had a good chance to 
watch to see which of the 
up-and-coming youngsters 
could make the ‘step-up’ 
into the first team if the 
need arose, something that 
was commented on by those 
players involved!!

Prolific goal machines, 
Simon Biddick and Daniel 
Ovens, are once again 
leading the goal-scoring 
with 10 apiece, so any cup 
success depends on these 
two remaining injury-free 
for the rest of the season.

e) The second team’s 
transformation continues 
to progress under the 
leadership of Richard 
Pethick with the youngsters 
bonding well on the pitch 
and the team spirit shining 
through at the post-match 
ceremony.

w r perry & Son
Building contractors

stone masons
roofing specialists

renovations/extensions
family business - established for

40 years
tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

Relieve stress & tension with a 
back/body Swedish massage. 
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic 

massage with soothing 
essential oils.

Facial massage

lynne kelly
By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

St Gennys & Local areas
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist

Tel: 07751 508800

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves 
andd whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis, 
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain, 
minor aches and pains. 
Slimming Treatment. G5.
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crucial saves and centre-
half, Robin Haddy, being 
nominated the ‘man-of-the-
match’ for his sterling work 
in defence.

Dinner Invitation: In his 
desperation to be included 
in the second team for one 
final game, Phil Higgs 
resorted to cajolery by 
inviting the manager around 
to his domicile for a slap-up 
meal with all the trimmings. 
Despite not offering Phil 
a guaranteed place in the 
starting line-up, player-
manager Richard Pethick 
has promised to keep his 
options open in the future, 
especially if the dinner 
parties become a regular 
event!

Pool: Cobweb has three 
pool teams, (two Tuesday 
teams who compete in 
the Tintagel and District 
League and one Sunday 
team which plays in the 
Longcross League). All 
are doing ok, but it doesn’t 
look likely that there will be 
any Silverware heading to 
Boscastle this season unless 
they fare much better in the 
knock-out competitions.

Snooker: The ‘A’ team 
are more or less holding 
their own in the first 
division and look more 
than likely to avoid the 
drop with Johnny Brewer 

leading the way with the 
most victories. Newcomer, 
Antony Biscombe is proving 
that practice makes perfect 
as he is improving with 
every match and is chipping 
in with some useful wins.

The ‘B’ team are 
currently bottom of the 
second division but seem 
certain to climb the league 
over the next few games as 
they still have to play some 
of the weaker teams just 
above them. Robin Haddy 
is again their leading player 
with the Captain, Stephen 
Wickett not far behind.

Ladies Darts: Cobweb 
Ladies are currently in a 
mid-table position in the 
‘Camelot Ladies League’ 
which is an improvement 
on last season when they 
struggled to ‘hit’ any kind 
of form (or double!!) 

The change in fortune 
is down to the Captain, 
Belinda Adams, who has got 
her team of Val Gill, Rose 
Hope, Pam Bond, Judith 
Dawe, Wendy Mason, 
Hazel Beetles and Frances 
Hegarty, much more 
focused and motivated.

Darts: In the Boscastle 
and District darts league, 
the Cobweb ‘A’ team 
are already guaranteed a 
runners-up medal in the 

The second team’s recent 
improvement coincides 
with the ‘Gunpool goal 
scorer’, (Gareth Grant), at 
last finding his goal scoring 
touch and notching a few 
important goals, and with 
the demotion of Muggy 
Mugford from substitute to 
‘bucket-boy’.

Veterans’ Cup
As a prize for reaching 

the last eight of the Devon 
& Cornwall Veterans’ Cup 
competition, Boscastle over 
35s were rewarded with a 
difficult home tie against a 
very disciplined and skilful 
Tideford team that included 
several players who, in their 
time, had played in a high 
standard of football.

Despite playing their 
hearts out, Boscastle were 
defeated 2 – 1, thus ending 
any interest in this year’s 
competition, but with a 
few more players reaching 
the qualifying age by next 
year, hopes are high for an 
improvement in the next 
season’s cup competition.

As the game wore on and 
the ageing legs became 
tired, it became a ‘backs-
to-the-wall’ performance 
with David Bosley in the 
home goal making some 

Sports Column 
continued

1st division, while the 
Napoleon are runaway 
leaders of the 2nd division 
and look certain to be 
crowned league champions 
as there are only three 
games remaining.

Cobweb ‘B’ have an outside 
chance of claiming the 
runners-up spot, so if both 
teams were to be promoted 
it would mean some tense 
‘local derbys’ next season.

Billiards: The billiards 
pairing of Mike Burnard 
and Dave Ferrett is still 
proving its worth after more 
than 20 years of competing. 
Although the league isn’t 
as big as it used to be, the 
standard is just as high and 
the Boscastle ‘boys’ are 
more than holding their 
own.

Bowls: The Boscastle 
Short Mat Bowls team 
compete in the North Area 
Division 2 of the county 
league. They have had a   
good season and finished in 
secong place. New players 
are urgently needed and are 
welcome to come along to 
the Community Centre on a 
Monday evening to have a 
‘roll-up’. 

During the mid-evening tea 
interval the village affairs 
are discussed and put to 
rights!

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Willows  ▪  Boscastle  ▪  Cornwall
PL35 0BL

Telephone: 01840 250448

Mobile: 07966 498733
  07974 676583

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
N C E I C
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25 March  -  27 May 

Nature Notes
Paintings by John Blight, Christine Gagnon,

Michael Moss and Caeria Strong 

Papier-mache by Renate Forsythe
The Gallery and Museum are open Monday - Saturday 10.00 am - 5.00 pm  25 March - 30 September

(Wheelchair access to Museum only)

30 May  -  24 June 

Sea and Slate

Pastels by Cath Read 

Ceramics by Jitka Palmer

NORTH CORNWALL MUSEUM AND GALLERY
The Clease  •  Camelford  •  Cornwall  •  PL32 9PL 
Tel. 01840 212954       manager@camelfordtic.eclipse.co.uk

In this picture, Boscastle potters Roger, 
Nanette, Hazel and Tim meet Prince Charles.

   Photo: Mary Neale

Prince Charles came to Boscastle recently, in 
order to see for himself the progress that has 
been made in reconstructing the village since 
his last visit in August. 

The Prince walked around the harbour area, 
talking to people whose properties had been 
flooded.

Our front cover photo shows him at the 
Cobweb, where he met a number of locals 
who had been directly affected. 

Camelford and District
AGE CONCERN

A Voluntary Service
We run a programme of outings in our Minibus designed to 

make life easier and more enjoyable for retired people.

You can visit popular shopping venues like Plymouth 
orTrago Mills or you can join our excursions to interesting 
places, such as the Eden Project. At other times we make 

up groups and go out for lunch at a hotel  
or restaurant or perhaps just go for 

a drive around Bodmin Moor.

Look out for our Monthly Programmes
Available in Post Offices and Medical Centres 

We have outings 5 days every week as well as on alternate 
Sundays. Take a look and see if there is a trip you would enjoy

Come to our Pop-In Centre in Camelford
Make friends, have tea or coffee and biscuits, read the paper.

If you have a clean Driving Licence and would like  
to drive the Minibus you would be most welcome

For information call Pat Davis 01208 8507898

BOSCASTLE 
COMMUNITY 
& RECREATION 
CENTRE
No doubt everyone is aware that we had 
to close the gym in the Centre owing to 
difficulties with insurance.

However, we now have a Pool table in the 
former gym, and the Committee would 
like to hear from anyone who would be 
interested in running a ‘Pool Club’ for 
young people in the village who would 
like to learn to play.

For all enquiries for this and other 
bookings, please contact the Bookings 
Secretary, Ann James on 01840-250378.

Answers: Across 1 whydah 5 taffeta 10 rabelais 
11 mu 12 abysmal 15 dramatic 18 cede 19 put 20 ge 
21 haka 24 ma 25 ena 26 nub 28 callop 29 barrack 
31 keg 34 apian 35 edam 37 hero 38 apse 39 rise 
40 oboe 41 stunned 44 lighter 46 troupe 49 ace  
50 ulna 51 goral 52 yemen Down 1 woodpecker  
2 yukata 3 armagnac 4 hauteur 5 teach 6 alb 7 fay 
8 fiscal 9 esme 13 admonish 14 leap 22 accident  
23 kaka 27 braeburn 30 apron 36 me 37 hotel 
41 stun 42 ergo 43 tell 44 lay 45 gem 47 urn 48 pa


