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Artist and gardener, Carole Vincent takes a break from her busy schedule and
relaxes in her garden on Mount Pleasant.
See page 13 for more news about her garden and upcoming art exhibitions.
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LooKing to the future
Following our plea last
edition for assistance to
enable the Blowhole to
continue, we are delighted
to report that some
marvellous people have
offered proper help. We
have a new treasurer, a new
advertising manager and
an offer of assistance with
production. Whilst this is
splendid. we still could do
with a bit more help.
In particular we really
need someone to take on

the distribution. What
this entails is to have the
print run of the Blowhole
delivered to your house
once a quarter, then taking
copies to the fab people
who do the door-to-door
delivery to all residents of
the village. In addition, you
need to take Blowholes to
the village businesses who
kindly sell copies for us
and top up their supplies
as needed. It sounds like a
lot of work, but it’s largely

just a concentrated effort
of maybe a couple or three
hours once a quarter and
occasional trips to local
shops/pubs in between.
As ever, we always
welcome writers - you don’t
need to come to meetings
or be on the editorial team
to be a contributor, you
don’t have to write articles
for every edition; it would
be great to receive oneoff articles, features and
contributions to broaden

the scope and variety and
thus add interest for all our
readers.
Once again, a huge
thank you to everyone who
supports the Blowhole I’m flabbergasted to think
that the next issue will be
the hundredth - and rather
chuffed that a project that
arose from an aspiration at
a meeting at Melbourne
House has managed to
continue for so long!
PA

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for
publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the team.
The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne,
Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda and Sue Viner.
The next Blowhole will be published in December 2017
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year.
To subscribe either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole'.
Communications to the Blowhole can be posted to:
44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
The Blowhole is published quarterly and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

Page 2 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2017

Going Swimmingly Well!

Launceston
swimming
club coach and swimmer,
Fran Baker (and of course,
as many of you already
know, long-term Boscastle
resident), has broken a
European record at the
ASA British National
Masters Championships
in Sheffield, Fran (pictured
above, second from the
left) was part of the 4 x
200M freestyle team that
smashed the previous
record by 12 seconds.
The team also broke the
previous record in the 4 x
100M freestyle relay.
In addition to her own
swimming, Fran is also
part of the coaching team

at Launceston Swimming
Club and trains with
the Masters group at
Phoenix Leisure Centre.
Launceston
Swimming
Club chairperson Helen
Ward,
said:
“Fran’s
dedication to swimming
as both an athlete and a
coach is inspirational to
all our younger swimmers,
many of whom strive to be
selected to swim at national
competitions.
This
achievement is testament
to hours of training with
John Rhodes and the
other Masters. everyone
at Launceston Swimming
Club is extremely proud of
her .”

Bus Shelter Update Environmental Protection
Following representations
from residents adjacent to
the proposed site (pictured
below) for a bus shelter
on Barnpark Road the
Clerk has approached the
County Council to ask

to assess potential impact of
vehicle fumes at the site. In
order to fully consult with
the community the Parish
Council is canvassing the
views of all potential users
and residents in the village.

Oil-Ordering Group
A reminder to place
your next order by 30th
September for a delivery
first week of October. If
you would like to have
your name on the register
and receive a 2p per litre
discount on all future
orders, please call Myrna
Lester on 01840 250250
and leave your details.

Used Stamps
Thank you very much for
continuing to drop your
stamps to the surgery or
through my letterbox at 8
Pentargon Road.
Over the last two years,
the group I work for has
raised £47,000! Every day
another 100 people start
to lose their sight, so keep
those stamps coming in!

CR

ML

The Old Manor House
Restaurant Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250251

Serving breakfast, lunches, evening meals,
Homemade Cornish cream tea
Enjoy your visit in the restaurant or our
sheltered tea garden with a large marquee.
Enjoy a few drinks with friends from THE SHACK our new fully licensed bar in the garden!
Dogs on leads welcome.

ALFRESCO SUNDAY
CARVERY
AVAILABLE IN OUR MARQUEE IN THE GARDEN
OR IN THE RESTAURANT & LET THE KIDS ENJOY
OUR PLAY AREA WHILE YOU RELAX
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Parish Pump
Bottreaux Garage Site
Development
Christopher
SelveyWillars, a local builder
based in Lanteglos near
Camelford, has recently
begun development of the
former Bottreaux garage
site.
Plans for the site
were approved in 2007
for construction of 14
houses, including two
affordable dwellings. These
will be a mix of terraced,
semi-detached
twothree-bedroom and two
detached
four-bedroom
homes. There will be 21
designated parking spaces
and room available on
the access road for casual
parking. Full details of the
application are available on
the County’s website or via
lcswbottreauxltd@gmail.
com.
Planning applications
can be viewed online by
following the links from
Cornwall Council’s website
www.cornwall.gov.uk
You can search for
planning
applications

by date, parish or ward,
and, as well as looking at
the plans, you can read
and submit comments to
current applications.
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Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle

SX 09697 90138
June 2017 July 2017 August
2017

Number of
days with no
rainfall
Max rainfall
on one day in
mm
Date on which
max fell

12

10

9

35.2

25.6

11.2

28th

11th

13th

Monthly total
rainfall in mm

120.8

117.6

95.6

Total rainfall
for same month
in 2016

128.2

49.8

89.6

Total rainfall
for same month
in 2007

173.1

163.6

94.3

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS

After a particularly busy
summer traffic and parking
problems have got worse.
While Cornwall Council
is
currently
debating

solutions to overcrowding
in the major towns
in
Cornwall,
despite
agreement in principle two
years ago it informed the

Parish Council no money
was available for traffic
orders in Boscastle.
Problems
caused
by illegal parking and
oncoming
traffic
on
Doctor’s Corner constitute
a serious hazard to vehicles
and
pedestrians.
In
response to its latest plea,
Oliver Jones (Highways)
replied “there is no funding
stream to implement such
changes, unless the parish
council would be willing to
fund something.”
This drew a terse reply
from Barry Jordan, our
local County Councillor.
“Do we have to wait
until someone is killed
or
seriously
disabled
before any action is taken.
Cornwall Council could

have asked the police to put
down No Waiting cones to
alleviate the problem in the
short term and the issue of
yellow waiting lines could
be dealt with in the coming
financial year, and please
don’t tell me there is no
money available when I see
money being spent willynilly elsewhere.”
The PC has decided
to ask owners of private
properties adjoining Old
and New Roads to consider
signage which would direct
drivers using Satnav away
from the old village street.
A large camper van and a
caravan (see photos) got
stuck in Fore Street on
the same morning and
had to be extricated with
difficulty.

Juliotter Garden Club
Club meetings are held
in Otterham & St Juliot
Hall and usually start at
7.30pm.
Meetings focus on
topical subjects and there
is always plenty of expert
advice available on how to
make your garden flourish.
Tea and coffee is served
and there is a raffle. Each
month there is usually a

speaker, with the following
arranged for this Autumn:
26 Sept: John Price ~ All
the tea in China
24 Oct: Robin Hill ~
Gardening on Dartmoor
28 Nov: Social Evening
Membership is £12
annually or guests £3. For
more information contact
Alan Green on 01566
781559 or Paul Greatorex,
01840 269178.

CR

...but we do have a new dog warden, see page 10
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Patient Participation Group Update
Bottreaux
Surgeries’
patient participation group
(PPG) acts as a liaison
between the patients and
the practice, passing on
information to the practice
that enables them to
provide better service for
the patients and informing
patients of changes at the
surgeries. Members come
from Boscastle, Tintagel,
and St. Gennys

Outstanding Matters
a) Waiting for breakdown
of £12,000 quote for
doors. No news on
funding for same.
b) Still awaiting plumbing,
electrical & other general
work to be done.
c) Leg club is under
discussion re venues, DNs,
GPs etc.
d) Ladies Masonic Hall
in Tintagel available for a
Flu clinic – to visit & risk
assess. Possible dates 5th
or 26th October. PPG to
be advised when booked
to enable local publishing.
Practice cannot advertise
but PPG may.

e) New window at
dispensary now fitted.
f ) Music on phone line
replaced with Bach.
Birdsong was not listener
friendly.

Practice Report
a) Bottreaux Surgery has
4,878 registered patients
as at 1 July 2017. Patient
population is served by
two GP partners and
one salaried GP, and a
clinical team comprising
two Practice Nurses, an
Assistant Practitioner, a
Health Care Assistant
and two phlebotomists.
Current trainees are one
GP Registrar and an
Apprentice Dispenser.
b) The Practice holds
funds of £1,445 received
from patients as donations,
which are at the disposal
of the PPG. These funds
to be used for the benefit
of patients and PPG will
decide how funds should
be spent but money will
be accounted for by the
Practice. 25% of patients
at this practice are out of

Styling irons

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women

the catchment area and
need to be removed from
the list. This is being
addressed for patient
safety.

Member Discussions
a) Car park being used by
non-surgery users. When
is the most problematic?
PPG members offered
to monitor the situation.
Various notices being
ordered for the surgery
– possibly some in car
park. Suggestion of
chain closing entrance
to be locked by last staff
member leaving to prevent
overnight parking.
b) Crowd funding for
doors? Fund raising locally
in summer.
c) Disability access to
surgery for prescription
difficult, when rang from
outside, message stated
‘Dispensary closed’ Phone
line closed 10.30 – 14.00
for safe dispensing but is
open to patients in person.
Patient could not enter
surgery without assistance,
could a bell be put on
door for assisted access?
d) Are there local support
groups for cancer patients?
Age UK has listings
of various groups &
facilities available, but
none known in this area.

A nurse from Derriford
Prostate department is
willing to run a support
group in Crackington or
other areas. This will be
investigated further.
e) Some patients have been
refused their appointment
if they are 5 minutes
late: Surgeries must run
to time. If patient is 5
minutes late they will be
asked to wait until there
is a slot available; if 10
minutes late they are given
another appointment.
There are some patients
who are consistently late,
this cannot be allowed.
Meeting closed at 20.00hrs
Next meeting – Thursday
21st September 7pm, why
not come along and give
your views?
www.boscastlecornwall.
org.uk/ppg/ppg.htm
CONTACT: John Wakelin
(Boscastle) at john.
wakelin@supalife.
com ; Janey Comber
(Crackington) at janey@
comber.plus.com

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors
Tel: 01566 86183 Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com
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Methodist Book Sale
A Book Sale was held at
the Boscastle Methodist
Church on August Bank
Holiday Monday in
aid of the Mission Aid
Fellowship. We welcomed
old friends and new , the
sun shone and the event
was well supported.
MAF is a charily that
flies into remote regions of
the globe and is committed
to serving individuals and
communities in these
areas.
Occasional
Book
swaps are also held at the
Boscastle Church. Look
out for details on local
notice boards.

HM Coastguard update

Back: M Smith (SO), A Teague, Middle: G Bosley (DSO),
P Stedman, B Winsper, Front: T Sprake, T Fisher (absent
so is replaced by dummy), P Legg, M Lewis
Photo taken by Jonathan Teague
copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Mick and Jo, The Book People

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Boscastle Coastguard has
seen a few changes in the
last couple of years going
from a 12-member team
down to 3 and now up to
9. We are looking to recruit
next year to take the team
back to 12 or even more.
If you are interested in
joining or want to find out
more, speak to one of the
team. We are now a fully
trained cliff team again now
covering from Polzeath
to Bude with help from
the flanking teams. The
coastguard was looking to

move us to bigger premises
out of Boscastle but that
now is on hold. Hopefully
the station will stay in
Boscastle as there has been
a team here since the 1800s
Mark Smith
Acting Station Officer

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to
take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted
coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine
Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE
01208 880849
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk
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NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS
When the previous Parish
Council was dissolved
in May at the end of its
four-year term only seven
out of ten councillors
applied to remain so were
re-appointed
without
an election. To fill the
three remaining posts
by co-option candidates
were asked to apply to
the Clerk and attend a
selection panel composed
of present councillors. Six
candidates applied and
after a short presentation
and taking questions three
were formally asked to join
the Council as members.
Robin Haddy
As a previous councillor
Robin’s re-appointment
was only prevented by a
technical mishap. A wellknown local farmer and
co-partner in Boscastle
Farm Shop and Café he
has a long association
with the village. He is
particularly proud of
his role as manager of
Boscastle Football Club’s
first team which has had
and continues a successful
record.

Above: Robin Haddy
Below: Anthony Brewer
Right: Steve Simmonds

Anthony Brewer
Has farmed Redivallen
Farm Trevalga for the past
16 years as well as running a
bed and breakfast business
and self-catering units.
He is presently Chair of

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Full range of plumbing services
Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems
Landlord Safety Certification
OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221
faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
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Trevalga Parish Meeting
and Boscastle Football
Club. He had been a
previous
member
of
Forrabury and Minster
Parish Council for a
number of years before
resigning due to business
and family commitments.
Before moving to Boscastle
in 2001 he was a member
of St Issey Parish Council
for fourteen years, for two
years as Chair, and served
on the planning committee
North Cornwall District
Council also for two years.
He now feels he has more
time again to give and offer
support to the community.
Steve Simmonds
First honeymooned in the
Melbourne House hotel
thirty years ago and visited
Boscastle many times
thereafter. He took early
retirement from a post as
project manager in 2013
and moved to the area in
2016. He is accompanied
by wife Brona and two
border collies Lucy and
Tiggy.
He now works part-time at
the local Spar Shop and is
a volunteer at the Museum
of Witchcraft.
He was a Borough
Councillor in Staffordshire
for nine years as well as
being involved in a number
of voluntary organisations.
He was a volunteer in a
telephone
befriending
service offering comfort
and help to lonely and
isolated people, a mental
health support worker
and as a member of the
Independent Monitoring
Board of HM Prisons,
appointed by the Ministry
of Justice. He is a qualified
teacher and holds an M.A.
in Political Theory.

Steve believes his career
and voluntary work have
taught him to be wellorganised, patient, open
to the views of others and
to be able to communicate
well at all levels. He values
team work as well as
individuality.
“I am grateful that
my fellow councillors
accepted my application
for co-option to the Parish
Council and look forward
to playing an active role
on behalf of the whole
community of Forrabury
and Minster.

The Parish Council were
gratified at both the
number and high quality
of all the candidates who
put themselves forward
for co-option, not the
situation in some parishes,
demonstrating the interest
shown in community
affairs within the village.
Chair: Fred Hockin: 250529
Nick Chater: 250677
Tracey Bright: 250278
Robin Haddy: 250195
Carolyn Edwards: 250051
Chris Jarvis: 250512
Chris Rodda: 250012
Steve Simmonds 250284
David Ferrett 250414
Anthony Brewer: 250854
Clerk: Adrian Prescott:
230609

Boscastle Dog
Warden
Soon to be patrolling
the village on behalf
of the Parish council is
Bob Banks who kindly
offered his services to
monitor and advise
on the issue of Dog
Fouling around the
village.
Bob who is a dog
owner himself and
runs Dog training
classes in the village
loves Boscastle and
wants to help keep it
clean from what has
been and is still an
annoying problem.
Armed with “Poo
Bags” he will be
covering all areas of
the village making sure
owners pick up after
their dogs and report
any that fail to do so.

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

Bob with his dogs, Mila and
Kendra
If anyone has particular
areas of concern or information
to assist Bob please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish
Council at forminpc@gmail.
com and it will be acted on
accordingly.
NC

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135
danroots@aol.com
Roofing • Carpentry • New Build
Extensions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: teri.roberts@trim-n-edge.co.uk

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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County Councillor
Barry Jordan writes:

I attended my first
meeting of the Warbstow
Parish Council on the
8th August and met the
Chairman,
councillors
and several members of
the community, one of
the major issues raised is
speeding, especially from
Warbstow to Canworthy
Water, this is also a
problem in Marshgate
and Otterham Station
and I have asked for speed
check to be implemented,
I have raised this with
Cornwall Council but
as yet not received a
positive response but will
continue to push to get
speeding addressed. There
is also a serious problem
in Boscastle around the
Doctors Corner/ Bottreaux

Garage area, I have been on
Lawrence Reed show today
and the Cabinet Member
said he would get the white
lines done right away and
would look into double
yellow lines on the corner,
I will remind him of this at
the next meeting.
I know this is a delicate
subject but could I please
ask dog owners to be more
circumspect when walking
their dogs, Neospora virus
is found in dog faeces and
can be easily spread, it is
very dangerous to animals
and if walked from roads to
footpaths, it causes animals
to abort their foetus, it
is now an offence when
walking your dog not to
carry a bag to collect dog
poo, please be careful and
pick it up and bin it, whilst
walking our dog recently
I have seen mounds just
left in the middle of the
roads and people who
have bagged it and left
it by the side of the road
or hung it in trees, this is
obviously unacceptable to
responsible owners so I am
asking everyone to be more
responsible and if necessary
report it, Boscastle PC

have a volunteer to become
a dog warden but Cornwall
Council cannot do the
training until they have six
people who will take on the
position, if anyone reading
this would like more
information or would like
to become a dog warden
please contact me.
This month has been
quiet as the Cornwall
Council has few meeting
during August; I attended
the Atlantic and Moor
action Group on the 18th
July where funds were
allocated to various groups
in the area to benefit our
communities.
I also attended the site
meeting for the proposed
bridge at Tintagel Castle,
this was very informative
and there is a further
meeting on the 31st at
County Hall to brief
everyone on the proposal.
I attended Boscastle PC
meeting on the 10th August
where parking is a major
issue, the area around the
Doctors surgery is being
used as a car park and is
causing massive problems,
coaches and large lorries

are having difficulty and
the way some people have
parked is dangerous, I
am in discussion with the
Councils to get yellow lines
painted to avoid this arising
next year, CORMAC
have agreed that white
lines in Boscastle will be
repainted during the week
commencing 21st August
I attended the Tintagel
PC meeting on the 18th
August where discussions
took place on the Post
Office, Parking, the Castle
and many other subjects.
I have just set up a
facebook page for my
Council activities and the
fb address is Barry Jordan
Cornwall Councillor if you
would like to know what I
am doing or want to draw
my attention to something
in the Tintagel Division
feel free to use it.
Thank you,
Barry Jordan

I can be contacted
on 01840230048,
Mobile (Emergency )
07799790813 e-mail
barry.jordan2@btinternet.
com or barry.jordan@
cornwallcouncillors.org.uk

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388
Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!
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Serving fantastic fresh fish n chips and
homemade stone-baked pizzas

Eat in or takeaway
Phone us to pre-order your food
Why not enjoy a drink from THE SHACK our fully
licensed bar in The Old Manor House garden
while you wait?

DELIVERIES WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING
THE WINTER MONTHS
PLEASE RING 01840 250251 FOR OPENING
TIMES AND ORDERS

Harbourmaster’s News

Padstow registered Beeny
was sold to a buyer from
Scotland and sailed out of
Boscastle in July for the
last time leaving just two
registered fishing boats
in the harbour. Not a
good thing to report but
commercial fishing out
of Boscastle continues to
decline and it is hard to
know how to try and reverse
this trend. In truth Boscastle
is not an easy working
harbour with fickle entry
and exit and long periods
of no water. This, coupled
with all the uncertainty of
fishing related to weather
and
price
fluctuation,
means that fisherman need
to be prepared to work
huge and dangerous hours
as and when and not just
on some kind of 40 hour
week
complying
with
working hours directives.
The sea does not recognise
employment legislation.
The second loss of a
boat was suffered by Justin
Ruscombe King when his
boat Dekkers sank in the
harbour and on the mooring
on I think the 18th August. It

Channel 4: Village of
the Year Competition
In the Summer Blowhole
we reported that, following
a request from a producer
with Channel 4, the Parish
Council had submitted
an application to enter
their Village of the Year
Competition.hSince they
have heard nothing back
from Channel 4 since then,
it may be assumed that the
village was not selected.
As it had been suggested
that should we win the

seems that a large spar had
worked up under the hull
as sand levels went down
and the boat was holed and
eventually the pumps could
not keep the water out.
Always very irritating to
lose a boat like this because
the engines are inevitably
ruined. I know having lost
three boats myself whilst
moored over the last 30
years. Dekkers was one of
the few boats that survived
the flood back in 2004.
Another difficult call
came
when
Michael
Parsons told me one Sunday
that 4 Kayaks had gone out
and only two returned.
Sounded like a biblical tale
but I gather everybody was
safe and sound although
two paddlers had got into
trouble up at the Strangles
and had to be rescued. It is
very easy to underestimate
the strength of the tidal
currents.
As I write this the raft
race is yet to come but I am
crossing fingers for a good
day and clement weather.

A light lunch for the Harbourmaster?

Chris Key

cash prize, the money
might go towards building
a footbridge across the
Butts Stream to give access
from Bottreaux Castle
towards Minster Woods, a
new source of funding will
be needed for this exciting
project.
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Dee Willis’s 90th Surprise
Birthday Party
When you reach 90
years of age, many family
members believe that
something special should
be arranged for your
birthday and Dee Willis’s
daughter Jan came up with
a very special birthday
surprise for Dee – a TeaDance in the Village Hall.
Dee joined the village
in 2013 from Australia
where she had lived for 22
years. Dee was not long in
becoming a member of the
Boscastle Bowls Club, the
WI and Forrabury Church
congregation, thus gaining
many friends. An intrepid
traveller, she is often seen
at the bus stop waiting
for a bus into Bude or
Wadebridge (perhaps I
should say an optimistic
traveller, considering our
public transport).
So in celebration of
Dee’s birthday, on 12th July
the Village Hall was filled
with well-wishers and
the ‘Thursday Poughill
Sequence Dancers’. Jan
had seen the ‘Dancers’
advert in Morrison’s in
Bude and decided that
a
Tea-Dance
would

make Dee’s birthday a
memorable event. No
sooner the thought, than
the booking was arranged.
The Tea-Dancers group
have
been
dancing
together for a number of
years and, with the help
of donations from their
supporters, have given
a substantial amount of
money to charity.
A couple of the TeaDancers were in their late
90s (although you would
never have guessed it to see
them ‘strutting their stuff’)
and Dee had no trouble
following their example
- nor did many of her
guests. With the Dancers
demonstrating the ‘Sindy
Swing’, ‘Bluebird Waltz’,
‘Tango Serida’ and the
‘Argentina Stroll’ the
party was off to a merry
start. The Line Dancing
was confusing to a few
of the guests, but caused
much hilarity, although
some
were
relieved
when refreshments were
announced and they could
catch their breath.
As people left the Hall I
heard many say ‘we should

do this more often’ which
just goes to prove that the
occasion was successful
and enjoyed by everyone.
Congratulations Dee
on reaching 90 years and
being an example to us

all, on how fit and active
you can be, despite the
years. And well done Jan
for a brilliant idea and a
delicious tea, which Dee
and every one of the 70
guests enjoyed.
GQ

MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦♦ Custom PC Builds
♦♦ Networking
♦♦ Websites
♦♦ Spares
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Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

Half Acre Open Garden Weekend
Boscastle artist Carole
Vincent will be holding an
exhibition of her students’
work over the weekend
of Sat 23 and Sun 24
September. During the
weekend, Carole’s beautiful
garden at Half Acre will
also be open to members of
the public.
For those with an
interest in either art or
gardening – or indeed both
– Carole’s garden really is
a must-see. A well-known
international artist, Carole
has lived at Half Acre since
1961 and her garden is
a labour of love that has
been over 50 years in the
making. Set across one
and a half acres, the garden
commands impressive sea
views and is broken down
into a number of smaller,
individually distinct areas.
These include a cottage
garden, a small woodland
and the spectacular Blue
Circle garden that featured
at the 2001
C h e l s e a
Flower Show.
The
garden
is also part of
the National
G a r d e n
Scheme.
C a r o l e’s
distinctive
piece-mould
sculptures are

dotted around the garden
adding extra visual interest,
as are examples of her
pioneering abstract work
with coloured concrete.
Rose enthusiasts will also
find some 40 different
varieties on show, although
of course at this time of year
not all will still be in bloom.
Back in the main studio,
meanwhile, there will be
an exhibition of work from
Carole’s students.
While an informative
leaflet which provides
information on the garden
is available, prospective
visitors are encouraged to
contact Carole in advance
of their visit should they
like to arrange a personal
guided tour.
Carole can be contacted
on 01840 250263. For more
information on Carole’s
work please visit her website:
www.carolevincent.org
AJ
photo courtesy Audley Jarvis

Jacqueline Jarvis Exhibition

Carol
Vincent
often
hosts exhibitions for local
painters when her garden
at Half Acre is open to the
public under the National
Garden Scheme. In 2016
the artist exhibiting was
Ros Thomas and this year it
was the turn of Jacqueline
Jarvis. The latter has
had a successful summer
following the publication
of her book: Time That
Moves in Circles, Time
counted In Straight Lines.
Her
other
venues
in
2017
included
contributions
to
the
Bradworthy Arts Festival
in the Spring, and several
group shows around the
county with the Cornwall
Watercolour Society.
She
is
currently
exhibiting new work in

photo courtesy Audley Jarvis

the Alchemy exhibition
at the Terre Verte Gallery
in Altarnun. This runs
from the 1st to the 28th
September and is being
held with fellow Cornish
artists David Penhale,
Vaughn Warren and potter
Paul Jackson from Helland.
She will also have work on
show with Gyngala at the
Rock institute from 20th to
the 27th of September.
Her book is a limited
edition of 150 copies, of
which there are a small
number left. For those
looking for a suitable
North Cornish Christmas
present, it is priced at
£18 and available from
her
directly.
Please
phone 01840 250512
or email jacqueline@
jacquelinejarvis.co.uk

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

4* Apartments Open All Year
Caravan Club CL open March to October
01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall PL35 0EG
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155
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A village that opens every day!
News from the Chamber
of Commerce:
As businesses begin to
recover from their summer
season, eyes are now on to
the winter months where
just as much effort go into
their quieter months as
their busiest.
Traditionally,
minds
are first centred to The
Harbour area but let
us not forget about the
businesses all over the
parish from the valleys of
Minster to cottages in Fore
Street; powerful Internet
connection allows some
Boscastle entrepreneurs to
operate within their very
homes or garden sheds!
The village benefits from
all year-round visitors
especially as Boscastle
features as a “stop” being
on the South West Coastal
Path with many walkers
deciding to stay overnight.
Whilst the ‘Turkey and
Tinsel’
coaches
have
dwindled over the years,
Boscastle has seen a
steady increase in coach

numbers on day visits in
the summer months which
we hope transpires with a
few visiting in the coming
winter. Coupled with the
hardy people braving a
December northerly wind,
the village is fortunate to be
able to open all year round.
The commitment of
the traders is still strong
to ensure that Boscastle
remains a unique and
wonderful destination to
visit along with providing
a range of services and
facilities for everyone.
Moreover, there will be
many village residents

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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who were once a visitor for
that reason and decided
to up sticks and reside
here themselves. Then we
look to the generation of
workers who keep this
village alive and kicking. If
you have a spare moment
over the winter, consider
re-investigating the village;
we write this after two
dinosaurs were walking
around The Harbour
offering free dinosaur eggs
from one retail shop and
the pubs are stacked with
a variety of one particular
spirit to make hay of the
latest craze. Who would
want to live in any other
place?
The Boscastle Chamber
of Trade and Commerce
(BCTC) membership has

worked hard during the
2017 season to promote
trade
and
commerce
in the village and the
surrounding area along
with representing and
serving the interests of its
members. The membership
continues to promote
the village website www.
visitboscastle.co.uk which
has each member listed
and is a central hub for all
business information for
visitors and the community.
In addition, the BCTC has
organised events for benefit
of members including the
‘Walking Week’, first aid
training and fire equipment
servicing.
As a group, the
membership
continues
give time and goodwill
to promote Boscastle as
a destination and the
membership. If you know
of a business who has
not been approached for
membership and would be
interested in joining, please
contact any member of the
BCTC and we will get in
touch with them in time
for the next meeting.

Christmas trees
So,
returning
our
attention to the winter,
BCTC hopes to bring
a bigger Christmas tree

to the harbour area and
a tree to top town from
8th December to give the
village that festive feeling.
Please look out for any
information
regarding
carol singing nearer the
time. Any volunteers
able to organise and erect
along with decorating
and disposing, please do
contact the BCTC as
additional help is always
welcome.

Emergency
Medical Services in
Boscastle
Following the proposal by
South West Ambulance
Service to reduce the
number of paramedic
cars at its Camelford base
concern has been expressed
about increased waiting
times for emergency cases.
The deployment of the
ambulance across the North
Cornwall/Devon border
and elsewhere means it can
take much longer to reach
patients while paramedics
were available closer by.
It is noted that Boscastle
no longer has any First
Responders.
A second defibrillator
has been suggested for the
top of the village probably
sited at the doctors’ surgery.
FLEET
(Front
Line

Emergency
Equipment
Trust) has been approached
regarding purchase for a
second machine costing
about £1500 which would
be
financed
through
fund raising and local
organisations.
Concerned at the lack
of trained first-aiders in
the village, and the level of
emergency cover offered by
SWAS, from the beginning
of the year the Boscastle
Chamber of Trade and
Commerce arranged a First
Aid course for its members
and their employees.
Two one-day courses,
accredited by the Royal
Yachting Association, were
held at the Boscastle YHA.
The courses were wellattended with 21 people
taking part. Further to this
three members undertook
a three-day First Aid at
Work training course run
by SWAS.
The
BCTC
plan
to repeat the training
course every two years
to maintain skills levels.
Anyone wishing to join
in with future First Aid
training should contact
Claire Bailey at The
Harbour Light Tea Garden
(tel 01840 250953) or
harbourlightteagarden@
gmail.com.

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

9

10

11

13

15

19

23

25

29

33

36

28

37

43

40

46

42

44

26

21

26

30

31

34

22

24

27

28

32

35

38

39

43

43

52

18

24

27

25

17

20

19

11

14

16

18

34

8

45

37

41

41

39

42

45

46

47

48

56

48

49

Across

Down

1 dinosaur

1 jewellery

12 sword

2 position

13 seldom

3 choose

15 Canadian province

4 North American river

17 close

5 sea bird

18 alright

6 constellation

19 dumpling

7 ragamuffin

22 Australian bird

8 sun god

23 thank you

9 vase

24 point where nose joins
forehead

10 search

25 perceive sound

11 woman’s name

26 South African currency

14 father of Odysseus

27 consumed

16 musical instrument

29 father

20 ruler

30 tree

21 antiseptic

31 list

23 strike lightly

34 weight

27 goodbye

35 banded rock

28 dry up

36 mosaic tile

30 cattle feed

39 self

32 refusal

40 letter of Greek alphabet

33 dowels

41 ancient Roman unit of
weight

34 storm

42 temporary substitute

37 recline

45 part of boat

38 cigarette

46 tropical bird

43 singing voice

47 aloes

44 hat

49 graceful

answers on page 38
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Museum of Witchcraft
We are at the end of a busy
summer so it won’t be long
until Boscastle’s annual
celebration of winter’s
beginning: the fantastic
and now world-famous
All Hallow’s Eve event on
Saturday 28th October.
The village will be visited
by the Mari Lwyds or
‘Grey Mares’ – traditional
hobby ‘osses – there will be
the Dancing of the Dark
Morris, the traditional
pwnco ceremony outside
the Museum of Witchcraft
& Magic, and a Candle Lit
Evening in the Museum.
But this year will be
bigger and better than ever.
An exciting troupe called
Mr. Fox will perform a
torch-lit dance and the
Maris will also process
down Old Road (let us
know if you want your
house to be visited!) In
addition, there will be a
work-shop for children
(and adults) at the top of
the Village in the Village
Hall near Gunpool Lane,
where you can make your

very own miniature Mari
Lwyd! We will also have
traditional Cornish songs
sung in the Harbour by
Boscastle Buoys.
We are very happy to
have the full support of
the National Trust and
the Boscastle Chamber of
Trade & Commerce, and
hope that as many locals as
possible can attend. If you
live in the village and want
to come to the Museum,
then please do, it is free to
residents! Also – residents
and businesses of Old Road
– if you would like the Mari
Lwyds to knock on your
door and ‘bless your home’
for the year (as is custom)
then email the Museum at
museumwitchcraft@aol.
com, or ring Peter on 01840
250111. It is customary to
give the ‘Osses a Soul Cake
(google it!) and a drink. It
is like trick or treating, but
better!
The
Mari
Lwyd
workshop will commence
around 10am until the
early afternoon, dancing
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Mari Lwyd
in the Harbour from
about 3pm. People are
encouraged to assemble
at the main car park at
5.45pm to accompany the
‘Osses to the Museum. This
is a celebration of the end
of summer and the start
of winter and everyone is
welcome – come down
in fancy dress, bring a

carved and lit pumpkin
or turnip lantern as these
will be displayed along the
Harbour and outside the
Museum. The Candle Lit
Evening in the Museum
will be from 8pm.
We are also looking
for volunteers who can
help steward the event.
Please get in touch if
you could spare us a few
hours on the day, email
museumwitchcraft@aol.
com or telephone 01840
250111. We had huge
crowds last year and many
businesses in the village
reported that it was their
busiest day of the season.
Hopefully this year will be
just as good and we hope
to see you there!
Peter Hewitt

photo from last year’s festivities

Soul Cakes
For those of you who do not
have access to the internet,
I googled it for you: a soul
cake is a small round cake
which is traditionally made
for All Hallows’ Eve, All
Saints’ Day and All Souls’
Day (31st Oct, 1st Nov &
2nd Nov) to commemorate
the dead in the Christian
tradition. The cakes, often
simply referred to as souls,
are given out to soulers
(mainly consisting of
children and the poor) who
go from door to door during
the days of Allhallowtide
singing and saying prayers
for the souls of the givers
and their friends. The
practice in England dates
from the medieval period,
and continued until the
1930s, by both Protestant
and Catholic Christians.
The practice of giving and
eating soul cakes continues
in some countries today.
The cakes were often
made with sweet spices
and dried fruit and, before
baking, were marked
with a cross, to show
they were alms. They
were traditionally set out
with glasses of wine on
All Hallows’ Eve as an
offering for the dead, and
on All Saints’ Day and All
Souls’ Day children would
go ‘souling’, or ritually
begging for cakes door
to door. In 1891, Rev M
P Holme of Tattenhall,
Cheshire, collected the
song traditionally sung
during souling, from a girl
at the local school. Two
years later, the text and
tune were published by
folklorist Lucy Broadwood,
who commented that
souling was still practised

at that time in Cheshire
and Shropshire.
As a child in the late
1950s/early 1960s I would
to go out souling with
my siblings and friends
in the Cheshire hamlet
were I lived – about 10
miles from Tattenhall. We
would sing (well, singing
is perhaps too fancy a term
for our two-note dirge!)
this version of the song:

T

A N PA R T R I C K
T
S
I
R
CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

Soul, a soul, a soul a cake
Please good Missis, a soul a
cake
Apple or pear, plum, or
cherry,
Any good thing to make us
merry.
The roads are very dirty,
Our shoes are very thin,
We’ve got a little pocket
To put a penny in.
If you haven’t got a penny,
A ha’penny will do
If you haven’t get a ha’penny
God Bless You!

Shropshire Soul Cakes
Makes about 12.
4 oz ground rice
4 oz plain flour
Pinch of caraway seeds
4 oz butter
4 oz sugar
2 eggs, beaten

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation

Heat the oven to 190 °C
/ 375 °F / Gas 5. Sift the
ground rice and flour
together into a bowl, then
stir in the caraway seeds.
Cream the butter and
sugar together until light
and fluffy, then combine
with the flour mixture.
Add the eggs, a little at
a time, to form a firm
dough. Knead lightly,
then turn out on to a
lightly floured surface.
Roll out to about ¼ inch
thick, and cut into 3 in
rounds.
Bake on a well-greased
tray for 15 minutes or
until lightly golden.

- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk
Philip Sleep Flooring
Professional & Reliable with over 20 years experience

Unit 4, Pentire Workshops, Delabole
PL33 9BA
(Behind Atlantic Signs, keep right)

Huge selection of quality carpet, vinyl, LVT, wood and
safety flooring at affordable prices
Free consultation, planning & estimates
Insurance work undertaken

Shop Opening Times

Mon-Fri 9am - 2.30pm
Sat 9am - 5pm

01840 552147

PA
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Barry Hedges
1948 – 2017

Cookery Corner
Unfortunately Pat
Thorne is unable to do
her usual articles for
the Blowhole (get well
soon, Pat). However
we are extremely lucky
to have been given the
recipe for Barry Hedges
Legendary French
Onion Soup, that has
been enjoyed by so
many at the Millers
Pantry:

Barry Hedges
French Onion
Soup
Barry was born Terence
Barry Hedges on 23rd
January 1948 in Streatham,
South London.
To further his natural
artistic flair Barry attended
the Elephant and Castle
School of Print and Design
and eventually became
studio manager at a well
known advertising agency
which is where he met his
wife Elaine.
Barry
and
Elaine
married in March 1980 and
settled in Robertsbridge,
East Sussex and it was
here that his knowledge
and interest in antiques
flourished when he entered
into a partnership in
antique shops in Rye and
Hurst Green.
As a result of spending
their holidays in Cornwall
they decided to buy a
second home on the newly
built Fontbeam estate at
the top of Boscastle and so
became very regular visitors
to the village along with
their first bearded collie

dog Sophie. Eventually
they decided to relocate
to Boscastle and bought
Penagar in New Road.
Barry made a career
change and became the
proprietor of the Millers
Pantry situated in the Old
Mill which he ran as a
vegetarian restaurant selling
also gifts and antiques,
and the rest, as they say, is
history.
Elaine died suddenly
in July 2015 and, for
Barry, life would never
be the same; his health
deteriorated rapidly but
his fierce independence
made him carry on as best
he could but wonderfully
supported by his family in
Cornwall.
Caron, his sister, sisterin-law Judith and her
husband Andy and the four
“girls” along with his many
friends and past customers
miss his friendship, wicked
sense of humour and his
“just always being there”
Rest in Peace Barry …..
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Ingredients
1 Tablespoon Butter
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
4 Large Onions, finely
sliced
2 -5 Garlic Cloves, finely
chopped
1 teaspoon Sugar
½ Teaspoon Dried
Herbs
2 Tablespoon Plain
Flour
2 Litres Veg. or Beef
Stock
Method
In a large heavy saucepan
heat the butter and
olive oil over a medium
high heat. Add onions
and cook for 10 – 12
minutes until they soften
and begin to brown. Add
finely chopped garlic
cloves, sugar and herbs.
Continue cooking for
30 minutes or so until
onions are well browned,
stirring frequently so as
not to burn! Sprinkle in
flour and stir in stock.
Simmer for 45 minutes;
skim off any foam that
rises to the surface.
Enjoy!

It’s almost the time to make
Sloe Gin, recipe below with
another for Soul Cakes:

Sloe Gin

About a pound of sloes
About half a pound of
sugar
1 bottle of gin
Method:
Prick the sloes with a fork
(or freeze them overnight
to soften the skins) half
fill a Kilner jar with sloes,
add the sugar and gin, seal
and shake. Shake every
day until the sugar has
dissolved. Strain the sloes
off after 3 to 6 months
and bottle, store in a dark
cupboard.

Soul cakes

175g butter
175g caster sugar
3 egg yolks
450g plain flour
2 teaspoons mixed spice
100g currants
a little milk to mix
Pre-heat the oven to 190C/
Fan 170C/375F. Cream the
butter with the sugar until
it’s light and fluffy and then
beat in the egg yolks one at
a time.
Sieve the flour with the
spices and add to the wet
mixture along with the
currants (reserve a small
handful to decorate the
cakes before baking).
Mix with a spoon, adding
milk to pull everything
together into a dough.
Roll out to a thickness of
around 1cm and cut into
rounds. Use a knife to
make a slight cross indent
in the top of each cake and
then push in currants along
it.
Bake on a lined tin for
10-15 mins until golden.
Allow to cool before eating.

John Smart

21 September 1948 – 9th October 2016
st

John first fell in love with
Boscastle in 1966 after his
Aunt bought him a Mystery
Tour ticket when he went
to visit her in Barnstable.
Upon discovering Boscastle,
John would return year
on year, with friends and
family walking the coastal
paths and exploring the
many beaches and treasures
along the way.
John grew up in Charlton,
South
East
London.
Throughout his early years
he developed a passion
for cycling and became
one of the first Shamators
(sponsored armature) in
the UK. His love of cycling
took him to France where
he cycled Col de la Bonette
a high mountain pass in the
French Alps. Whilst cycling
was not to be his career his
passion for the sport stayed
with him, taking him off
to cycle races around the
country as a marshall along
with his wife Francilla.
John had a varied,
rounded education. He

studied town planning
at Lanchester College,
Coventry,
subsequently
he read philosophy at the
University of East Anglia
and then went on to gain a
PGCE, developing a keen
interest in education. After
his university education he
went on to try a variety of
jobs including working on
farms to trouble shooting
for Roadline. John was an
intellectual but he could
turn his hand to most
things.
In 1980 he began
teaching at North London
College. His task was
to create, develop and
teach access courses that
allowed students without
formal qualifications to
access University studies.
During this time he also
trained to be a councilor
offering his students a
grounding that retained
them on the courses.
John had the capacity to
inspire and encourage his
students to succeed, many

of them became friends
and remained in touch.
John was always a great
communicator, be that
individually or in front of
a class. His genuine interest
and curiosity in the world
was infectious.
John was a truly lovely
man, intelligent, extremely
well read and was the most
deeply
understanding,
caring and gentle person unique in every way.
John met his wife
Francilla in 1981 and
she was to be his lifelong
partner. They moved to
Boscastle in 1998, having
purchased what was then
called The Toby Jug, but
renamed The Spinning
Wheel when John and
Francilla owned it. John
ran what he called ‘a quiet
kitchen’, no shouting, and
this example embodies the
sort of man he was, gentle,
respectful and considered.
Francilla and John both
felt that they had the very
good fortune during those
years, of having a loyal and
skilled team of staff, who
came back to work at The
Spinning Wheel year after
year. For that they were very
grateful.
John married Francilla
at Minster Church in
2004. Their wedding day
was beautiful and many
friends and family walked
back through the woods
to the Spinning Wheel,
where a reception was held
celebrating their wedding
with people from near
and afar. The flood that
devastated the village hit
that same year, and the
restaurant was destroyed
along with many others
businesses in Boscastle and
life eventually took another

direction.
John and Francilla
moved to Pillar House in
2006. Years were spent
renovating the house,
sympathetically respecting
its Edwardian heritage.
John had a vision of the
sort of garden he wanted
to create and went about
importing 4 tons of soil
and gravel to build the
garden that now looks as
if it has always been there.
John had a deep passion for
nature and had always felt a
connection with the natural
world. He was creative
within this and his pastimes
reflected this aspect of him.
John enjoyed producing
artistic photographs, was
an
accomplished
and
constant writer, with a
note pad permanently in
his pocket and he achieved
his ambition of finishing
his book and becoming
published.
John
passed
after
a relatively short but
debilitating spell of ill
health. In his rich life he
was content and happy.
John was a truly lovely man,
intelligent, extremely wellread and was the most deeply
understanding, caring and
gentle person - unique in
every way.
Challenges were met
with common sense and
quiet determination. John
enjoyed a deep and fulfilling
marriage with Francilla
which was filled with
mutual love, care, respect
and support.
There is a void in the
hearts of people who loved
John Smart and he is and
continues to be much
loved and sorely missed
by Francilla, family and
friends.
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A Methodist Minister’s
View
Over recent years we have
become used to the word
‘spin’ when we think of the
press releases which come
out from our government
offices and parliamentary
parties. From my reading
of some press articles in
recent months and items
on our T.V. news bulletins
I begin to wonder whether
we do have people in
power who have a real
appreciation of ‘how it
really is’ for some people
in their home and work
situations. Further if they
knew ‘how it really is’ are
they listening and prepared
to respond to the ‘real
life’ situations. The press
statements in response to
issues are not convincing
or confidence inspiring.
Added to the word
‘spin’ in recent months
is the phrase ‘fake news’
which has originated from
the Donald Trump regime
in the U.S.A. This phrase
of course raises the issue
of ‘Truth’. How much
of what we see in our
newspapers or on our T.V.
news bulletins is presented
truthfully? Hopefully the
percentage is high.
As I was thinking about
these things I thought of
some words used by the
Roman Governor, Pilate,
when Jesus was taken to

him prior to his crucifixion.
Jesus said that he had come
into the world to speak
about the Truth, to which
Pilate replied, “And what
is truth?” (see John 18:37).
We cannot be sure why
Pilate used those words
and some writers have
suggested he may have
been jesting and implied
what does truth matter
whilst others believe that
he was seriously suggesting
that is not easy to find the
truth.
Jesus, the Son of God
came into the world at
a time when there were
differing claims by teachers
of religions and followers
of pagan gods and said
to his followers “I am the
Way, the Truth and the
Life” (see John 14:6). In
this statement, he is saying
that he was calling people
to live in God’s Way, within
the Truth revealed by God
and by God’s power. “The
Truth” is the standard
for all of our living and
morality, and does matter.
There are widespread
consequences when God’s
way for life and living is
not followed by all of us.
The ‘Truth’ matters – it is
food for thought in our
‘spin’ and ‘fake news’ world
with its competing claims.
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Every blessing,
Bryan Ede

Dear All
I trust that you have
all had a good summer
despite the vagaries of
the weather. There were a
number of events taking
place across the Benefice
which gave us, and our
visitors an opportunity to
meet together and learn
more about each other.
The weather challenged us
for some of our events in
the Benefice, particularly
the Midsummer Madness
and the Pimms and
Croquet events, but the
glorious sunshine of the
Bank Holiday weekend
ensured a very enjoyable
and successful Harbour
Happenings event. We also
had successful Summer
Fetes at Trevalga and at
Otterham, and provided
cream teas in Tintagel
church on each of the
Thursdays in August.
Many thanks to all who
helped at these events, and
to all who attended all our
events, over the summer.
Revd. Mike Parsons
will resume his ministry
across the Benefice from
September onwards and I
welcome him back to the
ministry team.
We now begin to look
forward to the changing of
the season and to the time
of harvest celebrations,
which will take place on
the first two Sundays of

October. The Forrabury
harvest service will be
followed by a Harvest
Supper in the Village Hall.
October will also be
a time for us to recognise
the start of a new Reader
ministry, as Jeffrey Terry
will be licensed as a Reader
in Truro Cathedral on 14
October, and will preach his
first sermon in this capacity
in St Materiana, Tintagel
on Sunday 15 October.
We are also delighted to
announce that he has now
been selected to train for
the ordained ministry, and
starts his part-time training
in September, alongside
his new Reader ministry.
As we welcome this new
ministry we will, at the end
of October, be celebrating
the Reader ministry of Di
Davey who has decided
to retire from this role,
and we thank her for her
dedication to ministry in
this benefice.
November brings us
to the solemn season of
remembrance; a time when
we remember our loved
ones who have died, as well
as those who lost their lives
in wartime. There will be
services to remember the
departed at St Symphorian,
Forrabury at 1930 on
Thursday 2 November, and
at St Materiana, Tintagel
at 1900 on Monday 6

November. Lists will
be available in all our
churches at the end of
October to enable you to
add the names of anyone
you would like us to
remember.
October will also be a
time for us to recognise
the start of a new Reader
ministry,
as
Jeffrey
Terry will be licensed
as a Reader in Truro
Cathedral on 14 October,
and will preach his first
sermon in this capacity
in St Materiana, Tintagel
on Sunday 15 October.
We are also delighted to
announce that he has now
been selected to train for
the ordained ministry,
and starts his part-time
training in September.
On a sadder note, at the
end of October we will
celebrate the end of the
Reader ministry of Di
Davey who has decided
to retire from this role,
although she will still be
involved in other forms of
mission and ministry.
And so to the
penitential season of
Advent, the start of a
new year for the church,
and the lead up to
the joy of Christmas
– the celebration of
the incarnation – God
appearing on earth as a
helpless baby.
Please look out for
notices about all our
services over the coming
months and I wish you
all a blessed and peaceful
Autumn.
God Bless
Heather Aston
Priest-in-Charge
Boscastle and Tintagel
Group of Churches

Midsummer Madness
was re-named
Midsummer Mist, but
the strawberries went
down well
The Midsummer Madness
event on the Rectory lawn
on the longest day was
enveloped in a bank of
mist at the last minute,
and immediately re-named
Midsummer Mist, but
despite this setback the
event was well attended
(some rushed home for a
cardigan) and we enjoyed
strawberries, fruit punch,
garden games and musical
entertainment. The fancy
dress competition was won provided by members of
by Elaine Flew of Tintagel. the congregation. This gave
us an excellent opportunity
to meet with our visitors,
as well as providing much
needed funds for the
upkeep of the church.

Pimms and Croquet
It was another challenging
day weather-wise when The
Churches of Otterham, St
Juliot and Lesnewth held
a Pimms and Croquet
event on the Rectory lawn
at Boscastle. However we
were all able to enjoy both
the pimms and the croquet
before the bad weather
really set in. Mike Viner
won the prize for the lowest
individual score, and he
and Sue won the prize for
the lowest pair score.

Merry Medieval
Pilgrimage
In August we were
invited by The Hildegard
Ensemble, to join in a
Merry Medieval Pilgrimage
at Minster church. It was
amazing to hear authentic
medieval music sung,
and played on traditional
instruments in a church
building that would have

echoed to that type of
music so many generations
ago.

Tintagel Cream Teas
Visitors were able to
partake of a cream tea in
Tintagel church on the
Thursdays in August,
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2017
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Trixie Penfound
11 April 1934 - 18 June 2017

Eulogy given by her son,
Jonathan (Jack) Penfound
It’s always better to
celebrate what we’ve had
rather than mourn what
we’ve lost; Mother wouldn’t
have wanted it any other
way – she wouldn’t have
had any time for moochers
or misery-guts. Mother was
83 a few weeks ago before
passing. With 83 years of
life to draw on, I’ve had to
focus on what to leave out
and unfortunately for you,
I’ve got her love of words.
Mother
and
her
younger brother Terry were
born and raised in Bude
where they lived there until
marrying my father, John
Penfound, in 1960 at the
age of 26. She absolutely
loved Bude and was a keen
member of the SLSC as
well as being voted Bude
Carnival Queen in the
1950s. Inspired by this
success, she took part in
Miss North Cornwall
where she came runner-up
and entered Miss Cornwall
where she came sixth.
For the whole of the
1950s, Mother worked
for Wroes of Bude in
their Belle Vue shop,
selling women’s fashions.
She felt a real sense of
belonging there which I
know because she always
throughout her whole life
spoke with the greatest
affection about the owners
- Jenny and Chris Ball
and their mother (whose
first name was simply
Mrs). And the Wroes story
continued after a break of
a few decades which we’ll
come back to.

She met my
father, John, in
1958 and they
married in 1960.
My sister Nicola
was born in 1961
and I came along
in 1967. The family
lived in Canworthy
Water where Trixie
became a mother and
housewife. She and
John undertook various
home improvements and
renovated a cottage just
down the road which
was then put to work as
a holiday let. Mother also
returned to work part-time
as a teaching assistant at
Jacobstow Primary School
in the early 1970s. The
interest in ladies’ fashion
continued and she sold
women’s clothes, parttime, for a company called
Pandora in the mid-1970s.
This was a method of
selling that was popular
at the time called the
“party plan” and similar
in concept to the old
“Tupperware parties” for
those of us mature enough
to remember them. This
was decades before SatNav technology and I’ve
come to realise since how
brave she would have been
going out on wet dark
evenings in a car loaded
with clothes, in search
of an unknown address,
where she’d then host a
“clothes party” for a bunch
of strangers.
This was typical of her
- I remember her always
wanting to work and
contribute – proper oldfashioned in that respect.
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Like a lot of little boys,
I really looked up to my
mother. She used to tell a
story of how around the age
of 5, when you begin to ask
questions about the world
around you, I was always
amazed that she had the
answers to anything I asked.
Apparently, I said “Mother,
you know everything” and
she responded, “one day,
you’ll look at me and say
“Mother, you don’t know
anything”. Like all young
boys, I eventually grew
into a cocky little git and
I reckon I was about 14
when her prophecy came
true.
Like all families, it
wasn’t all plain sailing and
you could tell when times
were hard and money
was tight. Back in the
day when butchers used
to have a round, Butcher
Colwill used to turn up
in his little van to ours on
a Friday night. Butcher
Colwill was a bit like Mrs
Ball – only ever referred
to in a way that made me
think they never got given
Christian names. Butcher
Colwill would produce a
pound of pasty-beef out

of the back of his van and
everyone would be happy
and Saturday afternoons
would be spent making
pasties. But when things
were tight, Butcher Colwill
wouldn’t be invited up the
path and instead Saturdays
would be spent peeling
and slicing turnips. We’d
then live off turnip pasties
the next week. Imagine
trying to do this to kids
today – you’d be reported
to Childline for cruelty.
Strangely, I still quite like
turnip but can’t see many
uses beyond mashing and
serving with a roast. It’s no
beef substitute.
So, childhood was
normal, and good for it.
What wasn’t so good was
that, like many couples,
Mother and Father served
their time and parted in the
mid 1980s. By this time,
the cottage at Canworthy
Water had been swapped
for one in Boscastle and
this is where Mother and
Nicky went to live.
Mother worked for Roz
and Howard Jacobson in
the Old Mill selling – wait
for it – ladies’ clothes.
She also compered local
fashion shows in Boscastle
in the old Harbour Café.
Eventually, she left the Mill
and went back to work
for Wroes where she was
manageress of their shop
in Wadebridge. This was
her last job and she retired
from this to life with Nicky
in their little cottage where
they fussed and clucked
over each other and
supported one another.
If you were to look
up “house-proud” in
the dictionary, it would
say “see entry for Trixie

Penfound”. I remember the
family home being spick
and span; she then poured
lots of energy into getting
her Boscastle cottage the
way she wanted it. All the
contents were chosen with
great care and always with
a “look” or “feel” in mind.
It was something of
a blow when in August
2004, her little cottage was
devastated by the Boscastle
Flood. I dug the silt out of
the ground floor rooms for
her so saw the mess first
hand and I was amazed at
how it was restored to its
former beauty. Every cloud
has a silver lining though
and this gave Mother a
whole new opportunity to
design, source and collect
the things that gave it that
“look” and “feel” I refer to
earlier.
I did a web search on my
Mother. Internet content
doesn’t often feature people
of my mother’s age so I was
surprised to find an article
from the Guardian dated
19th August 2004. I make
no apologies for lifting this
straight from the article
and it’s both a memory of
the time and the lady:
“On Tuesday Mrs
Penfound was close to
tears; yesterday she was
remarkably sanguine. “This
is nothing,” she said as
she swept a hand around
her dark and damp living
room. “We can fix this.
We can put it right. No
lives have been lost.” Mrs
Penfound estimated the
18cm (seven inches) of rain
which fell in five hours on
Monday afternoon almost
halved the value of her
home. No one will want to
live there, knowing it could

be flooded so quickly. “I’m
not angry at all,” she said.
“I feel it is fate. We have
got all too materialistic.
This could almost be a sign
that we are too attached
to our possessions. The
value of my property has
dropped by half but I’m not
unhappy. “I don’t blame
anyone for this disaster.
I’ve never blamed anyone
for anything in my life and
I think that’s because I’m
Cornish. We’re a resilient
race.”
I don’t know that
Mother was particularly
qualified
in
property
valuation but I appreciate
that the media can’t let
the truth get in the way of
a good story. But what I
love is that the interviewer
captured the pragmatism,
the stoicism and the pride.
And there’s a nice bit of
social commentary on our
materialistic ways.
Hopefully I’m painting
a picture of a woman
who reflected a time and
an upbringing. She had a
morbid fear of debt and if
she couldn’t afford to buy
something would prefer
not to have it. She was a
home-maker and good
mother to Nicky and I.
She had a great work-ethic
and a respect for tradition,

authority and hierarchy.
Like all of us, she had
her ways. She would never
make do with a mere
dozen words when 19
would suffice. She was a
constant worrier – easily
county-standard
and
with a bit of coaching;
I reckon she could have
made the national team for
worrying. I used to tease her
mercilessly that even when
life was good, she’d worry
about having nothing to
worry about. But she also
had a favourite saying –
“You can walk through dirt
but you don’t have to stoop
and pick it up”. Now that’s
all about having standards
and so when she fussed and
worried, she was probably
just worrying about “not
getting it right”. I’d like
to think both Nicky and
I took this on board and
tried to live fairly upright
lives.
So, there you have a
little of the back story
of
Trixie
Penfound.
Mother, wife, homemaker,
employee – the usual
things that happen in a
life. I can’t claim she found
a cure for cancer – but nor
did she have to hide any
dark secrets. Instead, she
just had a life and lived it
for 83 years. The last few

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
-----------------• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
-----------------Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

months weren’t the best
but my memories will be
of earlier times and I hope
yours will be also.
I think, in the end, her
release came mercifully
quick and whilst I’m not
a religious man, I’d like to
hope that her and Nicky
are reunited somewhere,
perhaps sat in their
armchairs bickering about
what to watch on TV or
fretting about whether the
cat’s in for the night. I’d
like to wish her on her way
in peace, and hope she took
solace at the end in the fact
that she’d been a proud
woman of high standards,
took advantage of no-one,
and left no legacy of pain
or acrimony. I hope she
died at peace with herself
and comfortable with her
path through life, because
she had every good reason
to do so.
JP

KNITTERS WE
NEED YOU!

We are looking for
helpers to knit poppies
to be sold to raise money
for the Royal British
Legion.
For your knitting
pattern and wool,
please contact us
at the Arthur W Bryant
Funeral Service
Bude ~ 01288 352282
Camelford ~ 01840
214891
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News from School
We are now into our second
day of the new school year
and so far so good. We have
ten new children in our
Reception group and they
have already settled in very
well and are confidently
doing the important things
like going to tuck shop and
playing on the fort!
As we are a small school
some of our children have
moved to a new class
and some have moved
into the next year group
but have stayed with the
same teacher. It is always
amazing how much the
children change over the
summer holidays and how
they now fit their new year
group; the Year 6 children
have definitely grown in
confidence and stature
already.
We have a number of
new faces in the school staff
to join Mr Rix, Mrs Haden
our teaching assistants

and me. Mrs Pook is our
new school secretary;
Mrs Turvey will be job
sharing with Mrs Haden
in the Year 4,5 and 6 Class
and Mrs Hart and Mr
Collinson are job sharing
in the Reception & Year 1
Class whilst Ms Oxenbury
is on maternity leave.
We concluded the last
school year with our play
‘Jungle Book’ which was
a huge success with the
whole school performing
superbly. The Year 6
children rounded off their
time with us with such
confidence as the main

characters – they did us
proud. I have included
some photographs to give
you a flavour of the fun.
As I said at the end of the
performances and at their
final assembly, the Year
6 children all have great
futures in front of them
in whatever they choose
to do. They all showed
the qualities of good
learners in that they were
hardworking, persevered
when things are tough and
showed resilience when
things didn’t go their way.
These, along with high
aspirations of themselves,

are the values that we try
to promote throughout
our school. I have bumped
in to a number of our past
pupils in the last couple
of months and been
delighted to hear of their
achievements and to see
what fantastic people they
have become.
I was listening to
something on the radio that
said that for many people
September is considered
to be the time for a ‘new
start’; Apparently January
is too busy for serious
resolutions. I think this is
linked to the school year

Literacy Tuition
There are quite a few adults out there who
are not confident of their reading and writing
skills, but they are understandably shy about
coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would
like to offer private tuition to such people,
free of charge and in strictest confidence.
Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see
what we can arrange.
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Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
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Telephone 07790983911

spellings and how fast I
write.
Toby: I am going to
work on my times tables
especially my threes and
fours
Logan: This year I
want to improve my
handwriting and
improve the quantity of
writing, I want to set my
goals higher.

It is great to be back and
I look forward to sharing
the news from school as the
year progresses.
Best wishes

in some respects but also
because it is the time of
year when many people
have taken a holiday (this
does not apply to most of
Cornwall obviously) and
are back to work somewhat
refreshed.
Most teachers have the
same new year’s resolution
which is ‘I’m really going
to crack this teaching
business this year!’ and here
are some of the thoughts of
our children:
Zara: I really want to
make my handwriting
a bit smaller and learn
some different ways to
solve problems in maths.
Jay: I want to be quicker
on times table in
maths and use a better

vocabulary in English.
Olivia: I want to learn
new things in maths like
the problems we did this
morning where each
letter had a value.
Alfie: I want to
be really good at
shapes in maths
Zander: I want to
be better at my
four times table.
Harvey: I want
to be better at
making models
especially battery
powered models.
Charlotte: I want
to get better
at drawing so
that I can draw a
beautiful flower.
Sorcha: By the
end of the year I

want to know even more
about decimals and
place value
Marshall: I would like to
be better at English and
I’m going to work on my

Sarah Duffy

Photo on previous page
shows some of the new
reception class children;
on this page ‘Jungle Book’
actors in costume

Boscastle Gallery

The Bridge, Boscastle
01840 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets
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Wild Flowers on the
Stitches
This is my first summer
in North Cornwall and
seldom have I seen such
a glorious golden flush
of corn marigolds as
presented themselves on
the Stitches this month.
Fantastic. They can flower
until October if you have
a chance to wander up
and admire their dancing
yellow faces.
Our team of volunteers
recently surveyed the
field margins, finding
an abundance of wild
flowers; weasel’s snout,
field woundwort, roundleaved fluellen and field
madder to name a few.
These little plants have
suffered significant decline
across the country in the
last few decades, so we
are managing the site
to support their return,
and are very pleased to
see them. I love working
up here, there’s a new
oak kissing gate near the
church, a couple of new
benches in the harbour and
look out for new oak waymarkers on the footpaths
that will appear shortly.
We’ve been keeping
an eye on the butterflies
in Valency Valley, their
numbers give a good
indication
of
habitat

health. Along with the
more familiar butterflies
(including
peacock,
orange-tip, comma, red
admiral,
green-veined
white, speckled wood),

Weasel’s Snout

Editor’s note: a greyscale image doesn’t do
this plant justice. The flower is pink and
resembles a tiny snapdragon flower

there have been several
sightings of small pearlbordered
fritillary
(a
national
conservation
priority) so our local
population are doing well.
We did a hay cut and rake
here whilst the sun shone,
encouraging more wild
flowers, such as betony,
bugle, knapweed and vetch
for our butterflies next
summer.
Our volunteers have
dedicated over 300 wo/
man hours to removing the
highly invasive Himalayan
Balsam from the river
and catchment area (if

silver washed fritillary on hemp agrimony
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comma butterfly
left unchecked it would autumn schedule looks like
take over completely), this:
so our native plants and Sunday 17th September vegetation along the river’s Coast path near Boscastle
course now have some Farm Shop: kissing gate
breathing space.
installation, Cornish
We’ve been at a few hedging, coast path
events, another Boscastle improvements.
first for me this summer Tuesday 3rd October - St
was cheering on duck Gennys: kissing gate
number 97 as hundreds of installation, step repair,
them bobbed along down bramble and gorse control.
the river in the annual Sunday 15th October –
race. We popped over to High Cliff: kissing gate
sunny Devon one day last installation, step repair,
week and made lots of bird bramble and gorse control.
Everyone is welcome, no
boxes, bug hotels and clay
leaf prints with families at experience or commitment
the Holsworthy Show.
necessary. All tools and
Here’s hoping for many tuition provided. Please
more summers in North wear clothes that can get
Cornwall, what a beautiful dirty, stout footwear and
place.
bring lunch. If events
Join in! If you’d like change we will let you
to get involved with this know. Feel free to get in
kind of practical work our touch with me (Jen Tyler)
volunteer team are keen to for more information:
welcome new members, we 01288 331372 or jen.
meet twice a month, our tyler@nationaltrust.org.uk

A Cut for Charity
Diane Bosley aimed to do
the Ten Tors in 2017, to
raise sponsorship money for
the Neurology Department
at Derriford Hospital.
Plans went awry when she
was diagnosed with a brain
tumour last year. Luckily
the tumour was benign,
and, although her recovery
is going well, she didn't feel
she was quite ready to take
on such a tough challenge
just yet.
Thinking of others
evidently runs in the family,
as Caitlin, Diane’s daughter,
decided she’d do some
fundraising herself - by
having a sponsored haircut.
Diane says “We were due
for a haircut, Caitlin has
long hair and I was quite
surprised when out of the
blue she said ‘I want a bob’.
I asked if she was sure and
she said yes and that she
wanted to do it for charity.”
Caitlin had ‘a little
wobble’ just before her
Aunt, Carolyn Edwards, got
her hairdressing scissors out,
but now is very pleased she
did it and is now very happy
with her new bob haircut
which everyone agrees really

suits her.
Diane is extremely proud
of Caitlin, and amazed with
the amount of sponsorship
she got in such a short time in just over two days, Caitlin
raised more than £1000 for
the neurology unit. Caitlin
also chose to donate her cut
hair to the Little Princess
Trust, which makes real hair
wigs for children suffering
from hair loss.
Both Diane and Caitlin
were stunned by how
generous people were, and
would like to say a HUGE
THANK YOU to all those
who donated.
Whilst
Diane
was
disappointed
that
she

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

couldn't compete in
the Ten Tors this year,
she is more determined
than ever to attempt
the challenge in 2018.
“I wanted to do the Ten
Tors but when it got
nearer the time I didn’t
feel I would be able to
finish all the tors, and I
always think if you are
going to do something
for charity, you have to
finish it! It has taken me
12 months to recover and
I am now phasing back
slowly to work. I work
at a school and they have
been brilliant and really
supportive throughout
this whole process. But

now I am getting fitter and feel
much better and aim to do Ten
Tors next year!"

left: with long hair, above: thank you
certificate; below: Carolyn makes the
finishing touched to the bob

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374
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Padstow to Rock Success for Team Jo Downs and
Camelford Stingers

Jo, Logan and Philip with the trophy
Well done and congratulations
to Logan Chatterjea -Camelford
Stingers, Jo Downs and Philip
Thomas of Jo Downs Handmade
Glass.
The Padstow to Rock swim took
place on the 6th August. Jo Downs
approached Logan form Camelford
Stingers to join her corporate swim
team for the 1st time this year. Jo is a
big supporter of our club who trains
with us and offers generous raffle
prizes when needed. A corporate
team consists of 3 swimmers who can
be seen in the challenge by wearing
different colour hats.
It was really exciting to be
watching at the finish line and spot
two orange hats out in front of all
the other swimmers. It was even
more exiting when we all saw Logan
running out of the whole swim 1st
followed by Philip who came overall
2nd. The race was then on for Jo to
come in before the greens and blues.
Two green hats could be seen with
Jo keeping up. She fought on to the
end and it was the Orange Hat team
coming out on top. It was ironic that
the Trophy that Team Jo Downs
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won, was designed and made by Jo
Downs Handmade glass herself.
Jo Stated her training with
Camelford Stingers really helped
us win. Logan is a star swimmer and
we were privileged he agreed to swim
with us.
The Jo Downs team has entered
the Padstow to Rock team 5yrs
running and raises money for Marie
Curie Cancer. She will be keeping
National Trust
t Boscastle
Visitor Centre
National
Trust

Shop & Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Information on local accommodation & attractions
plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,
gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout
Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or
donating some books drop in or give us a call.

Tel: 01840 250010/250353
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Logan
up her training with Camelford
Stingers and would recommend
others of any age give the club a go
with a big Thumbs Up!
The Padstow to Rock Swim is one
of only a handful of UK Open Water
swims that anyone can enter. The
profit so far from the 2017 swim is
£74,000, well done all the swimmers
who raised this money for Marie
Curie.

Boscastle WI Report
The WI meeting in the month of
June could be compared to the
old fashioned ‘Sewing Bees’ since,
supervised by Celia Lloyd, we sat in
groups making ‘Teddies’. Celia had
pre-cut the shapes, so even the most
reluctant sewer had no trouble in
making the bear and most of us came
away with a finished ‘Ted’. I have to
say that there was more conversation
than creativity going on at my table!
I have great admiration for anyone
who can look at those little black
dots on a musical scroll and produce
the enchanting sounds we heard in
July, when we abandoned the Village
Hall and made our way to Forrabury
Church. Playing Forrabury church
organ to a packed church, Jonathon
Mann took the musical devotees on
a ‘Musical Odyssey’, enlightening
us on the journey with tales of the
composers and their music.
It was appropriate that we should
start with the rousing words of
‘Jerusalem’, the WI’s battle hymn.
Following with Baroque music we
awoke Bach’s ‘Sleepers’ journeyed
to Gilbert and Sullivan’s courtroom
for ‘Trial by Jury’ and heard Arthur
Willard Pryor’s ‘Whistler’ call his
‘Dog’. Sitting, as I was, near the
organ, I could clearly see Jonathon’s
feet and hands as he managed foot
pedals, two key boards and various
stops – a feat similar, I would imagine,
to patting one’s head and rubbing
one’s stomach! My admiration of
Jonathon was increased at such an
adroit skill. His wife Liz, his trusty
page turner, was also to be admired
for her skill and attention in turning
the pages of the music at precisely
the right moment so that the music
flowed seamlessly during the hour’s
entertainment. We all agreed that

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out

Hedley
Venning
01840 250113

0797 4581836
The Still Point Treatment Room
Boscastle
we should keep an eye open for
Jonathon’s next recital.
We have no meeting in August
so our next event on 12th September
will be a talk by Martin Wilson on
‘Coast Watch’, visitors welcome.
Should you be interested in
joining us at any of our meetings, we
are a friendly group. We get together
every second Tuesday of the month
in the village hall at 2pm, come along
and get to know us. You may even
have made friends with some of us
already.

Francilla Mangal-Smart BEd.Hons
ITEC qualified Holistic Massage
Therapist
Aromatherapy Massage
Swedish massage
Hot Stone Massage
Deep tissue massage
A range of treatments available,
tailored to your needs.
Call today for a free consultation
07791 002 109
Every body deserves a massage

GQ.

Chuckle Corner: Wotsit Mean?
Haut Cuisine ~ porridge
Cabaret ~ array of taxis
Smoother ~ that's my mum
Bordello ~ laconic greeting
Dreadlocks ~ fear of canals
Thongs ~ whay thingers thing
Hamstring ~ underwear for pigs
Superficial ~ inspector in soup
factory
Extravaganza ~ hen party
Cyclone ~ on a bike by yourself
Beachcomber ~ seaside hairdresser
Quince ~ not quite a coincidence
ML
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News from the
Lookout

Typing this on one of the
wettest Sundays we have
had for some time it’s
easy to think where did
Summer go?
Some of you may
remember that we have
been trying to extend our
Watches beyond 16.00 this
year and on 8th August it
proved worthwhile.
There were two people
on duty that evening, an
experienced,
qualified
Watchkeeper
and
an
Assistant
Watchkeeper
reaching the end of her
training, when at 18.40
they spotted something
orange moving with the
waves on the rocks on
Strangles Beach. There

was nobody to be seen on
the shore, nothing had
been logged in that area but
the way the object flopped
about it could have been
a deflated inflatable or life
raft.
It didn’t merit a 999
call but it was reported
to Falmouth Coastguard
on their normal landline,
giving as much of a
description as possible.
They decided it was worth
investigating and asked
Bude Inshore Lifeboat to
investigate and Boscastle
NCI to guide them to the
object.
At 19.58 Bude ILB
reported
that
they
had identified the target as
a trapped marker buoy, but
on checking through the
binoculars the Lookout
realised that this was not
the target object and
contacted the ILB and
Coastguard who asked for a
more detailed description.
They were told that the
object was probably bigger
that the lifeboat itself and
at 20.15 a large orange
fishing net was discovered.

Boscastle IT Services
•Microsoft certified & Apple authorised
computer technician
•PC/Mac sales & service, home or business
•Hardware repair, software troubleshooting
•Anti-virus/system maintenance
•WiFi/network consultancy & installation
•Website design & construction
•Tuition & training

Contact Tim Ferrett at :
boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810
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The coastguard did
ask if the ILB would be
removing the net but in
view of its size it would have
been both impractical and
dangerous. You can see the
offending net on the page
for August 20th at https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/crackingtoncrew/.
Although it didn’t turn
out be a collapsed inflatable,
it might have been and at
least the Coastguard were
now aware of something
that could be a danger to
boats working inshore. At
least, two Watchkeepers
had had a chance to
practice their spotting and
plotting skills, as well as a
rare opportunity to direct a
Lifeboat in real time.
Everyone
at
the
Lookout was delighted to
hear recently that Princess
Anne,
The
Princess
Royal, had agreed to be
the National Coastwatch
Institution’s Royal Patron,
particularly when you bear
in mind that it all began in
Cornwall in 1994.
Some
other
good
news for Watchkeepers
and their families alike,

is that work will soon be
going ahead to install a
state of the art Lightning
Protection system at the
Lookout. Although the
strike on 31st December
2015 had minimal effect
on the Watchkeepers on
duty, it did destroy all our
electronic equipment and
we appreciate the improved
protection that the work by
the National Trust should
provide.
Now
the
season’s
coming to an end there’s
one way you could occupy
yourself when the visitors
have gone. Use the winter
months to train as one of
our Watchkeepers, or if
you don’t fancy the walk
up to the Lookout, we are
always happy to welcome
volunteers as fund raisers
to keep the station going
(we only have to walk from
Forrabury so it’s not as
hard as it looks).
So if you, or any one you
know, would be interested
in spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, Chris Evans on
01566 781449.

Boscastle Beer and Music Festival
produced food
including
Ruby
Red
beefburgers
made
by
Boscastle
Farm Shop.
The Rainbow
Marquee will
host
local
bands
and
musicians
throughout
both
days,
while the bar
Organiser, Andrew Leeds looks on as the Samba band line up at last will offer a
year’s festival
wide selection
Back for its second year, the items. Some independent of real ales, craft lagers,
Boscastle Beer and Music shops and stalls will also be cider, wines and spirits.
The bar will be open from
Festival will take place in present.
the main car park over the
The
“Warriors
of 11am til midnight on both
th
weekend of 6-7 October Tintagel” Saxon battle re- days.
2017. With a carnival enactment group will also Lineup for Saturday:
atmosphere and great live be in attendance, providing
12- 2pm Open Mic
music, the event promises enactments and talks of
to be a fun event for all the times gone by. Children’s 2pm Energia Samba
Band Parade throughout
family.
entertainment
includes
the Harbour
As per last year the circus workshops, arts and
Rainbow Marquee will host crafts workshops, a bouncy 3pm Steve Winchester
the bar and music, while castle, swingboats and face- 5pm Strangebrood
a separate arts and craft painting. Lulu’s Burger Bar 7pm TigerBalm
marquee next door will will be open throughout 9pm Innereyefull
showcase some amazing the day, providing locally
artwork and locally crafted

Line up for Sunday:
12- 2pm Open Mic
2pm The Floral Dance
starting from Boscastle
Village Hall with
Camelford Town Band,
dancing their way to the
Rainbow Marquee
3pm Boscastle Buoys
5pm Gordon, Zola and
The Yargbirds
7pm The Countrymen
9pm The Belfast Busker.
Admission for each day
of the event is £3 for over
18’s; £2 for 10-17 year
olds and £1 for under 10’s.
(Babies and toddlers free).
A park-and-ride will be
in operation throughout
both days from 11am until
7pm, located in the field
below Boscastle Farmshop.
All
profits
raised
from the event will go
to Boscastle Playgroup,
Boscastle County Primary
School, Boscastle NCI
Coastwatch,
Boscastle
Football
Club
and
Boscastle National Trust.
Follow us on facebook:
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
bbamf/

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2017

Page 31

Events at St Endellion
Thurs 5 October 7.30pm
Four Quartets

with Flora Pethybridge
and Ashley Ramsden
Join us for an intimate
performance of T S Eliot’s
visionary masterpiece.
There will be beauty,
laughter, and poetry in
abundance. £6
Fri 6 October 7.30pm
3 Daft Monkeys

Bringing vibrant new
songs from their recently
released album Year of
the Clown, favourites on
the festivals circuit 3 Daft
Monkeys perform a brand
new set of the quirky,
original and upbeat
fiddle-driven tunes.
Expect dancing in the
aisles! £10

Musician of
the Year. A
treat of young
talent is in
store. £8.
Concerts free
for accompanied under16s
Book online at www.
endelienta.org.uk
By phone 07787 944935
By email
tickets@endelienta.org.uk
In person at Wadebridge
Bookshop

Sat 7 October 7.30pm
An Evening with Liane
Carroll

Voted Top Jazz artist
2015, Liane Carroll has
been a pillar of the British
jazz and soul scene for
over thirty-five years, so
it’s incredibly exciting
to have her here in St
Endellion £10
Sat 4 November 7.30pm
The Galini Piano Trio

Boscastle Race For Life
Amber Keat , above with
her mum Heather, was
the first child home in the
5,000 metre race.
copyright photo courtesy David Flower

World class trio of piano,
violin and cello perform
Haydn, Shostakovich and
Scumann. £10
Fri 24 November 7.30pm
Flats and Sharps

Blurring the lines
between Bluegrass, Folk,
Country & Pop, Flats and
Sharps perform their own
highly original songs
as well as renditions of
Bluegrass classics. £10
Sunday 10 December 3pm

Young Musicians from
Wells Cathedral School
The concert showcases
the school’s entrants
into the 2018 BBC Young
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Boscastle School Duck Race Race Day

A Snippet From The Past

A
Mrs
Clinton
of
Nottingham
discovered
a letter card featuring
Boscastle and sent it to the
council. It is dated stamped
Looe August 28th but no
year. Its George VI stamp
suggests late 40s/early 50s
(George VI died in 1952).
The writer signs herself
Doris addressed to her
mother Mrs West.
“Trefrawl.” she writes,
“has been described by
someone as the last stop
before heaven.
It is a
marvellous place – food
wonderful – 2 weeks bacon
ration on our plate each
morning – new laid eggs –
butter – cream – chicken for
supper last night. Each day
we have a packed lunch –
complete with flask of tea –
and we are free to roam for
the day – oh! It is lovely.”
(After the Second World
War years of austerity
rationing continued right up

into the 1950s.)
“I wish you could see
Simon”
she
continues
“There are three dogs and
a cat here – to say nothing
of ducks, hens, pigs, etc.
– his expression at times is
priceless – incidentally – I’ve
fallen for the sheepdog, can
I bring him home? Simon
has been in the water – what
a picture of misery – but he
can swim – which is more
than I thought.”
Not quite clear who
Simon is or where Trefrawl
might be. The date stamp
for Looe is a clue, as a
Trefrawl Farm near Lanreath
still exists but I cannot
trace one in Boscastle.
Somehow Doris acquired
her photocard and used it to
please her mum
Still a lovely little
picture of the joys of a
Cornish holiday when
things sounded a bit grim
elsewhere.
CR

Pete’s Peeps
at the Past
15 SEPT 1873
A SMART MAN IN THE
HARVEST FIELD

One day last week Thomas
Rogers of St. Buryan
worked with his scythe
from 6 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. in
a field belonging to Mr W.
Curnow of Paul. In 12½
hours he cut and bound
1½ acres of wheat and
helped to carry the sheaves
so as to make them into
shocks. He is willing to test
his power of cutting 4 acres
with anyone in the west for
a good round sum.
JAN 1843
THE WRECK OF JESSIE
LOGAN AT BOSCASTLE

There has been severe
gales along the coast and
the 850 ton, East India
Trader “Jessie Logan” from
Liverpool was apparently
making for Tintagel or
Bude Bay, but got into
trouble at Boscastle, she
was 14 miles off at midday
with part of her bulwarks,
all of her sails gone, but at
3pm she struck the rocks at
the entrance to Boscastle
Creek where her bottom
was carried away and her
cargo floated out. During
the night her masts fell &
only the sides remained.

Very little of the cargo of
dyewood, gum, cotton,
wool, indigo & hides was
saved. The Coastguard
kept watch but there was
considerable depredation
carried on by the wreckers.
The crew took to the boats
but were all lost, & the
boats found in the morning
capsized.
7 MARCH 1862
CORNWALL’S FIRST
TRACTION ENGINE

An engine with 2 carriages
(capable of carrying 7 tons
each) arrived at Trebursye
mine
from
Lincoln
(Messrs. Taplin & Co.). It
came by rail to Tavistock,
then by road for 3½ days
to Trebursye, it weighs
10 tons. Hundreds of
people turned up to see
the first locomotive near
Launceston. There is tons
of ore waiting to be taken
to the port of Boscastle by
this engine & to bring back
coal.
29 APR 1869
DISASTER AT DELABOLE

The body of rock and
debris which fell was about
300 ft. long & from 100 to
150 ft. deep, running back
at one point a distance of

65 ft. from the edge, but
averaging in thickness
from 25 to 30 ft. The fall
of a mass of about 100,000
tons was followed by a rush
upward of a violent blast
of wind & stones. When
the bottom of the pit
could be seen, most of the
men on the poppet head
were buried but also some
marvellous escapes.
[Altogether 15 workers
were killed & 6 seriously
injured in this huge fall
of rock in the Landwork
section of the Old Delabole
Slate Quarry. The largest
poppet head for hauling
slates up the cliff collapsed.
It was as a result of this
tragedy that the quarry
was thereafter worked in
terraces. 4 years after the
disaster, one of the victims,
a woman, was found
beneath 8 ft. of fallen slate.
She was still holding the
tea can and food basket she
was taking to her father at
the time.]
5 MAR 1847
THE RAILWAY BRIDGE AT
SALTASH

The plan for the bridge by
the Admiralty is to consist
of two main arches a 100
feet in span and height. At
this date the only railways
were short, disconnected
lines serving the mining

areas. Two main eastwest lines had been under
consideration since 1839.
The Tories proposed a
coastal line with a bridge
across the Tamar, which
started in 1847 and
finished in 1859.
18 MAR 1864
EMIGRATION FROM THE
DELABOLE DISTRICT

There is a great emigration
going on amongst the
labouring classes from
the area of Delabole Slate
Works, after a Cornishman
home from U.S.A. brought
stories of success & wonder
that played on the minds
of the people & large
numbers are thinking of
emigrating & about 20
families are on their way to
Liverpool for that purpose.
12 OCT 1874
WAGES £8 A YEAR

Wanted, a strong, active
girl, as Kitchenmaid; wages
£8 a year. Apply, stating age
and with references, to the
Medical Superintendent,
Cornwall Asylum, Bodmin.
31 DEC 1874
A BLIZZARD IN THE NORTH

At Bude the snowstorm
on Wednesday was most
severe. The roads away
from the coast on towards
the moors are impassable,
and the mails were seven
hours behind their time.

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including PACHAMAMA, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS
We stock Ladies’, Men’s and Children’s Clothing
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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The Reading Room
There is an ‘autumn nip’ in
the air today as I step out
into the bright sunshine.
I make my way along the
cliff path and down into
the harbour. I look out
to sea and am filled with
wonder at the power and
beauty of nature. It is easy
to feel grateful for the
lovely place in which we
live but it’s much harder
to comprehend how the
human race is mistreating
and destroying our planet.
My heart began to feel
heavy and filled with
despair until I remembered
an incredible story of hope
and encouragement that
had been told to me only a
few days before:
“Jadav Payeng grew
up on Majuli Island
which was a flourishing
oasis for Indian wildlife.
However, the land went
barren as people cut
down the trees where he
played. He watched this
transformation with his
own eyes. In 1979 he
decided to do something

about it.He walked to a spot
in the barren landscape and
planted a tree. He did this
everyday for the next 37
years and the results were
amazing! He has created
a forest where, because of
the vegetation, animals
retuned. There came tigers,
deer, rhinos and a herd of
115 elephants. The 1359
acres of sandbars now
make up a vibrant forest, a
tropical paradise!
This demonstrates how
every small act can make a
huge difference.”
A story such as this
fills me with hope and it
clearly demonstrates that
individual efforts, however
small, are worthwhile. We
shouldn’t let ourselves be
put off by how daunting
the task may look! It also
demonstrates the power
of stories to inspire and
motivate. Join me as I
unlock
‘The
Ancient
Reading Room’ once again
and see what has inspired
the bookworms of late.

THE NAPOLEON INN
High Street, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A delightful 16th century pub full of character
Delicious food using local ingredients
freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
Real ales served straight from the barrel
LIVE MUSIC Every Friday Night
Traditional Cornish singing from the
BOSCASTLE BUOYS every Tuesday night
OPEN MIC NIGHT every other Monday
Large, safe beer garden and sheltered terrace
Dogs on leads welcome
Quiz & Karaoke Nights throughout the winter months.
Bookings now being taken for

christmas day lunch
For up to date events head to our website
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The Secret Wife
By Gill Paul
Gill Paul is a full time
writer. She is a non-fiction
author and also a novelist.
She studied medicine at
Glasgow University before
deciding that a doctor’s life
was not for her. Her nonfiction books are specialist
health and nutrition books
published by Penguin. She
has also written a book
called ‘Food Hospital’
which is tied into a Channel
Four documentary series.
Her novels are historical
fiction
and
include
‘Another Woman’s Husband’
(about Wallis Simpson
and Princess Diana), ‘No
Place for a Lady’ (set in the
Crimean war), ‘Women and
Children First’ (set on the
Titanic) and ‘The Affair’
(set in Rome in the 1960’s
during the making of the
Burton-Taylor Cleopatra
film).
The Secret Wife is about
the Romanovs. It is set
in Russia in 1914 when
Russia is on the brink of
collapse and The Romanov
family faces a terrifyingly
uncertain future. It has
two storylines. One in the
present times with Kitty
a young journalist who
leaves London to settle
in her great-grandfather’s

remote cabin in America.
The other storyline is in
the past and we meet her
great-grandfather who has
been wounded and is being
cared for by a very special
nurse.
The bookworms found
that the story took some
surprising turns, some
darker and sadder than
expected. Some of us really
enjoyed it whereas others
found it did not draw them
in. One or two failed to
complete reading it. Some
bookworms felt there was
no character development
and because of that the
story felt unbelievable and
bits of it quite ‘far-fetched’.
They felt the writing was
too slow; therefore the
pace of the story was
sedentary. The bookworms
who enjoyed it felt that the
setting and the characters
were well researched and
the author was very good at
description and creating a
sense of place. New aspects
were regularly introduced
which kept the reader
engaged.
Several
bookworms
found that the first part
of the book was difficult
with which to engage but
they were glad they had
persevered. As the story
progressed they thoroughly

The Reading Room
enjoy it. On hearing this
other bookworms, who
had given up, decided it
was worth going back to
finish it.
We suggest that, if this
is a period of history that
intrigues you, it is a book
you should consider.
Storyline: 7
Quality of writing: 7

A Cat, A Hat And A
Piece Of String
By Joanne Harris
Joanne Michele Sylvie
Harris was born in a
corner sweetshop, with
no central heating and an
outside loo, in Barnsley,
Yorkshire on July 3rd 1964.
Her father was English and
her mother was French.
Both her parents were
academics. Joanne began
adult life as an accountant
but after a year she decided
to train as a teacher at
Sheffield University. She
taught modern languages
for fifteen years during
which time she wrote and
published three novels.
She found fame through
one of them, ‘Chocolat’
which was also made into
a film. Following this, she
has had continued literary
success with many of her

books. She also supports
many charities which
includes being a patron to
‘Medecins Sans Frontieres’.
She received an MBE in
2013. She works from a
shed in her garden and she
plays bass in a band she
first joined when she was
16 years old. She also has
a green belt in ju-jitsu! She
lives with her husband and
daughter in a little wood in
Yorkshire.
Joanne has written two
books of short stories, ‘Jigs
and Reels’ and this one, ‘A
Cat, A Hat and A Piece of
String’. This title grew out
of a question asked her in
an interview: ‘If you were
to be stranded on a desert
island what three items
would you take?’
She said she chose
that answer because she
liked the jaunty, careless
bounce of the phrase but
also because it portrays
that each item has many
potential uses. She went on
to explain her choices to
her interviewer:
• A cat for company
• A hat for shelter from
the sun
• A piece of string for
multiple uses, such
as, to amuse the cat,
to keep the hat on in

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush                   
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius

• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

a high wind or to use
with the hat to make a
fish-trap! (to name but
a few!)
The stories in this
collection are a little
like that too. They are
seemingly
unconnected
at first but linked in all
kinds of ways to each other
and to her novels. All this
fascinating
information
and much more can be
found on Joanne Harris’s
website! Well worth a visit.
The bookworms all
spoke highly of this
collection, even those
who do not normally
enjoy a book of short
stories. One bookworm
said “Often short stories
are just snapshots where
nothing is concluded but
these really ‘drag you in’!”
We all felt these short
stories
demonstrated
clearly her skill as a writer.
Each setting was totally
different and in each she
successfully created the
atmosphere of that setting.
Her descriptions are very
vivid and evocative. We
particularly enjoyed the
author’s
introduction

of each story explaining
where it had been born in
her imagination and the
way the characters reappear
in different stories. One
bookworm recognised a
quirkiness in the stories
that reminded her of Roald
Dahl.
Most bookworms are
‘fans’ of Joanne Harris
and, if you have not read
any of her work yet, we
would urge you to take
a look. One set of her
books is set in France and
another set in Yorkshire
but she also writes novels
based in folklore, myths
and legends. She has also
written three beautifully
illustrated cookery books.
Storyline: 8
Quality of writing : 8
Please join us because
we always enjoy your
company in The Reading
Room!
Yours truly

The Keeper of the Key

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly
Competitive Prices for all cars,
motorcycles and vans
MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: 01840 212666
Highfield Road Industrial Estate
Camelford
PL32 9RA
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The Day the Royal Marines Visited Boscastle

I always warm towards
those
visitors
who
appreciate
Boscastle’s
charm and express a desire
to return. One such visitor
was Will Gingell of the
Royal Marines.
On a sunny July day a
group of young men jogged
passed me on their way to
a vehicle in the harbour
car park. Their t-shirts
proclaimed that they were
‘Royal Marines’, with the

intriguing slogan ‘100
Challenges in 100 Days’
on the back. The urge to
know more was too strong
to resist, so over I went to
speak to them. Will, with
his fellow runner Jamie
Thompson - impressively
athletic young men - said
they were running 16.64
miles daily for 100 days
and that the total miles
– ‘1664’ - is a significant
number in the history of

the Royal Marines.
Wikipedia tells me that
‘The Corps of Royal Marines
is the United Kingdom’s
amphibious light infantry
force, forming part of the
Naval Service, along with
the Royal Navy.’ Formed in
1755, they can, however,
trace their origins back to
‘the formation of the English
Army’s Duke of York and
Albany’s maritime regiment
of Foot at the grounds of

the Honourable Artillery
Company on 28 October
1664.’ Their Latin motto,
‘Per Mare, Per Terram’
(translated into English as
‘By Sea, By Land’) verifies
that they are prepared to
‘boldly go’ anywhere and
everywhere. To meet all
challenges, the ‘Royals’
undergo one of the longest
and
most
physically
demanding
specialist
infantry training regimes

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES 
BAR SNACKS
 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT 
 SUNDAY CARVERY 
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm
Evening Meals 6.00pm-9.00pm

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT

Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: (01840) 250278

Tel: 01840 250108

www.cobwebinn.com
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www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

Marines’ story continues
in the world - as was shown
on the 2014 Channel 4
TV series ‘Royal Marines
Commando School’.
The demand made on
Will and Jamie, whose
Challenge brought them
into Boscastle, was to start
the run from Plymouth,
ending on their 100th day
in London. The day I met
them and their fellow
runners, they had started
from Tintagel and would
complete the 16.64 miles
when they arrived in
Bude. Looking for more
information, I discovered
on their ‘Just Giving’
charity web page that - ‘The
Royal Marine Global 1664
Challenge is a series of events
taking place in 2017 with
the aim of 100 Challenges
being completed in 100
Days – an event that will
involve all Royal Marines.’
Joining the Marines is a
lifetime relationship, so
the funds raised from the
‘Challenges’ will go to
support Royal Marines,
their families, veterans and
cadets in many ways.
Will and Jamie were the
only Commandos running
the full 1,664 miles over
the 100 days. They ran
with a different set of

runners every day and to
quote Will, ‘it certainly
adds to the variety’. Their
‘100 days’ ended on 2nd
August 2017, when the
pair finished ‘their feat of
endurance’ at Buckingham
Palace when, with the
Royal Marines Reserve
London team, they handed
over the baton to the Duke
of Edinburgh. The Duke’s
association with the Royal
Marines goes back 64 years
to 2nd June 1953 when he
was appointed Captain
General Royal Marines on
the death of King George
V1.
So well done and good
luck in the future Lads:
May the hills lie low,
May the sloughs fill up
In thy way.
May all evil sleep,
May all good awake,
In thy way.
(a charm from the
‘British Book of Spell and
Charms’ by Graham King,
one time owner of Boscastle’s
Museum of Witchcraft and
Magic).
Anyone one wishing
to donate to the Royal
Marines Charity can do so
by logging on to JustGiving
‘42 Commando’.
GQ

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot
health needs
Professional foot care in the
comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed
Paddings & Dressings

Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep
your feet pain free

Claire & Simon

Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867

The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

Moorheat Services
Oil Fired Boiler, Aga &
		
Rayburn Maintenance
Replacement OIl Tanks
Landlord Certificate
Boiler Replacement & New Installations
OFTEC Registered & 600a certificate to install oil tanks

Tel: 01566 772262

LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle
A Family run B&B offering
quality, comfort and a relaxed
informal atmosphere
Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House
Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House
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As the summer draws to a
close, I’m looking forward
to a new chapter in the
parliamentary calendar and
thought it would be a good
time to update you with
the ambitions for North
Cornwall over the coming
months.
Here in the South West,
and North Cornwall in
particular, there are two
clear priorities for Brexit:
firstly, taking back control
of our fishing waters and
secondly, reforming our
agriculture sector.
There is no denying
that the path ahead will
be challenging for all of
us and, as always, my first
consideration will be the
people of North Cornwall
and how future policy will
affect them.
In order for a smooth
exit in spring 2019, the
piece of legislation which
binds us to the EU – the

European Communities
Act – must be repealed.
On top of this, all EU
law that governs us must
be transferred into British
law so that all legislation
which affects our daily lives
is under the control of the
UK Parliament - not the
EU Parliament.
The legislation to do all
this – the EU Withdrawal
Bill – will be debated by
MPs in early September.
Unlike the Article 50 Bill
which was passed earlier
this year to begin the Brexit
process, the upcoming
Withdrawal
Bill
will
outline how we will leave
the EU and what must be
changed in order to do this.
It is important to me to
get the best deal possible,
however, I will not accept
a deal that keeps us tied
to the European Court
of Justice or a deal on the
Single Market or Customs
Union that means we must
make payments to the EU
or be unable to sign free
trade deals.
In my new role as
Parliamentary
Private
Secretary for ministers
at the Department for
Transport, we will be
bringing forward the
Space Industry Bill to
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the Commons before
Christmas. Cornwall has a
special interest here as we
are bidding for Cornwall
Newquay Airport to be
a space hub. Space flight
could have a worldwide
economic benefit of around
£50 billion, so we want
Cornwall to be leading at
the front for Britain.
The department also
hopes to legislate against
the use of laser pens against
aircraft, more regulations
for drones and look at
policy for driverless cars. I
have to say that the latter
makes me slightly nervous,
and I will be keeping a
close eye on how this will
work.
I’m also delighted to
have been asked to be the
chairman of the All Party
Group in Parliament for
the dairy industry. This
group of MPs regularly
meet to discuss how they
can help and promote the
sector. Dairy products

such as milk, cheese,
butter, yoghurt and whey
powder are a huge part of
the British diet and much
of the produce is made in
North Cornwall.
The
summer
also
provided
opportunities
for me to attend many
local events across the
constituency
including
carnivals and fundraisers.
The Camelford Show
particularly sticks in my
mind - the day was rather
wet and I, like many
visitors, got stuck getting
out of the car park at the
end of the day! Despite the
conditions it was very well
attended and it was nice
to meet up with both old
friends and new.
Constituency Office
Office of Scott Mann MP,
10 Market House Arcade,
Fore Street, Bodmin, PL31
2JA
Tel 01208 74337
Email: scott@scottmann.
org.uk

Answers to Crossword:
Across: 1 brontosaurus 12 rapier 13 rarely
15 ontario 17 near 18 ok 19 gnocchi 22 kea 23 ta
24 nasion 25 hear 26 rand 27 ate 29 pa 30 fir
31 index 34 ton 35 gneiss 36 tessera 39 ego
40 gamma 41 as 42 stopgap 45 reel 46 pitta
47 aloes 48 number 49 graceful
Down: 1 brooch 2 rank 3 opt 4 niagara 5 tern
6 orion 7 urchin 8 ra 9 urn 10 seek 11 myra 14 ertes
16 ocarina 20 csar 21 iodine 23 tap 27 adios
28 exsiccate 30 forage 32 negative
33 pegs 34 tempest 37 sat 38 smoke 43 alto 44 cap

Scott Mann, MP

North Coast Harmony
has gone from strength to
strength since we started in
May, and we’re continuing
to welcome ladies from
Boscastle and beyond.
Our Mondays are filled
with song, and we’re really
enjoying getting our teeth
into some really fun vocal
exercises and medleys,
current favourites being

brought us two new songs,’
I’d Like to Teach the World
to Sing’ and Rag n Bone
Man’s ‘Skin’, which we’ve
added to our small but
expanding repertoire of
’One Fine Day’ and ‘Lean
on Me’. Our approach to
song choices is to keep it
varied and get ladies to vote

Katy Perry’s feel good song,
‘Roar’. Late in Autumn,
we’re hoping to move on
to something a little more
Christmassy!
On top of all that
singing, we drink tea and
do a lot of laughing, and I
mean A LOT of laughing!
Our Director Sian, an
accomplished singer in her
own right, is not only an
exceptional director, she
also happens to be very,

hopefully more tuneful!),
and so can help with stress.
There’s been a ton of studies
done on the benefits of
singing, both physical and
psychological; it really is
(for me anyway!), one of
the very best ways to feel
great. Did I mention we
also drink tea and laugh a
lot? And who doesn’t feel
great after a cuppa and
good old giggle?
We are absolutely
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‘I’m Gonna Sing’ which is
sung over the top of ‘Swing
Low, Sweet Chariot’ and
‘When the Saints Go
Marching In’ (yes, we sing
3 songs at the same time!
It sounds beautiful!), and
a similar arrangement with
‘Wade in the Water’.
The
summer
has

on potential new songs –
there is absolutely never
ever any cheating (and yet
we had more votes than
members on the last go…
Can’t imagine how that
happened!!). During the
Autumn, we’re planning to
make a start on vote winner
‘Rolling in the Deep’, and

very funny and has us all in
stitches.
Monday evenings have
definitely become the
highlight of our week!
It’s been heart-warming
too, for us watch the ladies
grow over the months, not
only in developing their
voices and vocal skills,
but also in confidence.
There is something about
singing,
especially
in
a group of supportive,
likeminded ladies, that can
be incredibly empowering.
For some, the confidence,
and increase in self-esteem
that can come from
singing, can be a powerful
thing. It’s also a really great
release, a bit like letting
out a big long scream (but

passionate about what
we do, and have a firm
belief that any lady who
wants to sing should have
the opportunity to do so,
regardless of experience
or expertise. If you fancy
giving it a try, or if you’re
not sure and just fancy
coming along to have a
look at what we get up to,
we’d love to welcome you.
North Coast Harmony
meets at 7pm on Monday
evenings in Boscastle
Village Hall.
For more information
call 07814 992820, email
northcoastharmony@
gmail.com, or go
to Facebook.com/
NorthCoastHarmony
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Spar

Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities
Shop open daily at 6am

Cornish Stores

Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the main
carpark on Fridays, from 1.45pm until 2.45pm

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702
Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- King Arthur’s carpark 10.55 -11.15

6th Oct, 3rd Nov, 1st & 29thDec

Camelford Library

and Council One Stop Shop

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge
111

from any phone by dialing 			

Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit 8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community

01566 761000

Stratton Community

01288 320101

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
01752 202082

Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre:
		
01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:
Church of England
01840 250359
Methodist
01840 214818
Catholic
01840 770663
Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:
01840 250529
Clerk: 01840 230609 email: forminpc@gmail.com
Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop: 0300 1234 111

Town Hall, Market Place

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

Tel: 01840 212409

Floodline: 			

0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:

0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting

0800 230 0561

Tues: 9.30am - 5pm Thurs: 9.30am - 1.30pm
Sat: 10am - 1pm

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
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Highways:

0300 1234 222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:
Village Hall Bookings:

0800 365 900

Jo Kent: 01840 250879

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

