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Boscastle School staged on an amazing version of Alice in Wonderland towards the end of the
Summer term. Pictured above are Conner, Sebastian, Ethan, Sophie, Jerrica and Jake.
More photos and News from School on page 24.
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HELP NEEDED PLEASE
The Blowhole Team would like some help please’ in order for it to
thrive and survive!
In particular:
•
•
•
•
•

our honoured treasurer wishes to close her ledgers
we do not currently have an advertising co-ordinator
we could do with a collector of snippets of news
I’d like to pass on the compiler’s hat
and more contributors are always welcome
Looking forward to a deluge of offers! PA:)

Boscastle Blowhole Team
The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted for
publication. The views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the team. The editorial team are: Philippa Arthan,
Arthur Bannister, Heather Colne, Audley Jarvis, Gloria Quinlan, Ann and Chris Rodda.
The next Blowhole will be published in December 2016
Items for inclusion can be emailed to boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk
Please also use this email address for advertising queries
Copies of the Blowhole are available by post at a cost of £3 per issue or £12 for the year.
To subscribe either email boscastleblowhole@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01840 250891
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Boscastle Blowhole'.
Communications to the Blowhole can be posted to:
44 Clover Lane Close, Boscastle, PL35 0AL
The Blowhole is published quarterly and printed by:
Easyprint of Red Post, Nr Bude tel: 01288 381700 email: easy.print@btconnect.com

Christopher Key
Solicitor

Trebiffen, Boscastle, PL35 0BN
Tel: 01840 250200 Fax: 01840 250900
Established 1997
serving the local community
conveyancing & wills
probate, general litigation, etc
Member Law Society Personal Injury Panel
Agricultural Specialist ~ Harbourmaster
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Forrabury & Minster Parish Plan Published
Pictured left are:
Myrna Lester,
David Ferrett,
Ann Rodda, Jane
Castling, Maggie
Pearson, Mike
Pearson and
Chris Rodda.
Missing from the
photograph: Arthur
Bannister, Chris
Jarvis and Margaret
Pickering.

copyright photos courtesy David Flower

There was a launch party
held on the lawn of Valency
House beside the harbour
at Boscastle, hosted by
Mrs Jane Castling, to
celebrate the publication
of Forrabury & Minster
Parish Council's Parish
Plan.
After three years' work
including a comprehensive
survey of nearly 600
households in the village
the Parish now has now
put forward a composite
plan for the future.
The team responsible
included Arthur Bannister,
Jane
Castling,
Brian

Clarke,
Chris
Jarvis,
Myrna Lester, Margaret
Pickering, Chris Rodda
and Peter Steege. Analysis
of the survey results was
conducted by Jonathan
Stirrup.
Unfortunately
both
Peter Steege and Brian
Clarke died before the
Plan was published. Their
contribution was much
appreciated and they will
be sadly missed.
The team are also
very grateful for the
encouragement & financial
support of the Parish &
County Council.
CR

You can read the full plan at: www.boscastlecornwall.
org.uk/parish_council/boscastleparishplanfinal.pdf

MacMillan Coffee Mornings
The Napoleon Inn will
Lynn Biddick will be
holding a Macmillan be holding their annual
Coffee
Morning
on Coffee Morning in aid of
Tuesday, 25th October MacMillan on Friday 30th
between 10am-12noon at September and Saturday
her home (The Willows, 1st October from 10am.
White Smock Meadow, Everyone is welcome. They
Boscastle.
Tel.
No. will be serving full English
breakfasts and have tea,
250609).
There will be the usual coffee and cakes. For
goods on sale - cakes, pasties more information phone
and bric-a-brac and a raffle. 250204.
If anyone has any
Lynn is looking forward
to seeing and chatting to donations for either of
seeing and chatting to the these fund-raising events,
many villagers, friends plase contact Lynn or the
and visitors who regularly Nap.
support the charity’s coffee
morning.

D SCOTT ELECTRICAL
1, JORDAN VALE OLD ROAD BOSCASTLE CORNWALL PL35 0AJ

INSTALLATIONS
SALES & SERVICE
For all your electrical requirements

TEL : 01840 250155

4* Apartments Open All Year
Caravan Club CL open March to October
01840 250599 info@venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
Minster, Boscastle, Cornwall PL35 0EG
www.venndownfarmhouse.co.uk
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Cobweb Raft
Race
This years annual raft race
was held on Sunday 3rd
July raising funds for the
Bude branch of the RNLI.
There were 6 rafts
entered this year all hand
made and varying greatly
in design. The weather was
extremely kind to us and
everyone had a great time,
the results were 1st The
Mrs, 2nd Farmergeddon,
3rd Pirates. There was also
an inflatable race for the
youngsters the winners
were 1st Bo Simpson, 2nd
Ryan Scawn, 3rd Isaac
Buxton.
After the races there was
a presentation of a cheque
to the RNLI for last year’s
proceeds of £622.78. This
was followed by a hog
roast and singing from
the fabulous Bencoolan
Wreckers, and music from
the Bideford Pipe Band.
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Chris
Mears for the donation of
the hog who apparently

was known as Percy
to his friends, to
all the singers including
those
from
Morwena
Gee singers who
performed on the
bridge down the
harbour prior to
the race starting,
to the Bideford
town band, to
Mike Howard for
doing the hog roast
and to everyone
who helped with
the organising -

Styling irons

Swiss skin care for
Men and Women

especially Chris Bale, and,
of course, to the entrants in
the races and all the lovely
people who came and
supported us on the day
and to the National Trust

for allowing us to use the
harbour. The total raised
this year was £479.53.
Hope to see you all again
next year.
Lyn Washer

Fresh Crabs and Lobsters landed daily in Port Isaac from our own
boat ‘Mary D’. Available cooked, dressed, in a sandwich, boxed to
take home or even alive.
We also have a small seasonal selection of sustainably caught
Cornish fish, mussels, oysters and smoked fish, locally roasted
coffee, homemade cakes and lots more
Call in for a crab sandwich or lobster salad and glass of wine
Situated at the top of the hill near the Pea Pod Gallery
Calum and Tracey Greenhalgh
Fresh from the Sea
18 New Road, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE
01208 880849
www.freshfromthesea.co.uk
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Boscastle Oil
Ordering Group
Please place your order
before the end of
September for a delivery in
the first week of October
and get a 2p per litre
discount.
If you are not already in
the group but would like
to join, please ring Myrna
Lester on 01840 250520.
Stamps
Thanks to everyone who
continues to put their used
stamps and unwanted
stamp collections in the
RNIB collection box
at Bottreaux Surgery. It
doesn’t matter if you only
get a few each year on
birthday or Christmas
cards.Instead of throwing
the stamps away, please
leave them at the surgery or
put through my letterbox
at 8 Pentargon Road.
They all go towards the
wonderful work carried
out by the Royal National
Institution for the Blind,
who help with existing
cases of sight loss and
with the 100 new cases
diagnosed every single day.
ML

Juliotter Garden Club
Meetings of the club take
place every fourth tuesday
at Otterham & St Juliot
Hall, (just off the A39 at
Marshgate) at 7.30pm. Tea
and coffee is served &there
is a regular raffle.
The monthly meetings
focus on topical subjects
with advice on how to
make your garden grow!
Membership is only £12
annually or guests £3. For
more information contact
01566 781559.
Upcoming meetings:
Tues 27 Sept: Talk by
Kim Walsh “Designing a
Perfect Garden”
Tues 25 Oct: Talk by Mark
Wash “What’s in a Name”
Tues 22 Nov: Christmas
Social Evening

Household Rubbish
There have been a number
of recent incidents of
plastic rubbish bags being
torn up by seagulls or other
predators and the contents
spread across the roadway.
As on previous occasions
the main offenders will
have
their
offending
rubbish
photographed

The Old Manor House
Restaurant Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250251

Serving breakfast, lunches, evening meals,
Homemade Cornish cream tea
Enjoy your visit in the restaurant or our
large sheltered tea garden. Dogs on leads welcome.

and a warning notice put
through their letterbox.
Householders
are
responsible for waste until
it is collected. To avoid
tempting wildlife rubbish
should not be put out until
the night before collection.
The person causing litter
can be charged a £100
Fixed Penalty Notice or, if
the matter progresses to a
Magistrates Court, fines up
to £2500.
Seagull proof sacks can be
purchased from Cornwall
Council (telephone 0300
1234 141) or householders
can buy plastic or metal
dustbins or wheelie bins to
avoid future problems.
CR

Abandoned Vehicles
Boscastle prides itself
on
maintaining
an
attractive
environment.
It is highly unusual to
discover an apparently
abandoned
vehicle
which might constitute a
nuisance or traffic hazard.
Vehicles
dangerously
or obstructively parked
should be reported to the
police immediately.
Vehicles on a public
highway that are illegally
parked can be reported to
Cornwall Council’s Civil
Parking
Enforcement
Team.

To establish a vehicle
is abandoned, even if in
poor state or out of tax
does not necessarily means
it is abandoned and needs
inquiries to the Council
to establish whether it has
been abandoned.
Reporting abandoned
vehicles can be done
on-line.
Normally a
three-week period must
elapse before action can
be taken. If it has no
registration plate or is only
fit for destruction it will
be removed immediately.
Otherwise a seven-day
notice of removal will be
sent to the last registered
keeper. If the vehicle is on
private land the notice is
extended to 15 days.
Costs of removal and
destruction are charged to
the registered keeper.
Reporting
an
abandoned vehicle is via
cornwall.gov.uk., checking
whether it is taxed gov.uk/
check-vehicle-tax.
The Council urges that
concerned residents try
and contact the owner
beforehand to try and
resolve the problem as
there may be special
circumstances involved.
CR

SHARONS PLAICE

Boscastle’s very own FISH ‘N’ CHIP SHOP
Serving REAL FISH ‘N’ CHIPS cooked by professionals
Served from the Manor House Cottage
Please note: SHARON’S PLAICE will be reopening asap
after the devastating fire
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016
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Boscastle’s Phantom Flagger

Mystery local taking the
fight to antisocial dog
owners one ﬂag at a time:
Surrounded as we are
by miles upon miles of
majestic cliff paths and
picturesque valley walks,
there’s certainly no shortage
of suitable places for dog
owners to exercise their
four-legged friends and let
them do their business.
And yet we are compelled
to write yet another
short article about the
wholly unpleasant, deeply
unhygienic and thoroughly
antisocial problem of dogs
fouling the pavement in
and around the village.
Given that the issue
appears to be concentrated
in
residential
areas

primarily in the top half
of the village it would be
disingenuous to blame
the problem on careless
holidaymakers. Indeed the
frequency and location
of the unwanted canine
deposits would suggest
that the problem lies with
local dog owners – either
wittingly or unwittingly –
not picking up after their
pets.
Clearly we are not
the only ones to find the
issue of pooey pavements
revolting. In recent months
a mysterious local, who we
have decided to call the
“Phantom Flagger” has
decided to raise awareness
of the problem in their own
unique way – by placing

MOORHEAT SERVICES
Oil Fired Boiler, Aga &
Rayburn Maintenance
Replacement OIl Tanks
Landlord Certificate
Boiler Replacement & New Installations
OFTEC Registered & 600a certificate to install oil tanks

Tel: 01566 772262
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small Kernow flags in the
offending items, each of
which is adorned with the
message “Pick it up for
Cornwall’s sake” written
across the horizontal white
axis of the cross of St Piran.
In the interests of
journalistic endeavor The
Blowhole managed to track
the Phantom down and ask
them what purpose their
delicately placed flags are
meant to serve. Of course,
our lips remain sealed as to
their true identity, however
we did get the following
statement from them:
“As a dog owner myself I
have always picked up after
my animals. I just find it so
upsetting that some other
people can’t be bothered. I

have even seen bagged-up
dog’s waste tossed to the
side of the pavement by
the bus stop on Doctor’s
Hill. Why on earth would
people do that when there
are two dog-waste bins
within a minute’s walk. I
really hope that by making
the problem more visible
to everyone in the village
the people responsible will
get the message and start
cleaning up after their
dogs.”
The law is absolutely
clear on dog fouling. The
following comes directly
from the Gov.uk website:
“You can be given an
on-the-spot fine if you
don’t clean up after your
dog. The amount varies
from council to council.
It’s often £50 and can be as
much as £80. If you refuse
to pay the fine, you can be
taken to court and fined up
to £1,000.”
AJ

Bottreaux Castle Site

Let the Punishment fit the Crime
Let the Punishment fit the crime! Of
course legally DNA is not a crime but
morally it surely must be. What do I
mean by DNA? If you read the posters
on the walls of Boscastle Surgery you
will notice that one of them lists the
number of patients who ‘Did Not
Attend’ (DNA) appointments in July
2016 – 131* in Boscastle and 68*
in Tintagel. They ‘Did Not Attend’
their appointment nor did they cancel
their appointment.
In
this
age
of
instant
communication such discourtesy is
unacceptable. If the lame excuse is
‘I forgot’ that too is unacceptable,
when reminders can be set on mobile
phones etc. for even favourite TV
programmes. The physical result of
these DNAs is that you, I and other
patients have to wait approximately
two weeks before we can see a doctor.
The financial cost to the NHS of
this incivility is the cost of the GP’s,
Nurses’ and Health Care Assistants’
patient time plus all incidental
expenses. The Boscastle and Tintagel
DNAs for July are broken down as
follows:
Boscastle
53 GP appointments (out of 688 =
8%)
51 Nurse appointments (out of 406
= 13%)

Arthur W Bryant
Independent Family
Funeral Service

Our Family, Caring for your
family, for over 50 years
Phone attended 24 hours a day.
Covering all areas
Prepayment funeral plans,
Memorial Supplied, Fixed
and Refurbished
Private Chapels of Rest at:
Morwenna Court, Princes Street,
BUDE, Cornwall, EX23 8AT
Tel: 01288 352282
or
19 Market Place, CAMELFORD,
Cornwall, PL32 9PD
Tel: 01840 214891
www.awbryant.co.uk

14 Health Care Assistant
appointments (out of 213 = 7%)
13 Phlebotomy appointments (out
of 219 = 6%)
Tintagel
30 GP appointments (out of 500 =
6%)
26 Nurse appointments (out of 382
= 7%)
3 Health Care Assistant
appointments (out of 98 = 3%)
9 Phlebotomy appointments (out
of 183 = 5%)

If we consider the wider picture,
taking in the whole country, the
cost of DNAs to the NHS must be
immense.
So what punishment would you
meter out to these offenders - a week
as receptionist, parrying discontented
patients; ‘naming and shaming’ them
on Social Media; or a substantial
fine to recoup the financial loss to
the NHS. Personally, I have always
wondered where the village ‘stocks’
have gone to?
It is not just a courtesy to inform
the surgery that you are unable to
attend an appointment, it is freeing
up an appointment for other patients.
*Latest figure for July provided
by Mr. Matthew Gibbons, Boscastle
Surgery.

Work is now begun clearing the Castle
Site and will continue throughout
the year. Repairing or replacing site
furniture and improving signage is
a first step in enhancement of the
site. The next stage includes tree
work in the lower valley area and
reinstatement of paths.
Future plans require both grant
aid and willing help from a volunteer
team, both practical and advisory.
Anyone interested in joining the
team should contact Adrian Prescott,
Parish Clerk on 01840 230609.
CR

BLOCKED
DRAINS
CLEARED
FAST
24 hr call out
Hedley
Venning

01840 250113

0797 4581836

GQ

The Still Point Treatment Room
Boscastle
Francilla Mangal-Smart BEd.Hons
ITEC qualified Holistic Massage
Therapist
Aromatherapy Massage
Swedish massage
Hot Stone Massage
Deep tissue massage

National Trust
t Boscastle
Visitor Centre
National
Trust

Shop & Café

The Harbour, Boscastle,PL35 0HD

OPEN ALL YEAR
March - October 10.00am - 5.00pm
November - February 10.30am - 4.00pm

A range of treatments available,
tailored to your needs.
Call today for a free consultation
07791 002 109
Every body deserves a massage

Information on local accommodation & attractions
plus a wide range of books, maps, walking guides,
gifts and refreshments. Free Wi-Fi throughout
Second hand bookshop now open.
If you are interested in volunteering or
donating some books drop in or give us a call.

Tel: 01840 250010/250353
www.visitboscastleandtintagel.com
boscastle@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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Fire at
Sharon’s Plaice

The logs from Delabole
Fire Station note that crews
from Delabole, Bude and
Wadebridge were called to
deal with the fire. The road
was closed and one person
was treated for smoke
inhalation; crews using
breathing apparatus used
a hydrant and main jet to
extinguish the fire.
Delabole is an on-call fire
station, staffed by 12 on-call
firefighters who crew a water
tender ladder & a landrover
L4P Mini Fire Appliance.
The L4P provides limited
fire fighting equipment to
hard to reach areas, such as
restricted access and cross
country locations.
The station also carry
out ‘Free Home Fire Safety’
checks & give fire safety
advice.

As many will have seen,
there was a devastating fire
at Boscastle’s new chippy.
Thank you to everyone
who offered words of
support and offers of help,
in fact there was only one
negative comment from a
harbour resident who was
heard saying “it couldn’t
have happened to a nicer
place!” well, just to inform
all the supportive ones
among you, Sharon’s Plaice
WILL be opening again
and will be better than ever!
It has been a stressful
time but it is good to know
the village are so supportive,
keep your eyes open for
progress and a celebration
when we re-open. BD

NEATE
FEET

For all your foot
health needs
Professional foot care in the
comfort of your own home

Painful Callus Reduced
Toenail Clipping
Ingrowing Toenails
Painful Corns Removed

Paddings & Dressings
Verrucae Treatment
Reflexology
Everything you require to keep
your feet pain free

Claire & Simon Neate DIPCFHP
Qualified foot health practitioners

Mob: 07968232344 / 07870508867
Page 8 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016

SUE WALLIS
DESIGNER DRESSMAKER

(01840) 250434

ALTERATIONS
DRESSMAKING - LADIES
GENTS & CHILDRENS
WEDDINGS & EVENING WEAR
SOFT FURNISHINGS etc ...

Boscastle Play School Ofsted Success

copyright photo courtesy David Flower

Pictured are Staff : Felicity Price, Lara Tucker and Lyn Lockyear, plus some of the children
Following their inspection,
Ofsted gave Boscastle Play
School an excellent report.
The group is a not-forprofit registered charity
which has been providing
childcare for over 40
years.
They
promote
learning through play in an
exciting, creative and fun
environment.
Held in the refurbished
‘Top School’, the space is
equipped for children to
learn through ‘Free Flow’
play. An outside area with
a well-established wood
and stream allow children

to have supervised access
with nature. There is a
productive garden with
raised beds to plant, grow
and eat their own food,
play houses, sand pit and
various ride-ons and 2
guinea pigs which the
children help to care for.
There is also a large outside
undercover area. Inside is
a large open planned area
for the children to play,
cook, create, relax and eat.
Puzzles, reading, painting,
dressing up, woodwork
and cooking are all part of
a regluar activities.

Government funding
is available for 3 & 4 year
old children. Funding
for 2 year old children is
also available for families
meeting a certain criteria –
please speak to a member
of staff for further details.
The Play School is open
for 50 weeks of the year,
closing for 2 weeks at
Christmas and on all bank
holidays.
Opening Times:
Monday to Friday 8am to
5:30pm
Breakfast Club 8am to 9am
(ages 2 – 11)

Playschool 9am to 3pm
(ages 2 – 4& 11 months)
Afterschool Club 3pm to
5:30pm (ages 2 – 11)
Stay & Play (age 0-3 years
with accompanying
parent) – Wednesday
9.45am – 11.45am Age 0-1
year FREE, Age 1+ 50p.

For a free trial session
contact 01840 250760,
07581 089972 or email
info@boscastleplayschool.
co.uk

The Old Coach House
M. Biddick & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors
Tel: 01566 86183 Mob: 07974 676583
email: simonbiddick@btinternet.com

Relax in the beautiful
surroundings of this 300
year old coach house,
with large, secluded
mature garden and
private parking

Tastefully refurbished en suite rooms

Geoﬀ & Jackie Horwell
Tel: 01840 250398

www.old-coach.co.uk
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News from the
Lookout

You know what it’s like
when the boss drops in
unexpectedly, you make
sure you’re in fact getting
on with the job in hand
and spare a nervous
thought that they might
ask a question that you can’t
answer to their satisfaction.
We’ve all been there.
And
that’s
what
happened
to
two
Watchkeepers in June.
Everything
going
smoothly and then there’s
a knock at the door and
suddenly they found the
visitor introducing herself
was Lesley Suddes, our
National Chairman, who
just happened to be visiting
Cornwall and thought
she would drop by to say
‘Hello’ to some of the local
stations.

Happily for us she was
delighted to be shown the
work that had been done to
recover from the lightning
strike and was able to pass
on compliments about
the Lookout and the
Watchkeepers to our own
Station Manager
We also got the thumbs
up from the assessors at our
annual DFS inspection.
DFS stands for Declared
Facility Status and means
that
our
equipment,
training and knowledge
are up to the standard
required to be accepted
as an essential part of the
country’s Search and Rescue
operations Although we all
have to complete a series
questionnaires each year
that test our knowledge
and judgement, there’s
nothing quite like the
feeling when a professional
puts you on the spot with
an impromptu question.
John, Bob and Simon dealt
with the questions with
consummate ease and the
inspection was a success all
round
An important element
in our training is the
relationship with Her
Majesty’s Coast Guard and
the RNLI. That’s why we
were delighted to have the
chance to run an exercise
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with Port Isaac Inshore
Lifeboat earlier in the
summer. The scenario was
that we had spotted two
swimmers in trouble off
Pentargon and called out
me RNLI, a classic example
of our role to Spot, Plot,
Report.
Two existing lobster
pots were chosen to
represent the swimmers
and we had to plot their
positions on the chart, pass
that information on and
then direct the RNLI to
them, using the ‘Clockface’
system when they came
within range. We’d all done
this as a paper exercise but
doing it for real meant that
we had to get things right
first time, no chance to rub
out your working and start

again. We all learnt a good
deal and look forward to
exercises covering different
equations in the future
Although a lot of our
Watchkeepers come from
the surrounding areas we
now have more Boscastle
members
than
ever.
Remember you don’t have
to walk up to the Lookout
to help our cause, we are
always happy to welcome
volunteers as fund raisers
to keep the station going
So if you or any one you
know, would be interested
in spending a few hours
each month looking out
for others, then call our
Manager, Chris Evans, on
01588 781449
Have a good season
MW

Rainfall totals measured in Boscastle

SX 09697 90138
May 2016 Jun 2016 July 2016

Total rainfall in
mm
Max daily rainfall in mm
Date on which
max fell
Number of
days with no
rainfall
Total rainfall
for same month
in 2015

46

128.2

49.8

13

59

6.4

20th

19th

22nd

18

12

12

106.6

82.2

120.8

Bottreaux Surgeries Patient Participation
Group
Bottreaux
Surgeries’
patient participation group
(PPG) was formed earlier
this year. The group acts
as a liaison between the
patients and the practice,
passing on information to
the practice that enables
them to provide better
service for the patients
and informing patients of
changes at the surgeries.
Members come from
Boscastle, Tintagel, and St.
Gennys.
We are pleased that
we have helped the staff
set up a flu jab clinic at
the Crackington Institute
on Friday 14th October,
from 2.30, thus saving
local people the drive to
Boscastle. Refreshments
will be provided, and
various health organisations
have been invited to come
and chat about the services
they provide. Flu jabs will
be available at Boscastle
Surgery on Monday 3rd
October
and
Friday
th
11 November in the
afternoons.
In September, the

surgeries introduced Near
Patient Testing for a small
group of patients who take
warfarin. The program will
be rolled out to a larger
group soon. Near Patient
Testing offers quick results
on blood tests for warfarin
patients, so they will no
longer have to wait and
call the surgery to find out
their results.
For
information
about the PPG or to
pass on compliments
or information about
procedural problems to
the surgery, contact: John
Wakelin (Boscastle) at
John.wakelin@supalife.
com;
Judy
Wrigley
at
nandjwrigley@
hotmail.com;
Arthur
Bannister
(Boscastle)
at
arthurbannister@
hotmail.com;
Lesley
Cooke (Crackington) at
lesley.cooke2@btinternet.
com;
Janey
Comber
(Crackington) at janey@
jcomber.plus.com; or Ellen
Hawley (Crackington) at
ellenhawley@yahoo.com.

Literacy Tuition
There are quite a few adults out there who
are not confident of their reading and writing
skills, but they are understandably shy about
coming forward.
Being retired, and having the skills, I would
like to offer private tuition to such people,
free of charge and in strictest confidence.
Just give me a ring on 01840 250186 to see
what we can arrange.

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming & General
Grounds Maintenance.

Tel/ Txt: 07733 937486
Teri Roberts
Email: teri.roberts@trim-n-edge.co.uk

Ruth Puddick
ARMCM GRNCM

VIOLIN & VIOLA TUITION

• all ages, beginners to diploma
• preparation for professional auditions
• chamber music coaching
Very experienced teacher, ex-BBC Philharmonic player

Phone: 01566 781845
Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016
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The climate in Cornwall
lends itself well to hosting
many exotic garden plants,
some of which escape
into the countryside by
flytipping, natural seed
dispersal or being carried
by rivers. The main culprits
we have in Boscastle
are Himalayan Balsam,
Montbretia
(crocosmia)
and Japanese Knotweed.
All 3 of these are difficult
to eradicate completely.
We manage all three
of these ‘invasives’ by
various methods, with
help from our volunteers.
This year we clocked up
over 600 volunteer hours
pulling up Balsam from
the Valency Valley. This
is the fourth year we have
worked from source to
sea, and we are definitely
noticing a reduction in its
density, whether we will
ever be able to eradicate it
completely remains to be
seen. If we do, we are some
years off yet!
The same has to be said
for Japanese knotweed,
notoriously difficult to
remove completely. The
couple of patches we have
are sprayed with herbicide
annually, and have been for
the last 15 years. Whilst it
would be nice to eradicate
completely, our aim at the
moment is to contain it,
and stop it from spreading.
Montbretia is rampant
in the Harbour, and
again such a huge task to
eradicate completely so we
concentrate on stopping
it from spreading up the
valley side and into the
more sensitive areas on

the stitches where we
have some really special
wildflower meadows.
Over summer we have
done our usual butterfly
survey in Valency Valley,
finding a slight drop on
numbers from 2014,
however an increase in
one of our more rare
butterflies, the small pearl
bordered fritillary. To
encourage butterflies and
other insects we do hay
cuts on the meadows. This
year we were hampered by
bad weather when it came
to removing the hay, and
so hopefully this hasn’t
been too detrimental for
the wildflowers that grow
there.
Over the summer
there has been a surge in
rubbish washing up on
our beaches, Strangles
being one of them. With
help our volunteers and
the army, we managed to
clear the worst and drag it
up the cliff. If you want to
help and do a quick clean,
please bring it up to the
car park and leave it at the
kissing gate next to the car
park.
Breakwater news- after
being damaged in storms,
the outer break water is
undergoing repairs by
specialist contractors.

Autumn and Winter
events
Fri 23 & Sat 24 Sept
5.30pm-9.30pm
Cruel and Curious Art
Exhibition: Sanctuary
A curious collection of
artwork comes together
for this ‘pop up‘ event,
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hosted by the National
Trust at Stowe Barton and
curated by Hickory Nines
to interpret ‘Sanctuary’.
Artwork is available to
purchase. Bar and food
available, bring warm
clothes. Cost:donations
Meet at Stowe Barton
Farm, Kilkhampton , Bude.
Grid reference SS 204 071,
EX23 9JW
Tues 4th Oct 10am-4pm
Footpath repairsStrangles
Join us to repair and
improve the coast path at
between Trevigue and High
Cliff. We will be repairing
and
installing
steps,
regrading and widening
the path.
Meet at Strangles car
park. (Grid ref: SX135 952)
EX23 0LQ
Sun 16 Oct 10am-4pm
Footpath repairsMorwenstow.
We will be improving
footpaths
in
the
Morwenstow area, making
it easier for people to enjoy
this dramatic bit of coast.
Meet at Morwenstow car
park next to church EX23
9SR (Grid Ref SS206 153)
Tues 1st Nov 10am-4pm
Guy Fawkes Scrub n
spuds - Sandymouth
We will be kicking off the
scrub bashing season by
clearing encroaching scrub
from this coastal grassland.
With a big bonfire and hot
potatoes.
Meet at Sandymouth car
park(Grid Ref: SS204 100)
EX23 9HW
Sat 12 Nov 10.30am1pm
Cliffs & Coffee Boscastle.
Hear
about
the
extraordinary cliffs and

rocks of the area over a
cuppa, and then explore
the geology and its wildlife
on a walk with local expert
Jane Anderson. Wear
appropriate clothing for
the weather. £4 to include
tea or coffee – pay on the
day.
Meet at the National
Trust café, Boscastle. Grid
reference SX 096 914,
PL35 0HD
Sun 20th Nov 10am-4pm
Hedgelaying at Stowe
Barton
Come and learn the craft
of Hedgelaying. We will be
laying the hedge to create a
more substantial boundary
and keep this traditional
skill alive.
Meet in the yard at Stowe
Barton Farm EX23 9JW
(Grid Ref: SS213 114)
Sun 15 Jan 10am-1pm
Strangles beach clean
10am-1pm
Join us on our annual
New Years beach clean at
Strangles beach. We will
be clearing all the rubbish
the sea has thrown up over
winter and carrying it back
up the cliff! Please be aware
that terrain is difficult and
there is a big climb back to
the car park.
Meet at Strangles car
park. (Grid ref: SX135
952) EX23 0LQ (if adverse
weather is forecast, please
get in touch before to
check it is still on)
These events are open
to everyone, with no
experience or commitment
necessary. If you would like
to come along, just turn
up on the day. For more
information call: 01288
331372 or email jennifer.
herbert@nationaltrust.org.
uk

Museum of Witchcraft and Magic News
We’ve had a really busy
summer at the Museum
with lots going on. We
had a couple of pop up
exhibitions: one in the
library showcasing artworks
and illustrations by Hayley
Potter and another outside
the Museum which was
a display of Ellie Smart’s
photographic
Gaea
project. Former Museum
owner Graham King
hosted a book launch at
the Museum for his British
Book of Spells and Charms
(which is earning him rave
reviews!) The National
Trust visitor centre played
host to our first ever
“witchcraft
workshop”.
This event looked at the use
of mirrors in magic making.
The next workshop event
is on December 10th and
will be on the topic of the
Goddess Isis.
The Museum’s candlelit
evenings have been as
popular as ever and the
final one for 2016 will be
on October 29th. This late
night Museum opening
will be the culmination
of our All Hallow’s Eve
spectacular. The day will
start with morris dancing
outside the Museum from
2pm, a candlelit procession

led by the osses and
their teasers which
we would encourage
as many people from
the village to join
as possible (meet in
the main car park
near the toilets at
5pm – bring your
own lantern), the
osses will perform
a pwnco (blessing)
ceremony at the
Museum doors around
5.30pm and then there will
be flamelit morris dancing.
After the event, the osses
and morris dancers will
be in the Wellington from
around 7.30pm (or you
can visit the Museum
from 8pm for a latenight
witchcraft experience like
no other!). Last year lots
of people dressed up and
made pumpkin lanterns to
decorate the Harbour – we
would love to have more
of this again this year and
we thank everyone in the
village for their support of
this event.
For the first time,
the Museum has been
used as the venue for a
play. It is called “Witch”
and focuses on the early
modern period (a time
of intense persecution of

‘witchcraft’). It revolves
around three characters:
the accused witch, her
accuser and her judge. The
Museum’s library is used
as the set recreating a 16th
century judge’s house. The
play has been well received,
even moving one person
to tears! It is appropriate
for children aged ten or
above and lasts around
an hour. Tickets are £10
and available from the
Museum. The play will be
performed on Wednesdays
and Sundays at 5pm and
8pm.
The Museum will close
for winter on November
5th. We will re-open for

the Christmas holiday
period on December 26th
at 12noon. We will then
be open every day from
December 26th 2016 until
January 8th 2017 12noon5pm (last entry 4.30pm).
In 2017, we already
have three events planned
(more details on each of
these to follow in due
time):
January 28th: Imbolc
celebration with band
Inkubbus Sukkubus
performing
May 6th: a conference on
the topic of cursing
June 24th Midsummer
dancing and celebrations.
J&P

The Wellington

Hotel Boscastle

Pub

Restaurant

Hotel

The Long Bar

The Waterloo Restaurant

Open from 11.00 am for:
Bar Meals
Local Ales, Wines & Spirits
Coffee, Tea & Cold Drinks

Open from 6.30 pm for:
Award Winning Dining
Locally Sourced Produce
Fine Wines

Families Welcome

Beer Garden

Freshly Cooked Food

The Harbour, Boscastle, Cornwall, PL35 0AQ Tel 01840250202
www.wellingtonhotelboscastle.com
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The Beauty of Boscastle
Dumbfounded, I watch as
a young family of visitors
off-load a scooter, trike
and football, and then
ask the question ‘Where
is the beach? Is this the
sum total of their holiday
entertainment? If you have
the wisdom, patience and
imagination to look for it,
Boscastle has a wealth of
flora, fauna and history to
offer the senses of visitor
and residents alike. Allow
me to share it with you.
If aging or little legs
cannot
manage
the
Coastal Path to Tintagel
or Crackington Haven go
to the ‘Stitches’/Common
or the Harbour any day
and you will be provided
with entertainment in
abundance. In the sky,
high above you, the song
of the skylark trills as the
bird soars into the heavens,
becoming a speck almost
too difficult to see. Kestrels
hover, with gimlet eye,
their mewling offspring
urging them to return
laden with nourishment.

Buzzards,
strafed
by
seagulls and crows, provide
an aeronautics display, as
they hunt their next meal.
Doves make a noisy exit
from the trees, with an
unexpected clap of wings.
Warbling wrens pop in
and out of the hedges and,
as night descends on the
village, bats wheel around
the night sky.
On the ground, rabbits
tentatively creep from
hedgerows, with a wary
eye looking out for danger.
Snails drag their multistriped, mint humbug
homes slowly through
the undergrowth. Beetles

Napoleon Inn
Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250204
www.napoleoninn.co.uk

A delightful 16th century pub full of character
Delicious food using local ingredients
freshly cooked by our team of talented chefs
Real ales served straight from the barrel
LIVE MUSIC Every Friday Night

Traditional Cornish singing from the
BOSCASTLE BUOYS every Tuesday night
OPEN MIC NIGHT every other Monday

Large, safe beer garden Dogs on leads welcome

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR
CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
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scuttle into the grass,
hiding their iridescent
undersides beneath their
shiny, black overcoats.
In a myriad of colours,
emulating wild flowers in
blues, browns, yellows and
reds, butterflies, never still,
land for moments only on
paths and grasses. Elusive
crickets cavort about in the
grass. Whilst below in the
harbour, crabs are captured

by children’s cunning nets
and a seal’s head pops out
of the sea, to spy on us
White and pink striped
trumpets of convolvulus
and
sweet
smelling
honeysuckle wind through
the hedgerows, joined by
September’s juicy brambles
and purple, mouth-drying
sloes. Red campion and
pimpernel; yellow rattle
and yarrow (host to rust
coloured beetles); blue
vetch and speedwell; purple
knapweed and clover are
scattered over the fields
painterly, in a rainbow of
colours.
Enthusiastic
geology
groups visit Boscastle’s
cliffs regularly to study

the folded and contorted
stratum, embellished with
veins of quartz and shards
of mica, which form the
zig zag configuration that
fascinates and intrigues,
telling of past ages.

Cooling breezes may
sometimes carry the rural
scent of farms but more
often ‘essence of salt sea’ is
on the breeze. If proof were
needed of the pollutionfree air – breaths of which
can be like cool, chilled
wine - the many lichens
growing on gravestones
and bushes provide it.
Chill out; leave the
bikes, trikes and footballs
at home. Enjoy the beach,
but pack your binoculars
and literature on Birds,
Wild Flowers and Geology.
Search out the wealth of
experiences Boscastle has
to offer. Those moments
will stay with you forever.
GQ

Moira Hart’s
Fiendish Crossword
1

2

15

16

3

4

5

6

6

11

13

12

13

17

8

9

14

20

23

27

31

28

32

33

15

21

24

26

10

18

19

27

26

28

30

31

34

37

22

25

29

36

37

39

39

40

41

42

44

44

45

52

7

35

38

42

38

41

43

45

46

47

48

47

48

Across

Down

1 intense happiness

1 australian mammal

8 track

2 monastery

11 coil back

3 hair dye

12 innocent

4 possess

14 cheese

5 brazilian city

16 strong metal

6 annoyed

18 inscription of tombstone

7 skilled

19 woman’s name

8 shabby

20 door

9 overcome with anger

21 cut

10 auction item

23 negative

13 a perfect place

24 lettuce

15 communication device

25 wooded valley

17 wander

26 morning

20 period of time

27 cabbage

22 falcon

28 type of maple

24 electrode

29 smelling unpleasant

25 rush

30 bird shelter

27 small barrel

32 snub

29 penalty

34 laundry

31 eluded

36 female swan

32 mineral spring

37 exclamation

33 limb

38 automobile

35 table linen

39 grow old

41 cuckoo pint

40 face of a clock

42 musical instrument

43 greek letter

46 speak

44 colour

47 regarding

45 number

48 result

answers on page 17
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Pat’s Cookery Corner
Haddock Fishcakes other choice ingredients. It blend it too much as you
These are large fishcakes
(one each) that are easy to
prepare and make a filling
meal that looks good. For
this recipe, I use a mixture
of smoked and natural
haddock, as I personally
quite like the flavour of
smoked haddock but find
it a little too overpowering
on its own in a recipe like
this. However, you don’t
have to use smoked fish at
all if you’re not too keen
on it – in fact last night I
used a mixture of natural
unsmoked haddock and
a sea bass fillet left over
from our supper the night
before. Other alternatives
and combinations that
would work just as well
are fresh salmon mixed
with smoked salmon,
fresh mackerel mixed
with smoked mackerel, or
simply cod, or hake or even
sea trout.
To make these fishcakes,
firstly a small amount of
fish purée is made and this
forms the ‘glue’ that holds
the fishcakes together. The
rest of the fish is then diced
and mixed with the fish
purée. No breadcrumbs
are used, just fish and a few

is best to make these at least
2 hours before you intend
to cook them as the resting
time will help the fishcake
mixture stick together,
firm up and hold its shape.
You can serve the fishcakes
with wilted spinach and a
parsley sauce.
500g skinless boneless
unsmoked haddock fillet
1 large egg white
25ml double cream
200g skinless boneless
smoked (undyed)
haddock fillet
1 tablespoon creamed
horseradish
1 tablespoon chopped
fresh mixed soft herbs
(such as dill, parsley and
chives)
finely grated zest of 1
lemon
1 tablespoon rapeseed
oil, for pan-frying
sea salt and black
pepper
Roughly dice 150g of
the natural haddock and
place it in a blender with
the egg white. Blend until
smooth, lightly season
with salt and pepper and
then add the cream, pulseblending to mix (do not

need to keep the fish as
cold as possible).
Transfer the fish purée
to a mixing bowl. Dice the
rest of the natural haddock
and the smoked haddock
fairly small (about 1cm
dice), then add to the
fish purée along with the
creamed
horseradish,
herbs and lemon zest and
mix well, seasoning lightly
with a little more salt and
pepper.
Divide and shape the
mixture into four large
fishcakes – I use large metal
rings to help with the
shape, pressing the mixture
firmly into the rings.
Cover and refrigerate
for at least 2 hours or
overnight.
When you are ready to
cook the fishcakes, preheat
the oven to 180°C/Gas
Mark 4.
Line a baking tray with
parchment paper.
Heat the rapeseed oil in
a non-stick frying pan and

pan-fry the fishcakes over
a high heat for 3 minutes
on each side until golden
brown.
Transfer the fishcakes
to the prepared baking tray
and bake in the oven for
6–8 minutes.
In the meantime, melt
a knob of butter in a large
frying pan over a high heat.
Add some spinach with
seasoning, then cook until
wilted, about 2 minutes,
stirring frequently.
Transfer to a colander
and drain, gently pressing
out any excess liquid.
To serve, divide the
wilted spinach between
serving plates, followed
by a fishcake and a good
helping of parsley sauce.
Don’t forget a glass of
chilled white wine such
as Albarino, Muscadet,
Picpoul de Pinet or Pinot
Grigio, or if you’re feeling
really flush a minerally
Sauvignon Blanc like a
Sancerre is a good pairing
too.
Pat Thorne

HIGHFIELD MOTORS
Proprietor: F Luffarelli

Servicing, Repairs & Tyres at Highly
Competitive Prices for all cars,
motorcycles and vans
MOT’s Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7

Tel: 01840 212666
Highfield Road Industrial Estate
Camelford
PL32 9RA
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Answers to Crossword:

Across 1 euphoria 8 trail 11 rewind 12 innocent 14 opt 16 iron 18 epitaph
19 dora 20 entry 21 lop 23 nay 24 cos 25 dene 26 am 27 kale 28 acer
29 fetid 30 west 32 slight 34 washing 36 pen 37 oh 38 car
39 age 40 dial 43 pi 44 ecru 45 ten 46 utter 47 re 48 outcome

Down 1 echidna 2 priory 3 henna 4 own 5 rio 6 incensed 7 adept
8 tatty 9 apopleptic 10 lot 13 nirvana 15 phone 17 roam 20 eolithis
22 peregrine 24 cathode 25 dash 27 keg 29 fine 31 escaped 32 spa 33 leg
35 napery 41 arum 42 lute

North Cornwall Riding for the Disabled Group
FMPC concerns over
Formed in 1994, the Group
Group sessions are Beer Festival
is a registered charity being during term-time on While the Festival appears
run by Trustees and is a Mondays and Wednesdays to be going ahead,
member of the Governing and
most
Saturday concerns regarding its
Body, The Riding for afternoons and you can management has led the
the Disabled Association give as much or as little Parish Council to withdraw
incorporating
Carriage time as you can spare. If its approval. Responsibility
Driving. Its aim is to you’d like to know more for all aspects lies with the
provide opportunities for please give us a call and we organisers.
CR
therapy, achievement and can arrange for you to pop
fun for disabled children into a session and see what Playground Repairs
and adults in order to make we do. Contact Lakefield
Extensive repair work is
a real difference to their on 01840 213279
now being negotiated
lives. The Group is based
You can find out more with contractors to repair
at Lakefield Equestrian about the work of the
damaged
and
worn
Centre, Camelford.
Riding for the Disabled out equipment in the
We have over one charity at http://www.rda. children's play adjacent
hundred disabled riders org.uk/
the Football Ground.
each week and they come
The repair work will be
from all areas of North
carried out shortly but
Cornwall. The horses are
in the meantime, parents
specifically picked for
and children should be
their temperament and
aware that some of the
suitability and a range of
equipment is now unsafe.
sizes are required.
The Group session is
taken by a RDA/BHS
qualified instructor and
each horse is led by a
Leader who is responsible
for leading and controlling
the horse and two Side
Walkers, whose role is to
walk alongside the horse
and rider, helping them to
follow the instructions and
giving the rider confidence.
All this is carried out by
volunteers and we urgently
need
new
volunteer
leaders and side walkers
as the number of riders is
increasing. Don’t worry if
you don’t know anything
about horses, no previous
experience is required
and full training will be
provided. You will get out
of it the satisfaction that
you are helping a disabled Emma Goreham & Mark Yeomans invite you all to pop along to Boscastle Community
person to achieve a goal
Hall on Wednesday evenings from 6.30pm and join their club!
they thought they could
Everyone is welcome whether you have played before or not, they are a friendly bunch
never reach.
and it is always great fun!

Table Tennis Club
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Scott Mann, MP

I’m delighted that the
Conservative Party has
ushered Britain’s second
female Prime Minister into
Number 10. Of course
the qualities of the person
should be more important
than their gender, but I
nevertheless still welcome
this milestone in British
politics.
Theresa May, who is
state educated and has
been one of our longest
serving Home Secretaries,
will be a very good Prime
Minister. She is well known
in Whitehall for her steely
resolve and perseverance,
which will be vital tools
in negotiating a deal with
Brussels.

I know that people
will be concerned about
EU funding following the
referendum, and this was
top of my list when talking
with party leader candidates
about what they planned
for our country. Although
EU funding in Cornwall is
set to end by 2020 anyway,
all of Cornwall’s MPs
want to see a replacement
implemented which will
see less hoop-jumping.
We discussed it at
length in recent meetings
with the Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) and
Cornwall Council, with
the LEP also updating
us on its Growth Deal
3 project which will see
millions of pounds invested
in Cornwall by central
government until 2020.
Cornwall has already
secured £198m for Growth
Deals 1 and 2 which have
been implemented in the
last few years. These aim
to create 4,000 jobs and
6,000 new homes.
In June I went to Stepper
Point to meet with the
Coastwatch organisation
who monitor the Camel
Estuary. During the watch,

we observed kayakers, sail
boats and fishing vessels,
and the aim of the group is
to make sure that everyone
is kept safe.
They are looking for
volunteers to join the group,
and I cannot recommend it
enough for those who want
give something back to
the community and enjoy
the fantastic views on offer
from their office.
In Parliament I attended
the launch of the new All
Party Parliamentary Group
for
Entrepreneurship,
which links in with my
campaign to promote small
business and tourism.
I am also keen to
promote
women
in
enterprise as we have
some exceptional women
running small businesses
in North Cornwall, and
I’m confident that they
will inspire young school
leavers to do the same and
start their own enterprises.
The Federation for
Small
Businesses
has
launched a Women in
Enterprise campaign and
I have been championing
this in the Commons.

In July, we remembered
the sacrifice made to
restore democracy as we
paid tribute to the tens
of thousands of soldiers
who fell at the Battle of
the Somme - the bloodiest
battle in British military
history. The stories from
the trenches at that time
are truly shocking and
gives us all a reality check
on modern life today.
Parliament has returned
from its summer break to
continue the legislative
session with a new Prime
Minister, Government and
political landscape after
June’s historic referendum.
The summer recess has
allowed
the
public,
politicians, business sector
and media to take stock
and consider what a post
Brexit landscape will look
like.
Theresa May has been in
China representing Britain
on the world stage for the
first time in her new role,
with all eyes fixed on what
she and her Government
plan over the next crucial
months.
She is committed
to
maintaining
our

CORNISH STORES
VILLAGE SHOP
For all your Grocery and every day
essentials
Fresh fruit and vegetables daily
Fresh local meat
Hot pasties and drinks to takeaway
Open daily at 8.30am

THE BRIDGE, BOSCASTLE

01840 250344
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Scott Mann, MP
continued
strong relationships with
countries around the world
while also embracing new
opportunities on the back
of Brexit.
The Prime Minister
has reiterated Britain’s
role in the world as a
leading economic and
political power through
championing free trade
and close ties, while also
remaining resolute on her
vision of a fairer society for
the British people which
she laid out on the steps of
Downing Street.
North Cornwall has
a share in this vision
on both national and
international fronts, and
I will be highlighting and
championing this. The
Conservative Government
has already delivered for
North Cornwall, and over
the coming year, it will
continue to do so.
One of the most
exciting
opportunities
that now presents itself is
the reclaiming of Britain’s
territorial fishing waters. I
will be making ministers
aware that fishing and
farming should not be used
as bargaining chips in the
Brexit negotiations.
On the domestic front,
the
Government
has
laid out what it intends
to legislate for over the
coming year, from giving
communities a greater say
in the planning process,
to
giving
consumers
a
Universal
Service
Obligation for broadband,
to handing down more
power to local authorities,
to reforming the prison
system and child adoption
procedures.

In parallel, legislation
that we passed in the last
session will be coming
to fruition, from more
affordable houses to buy
for aspiring home owners
- including the self-build
agenda which I have
championed,
although
there is much work to do for
Cornish families. We must
also continue to tighten
controls on immigration
and implement welfare
reform.
Meanwhile, as the
moment
comes
ever
closer to trigger Article
50, the Government will
be drawing up its strategy
for withdrawal from the
EU while exploring future
opportunities that it will
bring.
Being able to regain our
seat on the World Trade
Organisation in a couple
of years’ time will allow us
to negotiate our own free
trade deals, which means
more opportunities will
be there for investment,
enterprise and trading for
North Cornwall and the
Duchy.
In the meantime, it’s
vital that we build closer
relationships with countries
around the world, and I
intend to fly the Cornish
flag and champion what it
has to offer.
From the Bills that
I will be voting on, to
holding the Government’s
feet to the fire on funding
for schools and local
government, to advertising
the constituency as a place
to invest and do business,
I will be speaking up for
North Cornwall and its
place in the world.

CENTRAL GARAGE
High Street, Delabole

Stuart Biddick
Tel: 01840 212388
Piano Tuner ~ Pianos for Sale
GOOD FURNITURE & ALADDIN’S CAVE
We Buy & Sell Second-hand Furniture
Especially Pine, Old & New

Open Monday - Friday noon - 4pm
Give us a visit - without obligation
You’ll be surprised what you’ll find!

NEED YOUR HOME MAINTAINING?

KINGSLEY UGLOW
Will undertake any interior or exterior work
on your house including:
Decorating - Plastering Tiling
Renovation Work - Carpentry - Masonry
Stonewalling - Cornish Hedging
Fence and Shed Building - Wooden Flooring
All work guaranteed to a high standard
Concrete bases and dwarf walls built for
conservatories

Phone: 01840 211054 Mobile: 07976 412374

SM
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Harbourmaster’s News

Very fine weather blessed
the raft race and the gig
regatta this year and both
events went down as
success. It is good to note
that so many locals and
visitors have had a chance
to enjoy and benefit from
the harbour which we all
know is one of the principal
assets within the village.
The Gig club took a lot of
photographs and their web
site is full of detail. The
water temperature in the
harbour peaked at about
18 degrees centigrade and
the sea off Boscastle around
17 centigrade which has
made for some enjoyable
swimming and on the
lovely days the water has
been clean and crystal clear

in the outer harbour. Warm
enough to leave the wet
suits off.
The fishing has been
unpredictable.
Plenty
of mackerel and horse
mackerel – known as scads
- have been caught but the
Pollack seem to have tailed
off and bass on lines have
been very infrequent. The
lobster catch traditionally
seems to diminish in
August and this year has
been no exception. With a
bit of bad weather forecast
as I write this note I have
moved my pots all closer
to the harbour and into
positions
where
they
are less likely to be lost.
During late August and
early September we have

been seeing some Bonito
(Tuna) which is pretty rare.
From time to time
people ask me if there are
rules governing where
fishermen can leave their
pots at sea and the general
reply to this is there are not.
The sea bed is not owned
by individuals as such
and there are no land (or
sea bed) registry numbers
delineating fishing plots
in our immediate area. Of

at Trevalga and around
Grower Rock and as the
season progresses I move
into Pentargon and at the
height try to work the
shallow water around the
Beeny Sisters and Buckator.
The biggest lobsters come
from the Beenys and on
the rocky scuds near to the
beach at Pentargon. As the
risk of bad weather increases
from mid-August onwards
I bring my equipment

bonito tuna
course there is a licensing
system and commercial
boats are registered and
there are restrictions on size
that can be landed and the
berried hens are returned
bonito tunato the water.
I have my own pattern
for potting which I have
developed over a period of
years and I tend to start
fishing under the cliffs

closer to home and keep
my fingers crossed that we
will not see massive ground
sea. In a bad year I can lose
all my pots but on average I
hope and like to see 75% of
the gear I put out in April
coming back in September.
Most of the boats are
out of the water during
September or October.
Chris Key
Harbourmaster

Boscastle Gallery
The Bridge, Boscastle
(01840) 250248
Paintings by local artists
A wide selection of prints & cards plus
an unusual mix of gifts and gadgets.
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Cornwall Councillor,
Glenton Brown writes:
Some of the subjects I
would briefly share with
you appear to me like
Hardy Annuals!

The
first
being
“devolution” and you
know my views about
this already. However the
councillors are having a
meeting in September to
discuss the subjects yet
again and to help present
the councils case to the
control government. Some
of the topics to discuss and
quite rightly are economic
development, employment
support allowances and
fuel poverty, business
rates, general power of
competence,
housing
and planning. It will be
interesting to see what
comes out of this meeting
to present the current
government after so much
talking of this subject and
as I referred in my last
article even back to 2002!
The next hardy annual
is further discussion on
the Cornwall plan, we
have had the parish plan
and the neighbourhood
plan is in progress and
now the Cornwall plan.
Again councillors are
being invited to discuss the
immerging Cornwall plan
with particular emphasis
planning, housing and
the environment. It goes
without saying that it is
important that we protect
our environment and we

need to stress the Cornwall
view point as to the number
of houses to be built as
this is still a problem with
housing numbers being
forced upon us but still
resulting in housing where
we don’t need it and not
enough where we do!
Council debated a
motion on this subject
at its last full meeting to
campaign for the removal
of business rates from
Public Conveniences as
more conveniences come
onto the parish and town
councils for management
and it adds a considerable
financial
burden
to
their budget. However
Cornwall Council say
that if this business rate is
removed from the public
conveniences
£276,000
will have to be found from
other sources and this
appears to be a sticking
point at this moment
in time. The chancellor
states he wishes to relax
positions but he has not yet
come back and confirmed,
and now we have a new
chancellor and even if the
original plan suggested it
wouldn’t be before 2018!
I end with a more
encouraging report on
Newquay Airport. This
season there are 17 routes
operating fully and the
performance is expected to
be in line with the proposed
budget
which
could
result in 50% increase in
passengers over the last
year. One other topic which
seems to be keep coming
through in emails to me
is the electoral reform of
Cornwall’s Councils seats.
There will be little change
in boundaries with regards

to the election in May 2017
but the bigger reduction of
seats for 2021 does look as
if the reduction may not
be as drastic as originally
suggested due to the very
scattered nature of our
county and the distances

some members would
have to cover to serve their
constituents satisfactory.
If I can be of any help
please contact me on 01840
770302 or gbrown@
cornwall.gov.uk.
GB

LOWER MEADOWS HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast in the Heart of Boscastle
A Family run B&B offering
quality, comfort and a relaxed
informal atmosphere
Paul and Jackie Stedman
Lower Meadows House
Boscastle
01840 250570

www.lowermeadows.co.uk
Facebook Lower Meadows House

Boscastle IT Services
•Microsoft certified & Apple authorised
computer technician
•PC/Mac sales & service, home or business
•Hardware repair, software troubleshooting
•Anti-virus/system maintenance
•WiFi/network consultancy & installation
•Website design & construction
•Tuition & training

Contact Tim Ferrett at :
boscastleit@gmail.com
TEL : 01840 250 106 MOB : 07976 046 810

Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016

Page 21

A Methodist Minister’s View
In early September the newspapers
carried the story of the canonisation
of Mother Teresa as a Saint by Pope
Francis in St. Peter’s Square in Rome.
Although the news item may not
have been noticed by a large number
of people it is in fact a unique story.
Not many generations of people have
witnessed the honouring of a person
in such as a way who has lived and
worked in their lifetime.
Teresa was born 26 August
1910 and died 5 September 1997.
She went to India in 1929 as a
Sister in the Loreto Order of Nuns
but felt the call to found a new
Order in 1950 which is known as
‘The Missionaries of Charity’ and
have their headquarter in Kolkata
(formerly Calcutta).
Because of
her work with children and others
experiencing poverty in Kolkata she
became known as the ‘Saint of the
Gutters’. Her work is well known
and talked of through the world and
in fact still continues through the
serving order of 4,000 members.
Although her work has been well
publicised it exemplifies many acts of
Christian serving, in many countries
across the world sometimes through
small organisations and also by larger
ones. I am for instance aware of a
secondary school in Exeter that has a
project in Malawi which it supports
practically with working parties
of students and financially as well.
Other projects of work to relieve
poverty and suffering across the
world are often supported financially
and with practical help from such
charities as Christian Aid, Tear fund
or Cafod as a partnership. All these
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ways are expressions of Christian
concern and fulfil the mission that
Jesus said was for him and his people.
One day in a synagogue he quoted
some words from the prophet Isaiah
saying that ‘he has chosen me (God)
to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind; to set free the oppressed’.
See Luke Chapter 4 verses 18-19 in
a Bible where the words quoted are
from Isaiah 61. Words first penned
some 2,700 years ago, quoted by
Jesus 2,000 years ago are through
21st Century organisations are having

practical expression today.
There is something quite
marvellous about the facts and
thoughts in the paragraphs above
which leave all of us with the challenge
to find our ways of responding to the
needs of our fellow human beings
in our global village – the world.
Many journalists have observed that
the world will only become more
peaceful as we tackle the underlying
issues of disadvantage, poverty and
oppression.
Every blessing in your pondering.

The combined parishes of Forrabury,
Minster, St Juliot, Lesnewth, Trevalga,
Tintagel, Trethevy, and Otterham
met together in July, at Otterham and
St Juliot Hall for a special Eucharistic
to say farewell to the Revd. Robert S
Thewsey and his family (Margaret,
Matthew and Rebecca).
Robert has served in these parishes
for the last 8 years and it is with
great sadness that he has decided to
move to pastures new. The parishes
all wished him well in his new role

as Rector of Shiplake with Dunsden
and Harpsden-cum-Bolney in the
Diocese of Oxford.
Special thanks were also given to
Roberts wife, Margaret, for all her
support to the local people in her role
as a Community Nurse.
The Thewsey family thanked
the gathered congregations, which
included Tresparrett Methodist
Chapel who had also come along to
say farewell, for all their gifts, good
wishes and support.

Bryan Ede

Joan Nicholls
1925 – 2016

With an Olympic emphasis
today we can surely say
Joan what a run - 91 years!
Martha Joan Nicholls,
born 17th Feb 1925, in, the
family believes in St Teath,
but she had definitely
moved to the Tintagel area
by 1927. Joan had two
sisters May and Ruth.
Joan left school at
14 and at this young
and tender age, helped
her mother with the
housekeeping duties of
cooking and caring for the
summer visitors. Also the
second World War was
raging and so Joan would
have been familiar with
the prisoners of war who
worked on local farms,
based at their centre at St
Teath. No doubt she would
have learned many stories

possibly of the home lives
of some of those prisoners
of war whilst working on
the farm.
Both her sisters learned
to drive, but not Joan, she
preferred Horse Power
alas, on one occasion, she
managed to tip over the old
horse and cart. It is difficult
now to picture the scene,
with probably the old
horse kicking about a bit in
an effort to stand again.
Joan worked indoors
and out helping her father,
who was a very well-known
and energetic farmer and
potato merchant. He
found her a tremendous
asset to his business.
How the times have
changed
from
Joan’s
childhood days, of a Sunday
for
instance,
Sunday

school and chapel in the
morning, Sunday school
in the afternoon, and then
the evening service, and
walking to it from Treven to
Tintagel. A strong believer,
Joan became a member
of Tintagel Methodist
Church at the age of 12.
Now I don’t think all
that childhood walking put
her off walking quite the
opposite, in fact I believe
Eric and Joan both enjoyed
the lovely walks around
Boscastle. What more it
even bore testimony to
her faith, for I noticed
many a times, and others
have said to me, observing
Joan’s brisk walking from
her home Wilmar down to
Boscastle chapel.
Joan also helped run
the chapel guild meetings
and other special efforts.
In addition to her chapel
activities, she enjoyed table
tennis, and was a member
of the WI, serving a term
as president.
Joan was a person who
exerted a great energy
and vigour into life; she
possessed an alert mind,
and was not afraid to share
her views and thoughts
with those she came into
contact with.
Way back in 1948, Eric
writes in his little book,
how his employer Jack
Grose and his wife Joyce
brought a young girl in
with them to Boscastle
Chapel Sunday School
Anniversary service. And
so 5 years later in January
1953 Eric and this young
girl, he and Joan were
married. They were blessed
with a son Stephen and
daughter Cynthia, and
then in due course the

children married and four
grandchildren eventually
arrived to further enrich
their lives.
It was a source of great
pride and accomplishment
that they were able to build
their own home, Wilmar,
in the early 1950’s when
everything was in such
short supply following the
war. This home provided
Joan with the opportunity
to do B&B for the next 3040 years, and something
both she and Eric enjoyed
very much, especially
meeting such a variety of
people from this country
and from overseas.
I began by thinking
about the Olympics in
Brazil, a country which
empresses that massive
statue of Christ with
outstretched
arms
of
welcome to all and millions
on TV. I end with the
words of Apostle Paul who
knew about sport, and
I think Joan would say
AMEN to his words:
“I have fought the
good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the
faith. Now there is in
store for me, the Crown of
Righteousness which the
Lord will award to me on
the Day.” Amen.
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We finished the year with
our school play based on
Alice in Wonderland. It
went very well with all of
the children performing
brilliantly. It is very
rewarding to see children
performing with such
confidence and enjoyment.
This year in particular we
had quite a number of
parents say to us that they
had never expected to see
their child centre stage and
enjoying themselves. My
thanks to my colleagues for
all of their work in helping
the children perform so
well and for making the
costumes and props that
give the children the best
experience that we can.
I have included some
photographs for your
enjoyment and there are
plenty more on the website.
We
finished
the
school year with our final
assembly at which we bade
a fond farewell to our Year
6 children. Year 6 have
been the first group to
benefit from our work on
Growth Mindset and have
developed in to a group
of resilient learners who
understand that mistakes
are all part of learning.
They leave us as mature
and confident young
people who are looking
forward to all the exciting
opportunities that will be

open to them at their new
schools.
As always we also said
farewell to some of our
parents who have often had
a long association with the
school. I would like to thank
them for their support over
the years be it through
attending parent evenings,
as governors or part of
the School Association or
lending expertise when we
have needed it. I would
particularly like to thank
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Carolyn Edwards for all of
her work as Chair of the
School Association and
for running Film Club for
us. Carolyn leaves us with
an active group of parents
keen to continue the social
and fund raising events
which make such a positive
contribution to our school.
As I write this the
summer holidays are
coming to an end and
having spoken to other
teachers who live near me,

we have all spent the last
couple of weeks preparing
and thinking about the new
school year. We all seem
to suffer from beginning
of the year anxieties
ranging from-Help! I can’t
remember how to teach to
how am I going to help my
children make the progress
the powers that be demand
of them? It would also
appear that many teachers
can’t eat breakfast on the
first morning but, as soon

as the children come in
to the classrooms on the
first day all is well with the
world again.
This year we will
welcome eight new children
into the Reception Class

and with 63 children will be
organised into three classes.
We will be participating in
the Wadebridge Bikelights
Festival in October and
are working on a couple
of other projects hopefully

involving parents and
children. I look forward to
reporting on these as the
year progresses.
Best wishes
S Duffy
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Boscastle WI
We
served
coffee,
cake
and lunchtime
snacks in the
Village Hall on
25th June and
the income was
shared between
the
Cornwall
Hospice
Care
and our own
W.I. The day was
a great success
and we were able
to give a large cheque to
the organisation.
How
uncomfortable
life would be without
Chairs! We can imagine
the first chair as being a
lump of wood or a stone.
If you visit the ‘Antique
Chairs and Museum’ at
Polson near Launceston
- as Boscastle WI did in
June – you will see how
‘Chairs’ have developed
over the centuries. ‘With
an exhibition of over 350
chairs in six showrooms,
the museum attempts
to portray some of the
changes over the past 400

Copyright photos courtesy David Flower

Boscastle WI Cornwall Hospice Care Charity Day
years’, so says the leaflet outside seating. Apart from is to enable all families to
written by Alice Brown, being a café, Charlie’s has have access to bereavement
the owner of the Museum. a small shop, selling beers, support when they needed
Boscastle WI found their wines and interesting food it. It is run by professionals
visit to the Museum items – their tea cakes are and trained volunteers who
interesting and informative plump and fresh and the give freely of their time.
and Alice as charming Italian pastry, filled with Their information sheet
as ever. (Alice arranges pistachio cream, delicious. explained that although
many of the Cornwall WI
‘Eaves dropping’ is ‘death is a normal part
musical events, which are not an activity to be of life, for a child it can
always greatly appreciated recommended, especially if be especially hard to
by the attendees.) The the listener is going to hear understand’. Their ‘one day
visit was concluded with a something unfavourable. workshops’ ‘use creative
trip to Lifton Farm Shop, Occasionally,
however, activities to enable children
where tea and cakes were ideas can be born from to tell their stories’.
consumed.
listening
into
other Remembering Day is one
In June, the Coffee- people’s
conversations of the activities - a time
Morningers
visited – as in the case of two to recall happy moments,
Charlie’s in Tintagel – with women who overheard which try to help the
a conversation about an children cope with grief
organisation that offered and loss.
bereavement support to
The Coffee-Morningers
young people and their met once again at Boscastle
families. They realised Farm Shop later in July,
that Cornwall was lacking always a favourite.
such an organisation - thus
Our August trip out
‘Penhaligon’s Friends’ was was to The Garden House,
created. Boscastle’s July Buckland Monachorum.
speaker, Diane Dingle, is a The weather was perfect
volunteer for ‘Penhaligon’s for walking around the
Friends’. She explained 10 acre site – sunny with
that the organisation’s aim a cooling breeze. The

Page 26 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016

Garden has everything for
the enthusiast - and not
so enthusiastic gardener.
Meandering paths take
you to all levels and hidden
corners of the garden.
The ‘summer garden’ was
full of perennials and
grasses with hot vibrant
colours. It is designed to
produce a colourful floral
display throughout the
summer and autumn. On
the edge of a tiny lake a
bright blue boat waited to
be rowed onto the water
and in a shady grove,
child-sized lichen covered
standing stones gave an
impression of timelessness.
I particularly liked the
‘walled garden’. Its mellow
stone walls were a perfect
backdrop for the ferns and
many named plants – the
coral red of Penstemon
- ‘Firebird’; the blue
Geranium – ‘Rozanne’; the
blood red Dahlia –‘Bishop
of Llandaff’; the purple
Gladioli ‘Flevo Focus’
and the pink and white
Japanese Anemones. The
many seats around the
garden allow you to sit and
admire the trees, shrubs

and vistas. In the restaurant
the food was all we could
wish for – cakes and cheese
scones with morning coffee
and a licenced menu at
lunchtime. A successful
day out and many thanks
to Michael Parsons for
driving us.
Ros
Thomas
will
encourage our ‘crafty–ness’
at our September meeting.
Should you be interested in
joining us at our meetings,
we are a friendly group. We
get together every second
Tuesday of the month in
the village hall at 2pm,
come along and get to
know us. You may even
know some of us already.
GQ

Marshgate WI
Once upon a time there
was a small but perfectly
formed WI in North
Cornwall and they invited
a very special lady to go
along to their July meeting
and keep them entertained
as they had heard very
interesting tales of her
skills. Her name was Jill
Lamede, and she is better
known as the Tintagel
storyteller, and she duly
turned up at Otterham &
St Juliot Hall with a basket
of strange things and two
small dogs, wearing a
multi-coloured coat that

MK Computers
♦♦ PC Upgrades and Repair
♦♦ Virus Removal and Protection
♦♦ Custom PC Builds
♦♦ Networking
♦♦ Websites
♦♦ Spares

Web: http://www.mk-computers.co.uk
E-Mail: hardware@mk-computers.co.uk
Mobile: 07780910578

can only be described
as epic and a fascinating
dragon brooch.
Now this lady had her
own way of doing things,
and this was to go around
the room and select a
Marshgate WI member
at random, asking her
to choose an item from
the basket, which was
filled with toys, flowers,
ornaments and all sorts.
Whatever the member
chose, Jill proceeded to tell
a story. Some were funny
and some were silly, but
none were really sad and
the members had a great
evening and smiled and
clapped an awful lot.
Sadly the evening had
to come to an end, and
the members thanked Jill
warmly and wished her the
best as she gathered up her
dogs and basket and left to
seek her fortune. And I’m
sure lived happily ever after
with her cute little dogs
and her dragon brooch.
Marshgate
WI
members were keeping a
weather eye on the climate
as their August meeting
approached, and it was
a gloomy eye. They had
planned a garden tea party
in the lovely gardens of a
member…with the chance
to eyeball all her design
and planting ideas…but
the forecast promised
rain so the idea had to be
abandoned.
Members still got some
yummy cakes, provided
by the committee, but the
meeting was moved back
to their usual stamping
ground at Otterham & St
Juliot Hall, where the tea
party was turned into a
games and social evening.

Far more chatting got done
than game playing, but it
was thoroughly enjoyed by
the members and by three
visitors who came along.
Clive Blake is wellversed, if you’ll excuse
the pun, in keeping an
audience in the palm of his
hand. Armed with stuffed
toys, silly hats, goggles,
flippers and other items
from his “dressing-up box”
he makes his poetry into
a three-dimensional art
form.
When he arrived at
Otterham & St Juliot Hall,
Marshgate WI members
were well primed for
an evening of fun and
rhymes, as they have seen
performance poet Clive
strut his stuff before, and
he did not disappoint
them. helped by his wife
Stephanie he delivered a
number of his works in his
own inimitable style to a
rapt audience.
Clive takes simple
subjects: a sleeping child,
wildlife, a deceased uncle,
his own reflection in the
mirror, and brings his
own unique viewpoint
and sense of humour to
them. It is easy to make
the comparison with
nationally known poetess
Pam Ayres, as they have the
same ability to make art
from everyday situations
and deliver it with a
delicious local accent. His
illustrated book Points and
Points of View was on sale
afterwards.
Our website is at www.
marshgatewi.org.uk and
you can also find us on
Facebook.
Wendy Trevennor,
Secretary
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The summer has, once
again, drawn to an end
but happily we still have
loyal visitors who recognise
the ongoing charm and
excitement of our county.
Cornwall has much to
offer the traveller and,
just as there was a wealth
of traditional festivals
to experience in the
summer, the autumn also
has treasures to uncover.
Walkers know the richness
of our coastline and
moorlands after summer
has left us, but there is also
a feast for lovers of The
Arts. The good news for the
ardent Bookworm is that
this corner of Cornwall is
host to several local literary
festivals!

North Cornwall Book
Festival
The 2016 Festival will
once again straddle the
Cornish and up-country
half term weeks, running
from October 21-23 at St
Endellion. The festival is
an ever so slightly eccentric
three-day feast of books,
writing and word-related
pleasures, including talks,
discussions,
workshops
and music for all ages and
tastes. It is also apparently
a dog friendly affair which

is a bit of rarity at literary
festivals.
The inaugural event
took place in 2013 driven
by author and festival
Chairman, Patrick Gale.
Mr. Gale is a major driving
force behind advancing
the Cornish literary scene.
As well as being a patron
of
Penzance
Literary
Festival he is also a director
of the Charles Causley
Trust which organises the
Charles Causley Festival.

Falmouth Book
Festival
The Falmouth Bookseller
organises the Falmouth
Book Festival in October
each year. Venues are
Falmouth
Bookseller,
Dolly’s Tea Room and
Wine Bar and The Poly.

Looe Literary Festival
This is advertised as
‘Cornish hospitality and
a breath of fresh Cornish
sea air”. Looe has invited
world renowned authors,
poets and creative thinkers
to give talks. The historic
twin towns of East and
West Looe hosts this
amazing event and locals,
Richard Madeley and
Judy Finnigan are patrons.
The event attracts notable

authors from the locality
and further afield. Richard
Madeley warns you to:
“Read, eat, drink, and be
merry. And make sure you
have a torch by your bed
because some of the books
celebrated here will have
you turning the pages long
into the night.”. 10th-13th
November

St Ives September
Festival
This was started in 1978
and whilst an arts, rather
than a dedicated literature
festival, The St Ives
September Festival has a
strong literary stream. It
takes place over 2 weeks and
it features over 200 events
with music, exhibitions,
walks, talks, workshops,
films, comedy, theatre,
plays, stories and poetry all
a part of the mix. This year
it will be held from 10th
to 24th September 2016
All of the above events
have websites you can visit
which display full details.
However, before you do,
why not come with me
in to The Reading Room
once more to see what

the bookworms have been
talking about this time?

THE RELUCTANT
FUNDAMENTALIST
by MOHSIN HAMID
Mohsin Hamid was born in
1971 in Lahore, Pakistan,
and moved to the US at
the age of 18 to study at
Princeton University and
Harvard Law School.
He began work as a
management consultant
in New York, and later as a
freelance journalist back in
Lahore. Then his first novel,
Moth Smoke, published
in 2000, launched his
literary
career.
The
Reluctant Fundamentalist
is his second novel, and
it was published in 2007
becoming a million-copy
international best seller.
It was shortlisted for the
Man Booker Prize, won
several awards including
the Anisfield-Wolf Book
Award and the Asian
American Literary Award,
and was translated into
over 25 languages. The
Guardian selected it as one
of the books that defined
the decade.

Adrian & Staff welcome you to the

Cobweb Inn
BOSCASTLE, CORNWALL

FREE HOUSE  REAL ALES  BAR SNACKS 
 FAMILY ROOM  RESTAURANT  SUNDAY CARVERY 
Lunch 12.00pm-2.30pm ~ Evening 6.00pm-9.00pm

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY NIGHTS, TILL MIDNIGHT
24th Sept: Pop Cornwall
1st Oct: Feedback
8th Oct: Tankslappers
15th Oct: The Bubble
22nd Oct: Hightide
5th Nov: Silverback

12th Nov: Citizen Smith
19h Nov: Strangebrood
26th Nov: Renegade
3rd Dec: Dusk at Dawn’s
10th Dec: Pop Cornwall
17th Dec: The Prevention

Tel: (01840) 250278
www.cobwebinn.com
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The novel is narrated
by a young Pakistani
man named Changez.
Changez happens upon
the American in Lahore,
invites him to tea in a
cafe and tells him the
story of his life in the
months just before and
after the 9/11 attacks.
That monologue is the
substance of Hamid’s
elegant and chilling little
novel.
We learn that Changez is
a highly educated Pakistani
who worked as a financial
analyst for a prestigious
firm in New York. But after
a disastrous love affair and
the September 11 attacks,
his western life collapses
and he returns disillusioned
and alienated to Pakistan.
The bookworms were
greatly affected by this
book. They found it very
thought provoking and
of significant relevance
today. It had a clever style
of narrative that drew the
reader in. It was a tension
builder because it was
difficult to predict where
the story was going. It
was a real page-turner. It
enlightened you about the
way some people feel about
America and it was not
so much about religion as
about cultural differences.
One bookworm wondered
why so much was being
made of the differences
between Pakistan and
America when it was the
British that were involved
in the partitioning. All
the bookworms found
the book refreshingly
different. The writing was

continued

beautiful and the author’s
words created powerful
images. He managed to
slip in such well written
details and descriptions.
Although the topic was of a
violent nature, the writing
was quite gentle. Some of
the bookworms failed to
understand the point of
Chanchez girlfriend, Erica,
in the book and many of
them wished the ending
had been more decisive but
it was agreed that it had
been a good read.
Storyline: 7.5
Quality of writing: 8.5

US by DAVID
NICHOLLS
David Nicholls was born
in 1966 in Hampshire
and attended Toynbee
Comprehensive
School
followed by Barton Peveril
Sixth Form College. e
graduated
from
the
University of Bristol having
studied English Literature
and Drama. Initially, he
worked as an actor and as a
screenwriter but then shot
to fame as the author of
One Day in 2009. He then
pursued his novel writing
career. He is married to
Hanna. They have two
children.
He wrote for five years
after the huge success of
‘One Day’ to produce the
next big seller ‘Us’.
‘Us’ was published in
2014 and it won Nichols
the Specsavers ‘UK Author
of the Year’ award. It was
also long-listed for the
2014 Man Booker Prize.
The central character,
Douglas
Petersen,
is
horrified when his wife,

Connie, announces that
she will be leaving him as
soon as their only son leaves
home. He resolves to turn
their last family holiday
into the trip of a lifetime:
one that will draw the
three of them closer, and
win the respect of his son.
One that will make Connie
fall in love with him all
over again. The hotels are
booked, the tickets bought,
the itinerary planned
and printed. What could
possibly go wrong?
The bookworms had
high expectations of this
book since most of us had
enjoyed his previous best
seller ‘One Day’. This book
has had good reviews and
appeared to be generally
thought of as a worthy
book.
The bookworms felt
Nicholls does write very
well and his very long
descriptions were worth
persevering with as they
really did work. It was a
very unusual story line
and it was interesting to
follow the dynamics of the
father / son relationship.
The bookworms thought
the section about the death
of his daughter was very
perceptively written.
The main character
seemed to be a very
perceptive
man
who

T

recognised
his
short
comings
but
seemed
unable to do anything
about them. The characters
all seemed very plausible
but one bookworm felt
the amicable approach to
the wife leaving seemed
unrealistic and pure fantasy.
Another bookworm found
the husband’s character
dull and infuriating, whilst
another felt the wife just
needed to grow up!
There was undoubtedly
disappointment,
in
the book, amongst the
bookworms. Some thought
the story was ‘pedestrian’.
It was felt’ the heart attack’
seemed a contrived twist
to the plot and rather
farfetched. It was a clumsy
culmination to the story
in an attempt to resolve
the father/son issues.Most
bookworms acknowledged
the writing skills of Nicholls
but were, nonetheless, left
underwhelmed by this
book.
Storyline: 6.0
Quality of writing: 6.5

A YEAR OF
MARVELLOUS
WAYS by SARA
WINMAN
Sarah Winman is not only
an author but also a British
actress (you may have
spotted her in Holby City
in 2010 as Charlie’s new
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girlfriend!). In 2011 her
debut novel’ When God
Was a Rabbit’ became an
international bestseller and
won her several awards
including New Writer of
the Year in the Galaxy
National Book Awards.
For 23 years she was
a self-employed artist
appearing on shows like
Midsomer
Murders,
Holby City and The Bill.
Sarah Winman is now
also a published novelist.
She only began writing
fiction about five years
ago. Prior to that, she
had written more scriptbased things. She escapes
to Cornwall whenever she
needs peace or she needs to
focus on her writing.
She said in an interview
for Waterstone’s Book
shop in Truro:
‘I am very fortunate that
my mum still maintains
my grandparent’s home
in Looe - Looe being the
Cornish setting for ‘When
God Was A Rabbit’. The
inspiration for Marvellous
came from a beautiful
tidal creek off the Carrick
Roads in Falmouth called
St Just-in-Roseland. Nine

continued

years ago, when I first
went there, I saw this
small boathouse opposite
a church and wondered
who would live there.
Four years ago, I asked
myself the same question.
But this time I gave
myself an answer: a man
who was afraid of water
and who didn’t believe
in God. Although St
Just was the inspiration,
I have fictionalised the
creek and the surrounding
areas to give myself more
freedom in the storytelling.
I researched a lot in
Cornwall, at The Cornwall
Records Office and Royal
Cornwall Museum, as
well as spending much
time in the creek itself.
These Cornish books were
of particular importance
too: A.L Rowse: A
Cornish Childhood. Fred
Majdalany: The Red Rocks
of Eddystone. J Henry
Harris: Our Cove. And
Claude Berry: County
Cornwall.
My
grandparents
moved to Cornwall when
I was 4. It is the county
I am most familiar
with, the county I have a

THE
HARBOUR
LIGHT
We are approved stockists of famous brand names
including PACHAMAMA, DEAL, LAZY JACKS, NOMADS
We stock Ladies’, Men’s and Children’s Clothing
Come and Browse, we’d be delighted to see you

tel: 01840 250374
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genuine and longstanding
connection with. This is
where I turn to when I
wish to write about nature.
Such familiarity gives me
the joy and freedom to
write knowingly about the
land - about the texture of
light, or about the sea, or
about the seasons. The fact
that Cornwall and I met
in childhood is significant,
since it allows me to coat
my memories with the
golden light of nostalgia!’
The
bookworms
thought this book, A Year
of Marvellous Ways’, was
rather like MARMITE!
Some loved it whilst others
hated it!
Those bookworms who
really enjoyed this book
found they were totally
drawn in from the start.
By page 25 the description
of the experience of deep
loss and how it endures
after years and years was
exact and it reduced
one bookworm to tears.
These bookworms felt the
writing was beautifully
descriptive and created
strong images of the place
and atmosphere there. The
characters were so well
crafted that they could
identify with them and
they felt they knew them.
It was considered that
the lack of speech marks
befitted the simplicity of
the lives of the characters.
The story definitely echoed
the Cornwall of that
era, when many people
regarded as ‘free spirits’
were drawn here to pursue
a life more in tune with
nature.
On the other hand
some bookworms found

it too whimsical and they
felt it dragged on a bit
too much. They felt no
insight was given to the
characters and they did not
become involved with any
of them. One bookworm
thought
perhaps
the
lack of traditional family
structures
made
the
characters seem isolated.
These bookworms found it
very difficult to get into the
book. It appeared to be a
series of dream sequences.
The lack of speech marks
was confusing and the
book was too complicated.
Some felt it was trivial
and irritating. Another
bookworm felt the author
referred
to
Cornish
references far too much
and every character seemed
eccentric and linked to a
Cornish stereotype. It was
known that the author
did much research for this
book and one bookworm
suggested that she perhaps
then felt compelled to
include all the resulting
material.
It really is a matter
of taste but we felt it is
probably worth nibbling at
it to see what you think...a
bit like marmite!
Storyline: 6.5
Quality of writing: 6.5
Thank you for joining
us in The Reading Room. If
you would like to meet us
in the real Reading Room
why not call me on 01840
250661. New bookworms
always welcome!!
Until we next meet ....
keep reading!
Yours truly
The Keeper of the Key

Funny Names Parents Call Their Children
A recent Mumsnet survey
revealed that one-fifth of
parents regret the names
they give their children. The
chief complaint is that they
are “too common.” What
can I say about that? Who
on earth are we to talk? My
husband Christopher Robin
(is saying his prayers) and
I, Phyllis Ann (Filosan)
“fortifies the over-40s.” We
can hardly afford to sneer
without laying ourselves
open to comment. Who
are we to criticise the
names parents choose for
their descendents? Fashion
changes, of course, and a
variety of nomenclatures
(ooh!) become popular,
and then seem to vanish.
Whatever names I choose
to quote, someone will take
offence.
Xerxes, Xander … one
could probably continue
with the x’s not that I can
at the moment. Xanthippe,
Zebedee, Yvonne, Violet,
Ulysses, Rupert, Quentin,
Maurice, Nancy, Lionel,
Horace, Frederick, Godfrey,
Enoch, Donald, Barney,
Algernon. I just thought
I’d try it backwards to start
with.
Even (why do I say
even?) dogs can, according
to a report published in a

national daily newspaper
today, work out the tone and
meaning of language used
by their owners. The study
reveals that dogs use the left
hemisphere of their brain
to process the meanings of
words and the right side to
work out the intonation,
exactly the same way
humans process language.
So, that has clarified for you
pondering the matter.
Does this suggest that
one could use the most
obscure insulting vocabulary
in a flattering tone and
be believed to be paying
compliments? Could you
find some obscure pleasure
in compiling a list of more
or less vulgar terminology
in a language you know
your companion to be
unfamiliar with and using
he words to intersperse in
your conversation as if you
are paying compliments?
I think the distinct
danger here is that you
could unwittingly encounter
a conversational companion
a good deal better informed
than yourself and rapidly
picks up on the smart aleck
trick and starts paying you
back in kind. Of course, if
you do not realise what is
happening, why would it
matter and how could you

find out unless you were
accompanied on all social
occasions by a linguistic
scholar you cannot avoid
falling into the traps you
have unknowingly laid for
yourself? I think on the
whole I’ll keep relatively
quiet and confine myself
to my usual range of
pretty non-intellectual and
unsubtle cracks.
Then my friends will
see nothing unusual in my
behaviour. It is entirely
expected today, having
discarded a large pile of daily
papers, to have discovered
names which were once
popular but now faded
from use, then returned in
triumph. It appears that
Amelia and Oliver, for a

girl and boy respectively
(for those easily confused)
are currently fashionable,
rather
than
Baldrick.
However in our close
acquaintanceship are Apollo
and Artemis, Rocco, Axel
and Buster, as well as the
newly-minted Chardonnay,
Phoenix, Wren, Honey,
Poppy, Calypso and Eden.
My tip: give your kids
something innocuous to
fall back on, especially if
linked to good old Cornish
names like Uglow and
Uren. My partner still
remembers his first firm of
solicitors: Vanderpump and
Wellbeloved and Wellesley
Smith and Company, which
he carolled as he reeled home
from the pub every night. I
feel relatively luck to have
escaped with Phyllis Ann.
AR

Minor Injuries Units
Many people go to Accident and Emergency (A&E)
with minor injuries, when they could be treated much
more quickly at a MIU. In A&E staff must give priority
to serious & life-threatening conditions, so if you go
with a minor injury, you may have to wait a long time
to be seen. If your injury is not serious, it’s usually better
to go to a local MIU. They are located in community
hospitals and are run by highly skilled specialist nurses.
You do not need an appointment to visit a MIU.
MIUs treat a range of minor conditions, which have
occurred during the previous 48 hours, including:
•

Sprains, strains, muscle or joint injury

•

Broken bones

•

Wound infections

•

Minor burns, scalds, sunburn

•

Minor head injuries (where the person has not been
unconscious)

•

Cuts, grazes and wounds

•

Insect and animal bites, unexplained rashes

•

Emergency contraception

•

Minor eye injuries or infections

•

Minor injuries to the back, shoulder and chest.

If you are not sure whether your injury can be treated
in a Minor Injuries Unit, phone your local unit (contact
details on page 40) or call the NHS on 111.
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Minster Community Fellowship – 2016
Since the last edition of
Blowhole we have held two
fund-raising concerts, both
at Minster Church. Both
were enjoyed by a large
number of people so a
big thank you to everyone
who came and supported
our fund-raising efforts
and hopefully had a very
enjoyable evening.
In July we were delighted
to receive a donation of
£100 from Steve Sweet
and Jess McCormick, the
new owners of Cory’s Cott.
This was given to Sue and
David Scott during the sale
process for them to give to
a charity of their choice so
thank you very much Sue
and David for choosing
MCF.
As I am sure you all
know that the Primary
School Duck Race Day was
rather a washout, suitable
weather for ducks but not
for people and the MCF
merchandise which was
on sale so please do check
out our website. There you
will also find twenty two of
Raymund Rogers drawings
and paintings for which we
will accept any reasonable
offer, please contact Garry
or Liz on 01840 250466.

In August I attended
the Quiz Night at the
Wellington Hotel and was
delighted to be presented
with a cheque for £700
and equally delighted that
MCF are going to be a
beneficiary again during
this current year of Quiz
Nights. We would like to
express our sincere thanks
to Jon Scott and all the
staff for choosing MCF
and also for making these
such enjoyable evenings.
I had hoped to be able
to give you some more
news about the windows
project but at the time of
writing this article, with
Revd. Robert Thewsey’s
departure, the Church
is currently in a state of
flux in Boscastle. Robert
was a great advocate for
the windows project on
behalf of the Church and
a great supporter of MCF’s
aims. We wish him all the
best in his new position.
Information boards about
the windows replacement
project (designed and
made by Malcolm Baker)
are now in place at Minster.
They are very informative
and will hopefully help
to increase donations and
encourage people to buy

a window or part of a
window.
The Churchyard at
Minster is not the easiest of
locations to garden in so if
you would like to help with
future “gardening” events
in the Churchyard then
Andy Humphries at The
Old Forge Gallery would
love to hear from you. He
can also be contacted by
phone (01840 250588) or
email theoldforgegallery@
yahoo.co.uk.
Our Spring/Summer
cards based on original
artwork by Kirsty Hosking
and Noemi Martinez
Navarro are still for sale.
These can be purchased
from various outlets around
the village: Cornish Stores,
The Farm Shop, Picture
Parlour and Sue Scott.
They are also available to
purchase on our website
or from Liz and Garry at
Forrabury House, phone
01840 250466.
See below for our
contact details; if you
would like to assist in any
way we would love to hear
from you and we can be
contacted via our website
or by phone.
LB

Minster Concert:
Fossie Malavialle
It was a select group of
around 80 who turned up
to Minster on the 24th June
to listen to French born
singer and raconteuse,
Flossie Malavialle.
Though
born
in
France, Flossie has lived in
Yorkshire and is now based

in Durham, so her accent
is amusing mix of French,
Geordie and Yorkshire. Her
singing was interspersed
with her gentle and
amusing banter showing
a keen political awareness
as well as her previous
career as an English teacher
in France. Her teasing
take on the previous day’s
referendum vote was
particularly amusing.
The hybrid accent
disappeared though when
Flossie sang, replaced with
a strong, crystalline voice
that filled Minster without
the need for any electronic
assistance
With huge energy and
sensitivity she took us
through a range of classics
by among others, Paul
McCartney, .ABBA, Tom
Waits, The McGarrigles
and Jimmy McCarthy. Her
performance of Suzanne
Vega’s “Luka” was especially
poignant.
But for many, it was
Flossie’s rendition of classic
French ballads that really
shone through – Piaf ’s
“Padam,
Padam”,the
driven lyrics of Brel’s
“Port de Amsterdam”, his
haunting “Ne me quitte
pas” and, as a finale, the
triumphal Piaf anthem “Je
ne regrette rein.”
The evening ended
as the midsummer light
began to fade, the path
from the church lit by the
now traditional row of
tealights all the way to the
gate. An atmospheric end
to a memorable evening.
Heartfelt thanks to
all who came to support

Liz Benson: 01840 250466
Website: www.minstercommunityfellowship.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/minsterchurchboscastle
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Minster Community Fellowship continued

Minster and to those
who helped with the
organisation, selling tickets
and making this another
special night.
Malcolm Baker

Minster Church
comes Alive!!
Minster
Church
was
bursting with people and
music once again on Sat,
27 August for the return
of Chris Bannister singing
the music of John Denver.
“Awesome”,
“Amazing”,
“Beautiful setting” “the
acoustics are just perfect”
- the praise has been
sensational as visitors
(from Bath, Liverpool,
Camborne and beyond)
and lovers of Minster
expressed their thanks for
yet another truly special
evening.
Our
Minster
Community
Fellowship
(MCF) committee held
this fund-raising concert
for much needed funds to
maintain and upgrade the
church facilities - toilets,
parking, heating and now
more pressingly helping
the PCC with the costs of
replacing the deteriorating
windows.
Chris
Bannister
returned (he played here
at Easter in 2015) to wow
the crowd with the songs
of John Denver. He said “It
is absolutely brilliant to be
back and it is amazing to
think that this evening will
help keep this beautiful
church going. This has to be
my favourite venue EVER.”
What a compliment from
a renowned musician
who is flown annually

to Colorado by the John
Denver memorial team to
celebrate John’s work.
For those who have
not seen Chris Bannister
perform before they may
not have noticed this
unassuming man dressed
in jeans, waistcoat and
bandanna. He opened
the sell-out concert with
a medley of John Denver
songs to give everyone a
taste of what they were
going to hear.
Chris’
emotional
performance of “Mr Bo
Jangles” brought a tear
to the eye. But it was
“Grandma’s Featherbed”
that soon had the crowd
tapping their feet and
swaying in the pews,
laughing and clapping
to this classic Denver
favourite.
Chris is not a tribute
performer but a singer and
musician. He sang one
of his own compositions,
“If there’s ever a time”, a
heart-rending love song
that stirred the soul.
Chris added that John
Denver was a brilliant
song writer with many
songs written like poetry
affecting us all on different
levels. He explained how
John Denver had lived in
much conflict as although
he liked to perform and
sing live, it took him away
from his home life which
he missed dreadfully.
To bring the first half of
the concert to a close and
encourage spirits to soar
“Rocky Mountain High”
was sung bringing everyone
back to earlier days and
emotions of 1972.

Bill
Congdon,
a
member of the audience,
said “he is such a talented
man, he’s fantastic...infact
brilliant.”
After a short interval
of Raffle and more
refreshment
purchases,
Chris returned with songs
such as “A song for nonbelievers”, and “Love of
the Common people”. His
rendition of “The eagle and
the hawk”sung acapello,
stunned the audience and
sent tingles down their
spines. This was met with
rapturous applause.
“Back home again”
was the next song to have
people swaying in the pews
as Chris encouraged them
to sing along.
It was evident that
Chris Bannister is highly
professional at his craft. He
explained he likes to sing
and play acoustic guitar
because he understands
everyone just likes to hear
the music as it is.
Chris went on to sing
“Perhaps Love” a beautiful
track that was originally
sung as a duet by John
Denver
and
Placido
Domingo.
In
thanks
Chris
dedicated “Stars” to his
wife Sarah who among
many other things expertly
sound engineered his
performance.
The applause continued
with a further medley of
songs and then everyone
held their breath as Chris
sang the much awaited
“Annie’s Song.” There
were not many dry eyes
left in this picturesque and
acoustically perfect venue.
By the time “Country

Roads”
was
being
performed the audience
were dancing in the aisles.
The
audience
demanded an encore and
Chris obliged with the
much loved “Leaving on a
jet plane.” There were lots
of smiles and damp eyes
from this truly emotional
evening.
Anita Symons, member
of the Minster Community
Fellowship (MCF) said
“What a fantastic magical
evening we’ve enjoyed.
From this evening’s concert
we are on the way to raising
a further £1200 for the
ongoing maintenance and
joint project with the PCC
for the renovations of the
windows.”
By the time this
article is printed, Minster
Church will have hosted
two weddings this year,
two concerts, a story
telling event for our
village primary school
children and much more.
It’s brilliant that our little
valley church is having so
many visitors, but we do
need to maintain it and
can only do that with your
continued support please.
In order to complete the
current urgent renovations
the Minster Community
Fellowship (MCF) and
PCC have devised a
pay-by-pane plan for
replacing all the existing
windows with new glass
and framing. For people
wishing to help or find out
more please contact MCF
(contact details on previous
page)page or Bob Clarke
of the PCC. All donations
gratefully received.
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The Best Job I Ever Had
I chose to return to
Cornwall in 1973 after
years in rather unfulfilling
jobs in London and its
fringes. I could not have
chosen a worse time,
dumping a professional
career of sorts, when the
Arab-Israeli conflict had
just sent the price of petrol
sky-high, unemployment
was rocketing and banks
were panicking, calling in
loans so bankrupting many
small firms.
However – the lure of
buying my own first little
home was overwhelming.
In my naivety I imagined
anyone would be glad
to lend an unemployed
vagrant such as myself the
wherewithal to complete
purchase. In fact, dear
Frank Odgers, managers of
Barclays, Newquay, known
to all as “the farmer’s
friend,” did.
Which
required repayment, of
course.
Blithely I strode into
the Unemployment Office
in St Austell, prepared to
tackle anything. Yes, they
said, there’s a vacancy for
a postman, in Camelford,
covering
Trebarwith,
Treven and Treknow, hours

0545 to 1145 Monday to
Saturday.
Of the six area posties,
one had retired, so I was
duly introduced to Nelson
Lord, postmaster, who
issued me with an armband
and a Morris 1000 red post
office van. Surprisingly, in
those days posties preferred
to walk rather than ride,
the two “country” routes,
of about 40 miles each,
were unpopular, as you
couldn’t drop in to see the
missus for half an hour.
Training was sitting by
Nellie. Day One Ronson
drove, I watched. Day
Two I drove, he did the
deliveries and pickups.
Day Three he watched,
I did the lot. The only
complication was learning
the sequence of thirty
six keys (unnumbered,
different shapes) that
opened the post boxes.
He also advised carrying a
stout stick for dealing with
one or two recalcitrant
pooches on the way. I
swear one couple never got
mail, the dog ate the lot.
Posties always know
what’s going on, we
delivered mail to where
people actually lived, a

ANDREW LEEDS CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND STOVE INSTALLATIONS
Tel: 01840 250114

• Vacuum & Brush                   
- no mess
• Servicing & Repairs
• Cowls & Bird guards
• 20 mile radius
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• Stove Installations
• Flue lining
• HETAS certification

surprise to at least one
gentleman who had moved
in with his lady friend.
People appreciate what
you do, who you are, as a
Postie. You deliver mail,
a useful and necessary
function. You meet and
talk to everyone.
You
(illegally) deliver local
parcels and prescriptions.
In recognition, you drink
a lot of tea and get offered
jam sandwiches.
You are also the only
person some see day
long. Early one morning
a hoarse gentleman urged
me to help him scour the
beach at Trebarwith, as
a body had been spotted
floating offshore. I confess
to groaning inwardly,
inevitable
conversations
with rescue services and
police after we recovered
the corpse.
And at a
distance, that’s what it
seemed. Fortunately, as
we waded out, it turned
out to be a pig, sad but not
perhaps as sad as it might
have been.
I loved my job, respected
and liked my colleagues
who gave as much help as
needed and then trusted
you to get on with it. It
may be a working class
thing, but your mates are

on your side. I had worked
so long in local government
and various colleges I knew
this was a rare privilege.
Two at least of my
friends became posties,
one after a high pressure
job at British Aerospace.
Despite his obvious talent,
he refused promotion.
The job carries enough
variety and challenge to
remain interesting without
becoming stressful. And
in those days, though the
pay was small, it carried an
index linked pension. Ah,
my darlings, something
most now can only dream
of.
It had, of course, a
downside, my mortgage
was (by 1970s standards)
crippling, and I needed a
professional salary so, with
infinite regret, I took a post
at a ghastly comprehensive
in Plymouth where the
headmaster insisted I wear
a tie.
There was a freedom,
alone in your van driving
along green lanes as dawn
broke over the sea. Like
the boy in the poem I still
recall the blue remembered
hills, “The happy highways
where I went/And cannot
come again.”
CR

Oakwood Building
DANIEL ROOTS

CONSTRUCTION
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National Adoption Week
As National Adoption
Week kicks off next
-23rd
month
(17th
October), Families for
Children are once again
appealing to those who
have ever thought about
adoption in Cornwall not
to hold back, and possibly
consider opening their
hearts to an older child,
sibling group or those
with extra needs. We are
also looking for those
families who may consider
fostering to adopt – a
new service we provide
in placing babies and
very young children with
adoptive parents.

There are a lot of myths
still surrounding adoption
and we are urging people
to come and talk with us at
our monthly information
sessions.
We are holding the
following event in Truro in
October at:
Foot Anstey, High Water
House, Malpas Rd, Truro
TR1 1QH
On Wednesday 19th
October 10-12noon
Details can also be found
on our website http://
familiesforchildren.org.uk/
news-events/informationsessions/
Katey McDonald

Community Energy Switch
Cornish householders are
being urged to take action
to stop energy suppliers
getting rich at their expense
byjoining
Cornwall’s
collective energy switch to
access cheaper energy for
one and all this autumn.
Registration
for
Community
Energy
Switch’s autumn collective
switch is now open and
you have until 31st Oct
to register your interest,
with no obligation to
switch, either apply at
the website below or by
calling Freephone 0800
954 1956.
Community Energy
Plus is highlighting the
unfairness in the energy
market which it believes
sees Cornish householders
spending much more on
their energy bills than
they need to because two
thirds of households are
on expensive standard
variable tariffs.

Community
Energy
Switch was set up by 18
months ago to help fight fuel
poverty by making energy
more affordable. Since then
over 1,900 people have
switched, saving an average
of £234. .
Cornwall’s
collective
energy switch links into
the group buying power
of other collectives taking
place across the country
at the same time but
needs as many people as
possible to register their
interest in order to secure
the exclusive cheap tariffs
during the energy auction.
The winning exclusive tariffs
will be available after 1st
Nov, but only to those who
have registered their interest
before then. Householders
will be able to see how much
they may save and compare
this to other tariffs to be
sure that they’re getting a
good deal before they decide
to switch.

www.communityenergyswitch.org.uk

01208 72328
reception@sproullllp.co.uk
42 Molesworth Street
Wadebridge, PL27 7DP

01840 212315
camelford@sproullllp.co.uk
8 Fore Street,
Camelford, PL32 9PG

01208 72328
bodmin@sproulllp.co.uk
42 Fore Street
Bodmin, PL31 2HW

www.sproullllp.co.uk

FAULKNERS
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Full range of plumbing services
Installation, servicing & repair of Oil, LPG &
natural gas central heating systems
Landlord Safety Certiﬁcation
OFTEC Registered: 14288
Gas Safe Registered: 222122

01840 250853
07773 132221
faulknersplumbing@btinternet.com
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Harvest Season
In most Churches during
September
and
early
October there will be
Harvest
Thanksgiving
Services, a time in which
we celebrate the gathering
in of the Harvest and give
thanks to God for his
provision for us. Although
this Season of the year is our
usual time of Celebrating
the
Harvest
different
families who are associated
with our agricultural and
horticultural industries have
their harvest at various times.
For those involved in the
Cornish flower industry for
instance there are 2 harvests
the flowers in the January to
March period, and the bulbs
in June and July.
In Biblical times there
were two celebrations of
the Harvest within the
Jewish tradition. One was
a celebration of the barley
harvest coinciding with our
early Summer and the other
an autumn celebration of
the grape harvest. These
occasions
were
times
of families celebrating
together. This raises for me
the question of whether we
are grateful enough for the
provision of food, homes
and clothing which come
our way day by day, week by
week, and year by year, or do
we just accept it as a ‘given’?
When I start thinking
in terms of celebrating
the Harvest I also become

conscious of those who
have very little by way of
provision to be grateful
for. The situation of some
people having more than
ample resources and others
having meagre resources
is of course not new, even
in Old Testament times
landowners followed a rule
of leaving some crops to be
gleaned by the poor. The
early writings include this
rule – see Leviticus 19: 9-10
and the story in the Old
Testament book of Ruth
which develops from such a
situation. A recently issued
statistic for this country was
that 13 million people live
in comparative poverty that
is 20% of the population
of this country. Of course
in many countries in the
world the situation is more
grievous, and contrasts
dramatically with a wellknown English football club
paying £89 million pounds
for the talents of a young
man. The God perspective
on this situation is that each
of us should be able to live
in peace with a fair share of
the world’s resources.
The Harvest season raises
these issues of being grateful
for what we have and
working toward enabling
everyone to have adequate
provision for daily living.
These issues are challenges
to action for each of us.
Every blessing at this
Harvest Season.
Bryan Ede

‘Remember These Men: The
War Dead of Tintagel, Boscastle
& St. Gennys 1914-1919’
This 215 page A5 paperback book was first published
in 2012. It tells of 79 men from three parishes.
The book is available at £12 per copy, plus postage.
Contact the author, Nick Thornicroft, on 07769556206,
or nickthornicroft@me.com
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10 years ago in the
Blowhole
Memorial Museum
Opens
Davidstow Moor RAF
Memorial
Museum
th
opened on 30 July 2006.
It contains a collection of
airfield and aeronautical
items
together
with
personal accounts of the
wartime experiences of
those who were stationed
there.
Bus Shelter
No further development
regarding the provision of
a shelter.
Work begins...
If planning consent is
given then work on the
flood alleviation scheme
will start in October – this
will include reptile fencing,
tree removal and office
installation for the work
compound. Work would
then begin in the lower
harbour in November
Gig Club
Our first summer season
has been going really well
& the club is expanding
too! We now have two Gig

boats & membership is on
the up. To complement
‘Torrent’ we now have
a sibling boat ,‘Rival’
a
secondhand
boat
purchased off the South
coast of Cornwall. Chapel
The
Reverend
Brian
Ede, who originally hails
from Delabole, starts as
Methodist Minister this
September.
Bubbles
Ron Hart and David Flower
are driving a 1929 Austin
7 from John O’Groats to
Lands End, raising money
for Shelter Boxed and
Rotary Charities.

20 years ago in the
Blowhole
Short Mat Bowls
On Monday evening, 2nd
September 1996, Boscastle
Short Mat Bowls Club
held their first session in
the Village Hall.
Football
Boscastle
First Team
defeated St Stephens FC in
the St Breward Cup final
and brought the trophy
home for the first time in
the club’s history.

Fresh locally produced meats
Barnecutt’s bread and hot pasties
Wide range of groceries, fresh fruit & veg
Gluten free products stocked
Off Licence and Pay Point

Opening hours:
Mon - Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9am-1pm

Tel: 01840 250108
www.bottreauxfillingstation.co.uk

UNIVERSITY
What bright spirit
Impelled towards delight
Was ever known
To finger out the cost?
This autumn half of
school leavers will head for
University. Latest figures
indicate they will graduate
£44,000 in debt, that figure
not taking into account
any personal contributions
or donations from the
BankofMum&Dad,
plus loss of three years’
earnings, the “real” cost
over £100,000.
Repayment starts when
you earn over £21,000,
at 9% of anything above
this amount. The startling
statistic is that 70% of
today’s graduates won’t
earn enough to repay
the debt inside the thirty
years’ cut-off point, that
is because interest on the
loan rolls up at 4.6%
annually (RPI plus 3%).
To settle within the time
frame requires a minimum
starting salary of £45,000,
regular wage increases and
no career breaks, which
is particularly tough on
women who already earn a
third less than men.
I have preached this
message before, and it is
not to decry the value of an
university education. For
most youngsters it is the
first time they have lived
away from home, done
their own laundry, cooked a
meal or paid rent. t is also a
life-enhancing experience,
three years to enjoy the
stimulating company of
one’s generation, debate
the
Taniyama-ShimuraWeil Conjecture or which
pubs serve the best bitter.

Universities are allowed
to charge up to £9,000odd a year for tuition.
Unsurprisingly most opt
for the maximum, even
though their quality varies
widely.
Career success really
depends on where you
took your degree and in
what subject. The elite
universities and the secondtier Russell Group provide
both kudos and cash
benefits for their alumni,
the universities near the
bottom of the 177-pile
much less likely. Degreeholders in useful subjects:
medicine, the sciences and
engineering,
languages,
law and accountancy
will be actively sought by
larger companies filling
management posts. The
arts scene, while it may be
more fun, is a lot chancier.
It is simple enough
to check out your career
prospects after university:
The Sunday Times and
other institutions publish
annual lists of the most
successful courses at the
best universities.
My own experience
suggests I went to university
too young. After eleven
years of school and exams
I progressed automatically
to a degree, even rejecting
a couple of interesting
job offers (remember this
was the 1960s) on the
way. Once there I spent
too much time fooling
around to appreciate all the
opportunities available.
Studying for an MBA as
a mature student was much
more rewarding. Previous
experience allowed me
to coast through certain
elements of the course,

relishing the challenge of
Accountancy and Statistical
Analysis, while still taking
part in a greater range of
activities both social and
academic.
My advice is not to
go to university straight
after school. A few years’
working, travelling or
otherwise being involved
in the real world prepares
one better to select the
right career choice.
The glut of degrees
means employers must
choose other criteria for
selection. Practical skills:
the ability to communicate
in both speech and writing,
planning and organising,
work under pressure,
handle difficult customers.
Canny graduates research
in advance the lead
companies in their field and
pester them for internships
and work experience. Some
of the New Apprenticeship
schemes pay well over
£20k per year and provide
both
experience
and
insider opportunities for
promotion.
“Gofers” may be the

lowest form of employee,
but
most
successful
business people were
prepared to start at the
bottom. Even part-time
or vacation jobs are harder
to obtain. One effect of
European
integration
has been an influx of
job-hungry
immigrants
prepared to work at all
kinds of menial tasks on
zero hours contracts.
All this constitutes a
dilemma for eighteen year
olds and their parents,
to put it mildly. No-one
wants to lose out on the
undoubted
intellectual
and social advantages that
three years at university
imparts, but it comes at a
cost. Today’s youngsters
are far less confident they
will achieve the security
of regular employment,
affordable housing and
decent pensions enjoyed by
their parents’ generation.
They might well, still
can, obtain a degree, for
personal
satisfaction,
having achieved other
goals, but not as the only
means to an end.
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Pat’s gardening
Column

I don’t have a herbaceous
border that looks as if it
was planted by Gertrude
Jekyll or Vita SackvilleWest. My garden does
something rather different.
My garden unashamedly
contains plants and ideas
from all over the place
and whilst purists might
complain that there is no
logic to it, I say that the
space I have filled, almost
haphazardly, with plants
from China, New Zealand
or Mexico simply reflect
me, and my mad impulse
buys. The native plant
lobby might complain that
such heavy use of exotics
is potentially damaging to
the ecosystem, but all the
plants in my garden are
now the great survivors
and whatever people may
say, the garden is invariably
full of birds and bees,
butterflies and frogs.
When the cotoneaster
was in full flower last year,
I was so fascinated by
the number of bees and
hoverflies drinking the
nectar I made a recording.
I like to listen to that
recording every so often,
full of the buzzing of insects,

the sweet song of birds and
the distant calling of sheep
to their lambs. I do like to
imagine just how lovely
it would be if every plan
came to fruition. But the
fact is, it’s the plants that
actually survive and thrive
in the harsh conditions of
this wild and windy place
that always find a grateful
welcome from me. If I can
create a kaleidoscope of
colours in shades of green,
chartreuse, copper, bluegrey, and gold from my
trees and shrubs, so much
the better.
The end of the garden
is dominated by the
dark burgundy leaves of
physocarpus, highlighted
by the sunshine yellow
leaves
of
dogwoods
which do double duty
in the winter months by
displaying their scarlet
branches. And behind
them, the ghostly white
jacquemontii birches. So
while it’s not the most
classic colour scheme, I
find myself coming back
to it again and again: gold
and bronze, burgundy and
lemon. So I put the purpleleaved hazel with a golden

BosCars

Private Hire
Airport Transfers
Coach & Train Connections
Luggage Transfers for Walkers
Friendly & Reliable, 24hr Service

Telephone 07790983911
Page 38 Boscastle Blowhole Autumn 2016

Hydrangea Lacecap Blue Billow
elder, or spiky dark plum
berberis
underplanted
with golden marjoram and
fancy that this repeated
combination gives some
sort of unity to my scheme.
I do try flowers
of course. Last year I
planted
dahlias
and
chrysanthemums planning
for some brilliant autumn
colour but the slugs got
there first and, over the
years I have just about given
up on slug-prone plants;
I really am beginning to
think that life is too short
to stand shotgun over the
delphiniums. Some colour
has been injected this
season however by reliable

corms and bulbs like the
bright orange of day lillies
and crocosmia, but they
do say that it’s the foliage
that underpins the garden,
in the way that the string
section underpins an
orchestra.
One of the lessons my
garden has taught me is
that you don’t necessarily
have to be completely
in love with everything
you plant – although that
frequently ends up being
the case. I often hear
people say that they don’t
like grasses, or topiary, or
conifers. But sometimes,
you need to think outside
your prejudices in order

Pat’s gardening

continued

to provide contrast and
texture, not to mention
a bit of colour. Just as
in the theatre, there are
star performers and a
supporting cast—although
in my case the supporting
cast has actually taken
over and I depend more
and more on the foliage,
shrubs, bulbs and corms.
When I first came here
to live, I really detested the
seaside bungalow image of
mophead hydrangeas but
– such is their spectacular
survival rate in my garden
– I positively adore them
now and am an avid
collector of their wide
variety. At this stage in the
season they are almost the
sole providers of colour in
my garden, save for the
scarlet hips on the faded
roses and a brilliant display
from annual cosmos.
What I think I’m saying
here is that just as life is
something that happens
when you were planning
something else, in the end,
it’s not really about the
design you wanted or the

colour scheme you had in
your head, or the plants
that just didn’t take to you.
In the end if it makes you
feel better just to step out
in it, into the garden that
you created, it obviously
works for you and that
really is all that matters.
Pat Thorne

Planning Applications
The Parish Council has
written to the County
Planning
Department
to complain that yellow
planning notices have not
been appearing outside
development projects.
Twice the Council
has received objections
to applications that had
already been considered
because
neighbours
were unaware of the
development. In one case
the Council asked the
Department to reverse its
previous approval of an
application in the light
of further information
provided by neighbours.
That application will now
be decided after a site visit
by a planning officer.

The Toby Jug

6 Bridge Walk, Boscastle
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HEDLEY VENNING
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Your local tradesman with 30 years experience
-----------------• New Builds • Renovations
• Roofing • Plastering
• Stonework • Drain Clearance
-----------------Tel: 01840 250113
Mobile: 0797 4581836

WESTERINGS
Spacious Self-Catering
Accommodation
- Open All Year Shirley Wakelin

Forrabury, Boscastle
Tel: 01840 250314

Website: www.westeringsholidays.co.uk

Good Quality, Locally Sourced

Homecooked Food
at

Affordable Prices

DINE IN OR TAKE AWAY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Bookings Welcome

01840 250501
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Opening Hours and Useful Numbers
Bottreaux Filling Station
Tel: 01840 250108

Monday - Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-1pm

Boscastle Spar

Tel: 01840 250419
Cash machine during business hours
Post Office facilities
Shop open daily at 6am

Cornish Stores
Phone for opening hours

Tel: 01840 250344

NatWest Bank
The Mobile NatWest bank calls at the main
carpark on Fridays, from 1.45pm until 2.45pm

Mobile Library
0800 032 2345 or 01872 272702
Now visits every fourth Friday:
Due at Boscastle, Paradise Road 10.20 -10.40
Tintagel- The Old Post Office 10.55 -11.15

9th September, 7th October
4th November, 2nd December

Camelford Library

and Council One Stop Shop

Emergency Services:
Coastguard, Fire, Police, Ambulance: Dial 999
Police Station: For non-urgent issues:
101
Doctors’ Surgery and out-of-hours emergency
doctor:
01840 250209
NHS Advice : If you are feeling unwell and need a telephone
health assessment, please call the NHS 111 service free of charge
111

from any phone by dialing 			

Hospitals:
Bodmin - East Cornwall

01208 251300

Minor Injuries Unit 8 am – 10 pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4.45pm.

Launceston Community

01566 761000

Stratton Community

01288 320101

Truro -Treliske		
Plymouth - Derriford

01872 250000
01752 202082

Minor Injuries Unit open 8 am - 8pm, seven days a week
X-Ray department Mon to Fri 8.30am - 5pm, Sun 9am-5pm
Minor Injuries Unit open 24hrs, seven days a week
X-Ray department Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm

NHS Emergency Dental Appt:

01872 354 375

Boscastle National Trust & Visitor Centre:
		
01840 250010 or 01840 250353
Local Churches:
Church of England
01840 250359
Methodist
01840 214818
Catholic
01840 770663
Harbourmaster:

01840 250200

Parish Council:
Chairman:
01840 250529
Clerk: 01840 230609 email: forminpc@gmail.com
Community Centre Bookings:

01840 250442

Cornwall Council One Stop Shop: 0300 1234 111

Town Hall, Market Place

Environment Agency:

0800 807 060

Tel: 01840 212409

Floodline: 			

0345 988 1188

South West Water emergency:

0344 346 2020

SWW leak reporting

0800 230 0561

Tues: 9.30am - 5pm Thurs: 9.30am - 1.30pm
Sat: 10am - 1pm

Waste Tip, Bowithick Quarry
Sanding Road, Tintagel
Tel: 01840 770778
Open Friday to Monday: 9am – 4pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
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Highways:

0300 1234 222

RSPCA: 			

0300 1234 999

Western Power emergencies:
Village Hall Bookings:

0800 365 900

Jo Kent: 01840 250879

Village website: www.boscastlecornwall.org.uk

