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Boscastle Blowhole Editorial Team
The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept, or reject any material submitted  
for publication in the Blowhole.  The views expressed within the magazine are those 

of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial team. 
The team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Joan Cork, 

Ann & Chris Rodda, Daphne Rogers, Mary Shepherd & Noel Ward.

The next Blowhole will be published in December. The deadline for copy is 23rd November 
Please ensure that your copy reaches us by then or we may be unable to include it. Thanks 

For advertising queries, contact Daphne Rogers  01840 250244
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £1.95 per issue. 
Email the Blowhole or phone 01840 250483 for subscription enquiries.

Communications to the Blowhole can be sent c/o Boscastle Post Office, Dunn Street, 
Boscastle, PL35 0AA or by email to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

The Blowhole is published 4 times a year  and printed by Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude.

Valency
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Tel: 01840 211702
Licensed Private Hire

Mobile: 07974 835 084
Reliable & Friendly Service

Near Boscastle

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

Editorial
As the saying goes, “If 
you want a job doing, 
ask a busy man”.  
Such a man is Arthur 
Bannister who for many 
years has been one of 
the leading members 
of the Blowhole team.  
His influence has been 
of invaluable benefit to 
the continuing success 
of the magazine.

With his other duties as 
Chairman of the Parish 
Council, the Regeneration 
committee and Trustee 
of the Village Hall, to 
name just some of his 
commitments, he has 
reluctantly decided that he 
wishes to take a less active 
role in the production of 
the Blowhole. Thankfully, 
he will not be stepping 

down completely, but will 
continue to give advice and 
support to the team.
In order to lighten his load as 
much as possible we would 
ask that all questions and 
contributions are directed to 
one of the other members of 
the team, the Post Office or 
sent by email to:

You may find a few regular 
articles missing from this 
edition of the Blowhole.
Either the authors were 
unable to contribute 
this time or they missed 
the deadline. Hopefully 
they will be back with 
us in print in the Winter 
edition.
 boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk

www.boscastle-wellington.com
email info@boscastle-wellington.com

THE WELLINGTON HOTEL

* The Waterloo Restaurant
English cuisine with a ‘twist’

*  Free House with Real Ales

*  Good Home-made Pub Food

*  Beer Garden

*  Singers: Wednesday nights

Paul, Rosie, Scott & Suzanne Roberts 
Phone: 01840 250202

Fax: 01840 250621

ETC **  AA**  RAC**
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Race for Life
Back in June the Race for Life took 
place at Plymouth Hoe. Local girl, 
Alice Perry (aged 8) successfully 
completed the run along with her 
mum Karen.
Alice writes:

I wanted to run this year in 
memory of Wanda. Philippa gave me 
a lovely photo of Wanda to put on 
my back. It was really hot when I ran 
but I managed 5km in 36 minutes. 
My mum couldn’t keep up with me, 
she was 2 minutes behind!

There were 6000 ladies running 
this race all in aid of cancer research. 
I raised over £70 and I can’t wait to 
run again next year.

Thank you to everybody who 
sponsored me.     Alice

Exhibition
Paintings by Bridget Holden and Pottery 
by Svend Bayer is on display until 29th 
Sept at the North Cornwall Museum 
& Gallery in Camelford. Call 01840 
212954 for more information.

Ooops
In the Summer edition of the Blowhole 
we reviewed John Maughan’s latest 
cd ‘Rise Again’.  Unfortunately, we 
omitted to mention the wonderful 
Roger Nicholls, whose fine vocal 
harmonies add such richness and 
depth to many of the tracks. Roger’s 
vocal range is astounding. It is always 
a pleasure to hear him sing.

Boscastle Panto
A meeting will be held in the Village 
Hall on Tuesday 9th October at 7.30pm 
to make further arrangements for the 
Pantomime.

Auditions for various roles will be 
held during early October, dates to be 
advertised nearer the time.

Please attend the meeting if you 
would like to be involved in any way 
or telephone Carole Flower on (01840) 
250558 or 07790 330651.

Health & Safety
Digging out a pond in the river, two 
machines with drivers, plus four men 
(there was another with a staff behind 
the machines), and a “lifebelt”!!!
 Are they expecting another flood?

Stop the droop it’s here, 
Viagra for flowers!!
It’s true! At a number of 
flower demonstrations, 
local florists have mentioned 
using Viagra to condition flowers 
such as gerbera to prevent the 
stems wilting, so it was time to 
find out more. Time to search the 
web; by typing in “Viagra for cut 
flowers” a number of sites were 
listed. The UK website “Quirky 
Plant Tips”, stated that, “Viagra 
will stiffen wilting flowers”. The 
site suggests that one “simply 
dissolves a tablet of viagra in a 
vase of water to keep flowers 
looking, fresher, stiffer and better 
for longer. It’s the effervescent 
that works wonders”.  The site 
also suggests “If your flowers are 
already wilting, soluble aspirin 
as well as viagra will help stiffen 
them up”.

Just to confirm the above, 
a comparison with another 
site was made. A company 
called “SunBlush Technology” 
stated in their news release of 
May 2000, “SunBlush to use 
Viagra effect, boosting shelf 
life of perishable produce”. 
“New Technology extends the 
life of flowers in the home”. 
The site stated that nitric oxide 
technologies were being developed 
after experiments showed that the 
shelf life of cut flowers was greatly 
increased when the water was 
activated by viagra.

Comparing just these two sites 
seemed to confirm the florist’s 
information. it would appear that 
the statement was correct. As to 
where one can obtain the product 
and how much it might cost is 
probably something only those 
who have a specific need may wish 
to pursue, but no doubt further 
enquiry of the World Wide Web 
or local florist will provide an 
answer.
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Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250 108

Fresh locally produced meats

Fresh bread daily

Wide range of groceries

Fresh fruit and vegetables

Off Licence

Opening hours
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 9am-1pm

Support your local shop

Bottreaux Filling Station

Open Garden Scheme
The gardens at Wildwood and Half 
Acre were open the wekend after 
the flood of June 21st. Despite the 
damage caused, nearly £800 was 
raised for various charities. Teas were 
provided by the combined churches 
and there was an art exhibition and 
plant sale at Half Acre.
Both gardens will be open again 
during the Arts and Crafts weekend 
on October 6th and 7th from 11 to 
5.30

reclining cat topiary at Half Acre

Wildwood

9 local crafts
Boscastle

Village Hall
Saturday & Sunday
October 6th & 7th

11am to 4pm
Refreshments 
served all day

YOGA IN 
BOSCASTLE

Community &  Recreation 
Centre, Fore Street

Starts Wednesday 
26TH September
7.30 pm to 9 pm
For more details
phone Margaret

on 01840 230911

Help Keep Alive The 
Ancient Craft Of Bell 
Ringing
Would YOU like to learn Bell ringing, 
with teams of happy people?

The Boscastle churches of 
Lesnewth, St Juliot and Otterham 
have proficient teams of dedicated 
ringers, but to keep the craft alive in 
our churches we need to train more 
people, young people of minimum 
age 14, no upper age limit, but 
relatively physically fit.

To find out more phone Chris 
Searle 01840 250225.

Thank You
Richard Rigby-Jones would like to 
say Thank You to everyone for their 
good wishes, cards, phone calls, visits 
and support since his hip operation.

photo Noel Ward

photo Noel Ward
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To Let 

French Riviera 
Holiday Apartment

between Nice & Antibes
2 bedroom 1st floor apartment

sleeps up to 6 people
Large balcony with beautiful 

views of Antibes Bay
Approx 1 mile from the coast

Fully equipped
Reasonable rates

Please phone 01840 250398




 
  

   



  
   





































Out little group has been 
together now for over 12 
years and is suffering a 
little from Anno Domini. 
In other words the illnesses 
of age and ultimate demise 
thin our ranks from time to 
time. That, I am sure, makes 
us sound a pretty decrepit 
bunch! But, in spite of all, 
we take the aging process 
with stoicism and humour. 
We also have one great 
advantage – experience. 
This feeds our stories and 
gives reality and depth to 
our work. Several of us have 
been published or have manuscripts 
well on the way. I have a book on sale 
which is a dramatised version of my 
smuggling ancestors on the Yorkshire 
coast in the late eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries.

We limit members to eight so that 
everyone has a chance to read their 
work, and as a help to those who may 
be stuck for a theme we introduce a 
first line for a short story or poem 
to be read at the next session. It is a 
simple idea but it has served us well 
over the years.

It is said that every one has at 
least one book in them waiting to get 

Camelot Writers Group

out. If you feel like that and would 
like to join us I can assure you of a 
welcome to our group, where we can 
offer a sympathetic ear and help with 
constructive criticism should it be 
required.

We meet twice each month on 
the first and third Monday starting at 
2pm. and finishing at 4pm. The venue 
is Camelford Hall. We charge £2 per 
session to cover costs and add 50p 
toward a lunch every six months.

If you would like to join us 
please give me a ring - Richard Swale 
01840 261 231 or email ramok52@
crackington-haven.com

Author Richard Swale

The Least Worst Alternative?
Was how Councillor Graham Facks-
Martin described Halcrow Group’s 
application to demolish the lower 
bridge in Boscastle harbour and 
replace it with a modern structure. 
To the dismay of many, but no doubt 
the relief of some, NCDC’s Planning 
Committee approved the new design 
by a majority of 8-3.

Against a background of 
considerable protest the Council 
decided that, in the absence of a 
better proposal, these plans should go 
ahead. David Ferrett, one of the more 
prominent of objectors, had organized 
a village petition which gathered 
1600 signatures. The plans were also 
rejected by the Parish Council. At the 
last moment Planning Committee 
members were circulated an opinion 
produced, on expert advice, that the 
original approval to demolish the 
listed bridge was procedurally flawed, 
but all to no avail.

One can only assume the Council 
were persuaded by the need for the 
National Trust and Environment 
Agency to complete harbour works 
as an integral part of their flood 
defence scheme, before funding was 
withdrawn. Bridge demolition and 
replacement is scheduled to start in 
October.
Stop Press: there are moves afoot to challenge the 
legality of NCDC’s decision. Watch this  space.
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By the time this goes to print we 
will have gone (for our holidays) and 
come back! I am writing this at home 
with the rain still falling in copious 
quantities ~ ah well ..... at least it 
makes giving up time to prepare next 
terms  school work easier!

As always we had a busy end of 
term highlights of which we our 
production of Verona, being washed 
out of our shelters in our survival day/
night and funnily enough a much 
reduced sports afternoon held in the 
playground as the football pitch was 
too wet. Isn’t it odd how sometimes 
something cobbled together to make 
the best of a bad situation can be 
great fun!

We said goodbye to our latest 
batch of Year 6’s ~ they have proved 
to be a fine advertisement for all that 
is to be commended about young 
people, hard working, humorous, 
supportive of each other, ambitious, 
team workers and reliable ~ I’m 
sure they all have a successful future 
ahead of them. We had been reading 
limericks earlier in the summer term  
and decided to write a example 
for each Year 6 child for our final 
assembly. They are printed below 
– hope you enjoy them!

Year 6 were not the only leaving! 
In Mrs Dunn’s own words “retirement 
isn’t an ending, it’s the start of a new 
beginning”. We wish Mrs Dunn a 
very happy new beginning and know 
she will enjoy being able to spend 
more time with her granddaughter!

Faye’s Limerick
There was a young girl called 
Faye,

Who went to Bombay.

She loved to eat rice, 

but never ate mice.

Faye’s going again in May.

Sam’s Limerick
There once was a boy called Sam

Who was a Liverpool fan.

He supported the best

Ignored all the rest

And his favourite mascot was a 
lamb!

Issy’s Limerick 
Issy was a young girl from 
Cornwall,

Who wasn’t exactly normal.

She laughed all day

From April to May

But that’s just people from 
Cornwall!

Michael’s Limerick
There once was a boy called 
Michael.

He never had time to cycle.

He had a blue bike,

It wasn’t a trike

And that was lucky for Michael.

Elanna’s Limerick
Elanna Douglas-Saker

Is a trouble maker!

She pinched her brother

Who ran off to their mother,

Who said ‘I’ll put her in a boat and 
forsake her!’

Abbie’s Limerick
Abbie Matilda Brooks

Is one of the world’s best cooks.

She boiled up ham

And roasted lamb

And wrote all about it in books!

Dan The Man
There was a young boy called 
Dan

Who was an extreme Liverpool 
fan!

He put on his gear

And he had no fear

And collected a three month 
ban!

Maddie’s Limerick
There was a young girl called 
Maddie,

She never listened to her 
Daddy!

She stole all his money,

And thought it was funny

When her Dad threw a very 
big paddy!

Lucy’s Limerick
There once was a girl called 
Lucy

Whose Uncle always called her 
goosy!

She got out of bed

And hit his hard head,

Now Uncle Matt is feeling 
woosy!

Harriet’s Limerick
Harriet  was a girl from 
Cornwall,

Who was not born in Truro but 
St Austell.

She liked horse riding,

But kept on colliding,

With others that were rather 
abnormal!

Sophie’s Limerick
There was a young girl from 
Cornwall,

She really was not very tall at 
all,

Her name is Sophie,

She won a trophy,

For being the loudest of all! 

Bryony’s Limerick
Bryony loved to eat sweets,

But she hated the taste of meats!

She thought it was cruel

To slaughter a mule,

So vegetables are all she eats!

Charlotte’s Limerick
There once was a girl called Charlie,

Who unfortunately went very 
barmey!

She got stuck in a house,

Met a demented mouse

Who thought  he was made of 
barley! 

Josh’s Limerick
There was a young man called Josh,

Who liked to dress all posh!

His jacket was blue,

Very bright when new,

But the colour ran in the wash!

Alexander’s Limerick
There was a young man called Alex 
Buchanan

Ho liked to catch sea salmon!

He caught nothing at all,

Except an iron ball

Which he fired straight out of a 
cannon! 

Denis Wolff, who lived at the Old 
Rectory & Coach house, Lesnewth, 
from 1987 - 2001 died suddenly 
on 27/4/07 aged 73 years. He was 
currently living in Bridlington, 
East Yorks, close to family but 
had many happy memories of  his 
life in Cornwall & the friends he 
made there. He had left a request 
for his ashes to be laid to rest in 
the churchyard at St. Michael 
& All angels Church Lesnewth. 
Following cremation in Bridlington 
the Rev. Musser conducted the 
service at Lesnewth on 19/5/07 & 
the Cobweb (a favourite old haunt 
of Denis’s) provided refreshments. 
The family would like to thank 
people for their kind donations in 
his memory which have raised £307 
for Cornwall’s Air Ambulance. He 
is much loved & missed by his son 
Gregory, daughters Karen & Tracey, 
brother Tony & all who knew him.

Sadly, the following local 
people have passed away in 
recent weeks:
Alfie Biscombe
John Brown
Vera Dunville
George Smith
Condolences to their families 
and friends.

Denis Wolff

MYRTLE COTTAGE
BED & BREAKFAST & TEA GARDEN

FORE STREET, BOSCASTLE
CORNWALL

PL35 0AX
01840 250245

TEA, COFFEE, TV, CENTRAL HEATING

£27.50 per person per night

Carn awn SingerS
Musical Director - Mary Hooper
Accompanist - Maureen Wakeham
On a warm summer Sunday 
evening the church of St Protus & 
St Hyacinth in Blisland was full 
with villagers and visitors for a 
“Concert for Albion”, a celebration 
of English songs and poetry. The 
ladies of the Carn Awn Singers 
were once again on fine form with 
songs from all areas of England and 
from a variety of composers from 
Leslie Bricusse to John Rutter via 
Vaughan Williams. Two Cornish 
songs (Sweet Nightingale and the 
White Rose), both beautifully sung, 
were appreciated by local people, 
and after starting the evening with 
John Rutter’s “All things bright and 
beautiful” and “A Gaelic Blessing”, 
they ended the evening with his 
“The Lord Bless you and keep 
you”.

But in case you were thinking 
this was an evening of religious 
content only, nothing could be 
further from the truth. The songs 
were punctuated with Cliff Snell 
giving his frequently amusing stories 
and readings of John Betjeman’s 
poems about the ladies in his life. 
From Myfanwy Piper to Elizabeth 
Cavendish we were treated to 
many amusing anecdotes about 
how relationships were formed 
with the poet, how they developed 
and how they ended, often tinged 
with sadness. We completed the 
evening with his most popular lady 
Miss Joan Hunter- Dunne. Cliff’s 
delivery and style made for great 
entertainment. 

Adding another dimension to 
the evening Charles Whitehead read 
poems by Kipling (The Smuggler’s 
Song), Stanley Holloway (Sam) and 
W H Auden (Night Mail) who all 
have an anniversary of one sort or 
another this year and finished with 
Edward Lear’ Owl and Pussycat, a 
personal favourite.  JS
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The Brides of Davidstow 
- memories, music and 
mirth were the main 
ingredients for a weekend of 
festivities held in mid-June 
(rhymes with spoon and 
honeymoon) at Davidstow 
Parish Church.

Those of you who gave 
this lovely fund-raising 
event a miss (rhymes with 
bliss and kiss) definitely 
missed a treat,

First of all there was a 
marvellous exhibition of 
wedding dresses (rhymes 
with caresses) worn by 
brides who married at 

Davidstow Parish Church 
in past years - and not just 
gowns galore (....adore). 
There were headdresses, 
shoes, replica bouquets, 
original Orders of Service 
and certificates and several 
dozen photographs giving 
us an absolutely fascinating 
example of how not just 
fashions have changed 
over the years, but also 
the transformation from 
the “carnations and fern” 
bouquets of yesteryear to 
some simply wonderful 
floral creations of more 
recent times. Very 

interesting, too, to see the 
linking through marriage 
of some well-known local 
family names.

Two Ladies & Roger

As if that wasn’t enough, 
on Saturday 18th June, 
we enjoyed “An Evening 
With The Two Ladies and 
Roger” a delightful couple 
of hours (....flowers) 
“woven through (rhymes 
with woo and true) with 
song, verse and humour 
investigating the joyous 
(and, occasionally, the not 
so joyous!) aspects of love” 

The Brides of Davidstow

Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Marjorie Moore, wife of Robin, standing beside the 
wedding dress of a friend of hers at Sir James Smith’s 
Grammar School in Camelford.  The dress was the one 
Patsy Meaden née Jenkins, wore on that wonderful day 
in 1955.  Marjorie, who used to be PE teacher in various 
schools, said that Patsy always played as a goalkeeper in the 
School hockey team

to be taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere by a junior 
school teacher with over 20 years of experience of piano teaching 

in Cornwall.  Parents are welcome to attend the lessons For 
further details please ring

Peter L Henry BA, LTCL

 01840 770470

Vacancies exist for adults and children
(beginners or advanced) to have

Piano or Keyboard Lessons
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SUE  WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434
ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Come And See For Yourself
tel: 01840 250230

www.boscastle-oldmill.co.uk

THE OLD MILL
BOSCASTLE

Antiques
Prints

Old Books
Bears
Linen 

Soft Toys

Antique French Beds, Gifts, Cards, 
Children’s Clothes, Soft Furnishings, 

Tea Rooms ... and Much More!

Ann Hayne, née French, daughter of Bill (Dasher) French 
and Doris.  The wedding dress that she wore at her mar-
riage in in 1967 is on the right of the photograph and her 
daughter’s wedding dress is on the left.

The christening gown Ann is holding was first used in 1895 
by Bill’s mother.  All her children - Tommy, Marilyn, Billy 
and Ann - were christened in the gown, Ann in 1947 and 
Ann’s daughter Sally in 1970.  By coincidence, both Ann 
and Sally, were married on a November 23rd day, Ann in 
1967 and Sally in 1989

- so said the programme. 
Mary Baum and Clare 
Kingsbury, scintillating 
in slinky dresses and 
jewels, showered us with 
solos and duets old and 
new, including some very 
witty and clever original 
material by Mary herself. 
Roger Nicholls, a vision 
of sartorial elegance in his 
white tux’ and black tie, 
performed with his usual 
panache.

There were lots of 
smiling faces in the 
audience as the talented trio 
sang and recited to us, from 
the pulpit and nave, a lively 
and varied programme. 
Peter Chisholm-Taylor 
and David Lamond (....
fond) played their part 
(...heart) with their 
evocative rendition of 
that old favourite “You’ll 
Never Know” followed 
later by “Love Changes 
Everything” from “Aspects 
of Love” - very nice (...
rice). It would be very 
difficult to highlight (....

Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

The Brides of Davidstow
twilight) particular items 
from the show - Mary’s 
“Recipe For Marriage”, 
“Ten Little Rabbits”, Clare’s 
“Romance”, “Pictures in My 
Mind”, and Roger’s “The 
Future Mrs. Hawkins” and 
“I’ve Only Been Married 
a Week” were great and it 
was all delightful.

E v e r y o n e  w a s 
accompanied by the 
versatile and brilliant 
Esme Upcott in truly 
professional fashion - what 
a star! Suffice to say that 
from the opening number 
to the final “The Bells Are 
Ringing” (rhymes with 
singing) which we all did 
with much enjoyment, this 
was a lovely way to spend 
an evening (cue for another 
song?)

Arranging and 
presenting this event 
entailed a great deal of 
work and all those involved 
are to be congratulated and 
given our thanks for their 
efforts.

ML
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Forrabury and Minster Parish 
Council meet in the Village 
Hall on the second Thursday of 
each month.
Members of the public are 
invited to attend. There is 
a short period for public 
participation at 7 pm before 
the start of the meeting.
At the July meeting of 
the Council the following 
officers were elected:-
Tree Wardens: Cllrs 
Findlay and Arthan
Police Liaison The Parish 
Clerk
Footpaths and Seats: 
Cllrs Bannister, Arthan, 
Little and Hedley Venning
Nation Trust liaison: The 
Parish Clerk
CCC Highways: Cllrs 
Bannister, Dawson and 
Malcolm Grant
Civil Defence: Cllrs Jarvis 
and Findlay
War Memorial: Cllr Day 
and Olaf Sargint
Traffic: Cllrs Bannister, 
Findlay, Dawson, Jarvis 
and Hedley Venning
Boscastle Website: Cllrs 
Bannister, Brewer and 
John Wakelin
Best Kept Village: Cllr 
Day

Village Hall: Cllr Findlay, 
Ron Hart and Hedley 
Venning
Sewage Action Group: 
Cllrs Bannister, Jarvis and 
Graham King
Planning Applications
Construction of replacement 
bridge on land adjacent to 
Lower Bridge Boscastle

At the July meeting several 
people from the public 
spoke against the proposal, 
and following lengthy 
discussion the Council 
voted to refuse the 
application on the grounds 
that it would be out of 
keeping in a conservation 
area and that there were 
safety issues with the 
handrail.
Revised planning application 
for the Bottreaux Garage 
development
At a planning meeting 
on 02/08, members 
of the public voiced 
their concerns over this 
application with particular 
reference to surface water, 
culvert flooding, sewage 
capacity, tree preservation 
and street lighting. The 
Council discussed the issue 

and refused the application 
on the basis of the above 
points and on grounds 
of overdevelopment of 
the site and insufficient 
affordable homes.
Gateway Building
At a planning meeting on 
30/08, a revised planning 
application was presented 
to the Council. After 
discussion it was decided 
that the plans were a 
considerable improvement. 
The application was 
approved by 5 votes to 2.
Sewage Action Group
South West Water 
apparently favour the 
treatment works to be on 
the Tresuck site but no 
planning application has 
been received as yet.
Playground
The installation of all the 
playground equipment is 
complete. There have been 
concerns regarding unruly, 
noisy behaviour by older 
children. Situation to be 
monitored. An official 
opening ceremony to be 
held in September.
An operational committee 
will oversee all aspects of 
the playing field and will 
comprise of Cllrs. Findlay 
and Brewer, Ron Hart plus 
two members each from 
the Primary School and 
the Football Club.

HAIR
&

 BEAUTY

01840 213974
14 Market Place

Camelford

Monthly Special Offers 

Housing is a subject ever 
in the news and rightly so. 
I am delighted the new 
Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, has made it a 
priority issue and at least 

set a target of 3 million 
new homes. What does 
worry me is the loss of 
green field sites or any 
highly productive land 
not only to housing but to 
roads and runways in the 
light of Global Population 
Explosion.

The Lyons Report 
on Regeneration say 
“Planning must be at 
the heart of creating a 
sustainable and strong 
community, District 
Councils has controlled 
and not led” Herein lies 
an immediate problem 
for the Government, 
when Local Government 
often obstructs the re-
development of brown 
field sites. I am all for 
maintaining the character 
of our little towns and 
villages, even the little 
isolated hamlets, but 
I am often frustrated 
by District Council 
decisions to turn down 
some infilling, and of old 
redundant businesses, or 
barn conversions in some 
country areas, which are 
actually screaming out 
for more people to help 
sustain a community 
life. Perhaps the One 
Cornwall One Council 
Unitary Authority will 
resolve this issue!

I will write on the new 
Unitary Authority which 
comes into being on 1st 
April 2009, in my next 
article in the Blowhole.

Please do not hesitate 
to contact me on any 
issue or concerns you may 
have on 01840 770302

Glenton Brown
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Lower Meadows
Quality En-suite B&B Accommodation


Offering a warm welcome, our own parking, 
all facilities and above all a relaxing stay.

Anne & Adrian Prescott
Lower Meadows
Boscastle

01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk

R. MEARS
& Sons

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Vac & Brush

01840 261 221/337
07737 53392

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Call Mobile 07989 327 873
OR 07968 808 135

FREE QUOTATIONS

TRISTAN PARTRICK
D. ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION

It’s now three years since 
heavy rain burst the river 
banks in Boscastle and 
devastated the village.  
At that time, the local 
red call box was washed 
away.  At first, we were 
promised a replacement 
but it’s never emerged, 
and BT has reneged on a 
series of promises. Local 
people are now very angry 
that BT hasn’t just got on 
with the job.  I want to 
show BT the strength of 
feeling that surrounds the 
need for a phone, in an 
area where mobile signal 
is non-existent and the 
nearest box is 3/4 miles up 
a virtually vertical hill!  For 
one thing, if there were 
another emergency in the 
village, the lack of a box 
could delay vital calls to 
the rescue services.  BT 
makes millions ever year 
from communities like 
ours; the least they can 
do is serve us properly.  
As this edition of the 
Blowhole goes to press, 
I’m planning to get local 
people signing up to a 
petition to the Chief 
Executive of BT to get 
things moving.  We’ll 
have started by the time 
you read this but if you’d 
like extra sheets to add 
your voice, get in touch 
with my office on 01566 
777123.  I’ll also put 
details on my website:
www.danrogerson.org 

MP Dan Rogerson
writes:

New beginnings
In November 2007 
work begins to convert 
the former retail unit 
(formerly Cornish 
Goodies and more 
recently Boscastle 
Trading Company) into 
a café. This work was 
delayed from over the 
summer when it was felt 
the works would be too 
disruptive to the lower 
harbour area. The café is 
planned to open around 
Easter 2008.

The Old Forge has 
reopened.  Formerly 
the National Trust shop 
it is now a gallery and 
studio run by Helen 
Setterington and Andy 
Humphries.

Valency Valley; 
Management

A guided walk was led in 
July by the Environment 
Agency and National 
Trust to explain the 
proposed work within 
the valley. This future 
work will reduce the risk 
of trees and sediment 
contributing to flood 
events up to a 1:75 
return period.

Jeff Cherrington,
National Trust,

Assistant Property Manager

01288 331372

or email:

THE 
NATIONAL

TRUST

jeff.cherrington@nationaltrust.org.uk

Opticians now open in Camelford
JS EyEcarE / andrEw rEynoldS

opticianS
5 Market Place, Camelford
Telephone 01840 213011

Complete spectacles from £ 39.00
Feel free to call in an browse our wide selection 

of frames including designer ranges
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Bryan Ede writes:
As I sat down to write this article 
for the Blowhole the words of a line 
from a one-time popular song came 
to mind “I say to myself what a 
wonderful world”.

Quite often I am driving from 
Crackington Haven into Boscastle 
and catch sight of the view from 
the high point on that road which 
enables one to see the cliff scenery 
south of Boscastle toward Tintagel 
and beyond to Trevose Head. It is 
at such times that those words come 
to mind and remind me that there 
is a creative mind behind this world 
– God.

Over the past few weeks the 
annual Season of Harvest has been 
in full swing and this causes me to 
ponder of all that comes from small 
seeds, human activity and the impact 
of that which we attribute to nature 
– the soil, sunshine, wind and rain 
which all have their part to play. 
What is more amazing is that some 
crops actually grow from seed to 
being ready for harvest in less than 
3 months – the beetroot is such an 
example. Those who have gained a 
detailed knowledge of vegetables and 
plants are able to plan for crops to 
be ready when they are required – 
knowledge which our Supermarkets 
capitalise on in their contracts with 
producers.

When I start thinking in these 
ways I am reminded of the children’s 
song “Who put the colours in the 
rainbow” which includes words 
like:-
Who put the scent into the roses?
Who taught the honey bee to dance?
Who put the tree inside the acorn?
It surely can’t be chance!

After some more lines that ask 
similar questions the punch line is:-

God made all of these!
The intricacy of the natural – 

God created world – and the inter-
relatedness of it never cease to amaze 
me especially when I recall the things 
that we are now able to achieve with 
the knowledge now available to us 
– with more yet to be discovered. 
It is the knowledge of the cycles of 
life, which is enabling humankind to 
have the advantages of the healthcare 
that we now have. Just ponder the 
intricacies of X-rays, anaesthetics, and 
the human body which all come to 
the fore in even what we now regard 
as simple operations.

The Harvest season is a time for 
pondering and giving thanks to our 
Creator, God for ‘his wonderful 
world’ of which we are an important 
and intricate part. I hope that you 
will stop to ponder and give thanks.

Bryan Ede

Our Harvest Celebrations 
at Boscastle Methodist 
Church will be on Sunday 
30th September, at 11am 
and 6pm, and Monday 1st 
October at 7.30p.m.

Jenny Coles writes:
As you are all aware by now, Revd 
Christine Musser has moved from 
Boscastle to Pirbright in Surrey. She 
was given a warm welcome at her 
licensing and induction and a group 
of 15 people went up from here to 
support her at that service.

Plans are in hand to prepare the 
Parish profile and ‘Statement of 
Needs’ (job description) to enable 
the Diocese of Truro to advertise for 
a new priest-in-charge.

It will take time until the new 
priest, whoever he/she is, can be with 
us. In the meantime, there are people 
who can help you.

We are very lucky to have Fr Rob 
Yeomans, a recently retired priest 
who was Chaplain at the hospice 
in Exeter, now willing and able to 
take many of our services during the 
vacancy. Our pattern of services is 
being maintained as far as possible 
and details of services for each month 
are on the church notice boards. Rob 
is very pleased to talk with anyone 
needing confidential, pastoral or 
spiritual; advice. His telephone 
number is 01566 781570

In the case of applications for 
baptism, marriages or funerals, 
please contact, in the first instance, 
our Rural Dean, Revd Canon Rob 
Dickenson and he will be pleased to 
help and advise you.

If you would like any general 
help or assistance please contact the 
churchwarden for your parish and he/
she will be pleased to help. Telephone 
numbers for all churchwardens are 
on the back of the monthly church 
newsletter and displayed on the 
church notice boards.

If you would like to contribute 
something to the newsletter, or for 
all queries regarding administration 
and the Rectory office please contact 
Jennie Coles on 01840 212336.

The sharp eared among you will 
have noticed that if you dial the old 
Rectory number you get an unhelpful 
recorded message. I am trying to 
get BT to reinstate the number and 
calls diverted. So far with many 
hours spent on the phone to them 
I have been unsuccessful, but I shall 
continue the fight!                      JC
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Memories of Caroline Henderson

One of the nurses said to Jill and me 
on Tuesday night “Your Mum’s a lovely 
lady!” I knew she meant it genuinely 
and honestly but it didn’t sit quite right. 
Jill had the wit to sum up what I was 
feeling and said very kindly but as if she 
was stating a definitive fact, “She’s a bit 
of a character, actually!”

Caroline was born in October 1939 
in Hereford. Her family was making 
the best of their wartime situation, 
living apart from her father who was 
working in London and with poor 
health. It must have been an uncertain 
start. The family moved back to Ealing 
to be reunited after the war. She told 
happy stories abut her rabbit Peter, the 
neighbours and her father’s humour. 
Drilling hanging holes in everything 
with his new electric drill including 
the bread board and the apples. Stories 
about looking after their car William in 
which she learnt to drive during the fuel 
shortages after the war. The weekly dose 
of senna pods. Private conversations 
carried on between parents in morse 
code using the cutlery. The difficult 
thing about home was her father’s weak 
heart and there was a standing order 
of “Don’t upset your Father”. I always 
imagined this to be where she learnt her 
legendary stoicism.

She went to Notting Hill and Ealing 
High School. I think she liked the 
discipline and structure of the school or 
at least looked back on it and this time 
in general with fondness. She spoke of 
changing socks on the bus to school 
because the sensible ones her mother 
insisted upon were too embarrassing 
and of having a ribbon to distinguish 
indoor and outdoor shoes.

Caroline has a knack for spooky 
coincidences. She was walking I think 
down near Minster one day and passed 
someone who said “You’re Caroline 
Hayns aren’t you. I went to school with 
you.” I think that this was the first time 
she’d met Phillipa since school and I 
had always been surprised that Phillipa 
recognised her so confidently until I 
saw the card Phillipa sent my Dad, 
made using a school photo. She has 
really changed very little. In it she has 
her trademark smile – and her eyebrows 
that have not changed even though 
she has singed them off so many times 
getting over enthusiastic over bonfires.

It was while they were on holidays 
in the country that Caroline fell in 
love with farming. She left school at 16 
and worked on a farm for a year before 
going to Seal Hayne College in Newton 
Abbott where by all accounts she spent 
happy years learning about Dairying, 
cows and making friends that she would 
keep throughout her life. Caroline 
still seems to know friends from every 
period of her life. I think this says that 
she’s had many happy times to cement 
such friendships.

When Caroline left college she 
worked as a relief milker. Some of the 
places were pretty desperate with no 
electricity and lots of rats. After her 
father had died, her mother bought had 
her a blue van (known as Bill Jones) 
and this enabled her to travel to farms 
all over the country.

There is a lot to milking and looking 
after someone else’s farm on your own, 
let alone a strange farm that you arrive 
at in the dark. She was only in her very 
early twenties and she had no childhood 
experience of working on a farm to fall 
back on. She must have worked with the 
other milkers as an equal, and this is how 

things always were at Condolden too. 
Dad and Mum valued one another and 
could rely on one another’s judgement 
- farmers working in partnership rather 
than a farmer and his wife.

Mr Marfell at Ruggin in Somerset was 
one farmer who particularly requested 
Caroline as his relief milker. Donald 
had just finished his National Service 
and was working on the next door farm 
for Major Cubitt. Donald was sharing a 
small caravan with the pig man on the 
farm. Dad said the pig man’s trousers 
were so caked in muck that he used to 
stand them in the corner of the caravan 
when he’d finished work. His existence 
must have therefore been considerably 
brightened by Young Farmers evenings, 
especially as Caroline gave him a lift in 
her Blue Van. It must have been quite a 
challenge to get yourself ready for a date 
when you were sharing a small caravan 
with the pig man and his trousers. 

The Major didn’t like his cowman 
associating with the girl on the next 
farm and unfortunately for him tried to 
sort things out by phoning Mr Marfell 
who immediately responded by inviting 
Donald round for supper. Their love 
was nurtured and encouraged by Ian 
the AI man who took “messages” 
between them as he visited the two 
farms. They were married at Seer Green 
in Buckinghamshire in 1963.

In 1964 Jill was born, closely 
followed by me in 1965. We moved to 
Oxfordshire and then Devon and then to 
Kittisford near Wellington in Somerset 
in 1967. Kittisford was a magical place. 
Mum and Dad built up a small herd 
of breeding sows, reared ducks and 
made hay and in the big walled garden 
grew vegetables and fruit to sell. The 
poor Blue Van was now showing its 
age. The floor fell out in the middle 
of Wellington with Jill and me in the 
back and the horn and the semaphore 
indicators used to stick on from time to 
time. It got dumped in a quarry and we 
moved on to a car. It’s only recently that 
I have seen the importance of the Blue 
Van. In my mind it fancifully represents 
Caroline’s independence and in it Dad 
and Jill and me being taken under her 
wing.

A service held at Lesnewth Church in 
July, celebrating the life of Caroline 
Henderson raised more than £850 
for Shelter Box, and £900 for Mount 
Edgecombe Hospice, with donations 
still being received at this time. The 
charity Shelter Box was chosen by 
Caroline, who had always held the 
importance of the charities work close 
to her heart. Caroline and husband 
Donald had given  much of their time 
fund raising for Shelter Box and in doing 
so raised awareness to everyone of the 
charities importance of supplying well 
chosen items for shelter and survival 
in times of disaster worldwide. Shelter 
Box have informed us that 3 boxes have 
been completed and sent to the floods 
in Asia. The Henderson family express 
their gratitude to all who helped achieve 
this remarkable amount.

The following recollection is by 
Caroline & Donald’s son Tim:

continues on page 14
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Memories of Caroline
My Grandparents had 

moved to Condolden in 
1959 and then we moved 
there at Christmas in 1969. 
In contrast to Kittisford, 
Condolden at that time was 
not a magical place although 
it grew to be a place of 
beauty and safety and to be 
our home. Farming was hard 
work and we had little money. 
Also the pigs used to escape 
and one in particular used to 
make a bee line for Granny 
Brenda’s back door and ring 
the door bell. She didn’t like 
pigs. She wasn’t amused. Pigs 
became uneconomic and 
Mum and Dad concentrated 
on the dairy herd instead, 
started making cream, butter 
and renowned fudge.

Caroline has always been 
involved with things in the 
community. She started on 
the PTA helping with the cake 
stall. Then she got involved 
with doing Meals on Wheels 
and inevitably became the 
rota organiser. She found 
this quite frustrating at times 
because people would ring 
up and say they had visitors 
coming and they couldn’t do 
their turn. She would ring 
round trying to find others 
to cover but would often 
end up doing it herself. If 
we had visitors, our visitors 
would end up doing it with 
her and I used to wonder 
what they thought about 
this. I think they probably 
loved it – it made a change 
and I think this was part 
of my Mum’s charm. She 
wasn’t afraid to get on with 
what needed doing. It didn’t 
seem to occur to her that our 
visitors might have preferred 
to go to the beach or sight 
seeing. Anyhow, the visitors 
always came back again. It is 
just part of the wholesome, 
homemade bread approach 
to life for which Caroline is 
known.

Bell ringing started as 
something Jill and Mum did 
together at Lanteglos while we 
were still at Primary School. 
This was what brought Mum 
and Jill to Lesnewth and 
then when we left home, 
Dad too. They’ve rung in 
many parishes and at ringing 
festivals over the years and 
made many more friends. 
They became gradually more 
involved with the running of 
the church at Lesnewth with 
Dad becoming a church 
warden for a time and 
Mum Secretary. They have 
made so many good friends 
through the Boscastle group 
of churches. These have been 
Caroline’s co-workers for 
many years now, getting on 
with Lunch Club catering or 
whatever other job is in hand. 
She and Dad have worked 
with them to set up a dozen 
or more Strawberry Suppers, 
Revels and Epiphany carol 
services; together they put 
on a Wedding Dress show, 
organised a new Church roof 
and helped with the thankless 
money raising that goes with 
it. Mammoth plant sales are 
just one of the many things 
she and Dad have done  to 
help fund the Church. She 
had so little time at the end 
but she was so grateful and 
I think proud that so many 
people she had got to know 
in this corner of Cornwall 
took the trouble to visit her 
or sent their best wishes and 
love.

We didn’t do holidays 
when I was young but you 
don’t need to so much when 
you love living in Cornwall. 
Aunty Mary and her family 
came down most years and 
this was something she 
looked forward to very much. 
As well as simply enjoying 
seeing them I think it was 
important to her to keep in 
touch with the Hayns side 

of her family and to keep in 
touch with the times before 
her father died.

Our children, Sam, Isabel, 
Joe and Lauren have loved 
their Nana and have always 
been excited at the prospect 
of visiting her. They have all 
loved being in her garden 
with her and Joe and Lauren 
have loved her coming to 
plays and concerts at school 
and Trigg.

Caroline loved the 
outdoors and Cornwall. She 
has been walking the Coast 
Path with her niece Becca for 
the last few years and even 
in the last month said she 
was determined to finish it. 
She will have to put up with 
finishing it in a matchbox 
now. She loved the history 
and the scenery of Bodmin 
Moor and Dartmoor and 
was so pleased when Dad got 
his new knees and was able 
to walk a bit again with her.

I think that her interest 
and knowledge in Cornwall 
must have been a great asset 
too when she did her weekly 
stint in the Visitor Centre 
where she got to grips with 
all sorts of technology.

Cows were Caroline’s 
working life but gardening 
with Donald has been her 
leisure since. If you haven’t 
seen their garden in April 
and May you should go and 
have a wander round. It’s 
a real treat. When you do, 
remember that part of it was 
a field a few years ago. I think 
their longstanding interest 
in conservation and the 
experience of planting many 
of the trees and shelterbelts 
you can see at Condolden 
have paid off in their new 
garden. They’ve also enjoyed 
meetings and outings 
with the Cornwall Garden 
Society and stewarded at the 
Boconnoc Spring Show for a 
couple of years.

Something else Caroline 
casually took up over the last 
ten years was stained glass. She 
had a wonderful teacher and 
in typical style nonchalantly 
became very good at it 
accepting little praise. She 
worried over whether the 
two round windows she did 
for this church fulfilled their 
purpose.

We were looking at a 
book of Celtic stained glass 
designs recently and one of 
the pictures reminded me of 
when our house at Condolden 
used to fill up with people 
for the summer. There were 
so many people that Mum 
used to buy cornflakes in a 
catering crate which lasted 
about a week. It was great 
fun packing lots of people 
into the house and Mum and 
Dad slept in the garage with 
the dust blowing in when 
it was hot and the risk of a 
big puddle on the floor if it 
rained. Our various pets gave 
us great entertainment and 
our friends Sue and John 
made us laugh until our sides 
hurt about their dog bum-
shuffling across the lawn. 

Caroline’s faith was 
very strong and I think this 
helped her to face death with 
optimism. Jill’s son Sam said 
he hopes that Nana is on the 
same cloud up in the sky as 
their dog Tedn who went up 
to the sky a few years ago. For 
me my Mum is hardwired 
in my head and in the way 
she taught me how to peel 
potatoes and use a yard brush. 
She set high expectations for 
her family and dealt with 
achievement in a matter of 
fact way that was sometimes 
hard to accept. But she gave 
us a foundation to build our 
lives on that runs through 
everything we do. I think 
when I hear her in my head 
she will be saying “Get on 
with it dear!”

Tim Henderson

continued from p13
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Opening Hours and Useful Phone Numbers

Boscastle Newsagent
Tel:  01840 250419

Cash machine during business hours
Open daily at 7.00 am

Mobile Library
Tel:  01208 812202

Calls on alternate Thursdays:
14th & 28th September, 11th & 25th 

October, 8th & 22nd November, 
6th & 20th December

Wellington Hotel:                 11.30 – 11.40
Barn Park, Tintagel Road:   11.45 – 12.05

Camelford Library
Town Hall, Market Place

Tel:  01840 212409
 Tuesday 10.00 - 5.00
 Thursday 10.00 - 5.00
 Friday  10.00 - 4.00
 Saturday 09.30 - 12.30

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel

Tel:  01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday

9am - 5pm
(Wintertime 9am -4pm) 

Boscastle Post Office
Tel: 01840 250259

Monday    8.30am - 1pm   2pm - 5p
Tuesday       9am - 1pm    2pm - 5pm
Wednesday  9am - 1pm   2pm - 5pm
Thursday      9am - 1pm   2pm - 5pm
Friday     
Saturday 9.00 - 12.00 
FREE Cash machine  for  Lloyds TSB,
Barclays, Alliance & Leicester,  Co-op, 

Nationwide and many others

Emergency Services:   Coastguard, 
Fire, Police, Ambulance:             Dial 999

Police Station: 
For non-urgent issues: eg to report a crime 
or  criminal damage, to request police advice 
or attendence, to enquire about lost property, 
to be connected to a police station, service or 
department:           08452 777 444

Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours 
emergency doctor:         01840 250209

NHS Direct (24 hour helpline):  0845 4647
Hospitals: 

Bodmin - East Cornwall         01208 251555
Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Launceston General         01566 765650
Minor Injuries Unit open8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week

Stratton          01288 287700
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week

 Truro -Treliske          01872 250000
 Plymouth - Derriford         08451 558155

Dental Helpline:          0845 5000 230

NHS Emergency Dental Appt: 01872 354 385

RSPCA:             08705 555999

Boscastle Visitor Centre:         01840 250010

Local Churches:
Church of England                01840 250359
Methodist                              01840 770274
Catholic                                 01840 770663

Harbourmaster:                    01840 250453 
Parish Council:

website:     www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk
clerk:                     01840 250440
email clerk:        formin.parish@virgin.net

Village Hall: 
Bookings:                     01840 250558 
Pay phone:           01840 250171

Community & Recreation Centre:
Bookings:                     01840 250442

Cornwall County Council:
Switchboard:          01872 322000

North Cornwall District Council:
Main Switchboard          01208 893333
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St Julitta Church in the 
Parish of Lanteglos has also 
been the parish church for 
the residents of Camelford 
for the past 700 years. Sadly, 
like many other parish 
churches St Julitta is in a 
poor state of repair.  Fund 
raising is all-important and 
a weekend in July saw the 
church amassed with the 
most wonderful  floral 
displays depicting book 
titles. The quality of the 
39 arrangements was such 
that many would not have 
looked out of place in any 
cathedral flower festival.

Local organisations, 
as diverse as the Guides 
and Brownies, St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade, 
Camelford AFC and the 

Town Council, to name 
but a few, chose book titles 
equally diverse in subject 
matter on which to base 
their arrangements.

All of the arrangements 
were absolutely lovely, 
apologies to those whose 
arrangement is not 
mentioned specifically, but 
a few stood out as being 
exceptional in one-way or 
another. 

Entry to the church was 
through an arch of pale 
blue hydrangea’s, which 
framed the main door and 
showed the way through 
“The Secret Garden”. 

Camelford Town 
Trust’s interpretation of 
“Shaka Zulu”, a striking arrangement of rich dark 

red gladioli, burnt orange 
protea and gerbera with 
dried grasses and the all 
important spear and animal 
skin shield, was beautifully 
arranged and really 
captured the imagination.

A complete contrast was 

Lanteglos Flower 
Festival 2007

Bowood Park Golf Club’s 
interpretation of “Winnie 
the Pooh”, with its use 
of dark foliage against 
bright, happy, yellow and 
orange flowers, cleverly 
incorporating Piglet, Eyore 
and Winnie, butterflies, 
kite and pooh sticks, it 

Joan Goodman and ‘Alice in Wonderland’

Boscastle Post Office
YOUR LOCAL BANK
FREE cash withdrawals for:

 Nationwide
 Barclays
 Lloyds TSB
 Alliance & Leicester
 CO-OP
 All other Banks basic accounts

PLUS:
●	Motor	vehicle	licensing
●	Bill	paying
●	Photocopying	and	laminating
●	Mobile	phone	top-ups
●	Greetings	cards	and	stationery

David and Susan

Tel: 01840 250 259 

The Bottreaux Restaurant 
Boscastle

2 AA rosettes
Keith Robbins welcomes you to one of Cornwall’s 
finest restaurants to enjoy a delicious meal, using 

fresh local produce ~ 2 courses £23, 3 courses £28

Relax before dinner in the comfortable fully 
licensed slate floored 16th century bar.

Rooms available from £32.50 
per person per night B&B

Tel. 01840 250 231
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Relieve stress & tension with a 
back/body Swedish massage. 
Relaxing aromatherapy/holistic 

massage with soothing 
essential oils.

Facial massage

LYNNE KELLY
By appointment only - Home visits by arrangement

St Gennys & Local areas
I.T.E.C. Qualified Physical Therapist

Tel: 07751 508800

Specific medical conditions i.e. trapped nerves 
and whiplash. Skin disorders - psoriasis, 
eczema. Arthritis/rheumatism, sciatic pain, 
minor aches and pains. 
Slimming Treatment. G5.

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle

(01840) 250248

Paintings by local artists 
A wide selection of prints and cards plus 

an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets. 

THE BOSCASTLE SKETCHBOOK
Explore the landscape of this
unique and historic location.
Author/artist and qualified
lecturer, Deborah King,
invites you to work with her
to create your own
sketchbook, visual diary,
portrait of a place.

For further details please ring: 01840 250456
www.boscastle-sketchbook.co.uk

____________________________________

certainly captured the fun 
and antics of the book.

“Goodbye Mr Chips”, 
the arrangement for 
Camelford AFC was a 
perfect interpretation 
of the book, depicting a 
schoolroom with teacher’s 
mortarboard and gown, 
against what could only be 
described as a just lovely 
arrangement of flowers, in 
varying form, texture and 
shades of orange.

One would not perhaps 
of expected to find Jane 
Torville and Christopher 
Dean’s ice skates at a flower 
festival, but the Royal British 
Legion’s representation of 
“Facing the Music” cleverly 
incorporated blades with its 
display of icy white flowers 
and spiky blue eryngium.

There were so many 
more excellent displays 
one could write about, 
“Harry Potter” in deep red 
flowers, complete with owl, 
broomstick and candles. 
“The ABC of Gardening”, 
an abundance of arranged 
vegetables, a happy 
scarecrow, which obviously 
didn’t mind this year’s 
rain, with a beautiful deep 
pink/purple arrangement 
of flowers, but one 

display seemed to be just 
outstanding; this was the 
Camelford Conservative 
Club’s interpretation of 
“Pygmalion”, a display that 
could only be described 
as exquisite. A beautifully 
arranged pedestal of foliage 
sprayed gold, with large 
white roses, carnations 
and gladioli, adorned with 
sparkling tiara and jewels, 
to depict the society ball 
and in contrast, showed the 
basket of simple blue posies 
and ragged coat of the 
flower girl Eliza Doolittle.  

Some would say that the 
Lanteglos flower festival 
must rate as one of the best 
in the area this year and 
Joan Goodman, the Flower 
Festival Organiser, should 
have been extremely pleased 
and proud that all her hard 
work was rewarded.  As well 
as overseeing events, Joan 
also found time for her own 
display depicting “Alice in 
Wonderland”, she used red 
and white carnations to 
form the playing cards and 
cleverly incorporated the 
looking glass, rabbit, mad 
hatter and tea party. Suffice 
to say that the refreshments 
did not have any wildlife in 
the teapot!!!

Lanteglos Flower Festival 2007

Boscastle
Gates, Railings, Fire Grates

Weather Vanes, Security Bars
Ornamental Ironwork, Welding

Tel: 01840 261340

DAVID WASHER
Building Contractor

‘Penlea’, Tintagel Road, Boscastle

Tel: 01840 250635
Mobile: 07967 507457
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Doctor’s Corner

We sell freshly 
baked pasties, 
handmade cakes, 
scones and pastries, 
sandwiches, rolls 
& baguettes made 
fresh to order and 
a large range of 
breads, crisps & 
handmade cookies, 

malcolm Barnecutt

4 Bridge Walk, Boscastle, PL35 0HE

tel: 01840 250205

take-away teas, coffee, drinking chocolate  
Plus a large range of cold drinks.

By way of a change I’m 
writing about a totally 
clinical subject this time. 
Several men – and even 
more women - have asked 
about the need for a PSA 
test for themselves or their 
partners. There have been 
a considerable number of 
articles about this test in the 
press recently but in spite of 
this there still seems to be 
some confusion as to how 
effective it is for screening 
for prostate cancer. Some 
have inaccurately viewed 
it as the male version of 
mammograms or cervical 
smears – however this is 
completely inaccurate. It 

Psa Testing For Prostate Cancer
thus seemed appropriate 
to write a few words of 
explanation on the subject.

While it is very easy to 
do this simple blood test its 
usefulness is still a matter 
of considerable debate and 
some disagreement. In an 
ideal world it would be very 
helpful to have a foolproof 
screening test that could 
be carried out in all men 
above a certain age - but 
we are certainly not at that 
point yet.

Prostate cancer is the 
second most common 
cause for cancer deaths 
in men and accounts for 
about 22000 new cases per 
year. It is rare below the 
age of 50 and the average 
age at diagnosis is 75 years. 
Generally the greater the age 
of the patient at diagnosis 
– the less aggressive is the 
disease. In older men many 
prostate cancers are very 
much non-invasive – that 
is to say it doesn’t spread 

and the affected person 
may suffer no ill effects of 
the disease and live to a 
ripe old age.

The PSA test measures 
prostate specific antigen 
- a chemical released from 
the prostate and this can 
be raised for reasons other 
than prostate cancer. Of 
every three men with a 
raised PSA level, two will 
not have prostate cancer. 
To add to our difficulty a 
very small number of cases 
of prostate cancer will not 
have a raised PSA.

In summary, if the 
PSA level is not raised it is 
unlikely that the individual 
has cancer and no further 
action is usually necessary. 
If it is slightly raised then 
again the probability is that 
it is not cancer but further 
tests may be needed. If the 
PSA is significantly raised 
then referral on for further 
investigations and biopsy 
will be necessary.

My advice is this. If 
men over the age of 50 
years are experiencing 
increased frequency of 
passing water at night, 
difficulty in starting to 
pass water, a poor stream 
or dribbling afterwards 
– they should consult their 
doctor. The GP’s usual 
course of action will be to 
take a history, arrange for 
a urine sample check and 
PSA blood test. At a later 
date a simple - and painless 
- digital examination of 
the prostate will be carried 
out. The GP can then 
discuss the history, the 
physical findings and the 
test results with the patient 
and come to a decision on 
whether any further action 
is needed.

In summary, consult 
your doctor if you are 
having symptoms that may 
relate to your prostate but, 
at the present time, the 
PSA test is far from being a 
useful screening test.

Dr Chris Jarvis

Market Place
Camelford

01840 212315

42 Fore Street
Bodmin

01208 72328

The Rock
Port Isaac

01208 880355

www.sproullllp.co.uk
We offer all our clients a complete legal service

CONVEYANCING
PROBATE

WILLS
CHILDCARE

DIVORCE
CRIMINAL WORK

ACCIDENTS
LANDLORD/TENANT

BUSINESSES

S P RO U L L
SOLICITORS
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Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
June & Fred Siford

Sunnyside
The Harbour, Boscastle, PL35 0HD

Tel: 01840 250453

CORNISH STORES
THE VILLAGE SHOP

Open daily all year round
For all your Grocery and 

every day essentials

Wholesale / Retail Fruit and Vegetables 
available to the catering trade

Why not give us a ring to discuss 
your catering needs?

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE 
 01840 250344

Garden bonfires can ruin 
neighbourly relations. 

Bonfires produce smoke 
and smells which can 
annoy neighbours as well as 
damaging the environment. 
Garden trimmings that are 
still green give off lots of 
smoke, and materials like 
plastics and rubber create 
poisonous chemicals when 
they are burnt. Bonfires 
are definitely not the most 
environmentally friendly 
way of getting rid of waste. 
NCDC recommend that 
you dispose of garden waste 
in other ways:
♦composting – 
householders can get 
reduced price compost 
bins from the RecycleNow 
Home Composting 
Scheme for further details 
please call 0845 073 2002
♦taking the waste to a civic 
amenity site 
♦using garden waste sacks 
which are collected along 
with the domestic refuse 
(sacks are on sale at council 
offices)

Whilst there are no 
bylaws regarding domestic 
bonfires and there are no 

Garden
Bonfires

specific times of day when 
bonfires are prohibited, 
under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990, if 
someone persistently causes 
a nuisance through lighting 
bonfires, the Council can 
take action to prevent 
further problems.
If you feel you must have a 
bonfire, follow this advice 
to minimise the impact on 
your neighbours and the 
environment:
♦only burn dry material 
♦never burn anything 
containing rubber, plastic, 
foam or paint or household 
rubbish 
♦never add oil or other 
fuels to a fire 
♦check the weather 
conditions 
♦avoid damp days when 
the smoke will linger 
♦avoid warm sunny days 
when your neighbours are 
using their gardens or have 
washing on the line 
♦try to make sure that 
smoke does not blow 
directly into neighbouring 
properties or onto roads

Also Workshop to Let

Tregath Business Units
Camelford Station
Cornwall
PL32 9TZ

Mini-digger - self drive

Mini-digger + Operator

Dumper

Disc Cutters    Road Drills

Pumps            Compactors

Generators             etc etc

SMEETH
HIRE

Phone: 01840 211220
Mobile: 07782 393 887

2 2 2
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Introduction
‘What prompted me 
to commence writing 
this work, and what 
prompted me to interest 
myself and to ponder, and 
in my quiet moments, 
to sit down and outline 
thought? It was to walk 
up through the Valency 
Valley, listen to the song 
of the birds, the cuckoo 
with its repetition of 
notes, the woodpigeon 
with its wooing sounds, 
to be wrapt up with 
nature and lost to the 
outer world. And then 
to walk along the paths 
to the harbour and the 
cliffs as they tower above, 
to see the nature of the 
rocks in their formation 
and, when the sea is 

rough, to watch the waves 
lash furiously against them. 
My thoughts turn to the 
Meachard Rock, the island 
off Penally Point. I am led 
to believe that, sometime in 
the history of the world, this 
island was connected to the 
cliffs. I cannot allow myself 
to think that this is gross 
exaggeration or conjecture, 
and more so as I have seen 
large portions of cliff- and 
landslides up and down the 
Cornish coast. This is what 
prompted me to visualise 
what now is known as 
Boscastle and to wonder how 
it became a village of some 
importance, having been, 
at one time, an uninhabited 
cove or creek.

‘Now it has become a 
place of importance and its 
beauty and attractiveness 
cannot be surpassed. This 
is how many of the visitors 
and tourists that I have 
talked to have described 
the place.

‘My best wishes are to 
the readers of this book and 
I hope that, as they peruse 
its pages, it may add to the 
interest of the place with 
its living memories. Also, 
to the visitor and tourist, 
it is the sincere wish of the 
writer that their visit to 
the village may be the best 
holiday of their lives.’

W.F. Burnard
Bridge House, Boscastle

 April 10th 1962

William ‘Saddler’ Burnard outside his shop at the Harbour, c1920

William Francis Allen 
Burnard, (1878 – 1972) was 
a resident of Boscastle from 
1909. He wrote ‘A History 
of Boscastle and Trevalga’, 
which relates an abundance of 
snippets about the village, its 
history and the local area.

Andrew Ross (born  
Launceston 1952, lived in 
Cornwall until 1988) is the 
great grandson of William 
(Saddler) Burnard. Andrew 
has edited and annotated his 
ancestor’s work, checking and 
referencing the sources where 
possible. The finished work is 
A4 size, 82 pages, with many  
illustrations and photographs.

A copy of the book is held 
in the Boscastle Archive, and 
can be purchased by sending 
a cheque for £14 (to cover 
production costs and postage) 
to Andrew Ross, 53 Tanti 
Avenue, Mornington, Victoria 
3931, Australia. 

Reprinted here is 
William Burnard’s own 
introduction to his book

History of Boscastle
Burnard and ross
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MK Computers
PC Upgrades and Repair

Virus Removal and Protection

Custom PC Builds

Networking

Websites

Spares

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk

E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk

Phone: 01840 250905

Mobile: 07780 910578

News 
from the 
Lookout

Although the weather 
has certainly kept the 
number of walkers down 
on the Coastal Path down 
this summer, it hasn’t 
discouraged our trainees, 
with Phil Brown and 
John Green qualifying as 
Watchkeepers, two more 
close behind them and 
another two about to start 
training.

One of the highlights of 
the Summer (!) was a trip in 
Peganina which gave some 
of us the opportunity to 
see what the Lookout was 
like from the seaward side. 
Ken Cave ran us down to 
Padstow and up towards 
Cambeak so that we would 
have a better appreciation 
of the coast and the hazards 
that small craft might face 
coming in close to shore.

The social highlight was 
our annual Barbecue held, 
hosted once again by Fred 
and June Siford on 3rd 
August. On this occasion 
the rain held off, although 
there was something of a 
breeze! Yvonne and Geoff 
Monks and the rest of the 
social team did a great job 
and it was an opportunity 
to meet friends old and 
new.

The Table-Top sale on 
11th August was another 
success and brought in some 
more towards the running 
costs of the Lookout. Very 
many thanks to those 
who gave up their time to 
organise, set up, and man 
the stall, all the people 
who came to buy and a 
special ”Thank You” to Jane 
Castling for putting on this 
event for us.

We are now working 
more closely with our 
colleagues at Stepper Point 
to ensure that we provide 
an even better service to the 
residents and visitors who 
enjoy our coastline.

Although we have 
managed to extend our 
weekend opening hours 
this summer it has placed 
greater demands on our 
volunteers and a few more 
wouldn’t come amiss. 
So, if you, or anyone you 
know, would be interested 
in joining the team, John 
Davis can arrange for you 
to visit the lookout and 
spend some time with an 
experienced Watchkeeper 
to get a feel for what is 
involved. You’ll find him 
on 01840250741.

See page 24 for a profile of 
John Davis.

Urchins  The Bear Shop
The Old Mill Boscastle

01840 250800

Juliotter’s 
Garden Club
September 25th

‘Hydrangeas’ by John 
Price.
October 23rd
‘Gardening for Birds’ by 
Tony Guyatt from the 
RSPB.
Meetings held at 
Otterham & St Juliot 
Hall and start at 
7.30pm.

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering

Accommodation
-  Open All Year  -
Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
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Willesborough
Kent

Dear Team,
We recently returned from a 

holiday in Devon and Cornwall, part 
of which was spent in our caravan at 
Trewethett Farm Site near Tintagel.

On Wednesday night, we spent 
a most enjoyable time in The 
Wellington in Boscastle, joining in 
with the singing. John Maughan came 
and spoke to us and in the course of 
conversation invited us to the meeting 
in Boscastle Village Hall the following 
evening when David Halpin was 
speaking about the situation in Israel. 

We duly arrived on the Thursday 
evening, and apart from John 

CorrespondenCe
Tresuck Farm,

Boscastle
Dear Blowhole

With reference to the NCDC 
Boscastle Regeneration newsletter 
No 15 dated August 2007, South 
West Water stated that “following 
careful consideration SWWater can 
confirm  its proposed location for the 
sewage treatment works to serve the 
community of Boscastle is Tresuck 
Farm”.

May we take this opportunity to 
rectify the misconceived notion held 
by some villagers that we have sold 
a piece of land at Tresuck to SAouth 
West Water for a sewage treatment 
works.

We have no intention of selling 
any land to South West Water 
now, or at any time in the future, 
regardless of financial incentive. Any 
land acquired by them will, as we 
always maintained, be by compulsory 
purchase only.

The proposed site, which is 
approximately 18 feet away from 
the site refused at Hillsborough, is 
more visually obtrusive from every 
approach into the village and from 
the coast path.

Yours sincerely
Royston & Jo Hancock

who welcomed us warmly and the 
gentleman serving drinks at the door, 
only one other person (and David 
Halpin) actually spoke to us. We found 
this a little disconcerting, bearing in 
mind the wide publicity your village 
has had, both in “A Seaside Parish” 
and in the aftermath of the flood. We 
were not so naïve as to assume that 
the large gathering of people at the 
hall were all Christians, but we would 
perhaps have expected one or two of 
those present to have acknowledged 
our presence and perhaps have 
chatted to us. Even the lady who runs 
the Harbour Light, who professes to 
be a Christian, sat right next to my 
wife and never even said “Hello”. We 
felt in the circumstances that perhaps 
you were unaware what an unfriendly 
lot you all are (apart from John, of 
course).

All this, is in stark contrast to the 
Friday evening, when my wife strayed 
from the coast path to avoid some 
cows and ended up “lost” in the fields 
between Trewethett and Forrabury. A 
very kind young man, whose name I 
know not, but who told us he lives in 
Chiswick although his family home is 
in the valley near Boscastle, did not 
hesitate to offer to drive my wife into 
Boscastle to meet me. We would like 
to record our grateful thanks to him 
– he has redeemed our opinion of 
Boscastle people!

We none the less have a great 
fondness for Cornwall, and Boscastle 
in particular. Please don’t treat all 
emmets simply as a source of income; 
we are interested in the life of the 
community as well as the normal 
touristy things, which is why we chose 
to come to Boscastle again this year.

On a brighter note, the Boscastle 
magazine you produce is a very 
interesting and informative read.

Terry & Linda Golding

Ed’s note: the letter was forwarded to 
various Church goers who responded 
directly to Mr & Mrs Golding

The Wellington Hotel,
Old Road,
Boscastle.

Dear Blowhole Team,
We understand your good 

intentions when you published 
photographs of eyesores in the 
village, but I was dismayed that you 
had chosen to use a photo of the 
bins at The Wellington without any 
consultation with us.

Since we bought the hotel 41/2 
years ago, we have carried out major 
improvements, both inside and 
outside the building. With every 
improvement we have suffered 

complaints from some sector of the 
community.

We are well aware that the bin 
situation at the hotel is far from 
satisfactory. We have spent much time 
planning to solve the problem. We 
own land on the opposite side of Old 
Road, and, with the strong support of 
The Highways Department, we had 
sketched a possible plan which would 
involve constructing an underground 
storage area in that bank. The bin 
storage area would be roofed and 
turfed over. Health and Safety were 
in broad agreement and Highways 
suggested we try to get support 
from the Parish Council before we 
proceeded. We put the idea to the 
council, not asking for permission, 
but for general support. We received 
a terse reply from them which simply 
stated that they were not prepared 
to offer their support. Without the 
support of The Parish Council we 
feel unable to proceed.

Yours sincerely,
The Roberts Family

Ed’s note: What a shame the Parish 
Council responded tersely and in such a 
negative fashion. Perhaps they could be 
asked to reconsider the storage idea.

2   2   2   2   2   2   2

2   2   2   2   2   2   2

2   2   2   2   2   2   2



Boscastle Blowhole Autumn �007    Page ��

Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning

Holiday Home Caretaker service 
Change over cleans

Laundry service 
Carpet Cleaning 

01840-770203
or

07788-457537
www.pjcleaning.biz

CLAIRVOYANT
ANNE OLORENSHAW

Help, Guidance, Advice

PRIVATE
READINGS

01840 230505

Trerosewell
Boscastle

We would like to thank everyone 
for their Sponsorship, and everything 
that was given, when Ian ran the 
London Marathon in aid of Lowen 
Ward at Treliske Hospital. It was our 
privilege to hand over (on 4th July) 
a cheque for £8332.33 (excluding 
gift aid) to Lowen Ward. £406.15 
(including gift aid) was also raised via 
the internet for the Sunrise Centre.

The money will be spent on 
many items that are intended to 
improve the patients’ quality of 
life. Items include a computer and 
mini-gym for patients, fridges in 
all the rooms because when you 
are on Chemotherapy you become 
extremely thirsty and consequently 
you crave cold drinks.

We would also like to thank 
everyone who encouraged Ian and 
trained with him in the build up for 
the marathon and for all the help 
and support we received over the last 
three years.

Dear Graham & Team
We have just got back to Derby 

from our weekend away down in 
Cornwall and we wanted to write 
straight away & thank you and your 
team for your expert help with Keith 
when he was taken ill in the middle 
of nowhere on the coastal path from 
Tintagel. It was very scary for us and 
we can’t thank you enough for your 
immediate help first in finding us 
and then your cooperation with the 
paramedics in the medical help and 
superb calming manner you gave on 
Sunday 8/07/07.

You and your team are invaluable 
people and we will always remember 
your expert care. Sorry we can’t 
remember all your names personally 
but Graham, can you pass on our 
thanks.

Thank you to all the coastguards 
for saving me and Drummond 
yesterday. If not for your willingness 

Letters to the 
Coastguards

Ian sustained an 
injury after running 
a few miles of the 
Marathon and had 
to walk the last 14 
miles but managed 
to finish in a time of 
5 hours 59 minutes 
and 3 seconds. 
He was a little bit 
disappointed with 
his time, so he has 
already sent off his 
application to try 
to enter again next 
year, and hoping 
to finish in a faster 
time.

Thank you all 
once again.

Ian Nicholls and 
Family

Marathon runner, Ian Nicholls

to be called out & your generosity in 
giving your time I feel sure our dog 
would have swept away yesterday.

I know he is just a dog & it was 
dangerous for me to go after him like 
I did, I am just grateful you guys were 
there.

I will write a proper letter of thanks 
when I return from my holiday & we 
will also send a contribution for the 
Coast guards fund & a photo of the 
dog for your collection of rescues that 
went well.

Again, many, many sincere thanks 
to all.

Sally, Eddie & Drummond.

2   2   2   2   2   2   2

2   2   2   2   2   2   2
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Chi for Life
Movement in Nature 
Ancient Healing Sound 
Limited Edition Prints
01840 - 770622

CHI MOVEMENT ART SOUND & HEALING
www.jeannehampshire.co.uk

jamshire@madasafish.com

John first stepped inside 
the Cobweb in 1955 (then, 
seriously underage) little 
imagining he would settle 
in Wyneglos (‘pale church’) 
in 1995, just a short step 
from St Symphorian.. He 
had been in and out of 
Cornwall since the 1970s, 
but became seriously 
involved with the County 
when he married Sue (whose 
parents hail from Polperro) 
in 1986. He has grownup 
children, a daughter and a 
son living in Swindon and 
Chippenham, respectively, 
while Sue’s daughter Maria 
attended St Austell College 
and son Steve works in 
Lewdown.

He is by profession a 
structural engineer and 
much appreciated for the 
help rendered to property 
owners in Boscastle in the 
aftermath of the flood, as 
they battled with insurers 
and the Environment 
Agency to get their 
buildings and land restored 
to a reasonable shape.

In April he succeeded 
Mike Morrell as Officer-
in-Charge of the Boscastle 
branch of Coastwatch, 
an entirely voluntary 
service maintained to help 

mariners in distress as well 
as cliff walkers, in liaison 
with the Coastguard and 
RNLI.

The Boscastle lookout 
was established in 2002, 
the building donated by 
the National Trust at a 
peppercorn rent. Its bare 
shell was refurbished by 
founder members, Mike 
Morrell, Eric Wordsell and 
John. The Radar system was 
sorted out by Keith Souter, 
and other equipment was 
purchased through grants 
from the lottery, the Parish 
Council, its own central 
organisation and other 
fund raising activities. 
There are donation boxes 
at the lookout and in the 
harbour during the summer 
months.

The lookout operates 
365 days a year (all excepting 
Christmas Day afternoon). 
Volunteers are asked to 
maintain four hour shifts, 
mornings and afternoons. 
There are usually two in 
attendance - apart from 
companionship, two pairs 
of eyes are better than one 
- to monitor fishing and 
sailing craft, larger vessels, 
and passing walkers. 
They listen to VHF radio 

communications, marine 
channels, and watch the 
radar scanner.

Over the past year 
the teams have contacted 
the Padstow lifeboat to 
tow in a yacht which had 
lost its engine power and 
another blown out to sea 
by fierce offshore winds. 
Had the lookout been 
then in operation the 
tragedy that befell local 
fisherman Phil Washer 
may not have occurred. 
The peculiar topography 
of Boscastle means that 
national communication 

JOHN DAVIS    Coastwatch - Officer in Charge

systems can fail, so it is 
then the responsibility of 
the lookout staff to patch 
through messages to local 
rescue teams.

Volunteers undertake 
both theoretical and 
practical training in 
navigation, weather reports 
and vessel recognition, 
similar qualifications 
to that required for the 
Yachtmaster’s Certificate, 
under the supervision of 
training officers.

John did not return to 
Boscastle until at the stage 
when he was judged too old 

Adrian & Staff 
Welcome you to the

8th Sept: Memphis
15th Sept: Johnny Cowling
22nd Sept: Inside Out
29th Sept: Jailhouse
6th Oct: Festive Road
13th Oct: Atlantic Highway
20th Oct: Whiskey Thieves
27th Oct: Mood Indigo

3rd Nov: Blue Slate
10th Nov: The Big Three
17th Nov: Jail House
24th Nov: Flamingos
1st Dec: Johnny Cowling
8th Dec: Inside Out
15th Dec: Mississippi Burning
22nd Dec: Blue Slate

Ring (01840) 250278

BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

▪ FREE HOUSE ▪ REAL ALES ▪ BAR SNACKS ▪
▪ FAMILY ROOM ▪ RESTAURANT ▪

Cobweb inn

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

John Davis 
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to join the Coastguard 
(anti-ageist legislation 
would stop that now!)  
but has found what he 
has always wanted, a 
purposeful connection 
with the sea. He 
confesses he enjoys a 
four hour ‘retreat’ from 
the outside world, and 
has happily taken on 
the extra burdens of 
managing 37 watch 
keepers as well as other 
ancillary volunteers.

Exposed to Atlantic 
weather, the building’s 
fabric needs constant 
attention. The 
equipment, including 
new radar scanners 
and the generator, are 
continually updated, 
such as its new electronic 
anemometer used for 
recording wind speed 
and direction that, with 
no moving mechanical 
parts, is far less liable to 
breakdown.

John’s aim for the 
future is to recruit 
more watchkeepers, 
and thus extend the 
station’s opening hours 
throughout the year. 
Coastwatch provides 
an essential service. 
Its volunteers play 
an important part in 
maintaining safety in a 
potentially dangerous 
e n v i r o n m e n t .  
W a t c h k e e p e r s  
undertake a demanding, 
but not onerous role in 
a positive and friendly 
local organization. No 
doubt John will achieve 
these objectives, and 
more.

L READ GENERAL BUILDER
FOR ALL BUILDING WORK

New work
Renovation and
Refurbishment

Plumbing, Carpentry
Electrical, Plastering
Roofing, Block Work

Stone Work
Landscaping, Decorating

IN FACT JUST ABOUT
EVERYTHING!

You are welcome
to phone or email

for quotations
information
or advice

07966 753979
email:

les@spotd.co.uk

Last September Boscastle Craft 
Circle, in a fit of enthusiasm 
and creativity, agreed on a 
group project to make a quilt. 
A pattern was chosen from 
an old edition of Patchwork 
& Quilting magazine. Each 
person taking part sewed one 
or more ‘block’ in whatever 
fabric they chose, be it new 
and colour co-ordinated, or 
recycling of unused items of 
clothing or soft furnishing. 
Many of those taking part had 
never undertaken any such 
sewing before. Stitchers were 
Jo Holland, Carol Williams, 
Sally Searle, Angela Pethick, 
Jennie Coles, Renee Bayfield, 
Ruth Parsons, Sue Viner, Edith 
Gomoll and Margaret Kemp.

The quilt began to take shape 
but then we realised that to 
finish it was a daunting task and 
held a coffee morning  to raise 
funds to have it professionally 
quilted - thanks to everyone 
for their support. Renee, 
Angela and Jennie put the 
quilt together and then it was 
machine quilted by Butterfly 
Quilters in Kilkhampton.

The quilt is now finished 
and we are selling tickets to 
win it, the draw to be held at 
3pm on 7th October at the 
Craft Fair in Boscastle village 

hall. All money from the 
sale of tickets will go to 
Umzimvubu, in South 
Africa. The diocese of Truro 
is linked with the diocese 
of Umzimvubu, ‘where the 
hippopotamus lives’. There 
are many children orphaned 
by HIV/Aids, and they 
are helped by a feeding 
programme run largely 
by the Mothers Union. 
Many grandmothers are 
now left to bring up several 
grandchildren in very 
primitive living conditions 
by our standards. They are 
not given any extra financial 
help to do this so have to 
support their relations as 
well as themselves on their 
pension, which can be as 
low as £64 per month. £5 
will feed a child for a month 
on the feeding programme 
in Umzimvubu. In our 

country £5 buys us very 
little, 2 sandwiches perhaps, 
may be 2 pints of beer or 
one craft magazine with a 
few pence left over. £5 will 
feed a child AND give you 5 
chances to win the beautiful 
patchwork quilt. For draw 
tickets see Angela 250664 
or Jennie 212336 and at 
various outlets in Boscastle.

Boscastle Craft Circle 
meets in Trevalga village 
hall on the 2nd Wednesday 
in each month, (except 
August), from 10am until 
3pm. Bring a packed lunch, 
your own craft and come 
and enjoy a day free from 
responsibility getting on 
with whatever you enjoy 
doing, sewing, knitting, 
beadwork etc. Drop in and 
see us, you are welcome to 
have tea/coffee and there is 
no commitment to attend 
every month.

Boscastle Craft Circle

the finished quilt on display

WARBSTOW ARTS & 
CRAFTS CLUB meets on 
the 2nd and the 4th Thursdays 
of the month, 1.30-3.30pm, 
at Warbstow Community 
Centre. New members 
are always welcome. Club 
activities include tutorials, 
informal bring-your-own-
work meetings, day classes 
and workshops, visits. We 
also hold Craft Fayres in 
summer and at Christmas.

JOHN DAVIS 
continued
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How quickly the summer 
(if that’s what we can call it) 
has gone. It seems no time 
since we returned from the 
Scillies and now the nights 
are drawing in and evening 
rowing will soon be coming 
to an end.

It’s been an excellent 
and successful season for 
the club on all but one 
front. On the plus side 
membership continues to 
grow with record numbers 
turning up each week. This 
means that we can include 
more teams at regattas and 
now regularly enter Men’s 
and Ladies A & B and Vets 
teams as well as a mixed 
team. Results have been 
encouraging with all teams 
showing improvements 
each race and new members 
regularly getting their first 
experience of just how 
hard, but how much fun 

gig racing is. Wayne Janse 
van Rensburg and Roger 
Marks epitomise the spirit 
within the club, visiting the 

Congratulations to Steve Fusaro, Cox, Nick Holmes, Nicola Halse, Wayne Jense van Rensburg, Roger 
Marks, Dan Tucker and Peter Feehan, seen here holding the Trophy. after the Eddystone Challenge

face-painting tent as part 
of their preparation for a 
recent race at Plymouth.

 Our most recent racing 
success was being the first 
gig home in the Eddystone 
Challenge, a rowing race 
from Plymouth Breakwater, 
around the Eddystone 
Lighthouse and back, a 
distance of 28 miles, the 
crew completing the course 
in 5 hours 4 minutes.

Yet to come are the 
County Championships 
and the Great River Race 
on the Thames, from 

Richmond to Greenwich, 
so wish us luck.

On the downside, it is 
still very disappointing for 
all of us that the on-going 
work in the harbour means 
that we are still unable 
to be based in Boscastle. 
Everyone loves rowing 
out of the harbour and we 
know it is a great visitor 
attraction. Despite our 
best efforts during May, 
the logistics of moving 
the boats up the hill, then 
carrying them over the 
bridge before launching by 

the Youth Hostel proved 
too difficult and often 
hazardous and caused 
damage to the boats. We are 
still in discussions with the 
National Trust about the 
availability of the Rocket 
Store as a Clubhouse/
Boatshed, but with the 
proposed lowering of the 
road causing increased 
disruption, realistically 
it will be 2008 before 
we are able to return to 
a ‘home’ in Boscastle, 
but rest assured………….
 WE WILL BE BACK.

A Lion and a Clown aka Roger & Wayne
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Property has become the 
great money maker over 
the past decade, easily 
outstripping other forms of 
investment.

This license to print 
money was given its greatest 
incentive by the egregious 
John Prescott who, in a 
no doubt well intentioned 
(but badly thought out) 
initiative. In 2003 he set out 
new planning guidelines 
requiring local councils to 
use previously developed, 
“brownfield” sites to meet 
new house build targets, 
more homes for young 
people and key workers. 
So far, so noble, the grim 
industrial wastelands of the 
North would be transformed 
into wonderful leafy 
suburbs. But, the guidelines 
also included domestic 
gardens under the definition 
of a brownfield site. Any 
one lucky enough to own a 
plot of land over 30metres 
(100 feet) in length could, 
in theory, use part of it to 
build another house.

This loophole was quickly 
exploited by developers, 
with the result that, in the 
South East particularly, 
where land is at a premium, 
older houses with larger 
gardens were bought up, 
knocked down, and blocks 
of flats built instead. In 

some parts of the country, 
eg Weymouth, over 80% 
of new builds have been on 
former gardens.

Councils are powerless 
to resist developers, as 
the overriding mandate is 
to build at least another 
220,000 homes a year, 
whatever the impact. 
Ironically, the first postwar 
council houses, intended for 
the neediest, are on average 
a third bigger than modern 
‘executive style’ dwellings.

The creeping notion 
of Eric or, Little by Little, 
afflicts every area. Turn the 
greenhouse into a granny 
flat, extend from 3 to 4 
bedrooms, that garage would 
make a nice little bungalow, 
wouldn’t it? Given the vast 
immediate profits from 
bunging in a house in the 
space once occupied by a 
toolshed, who can blame 
the individual from wanting 
to make an easy killing with 
little personal impact?

Except that if we all did 
it, the statutary 20 houses 
per hectare will, in some 
council areas, grow to 80 per 
hectare. A hectare is 10,000 
square metres. Divided by 
80 gives 125 sq metres or 
a plot size of just over 12m 
x 10m. (Nice to think your 
present modest garden of 
say 10m x 30m is actually 

more than twice as big, not 
counting your house).

This has an impact on 
privacy, your kids’ growing 
space, and wild life. Add 
in the joys of noise, your 
neighbour’s barbecue just 
feet away, and their intimate 
conversation overheard 
and you have a recipe for 
social problems. I have even 
known neighbours threaten 
each other on a tit for tat 
basis - you ruin my view, I’ll 
ruin yours.

Do not underestimate 
the value of gardens. Sixteen 
million people enjoy the 
psychological benefits of 
communing with nature, 
a simple but powerful 
relationship with the land 
and the pleasure of growing 
things. “Two hours solid 
digging,” once remarked a 
psychiatrist friend of mine, 
“Sorts out most problems.”

Each year about half 
a million Brits leave the 
country for good. The 
attractions of countries like 
France, Spain, & Australia 
are manifest. Reasons given 
for departure - congestion, 
queues, overcrowding and 
general ‘lack of space’ a 
key element (recent study, 
Optimum Population 
Trust) For about a third 
of the cost of an average 
British semi one can buy 
detached with a couple of 

acres. Thank heavens they 
speak a different language 
in Europe, or we’d all move 
tomorrow.

No government likes 
to admit its errors and 
Yvette Cooper, Minister 
for Housing, has dumped 
the problem onto the 
Councils. They must 
allocate land “as appropriate 
for development,” she says. 
Except whenever councils 
turn down applications 
the Planning Inspectorate 
invariably grants planning 
permission on appeal, 
citing central government 
guidelines.

Some MPs, Caroline 
Spellman, Chris Mullen 
from Sunderland South and 
Greg Clark of Tunbridge 
Wells, tried to get domestic 
gardens disallowed but 
Clark’s private members’ Bill 
failed at the second reading 
last June. The answer 
nevertheless is to keep up 
the pressure, sign the Tories’ 
website protest and lobby 
one’s MP to get onto the 
government to alter one 
key paragraph. There are 
hundreds of thousands of 
empty homes in Britain, and 
the major house builders are 
sitting on huge land banks 
waiting for prices to rise. 
Changing the law now will 
not take the bread from 
their mouths.

CR

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: (01840) 212666 

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly Competitive Prices
 for all cars, motorcycles and vans

Highfield Road Industrial Estate, Camelford, PL32 9RA

THE GREAT GARDEN GRAB
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Jackie & Geoff Horwell

Open all Year

All rooms are En Suite with TV & radio

Relax in this 
beautiful 300 
year old coach 
house and stables

Tel: 01840 250398 www.old-coach.co.uk

The Old Coach House

Boscastle Community 
First Responders went live 
on the 1st May 2005 and 
have attended several 999 
calls in and around the 
Boscastle area.

Our aim is to respond 
within 8 minutes of an 
initial 999 call being 
deployed. We are fully 
trained to give life saving 
treatment and reassurance 
until the ambulance crew 
arrives on scene.

We are not a replacement 
for the ambulance service.

S o u t h  W e s t e r n 
Ambulance Services NHS 
Trust covers an area of 
more than 15,000 square 
kilometres and more 
than1,000 kilometres, of 
coastline. With a population 
of over 2 million, which 
can double in the summer 
holiday season, the demand 
on ambulance services 
continues to increase.

A patient who suffers 
cardiac arrest stands an 
85% chance of survival 
if they are defibrillated 
immediately. These odds 
decrease by 10% with every 
minute that passes without 
treatment.

First responders attend 
specific emergencies in 
areas that are difficult 
to reach by ambulance 
within 8 minutes. They 
provide basic life support 
and defibrillation until an 
ambulance arrives.

Each month in 
Cornwall, Somerset 

and Devon Community 
Responders attend hundreds 
of emergency incidents.

We aim to get the: Right 
person with the Right 
equipment and training, 
to the Right patient at the 
Right time.
What is a Community First 

Responder Scheme?

A Community First 
Responder Scheme is made 
up of volunteers who, within 
the area they live, or work, 
have been trained to attend 
designated emergency calls 
received by the ambulance 
service. We provide vital life 
support until an emergency 
ambulance response 
arrives. Providing the best 
opportunity of survival for 
the patients.

The scheme is operated 
using an automatic paging 
system. This means First 
Responders are automatically 
paged by the accident and 
emergency control centre on 
receipt of an emergency in 
their operating area. If they 
are available they contact 
control, by phone using a 
specific number, designated 
as an emergency line.

Who runs these groups?

A First Responder 
Scheme will be a locally 
managed group of volunteers 
ideally 10 members, with 
one member identified as a 
group co-ordinator and we 
plan our own ‘on call’ rota 
to cover our community. 
A designated member of 

Kernick Curtains
Bespoke Curtain Making

 All Styles of Heading 
including Eyelet, Goblet & Pinch Pleat

Roman Blinds Made
Your Own Fabric or Choose From Our Selection

Telephone 01566 785756 

Boscastle 
Community First 
Responders

THE
HARBOUR 

LIGHT
Opened at a new location but still selling

Nautical clothing, leisurewear
Cards, Christian books

Helsett Ice Cream
and much, much more

Come and browse, we’d be delighted to see you
tel: 01840 250413

Boscastle Chamber of Trade
and Commerce

Have your say; voice your ideas or concerns
For more information on joining contact:

Adrian Prescott (chairman)  250570
Shirley Wakelin (secretary)  250314

Chris Searle (treasurer)  250225
Denise Tillinghast (membership secretary)  250397

Membership fee is £20 per year and is open 
to all businesses within the PL35 postcode area

continued on next page
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HERITAGE
Renovation & Construction Ltd

t   Barn conversions  Specialist joinery  t
t  New builds  Refurbishment works  t

Contact: Peter Stocker or Tim Palin on
01840 214854

Building locally for over 20 years

the Trust is also available 
for support. Ideally, each 
community will have 24-
hour cover, 365 days a year 
but it may not be possible 
to do this if there are only a 
few volunteers.

If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
please contact group co-
ordinator Frances Hegarty 
on 01840 250131.

First Responder Training

Training in defibrillation 
and other life-saving 
techniques is provided 
by the ambulance staff 
normally held over 
weekends. In addition 
to this as a minimum 
every three months 
each community first 
responder will be required 
to undertake refresher 
training to ensure skills and 
knowledge are maintained. 
They gain experience by 
accompanying personnel 
in rapid response vehicles 
or ambulances, and are 
supported by a designated 
operational member of staff 
from their local ambulance 
station.

They also are involved 
in fund-raising within 
their community in order 
to equip their scheme 
with appropriate medical 
equipment.

A community First 
Responder Scheme will be 
provided with the following 
equipment:

Defibrillator
Oxygen
Basic first aid kit
Mobile phone and 
Pager

•
•
•
•

Torch
ID badge (with 
photograph)
Protective equipment 
Gloves (Hi-visibility 
tabard)

To achieve our aim to 
get the Right person with 
the Right equipment and 
training, to the Right patient 
at the Right time, we attend 
designated emergency calls 
received by the ambulance 
service. We provide vital 
life support until an 
emergency ambulance 
response team arrives. The 
First Responders work 
helps to provide the best 
opportunity of survival for 
the patients.

The scheme is operated 
using an automatic paging 
system. This means 
First Responders are 
automatically paged by the 
accident and emergency 
control centre on receipt 
of an emergency in their 
operating area. If they 
are available they contact 
control, by phone using a 
specific number, designated 
as an emergency line.

We would like to 
say Thank you for your 
continued and generous 
donations. These include  
donations from: the Darts 
League, Trevalga Fete, Joan 
Kinsman, other private 
donations, raffle on the 
lawn.

With the donations we 
have bought some training 
equipment such as: 
Resuscitation Annie, and a 
training defibrillator.

FH

•
•

•

First Responders 
continued

M. BIDDICK & SON LTD
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

The Willows
Boscastle
PL35 0AS

Telephone: 01840 250448
Mobile: 07966 498733 or 07974 676583

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
N C E I C

Boscastle School and the 
Combined Churches held 
fundraising events at the 
harbour this summer. 
Other charities have also 
benefited: 
Air Ambulance: (£230)
RSPCA: (£320)
Macmillan Trust and 
Marie Curie: (£250)
C h i l d r e n’s  H o s p i c e 
Southwest: (£362)

Castle Goff Cat Rescue: 
(£275)
Coastwatch: (£235)
Merlin Project: (£538).
The figures indicate the 
sums that were given to 
each charity by other stall 
holders and the entrance 
donations on their day. 
Each charity also raised 
money from its own stalls 
and other activities.

Fundraising Events
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So much has happened 
to so few, in such a short 
space of time! Referring 
of course, to the members 
of Boscastle WI.  At the 
June meeting, Mrs Mina 
Dresser, twice winner 
of the Henry Jenner 
Cup Cornish Language 
competition, had the 
members speaking 
Cornish, after explaining 
the origins and history of 
the Cornish Language.

Communicating with 
colour came next, when 
at the July meeting, Pam 
Smith, hairdresser and 
colour analyst for “ First 
Impressions”, explained 
how everyone fits into 
light or dark shades of 
skin tone, which can 
be complimented, or 
otherwise, by wearing 
either bright or muted 
colours and warm or 
cool colours. This she 
demonstrated with the 
use of colour swatches.

There were garden visits 
to 3 of the members gardens. 
Pam Jordan’s neat new 
garden, had an interesting 
tale of “3 blind mice”. 
Edith Gomoll’s garden 
with colourful border near 
the house, mature trees 
and paddock and Mary 
Shepherd’s garden, with its 
meandering paths, shady 
woodland area, herbaceous 
border a riot of colour, 
wildflower meadow and 
kitchen garden, was blessed 
with the added component 
of sunshine. (The only dry 
day that week). All three 
visits provided a good 
excuse for a cup of tea, a 
natter and it would have 
been rude not to sample 
the cake!

The Summer Luncheon 
at the Falcon Hotel Bude 
was yet another excuse to 
pile on the calories and 
very nice it was too.

With the weather at 
its worst, spirits were not 
dampened on the outing 
to the historic market town 
of Tavistock. Situated on 
the edge of Dartmoor on 
the river Tavy, with its 

Abbey ruins, canal used 
for transportation of cloth 
and copper in the time of 
the Russell Family and the 
Dukes of Bedford and is 
also birthplace of Francis 
Drake, the first Englishman 
to circumnavigate the 
globe. Refuge from the 
torrential rain was sought 
in the large covered historic 
Pannier Market, granted 
by Royal Charter in 1105. 
Shopping exhausted, 
members enjoyed afternoon 
tea of sandwiches, cake and 
scones, served by Tavistock 
WI. (More calories.)

Having the chance to 
see the sights of London, 
Covent Garden, the 
Houses of Parliament, and 
Buckingham Palace, (where 
the Queens wedding dress 
was on display), take a 
trip down the Thames and 
Fly the Eye, plus stay in a 
good hotel, a few Boscastle 
members took up the offer. 
They have since described 
the trip as “wonderful, 
the organisation was slick 
and everything ran like 
clockwork”.

Food plays a very 

Crispy Apple Pud.
4/6 Cooking Apples
Rind and Juice of 
Orange
Sugar to sweeten
1oz Butter
1oz Demerara Sugar
2oz White Breadcrumbs
Cook apples. Place in 
greased pie dish.
Melt butter, add 
breadcrumbs and sugar.
Bake for 30mins Mk 4, 
Electric 350, 180C, until 
crisp.
Serve hot with cream.

Quality Beef & Lamb
direct from your local farm

Our small farm shop opened last summer
Call in and choose your meat

Pedigree North Devon cattle and Dorset lamb
Free-range eggs

Small orders as welcome as large
Free delivery to Boscastle

Phone orders welcome

Robin & Jackie Haddy
Home Farm, Boscastle

01840 250195
Also available - farmhouse B & B and

self-catering cottage with splendid sea views

Local Artist’s Paintings & Prints
Oil, Watercolour & Acrylic Paintings
Made in Cornwall accredited art and 

work by other recognised/awarded artists.
Prints in frames or ready to frame.

Picture & Painting Framing service. 
Commissions can be arranged with local artists.

art@ThePictureParlour.co.uk
01840 250677

important part of WI 
life and it’s good to share 
recipes. If you find that 
you have a glut of apples, 
perhaps you too would like 
to try out Sue’s recipe for 
“Crispy Apple Pud”.

Looking ahead, the 
September meeting, is in 
the form of a visit to Carol 
Vincent’ Boscastle Garden 
and Studio and subsequent 
monthly meetings will 
be on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month at 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall. New 
members and visitors are 
always welcome.
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answers on page 36

1 2 3  4 5 6 7  8

9 10   11 12

13  14  15    

16      17 18     

19  20   21  25 22

23  24 25 26 27 28

29   30  31 32 33    

   34   35

36 37  38 39     40  

 41 42 43  44

45  46 46 47    48 49

 50  51  52  53 54   

   55   56 56   

57 58 58   

Across Down

1 bird 1 plant

7 plaything 2 church dignitary

9 exhort 3 exchange contract

10 pantry 4 rug

13 whinny 5 cart

15 fruit 6 Zulu warriors

16 plants 7 novice

17 view 8 animal

19 musical note 11 seat

20 hard black wood 12 style of music

23 inflammation 14 religious garment

25 dwelling 18 snake

29 runic letter 21 willow

30 tax 22 sailing ship

33 handle 24 intense fire

34 god of love 26 alright

35 stain 27 below

36 ridle of rock 28 Chinese sauce

39 cattle farm in America 31 characteristic

41 poke 32 avoid

43 listened to 37 sword

45 feeling 38 canal

46 series of rows 40 messenger

48 man’s name 42 condescend

50 red dye 44 Spanish painter

52 nonsense 47 individual article

55 self 49 minus

56 man’s name 51 negative

57 peg of wood 53 animal

58 smear 54 owing

Moira Hart’s 
Fiendish CrosswordDavid Whitaker is well-

known in Boscastle, and 
has regularly appeared in 
the Blowhole in his role 
of loquacious Chairman 
of the Cave of Harmony. 
He is pictured on the front 
cover of this Blowhole to 
celebrate another side to 
him: he is a keen walker 
and this summer has 

walked from his home in 
North London to his house 
at the Harbour in Boscastle 
– a ‘stroll’ of approximately 
400 miles.

David planned to walk 
off road as much as possible. 
He set off along Regents 
Canal and then joined the 
Thames Path which took 
him to Reading. Here the 
Thames joins the Kennet 

Lesnewth Official Rain Station
Rainfall totals:

   2007    2006

June 173.1mm 41.5mm

July 163.6mm 64.9mm

August  94.3mm 48.9mm

Most rainfall in one day in June was 26.mm on the 28th

Most rainfall in one day in July was 16.3mm on the 2nd

Most rainfall in one day in August was 27.1mm on the 
19th

The Long Walk Home
and Avon Canal, and David 
walked along the towpath 
to Bradford on Avon. He 
did part of the Macmillan 
Way then eventually met 
the South West coastal 
path, which brought him 
almost to his front door.

The journey wasn’t done 
for charity, but for personal 
achievement and to show 

David in Cave of Harmony mode

that age, he is 76, and 
illness, he has had throat 
cancer and has asthma, 
need not be a barrier. His 
wife Maggie van Reenen 
joined David for some of 
the trip, and is with him 
on the cover picture..

David was pleased 
to see just how much of 
beautiful rural England has 
survived.
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Boscastle Pottery

A family run studio pottery, we are probably the 
World’s largest established dedicated Mochaware 
nakers. We can decorate our pots with the most 

delicate trees and ferns as if by magic.
So come and watch the trees grow!

OPEN ALL THROUGH THE YEAR
Nanette, Tim amd Roger Irving Little

The Old Bakery, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250291

Est: 1962

Pickwick
Papers

Well the deed is done, 
the operation has been 
performed and I am on 
the road to full recovery; 
miracles do still happen, 
but usually courtesy of the 
NHS these days! A good 
friend took the trouble to 
remind me that the surgery 
I underwent was fairly 
routine and not that serious 
- all of which was true of 
course - nevertheless it was 
no walk in the park for me 
and I would have loved to 
tell you tales of how brave 
I had been but modesty 
forbids.

Of course I know that 
what I suffered compared to 
many, and some so recently 
in Boscastle, was very 
small beer but without the 
support of our own good 
doctors and lots of good 
wishes from you all it would 

have been a much tougher 
time. The real downside 
for me was being unable 
to drive for at least two 
weeks after the operation 
and which really meant 
that I was housebound 
- I live in an isolated spot 
without nearby facilities 
or neighbours. Mind you 
I do love the cosiness of 
cottage life and the sense 
of isolation, of not having 
near neighbours etc. etc. 
but being able to have un-
interrupted views as far as 
Holsworthy does come at a 
price.

I had contented myself 
initially with thoughts of 
sunny days in the garden 
reading or doing the 
crossword, my passion, but 
the weather had a different 
idea and it managed to rain 
for most of my period of 
incarceration. Thank God 
for good friends who saw 
to it that we had lots of 
company, a daily paper and 
plenty to eat!

One often hears of the 
support given by ordinary 
folk to those in positions 
of disadvantage, Boscastle 
has particular reason to be 
aware of this, but it really 
brings it home to you when 
suddenly you find yourself 
on the receiving end of 
such concern. The media so 
often paints a black picture 
of human nature, it seems 
only bad news makes good 
news, so it is good to be 
able to redress the balance 
a little by celebrating the 
more positive and attractive 
side of our nature which 
expresses the considerable 
goodness that still exists 
around us.

Because of my problems 
I was unable to be at 
Christine Musser’s licensing 
service in Pirbright, which is 
a parish reasonably close to 
where I had lived all my life 
before coming to Cornwall. 
When Christine announced 
her appointment there I 
wonder how many of us 
had heard of this village 
in Surrey, I suspect just 
a few. But within a short 
time Pirbright had hit the 
headlines for as we all now 

know it was here that Foot 
and Mouth Disease reared 
its ugly head again and the 
ramifications of which have 
spread countrywide with 
the inevitable restrictions 
on the movement of 
animals.

With  Chr i s t ine’s 
departure, the Boscastle 
Group of Churches 
find themselves in an 
Interregnum, a period 
without a priest, a state of 
affairs which has no fixed 
period of duration but 
will be as long as it takes 
to appoint a new priest-
in-charge. The popular 
idea is that Head Office, 
the Diocese, send us a new 
priest to pick up where 
the previous one left off  
but its not that simple 
I’m afraid. As a group of 
parishes we are charged to 
draw up something called 
a Statement of Need, a 
very comprehensive job 
description suited to the 
parishes involved. Each 
parish has input to the 
corporate document since 
each parish has differing 
needs and might also have 
differing expectations of 
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a priest new to the group 
of churches. This part of 
the process can take quite 
a time since six parochial 
church councils, each with 
its own agenda have to agree 
on the final draught of the 
document before it is sent 
off to the Archdeacon and 
thence on to the applicants 
for the job. The vacancy 
is advertised to the wider 
church, although there has 
been a tendency to appoint 
from within our own 
diocese wherever possible, 
and we must then sit back 
and wait and see who shows 
an interest. Where several 
applications are received 
the Bishop and Archdeacon 
draw up a short list of 
suitable candidates who 
are then invited to attend 
an interview locally; the 
interviewing panel is made 
up of six elected members, 
one from each church. 
The preferred candidate 
is then recommended 
to the Bishop who will 
confirm the appointment. 
The journey is not over 
then since the successful 
candidate will be required 

to give at least three 
months notice of leaving 
to their present parish 
before they can take up the 
appointment with us - the 
whole process can take up 
to a year and in some cases 
it has been know to take a 
lot longer.

The reins of the parishes 
are currently in the hands 
of the Rural Dean, Rev. 
Canon Rob Dickenson 
who is situated in Week 
St Mary. Weekly services 
continue around the group 
with the help of visiting 
clergy, readers and worship 
leaders and the period of 
interregnum can prove 
to be an interesting time 
of self help and personal 
discovery as the laity 
become more involved 
with leading worship and 
developing new skills that 
ultimately will benefit the 
church in the 21st century. 
As parish priests become 
fewer and groups or clusters 
of churches become larger 
the priest will certainly be 
spread more thinly thus 
requiring the help and 
personal skills of us all.

01840 250320

General Plumbing
Oil Central Heating

Oil boiler, Rayburn & Aga servicing

PLUMBING AND HEATING
A M HIRCOCK

Comfortable 
contemporary 

accommodation.

Superb breakfasts 
using local produce 

and fish.

www.orchardlodgeboscastle.co.uk

Rooms with breakfast

en-suite   non-smoking
Discounts available for local bookings 01840 250418

We are delighted to have been awarded 
Four Diamonds and a prestigious Silver Award 

in our recent Inspection.
Excellent location. Parking.

Three double rooms.  S/C Studio. 
John & Denise Tillinghast

Valency, Penally Hill, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0HF
Telephone: 01840 250397 Mobile: 07891067746

E- Mail: tillinghast@btinternet.com
 Website www.valencybandb.com

Valency Bed & Breakfast
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“We are pleased with the 
way our flood defences 
coped with the intense 
rainfall.”   Environment 
Agency Circular

The ‘emergency’ exit from 
the overflow car park was 
blocked by a lake and the 
gate chained and padlocked. 
The Jordan River screen 
became totally blocked at a 
very early stage…had the 
rain continued for a short 
while longer, Marine Terrace 
would have been flooded…
the banks upstream need 
strengthening…this episode 
could prove to be a very 
useful exercise if people are 
prepared to learn from it. 
PS

Floods And All ThAT…
The aftermath of the floods on June 21 2007

The screen…did a really good 
job in protecting Frogapits 
and Marine Terrace but 
the response in clearing the 
screen was initiated by a 
surveyor from Kivells and 
not as I understand it by 
the EA. Had the screen not 
been cleared of over 500 tons 
of material quickly a second 
downpour would have been 
disastrous.   RS

I have just spent the last 
seven hours shoveling and 
sweeping mud and water.  I 
am absolutely f…ing furious  
that I should have to do this 
at 68.  I realise that the 
screen on the new culvert (in 
Paradise Road) is not yet in 
place …but no screen can 

guarantee blockage will not 
occur in the future. .. Due to 
the camber of the road half 
the river flows west down 
the road straight into our 
property…despite repeated 
phone calls no-one from the 
EA arrived for hours.  The 
simple solution would be to 
raise the level of the road 
at the entrance to Paradise 
House … but I have been 
assured this is not necessary 
… had we not been at home 
the house would been flooded 
as in 2004 … at that time 
our insurance company were 
considering a lawsuit … but 
as that episode was a 1 in 400 
flood, they decided that was 
not appropriate.. However if 
we claim again…they make 
take a different view.   AS
The Jordan River again 
overflowed the Community 
Centre carpark, crossed the 
road alongside the PO and 
exited, as in 2004, through 
our car parking area and 
gardens. It washed out the 
banks on our side and has 
undercut the stone walls 
erected in 2004 to protect 
our garden.
Dunn Cottage was flooded 
via the back door making 
it uninhabitable.  My 
neighbours lost part of the 
bridge they had built to cross 

the stream.  There has been 
considerable collapse of their 
banks … each successive flood 
lowers the whole stream bed, 
this time between two and six 
feet, in parts!  Each incident 
is expensive - my last claim 
was £36,000, my neighbours 
a similar amount.  Highways 
and EA are bouncing the 
problem between them, 
seeming reluctant to admit 
responsibility - and therefore 
consequent liability - for 
damage caused by river and 
surface water flooding.   CR

It is Highways that are 
responsible for several 
premises getting flooded yet 
again - they have been told 
about the problem on many 
occasions but chose to ignore 
it. The possible solutions are 
simple, obvious and relatively 
inexpensive.
A simple hump could be put 
on the bridge/
A dip could be created above 
the bridge.
A ‘speed hump’ could be put 
above the bridge directing 
flows into the river.
A drain gully could be 
installed across the road, 
above the bridge, covered 
with a grill - no change to 
the road levels with this 
option.
£4.6 million is being spent 

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE  OLD ROAD  BOSCASTLE  CORNWALL  PL35 0AJ

SALES & SERVICE
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TEL OR FAX: 01840 250155

CLOVELLY CLOTHING
The Bridge, Boscastle - tel: 01409 281 381

REGATTA WRANGLER 
CRAGHOPPERS

FULL RANGE OF WATERPROOF/BREATHEABLE

CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR

The best of British Clothing
for the worst of British weather

SHOPS ALSO AT
BUDE - CLOVELLY - BARNSTAPLE

SHOP WITH US ON-LINE AT:
www.clovellyclothing.co.uk
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Pickwick
Antiques

The Old Mill Boscastle
Telephone: 01840 250770

Always good stocks of
Silver - Plate - Glass - Porcelain - Pictures

Small Furniture and much, much more

If you are looking for a special gift or momento 
then do look us up.  We have a wide selection 

of small items that make ideal presents. 
We also like to buy old and interesting items!

WESTERN SUPPLY COMPANY
Builders Merchant & Decorator Centre for Trade & DIY

Come and see our wide range of products including:
♦ An Extensive Range of Decorative Slabs & Decking ♦

♦ Fencing Panels ♦ Plasterboard ♦ Plywood ♦ Treated Timber ♦
♦ Planed Timber & Mouldings ♦ Graded Sawn Timber ♦

♦ Sand ♦ Concrete Blocks ♦ Chippings ♦ Cement ♦
♦ Plumbing Fittings ♦ Electrical Fittings & Cable ♦

♦ Screws ♦ Fixings ♦ Insulation Products ♦
♦ Hardware ♦ New & Second Hand Goods etc ♦ 

... and a paint mixing machine that can mix thousands of colours!

COME AND HAVE A LOOK!
Atlantic Road, Delabole (01840) 212580
Open 7 days (Sat & Sun morning only)  Ample Parking  Deliveries arranged

Established 1965

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200  Fax: 01840 250900

Established 1997
serving the local community

conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc

Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist

Harbour Secretary

on flood alleviation - why 
not spend a few thousand 
on stopping the flood that 
happens around every 3 
years.
I believe the same story exists 
in Paradise (the Boscastle 
one!)   GK

It appeared that the ‘Gateway 
Centre’ was diverting water 
down the road into the way 
of the shops etc off the car 
park this only went on for a 
while but if there was more 
rain it might become serious.   
J

Treforder Water
Water cascading down the 
road…broken through wall 
in two places and floods 
down the bank bringing 
debris and rubble … across 
road and through our top 
gate … through orchard 
and out bottom of garden.  
Culvert on bend unable 
to handle flow of water … 
consequently floods through 
(our neighbour’s) front door 
… and then back in river 
(it took both their dustbins 
and paving this time)…
the camber of the road is 
wrong… the so-called ‘speed 
hump’ throws water towards 
both cottages leaving it to 
pond outside No 2 Treforder 
Water and again flow over 
their wall.   M S
The new streetscape works 
should help, and CCCs 
proposals are due for public 
consultation soon.  It is 
important that the capacity 
of the proposed gullies is 
reviewed, but I suspect 
normal road gullies would 
not cope with Thursday’s 
downpour.  CCC propose a 
speed hump outside the gift 
shop: clearly this needs a 
kerb to funnel water down 

towards the harbour; there 
is a risk a hump in the road 
could only make it worse.  
Similarly on the New 
Road side of the bridge a 
lot of water was cascading 
down and across the 
bridge.  There needs to be 
a camber that sends water 
towards the harbour.  This 
was easily achieved by a 
few sandbags on Thursday, 
so the change of grade may 
be only a couple of inches.
Colin Mitchell, 
Carillion.
(All these comments 
are edited versions 
of comments sent to 
Arthur Bannister in his 
role as Chairman of 
Forrabury and District 
Parish Council.)
On 21 June 76mm 
(3ins) of rainfall fell over 
eight hours.  In August 
2004 200mm (8ins) fell 
in four hours, in other 
words about five times 
the volume in the same 
period of time.
The Parish Council have 
now formally written 
to Andrew Houghton 
of the Environment 
Agency asking for firm 
start dates for works to 
alleviate further flooding 
in Boscastle.  The recent 
flood, although not of the 
intensity three years ago, 
has worried householders 
who foresee problems 
insuring their properties 
in the future.  Therefore 
the Council has asked 
the EA to approach the 
County’s insurers with 
a view to providing 
an indemnity against 
flood damage while the 
proposed works are being 
completed.

Floods & All ThAT... continued from page 34
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At The Old Mill
01840 250223

Decorative Home
Accessories &
Unusual Gifts

Coffee  +  Light  +  Teas
Lunches

MILLER’S PANTRY

BOTTREAUX GARAGE 
DEVELOPMENT
Belsham Court Properties has resubmitted 
plans to develop the Bottreaux Garage 
site as a small estate of fourteen houses. 
Again the Parish Council has rejected the 
application, which is due to go before 
the District Planning Committee on 11 
September.

While Belsham had improved its design, 
removing timber cladding and outside 
staircases, for instance, and reconfiguring 
the layout so that houses are built one side 
only of the access road, a number of issues 
remain. The application was submitted to 
NCDC the day before Belsham revealed 
the new plans to the public on July 10th. 
It retains certain controversial features, 
notably the three-storey height of some 
houses (which Belsham insists are only 
two-and-a-half stories high).

Belsham now offers two affordable 
homes, instead of two flats. These were 
considered by the Parish Council as being 
too few and too small for the needs of 
local families.

Car parking for 21 cars, some on shared 
areas, was also considered insufficient.

The site access onto a busy cross-
roads would exacerbate traffic hazards on 
Doctor’s Corner. Concerns were expressed 
about tree-felling and replacement with 
other species. Visually the site would still 
be obtrusive, and have a deleterious effect 
on householders in Paradise Road.

The major problems lie with coping 
with surface water run off and sewage 
disposal. The applicants considered 
that containment tanks will cope with 
surface water, but their capacity was 
considered inadequate, and lacks specific 
detail, especially in view of recent flood 
problems. Nevertheless the Environment 
Agency proposes no objection to the 
planning application. The addition of 
new drains could only increase the risk of 
overloading the village’s sewage system, 
and contradicts the District Council’s and 
EA’s own former strictures about further 
development. NCDC are likely to require 
a site meeting to discuss the application 
before coming to a decision.Answers to Crossword:

Across 1 sparrow 7 toy 9 urge 10 aumbry 
13 neigh 15 pear 16 flora 17 opinion 19 la 
20 ebony 23 otitis 25 house 29 wen 30 tithe 
33 knob 34 eros 35 dye 36 reef 39 ranch  
41 prod 43 heard 45 sense 46 tier 48 al  
50 eosin 52 twaddle 55 ego 56 louis 57 nog 
58 smudge
Down 1 sunflower 2 prelate 3 agio 4 regret 
5 wagon 6 impi 7 tyro 8 yak 11 bench  
12 rai 14 habit 18 python 21 osier 22 xebec 
24 inferno 26 ok 27 under 28 soy 31 trait  
32 eschew 37 epee 38 fosse 40 herald  
42 deign 44 dali 47 item 49 less 51 no  
53 dog 54 due

Going green has brought Gold 
Awards from a unique tourism 
business scheme for five of the area’s top 
accommodation providers. Boscastle 
has the highest concentration of the 
award in the UK and by far the best 
in Cornwall.

The five top award winners are 
Bosayne Guest House in Tintagel and 
The Old Rectory, Valency Bed and 
Breakfast, Lower Meadows House 
and Orchard Lodge, all in Boscastle.

The Green Tourism Business 
Scheme has been running in England 
for just six years. The idea is to 
encourage the tourism industry that 
being aware of climate change and 
the risk of environmental damage is 
not just common sense, it also saves 
money and boosts business.

The award means a double Gold 
for the Old Rectory at St Juliot, 
known worldwide for its associations 
with Thomas Hardy. The historic 
guest house has just celebrated 
retaining its coveted five star and 
Gold status from Visit Britain.

In Boscastle, the Valency and 
neighbouring Lower Meadows 
House B&Bs are also celebrating. 
Both premises have battled back and 
made successful recoveries after the 
flood of 2004 and the Gold gongs 
are an added boost.

At Valency B&B John and 
Denise Tillinghast are waiting to 
add the plaque to their recently 
received silver accolade, also from 
Visit Britain. 

At Lower Meadows House 
Adrian Prescott, who is chairman 
of Boscastle’s Chamber of Trade 
and Commerce, was equally 
delighted. Adrian and his wife, 
Anne, have been in Boscastle for 
five years and play a big part in the 
local community. 

Fiend to Friend
At Orchard Lodge, newcomer 

to the hospitality business, Shelley 
Barratt, is knocked out by the 
award, having “turned Orchard 
Lodge from an eco-fiend into an 
eco-friend in just six months”.

In Tintagel, Julie & Keith 
Walker run Bosayne Guest House 
and news of the awards has been 
eagerly awaited after the rigorous 
inspection in May. They have 
long supported environmentally 
friendly tourism and like the other 
Gold winners are enthusiastic 
members of both GTBS and 
Coast (the Cornwall Sustainable 
Tourism Project).

Also on the Green awards list 
are Andy and Jenny Ryan, who 
own Treworra Barton self catering 
holiday cottages in Davidstow.  
They’ve received a Silver award.

Rebecca David & Steve Kessell 
of NCDC are both delighted by 
the news and proud of the work 
put in by local accommodation 
providers at helping to keep the 
area clean and green. 

ALL THAT GLITTERS...IS GREEN
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To celebrate their Golden Wedding
Basil & Jean Jose

are having an Open House
at Arden, Green Lane

on Friday, 26th October from 2pm.
All family & friends are welcome.

No presents. Any donations for Parkinson’s Disease

The South Yorkshire village of 
Catcliffe, near Rotherham, was one of 
the worst hit in the July floods. Over 
two hundred homes were devasted, 
and six hundred inhabitants forced 
to seek emergency accommodation 
elsewhere, many in tents and caravans 
while waiting for their homes to be 
made habitable again.

Their plight prompted a number 
of Boscastle residents, like Trixie 
Webster, who was one of those who 
suffered worst in the 2006 Flood, to 
show her sympathy by actively raising 
money to help victims of a similar 
catastrophe. Raymund Rogers, 
Graham King and Keriann Godwin 
were instrumental in organising ways 
in which the people of Boscastle could 
contribute towards flood relief. Very 
soon on board were Arthur Bannister,  
Jane Castling, John Maughan, the 
Roddas and a host of others who did 
their bit to organise the collection of 
gift boxes.

These have been delivered by Trixie 
and Raymund to the Reverend David 
Bent, Church of England vicar of the 
area, one of the most active members 
of the community. The Napoleon held 
a garden party as a fund raising event, 
and the Cobweb and Wellington lent 
their support by providing collection 
boxes to encourage regulars and 
visitors to contribute financially. To 
date through all the efforts of the team 
and the community some £6,000 has 
been raised for this project.

Janey Comber, Ward District 
Council member also demonstrated 
the local concern by visiting the 
area, and County Councillor 
Glenton Brown suggested a holding 
a concert in the Methodist Chapel, 
to be hosted and compered by the 
Reverend Bryan Ede (a Delabole 
lad) and Peter Parsons from 
Tresmeer.

It was a proper Cornish evening. 
St Gennys Silver band was as always, 
in fine form, as were the Tintagel 
Orpheus Male Voice Choir, 
including its two soloists, Mervyn 
(“You’ll Never Walk Alone”) and 
George (“Bridge Over Troubled 
Water.”) In fact the opening band 
number The Old Rustic Bridge 
appeared a lament for the soon-
disappearance of The Lord’s Bridge 
in the lower harbour.

Catcliffe Flood Appeal
Maybe the highlight of the evening 

was the splendid violin playing of John 
Heard (from St Austell) accompanied 
by his wife Rosemary, whose virtuoso 
rendition of Brahms’ Hungarian 
Dances and many other old favourites 
brought the audience to its feet cheering 
and stamping and demanding more.

Amongst all this jollity it was 
Raymund Rogers who reminded 

the audience of the reasons for the 
gathering. The people of Catcliffe, 
a former mining village, had had 
their share of problems and decline 
before the floods, and certainly had 
not attracted the media coverage and 
national sympathy Boscastle had 
received. Now they were nevertheless 
much heartened to feel that others 
in a similar situation were able to 
provide both moral and financial 
comfort in a time of trouble.

Anyone who wishes to help 
Catcliffe further can contribute via 
the TSB (Catcliffe Flood Appeal, 
Sort Code 77 71 16 account 
no. 61042768) or by contacting 
Raymund or any other organiser.

Benefit Concert at the  Methodist Chapel 

Flood Aid from Boscastle
In July, Mandy Washer held a Coffee 
Morning at her home, Penlea, and 
this raised £105 for the Catcliffe 
Flood Aid from Boscastle appeal.
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COASTGUARDS’ REPORT

1/6/07 18:05 Call from 
Falmouth to L.Siford & 
G.King, two boys stuck on 
the cliffs below Camelot 
Castle possible one in 
the water Port Issac ILB 
lanched also Rescue 193 
on scene both boys were ok 
cold and wet returned to 
station 19:16.
In Attendance L.Siford-
G.King-B.Mills-D.Roots-
A . W i l l i a m s - T. L i t t l e -
S.Roberts.
15/6/07 18:27 Call from 
Falmouth possible canoeist 
in trouble off Barras Nose 
two man search team 
on cliffs walking north 
the canoeist was located 
at Western Blackapit 
in no trouble heading 
for Boscastle Harbour. 
Returned to Station 19:24

In Attendance G.King-
D.RootsT.Little-M.Smith.
21/6/07 17:45 Call from 
Falmouth to G.King flash 
flooding in Boscastle 
L.Siford already on scene 
Boscastle Team paged, 
Coastguard mobile moved 
to high ground for radio 
comms with Falmouth
The team was put into 
teams of two in the harbour 
and Doctors Corner area’s 
stood down at 19:11
In Attendance L.Siford-
G.King-D.RootsT.Little-
M.Smith-A.Wi l l i ams-
S.Stewardson.
After talking with 
Falmouth we decided to 
leave G.King-D.Roots-
T.Little on a casualty 
risk watch until 21:00 
when they were relieved 

by L.Siford-S.Roberts  
returned to station 22:30 
Rain stopped.
3/7/07 17:16 Call from 
Falmouth to L.Siford & 
G.King Report of a lady 
stuck on the cliff at Rocky 
Valley with her dog both 
were air lifted by rescue 
193 who was on exercise in 
the area.
In Attendance L.Siford-
G.King-D.RootsT.Little-
M . S m i t h - S . R o b e r t s -
A & D W i l l i a m s - S & D 
Stewardson.
7/7/07 16:57 Falmouth 
paged team lady with 
head injuries at Trebarwith 
Strand assist Ambulance 
crew with the casualty  
returned to Station  17:40.
In Attendance L.Siford-
G . K i n g - D . R o o t s 
DWil l iams-S.Rober ts- 
M.Smith.
8/7/07 17:55 Paged by 
Falmouth report of a male 
on the cliffs between Youth 
Hostal Gleeb cliff and 
Trebarwith Strand with 
suspected heart attack 
casualty located at Hole 
Beach, medics transported 
from the road to the 
scene by CG mobile the 
casualty was suffering from 
a panic attack and was 
walked to the CG mobile 
and transported with the 

medic’s to the ambulance 
up on the road.
In Attendance L.Siford-
G . K i n g - D . R o o t s - 
DWil l iams-S.Rober ts- 
M.Smith.
30/7/07 21:00 L.Siford-
G.King  paged by Falmouth  
stood down 21:09
In Attendance L.Siford-
G.King
31/7/07 Team paged by 
Falmouth man with broken 
ankle on cliff path Bossinney 
Land Ambulance on scene 
casualty stretchered by 
Coastguards to Ambulance 
crew at Bossinney 
Lands then transported 
to the Ambulance up 
on the main road. In 
Attendance L.Siford-
G.King-A&DWilliams-
S&Dstewardson-T.Little-
B.Mills.
1/8/07 Team paged by 
Falmouth young boy 
fallen Boscastle Harbour 
bang on the head taken 
to Treliske by land 
Ambulance. In Attendance 
L.Siford-G.King-D.Roots- 
DWil l iams-S.Rober ts-
T.Little.

That’s all for now please 
take care on our Coastline

Les Siford Station 
Officer.

See page 23 for Thankyou 
letters to Coastguards, 

Jenni & Alan Sabin welcome you to

The Spinning Wheel
Bridge Walk, Boscastle

Pavement Cafe & Bistro
Lunches & Daily Specials

Hot & Cold Snacks
Morning Coffee & Afternoon Tea

Beers, Wines, Ciders & Soft Drinks
Kelly’s Clotted Cream Ice Cream

01840 250501

PenninG
P A i n t i n G
Private and commercial Painters and decorators

CornWAll devon

01840 250047     01626 337596

Building &
ProPerty Maintenance
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w r perry & Son
Building contractors

stone masons
roofIng specialists

renovations/extensions
family business - established for

40 years
tel: Boscastle 01840 250081

For those of you who 
would like an evening of 
good, clean fun, and there 
probably are one or two 
of you, even among my 
readers, if you have tasted 
of all the boundless delights 
offered by the many 
hostelries of Boscastle, 
let me take you a little 
further, not too far from 
this sophisticated seaside 
village to the unsung, but 

warmly welcoming hamlet 
of Tresparrett. Nestling in 
the centre, with its own 
car park, a little aviary, and 
a thoughtfully provided 
smokers’ gazebo just 
outside the front door (ha! 
ha! man with clipboard, it’s 
outside, so there!) lies the 
Horseshoe Inn. 

As regular as clockwork,  
on Wednesday evenings, 
a motley crew of devoted 
fans from Boscastle, 
Marshgate and even as far 
afield as Bolventor, (that 
shows how keen they are), 
descend upon the pub for 
their gourmet soirée of 
Fish and Chips! Not only 
is this a pleasure, but it is 
a treat enhanced by the 
stunning service provided 
by Pat, landlady and whizz 

Up the Horseshoe…
kid in the kitchen, and 
Pete, peerless barman and 
purveyor of fantastically 
easy wine! The trick is to 
phone in your order for 
the Wednesday Evening 
Travelling Fish and Chip 
Van: Bob’s your uncle, Pete 
does the rest! Not only do 
you not have go outside 
and queue, but you get hot 
plates, cutlery, napkins and 
condiments provided at 
your table.

We are not only lured 
by the food and wine, 
but by the jolly company 
of local regulars, Bill, 
Nobby, Kevin, Penny, you 
know who you are! The 
members of our gang are 
not sufficiently sporty to 
actually stop drinking, 
get up from the table and 
take advantage of the dart 
board or the pool table, 
but for the fitness fanatics, 
these facilities are there for 
the taking. In addition, for 
the few remaining  smokers 
who are bent on bringing 
the nation to its knees 
by indulging in their vile 
habit, the gazebo beckons 
enticingly just outside 
the door, where they may 
pursue their life of crime 
unmolested.  

                                AR

H. venninG
- MASON -

For Professional and Quality Work
• RENOVATIONS  •EXTENSIONS
•PLASTERING  • STONEWORK

• ROOFING

Lundy House, Boscastle

TEL: 01840 250113

VENNINGS
Fore Street, Tintagel

(Next to Lloyds Bank)
12 Fishing Tackle & Bait 12

12 Hiking Poles & Sticks 12

12 Binoculars 12

12 Swiss Army Knives 12

Tel 01840 770 212

Ann Rodda eats out  
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The Tiger Temple
Three hours from Bangkok, 
we are again in a different 
world, set amid forests, 
dotted with villages. We 
now walk through the gates 
of a Buddhist monastery 
known as ‘The Tiger 
Temple, a wildlife sanctuary 
set up in 1994. Villagers 
would take injured animals 
to The Abbot to be cared 
for by the monks, and then 
returned to the forest. In 
1999 the first orphaned 
tiger cub was brought to the 
monastery; her mother had 
been killed by poachers. 
A further six orphaned 
cubs from the forest were 
brought to the sanctuary, 
and then more tigers were 
born in captivity. Today 
there are 18 tigers housed 
in large steel cages near the 
temple. But, at about mid-
day, every day, the tigers are 
walked by their handlers 
and the Abbot from the 
temple along a dusty 
winding pathway down to 
a wide natural canyon. The 
tigers are secured to stakes 
in the ground and for the 
next four hours they play 
and sleep and pose for us. 
At the far end of the canyon 
there is a large natural water 
pool where the younger 
cubs play in the water.

If you are brave, you are 
led by the hand to visit the 
friendliest tigers, which look 
more like enormous cuddly 
cats than beasts of the 
jungle. I was fascinated by 
their huge paws, like giant 
kittens with over fed, pale, 
fluffy tummies. I wanted to 
snuggle up. Then you are 
reminded exactly who they 

are the minute they raise 
their huge shoulders, and 
their soft faces with steely 
eyes are suddenly within 
inches of your delicate 
body. I was immediately 
aware of their superiority 
in the pecking order; I was 
just another possible meal.

The tigers are given 
their names according to 
Buddhist custom, such as 
Storm and Sunshine. It is 
Lightning that I am sharing 
breathing space with right 
now, his shoulders have 
raised unnaturally to my 
squatting head height. I 
retreat swiftly, but quietly, 
and am led over to Morning 
Sky and Sky Place, two 
three year olds, resting in 
the sunshine on a large 
rock. I was encouraged to 
stroke their backs, my hand 
disappeared into the pelt of 
Sky Place, it felt deep and 
silky, and I can’t believe 
I am doing this. Then 
Morning Sky, the irritable 
one raised her head and 
let out a powerful roar and 
revealed her impressive set 
of white ivories.  I retreat to 
a safer distance. 

Many people have asked 
if the Tigers are drugged. 
The Abbot and handlers 
insist they are not. “The 
Tigers have been hand-
reared by the monks since 
birth and are used to human 
contact. They have never 
attacked but the young ones 
can be very playful, and the 
monks are adept at reading 
their behaviour”. 

The whole experience 
was of quietness and deep 
respect for these amazing 
creatures and one of 

admiration for the monks, 
the Abbot and the volunteer 
handlers. It was nothing like 
an outing to the zoo. After 
three hours we walked back 
up the dusty path from the 
canyon, quietly, respectfully, 
side by side with the Tigers, 
to the top of the hill near 
the temple, where they are 
coerced, gently, back into 
their steel cages for their 
evening meal.

What of their future?
The tigers that we met 

at the sanctuary today will 
not be released back into 
the wild. They cannot be. 
But it is still a marvellous 

testament to the dedication 
and generosity of the monks 
that these tigers survived at 
all. Orphaned and often in 
a critical condition when 
they arrived from the forest, 
they have grown into strong 
adults and have successfully 
bred in captivity, several 
twins too. The future is 
being built right now. ‘Tiger 
Island’ will cover 12 acres 
and will be home to today’s 
tigers, giving them freedom 
to roam. Future visitors will 
only be able to observe, from 
the safe distance behind a 
deep moat. The long term 
aim is to repatriate future 
generations back into 

Travellers’ Tales: Released Back Into Captivity?
Deborah Halliday concludes the story of her & 
Stephen’s recent adventures

BoscastLE’s famous

musEum
of

witchcraft

opEN DaiLY  apriL - haLLowEEN  01840 250111
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Ruth and Alan Watson welcome you to:

email: stchristophers@hotmail.com

Situated in the old,
upper part of this 
beautiful harbour 
village, with its spectacular coast and countryside

Tel: 01840 250412

ST CHRISTOPHER’S
HOTEL
High Street,
Boscastle,
PL35 0BD

●   9 ensuite Rooms
●   Bed and Breakfast
●   Coffee & Tea making facilities in every room

the wild. It was a unique 
experience for us to be 
able to touch and just be 
with the tigers. In a way I 
am pleased though, that 
it won’t be for very much 
longer, that anyone will be 
able to interact with the 
tigers the way we did today. 
I am told that the next 
generation will have little 
human contact. They will 
be trained to hunt and feed 
themselves on the ‘Tiger 
Island’ then released back 
into the wild.

We retreated and walked 
back out through the gates. 
After three dusty hours, 
we’re back in Bangkok. 
We had a lazy night poring 
over our bank statement, 
deciding whether we could 
afford to continue this 
adventure. It didn’t take 
long. We have to admit to 
both being very tired, and 
the near zero tells us we are 
financially impoverished. 
So that’s the bottom line. 
We’ve nearly run out of 
money. We were desperate 
to finish our trip in India. 
Instead we have re-arranged 
our flights and go home in 

six days time. To console 
ourselves we spend just a 
few more dollars and move 
into a comfortable, but 
cheap hotel with carpet, a 
bath and clean white sheets 
on a very big bed. I love it.  
To keep cool we headed for 
the amazingly spacious, icy 
shopping malls of Bangkok 
for some window shopping 
and the sheer hell of it. It 
is such a novelty. If you 
have money or plastic, it 
is a shopper’s paradise. I’m 
also enjoying drinking big 
fat lattes, reading the local 
papers and watching the 
world of Bangkok pass me 
by. The heat and humidity 
of Bangkok is unbearable. 
If you are clever you can 
negotiate the air-con of the 
subways to take you across 
the city almost without 
breaking into a sweat. If 
you have to step out onto 
the streets it is like standing 
in front of an open furnace 
and you immediately fry.

Can’t believe it’s over!
We have crossed the 

equator four times, dipped 
our toe into a myriad 
of oceans, experienced 

the diversity of several 
continents, had four 
New Year Celebrations, 
survived a nasty mugging, 
avoided near robberies, 
survived a couple of riots, 
a nasty roadblock of angry 
protesters, and altitude 
sickness.

We’ve slept in the jungle 
with a plethora of wildlife, 
with hill tribes on the 
Chinese border, overnight 
trains, on overnight buses 
galore, planes, airport 
floors and the twilight zone 
of characters in transit to 
nowhere, an ex prison, 
hospital grounds, a tepee, a 
shed, a palace, a beach, under 
the stars, in a Chinese junk 
on the high seas, numerous 
ratty hostels and some 
lovely ones, the occasional 
sumptuous hotel, some 
incredibly seedy institutes 
and not least, our Susy in 
New Zealand!To do it we 
Sailed, Kayaked, Pedalled, 
Tramped, Walked, Bussed, 
Trained, Drove, Flew and 

stumbled our way around 
the globe, covering nearly 
70,000 miles.  Would we 
do it again? Yes, yes, just 
when?

It is impossible to say 
where was the best. Mostly, 
everywhere was special for 
different reasons, but it 
is always the people. The 
people you meet along the 
way and the things you 
learn that make the journey. 
We will miss the freedom.

We are now back home 
in our beloved Boscastle. 
We have spent the last few 
months trying to adjust, it’s 
near impossible. Stephen 
is starting his new job and 
I’m going to University, all 
preparation for the next big 
trip! However if you have 
enjoyed reading about our 
travels, do not despair! We 
do plan to return to India 
and finish the trip, soon. I 
hope to have a website up 
and running next time. 
Thanks for reading.  DH

Travellers’ Tales continued
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In my capacity as advice 
giver to the nation, or the 
small but perfectly formed 
part of it which is under the 
sway of the Blowhole, l feel 
it is incumbent upon me 
to offer some instructions, 
warnings, caveats, even, 
to the innocent, such as I 
was until today, concerning 
the dangers and pitfalls 
which may lie in wait for 
the unwary who receive an 
unexpected invitation.

There was I, insensible 
to the world of film making 
(entertainment in general, 
some might add darkly) 
and to any of its attendant 
horrors, when I answered 
the telephone. ‘Would you 
be able to be extras for 
some Doc Martin filming 
at Pencarrow tomorrow?’ 
asked Victoria. (Let me 
make it absolutely clear 
at this point that I have 
absolutely nothing against 
Victoria: she is delightful, 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN US?
Ann Rodda’s adventures as a film extra

helpful, has nothing to hide 
and pays you at the end of 
the day. Who’s complaining? 
And I might like another 
job.) My immediate thought 
that I had finally been 
spotted by a sharp-eyed 
talent scout as a potential 
Miss Great Britain, maybe 
some years too late, may 
have turned my head. My 
head swam with thoughts 
of being in a micro second 
of television, (‘Look! That’s 
the back of my shoe!’), 
being photographed with 
Martin Clunes, the roar 
of the greasepaint, seeing 
Pencarrow’s lovely gardens 
which I have always been 
too mean to pay to enter, 
the financial reward( no, 
I’m not telling you, you 
go and do it yourself and 
find out), plus free food. In 
that very small window of 
opportunity where one can 
say yes or no, folks, I said 
yes.

As if it wasn’t enough 
that Victoria assured me 
that she was looking for a 
more senior clientele, alas 
for my dreams of Miss 
Great Britain, she asked if 
I could find other desperate 
pensioners, strike that from 
the record, who would be 
prepared to join us on this 
day of unbridled fun. But 
brothers and sisters, I found 
them! Tony and Andy came 
with us! There were some 
moments of confusion 
while I sorted out with 
Victoria whether Andy was 
a boy or a girl and whether 
Tony was a boy or a girl, 
but I think it’s important to 
get these things right from 
the start. I thought it was 
bad enough when Victoria 
said, ‘We want you there at 
7.30am, and then rang back 
to say, ‘Make that 7am’. 
Excellent, I thought. That 
merely means leaving home 
at 6.30am, a time which 
does not usually figure in 
my diary. I rang Andy to 
convey this information 
and some misunderstanding 
followed. Tony and Andy 
arrived at 6am, dressed 
in immaculate clothing: 
for a moment I feared the 

bailiffs had finally tracked 
us down. Tony looked like 
a high court judge. But, 
we arrived on time. And 
it was only ten to seven in 
the bloody morning. This 
was the start of a long, 
but interesting, day. I can 
hear the mutterings of the 
people who talk of the 
Chinese curse ‘May you live 
interesting times.’

During the longueurs, 
-yes, that is the correct 
spelling,- of the day, Andy 
and myself compiled a list 
of maybe a thousand things 
upon which one would 
be well advised to reflect 
and maybe act before 
accepting an invitation 
such as Victoria’s. I am sure 
you will wish to read this. 
Although a huge amount 
of stuff is going on, most of 
it, if you are an extra, will 
not involve you. In fact, 
although the four of us were 
away from home for a total 
of almost fifteen hours, a 
maximum of three hours 
was spent in front of the 
cameras. In point of fact, 
let’s be frank, ‘in front of ’ 
is probably an exaggeration: 
‘just out of camera shot’ 
or ‘with one’s back to the 

Ann Rodda (front version) with Martin Cluness

Offices at:

Camelford ~ 6 Market Place     01840 212121
Tintagel ~ Fore Street     01840 770825

Contact Parkway Estate Agents for a Free Market Appraisal

●   Estate Agents
●   Business Transfer 
●   Surveying & Architectural Drawing
●   Permanant Tenancy Letting
●   Stroud & Swindon Building Society 
●   Mortgage And Investment
●   Insurance

PARKWAY
ESTATE AGENTS, BUSINESS TRANSFERS, SURVEYORS & VALUERS

www.parkwaycornwall.co.uk
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NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW

Phone: 01840 211054  Mobile: 07976 412374

Will undertake any interior or exterior work 
on your house including:

Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry  

Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for 

conservatories

camera’ is probably a more 
accurate description. The 
three major pieces of advice 
are firstly, go with friends 
whose company you enjoy, 
which we did, secondly, 
take plenty to do, novels 
to read, card games to play, 
sudoku and crosswords to 
solve, and thirdly, make 
sure that everything you 
may need is contained in a 
small, portable, lightweight 
container which you keep 
with you. I can guarantee 
that, if you have left 
something at spot A, when 
you need it you will be at 
spot B. And spot A will be 
at the opposite end of the 
battle field from spot B. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN US?
continued

Pencarrow has 55 acres: we 
seemed to cross quite a lot 
of them quite frequently, 
mainly to transport to spot 
A something left at spot B, 
or vice versa. Good catering, 
though! I consumed 
improbable quantities of 
food. The caterers even 
came up with a choice of 
macaroni cheese or chilli 
after we finally finished at 
eight in the evening. 

We four were mere 
beginners in the world of 
the ‘extra’, but many of 
those in attendance were 
old hands at the job. The 
regulars make sure they 
turn up in exactly the right 

outfit to attract the eye. A 
lady who clearly thought 
she outranked Madonna 
in any star line up assured 
me that her husband, also 
eye-catchingly clad, was 
the leading light of the 
Tresoddit Players. I have 
changed the name of the 
Amateur Dramatic group to 
protect the less pretentious 
members of the group. In 
fact, several of the keen old 
hands had more serious 
pretensions regarding 
their possible fleeting 
and unacknowledged 
appearance on the small 
screen than the actual 
star of the show, Martin 
Clunes. He is such a truly 
delightful person, if you are 
lucky enough to meet him: 

he seems to have time for 
everyone. He stops to talk 
to you, (I did button hole 
him, I readily confess) and 
has his photo taken for the 
millionth time with good 
grace at the end of a very 
long day, even though he 
must have been as anxious 
to get home as everyone 
else.

The whole thing was 
great fun and an eye-opening 
lesson in what vast numbers 
of people and equipment 
are involved in producing 
what will probably be a few 
moments of screen time, 
maybe including a shot of 
the back of my head.

Andy & Tony remain cheerful in the rain ~ did the wine help?

Professional
Massage Therapy

Clinic
Therapeutic Massage (I.T.E.C. Diploma)

For stress; strain; backache; headache; muscle pain
Clinic: Treknow, Tintagel, (by appointment only)

Hospital, nursing home & private home 
visits can be arranged

Contact: Bridget Pentecost
Tel: 01840 770134   Mobile: 0791 777547

email: bridget@thenaturalhealingclinic.co.uk
website: www.thenaturalhealingclinic.co.uk
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During WW2 around 3 
¼ million British people, 
mainly children, were 
evacuated from the major 
cities and the fear of enemy 
air raids. It was one of the 
countries biggest ever social 
upheavals. The families 
believed that the best 
option was to send their 
children to the country 
for their safety. 20,000 
evacuees travelled to areas 
mainly in Cornwall and 
Somerset. Few evacuees 
knew where they would 
end up after a long and 
tiring train journey which 
sometimes lasted for days. 
Often they would be 
dropped off in groups at 
railway stations along the 
route. They would then 
march along the road from 
the station to the local 
village hall where they 
would wait to be picked 
out by their new foster 
parents.

Relations between 
evacuees and foster parents 
could be very difficult; 
the children coming 

from a very different 
lifestyle, background and 
environment. Many of 
those who took in evacuees 
were well meaning and 
kindly people but they 
were often not prepared for 
these children. One of these 
children was Robert (Bob) 
Burfitt who now lives in 
Buxton in Derbyshire.

Bob says he was 5 or 
6 years old when he was 
evacuated to Boscastle in 
1941-2. He remembers 
going to Epsom station 
with many of his classmates 
from school. His parents 
waved him off tearfully. He 
doesn’t remember feeling 
particularly sad as it was 
a great adventure for him. 
He has no recollections of 
the journey but remembers 
arriving at Camelford 
where they were taken to 
a large hall. He was one 
of the last children to be 
picked up. He was billeted 
with Mr and Mrs Couch 
and Valerie Buckingham. 
The house was called Valley 
View and he says it was 
situated on the High Road. 
He can clearly remember 
going down some steps 
into a conservatory where 
Mr Couch grew dahlias. If 
a dahlia flower got broken 
from its stem he would 
float it in a bowl of water 
and put it on the table.

Mr Ernest Couch was 
land agent for the manor. 
Bob says that Mrs Ann 
Couch was the sister 
of George Bellamy who 
became Lord of the Manor 
in 1918. Bob believes 

they had several children 
but by the 1940s only 
Mrs Buckingham, whose 
husband had been killed 
early in the war, was living 
at home with her parents.

Bob’s memories of 
Boscastle are houses with 
bridges over a stream. He 
says when he returned 
many years later he realised 
that these houses were on 
his way to school and of 
course the bridges were the 
slate steps over the storm 
drains. He bathed in the 

he can no longer remember 
who used to say ‘are you 
going up Pentargon’. Bob 
has no memory of actually 
going there though.

They did however go 
to King Arthur’s Castle at 
Tintagel and he remembers 
it then as a just a mound 
of stones and not the tidy 
edifice it is today. Bob was 
in Boscastle when a bomb 
was dropped by a returning 
German bomber. He was 
in the church choir and 
recollects taking part in 
the Easter procession 
up through the valley to 
Minster Church. Bob 
wrote to his parents and 
sent them a fold out pack 
of postcards. On one he has 
marked Valley View ‘this is 
where I live’. His parents 
came to visit and stayed at 
the Wellington Hotel.

After the war Bob and 
his family kept in touch 
with Mr and Mrs Couch 
and sent them Christmas 
cards every year. They 
continued to send cards to 
Valerie Buckingham after 
she moved to Torquay until 
her cards ceased and they 
sadly assumed that she had 
died.

Bob speaks of his time 
in Boscastle with huge 
affection and was perfectly 
happy here he says he was 
not a bit homesick and that 
the Couches and Valerie 
were kindness itself. Does 
anyone remember him? 
If you would like to get 
in contact please let me 
know and I will put you in 
touch.   AK

Tales Of An Evacuee Or The Village Of Little 
Bridges  Anne Knight tells the story of one evacuee, Bob Burfitt

seawater bathing pool cut 
into the rocks and watched 
the blowhole, played ducks 
and drakes in the harbour, 
a game that he learnt in the 
village. Even now when he 
sees a stretch of water he 
wants to skim stones over 
it. He became very good 
at it and could achieve 4 or 
5 ‘bounces’. The children 
bought pasties from the 
bakery where there was a 
gorgeous smell of new baked 
bread. The word Pentargon 
has been in his memory 
ever since those days. He 
had a friend whose name 

Young Robert Burfitt

Bob in latter years


