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Local singers, the Boscastle Buoys choose an unusual venue for a get-together
From the left: Pete Hicks, David Pinn, Roger Nicholls, Jack Evans,
photo Tanya Nicholls
Chris Edwards, Dave Philp, Hedley Venning, Jon Statton
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Bouquets for the Blowhole Supporters Everywhere
As Treasurer of the
Blowhole, and on
behalf of the rest of
the Blowhole Team,
I wish to thank the
Advertisers
and
Subscribers for their
loyal support of the
magazine.
I also wish
to
thank
our
distributers, who are
an important part of
our support team,

for their diligent
efforts in delivering
the magazine – in
all weathers.
We wish you
all a Very Merry
Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
GQ
Bouquets thanks to Flemish
Old Masters: left ‘Large
Bouquet of Flowers’ by Jan
Brueghel the Younger, right
‘Still Life With Tulips, Roses
And Irises In A Clay Vase’ by
Jan Brueghel the Elder.

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the team. The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan, Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Audley
Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda.
The next Blowhole will be published in March 2017
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Please also use this email address for advertising queries
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year.
To subscribe either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole'.
Communications to the Blowhole can be posted to:
44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
The Blowhole is published quarterly and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly
Competitive Prices for all cars,
motorcycles and vans
MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: 01840 212666
Highfield Road Industrial Estate
Camelford
PL32 9RA
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‘Eyes Down for a
Full House’
And a ‘Full House’ is
what we are expecting at
the Village Hall on 25th
February 2017, when we
throw the doors open for
a Prize Bingo Evening.
After Christmas, the
first few months of the year
are always a bit of an anticlimax, not to say bleak
and drear. So with a view
to livening up February,
on Saturday, 25th, the
doors of the Village Hall
will open at 7.00pm, with
‘Eyes Down’ at 7.30pm
for an evening of Prize
Bingo, fun and laughter.
Refreshments and raffle
tickets will be on sale with
outstandingly
valuable
prizes (no, there won’t be
any unloved Christmas
presents as prizes!!)
• Price of £1 per book
on the door.
• A prize for the first
line
• A super prize for a full
house.
So write the date in
your diaries and join us for
an entertaining evening.

The Macmillan ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

L to R: Diane Bosley, David Cookson, Margaret Euden, Lynn Biddick, Sophie Edwards
Barb Cookson, Lauren Edwards, Merv Palmer, Pip Fitzpatrick and Carolyn Edwards
Lynn Biddick’s holiday
In Jane Austen’s time all her helpers, as well as
prevented
her
from the event would have those who attended and
holding The Macmillan’s been described as ‘a crush’ supported the event and
‘World’s Biggest Coffee (synonymous for ‘a rousing everyone who made the
Morning’ along with other success’ - in this case, well day so successful with
fund-raisers, at the end of attended!) for as well as their contributions and
September. However, for looking out for a bargain, donations.
many years it has become it was also an opportunity
an annual fundraising for villagers, friends and Sharon’s Plaice, update
event at her home in White relations to catch up with The scaffolding will be
Smock Meadow and so on old acquaintances. With going up soon (if it isn’t
25th October, once again cakes, pasties, books, bric- already by the time this
she opened her doors to the a-brac and a raffle (as well goes to print) and the reCharity.
as donations) an impressive building work is due to
amount of £1151 was start in January. Once again
raised - an increase on last thank you to all those who
have given support & kind
year’s total.
Lynn wishes to send words, we will be back as
many grateful thanks to soon as we can.
BD

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to
take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted
coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine
Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE
01208 880849
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk

4* Apartments Open All Year
Caravan Club CL open March to October
01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall PL35 0EG
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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Parish Pump
by Aeolus

April Cottage, Dunn
by the council and subject
Street, Boscastle
to their view payment be
Listed building consent for made or withheld.
demolition and rebuilding Forrabury & Minster
of chimney, PA16/08649. Parish Council
Cllr Jarvis proposed
1st November 2016
the council support this
With only three councillors
application. Seconded by
present, the clerk advised
Cllr Martin. All in favour.
the meeting was inquorate
Playground
and no business could be
It was reported that repair transacted.
work in the playground
had
been
completed Members' Apologies
although it was felt The clerk was asked
that the seesaw handles remind all councillors of
were not satisfactory. It their obligation to tender
was proposed that an their apologies if they were
inspection be carried out unable to attend a meeting.

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A delightful 16th century pub full of character
Delicious food using local ingredients
freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
Real ales served straight from the barrel
LIVE MUSIC Every Friday Night
Traditional Cornish singing from the
BOSCASTLE BUOYS every Tuesday night
OPEN MIC NIGHT every other Monday
Large, safe beer garden Dogs on leads welcome
Join us in Boscastle Village Hallfor our New Year’s
Eve Party!! This year’s theme is BEST BIB N TUCKER
music from the awesome MIKE FOX
NEW YEAR’S EVE HANGOVER CURE BREAKFAST served
from 10am (booking advisable)
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Oakford, Forrabury,
Boscastle
Proposed change of use
from existing studio to
holiday accommodation.
PA16/10068.
Cllr Rodda proposed
the council object to
this application on the
grounds of unacceptable
overdevelopment, setting a
precedent for all others with
timber garden outbuildings
and concern re parking for
additional vehicles, in this
narrow lane as no detail
on drawings. Seconded by
Cllr Edwards. All in favour.
Ikoyi, Under Road,
Boscastle
Application for nonmaterial amendment in
respect of application
Various changes including
velux windows; suntunnel;
3 sets of bifold doors;
window colour; french
doors; rear bifold doors;
window paning; solar

panels. PA16/09789.
Cllr Hockin proposed
the council support this
application. Seconded by
Cllr Rodda. All in favour.

Castle Site
The devolution fund grant
will be spent on a new
slate sign and replacing
the slates over the drainage
channel from the road at
an estimated cost of £150.
The matter of grass cutting
and other work on the
castle site is under review.
(see page 13 for more details
about
Forrabury
and
Minster’s Parish Council
plans for the Castle Mound
site)
Foul
At the parish council
meeting held on the tenth
of November 2016 it was
reported that at two recent
football matches play had
to be stopped whilst dog
droppings were removed
from the pitch.

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155

on sale with outstandingly
valuable prizes (no, there
won’t be any unloved
Christmas presents as
prizes!!).
Price of £1 per book on
the door. A prize for the
first line A super prize for a
full house.
So write the date in
your diaries and join us for
an entertaining evening.

The Retreat, Potters
Lane, Boscastle
Application for a nonmaterial amendment.
PA16/09558

‘Eyes Down for a
Full House’
And a ‘Full House’ is
what we are expecting at
the Village Hall on 25th
February 2017, when we
throw the doors open for a
Prize Bingo Evening.
After Christmas, the
first few months of the year
are always a bit of an anticlimax, not to say bleak
and drear. So with a view
to livening up February, on
Saturday, 25th, the doors
of the Village Hall will
open at 7.0pm, with ‘Eyes
Down’ at 7.30pm for an
evening of Prize Bingo, fun
and laughter. Refreshments
and raffle tickets will be

Juliotter Garden Club
The Garden Club meet
every 4th Tuesday of the
month at 7.30pm, at
Otterham & St Juliot Hall,
Inglestone,
Marshgate
PL32 9YN.
Members and guests
enjoy visits to notable
gardens as well as the
varied monthly meeting
with topical presentations,
plant sales, raffle and
refreshments.
Join for an enjoyable
way to meet new likeminded friends. Cost: £12
annual fee or £3 guest fee.
For further information
please contact Alan Green
01566 781559 or Paul
Greatorex 01840 269178.
24th Jan: Tim Ellis: subject
tbc
28th Feb:Richard Fulcher:
Rhododendrons
28th March: AGM

‘It’s behind
yooooouuu’
Well no, actually it’s in
front of you and I don’t
mean Christmas.
Traditionally, Boscastle
Village Hall has been
the venue for the annual
Pantomime. So once again,
in January, supporters
of the Panto will able to
watch our own home
grown ‘actors’ take to the
‘boards’, skilfully directed
by the inimitable Jo Kent.
As I write, the
Pantomime
being
rehearsed is ‘Peter Pan’ –
no doubt, with the usual
apologies to the author (in
this case J M Barrie!)
Like you, I am agog to
discover who will be Peter
Pan – obviously someone
with
aspirations
of
remaining young and with
a head for heights. I could
make a fair guess as to
whom Captain Hook may
be, but perhaps there is a
dame in the play, so I may
be wrong. Surely there will
be a cast of thousands of
children to dance their way
through a routine for the
Indians and Pirates. The
only way to answer these
questions is to go along to
one of the performances.

There will be five
performances starting on
Wednesday, 25th January,
followed by Thursday
26th, Friday 27th and
Saturday, 28th when there
will be two performances,
a matinee and an evening
performance. The doors
will open at 7.0pm,
allowing show-goers to be
in their seats by 7.30pm for
the week day performances
and 2.00pm for a 2.30pm
start for the matinee.
Tickets will be on sale
at the Garage Shop, Spar
Shop and the Visitors
Centre and will cost £6 for
adults and £3 for under
12’s.
So see you there, folks!!

Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2016
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Boscastle Beer and Music Festival A Great Success
The inaugural Beer and
Music Festival took place
over the weekend of
1st–2nd October and was
unanimously declared a
huge success by all who
attended. Visitors to the
aptly named Rainbow
Marquee were treated to
a generous range of thirstquenching craft ales and
were also able to watch
some great bands including
a number of local ones.
Adjacent to the main
tent the Arts and Crafts
marquee showcased a range
of local talent organised
by Julie Potter, alongside
several independent craft
stallholders.
With
12
bands
performing
over
the
course of the two-day
event, attendees were
treated to a wide variety of
music. Saturday’s musical
highlights
included
the headliners Kernow
Vibration, who delivered a
thumping reggae set, local
funkateers The Soulstroke
and original rock from
Ocean Stone. Earlier in the
day the marquee hosted
excellent sets from local
bands Itchy Feet and Deja
Moo.

photo Frankie Morgan

On the Sunday it was
the turn of Antimadador
to bring their unique
blend of soul, funk and
hip-hop to the marquee,
after the crowd had been
suitably warmed up by the
bouncing good-time ska
of Ten Bob Notes. Other
bands on Sunday included
local hillbillies Dusk at
Dawns, Boscastle’s finest
cover band Fluid Druid
and the dulcet tones of the
Countrymen Singers and
the Boscastle Buoys.
The
charity
gala
nights raised a total of
£1200 with the following
Boscastle organisations all
benefitting: Coastwatch,
Preschool, Primary School,
and the National Trust.

Organiser
Andrew
Leeds said: “After the
success of Kindred Spirits
Festival I wanted to extend
our experience to try and
bring a scaled-down version
to replace Boscastle Food
Arts and Craft Festival. The
idea was to create a carnival
atmosphere with music,
entertainment, arts and
crafts to appeal to all ages
and to raise some money
for
local
community
groups. I have so many
people to thank for their
help and support. The
success of this festival could

photo Tracy Bright
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only have happened with
the help and participation
of many individuals who
volunteered their time to
help set up and ensure
things ran smoothly.”
Many thanks to:
• Bowfie Baird, owner
of
the
Rainbow
Marquee Company,
who kindly donated
the main marquee for
the duration of the
festival free of charge
• The National Trust for
use of the car park,
and the adjacent field

Boscastle Beer and Music Festival: continued

photo Onusa Itipi Leeds

•

•

•

•

•

for the Saxon camp
and children’s games
Kate Leeds from
Boscastle Playgroup
for organising the
children’s area and
keeping so many little
people entertained (see
photo above)
Laura and Dan Leeds
for LuLu’s Burger
Bar, using freshly
sourced produce from
Boscastle Farm Shop
Energia Samba Band
from Kilkhampton,
who brought the
Brazilian sunshine to
the harbour and the
festival itself on the
Sunday (photo above
left)
Warriors of Tintagel
Battle re-enactment
group, who set up
a Saxon camp and
entertained all with
their spectacular reenactments
This
and
That

Performance
who
provided
circus
workshops and street
performances, adding
a twist of excitement
and festival vibes.
• Andrew and Tracy
would also like to
thank Rebecca Smyth
and all the bar staff
who worked tirelessly
all weekend to keep
attendees watered and
Frankie Morgan for
on-site electrics and
sound management.
Stay tuned for news on
next year’s event, which
with continued support
will be even bigger and
better. Follow Boscastle
Beer and Music Festival
on Facebook for more
information and pictures.
AJ

Bottreaux Surgeries
Patient Participation
Group
Bottreaux
Surgeries’
patient participation group
(PPG) was formed earlier
this year. The group acts
as a liaison between the
patients and the practice,
passing on information to
the practice that enables
them to provide better
service for the patients
and informing patients of
changes at the surgeries.
Members come from
Boscastle, Tintagel, and St.
Gennys.
The
Practice
has
now installed updated
broadband, this should
improve appointment and
prescription ordering via
the internet.
Flu jab sessions have
been held at Boscastle and
Crackington
Surgeries.
If you do not qualify for
a free flu jab, but would
like the protection it can
provide, please phone the
surgery on 01840 250209.
We hope you have
noticed the changes at
reception and prescription
counters. A little confusing

at first but sure you will get
use to the new system that
should enhance the service
provided.
We will be losing Dr
Abbott at the end of March
2017 and Dr Rebecca
Walker is due to join the
practice in April 2017.
For
information
about PPG or to pass
on
complements
or
information
about
procedural problems to
the surgery, please contact
any of the following PPG
members:
John Wakelin (Boscastle)
at john.wakelin@supalife.
com
Judy Wrigley at
nandwidgley@hotmail.
com
Arthur Bannister
(Boscastle) at
arthurbannister@
hotmail.com
Lesley Cooke
(Crackington) at Lesley.
cooke2@btinternet.com
Janey Comber
(Crackington) at janey@
comber.plus.com
Ellen Hawley
(Crackington) at
ellenhawley@yahoo.
com .

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster

photo Frankie Morgan
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News from the
Lookout

We started this year with a
bang even if, technically, it
was still December 2015.
However, the lightning
strike proved that it takes
more than that to stop our
doughty
Watchkeepers
from taking their turn up
at Willapark as we didn’t
miss a single watch.
Fortunately we haven’t
been involved in any such
serious incidents involving
visitors,
sea-goers
or
walkers this year, but we
can’t tell what the winter
will bring.
As in other years one
of our main concerns
has been keeping up our
numbers as the pressure
of work or simple Anno
Domini
affects
our

members so, once again
we shared a stand at the
Royal Cornwall Show
with colleagues from other
stations. Not only were
we able explain what we
do to more people but we
managed to interest some
potential
Watchkeepers
as well.In fact three new
Trainees have just started
their courses, which will
help to keep our watches
filled.
As we are one of the
organisations
involved
UK Search and Rescue
ourselves,
we need to
understand what the other
services can offer and how
we can help each of them
more effectively. That’s
why two visits some of us
were able to make were
as important as they were
interesting.
One was a visit to the
new Rescue Helicopter
facility at Newquay where
we had a fascinating
presentation on the new
Bristow Helicopters that
have taken over from the
RN and RAF Sea Kings.
The Sikorsky S92 that you
might have seen in the
air, with its distinctive red
nose and tail and a white
cabin section, can fly in all
weathers and has the ability
to fly 250 miles, winch

for thirty minutes and
return . All the Newquay
pilots have done SAR
operations at Culdrose and
are required to be airborne
within 15 minutes between
0800 and 2200 and 45
minutes between 2200
and 0800 although it is
usually faster than that.
With a maximum speed
of 165 knots and the very
latest mapping and routing
electronics they are a great
improvement on the Sea
King which took its first
flight in 1959. Strange as it
may seem some retired Sea
Kings are being sold off to
face a new life as man caves
and holiday homes!
The other fascinating
visit was to Coastguard
Operations Centre in
Falmouth. As our main
purpose is to act as eyes
and ears along the coast
on behalf on HMCG it is
important that as many of
us as possible get the chance
to see how they work, so
trips like this are really
treasured.We could see how
they deal with a workload
that covers watching vessels

through the complications
of the Channel Separation
schemes in western waters
as well as responding to
any emergency situations
that may arise. We were
just as impressed with the
systems they can call on
as we were with the new
helicopters, and quite
pleased that our own
equipment is maintained
to a similar standard.
With no Food Festival
there was no call on us to
man a multitude of car
parks this year, but those
members who did turn
out for the Boscastle Beer
and Music Festival found
directing motorists into
the one car park was quite
as taxing.
Six of our number
were able to attend the
Service of Remembrance
this year and our thanks
go out to all those local
people who have looked
after our collection boxes
and supported us at Quiz
Nights and table top sales.
This year we have
decided to start our watches
at 0800 from February

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES  BAR SNACKS 
 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT  SUNDAY CARVERY 
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm ~ Evening 6.00pm-9.00pm

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
10th Dec: Pop Cornwall
17th Dec: The Prevention
Monday 26th Dec:tba
31st Dec: Dusk at Dawn’s
Sun 1st Jan: Strangebrood

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com
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News from the
Lookout, continued
rather than March, along
with most of the other
Stations in the county, as
the two darkest mornings
are well past. It will give
us an opportunity to enjoy
our new gas heating system
and may even result in
some slimmer silhouettes
as some of us decide our
thermals are no longer
necessary.
Now we are looking
forward to our annual
Christmas
get-together
and send seasons greeting
to walkers and sea-goers
alike.
Remember, you don’t
have to walk up to the
Lookout to help our cause,
we are always happy to
welcome volunteers as
fund raisers to help keep
our station running.
So if you, or any one you
know, would be interested
in spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, Chris Evans on
01566 781449.

Correspondence
Dear Blowhole
A Thank You
I just wanted to say
THANK YOU . To the
lovely couple who rescued
me when I tripped and
broke both my feet recently
in Boscastle. Also to all
my wonderful neighbours
who rallied round to help
me during the following 3
months of my recovery.
Many Many Thanks
Cay
Mrs Catherine Thornhill

Dear Blowhole Readers
We are “The Boscastle
Buoys” and we wish you
all a warm and wonderful
Christmas and a happy,
healthy New Year.
Remember us and our
great and worthy cause,
“Cornwall Hospice Care”,
when looking for those
last, elusive presents.
If you like fun and
musicality, old fashioned
favourites and new, the
answer lies right here.
Boscastle Buoys CDs- still

MW

The Old Manor House
Restaurant Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250251

Serving breakfast, lunches, evening meals,
Homemade Cornish cream tea
Enjoy your visit in the restaurant or our
large sheltered tea garden. Dogs on leads welcome.

SHARONS PLAICE

Boscastle’s very own FISH ‘N’ CHIP SHOP
Serving REAL FISH ‘N’ CHIPS cooked by professionals
Served from the Manor House Cottage
Please note: SHARON’S PLAICE will be reopening asap
after the devastating fire

available at only £10.00
each available form the
spar shop or from a Buoy !
Enjoy!
The Boscastle Buoys

Dear Readers
You may have noticed,
(or indeed missed) the plea
in the last edition asking
for help with producing
the Blowhole.
We are in need of
fresh eyes and extra hands
to make work light. In
particular: we need a new
treasurer, someone to coordinate the advertising,
collectors of news and
‘snippets’, feature writers

and if there is someone
who would like to take on
the role of editor, which
includes compiling the
Blowhole on a computer,
then I’d happily hand
over the hat! I use Adobe
software, but on a pc not a
Mac; it would no doubt be
simplest to pass on the files
in the same format, but if
you use different software,
then I’m sure we could still
figure out a way to transfer
the existing files.
All the best for the
festive season and wishing
you all a happy, healthy
and prosperous 2017.
Philippa A

Moorheat Services
Oil Fired Boiler, Aga &
		
Rayburn Maintenance
Replacement OIl Tanks
Landlord Certificate
Boiler Replacement & New Installations
OFTEC Registered & 600a certificate to install oil tanks

Tel: 01566 772262
Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2016
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WHAT IS IT WITH MOBILES?
Chris Rodda ponders the ubiquitous phone
Part 1
It is illegal to use a handheld phone when driving,
stopped at traffic lights or
supervising a learner driver.
This includes texting or
taking/sending
pictures.
Use is only permitted in an
emergency when it would
be dangerous or impractical
to stop. Or you are
parked safely. If guilty the
punishment is three penalty
points and a fine of £100.
You can also be prosecuted
if you are distracted by
hands-free phones, satnavs
or two-way radios. (GOV.
UK)
A friend of mine told
me that he practised safe
driving by using only a
hands-free phone. Near the
end of a three-hundred mile
journey to buy a camper
van he suddenly received a
phone call from the seller to
say he had just sold the van
to someone else. My friend
was so consumed by rage it
took him several minutes to
realise he was hurtling down
the outside lane at 70mph.
He would consider
himself a responsible driver
and yet lost his rag when
surprised by an unwelcome
message. Recently both the

drivers of a white van and an
HGV were jailed for killing
people because they were
distracted by mobiles. The
van driver had six previous
convictions for illegal usage
but persuaded a magistrate
not to confiscate his licence.
The HGV driver took his
eyes off the road for 45
seconds while adjusting
music downloads and
crushed a family to death.
Nearer home, two women
in Looe were killed when
their coach overturned, the
driver having spent eight
minutes talking on his
phone. There is no other
way of explaining this
kind of behaviour except
addiction.
In Boscastle it is
difficult to ignore the sight
of mobile-chatting van
drivers and mums picking
up their kids, probably
both innocent of any desire
to mow down passersby, nevertheless paying
dangerously less attention
to their surroundings.
The narrow streets of the
village leave little chance of
escape if a vehicle goes out
of control, as in a similar
context in Ironbridge a few
years ago when a careering
lorry
wrecked
several

cottages before grinding to
a stop.
The police are currently
running a campaign to
persuade drivers to reform
their habits and the
Department of Transport,
to stem the rising flood
of offences, next year will
double both the fine and
penalty points. Motoring
organisations argue the
only effective deterrent is to
equate mobile phone misuse
with drunk/drug driving
and impose an immediate
twelve-month ban.

Part 2
My attempt to watch
the sunset at Trebarwith
was blocked by hundreds
of screens held aloft, as
nearly every tourist in the
place Instagramed the view.
Did they require proof of
the sunset, would the sun
not go down if it weren’t
observed? No, they were
“sharing” the moment with
others - or, showing off look at me, I’m having a
good time, nana nana nana.
Children
in
Need
solicits a £5 donation from
anyone who can switch off
their mobile for 24 hours.
Now, I always thought selfdenial on behalf of a good
cause meant, like, running
a marathon, giving up
smoking or similar degree
of challenge, not by simply

ditching your phone for a
day.
Somehow that’s difficult.
Schoolchildren complain
about cyber bullying which
is when people say nasty
things about you on social
media. They could, instead
of
placing
themselves
in the stocks and asking
people to throw rotten
eggs, just switch off but –
unfortunately – this is not
an option. These kids are
hard wired to communicate
not just with friends, but a
bunch of faceless trolls who
exploit their vulnerability.
Microsoft has succeeded
in persuading an entire
generation that if it cannot
communicate electronically,
it does not exist.
Inevitably, there is or
was a Rich Kids app where
anyone who can afford a
monthly subscription of
£890 can show off their
yachts, Lamborghinis and
Gucci handbags. As its
co-founder, Juraj Iran,
maintains, “it’s no fun being
so rich if others can’t see.”
Actually the rule is if you
flaunt you aren’t really rich.
The richest man in Britain
– the Duke of Westminster
– doesn’t advertise. Of the
world’s ten richest, only the
famously modest Bill Gates
and President Putin anyone
has heard of, the rest are

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...
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WHAT IS IT WITH
MOBILES? continued
anonymous.
A few weeks ago Kim
Kardashian, who at £70
million is less than 0.005%
of Bill’s worth, was robbed
of eight million quids worth
of jewellery she had been
unwise enough to flash
across the media. Mixed
reactions to the news also
revealed she has half a
billion “followers” that is,
apparently, people Keeping
up with the Kardashians.
Half a billion. That is
more than the combined
populations of the USA,
Germany, France, Spain
and the UK. In order to be
adored all you need is big
bottom, make a sex-tape
and marry Kanye West. And
spend millions. Obviously.
On expensive jewellery.
Don’t let me go on about
the totally useless flatulent
pointlessness of celebrities.
Or their followers. Kingsley
Amis (that other miserable
old curmudgeon) expressed
it flatly - “What people
want,” he growled, “is for
the easy to seem easy. What
they cannot stand is when
the difficult is made to seem
easy.”
We all know the celebrity
life style is an artificial
construct: but, given the
breaks (and an awful lot of
help) we would like to be

like, heaven help us, Kim
Kardashian. A little hopeless
fantasy isn’t necessarily a
bad thing provided you
grow out of it. Where I am
truly disturbed – and this is
grandad generation talking
– when you get just a bit
older, who will be your role
model – Jeremy Corbyn?
(On a lighter note – the
Daily Telegraph recently
published a photo of the
Labour front benches when
the shadow chancellor John
McDonnell was giving
a speech in parliament.
Of the twenty-seven MPs
within shot, thirteen were
concentrating on their
mobiles. It says something
about either the quality of
the speech – or the Labour
Party.)

Part 3
I have been fascinated
by a recent TV series
called “Hunted”. A dozen
or so average joes are
pursued by investigators
armed with all of the
government’s
draconian
powers to snoop into our
lives: access to all electronic
communications,
phone
tapping, mail intervention,
vehicle
number
plate
recognition, the freedom
to search homes, confiscate
phones,
laptops
and
private documents, plus
such sneaky techniques
as broadcasting
photos

and offering rewards for
information. No wonder
the fugitives are terrified,
chased by teams in fast cars
with tracker dogs, harried
by helicopters and swooping
drones as they scatter across
a landscape infested with
CCTV cameras.
If they evade detection
for 28 days they share a
£100,000 prize. Most are
swiftly and easily caught
because they cannot bear
isolation.
They
must
phone someone. As all
their relatives’, friends’ and
even remote acquaintances’
mobiles are automatically
monitored they can be
instantly tracked to within
a few feet of location.
Moreover,
thoughtfully
leaving behind a laptop or
smartphone which details
every conversation with
your mates in the preceding
months, under the illusion
they are protected by
passwords, is cracked within
hours.
The programme makers
carefully select relatively easy
targets – mostly young and
inexperienced, those close
to their families, or whom
they know are vulnerable to

the pressures of loneliness.
The contestants are further
hampered by not being
allowed to leave the country
before the end of the
contest or take much cash
with them.
Nevertheless a handful
of the fugitives actually
escaped despite their overall
numbers being reduced
in the second series from
twenty to ten. The successful
ones inhabit the 19th
century, before mobiles or
cars, ATMs or credit cards,
stay away from CCTVs
and cities, avoid contacting
their loved ones and, most
importantly, trust no-one.
It is rather sad to see how
cheaply some people can be
bought.
Watching
‘Hunted’
inspires mixed feelings:
hoping the fox will evade
the hounds, but grudgingly
accepting, in a real life, the
hunted could be a threat to
us all. If electronic snooping
alone were the answer to
terrorism, 9/11 would never
have happened; human
ingenuity, for good or evil
has (so far) always beaten
the machine.
CR

Literacy Tuition

There are quite a few adults out there who
are not confident of their reading and writing
skills, but they are understandably shy about
coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would
like to offer private tuition to such people,
free of charge and in strictest confidence.
Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see
what we can arrange.

01208 72328
reception@sproullllp.co.uk
42 Molesworth Street
Wadebridge, PL27 7DP

01840 212315
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk
8 Fore Street,
Camelford, PL32 9PG

01208 72328
bodmin@sproulllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin, PL31 2HW

www.sproullllp.co.uk
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Book Review
Time That Moves In
Circles: Time Counted
In Straight Lines
by Jacqueline Jarvis
Once in a blue moon….if
you want to discover how
such a phrase came into
common use, you will need
to read Time That Moves in
Circles: Time Counted in
Straight Lines by Jacqueline
Jarvis.
In her book, Jacqueline
has painstakingly traced the
progress and changes in the
seasons as they developed
through the year and over
the ground.
Each month’s chapter
has an accompanying
illustration, relating to the
prevailing meteorological
conditions. The artistic
illustrations are both
striking and charming.
Throughout the volume
we see twelve “solar prints”
throughout the year of
Jacqueline’s shadow cast
by the sun at the same
time each month, giving
a clear indication of how
dramatically the position
of the reflection moves
throughout
the
year
from our position in the
Northern hemisphere.
For me, the striking
feature of our language

NEATE
FEET

See more of Jacqueline’s
work at her website www.
jacquelinejar vis.co.uk.
Copies of the book (price
£18) are available at John
Blight’s Gallery in Fore
Street, Camelford, the Terre
Vert Gallery in Altarnun or
by contacting Jacqueline
by email: jacqueline@
jacquelinejarvis.co.uk

is how it records the
way in which we see the
phenomena, rather than,
as Jacqueline takes pains to
clarify, how the phenomena
reflects what is taking place
in the skies and astral
bodies which surround us.
I am perfectly happy
to show my copy, but I
would not welcome being
asked to give the scientific
background without the
support of the detailed text.
One of the illustrations I
found most appealing is the
outline of the cat reflected
on Jacqueline’s shadow as
she takes her photograph.
A thoroughly delightful
volume.
AR

For all your foot
health needs
Professional foot care in the
comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed

Clockwise from above: the author with her book, the back
cover, ‘The Folly’ , an illustration from the book

Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep
your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867
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BLOCKED DRAINS
CLEARED FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley Venning

01840 250113

0797 4581836

CASTLE MOUND

The Parish Council has
recently received a grant
of £2,600 from Historic
England towards the cost
of maintaining Bottreaux
Castle Mound. Work will
begin shortly on clearance
and restoration.
All this has given a
considerable boost to
our purpose. It is over
three years since the PC
asked Cornwall Council
to consider handing over
ownership so that the
Castle Mound could be
properly
administered.
Finally in May the parish
acquired the Mound and
surrounding lower valley
bounded by the Butts
River and Fore Street/
Dunn Street/Old Road.
A small team of parish
councillors spent a lot of
time surveying the site,
preparing a risk assessment

and calling in expert
outside help to establish
what was needed to return
the whole area to “good
heart”.
Representatives from
Historic England, who
control the Castle Mound,
visited the site and were
gravely disturbed by its
neglect. Since the Flood
of 2004 Cornwall County
had carried out minimal
grass cutting on the Mound
and paid no attention to
the lower valley, which had
become overgrown and its
pathways blocked by fallen
trees.
Historic
England
placed the castle mound
in its emergency category
and thanks to them, means
have been provided to
properly care for the site in
the future.
A further £866 has

photo above: before the cut, below after

derived from the local
Devolution Fund. The
loose slabs at the entrance
to the Mound off Fore
Street have been replaced,
new guard rails installed
and a larger slate sign
directing visitors onto the
site. (see photo above)
Replacing and repairing
benches and tables are
the next priority as will
creating pathways down to
the Butts River.
This is only the
beginning: a good deal
of work and funds will

be needed to restore the
Mound and valley but the
Council is confident that
in the future this valuable
asset will once again be
enjoyed by the whole
community.
Much of grant aid
derives from national
charities
and
other
institutions. Anyone who
is prepared to see through
the often lengthy process
of submitting applications
is welcome to contact the
Clerk, Adrian Prescott, to
offer help.
CR

LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle
A Family run B&B offering
quality, comfort and a relaxed
informal atmosphere
Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House
Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House
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Musings on Parish Matters
and More by Chris Rodda
Crime

been targeted on several

Month by month the Parish
Council debates the Parish
Plan. October’s subject was
crime. In Boscastle it was
nice to report there wasn’t
very much, and with the
exception of one resident
everyone felt secure in their
homes and on the streets.
A survey carried out by
a company called Family
Investments
concluded
that Boscastle was the
safest place in Britain.
Fairly predictable: for
centuries villains have
preferred the anonymity
of big cities where fewer
than one in five burglaries
are solved, drugs are easily
available, fencing stolen
goods easy, the police hardpressed.
That is not to say
the village does not
have problems: there
have been occasional
instances of vandalism,
late night drunkenness
and theft. Most serious
crimes are by outsiders.
A few years ago there was
a spree of burglaries in
the area. Fortunately the
thieves, who came from
the Midlands hoping to
clean up in Cornwall,
were
quickly
caught
and sentenced. So far
we have been lucky in
not
experiencing
the
most horrendous crimes,
murder, sexual assault or
GBH.
As in most small
communities local ne’redo-wells are well-known
and

usually

apprehended.

quickly
Unusually

the Bottreaux Garage has

occasions. The last time
incompetent

thieves

unbolted a 20-foot ladder
from

scaffolding,

and

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

walked it up Fore Street at
night to try and break in
through the roof.
Rarity of crime may
perhaps
too

make

locals

complacent

guarding

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: teri.roberts@trim-n-edge.co.uk

about

valuables,

a

point worth noting, but
generally a self-regulating
community polices itself.
Anti-social

behaviour

against a neighbour, who
may well be a relative or
friend, rebounds on you. A
few years ago a particularly
obnoxious individual who
started

fights

in

pubs,

found himself banned in
all of them: soon after he
left the area.
It may also be that the
relative peace of country

Ruth Puddick

life, green open space and

ARMCM GRNCM

fresh air relieves pressure on
people to seek fulfilment
via material wealth.
“When the enterprising
burglar’s not a-burgling/
When the cutthroat’s not
occupied in crime/He loves
to hear the little brook
a-gurgling/ And listen to

VIOLIN & VIOLA TUITION

• all ages, beginners to diploma
• preparation for professional auditions
• chamber music coaching
Very experienced teacher, ex-BBC Philharmonic player

Phone: 01566 781845

the merry village chime”
(Gilbert & Sullivan, The
Pirates of Penzance).

Housing
The recent High Court
decision supporting the
inhabitants of St. Ives
may
have
profound
consequences for other
similarly-afflicted towns
and villages throughout
Cornwall.
More than 80% had
voted to reserve new homes
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The Old Coach House
Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoff & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk

Musings...continued
for full-time residents. A
firm of Penzance architects
had challenged the ban but
failed. The decision can,
of course, be appealed in
a higher court but for the
moment the local people
are heralding a victory for
“localism”.
About a quarter of
the town’s properties,
concentrated largely on
the sea front and in more
desirable areas, are owned
by outsiders.
Boscastle
has
an
electoral roll of 731 and,
at the last count, some
157 properties where the
owners are registered to
vote elsewhere. The Parish
Plan revealed that 74% of
those surveyed considered
that second homes and
holiday lets constituted a
threat to the community.
Negative impact on village
life, on local services and
degradation of social
cohesion were further
criticisms levelled at second
home owners. The increase
in house prices made them
unaffordable for local
people, especially young
families, so local schools
found it more difficult
maintain numbers.
While the standard

argument put forward
from developers and estate
agents is that holiday
homes generate extra
income for an area, this
has not been accurately
quantified in comparison
with the reduction in local
population: whether an
average family, resident
throughout
the
year,
contributes more or less
to the economy than a
second home or holiday
let occupied on a seasonal
basis.
It was noted that
virtually none of the second
home owners responded
to the questionnaire; only
four replies were received,
so it is difficult to gauge
their response. It is fair to
add this may have been
due to the time of year,
in winter/spring most
properties are unoccupied
and owners uncontactable.
What causes resentment
is the waste: the most
attractive properties lie
empty most of the year
their blank windows staring
out to sea while locals who
constitute the heart of the
village, are forced to live on
housing estates.
In the harbour only four
homes are permanently
occupied. Currently one
is advertised at £450,000.

In North Cornwall the
average full-time wage
is £18,000 per year. No
doubt some second home
owners feel they have a
real connection with the
community, but in fact
they are indistinguishable
en masse.
Now five parishes on
the Rame peninsular, in
the SE of Cornwall, with
even higher proportions
of second homes than St
Ives, have submitted plans
to Cornwall Council.
Although full details of
the restriction are not yet
published, it would deter
the speculative builder. Is
it time Boscastle followed
suit?

Synths

There is begun a second
TV series of Humans and a
revival of Westworld. Both
imagine future societies
when synthetic humans
take over all the boring
jobs we hate and are, at the
same time, seductively lifelike. Certainly advances in
both computer technology
and bio-engineering have
already produced prototype
human-like androids which
will become rapidly more
convincing. The question is
how long it will take before
they displace humans
altogether as a workforce.
In an ideal world, no-one
needs to toil. Everything is
provided by super-capable
robots who grow crops,
empty dustbins, build cars
and run hospitals: humans
could enjoy a perpetual
holiday, attending pottery
classes and drinking beer.
Because of their fragility
and the vast distances
involved it is reckoned
that only syntheticallyenhanced humans could

survive a journey to the
stars.
The second conundrum
is whether androids can
be taught to think, or
become sensient. Then the
fear is they will displace
humankind entirely.
OK, so they might,
but what would be the
point? A robot world
would be perfect: no more
wars, no law breaking,
no deprivation (androids
don’t eat, feel the cold
or need money), and no
children. There would
not be any wildlife, flora
or fauna as humanoids
would regard nature as
unnecessary and would
not tolerate unpredictable
behaviour. If robots had
emotions, and these, some
scientists say, could be
built-in to their circuits,
it would create discord: it
is only ambition, pleasure
or jealousy, which inspires
people to act illogically,
to pursue fundamentally
useless
activities
like
carving statues or climbing
mountains.
Once robots had created
the perfect world what
further would be needed?
Their only purpose, to
maintain
maximum
control of everything,
has been achieved. And
for that you only need a
single entity, cloning each
other would be a waste
of resources. Perhaps
that is the definition of
a god, immortal, allpowerful, alone, ultimately
functionless because there
are no more problems to
solve. Maybe this god –
and I am not the only one
to suggest this – invented
humans so it would have
something to do.
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A festive tipple

People are always asking me
for my mulled wine recipe
and because it contains a
quite a few ingredients,
and a day or so to prepare,
As far as I know I might
have invented this method.
But you know what they
say: there’s nothing new
under the sun so I probably
didn’t. All I do know is that
this method makes a lovely,
warming, more-ish winter
drink. You need to make
the stock syrup at least a
day before you need it,
but having said that, once
made it will keep over the
Christmas season if you
only need to make small
quantities at a time.
Stock Syrup
1 litre box red grape juice
2 small whole dried chillies
1 stick cinnamon
12 cloves
6 allspice berries
1 walnut sized piece fresh
ginger, sliced thinly
Peel from one orange
250 grams sugar

Method
Bring the juice, sugar,
spices and peel to boiling
point and simmer gently
for ten minutes. Turn off
the heat and allow to cool.
Leave to infuse overnight.
Next day, bring gently to
the boil again and then cool
& strain. This is your stock
spiced syrup which you
can add in the proportions
of one to about four and a
half. I add a litre of stock
syrup to a party size six
bottles of wine. Just about
166 ml to one bottle (I
think) but you won’t want
to make just one bottle, will
you? I’ll tell you what I do
and the quantities I make it
in, and then you’re on your
own with the maths. By

the way, some people have
raised their eyebrows at the
dried chillies but they really
do add a nice little bit of
heat to the finished drink
without taking the skin off
the back of your throat.
Mulled Wine
Take six bottles everyday
drinking red wine and a
litre of stock syrup, gently
heat and add sugar to taste
if needed. At this stage
you can add some strips of
orange if you like. Then,
when the wine is very
nearly ready give it a good
slug of cooking brandy and
perhaps a good slug of any
other spirit based booze that
just happens to be lolling
in the back of the drinks
cabinet. (This is a good way
to deal with the dregs of a
bottle of port, or the last few
drops of that eau de vie you
brought back from France.
I usually manage to find
something like a bottle of
Cassis I bought for cooking
and didn’t get round to
using all of it. Just don’t add
anything daft like Baileys
or Tia Maria). The quantity
given will give about thirty
people a generous drink
each, or fifteen people two
– or make you feel pretty
damn merry if there’s just
the two of you.
Drivers
For a low-alcoholic version,
in a separate pan bring the
wine to around 70C and
then, with a lighted flame,
set fire to the fumes coming
off. This should remove
most, (but not all) of the
alcohol. Researchers have
shown that there will still
be a low, but acceptable,
level of alcohol in the drink.
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Cheers! Pat Thorne

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.

Geology walk (Cliffs
and Coffee) – led by
Jane Anderson and
Jeff Cherrington.
Ever wondered how the
folds and bends in the rock
around the harbour got
there? This walk gave all
the information and more.
Over 20 people came
along to find out more
about Boscastle’s geology,
for example did you know
Boscastle is the only place
in the world where double
folding of slate occurs? And
we looked at how humans
have used the rock of the
area from the iron age hill
fort on Willapark to the
quarrying at California
quarry and the breakwaters
of the harbour. If you
missed it this year we hope
to organise the walk again
in November 2017.

Autumn/winter ranger
work…
We have just revamped
steps at firebeacon point,
digging them out where
they were grown in, taking
out the rotten boards, and
installing new steps. We
even found a family of 10
Slow worms living behind
one of the steps! We
managed to extract them
all before installing their
new ‘home’.
Our
Autumn/winter
work in the area has
consisted mainly of carrying
out our footpath and tree
surveys. We walk all paths
on National Trust land
twice a year, assessing their
condition and structures
such as kissing gates, steps
and benches. From this we
get a long list of jobs that
need doing, which keep us

busy for the rest of the year.
We also work closely with
other organisations such as
the South West Coast Path
Association, who help us
with some of the jobs such
as bridges and waymarking.
Tree safety work is
constant throughout the
year- making sure trees
around buildings, roads
and footpaths are in
good condition, making
those areas safe to use.
In Autumn we carry out
official surveys, checking
the trees more carefully
and doing any safety work
that is needed.
Whats on this winter…
Sunday 18 December 1012.30 Christmas beach
clean- Sandymouth :
Help us do a Christmas
clean up at Sandymouth
beach. Meet at
Sandymouth car park
(Grid Ref: SS204 100) EX23
9HW

Sunday 15 January 10am1pm Strangles beach
clean 10am-1pm: Join us
on our annual New Year’s
beach clean at Strangles
beach. We will be clearing
all the rubbish the sea has
thrown up over winter
and carrying it back up
the cliff! Please be aware
that terrain is difficult and
there is a big climb back
to the car park. Meet at
Strangles car park. (Grid
ref: SX135 952) EX23 0LQ
(If adverse weather is
forecast, please get in
touch before to check it is
still on).

These events are open
to everyone, with no
experience or commitment
necessary. If you would like
to come and help, just turn
up on the day or for more
information please contact
us on: 01288 331372
or
jennifer.herbert@
nationaltrust.org.uk
Best Wishes, Jenny Herbert
Ranger-Boscastle to
Morwenstow
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Scott Mann, MP

As we head towards
Christmas
and
start
getting into the festive
spirit, I was delighted to
see Cornwall getting three
early Christmas presents
in November’s Autumn
Statement,
with
the
Chancellor
announcing
tens of millions of pounds
for our roads and charities.
With cold weather
setting in across the
county, it is likely more
potholes will begin to
appear on our roads, and
that’s why I welcome the
£1.8 million pothole repair
fund for Cornwall which
will make sure more holes

are filled in. This will repair
35,000 potholes across
Cornwall, and a highways
maintenance grant worth
£20 million will also be
provided in 2017/18.
The Chancellor also
announced £1 million
for the Cornwall Air
Ambulance Trust which
is trying to buy a second
helicopter.
This
new
air ambulance is key to
ensuring emergencies in
Cornwall are tended to
quicker and that more
peoples’ lives are saved.
The Treasury
also
recognized the need for
greater support for rural
businesses, and I was
delighted to hear that
from next April, the
Rural Settlement business
rate relief scheme will be
doubled from 50% to
100%. This means many
pubs, shops and petrol
stations in villages around
North Cornwall will be
able to get all their business
rates waived.
A few weeks ago I
was also delighted to
hear the latest results for

bathing water quality
in
North
Cornwall,
which found that 14 of
the constituency’s most
popular beauty spots were
rated Good or Excellent.
This is great news for local
residents, tourists and the
marine environment, and
Cornwall as a whole had
very good results as well.
It was also in recent
weeks that the High Court
ruled in favour of making
main residency conditions
for new builds houses,
which I know is a hot topic
in North Cornwall.
Earlier this year St Ives
put their Neighbourhood
Development Plan to a
local referendum, which
stipulated that second
homes could not be built.
This was immediately
appealed by a property
developer,
but
this
challenge has been ruled
against in the High Court.
Although
such
a
condition cannot apply to
existing homes, this will
hopefully help local people
buy new homes and will
also set a precedent for

other parishes and towns to
have a similar condition in
their own Neighbourhood
Plans, many of which are
now considering this.
The Government has
alreay introduced an extra
3% stamp duty for second
homes which will be used
to fund more affordable
homes. This includes the
£20 million self-build fund
for the South West which I
lobbied for earlier this year.
There are villages all
around Cornwall’s coast
which have seen a surge in
second home ownership,
and although we welcome
people to come and stay
in our beautiful county
and their spending, local
communities have felt left
behind and ignored. It’s
time that we bring some
balance to our current
housing policy, which
unfortunately hasn’t been
addressed for decades.
SM

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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Cornwall Councillor,
Glenton Brown writes:
The results of June 23rd
known as Brexit day
remains pretty well a daily
topic of conversation, and
will change Governments
policies and our business
life all around. For us in
Cornwall Council we must
ensure that we get our fair
slice of the cake, and namely
that we try to keep hold of
the £350 million still due
to us from European grant
monies and that it doesn’t
go off to Westminster and
gets redistributed from
there! However we must
have a spirit of optimism
and you should have your
say towards the changes
that will come around
and discuss with your
councillors and MP’s cause
that what they are there for
to listen and to converse
with their electorate. There
do seem to be further
changes in the pipeline
which, if they comes to
fruition will be to our good
that when finally we get the
full business rate from the
Chancellor for Cornwall
and there are talks of
various pilot schemes to
start in 2017 through to
2021 which should effect
business rates coming to
Cornwall, and the fact that
we can retains 100% of
that money to enable not
only Cornwall Council
but Town and Parish
Councils to benefit. There
will be development pilots

to devolve power from
Cornwall Council to Town
and Parish Councils regards
parking enforcements, also
clustering
arrangements
to allow Town and Parish
Council to commission
joint service contracts and
employ joint staff to name
but two changes, for more
details please do enquire of
me.
There will be a Full
Council meeting before
Christmas
to
discuss
the
redistribution
of
Parliamentary
Constituencies and as
you can imagine here in
the north of the County
many people are unhappy
and will be demonstrating
regards supporting North
Cornwall to stay as such
and not become a Devon
Cornwall or Devon wall
constituency, you will
probably be hearing and
reading more of this
ongoing campaign through
Council reports and of
course Mebeyon Kernow.
Not only is there to be
a cut back in Parliamentary
seats but also in Cornwall
Council seats in 2021 but
the ruthless cut back is also
to be debated at Council
before Christmas and there
is every effort being made
that the number of 123
doesn’t fall below 105 but
at this stage who knows
The various panels
that have been sitting
at Council Hall have
recommended that every
effort be made that our
community
network
system remain and to
work in conjunction where
possible with premises of
the County library service.
The quarterly network

meeting is an important
link when County or
regional officers not only
of the Council but also
outside bodies can come
and address local members
and the community on
proposed changes.
And so we are coming to
close to another Christmas
and I take this opportunity

to wish you a truly great
Christmas with its message
reinforcing to everyone
the hope for Peace and
Happiness and may 2017
be the year of achievement
for you. It goes without
saying if I can be of any
help please do not hesitate
to contact me on gbrown@
cornwall.gov.uk or 01840
770302.

Parish and County Council Elections
May 4th 2017
Local government elections
for Parish Councillors
and the local County
Councillor will take place
on May 4th next year.
There are at present ten
parish councillors in post,
and elections will take
place if eleven or more
candidates put themselves
forward. The same applies
for multiple candidates for
post of County Councillor.
Full details will be
advertised in the spring.
County
Councillors
have
recently
voted
themselves
a
13.5%
increase in basic allowance
of £13,950 p.a., with

greater
responsibilities
up to £25,374 pa plus
expenses.
Town
and
parish
councillors
have
no
allowances but can claim
necessary expenses. Present
incumbents can decide
whether or not to seek reelection against any fresh
applicants who wish to
join the council. Given the
increases in responsibility
in recent years and likely
more in the future,
candidates need to be
aware of the demands on
time and professional skills
required to perform their
duties adequately.
CR

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388
Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!

Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2016

Page 19

PRESENTS OF MIND
Now, come on! Haven’t
you started gathering all
your Christmas gifts &
tokens yet? No? Dear oh
dear! Where on earth did
you tuck away last year’s
unwanted treasures? Just
be careful not to give them
back to original donors,
unless you have been used
to constantly re-exchanging
presents over the years. I am
sure you would not do such
a cheesy and unworldly
thing, would you?
One worrying aspect
of festive shopping is that
for me, in advancing years,
more and more formerly
recognisable items seem
strangely unfamiliar. I
can walk down the aisles
of a supermarket that
has recently restocked its
festive tributes, and not
be fully cognisant of the
function of yet another
amazingly complicated this
season’s must-have item. I
suppose if you can guess at
the gender of the recipient,
that’s a starting point,
rather tricky these days.
We have received online
offers of a Louis Vuitton
cover for my iPad and my
husband Fast and Furious 6
for his Xbox. Sounds ideal
if slightly risque.
Somewhere I read that
half of Christmas gifts are
never used and end up in a
charity shop. Cut out the
middle man I say, shop at
War on Want. Another
seasonal conundrum to
come up is who you should
be on your guest list when
you – if you – decide you’re
going to throw open the
hospitality of your domain
to friends, acquaintances,

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

neighbours (“Oh you’re
not asking them and them
are you? They can’t stand
one another since the
divorce, chimney, garden
(insert appropriate noun)
incident? They haven’t
spoken in months.”)
Well, thanks for telling
me at this stage, better
than a fight in the living
room and knocking over
the Prosecco. Does that
mean we must hold two
or more separate soirées
to accommodate various
Boscastle ‘frenemies’ to
avoid froideur within
narrow confines of home?
And then, of course,
someone else is going
through the same agonies
inviting you. In comparison
Brexit seems a doddle.
Christmas
lunch/
dinner? We stopped doing
that – huge turkey/duck/
goose. How can just the
two of us (plus cats and
passing neighbours) cope
with such quantities of
meat. OK, I know that cats
would like it, but do they
know it’s Christmas? Well’
ours don’t because I’m not
telling them; anyway they
have presents and treats
every day of their lives and
have never been expected
to lend a helping paw with
the washing up.
What we promise to do,
never do, each year, go on
a cruise. There are limits,
after all, to what one must
endure to avoid the festive
season which I am sure,
moan as we might, we all
enjoy. Happy Christmas
everybody!

Page 20 Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2016

AR

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374

Boscastle IT Services
•Microsoft certified & Apple authorised
computer technician
•PC/Mac sales & service, home or business
•Hardware repair, software troubleshooting
•Anti-virus/system maintenance
•WiFi/network consultancy & installation
•Website design & construction
•Tuition & training

Contact Tim Ferrett at :
boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

11

6

7

8

12

14

26

26

29

18

18

17

19

20

23

28

30

29

35

36

32

32

39

31

33

34

37

37

40

43

45

45

44

46

45

48

38

41

42

47

21

24

27

31

10

16

22

25

9

13

15

17

8

Pete’s Peeps
at the Past

48

49

Across

Down

1 parasitic plant

1 goat hair

9 small duck

2 evergreen climbing plant

11 finished

3 piece

12 whale

4 test

14 cleanliness

5 man’s name

16 normal

6 part of foot

18 female horse

7 otherwise

19 woman’s name

8 impartiality

20 emperor of russia

9 tight

22 trees

13 america

23 consumed

15 winter fur of stoat

24 attempt

17 immature insect

25 raced

21 cereal plant

26 morning

26 flower

27 european country

28 american soldier

28 donate

30 sweet smelling oil

29 man’s name

31 heat resistant plastic

31 mineral found in granite

33 local official

32 terrace

34 fruit

35 gradually disappear

35 relating to the sun

37 machine for shaping wood

36 small

39 poeratic song

38 racquet sport

40 girl’s name

41 mouthwash

42 unimportant details

44 weapon

43 tropical fruit
45 boredom
46 religious woman
47 river
48 enclosed
49 sports shoes

answers on page 33

7 JAN 1875
A disastrous year for
mining
In the history of mining in
Cornwall it has known no
such disastrous year as that
of 1874. It was entered upon
with hope, but it brought
terrible disappointment. The
year 1873 ended in gloom;
tin had receded in price
some £19 per ton and it was
hoped it wouldn’t get worse
but better, but in the first
3 months of 1874 tin had
dropped another £20 more.
What this meant, with the
extraordinary price of coals,
iron and other material, is
best known to the agents and
the adventurers. It was a year
which will not be forgotten
in the mining community.
Australia, which has been
made the home of many
a Cornishman, threatened
at one time to annihilate
altogether tin mining in this
country, and in the dark
month of March last, there
would have been a very
general desertion on the part
of Cornish adventurers if
they could have parted with
their shares.
25 JUNE 1824
A farmers search for a
witch
A man named French of
Davidstow who maintained
a large family with a team
of horses for hire suffered
a disaster when all four
horses died without cause,
he managed to buy 2 horses
from neighbours but they
also died, thinking it was the
work of a witch, he consulted
a celebrated wizard in N.
Devon who agreed with
him. Before the witch could
be found, without horses he

sold his hay to a clergyman
whose 3 horses died. The
hay was found mixed with
arsenic.
18 SEPT 1829
Gales on the Nth Coast
A severe gale along the
North coast brought disaster
to many ships. The “Hector”
of Sunderland went ashore at
Pentire Glaze, the “Francis”
of Torquay at Padstow, the
“Atlas” of Fowey at Portquin,
the “Sprightly” of Padstow
near Bude and the “Mary”
of Plymouth at Padstow.
Altogether 25 vessels were
exposed to the fury of the
gale.
21 MAY 1847
Food riots in Wadebridge
A large body of men
from Delabole quarries
approached the Quay to
stop the owners shipping
their corn, no outrage was
committed, the men, 400 of
them were in want of food,
the magistrates & others
bought all the bread in the
town and handed over them
on their way home. A lot
more men joined them after
to realise a riot and marched
to the cellars which were
empty & the ship had sailed.
[Distress and hunger was
widespread in Cornwall
due to a general depression
in agriculture & mining. In
weeks preceding the harvest
many food riots seized corn,
meat & butter & forced
to sell at a lower price by
the working population.
Hunger was so prevalent,
alcohol production meant a
waste of food in the form of
grain, that 300 Callington
miners pledged teetotalism
for 6 months in 1847.]
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A Methodist Minister’s
View
In October, our local daily
newspaper carried the story
that the Torbay Council had
announced that because of
their budget situation they
would not be providing
any Christmas Lights this
year. This has, of course,
caused dismay amongst
the shopkeepers, and is
doubtless disappointing for
many of the residents. There
is something special about
seeing our towns and villages
transformed in some of the
darkest months of the year
by the Christmas lighting
displays. Such displays lift
our spirits, and contribute to
our celebratory mood as we
prepare for the Christmas
Season.
The transformation of
areas by Christmas lighting
is of course in this day
and age not limited to our
shopping streets and centres.
Many of us do put some
lights on our houses and
around our gardens to add
to our festive mood. We are
fortunate that we have such
technology available to us.
Special
lighting
is
appropriate at Christmas
time because the record of
the happenings at the first
Christmas in our Bibles
tells us about a special star
(see Matthew Chapter 2),
and angels lighting up the
night sky to some shepherds

(see Luke 2). The special star
aroused the curiosity of some
astronomers who made a long
journey to Jerusalem and
Bethlehem seeking a newlyborn king. The shepherds
though were involved in their
nightly routine of caring for
their sheep when they were
startled by the appearance
of angels to tell them of a
birth that was ‘good news
and joy for all people’ with
the coming of Jesus, God’s
Son into our world. The
shepherd’s response was to
make the journey down the
hillside into Bethlehem to see
for themselves.
Through the special bright
lights of over 2,000 years
ago news was communicated
of the birth of one who
offers us the opportunity
of a transformation of our
life experience, and our
experience of community
living. The wise men and
the shepherds though had
to make journeys to discover
the reality of the birth and
the good news. Amidst our
Celebrations we are invited to
respond to the good news and
ask ourselves what it means for
us. God’s intentions are that
our celebrations at Christmas
are really meaningful.
We wish you every
blessing in your celebrations
at Christmas and for the New
Year.
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Bryan & Sue Ede

John Dipper
4 June1935 – 4 October 2016

A service at Penmount
Crematorium, Truro
was held for John
on the 24th October
conducted by Peter
Davis,
a
Leader
from
Basingstoke
Community Church,
followed
by
a
Thanksgiving Service
to celebrate his life at
Forrabury
Church,
Boscastle conducted by
the Rev. Paul Benyon.
John was born in
Dartford, Kent and
proud to be known as a
‘Man of Kent’. During
his schooldays he was
quickly recognised as

a gifted sportsman and
often missed lessons being
chosen to represent his
school in both football
and cricket.
He
was
posted
to
Catterick
during
his National Service
and qualified as a PT
Instructor. During this
time he met Eddie
Coleman and Duncan
Edwards,
Manchester
United players. He would
often travel to Manchester
where he would join in
training with the Busby
Babes. From this time on
his team was “Manchester
United”.
John played

John scoring at Wembley
football for various clubs Following a visit in early
including West Ham. His 1988 his comment after
ultimate achievement was his regular walk to The
playing at Wembley in the Stitches to Hilary was
Amateur Cup Final for “isn’t it tempting” to which
Hounslow Town where she replied “well – let’s
they drew, followed by a consider it”. They returned
replay at Middlesborough to Basingstoke and put
where sadly they were their house on the market
the losing team. He had which was sold in half an
many stories to tell of his hour!
footballing days and the
John resided in Boscastle
people he met along the from 1988-2004. Initially
way. When his footballing he worked for Rowes the
days came to an end he Fruit and Veg Company
turned to Squash, not only in Bodmin in the Costing
playing but training several Department,
followed
young friends.
by a few years working at
In 1963 John spent his The Wellington Hotel as
first holiday in Cornwall a Maintenance/Gardener
with a footballing friend Handyman. In Cornwall
where he met his future his game was Golf joining
Wife Hilary, they were Trethorne Golf Club where
married in June 1964 at he played for many years.
John the Baptist Church,
Boscastle was an ideal
Weybridge,
Surrey. village for John due to his
They set up home in love of birds and nature in
Streatham. John worked general. He always loved
as a Cost Accountant for being near the sea and
Sainsburys at Blackfriars delighted in showing off
and transferred to the the village to friends who
Basingstoke branch when visited.
moving home to Tadley,
When Hilary retired,
Hampshire where he was they took a few months
blessed with two daughters, out to visit New Zealand a
Amanda and Karen.
magical trip with so many
John visited Boscastle wonderful memories. On
for the first time in 1986 return they moved out to
and following a walk on The Lesnewth and resided at
Stitches quickly became Tregrylls Cottage for ten
captured by the beauty of years where once again
the North Cornish Coast. John could follow his love

of nature. In February
John & Hilary moved
in with their daughter
Karen to share her lovely
house at Bugle as his
mobility had become a
problem and the house
was more convenient for
him. Karen & Shaune
have been able to assist &
support Hilary with the
care John required. The
family are truly grateful
to all the services provided
particularly to the GPs and
the wonderful paramedics
as well as the 111 Service
whom we have called on
many times.
Sadly John suffered from

the Alzheimers condition
for some years, although
it never detracted from the
kind and considerate soul
he was retaining a sense of
humour. In late September
he suffered a massive stroke
and passed away suddenly
at Penrice Hospital, St
Austell following transfer
from Treliske. He will be
sadly missed by his Wife
and Daughters, Mandy and
Karen, as well as Shaune,
Karen’s Fiancé, family &
friends.
Donations received will
go to the Memory Matters
Club @ Wadebridge which
John enjoyed attending
every week.

Joan Weir

Phil Smith felt that he
should let the Blowhole
readers know of the sad loss
of Joan Weir, the endearing
and dedicated wife of
former Boscastle GP, Dr.
Duncan Weir.
Joan
passed
away
peacefully at their home
in Leicestershire on 26th
August after a short illness.
She was 90 years of age and
still quite active and the
couple had very recently
celebrated
their
66th
wedding anniversary.
The couple came to
Boscastle in 1969, when

Dr Weir entered
into partnership
with Dr Young of
Tintagel. Dr Weir
had
previously
been in a rural
practice
near
Taunton, Somerset
for 10 years. In
those days the
doctors relied a
good deal more on
their wives than
they do nowadays.
Dr Weir retired in 1985
and they continued to live
in Boscastle, enjoying the
delights of life in Cornwall
until early in 2012, when
they finally uprooted
and went to live in
Leicestershire, to be nearer
to their son, Donald and
daughter-in-law, Paula.
Dr and Mrs Weir were
always very appreciative
of the help Phil was able
to give them in tending to
their garden, over a good
many years, at ‘Twillick’,
New Road.
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Boscastle WI
Many
people
have
difficulty in describing
their emotions in words
but our September speaker
came up with an even
more difficult method.
Ros Thomas suggested we
convey various feelings
- such as anger, love,
greed, envy, and sorrow
etc. - using colour and/or
shapes. Ros’s training in
Art Therapy had taken her
into mental hospitals and
Community Centres. She
explained that Art could
be a useful tool in helping
mental patients and others
overcome any distressing
emotion.
Provided with crayons
and watercolours, our
members
produced
astounding examples of
various ‘feelings’ – some
were even prepared to
discuss their efforts. It was
an interesting exercise for
all participants.
The
‘CoffeeMorningers’ took to the
water in September when
they boarded The Barge
on the Bude Canal. The

Barge is a traditional
style wide beamed barge
offering locally sourced
meats vegetables and
freshly caught fish in their
restaurant and home baked
cakes in the tearoom. Wellbehaved dogs are permitted
on board – would they be
‘sea-dogs’ then?
When so many items are
manufactured by machines
nowadays, it is refreshing to
watch a craftsman at work.
So when the Boscastle WI’s
October visit to Boscastle
Pottery was on their
programme, there was
no shortage of interested
members attending. Potter,
Tim Little demonstrated
the ancient art of turning
a lump of grey clay into
a curvaceous pot. Once
the clay pot has hardened
colour is then added, using
various chemicals. The final
touch, which is unique to
Boscastle Pottery and a
secret recipe, is adding the
delicate frond-like trees
before final firing.
Our branch of the
WI has many talented
members, one of which
is Mary Shepherd. One
of Mary’s talents lies in
floral arrangements and at
our November meeting,
under Mary’s guidance; she
encouraged us to produce

a pleasing Christmas
Table Decoration. Using
greenery, flowers and
anything our artistic bent
fancied the Village Hall
was soon enhanced by our
colourful efforts.
A shopping trip was
arranged for November,
when members descended
on Exeter with their

Christmas shopping lists
at the ready. We were very
lucky to have Mike Parsons
as our trusty and patient
chauffeur.
The December meeting
will take the form of a
Christmas Lunch at the
Falcon Hotel in Bude. Here
members will exchange
Christmas cards and get
into the Christmas spirit.

MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦♦ Custom PC Builds
♦♦ Networking
♦♦ Websites
♦♦ Spares
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Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

Looking ahead to
January, we are out and
about again, when we will
brave the winter weather
and set off for Davidstow
Airfield. The Davidstow
RAF Museum, not usually
open in the winter, will
be opening specially for
us to visit their display of
all items connected to the
RAF in Cornwall.
GQ

Marshgate WI
October
Jo Symon has done more
than rub shoulders with
the great and good…in
many cases she has seen
them in their smalls – or
less! During her career as
a lingerie fitter she helped
pinch in and prop up some
fairly famous figures by
making sure they had the
correct support, as she told
Marshgate WI members at
their October meeting.
Jo started work as

a teenager working for
Harrods and D H Evans,
and learned the ins and outs
of bras, pants and corsets…
did you know you should
be measured annually for
a bra by a professional to
ensure you have exactly the
right fit? And that 85 per
cent of women are wearing
the wrong size bra!
Famous clients who
came to her included the
Beverley Sisters, members
of the Royal family and
the heads of wealthy Arabs’
harems, who would arrive
with taxis and buy a huge
range of underwear for
their harem-mates. And
there were some surprises,
as Jo told the meeting
in Otterham & St Juliot
Hall…like the perfectly
coiffed and made-up
customer who undressed
and was revealed to be a
man!
And
men
also
commonly wore corsets
in the past to make their
sagging figures seem more
attractive, while many
customers also needed
corsets for medical reasons,

for example to support
their spines.
Jo
showed
some
examples of underwear
old and new, from items
that might have been worn
by our grandmothers and
mothers to pretty scanties
young women today might
choose for that special date.

November
She’s nutty and naughty
but nice, and when she
came along to spend an
evening with Marshgate
WI members and guests
were hooting with laughter
at her antics. Val BugdenCawsey is a one-woman
phenomenon that has
taken the south-west by
storm with her hilarious
talks and larger-than-life
personality, not to mention

her crazy wardrobe…
including a frock made
from union jack flags.
Actually, she also gave
us a peek at what goes
underneath, and her views
on underwear, male and
female, sexy and definitely
not, were also high spots of
her show.
Val, from Launceston,
was booked for the
November open meeting
in Otterham & St Juliot
Hall, which is held as an
annual fund raiser for the
institute, and attracted
around two dozen guests
from neighbouring WIs,
though no husbands or
boyfriends were brave
enough to turn up.
WT

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

“YOUR LIGHT WILL BREAK FORTH LIKE THE DAWN”
Isaiah 58.8
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Nicky Penfound

Growing up, Nicky lived
in the family home in
Canworthy Water, with
her mother, Trixie, father
John and later her brother
Jonathon. She attended
Jacobstow primary school
followed by Launceston
College.
By the time Nicky was
a young adult; her mother
was working full-time
in Boscastle, at the Old
Mill. This meant there
was always a car travelling
from Canworthy Water
to Boscastle and back
and Nicky was a regular
passenger as she travelled
to and from her own work
in Boscastle.
In 1986 she and
Trixie moved to Boscastle
permanently and made
their home in Marine
Terrace. Nicky lived her
adult live in Boscastle,
working
for
local
businesses. She finished
her working life with a
long and loyal stint at
Riverside, initially for Peter
and Margaret Templar and
in more recent times for
Ross Yates.
Nicky’s time at Riverside
illustrated some of her
quirky rules. Possibly a bit

of a hoarder, she would
regularly request more
linen stock but neither
Peter, nor more latterly
Ross, would see this
extra linen materialise
into
the
actual
bedrooms. A quick
search would reveal that
every cupboard in the
building was stuffed
with the requested
new towels, pillows,
teapots, crockery, duvet
covers and more. When
pressed, Nicky would say
they needed to be ‘saved
for best’.
Nicky and her mother
took great pride in their
cottage, only to see it
devastated by the flood in
August 2004. They spent a
long time re-modelling and
re-furbishing, continually
adding to their store of
antiques and bric-a-brac.
Being a small home, some
might call it cluttered,
although it could more
charitably be described as
‘full’.
It was while living
this life of reasonable
contentment
and
companionship
that
Nicky’s life was turned
upside down by her
devastating news. Thanks
must go to Peter and
Margaret Templar for the
initial attempts to help
Nicky, but as so often
with this disease, visible
symptoms meant it was
too late.
After a brief fight Nicky
passed away in the manner
in which she had lived
– demanding little and
accepting her lot.
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Willam Sandell Davis
“Bill”
4 January 1934 – 19 October 2016

Bill was born in Bishops
Waltham , Hampshire on
the 4th January 1934.
Following his National
Service with the R.A.F
during the Suez conflict, he
spent most of his working
life with Marconi Weapons
& Defence systems.
In the early 60’s he met
& married his first wife
Peggy & in 1969 their son
William was born.
When Peggy became
ill Bill had by then, been
made redundant from
Marconi & devoted his life
to caring for her right up
until the time she died.
Bill & his sister Mary
were very close & they spent
many happy times with
Peggy & Mary’s husband
Eric in their holiday
cottage in Boscastle...& it
was from those times that
his love for Cornwall grew.
Well known for his
mischievous nature he
always enjoyed winding

Mary up, especially during
family get togethers & their
antics became the source of
much amusement.
Bill enjoyed a good
fulfilling life, & remained
fit & active for the
majority of his years. He
was the type of character
who would have hated
to be dependent on his
loved ones, & although
his demise was alarmingly
rapid his suffering was
mercifully short.
Bill slipped away on
the 19th October in Mt
Edgcumbe Hospice, .a very
special place that provided
a sensitive , caring, safe &
supportive environment
for him & his family
during his final days.
Gill
&
family
would like to take this
opportunity to thank
friends & neighbours for
their cards of condolence,
kind support & sympathy
shown during this recent
sad time.

Dr John Tyerman Willams
23 November 1920 – 26 October 2016
John
was
born
in
Huddersfield, Yorkshire.
Qualified
from
the
cradle to play cricket for
Yorkshire, he was a lover
of the noble game and
other sports into each of
which he threw himself
with an eagerness which
he retained throughout
his long life. Indeed,
enthusiasm, passion and
dedication guided John in
all he did.
John lived and worked
in Boscastle from 1943.
He and his then wife,
Mary Starling, pianist for
the Ginner Mawer School
of Dance and Drama,
shared Harbour Cottage.
Mary played for the dance
school, for daily classes and
for the many performances
in the then Social Hall
in the harbour (now the
National Trust Visitor
Centre) and taught piano
to local youngsters, as
Maria Nicholls remembers.
From Harbour Cottage
he travelled to work at Sir
James Smith’s Grammar
School in Camelford. As
Head of English, John
moved with the school
into the reorganisation to
comprehensive education;
delighting his pupils with
the range of his knowledge
and inspiring them with his
love of words and drama.
His collaboration with art
and other departments
in school productions is
remembered fondly by
Carole Vincent.
No doubt his pupils
benefitted from the skills

John brought to his
teaching from his success as
an actor. In his early teens,
he was chosen to play
“Emil” in a production of
“Emil and the Detectives,”
both on stage and later on
film; this led (after he was
invalided out of the forces
early in WW2) to his later
career as a jobbing actor
John was awarded a
place at Balliol College,
Oxford to read history;
he achieved academic
distinction as an historian
and then as an English
teacher; adding a witty
doctorate in his latter years
entitled “The Social Roles
of clergymen and women
1790 – 1880, as mirrored
in attitudes to them as
foxhunters”.
One of John’s sporting
pleasures was riding; both
hacking and to hounds.
Getting a reluctant horse
past a field of pigs was one
of many tests of character
he sailed through.
In 1980 John married
Elizabeth
Mapstone.
They moved to St Yse in
Trethevy. Having taken
early retirement, John
started upon yet another
career. He and Elizabeth
enrolled at St John’s
College, Oxford; Elizabeth
to take a distinguished
first in her first degree in
psychology John to add
the doctorate mentioned
earlier.
Settling again in their
home at Trethevy, while
Elizabeth pursued a career
in psychology, John became

a writer - successful author
of three very different and
highly entertaining books
exploring the wonders
of the Great Brain of the
Great Bear, Pooh.
John and Elizabeth
moved to Abingdon as
health and age made living
up the track to St Yse
difficult. There they had
the support of Elizabeth’s
children within easy reach.
John continued to read
voraciously and to relish
life with zest. Elizabeth in
her turn started to write
and publish.

John died at home, as
he wished, having returned
from a very short stay for
investigation in hospital.
Surrounded by his family
he shared a toast and
quietly accepted a gentle
decline. He was cremated
at South Oxfordshire
Crematorium on Thursday
10th November in a secular
ceremony of great warmth
and loving remembrance,
with family, students from
Sir James Smith’s and
friends from throughout
his full life.

‘Remember These Men: The
War Dead of Tintagel, Boscastle
& St. Gennys 1914-1919’
This 215 page A5 paperback book was first published
in 2012. It tells of 79 men from three parishes.
The book is available at £12 per copy, plus postage.
Contact the author, Nick Thornicroft, on 07769556206,
or nickthornicroft@me.com
Boscastle Blowhole Winter 2016
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The Reading Room
I made my way to The
Reading Room bathed in
bright sunshine, beneath
branches laden with leaves
of
blazing
autumnal
colour. The trees burned
like
glowing
embers
against a crystal clear blue
sky. My heart sang with
joy to see such a beautiful
sight! How lucky we have
been this year enjoying
such wonderful weather
in our little fishing village.
As I walked I found myself
recalling lines from poems:
Every leaf speaks bliss to me,
Fluttering from the autumn
tree.
Emily Bronte

Wild is the music of
autumnal winds
Amongst the faded woods

William Wordsworth

Seasons of mists and mellow
fruitfulness
Close bosom friend of the
maturing sun:
Conspiring with him how to
load and bless with fruit
The vines that round the
thatch-eves run
John Keats

Lost in my daydreaming, I realised I was,
once more, at the door
of this beloved ancient
Reading Room. I set aside
my dreaming and busied
myself preparing for The
Bookworms. Why not join

us again? We love your
company.

Water For Elephants
by Sara Gruen
Sara Gruen has dual
Canadian
American
citizenship. She was born
in Vancouver, British
Columbia and she grew
up in London and Ottawa.
She went to University
in Ottawa and then lived
there for ten years, after
graduating with a degree
in English Literature. In
1999 she moved to USA
to take a writing job. She
began writing fiction two
years later. She mainly
writes about animals and
she supports many animal
charities. She now lives in
North Carolina with her
husband, three sons and
seven animals. This is her
third novel which won
The Book Sense ‘Book of
the Year Award for Adult
Fiction’ in 2007.
‘Water for Elephants’
is set in the era of the
American Depression and
Prohibition. It tells the story
of a college youth, formerly
studying to be a vet, who
runs away with the circus.
The setting is unusual and
held much promise for
the bookworms. Several

bookworms had wanted to
read it for a while and they
were full of anticipation.
However, the reactions
to the book varied. One
bookworm found it too
distressing at the start and
was unable to carry on with
it. The aspects of animal
cruelty were too much to
bear. Another bookworm
decided to persevere with
it as she felt the hero was
a moral person and she
was intrigued to discover
how he would manage the
situation he found himself
in. Yet another bookworm
found the book gruesome
but was interested how
the character felt more
at home with the circus
than at home. It was felt
that the author had an
interesting way of running
the two stories alongside
each other. One story was
about the circus and the
other was the narrator,
in old age, talking in the
Nursing Home. They felt
the concept of a story
built around a travelling
circus had potential and
the rush described to buy
the animals from the circus
when it was closing down,
made a lovely ending.
Storyline: 6
Quality of writing: 6

The Sunrise
by Victoria Hislop
Victoria Hislop was born
in Bromley, Kent and
raised in Tonbridge where
she attended Tonbridge
Grammar School. She
went on to study English at
St. Hilda’s Oxford and then
worked as a publisher and
journalist before becoming
an author. She is married
to Ian Hislop, editor of
Private Eye magazine. They
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live, with their two children
in Sissinghurst. This is her
fourth book. Her first book
‘The Island’ became a best
seller.
She is well known for
researching her books
thoroughly. She writes
about places she knows well
and she also researches any
historical content she deals
with in the story. Several
bookworms feel this is
what brings her novels to
life. Her characters are very
tangible believable people
who draw you in to the
story.
The Sunrise is set in
Cyprus when a Greek
coup plunges the island
in to chaos. Cyprus faces a
disastrous conflict. Turkey
invades to protect the
Turkish Cypriot minority
and the city of Famagusta
is shelled. This is their
story.
The
book
begins
in 1972, the peak of
Famagusta’s popularity as
a luxury holiday resort.
It stops at 1074 where
Hislop brings to life the
horrific days of the Turkish
invasion. It is basically
the story of two families
thrown together by war.
Bookworms who read
it, scored it very highly,
although some did not
think it was as good as her
other novels. Perhaps the
characterisation was not
as good. The bookworms
did like the interaction
between the two families
and they found it a pageturner. The claustrophobic
atmosphere was captured
extremely well. It was
obviously well researched
and it gave a fascinating
insight in to the situation.

The Reading Room
continued

It was a very believable
account. Overall the book
was enjoyed and many
bookworms were delighted
to learn that Victoria
Hislop had just published a
new book, ‘Cartes Postale’!
Storyline: 7.5
Quality of writing: 7.5

Suspicious Minds
by Rob Brotherton
This book was highly
recommended by one
of our bookworms who
really enjoys reading NonFiction.
In his book, ‘Suspicious
Minds’, Rob Brotherton
explores
the
history
and
consequences
of
conspiracism. He delves in
to the research that tries to
give insights into why so
many of us are drawn to
conspiracy theories that are
implausible, unproven and
unproveable!
Apparently, according
to psychologists, we are
all conspiracy theorists
but some of us are better
at hiding it than others.
It seems people are more
drawn to it when they feel
discontented, distrustful
and have the desire for
privileged
knowledge.
There is no single type of
person that is more drawn

T

to it in general.
Conspiracy
theories
have existed throughout
history from Ancient
Athens and Rome to the
present day. Just think
about it!
Not many of the
bookworms accepted the
challenge to read this book
in full. However, several
enjoyed dipping into it and
we all enjoyed listening
to
the
entertaining
presentation from our
Non-Fiction
reading
bookworm about this
subject.
We owe a huge thank
you to him. We all felt it
was good to be pushed
out of our comfort zone
for a while to broaden our
minds.
If you are attracted to
this book I am sure you
will find it entertaining. It
is a well written book with
good explanations.
Thank you for joining
us in The Reading Room.
If you would like to meet us
in the real Reading Room
why not call me on 01840
250661. New bookworms
always welcome!
Until we next meet....
keep reading!
Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

Spooktacular Halloween Party
At The Napoleon Inn
The Napoleon’s annual
Halloween party was as
ever a great fun night! We
are always amazed at the
effort everyone goes to
with their costumes (I only
wish I could put ALL the
photos in this article! But
you can see them on Beccy
Dallows facebook page!)
Music was from the
awesome MIKE FOX
(he will also be playing in

Boscastle Village Hall at
our New Years Eve Party so
don’t miss it!)
Winners of the best
costume this years went to
Mark & Jo Yeomans VERY
scary clowns!! And our
runner up was Nicky Bird
in her fabulously hilarious
oompa loompa outfit…..
still making me laugh
haha!!
BD

Best Costume winners: Mark and Jo Yeomans pierrots

A N PA R T R I C K
T
S
I
R
CONSTRUCTION

EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS
NEW BUILD • BATHROOMS

Phone: 07989 327 873
FREE QUOTATIONS

Runner up: Oompa Loompa Nicky Bird
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News From School
Today is the first icy
morning of the year, the
playground is an ice rink,
the children are delighted
and I’m on playground
duty which will, I expect,
be interesting.
We seem to have packed
a great deal into this term.
Class 1 started with a
trip to Launceston Steam
Railway and the Castle
whilst the older children
visited Truro Museum
and
the
Cathedral.
The participated in a
Bloodhound
Project
workshop at the museum.
The project aims to build a
supersonic car with which
they hope to beat the
current land speed world
record and also break the
1,00mph barrier. The
project will be completing
some of their testing
at Newquay hence the
interest within the county.
As
mentioned
in
our last letter we joined
hundreds of other cyclists

for
the
Wadebridge
Backlights
parade
in
October.
The
theme
this year was marvellous
Machines and we made
a replica of Trevithick’s
Puffing Devil as our
‘school bike’ and Davey
Lamps for the children to
hang on their bikes. Mr
Rix rode the bike in the
parade supported by a least
half of the school. It was
a lovely family occasion.
Unfortunately we do not
have any photographs of
the parade but have include
some of Mr Rix testing the
bike in the playground.
Miss Oxenbury and
some parent helpers spent

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including PACHAMAMA, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS
We stock Ladies’, Men’s and Children’s Clothing
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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some time developing
the Valley area over the
summer building a fire
pit and a mud oven. The
Wild Tribe club have been
making good use of the area
after school on Tuesdays
and Miss Oxenbury’s class
are often to be found in
the Wild Valley doing wild
maths and writing. We
held our grand opening
in October when we ate
toasted marshmallows and
pitta bread cooked in the
mud oven by Mr Atkinson.
(photographs included)
The children have of
course been working hard
on their three ‘Rs’ this
term. (Editor’s note, Ms

Duffy included a selection
of the children’s writing, but
many of the files would not
reproduce well enough to be
included in the Blowhole, so
we have only been able to
include a few.)
We are all looking
forward to the lead up to
Christmas and are busy
planning activities for our
family craft afternoon.
Rehearsals for our carol
service are underway with
some lovely singing from
the children. The younger
children (Reception, Years
1 & 2) play the various
‘characters’ in the nativity
and we are currently
working out to find parts

for 36 children. I expect
there could be quite a few
angels and shepherds and
wonder if we should feature
for the first time all of the
people who did manage to
book a room at the Inn!

We wish you a peaceful
and joyous Christmas and
look forward to sharing
more news in 2017.
Best wishes from all at
school!
SD

Being a Samaritan can make a difference
As
a
charity
the
The phone rings, a
volunteer picks it up. Samaritans depend on fund“Samaritans – can I help raising to keep the branch
you?” And so starts a running, currently about
conversation that may £50,000 per year. Any help
last a few minutes or an with fund-raising activities is
greatly appreciated.
hour or so.
The Samaritans have a
Last year Cornwall
Samaritans received over team of presenters who can
50,000 contacts, by give talks to organisations
phone, email, texts and such as church groups, the
WI. They do not charge and
face to face.
Volunteers are at the will be able to tell you a lot
heart of Samaritans and more about what Samaritans
are welcomed from all do.
Remember Samaritans
walks of life and of all
ages. Full training is given are available 24 hrs a day
and there is incredible and can be contacted on a
support at the branch. If FreeCall number 116 123.
you would like to know You don’t have to be suicidal
more about becoming to call. They offer a safe
a volunteer, please: call place to talk.
01872 222 321 or email Website www.samaritans.
trurosamsrecruit@gmail. org/cornwall
com
Twitter cornwallsamari1

M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors
Tel: 01566 86183 Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com
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Harbourmaster’s News
Well we are in the winter months
which means huddling down and
trying to ignore the gales and any
foul weather. Of course it is also
traditionally a time of year for
shipwreck and although these
thankfully are fewer and fewer I
was recently staying at the Old
Coastguard Inn at Mousehole
where picture of many wrecks are
displayed on the walls.
Over my time in North
Cornwall I recall the Torrey
Canyon, lost December 1967
and all that oil and then later in
December 1979 the Skopelos Sky
lost behind Doyden Port Quin
while in transit from Garston
to Algiers and more recently the
Maria Assumptia lost on the
Rumps in 1995.

I got to talk to Steve Nicholls
about this and he told me of his
great grandfather William Venner
on his mother’s side who was lost in
December 1890 on a boat called the
“Faith” which worked around from
Plymouth via Padstow Boscastle &
Bude and up to Swansea in Wales. It
seems that over the Christmas period
in 1890, Hayle harbour froze over and
very sadly the boat and all crew were lost
at Godrevy one very cold dark stormy
night. Steve has had handed down to
him some pictures of the vessel which I
have attached to the article and there is
also a rather tragic poem that was also
passed on and which I have permission
to set out on the following page. Steve’s
great grandfather died a month before
his grandmother was born.
Chris Key,
Harbourmaster

National Trust
t Boscastle
Visitor Centre
National
Trust

Shop & Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm
Information on local accommodation & attractions
plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,
gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout
Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or
donating some books drop in or give us a call.

Tel: 01840 250010/250353
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

The Still Point Treatment Room
Boscastle
Francilla Mangal-Smart BEd.Hons
ITEC qualified Holistic Massage
Therapist
Aromatherapy Massage
Swedish massage
Hot Stone Massage
Deep tissue massage
A range of treatments available,
tailored to your needs.
Call today for a free consultation
07791 002 109
Every body deserves a massage

Arthur W Bryant
Independent Family
Funeral Service

Our Family, Caring for your
family, for over 50 years
Phone attended 24 hours a day.
Covering all areas
Prepayment funeral plans,
Memorial Supplied, Fixed
and Refurbished
Private Chapels of Rest at:
Morwenna Court, Princes Street,
BUDE, Cornwall, EX23 8AT
Tel: 01288 352282
or
19 Market Place, CAMELFORD,
Cornwall, PL32 9PD
Tel: 01840 214891
www.awbryant.co.uk
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Lines:
On the loss of the Ketch “Faith”
of Bude,with Capt. Stanbury and
Crew in St Ive’s Bay, December
18th, 1890
Gone, a loving husband, faithful friend,
Beyond the reach of fond caress:
Gone, where grief and sorrow end
And every storm is hushed to rest.
He left home, wife and child so dear
With loving kiss and fond good-bye,
At duty’s call he saw no fear
His last farewell, he left to die.
He left the port with hopes so dearThe gallant ship speeds on her way,
The weather fair, the wind was light,
And all went well throughout the day.
But night came on – the scene is
changed
The ship is driven through the foam,
With wind and snow the billows rage,
The “Faith” speeds on to meet her
doom.
With three young sailor souls aboard
Each stout-hearted strong and brave,
And as the storm more loudly roars
They bravely battle with the wave.
Louder and louder roars the gale
Their eyes are dim with snow and sleet,
The waters dash o’er mast and sail,
Which tells them they their doom must
meet.
The ship now trembles in the storm
At every gust she nears the shore,
The deck is swept from stem to stern
That takes the boat with every oar.
The “Faith” now quakes as if in fear
All means of safety now are gone,
Good-bye to home and friends most
dear
They are lost almost in sight of home.
They struggled hard their lives to save.
The struggle short, it was but vain,
They sank in death beneath the wave
They felt the power but not the pain.
Fred Beer, Swansea,
Dec. 30th, 1890

Coastguards
Mark Smith is Acting Station Officer
for Boscastle Coastguards. He says
that it is really hectic at present as
they are training new recruits. There
were only three existing members left
before recruitment, but they now
have a team of ten so will be a full
rope rescue team again.

Congratulations to Arthur and Shirley

The Blowhole team send many
congratulations to our team member
Arthur Bannister and his wife Shirley
on their 65th wedding anniversary in
December.
The gemstone associated with

this anniversary is the star sapphire,
symbolic of trust and peace, very
appropriate for this well-loved
couple.
Arthur and Shirley, enjoy your
very special day.

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle
SX 09697 90138

Aug 2016

Sept 2016

Oct 2016

Nov 2016

Total monthly
rainfall in mm

89.6

138.8

38.4

121.4

Maximum daily
rainfall in mm

46.4

30.2

14.2

17.6

Date on which
maximum fell

1st

24th

15th

15th

Number of days
with no rainfall

15

10

21

11

Total rainfall for
same month in
2015

165.2

72.4

68.4
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Minster Community Fellowship
replacement project. The
good news is that the
project was given the green
light by Tony Windross,
Rural Dean of Stratton,
and the PCC at the PCC
meeting on 17th October.
Arthur Bradley has agreed
to start the project in early
Spring next year. More
news on this once all details
are finalised. If you are
interested in sponsoring a
whole window or a pane
of glass please visit our
Facebook page.
One half of a window
has been replaced with the
new glass and ferramenta
and the difference between
the two is really quite
striking, Minster will be
transformed by this project.
For those of you who have
not visited Minster recently
I would strongly suggest
that you do to have a look
at the new window and
the Christmas decorations
that Juliette and Odette
have put up. There will
be a service at Minster, a
said Holy Communion,
on Christmas Eve at
11am., celebrated by Tony
Windross, the Rural Dean
of Stratton, and hopefully
as many of the local
Website: www.minstercommunityfellowship.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/minsterchurchboscastle
Another year is almost over
and with it our third year
of fund-raising to assist the
Church in keeping Minster
open for the benefit of the
community and visitors
to this beautiful part of
Cornwall.
To date, this year
we have raised a further
£2,700 to add to our
previous years’ fundraising
so a big thank you to
everyone who came and
supported our fund-raising
efforts and hopefully had
a very enjoyable evening,
also to all those who made
donations to MCF.
This year we have
contributed
£500
to
Minster’s running costs
and also £109 to the costs
of putting up display
boards in the church about
the windows renovations.
We will also pay the 2017
insurance for Minster.
A major expenditure
will to happen in 2017. As
mentioned in my previous
article, Robert Thewsey’s
departure left the Church
in a state of flux in
Boscastle which resulted
in an unavoidable delay to
progressing the windows

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush                   
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius
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• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

church-going community
as possible will be there.
We still have some
Christmas / Winter cards
for sale & we would like
to thank everyone who has
already bought cards to
support MCF fundraising.
Cards can be purchased
from The Picture Parlour,
Cornish Stores, the Farm
Shop or by contacting Liz
or Garry on 250466.
Although Minster is
no longer being used on a

As Chair of MCF
this is my final article for
Blowhole, I am retiring
as Chair at the end of
the year, having fulfilled
the role for two years. I
will still be involved with
MCF as Treasurer and will
continue to assist with
fundraising. I would like
to thank all members of
MCF for their fundraising
efforts over the past three
years and for bringing
the windows renovation
project to fruition so to
them and the rest of the
community I would like to
wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year.
LB

regular basis it still needs
cleaning in spite of the fact
that the bats are at present
not out and about. If you
have a few hours to spare to
keep Minster looking spick
and span for everyone to
enjoy then Anne Prescott
would love to hear from
you before Christmas. She
can be contacted on 01840
230609 or aprescott300@
gmail.com

New Parish Priest
The Bishop of Truro is
pleased to announce that
the Revd Heather Aston,
at present curate in the
Meneage benefice, is to be
the new Priest in Charge of
the Boscastle and Tintagel
group of parishes.
The
Revd
Paul
Spreadbridge is to be the
new Associate Priest in
the Boscastle and Tintagel
group of parishes working
alongside Heather.
A date for the licensing
of both priests has yet to
be fixed, but will be in the
spring of 2017.

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
01840 250644 / 07968 808135
danroots@aol.com
Roofing • Carpentry • New Build
Extensions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms
FREE QUOTATIONS

‘A Blast from the Past’
Chris Jarvis recently found
the image to the left, which
had been scanned and
saved on his computer.
He thinks he took thie
photo in the early to mid1980s and presumes it is a
Boscastle Primary School
event, possibly Sports Day,
taking place on what is
now 'Jane's lawn'.
(Delia, were you resident
at Valency House Hotel
when this was taken?)
Spring Concerts at St Endellion Church
inspirational poems, sometimes with
body percussion and cross rhythms.

Sat 21 Jan 7.30 pm:
The Lavolta Ensemble:
Vocalists Sarah Owen and Kate
Westbrook with an 11-piece band,
present a concert of extraordinary
20th century music.
Sat 18 Feb, 7.30pm
The Grace Notes
Lead vocalist Ley Adewole, pianist
Richard Penrose, vocalist Janice
Mitchelson, drummer Damian
Rodd and bassist Yan Speake play
a mixture of disco, soul, funk and
Motown and jazz.
Sat 11 March, 7.30 pm
Helen Chadwick Song Theatre:
House of Light
Gorgeous a cappella harmony
songs,
with
settings
of

Sat 11 March, 3pm to 5pm
Helen Chadwick Singing Workshop
A workshop for those who are happy
to sing without scores, learn harmony
songs and Georgian songs from the
Caucus mountains. Workshop fee
£20. Early bird bookings by Feb
11th £15. Combined workshop and
concert tickets £25.

All Concerts: Tickets £10. Free for
accompanied under-16s
More info & book online at www.
endelienta.org.uk, by telephone
07787 944935, by e mail tickets@
endelienta.org.uk or in person from
Wadebridge Bookshop.

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Full range of plumbing services
Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems
Landlord Safety Certification
OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221
faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
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A very BIG THANK YOU
to everyone who voted for
us in the Aviva Community
Fund. I’m pleased to
announce That we made it
through to the next round.
YOUR VOTES have made
us one of 4 FINALISTS in
our category!! The Judge’s
decision will be announced
in January.
During the past 18
months our Boscastle gig
club has been leading a
special project to enable
people with disabilities to
experience the fun of gig
rowing and learn to row a
Cornish Pilot Gig.
In partnership with
British Rowing, SW Lakes
Trust and Cornwall Sports
Partnership, the Boscastle
and Crackington Gig Club
has taken the lead role in
developing the “Tamar
Rowability” project.
During
the
past
summer, we have held
sessions on both Tamar and
Roadford lakes, enabling
now more than 75 people
with a wide range of
disabilities to ‘have a go’

and start learning to
row. Our participants
and supporters range
in age from 14 to 77
and have come from
as far afield as Redruth
and Bristol.
The success of
this ground breaking
project means that
next year we plan to
roll it out in other
parts of the West
Country
(starting
most likely in Bristol)
and perhaps further
afield.
A great big “thank
You” is alsodue to
the community of
Boscastle for your
grants
and
the
unstinting
support
of your gig club over
the years. It is this
community goodwill
that has enabled the
club to go forward
and now, with this
project, also make a
positive difference in
the lives of others.
Also, whilst we
are basking in past
glory and planning to
expand our project, if
there are people in our
own community with
any sort of disability;
who would like to
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‘have a go’ at gig rowing, then
do please let us know. The
Rowability sessions are grant
funded and totally free to
participants with a disability.
You may be interested in
the attached article about
the activities of Boscastle Gig

Club which has appeared in
the October edition of British
Rowing’s magazine “Rowing
and Regatta”
Nick Holmes, BCGC Tamar
Rowability Project

Mob: 07977 058210

(Apologies for small size of attached article hopefully legible with a magnifying glass, Ed)

Graham and Kerriann, Off to Pastures New
It comes as a great
shock when people you
have known for some
considerable time, decide
to move out of the Village.
Indeed it is difficult to
think of the Village without
certain people in it, they
appear to be so much part
of the community. So,
having followed Graham
King’s journey from Land’s
End to John O’Groats on
his blog this year, I never
imagined that his next
trip would take him and
Kerriann Godwin away,
permanently, from their
village home.
Over the years Graham
has played an important
part in village life. In
2004, it was his role as
Deputy Station Officer,
Boscastle
Coastguards
that gave credence to his
timely warning, to the
emergency services, of
the rising flood waters in
Boscastle. (Excerpt from
Boscastle
Coastguard
Station Log dated 16th
August 2004, ‘15.30 hours
– G King (Deputy Station
Officer, Boscastle CG)
calls Falmouth Coastguard
to report an Incident of
Flooding in Boscastle’. The
CG Station Log goes on to
illustrate the crucial role he
played in dealing with the
crisis.
In
2012
Graham
amused readers of the
Blowhole with an account
of his search and purchase
of the ‘Green Witchcraft’ –
a small electric car – which
he drove as far as Bude.
For 18 years he was
owner and curator of
the Witchcraft Museum,

which brings tourists into
the village from all over
the world (including one
important visitor into his
life – Kerriann Godwin).
In 2013 TripAdvisor
awarded the Museum the
TripAdvisor Certificate of
Excellence - one of 10%
of attractions in the world
to be acknowledged in
this way. With retirement
in mind, at midnight
on 31st October, 2013
Graham handed over
ownership of the Museum
to the Museum of British
Folklore.
Once released from
his duties at the Museum,
Graham and Kerriann set
off in their motorhome
for a holiday to the Arctic
Circle. Their journey was
in celebration of Graham’s
retirement as well as a
long awaited three month
holiday to this northerly
destination. The talk they
gave to the Boscastle WI
on their return, gave a
different and interesting
view of the ‘Land of Ice and
Snow’. They travelled in
‘Dickie’ (the motorhome)
from Cornwall through
9 countries and, with the
aid of slides, WI members
journeyed with them seeing ancient rock art,
colourful painted buildings
and whale watching
Graham’s
LEJoG
(Land’s End to John
O’Groats) walk began on
21st March 2016. Unlike
many LEJoG walkers, he
meandered his way North
avoiding ‘all roads where
possible’ and sticking to
‘walking tracks, canal
towpaths and footpaths’.

This made reading his and
Kerriann’s blog much more
interesting - I guess there is
no Roman blood in either
of the pair! Kerriann’s role
was Support Supremo and,
ably assisted by Hugo their
small canine companion,
she followed in the
motorhome as the walk
took Graham further and
further north.
The
crowning
of
2016, however, has to
be the publication of his
book – ‘The British Book
of Spells and Charms’.
Graham spent seven years
collecting the information
and putting it together
‘into a cohesive book’. The
Cornish publisher has had
‘record-breaking pre-orders

from both the UK and
international customers’
for the volume. Graham’s
next literary project is
‘Graham’s Rambles’, which
is well under way.
Graham and Kerriann,
we wish you both good
fortune in your new
venture and I will conclude
by using your ‘Charm
for a Journey’ from ‘The
British Book of Spells and
Charms’ by Graham King:

May the hills lie low,
May the sloughs fill up
In thy way,
May all evil sleep,
May all good awake,
In thy way.
GQ

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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In Love with Trees

It’s odd how some years
you just seem to notice
things more than in others,
and just as in the Spring
this year the primroses
seemed to be more prolific
than ever, this Autumn the
colour of the trees in the
last couple of months has
been extraordinary.
Back in October it
seemed as if in just a few
days, the all-summer
green of the ash turned
to an extraordinary shade
of butter yellow. The
liquidambars were washed
in red, crimson and
mulberry, and the oaks
and beeches put on their
shades of gold and deep

rusty bronze. I’m always
sorry to see the leaves fall,
but the display before
they go is something to
be celebrated. Perhaps, I
find myself thinking, it
never really was this good
before and I wonder if the
catching of a tree in its
perfect moment of colour
might just be a complete
accident of being outdoors
on the right day: a fleeting
moment when the long,
low light is shining through
the leaves, and when the
sky is a particularly good
and contrasting shade of
blue, and when the sugars
and chemical changes in
the leaves are at exactly the
crucial moment. Perhaps
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I just happened to be
outside at an optimum
time—though I don’t really
believe that; I think this
year was spectacular partly
because the Autumn was
a proper season, we had
enough rain at the right
time in the Summer, the
trees kept their leaves and
the days were so mild.
Driving
down
to
the surgery at Boscastle
through the avenue of
beeches in their Autumn
finery was an absolute
delight as was the journey
to Wadebridge along the
Allen Valley. And once the
leaves are gone, there is one
final set of things to enjoy:
the bare shapes of trees,
suddenly recognisable just
by their silhouettes alone,
like pen and ink etchings
against the grey wintry sky.
Trees are so valuable
both from a utilitarian and
aesthetic point of view.
Trees store carbon, both
above and below ground.
Through photosynthesis,
they take in carbon dioxide
and give out oxygen so they
reduce air pollution. They
suck up rainwater, stabilise
the ground and help to
regulate air temperature.
At the end of their
growing life, trees give us

wood for fuel, handles for
tools, beautiful furniture,
and building materials.
Properly looked after and
maintained, wood is longlasting and durable – think
of all those lovely oakframed Tudor buildings,
hundreds of years old.
“Hearts of oak are our ships,
hearts of oak are our men”.
But most of all, think of
the pleasure they give at
all seasons of the year. I’m
always just a tad uneasy in
a landscape with no trees,
and I love the deep, thickly
wooded valleys of North
Cornwall.
I like to plant a few trees
each year; they’re probably
my favourite plants – what
you might define as tall
plants with single stems.
I’ve tried to make sure
there is always something
interesting to look at in
the garden by planting
some trees that give all the
year round interest. I love
the paper-bark birches
especially the brilliant
white of Greyswood Ghost
which I’ve under-planted
with dogwood Winter
Fire. The dogwood is wellnamed; a slightly boring
plant throughout the
main growing season it
comes into its own in the
Winter months when its

In Love with Trees

bare stems glow brilliant
orange-gold, tipped with
fiery red. It’s quite a
spectacular combination
with the birches, and a
trick I picked up from a
visit to Rosemoor a few
years ago.
If you are thinking of
heading out on a fine, crisp
day in the next month I
recommend Rosemoor’s
Winter
planting,
it’s
absolutely inspirational.
And if the weather is not
clement, and all you want
to do is curl up with your
seed catalogues in front
of a warm fire and dream
about the growing season
to come, that’s a perfectly
legitimate winter activity

continued

HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
-----------------• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
-----------------Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

too. As for me, I shall be
putting on my stout boots
and walking from my door
down through the woods,
following the line of the
Valency River all the way
down to Boscastle. If you
see me in the Cobweb we’ll
wish each other Happy
Christmas and raise a toast
to a Jolly Gardening New
Year.

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

Pat Thorne

The Toby Jug

6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle
Good Quality, Locally Sourced

Homecooked Food
at

Affordable Prices

DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Bookings Welcome

01840 250501

BosCars

Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
Luggage Transfers for Walkers
Friendly & Reliable, 24hr Service

Telephone 07790983911
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Spar

Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities
Shop open daily at 6am

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the main
carpark on Fridays, from 1.45pm until 2.45pm

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702
Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- The Old Post Office 10.55 -11.15

30th Dec, 27thJan, 24th Feb

Camelford Library

and Council One Stop Shop

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge
111

from any phone by dialing 			

Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit 8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community

01566 761000

Stratton Community

01288 320101

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
01752 202082

Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre:
		
01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:
Church of England
01840 250359
Methodist
01840 214818
Catholic
01840 770663
Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:
01840 250529
Clerk: 01840 230609 email: forminpc@gmail.com
Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop: 0300 1234 111

Town Hall, Market Place

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

Tel: 01840 212409

Floodline: 			

0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:

0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting

0800 230 0561

Tues: 9.30am - 5pm Thurs: 9.30am - 1.30pm
Sat: 10am - 1pm

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
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Highways:

0300 1234 222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies: 0800 6783 105 or 105

Village Hall Bookings:

Jo Kent: 01840 250879

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

